
STATE ~ N E B R A S K A  
E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E  

L I N C O L N  

Executive Order 
No.4 

By v i r t u e  o f  the au tho r i t y  vested i n  me as Governor o f  the State o f  
Nebraska, i t  i s  ordered as fo l lows:  

WHEREAS, the Uni ted States Congress has provided: "The term 'S ta te  
Mental Health Authori  t y '  means the State hea l th  author i ty ,  except i n  the case 
of any s t a te  i n  which there i s  a  s ing le  s t a te  agency, other than the State 
hea l th  au tho r i t y  charged w i t h  r e p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  administer ing the  mental 
hea l th  program o f  the State, i t  means such other State Agency;" (42 U.S.C. 
§201(m); and 

WHEREAS, the Nebraska Department o f  Publ ic  I n s t i t u t i o n s  i s  charged w i t h  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  administer ing the mental hea l th  program o f  the s t a te  
($571-5001, e t  seq., R.R.S., 1943). 

WHEREAS, the United States Congress has f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f i e d  separate 
responsi b i  1 i t i e s  f o r  the State mental hea l th  au thor i t y  as compared w i t h  those 
o f  the State Agency as the l a t t e r  term i s  def ined i n  federal  law. (P.L. 
96-79, e f f e c t i v e  October 4, 1980); and 

WHEREAS, the Nebraska Leg is la ture  i n  designating the Department o f  Heal th 
as the State hea l th  p lanning and development agency ( i .e . ,  State Agency) under 
P. L. 93-641, 42 U. S. C. , sect ion 300k e t  seq. , d i d  no t  preclude the designation 
by the Governor o f  a separate State mental hea l th  author i ty ;  

WHEREAS, i t  i s  i n  the  best  i n te res ts  o f  the State o f  Nebraska t h a t  the 
State mental hea l th  au tho r i t y  charged under Nebraska s ta tu tes  w i t h  the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  administer ing mental hea l th  programs of  the Sta te  be so 
i d e n t i f i e d  and designated by the Governor o f  the State o f  Nebraska f o r  
purposes o f  complying w i t h  the federal  s ta tu tes  and regu la t ions,  which 
include, bu t  are not  l i m i t e d  t o ,  State mental hea l th  au tho r i t y  p lanning 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as we l l  as r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  granted State mental hea l th  
au tho r i t i e s  re1 a t i  ng t o  grants f o r  mental hea l th  p lanning and programs which, 
among other prov is ions o f  federal  law, are found i n  P.L. 94-63, 94th Congress, 
Ju ly  29, 1975, and subsequent amendments; 

THEREFORE, as Governor o f  Nebraska, I do hereby designate the Department 
o f  Pub l ic  I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  e f f e c t i v e  September 1, 1980, as the State Mental 
Health au tho r i t y  f o r  the State o f  Nebraska, as i t s  s ing le  s ta te  agency, and 
a l l  express o r  impl ied designations t o  the contrary are hereby revoked. 

I n  o f f i c i a l  recogni t ion  whereof, I 
hereby a f f i x  my s i b  i s  

,, 9 @ day o f  , 1980. 
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CHARLES THONE, Governor o f  Nebraska 

ALLEN J. BEERMANN, Secretary o f  Sta te  


