
STATE of NEBRASKA 
E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E  

L I N C O L N  

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

No. 8 

WHEREAS, the  Administrative Departments of S t a t e  Government have, during 

the  years of t h e i r  existence, required numerous forms t o  be created,  pr inted,  

d i s t r ibu ted ,  processed and maintained f o r  the  purpose of ass i s t ing  in  t he  

administration of the  law and the  delivery of government services;  and 

WHEREAS, the  mul t ip l ic i ty  of these forms and t h e  subsequent processing of 

information required by them have now resul ted i n  a pro l i fe ra t ion  of excess paper 

which is h p a i r i n g  the  a b i l i t y  of S t a t e  employees t o  render e f fec t ive  and meaningful 

service  and the  burgeoning amount of forms - re la ted  a c t i v i t y  is imposing an 

unnecessary burden on cities, counties, and other un i t s  of local  government, a s  

w e l l  as  creat ing a burdensome and cos t ly  responsibi l i ty  f o r  our ci-kizens, 

businesses and other  organizations which a r e  required t o  f i l l  out endless numbers 

of forms; and 

WHEREAS, the  Senate and House of Representatives of the  United S ta tes  

of America have enacted the ,  "Paperwork Reduction A c t  of 198OH, the  purpose of 

which i n  par t  is t o  minimize the  federal  paperwork burden f o r  individuals,  small 

businesses, s t a t e  and loca l  government, and other  persons; and 

WHEREAS, the  Task Force f o r  Government Improvement has recognized an 

intolerable  burden i n  t he  number of government forms descending upon pr ivate  

enterpr ise  much of which is unneeded and qui te  of ten incomprehensible; and 

WHEREAS, t h e  Legislature of Nebraska is now considering a "Forms 

Management Program A c t "  (Legislative B i l l  292) which would provide f o r  t h e  

coordination, orderly design, implementation and maintenance of a S ta t e  Agency 

forms management program wit,h t he  s t a t ed  purpose of simplifying, consolidating, 

o r  eliminating, when and where expedient, the  forms, surveys and other  documents 

used by S ta t e  Agencies; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I ,  CHARLES THONE, Governor of t h e  S t a t e  of Nebraska, 

do hereby order and d i rec t  t he  following: 

1. The Director of Administrative Services s h a l l  i n i t i a t e  a forms 

management program within the  Department of Administrative Services 

t h a t  w i l l  be directed toward an e f fec t ive  and e f f i c i en t  u t i l i z a t i o n  

of forms by Code Agencies. 



2. Pursuant t o  t he  aforementioned, each Code Agency s h a l l  designate 

a forms management representative who sha l lp rov ideass i s tance  

i n  t he  development of t h e  program and be responsible f o r  its 

implementation within such Agency. The name of t h e  individual 

s o  designated s h a l l  m e d i a t e l y  be reported t o  t h e  Director of 

t h e  Department of Administrative Services. 

3. Each Code Agency, i n  a manner prescribed by the  Department of 

Administrative Services, s h a l l  undertake a complete inventory 

of t h e i r  forms. Each Code Agency s h a l l  a l s o  prepare an accounting 

of procedures and resources presently u t i l i z e d  i n  the  creat ion,  

pr int ing,  d i s t r ibu t ion ,  processing and maintenance of forms and 

an estimate,  based upon previous experience, of t h e  t o t a l  annual 

cos t s  real ized i n  t h e  performance of these functions. The r e s u l t s  

of these  a c t i v i t i e s  s h a l l  be reported t o  t he  Director of t h e  Department 

of Administrative Services by Friday, May 29, 1981. 

4. Until  fu r ther  not ice ,  a moratorium on t h e  pr in t ing ,  reproduction 

and purchase of a l l  newly created o r  redesigned forms u t i l i z e d  

by t h e  various S t a t e  Agencies, Comnissions and Boards subject  t o  

t h e  Governor's ju r i sd ic t ion ,  is i n  e f f ec t .  This moratorium w i l l  

run concurrent with t h e  inventory and reporting a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  

Code Agencies and is necessary t o  ensure a timely and accurate 

col lect ion of information. 

5.  The provisions of t h e  moratorium a r e  not t o  be construed t o  deprive 

Agencies of needed forms. Those forms found t o  be needed on an 

emergency bas i s  and t o  be i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of e f f i c i en t  government 

may be obtained, subject  t o  t h e  interim approval of t h e  Director 

of t h e  Department of Administrative Services. 

a.  This Order s h a l l  t ake  e f f ec t  m e d i a t e l y .  - 

Dated a t  Lincoln, Nebraska t h i s  30th day of April ,  1981 

rC/-' 
/ 

/ -  
CXAlUES THONE, GOVERNOR 

Fi led t h i s  30 day of y.(./ , 1981 

SECRFTARY OF STATE 


