NEBRASKA ENVIRONMENTAL T RUST

ANNUAL REPORT 200I

Special P eople...

... Special Places
-

---

----

January 2002

Nebraska
EnvironlDental

Dear Friends,

Trust
Board of Di rectors
District I
Vince Kramper- Dakota City
Lynn Roper - Lincoln
Susan Seacrest -Lincoln
District II
Paul Dunn - Omaha
Dick Gady - Omaha
Vacant Position
District III
Warren Arganbright - Valentine
Gloria Erickson - Holdrege
Dick Mercer - Kearney

Agency Directors
Department of Agriculture
Merlyn Carlson

Health& Human Services Regulations & Licensure
Dick Nelson
Nebraska Department
of Environmental Quality
Mike Linder
Nebraska Department of
Natural Resources
Roger Patterson

rom time to time someon e
rem arks to me it must be
wonderful to sit on the Nebraska
Environmental Trust board. After
all, who wouldn't enjoy giving
away millions of dollars each
year? While it is tr ue th at
awarding grants is a very gratifying experie nce, it is
accompanied by many long hours and difficult judgments,
as there is always more to do than money will allow.
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The choices can be sobering , knowing that many projects
will not be possible without the support of the Nebraska
Environmental Trust. Still, the arduous task of selecting
projects fro m the many proposed is rewarded with the
opportunity to work with the finest people this state has to
offer. Our greatest reward is to see some of Nebraska's
most treasured places and resources safeguarded-in many
cases for decades to come. Thus, the theme of this year's
report: Special People, Special Places.
Our grants are like seeds planted in the fertile soil of
Nebraskans' passion for the great outdoors, watered and
fed by our old-fashioned work ethic, and cultivated by our
commitment to the land and water we call home.
In partnership with our grantees, we are changing the face
of the future for Nebraska. We hope this report will give you
some small sense of the breadth and magnitude of work
supported by the grants of the Nebraska Environmental Trust,
and will inspire you to join us as supporters of this important
work.
Yours truly,

Nebraska Game
& Parks Commission
RexAmack

Paul L. Du nn
Chairman of the Board
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Fiscal Year 2000-2001
Income 8 Expense
Operations:
Grant Awards:
Total:

$233,338.93
$9,014,235.00

Balance Forward:
Interest Income:
Lottery Proceeds:
Total:

$537,507.72
$718,162.35
$7,967,716.00

$9,247,573.93

$9,223,386.07

*Note: Income shown above does not include project refunds
received during the grant cycle. These funds are returned to
the Trust Fund to be reallocated in the next grant cycle.

Concept a Mission
The Nebraska Environmental Trust is a program of the State of Nebraska that awards grants
to preserve, protect, and enhance the natural environment of Nebraska. Anyone -- citizens,
organizations, communities, farmers and businesses -- can apply for funding to protect habitat, water quality, carbon management and improve recycling in Nebraska. Projects must
provide long-lasting benefits to the public and cannot implement government regulations or
mandates.
The Trust has funded over 600 projects in every part of the state. Thousands of acres of land
have been improved and preserved as habitat for wildlife by public agencies and private
landowners. Every major river and nearly 100 lakes have benefited through projects to protect fish habitat and water quality. Dozens of local recycling programs have benefited from
new equipment and marketing resources. All of this has been accomplished very efficiently,
with only 2% of the budget going to cover operations and personnel costs.
But, there is much more to be done. For every dollar that the Nebraska Environmental Trust
has been able to grant, another five dollars is turned away due to lack of funds. The Natural
Nebraska Fund has been created to complement the work of the Trust with private contributions to meet this demonstrated need.

Bluebirds Across Nebraska
While the loss of one songbird species may not
constitute a crisis, it is a clear sign that the health of the
whole system in which we live is declining. Who among
us would willingly sacrifice the brilliant flash of blue and
warbling trill of song with which the birds grace our
landscapes?
Bluebirds Across Nebraska was founded in 1993 by a
handful of concerned citizens hoping to restore habitat
for the beloved and rare bird. Twenty dedicated members
tended nesting boxes that year, counting 1,606 fledglings.
Eight short years later, the organization boasts 1 ,200
members monitoring nearly 7,000 nesting boxes.
Fledglings reported for 2001 totaled 16,882 birds, nearly
twice the nearest reporting state.

1,994-2001 Grants by Category
Carton
• Education

o Recycling
• Urban
Greening
Water Qualty

23.00%

6.14%

Carbon = $344,000
Education = $1 ,248,430
Lakes = $12,432,890
Urban Greening;;;; $3,322,093
Water Quality;;;; $12,868,264
Wildlife Habitat;;;; $16,733,027
Recycling;;;; $7,124,860

TOTAL =$54,073,564

The work of BAN focuses on education of volunteers, distribution of nesting boxes, and support for
individuals wanting to start their own bluebird trail. In 2000,
the group launched an ambitious plan to have a coordinator in every county to help provide information
that will increase the success for new birders. Based on these successes, the North American Bluebird
Society idenhfied Nebraska as one of the first two states to begin building the Transcontinental Bluebird
Trail. BAN is well on its way to a 1,OOO-mile trail of boxes across Nebraska, powered entirely by the
foresight and dedication of volunteers.

BAN Project

Did You Kno~•••
There are an estimated 390,000 Nebraska
birdwatchers!
850/0 or 130,000 Nebraska small game
permit holders hunt game birds.

Grant: $20,280 through
four grants since
1994
Match: More than $60,000
including volunteer
carpenter hours.

photo courtesy of Terri Underhill
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A River Runs
Through It...
Nebraska can be recognized 'from a satellite view by its
rivers: the Niobrara to the north, the Missouri to the east,
and the rTlighty Plattes that connect us all. The respect we
hold for these rivers is seen in Nebraska's unique resource
protection system, with boundaries drawn around
watersheds rather than on political lines. Our rivers are the
physical and economic lifelines of our communities, our
favored places to play and corridors for the wildlife. Here
are two examples of projects funded by the Trust, working
with Nebraskans to protect their rivers.

photo courtesy of Rodney Verhoeff

Turkey Creek
The world lost 26 billion tons of topsoil to erosion last year, according to the World Population Institute.
But landowners in the Turkey Creek Watershed of two southeast Nebraska counties will hold on to
theirs a little better thanks to a project of the Nemaha Natural Resources District. The NRD received a
grant from the Trust in 1998 to begin building flood
control structures on private land with willing
landowners. Each structure creates a permanent
Turkey Creek Project
3-5 acre pond surrounded by a 100-foot grass
buffer strip. At the end of 2001, 26 structures had
Grant:
$475,000
been cOrTlpleted. Landowners within the watershed
who
have experienced devastating flood damages
Match:
Over $510,000
from the Tu rkey Creek now report notably
decreased flooding since the inception of the
Partners:
Landowners in the Turkey
project. Interest continues to grow as evidenced
Creek Watershed
by landowner applications to participate in the
Natural' Resources
program.
Although the program began with a goal
Conservation Service
of building 35 sites, it was expanded to construct
U.S. Department of
48 in part to accommodate the high level of public
Agriculture
support.
Nebraska Department of
Environmental Quality
That the project improves water quality is
Nebraska Game and Parks
obvious. But in addition, approximately 240 acres
Commission
of new habitat has been created for wildlife,
Nemaha Natural
enhancing recreational opportunities for hunters
Resources District
and fishers in Pawnee County.
Pheasants Forever local
chapters
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Niobrara Scenic River Resource
Protection

••
•
~

The Niobrara River is a state and national
treasure, enjoyed by tens of thousands from CI
across the continent. Known for its scenic
vistas, cascading waterfalls, and tree-lined
banks, the Niobrara Valley is home to over .h
160 species of plants and animals. Over ""
the years, as pressure grew to protect the ~
pristine riverside, an equally vigorous voice ~
was raised for self-determination and local ~
control. From this dynamic exchange, the (IJ
Niobrara Council was born. The Niobrara ~
Council works to promote voluntary conserv- ~
ation planning and implementation,
~
through the empowerment of local comm(I)
unities and involvement of all who love and
live with the River.

. . .011

Gralit ·Awards

.!!I:

NSRRP Project
The first project site was discovered by accident, when
the project coordinator's car broke down on Highway 20.
The Good Samaritan who came to his aid was the owner
of the first project site-300 feet of Niobrara River bank
studded with junk cars and suffering from continuing
erosion.
Though less than a year has passed since the grant
was awarded, the Council is pioneering work in the
development of voluntary conservation easements and
grass-roots management of Nebraska'S only designated
National Scenic River.

Partners:

Nebraska Game
& Parks Commission
National Park Service
U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service
Landowners
Middle Niobrara NRD

Grant:

$50,000

Match:

(1 st six months)
$10,290

"Eventually, all things merge into one, and a river runs through it.
The river was cut by the world's great flood and runs over from the basement of time. On some of the rocks are
Norman Maclean from
timeless raindrops - under the rocks are the words and some of the words are theirs ...
A River Runs Through It.
11 -
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Planting the S eeds
01

T omorrow
Thomas Jefferson in a letter to John Jay in 1785
stated, "cultivators of the earth are the most valuable
citizens. They are the most vigorous, the most
independent, the most virtuous , a.nd they are tied to
their country and wedded to its liberty and interests
by the most lasting bonds." Nebraskans in the 21 st
century find this statement no less true than it was
during the 18th century. The projects featured on these
pages serve as a tribute to the foresight and stewardship of Nebraska's agricultural community.

Carbon Management Study
The long-term conversion from grassland and forestland to crop and grazing lands has resulted in losses of
soil carbon on a global level. In 2001 the Center for Rural Affairs began an ambitious three-year study funded
in part by the Nebraska Environmental Trust with the purpose of showing farmers how to incorporate appropriate cropping sequences, measure changes in soil quality and recognize soils with eroded or degraded areas
that would respond to carbon management strategies.
With less than a year under its belt, the project is in its earliest stages. To date, the Lewis and Clark NRD has
selected ten farn1ers to participate in the study. The farmers will attend five meetings each year to learn about
the carbon cycle. They will also take annual soil samples over the course of the project.
This study provides an opportunity for farmers and scientists to
work together to better understand the role of agricultural ecosystems in the carbon cycles. Researchers learn the process farmCarbon Management
ers use to adopt changes, and farmers learn how their practices
Study
can be amended to improve soil quality and increase pro·fitability.

Partners:
University of
Nebraska Resource
·Conservation Service
Lewis & Clark
Natural Resource
District
Agricultural Research
Servi'c e
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Grant:

$60,000 (year 1 of 3)

Match:

$3,475 to date

Livestock Producer Environmental
Assistance Project
Nebraska's rich natural resources have contributed largely to
the states dynamic and thriving beef industry. In fact, Nebraska is
the number one marketer of red meat in the U.S. with yearly cash
receipts from cattle and calves totaling over $4.2 billion. Nebraska
farmers and environmental groups are well aware of the environmental dangers that could occur to our state's surface and ground
water if livestock waste is not carefully managed.
The University of Nebraska Cooperative Extension sponsors the
Livestock Producer Environmental Assistance Project. This project
has received a grant from the Nebraska Environmental Trust to

address livestock environmental contaminate issues and provide technical and financial assistance to small livestock producers wishing to voluntarily reduce environmental risk. In 2001,
with the assistance of the Little Blue NRD and Central Platte
NRD, a group of stakeholders formed an oversight committee
and reviewed and approved eight projects. The projects included: Creating wetlands to combat runoff from open lots; constructing a clean water diversion utilizing geotextiles and rock;
designing low water stream crossings; excavating and renovating a holding pond and using the solid waste collected to offset
commercial fertilizer expenses and decommissioning two anaerobic lagoons. The progress made by this project in just a few
sholi months will provide lasting bene'fits for years to come.

Environmental Quality Incentive Program
(EQIP)
The Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) is a shining example of the success that can be achieved when federal
and state government team with citizen activists to improve environmental quality. EQIP is a voluntary, locally led conservation program that was created in the 1996 Farm Bill and provides technical, financial and educational assistance to farmers and ranchers in addressing serious natural resource concerns.
Priority areas and resource concerns are identified at the local
Natural Resource District level by a work group made up of various federal, state and local agencies and organizations including
agricultural groups. EQI P requires the establishment of a five to
ten year contract and the development of a Natural Resource
Conservation Service approved conservation plan. Under EQIP,
cost-sharing may pay up to 75% of the cost of certain conservation practices and incentives may be made to encourage a producer to perform certain land management practices.
In 2001 a grant from the Nebraska Environmental Trust supplemented federal EQI P dollars and have helped 'finance priority
areas and parts of contracts addressing state resource concerns.
In 2001, EQIP received 1,204 applications for 'funding, requesting
a total of $12,582,460. EQIP was able to fund 415 applications
for a total of $4.3 million. The increasing popularity of this program among farmers and ranchers serves as a true testament to
its worth.

LPEA Project
Partners:
University of Nebraska
Dept. of Enviornmental
Quality
Nebraska Cattllemen
Nebraska Pork Producer
Association
Nebraska Farm Bureau
Participating Livestock
Producers
Little Blue NatUlral
Resource Distrli ct
Natural Resource
Conservation Service
Grant: $292,560 (2nd of 3 yrs.)
Match: $92,964 to date

EQUIP Project
!Partners:
Natural Resource
Conservation Service
Nebraska Community
Foundatlion
Farm Servi,ce Agency
Nebraska Natruall
Resource Districts
Participating Landowners
Grant: $500,000 in [FY 1999,
$400,000 in FY 2000 and
$400,000 in FY 2001
Match: $10,812,732

"The nation that destroys its soils destroys itself." - Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Memorial ...

The NET wishes to thank the family of

Shirley Svoboda
for the donations made in her memory.
I am a thousand winds that blow,
I am the diamond's glint on the snow,
I am sunlight on ripened grain,
I am the gentle autumn's rain
Do not stand at my grave and cl)!,
I am not there, I did not die.
- Native American prayer

A special thanks is extended to our generous Natural Nebraska donors who have so generously supported their
beliefs with their gifts ...
Diana & Stephen Allard
Rex Amack
Christina Arent
Warren & Sue Arganbright
David Bailis
James P Baiters, M. D.
Bill Batterton
Catherine Beecham
Chuck & Sandra Beermann
Lisa Beethe
Lynn & Sally Bennett
Vince Bjor/ing, MD
Peter & Ann Bleed
Gerald Bowen
Richard Britton
Ella Brunken
Janet, Buck & Roger Hansen
Lee & Pam Buffington
William L. Burke
Karen K. Butler
Nancy Byrne
Mary Lou Chapek
MrlMrs Vernon P Chicoine
James R. Commers
Mark Creglow
Lauren Davis
Marian Detisch
Mrs. Sharon Doll
Marsha Duis
Debby Durham
Emmett Egr
Jon J. Eilers
Rick & Colleen Emery
Merlin Erickson
Judi Gabel
Marie Gregoire
Lynn & Cindy Gray
Mary Harding
Sheryl Harrington
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Omaha
Lincoln
Ainsworth
Valentine
Omaha
Omaha
Kimball
Lincoln
Dakota City
Elk Creek
North Platte
Scottsbluff
Lincoln
Omaha
Lincoln
Lincoln
Lincoln
Gering
Lincoln
Hastings
Omaha
Ft. Calhoun
Chadron
Omaha
Lincoln
Lincoln
Omaha
Lincoln
Lincoln
Fremont
Omaha
Lincoln
Alexandria
Lincoln
Omaha
Murdock
Omaha
Lincoln
Beatrice

Pat Heaton, Jr.
Murena Howard
Ryan & Deb Hunter
Catherine & Lynn Hutton Jr.
Donald & Patricia Irwin
Bill Jackson
Alfred Johanning
Beverly Johnson
Charles B. Keep, Sr.
Thomas Kernes
Arnold & Marilyn Kelson
Ted & Mary La Grange
Mrs. John Lauritzen
Mrs. Theodora (Mrs. David) Letts
Gina Looney
MrlMrs Gerald E. Loyd
David & Virginia Lynch
Betty & Doug Lynn
Jeff & Ellen Marcus
Jean & Jack McBride
Linda Hillegass & James L. McKee
Dan & Carol McWhirter
Lindsay Meadows
Jeanine Mimick
Francis and Maxine Moul
Sharon Ohmberger
Ethel A. Pekarek
Janet Seger & Steve Pera
Lyle & Barbara Petersen
Jack & Beverly Pollock
Billy & Hilda Ray
John & Claudia Reinhardt
Gail & Randy Reznor
Steven & Margo Riekes
Lynn Roper
Molly & Paul Rundle
Lee Sanks
David & Suzanne Schultz
Kurt & Ann Marie Seevers

Lewellen
North Platte
Hemingford
Norfolk
Chadron
Omaha
Minden
Kearney
Elm Creek
Lincoln
Papillion
Lincoln
Omaha
Omaha
Omaha
Omaha
Ogallala
Lexington
Aberdeen, NC
Lincoln
Lincoln
Doniphan
Republic, MO
Omaha
Lincoln
Firth
Columbus
Omaha
Hastings
Ogallala
Chappell
Lincoln
Gering
Omaha
Lincoln
Brady
Kearney
Rising City
Elkhorn

William Slaymaker
Althea N. Sorensen
Mark Sorensen, MD PC
Richard Spear
Gayle Starr
Jean Sutherland
Dan & Joyce Templeton
Rhonda Thomas Urdaug
Lyla A. Thompson
Joe Voges
Gene & Virgie Ward
Judy B. White
Charles W Wilhelm
Suzanne Winckler
Deborah Wyatt
Jean Wykoff

Wayne
Broken Bow
North Platte
Omaha
Lincoln
Omaha
Omaha
Flagstaff, AZ
Omaha
Nebraska City
Omaha
Atlanta, GA
Mesa, AZ
Omaha
Omaha

Corporate Donors
We would like to extend our gratitude to the
following corporations for their willingness
to step forward in support of Nebraska
communities by extending their gifts of time,
service and financial assistance ...
First National Bank of Omaha
Omaha World Herald Foundation
Pioneer Seed Company

II Lette~ to tlve r;a.~t
Today I am in the process of writing another Wildlife Extension Agreement on
behalf of the Rainwater Basin Joint Venture partners. As I crunch the numbers associated with wetland restoration costs, I can not help but feel a great
appreciation for all that the Nebraska Environmental Trust money provides for
us.
Everyday the partners press forward to del iver qual ity habitat on privately
owned lands for the benefit of wildlife, water quality and a more ethical way of
life. Each project instills pride and passion in our mission. I am thankful to be
a part of each success story.
Without money provided by the NET, our struggles would be greater and our
environmental accomplishments would be far less. I can not thank each Nebraskan for their contribution and support, so I will thank your staff on their
behalf. Please know that we are accomplishing great things in the Rainwater
Basins that could not be accomplished without you. The NET is an invaluable
partner in our efforts.
Sincerely,
Mindy Meade
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Partners for Fish & Wildlife Biologist - Kearney
The best gift you can leave your children is right under their feet. ..
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Special People ...

...Special Places
Nebraskans understand the importance of being good stewards of the land. Our natural resources are the legacy we leave our children. That's why the Nebraska Environmental Trust, funded by the 'Nebraska Lottery, was created. A few of the success stories
of Nebraskans working together for our resources are told inside.
But due to limited funding, the Trust had to turn away four out of five applications submitted. Many excellent projects never move from the drawing board to the landscape without the financing a grant can prov,ide. The Natural Nebraska Fund is a way for every
Nebraskan to help more projects l ike the ones described in this report become reality.
When you g,ive to Natural Nebraska, your Imoney goes to projects around the state that
improve water quality, protect wildlife habitat, and support recycling efforts. What's
more, 98% of all donations go to fund project expenses (only 20/0 is used for administration).
The best gift we can leave our children is right beneath our feet. Won't you please
consider making a contribution to Natural INebraska?
For more information:

www.naturalnebraska.org
402-471-5409 or toll-free 1-866-NAT-NEBR

To make a donation to Natural Nebraska send a check or money order made
payable to:
Natural Nebraska
c/o Nebraska Community Foundation
317 South 12th, Suite 200
Lincoln, NE 68508-2197
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