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When the early explorers came to the area that would ultimately become the State 
of Nebraska, they declared it to be a wasteland, a vast desert with no redeeming 
features,a place that no civilized person would, much less ever could, call home. 
The Sandhills, where i live, was even less than a desert: rather, it was only a hiding 
place for outlaws, certainly not for the good people of the State of Nebraska,Yet, 
through hard work, dedication, pride in place and a love for the land, Sandhillers 
and all Nebraskans are experiencing the good life these explorers never imagined, 
in a state filled with many environmentally significant natural treasures. 

The choice of a state motto is one made deliberately by that state's citizenry, after due consideration of the true 
heart of the people of that state. And, while it is  true that our fellow Nebraskans enjoymThe Good Life':never the 
less, with the changing attitudes and needs of Nebraskans, it could also be known as the state ofMExpanding Pos- 
sibilities." Nebraskans understand the potential that exists within our borders, the potential of the land to pro- 
vide for our needs. From a desert to a ranch, from wasteland to cropland, Nebraska is truly a place with limitless 
opportunity. 

"Expanding Possibilities" is also an appropriate description of the role of the Nebraska Environmental Trust. In 
making grants dedicated to  Nebraska's natural resources, we have a unique opportunity to assist the citizens of 
our state,Trust grants make the difference, allowing our grantees to take their visions from concept to reality, 
with results that benefit the way of life of all Nebraskans. 

The opportunit~es for the Nebraska Environmental Trust to participate are boundless. Expanding possibilities for 
wildlife, through grants to conserve and restore habitat; expanding possibilities for Nebraska cities and towns, 
through grants to restore lakes and enhance parks; expanding possibilities for our children, through grants to 
protect the water they drink and the land they enjoy.All this and more is possible through the support of the 
Nebraska Environmental Trust and the dedication of our grantees. I invite you to read their stories on the follow- 
ing pages, to learn of their accomplishments, and understand how important these projects are to the natural 
legacy of Nebraska. 

Warren Arganbright 
Chairman of the Board 

The Nebraska 
Environmental Trust 

NATURAL NEBRASKA" for future generations 





Expanding Possibilities 
I'hroug Local Initiative 

The strength of Nebraska is 
found in i ts  people. Since the time of 
the pioneers, like-minded citizens 
have come together to overcome 
challenges. When concerned Ne- 
braskans work together with a com- 
mon goal, the results can be out- 
standing. Today, natural resource 
issues are being solved on the local 
level with the assistance of the 
Nebraska Environmental Trust. 

Raptor Recovery 

When injured birds of prey are 
found, often the first people that are 
called to help are the volunteers at 
Raptor Recovery, a non-profit orga- 
nization dedicated to the treatment 
of injured raptors.The staff of volun- 
teers at Raptor Recovery provides 
the care these birds desperately 
need to be able to return to the 
wild. 

Raptor Recovery fills a need for 
care that other organizations are not 
able to provide. Every year, hun- 
dreds of injured birds are trans- 
ported by a statewide network of 
volunteers to treatment centers in 
Elmwood and Kearney, where 
trained rehabilitators treat them for 
release back into the wild, Grants 
from the Nebraska Environmental 

Trust allowed Raptor Recovery to 
purchase new critical care medical 
equipment, develop educational 
programming and increase the ca- 
pacity a t  the rehabilitation centers. 

Cedar River Corridor Project 

The Nebraska Environmental 
Trust believes that the citizens of an 
area often are the best people to 
decide how their natural resources 
should be protected. In Central 
Nebraska, a group of concerned 
landowners observed that changes 
in a local river were negatively im- 
pacting agriculture and wildlife, and 
decided to work together to find 
solutions to the problem. 

Erosion along the banks of the 
Cedar River has taken acres of crop 
land and endangered infrastructure 
in the area. Landowners working 
with the Loup Basin Resource Con- 
servation and Development Council 
and other state and federal agencies 
have developed a management plan 
using a combination of erosion pro- 
tection structures and vegetative 
buffer strips funded by a grant from 
the Nebraska Environmental Trust. 
These measures will control erosion, 
increase wildlife habitat and im- 
prove water quality in the river. 

Wachiska Audubon Prairie 
Preservation 

Native prairie once covered a 
majority of Nebraska.Today, there . r 

are relatively few intact examples of :' Partners: 
3aptor Recovery Volunt tallgrass prairie in our state.These 

, .Nebraska Game Pa . 
areas are being identified and pro- ' Fish and Wildlife ! . 
tected in Southeast Nebraska -- 
through the efforts of the dedicated 
members of the Wachiska Audubon 
Society. 

With the assistance of local Natu- 
ral Resources Districts, Audubon 
members identify bits of prairie for 
preservation and work with the 
landowner to find the best options 
for conservation. Word-of-mouth 
about the efforts of Wachiska 
Audubon has encouraged many 
landowners to approach the organi- 
zation about preservation of their 

Wachiska Audubon Prairie Preservation 
Cianfs Total: $164,00Q 

land. Funds from the Nebraska Envi- .;,a ' 

ronmentai Trust are used for ease- ., Area Landowners -- 

ment payments and land purchases. " Owe' Plane North h a ~ ~  
$ernaha NRD 

Because of the initiative of the sower Platte South NRD 
members of Wachiska Audubon S* s r a i r i e  Plains Resourr- lnstit~lre 

ciety, visitors from all over the coun- 
try and the world have experienced 
the native prairies as they were in 
the time of the pioneers. 





Expanding Possibilitie 
Thro ~h Innovation 

We are a state built by innova- 
tion. From the steel plow to fiber 
optic cable, new ideas and methods 
are a constant in our state.This his- 
tory of innovation is readily appar- 
ent with regard to Nebraska's 
natural resources, and the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust is proud to sup- 
port the following projects for their 
innovative solutions to resource is- 
sues. 

Mari Sandoz High Plains Heritage 
Center 

"Green Building" i s  a new con- 
cept in construction using tech- 
niques to minimize the effects of 
construction on our environment, 
When Chadron State College d e  
cided to establish a research center 
dedicated to author Mari Sandoz, 
green building techniques were uti- 
lized to transform an existing his- 
toric structure into an educational 
center dedicated to one of 
Nebraska's great authors. 

A grant from the Nebraska Envi- 
ronmental Trust allowed Chadron 
State College to preserve a building 
with historical significance while 
reducing waste and increasing en- 
ergy efficiency. "The Nebraska Envi- 
ronmental Trust grant was the 

capstone in bringing this project to 
fruition," says Ed Hoffman,Vice- 
President of Chadron State College. 
Grant funds were used to recycle 
materials, install new high-efficiency 
lighting and preserve an ethnobo- 
tanka1 arboretum. 

WasteCap of Lincoln 

Building relationships between 
businesses and recyclers is  the goal 
of WasteCap of Lincoln, a coalition of 
solid waste and recycling providers 
in Lincoln and Lancaster County. 
Wastecap uses a new approach to 
encourage the growth of recycling 
by providing businesses with the 
tools to incorporate recycling into 
their operations. 

Using a grant from the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust, WasteCap 
holds training sessions for local 
businesses where participants learn 
about the benefits of purchasing 
recycled office supplies. The knowl- 
edge of the WasteCap membership 
is also available to provide free 
waste assessment services to local 
businesses. By helping businesses 
be more efficient, WasteCap of Lin- 
coln is increasing recycling aware- 
ness and developing connections 
between consumers and recyclers. 

Center for Rural Affairs: Breaking 
New Ground 

Through a demonstration project 
sponsored by the Center for Rural 
Affairs, ten Nebraska farm operators 
are testing new carbon manage- 
ment techniques to demonstrate 
their profitability and protect the 
environment. 

Sequestering carbon in the soil 
can positively affect fertility and its 
ability to hold moisture, important 
factors for producers dealing with 
the current drought conditions. It is 
also thought to be a key strategy in 
managing global warming.Through 
a series of meetings, farmers learned 
to identify the capabilities of their 
soils and what practices will result in 
healthier soils with sequestered car- 
bon. ''The key is to find profitabilit] 
and be environmentally friendly a! 
well," sayTim Nissen, one of the 
farmers participating in the project. 
A Nebraska Environmental Trust 
grant was used to underwrite the 
costs of the project. After three 
years, participants in the project 
have learned how to produce a prof- 
itabte crop, and their test plots are 
used in farm field days to demon- 
strate the benefits of carbon man- 
agement to other farmers. 

Mari Sandoz H 

ebraska Statewide Ar 
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Expanding 
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Rainwater Basin Jc.--- 
) Lake Seldom 

Grant- "@ab $360;688 
iy- 

s Conservation Servlce 

Nebraska tame 81 Parks Commission 
The Schrock Family 
Tri-Basin hbtural Resources District 

5 . .  
Parmers: Q 
10 Nebraska Communities " 
Nebraska Community Found;& 
Nebraska Department of ~ n v i r h ~ ~ e n t a l  Quality 
Nebraska Game & Parks Comrr..,,.~n 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

"Many hands make light warke." 
-John Heywood 1497-1 580(?) 

. . . and many partners achieve so 
much more than is possible acting 
alone. Partnerships create a broader 
perspective in project management 
and greater efficiencies without 
adding bureaucracy and overhead. 
The Nebraska Environmental Trust 
rewards collaboration in all spon- 
sored projects in the grant review 
process. We present here several 
examples that excel as models of 
teamwork and cooperation. 

Rainwater Basin Joint Venture/ 
Lake Seldom 

Fifty years ago, Holdrege en- 
joyed a popular recreation area just 
south of town. Local residents even 
recall water skiing on the seasonal 
wetland, known wryly as Lake Sel- 
dom. Attempts to convert the area 
to agricultural use met with limited 
success, and the landowner sought 
better uses. The farmer, the City of 
Holdrege and the Rainwater Basin 
Joint Venture came together to de- 
velop the land for migratory bird 
habitat while providing recreation 
for the community. 

Nebraska Environmental Trust 
funds were critical to the conversion 

Possibilities 
Through Partnerships 

of the property to a public resource. 
Donations of dollars and expertise 
from Ducks Unlimited, Natural Re- 
sources Conservation Service, 
Nebraska Game & Parks Commission 
and the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
supported the restoration work, 
which was completed in 2003. Fu- 
ture plans will develop educational 
and recreational activities compat- 
ible with the primary wildlife habitat 
and water quality goals. 

CLEAR TEAM: Community Lakes 
Enhancement and Restoration 

Our lakes host the life of our 
communities. But as lakes age and 
decline, small communities have 
neither the expertise or budget to 
tackle the problem. Enter the CLEAR 
Team, combining the talents of the 
Department of Environmental Qual- 
ity, Nebraska Game & Parks Commis- 
sion and the University of Nebraska- 
Lincoln. The CLEAR Team reaches 
out to towns across Nebraska with 
tools and funding to restore these 
community treasures. Since 
Nebraska Environmental Trust fund- 
ing began in 2001,10 lakes have 
been renewed. Auble Lake at Ord is 

one example of the CLEAR Team in 
action. 

Recreational opportunities abound atAuble Lake 

Using Nebraska Environmental Trust 
funds to match federal grant dollars, 
the lake has been restored to i ts  

original beauty. The fishery is thriv- 
ing with a variety of species as water 
quality has dramatically improved. 
Students from Ord High %hod par- 
ticipate in monitoring activitieq pro- 
viding hands-on educational experi- 
ences while protecting the health of 
the lake. "Before the restoration, you 
didn't see peopte there," said Ord 
Mayor Wayne Winterfield "Now, 
there are peopte catching fish or 
watching the fountain and having a 
great time. it's a tremendously 
popular lake and a big plus far our 
city," 



Tern and Plover Conservation 
Partnership 

The protection of endangered 
species can often cause conflict in a 
community. Conservationists are 
concerned with preserving animals 
from extinction; businesses are con- 
cerned that endangered species will 
interfere with their operations. In 
Nebraska, the Tern and Plover Con- 
servation Partnership is working to 
find solutions that balance the 
needs of endangered birds and the 
economic needs of business. 

Least terns and piping plovers 
are federally-protected species that 
nest in the sandbars of the Missouri 
and Platte rivers. As these habitat 
areas have decreased, the birds have 

aae Held ofthe Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership 
witors activity ai a nestingsite. 

chosen alternate nesting areas at 
sand and gravel mines, where they 
are vulnerable to disturbance from 
the mining operations.The Tern and 
Plover Conservation Partnership 
brings together representatives 
from the University of Nebraska Co- 
operative Extension, the Nebraska 
Game & Parks Commrssion, and sev- 
eral sand and gravel mining opera- 
tions to implement approaches that 
protect nesting birds. Using funding 
from the Nebraska Environmental 
Trust, the project partners have in- 
stalled protective measures and de- 
terrents at project sites across 
Nebraska.These techniques have 
been effective in protecting the 
birds from harm while allowing min- 
ing operations to continue; results 
from 2002 showed that more fledg- 
lings were produced, exceeding the 
recovery rates for both terns and 
plovers. 

Nebraska Agri-Business 
Association: Disposal of 
Unwanted Pesticides 

Sitting in garages and barns 
across Nebraska are unused pesti- 
cides in rusting containers. These 
unused chemicals can leak into the 
water supply and threaten our health. 

A coalition of state agencies and or- 
ganimtions is warking to minim''e Tern and Plover cons&tjon Partnershi- 
thisthreat through the collection and 4 Grant: $166,000 1 
proper disposal of unwanted pesti- 
cides. Partners: 

- 
The Nebraska Agri-Business As- 

sociation, in cooperation with the 
Nebraska Department of Agricul- 
ture, the Nebraska Department of 
Environmental Quality and the Uni- 

~ 

Arps Gravel and Concrete 
Lyman-Richey Corporatio 
Mallard Sand and G 
Nebraska Game & P 
Overland Sand and 
Univ$ty. of W r a  
~ % % & ~ ~ d l i f e  

R. 
versity of Nebraska Institute of Agri- Weaern Sand and Gravel C o m ~ <  
culture have set up collection sites 
across Nebraska for the collection of 
unwanted or outdated pesticides. 
Nebraska Environmental Trust fund- 
ing, matched with federal funding, is  
used to cover the cost of disposal of 
the collected toxins, providing Ne- 
braskans with a simple way to elimi- 
nate dangerous chemicals from 
their home or farm. 

Results from the 2003 collection 
cycle showed that 238,373 pounds 
of materials were collected at over 
20 collection centers. "One can only 
imagine where some of these prod- 
ucts might have ended up without 
this program," said Richard Reiman, 
the coordinator of the project. With 
proper disposal, these toxins have 
been prevented from contaminating 
water supplies and endangering the 
health of Nebraskans. 

partner- 
Nebraska Agri-Business Association 
Nebraska Department of Agriculture 
Nebraska Department of ~nvironme 
University of Nebraska - IANR 

@ US. ~nviionmental Protection Agency '1 





Buildinqa Lyacy 
Fat odav an" Tomorrow 

The legacy we leave our children 
i s  written in the land, air and water 
we protect for future generations. 
Projects supported by the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust have lasting, 
long-term benefits as well as prwid- 
ing quality of life benefits for today's 
Nebraskans. 

Ft. Robinson Tree Replant 

Forests damaged by fire can take 
generations to return to their previ- 
ous growth.Through a collaborative 
effort between the Boy Scouts of 
America and the Nebraska Game & 
Parks Commission, forest areas at Ft. 
Robinson State Park are being re- 
stored to their previous glory. 

A fire a t  Ft, Robinson in 1989 

caused the destruction of nearly 
50,000 acres of Ponderosa pine for- 
est. Each year since then, Boy Scout 
volunteers from a six state region 
have met the first weekend in April 
to plant trees at Ft. Robinson. Grants 
from the Nebraska Environmental 
Trust were used for the purchase of 
the 30,000 seedlings planted during 
the 2003 replant,The replanted 
trees have improved habitat in the 
burn area while providing volun- 
teers hands-on experience in refor- 
estation and forest ecology. 

J 

Lewis & Clark Landing 
Redevelopment 

Riverfront redevelopment is a 
key factor in the revitalization of 
many downtown areas. In Omaha, 
the site of an aging lead refinery 
was transformed into a new public 
space with the assistance of the 
Nebraska Environmental Trust. 

The ASARCO lead refinery domi- 
nated Omaha's waterfront for years, 
polluting the air and land nearby. As 

the start of the regional "Back to the 
River" redevelopment plan, this area 
was converted from a contaminated 
area into a valuable public 
greenspace known as Lewis & Clark 
Landing. Funding from the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust was used for fill 
soil and native plantings, creating an 
attractive, vibrant park for public 
recreation in an ever-expanding 
area of riverfront redevelopment. 
"The Nebraska Environmental Trust 
was a critical partner for us," states 
Larry Foster, Director of the Omaha 
Parks Department. "We're thankful 
that the Trust was able to see the 
importance of this project for 
Omaha's future. Without this first 
step, the rest of the development 
along the Missouri would not be 
possible." 

Niobrara River Preservation: The 
Nature Conservancy & the 
Niobrara Council 

The Niobrara River is widely rec- 
ognized as one of Nebraska's most 
scenic rivers, abounding with natu- 
ral beauty and wildlife.The Nature 
Conservancy and the Niobrara 
Council are working to preserve the 
ranching tradition and history of 
land stewardship along the river for 
Nebraskans to enjoy today and to- 
morrow. 

Funding from the Nebraska Envi- 
ronmental Trust is used to foster lo- 
cal conservation through voluntary 
easements. Landowners who enter 
into an easement continue to work 
on the land and pay property taxes 
while maintaining the natural diver- 
sity of the Niobrara. "Conservation 
easements support the area's ranch- 
ing culture and economy," states 
Vince Shay, Nature Conservancy 
State Director. "This multi-partner 
action supports and amplifies the 
federal Niobrara Scenic River Desig- 
nation without additional cost to 
taxpayers." Working toward a similar 
goal, the Nature Conservancy and 
the Niobrara Council are enhancinq 
a Nebraska treasure. 

Ft. Robinson Tree Replan 

a 1  

Partners: 
Boy Scout Volunteers 
Nebraska Game & Parks Commission 
Wyobraska District - Boy Scouts of America 

Lewis & Clark Landqg Redevelopment 
Grant: $743,000 

Niobrara River r 
r! 



' 2003 Grant Listing 
Notes:The Trust can provide 

grants over a three-year period, and 

the funding year is noted accord- 

ingly. Due to  space limitations, only 

the primary project sponsor has 

been listed. For more information 

about any of these grants contact 

the Trust of ice at 402-471 -5409. 

Alliance, City of 
Stream restoration project using plant 
materials and grading to decrease sedi- 
mentation and improve water quality. 
$1 l5,OOO (yr. 2 of 3) 

Audubon Nebraska 
For the construction of an educational 
center at Spring Creek Prairie using 
green building techniques. $350,000 (yr. 
3 of Z i  

Center for Rural Affairs 
Demonstration project to educate farm- 
ers about carbon management prac- 
tices to reduce the risk of drought and 
erosion while reducing production 
costs. $50,000 (yr. 3 of 3) 

Central Platte Natural Resources Dis- 
trict 
Study to assess the relationship be- 
tween surface water and groundwatei; 
and how changes in water use affect 
target flows for endangered species. 
$450,000 (yr. 3 of 3) 

Chadron State College 
For the renovation of a historic building 
for reuse as an educational and cultural 
facility using green building techniques, 
and the development of an ethnobo- 
tanical arboretum. SlQ0.000 (yr. 3 of 3) 

CLEAR Team 
Cooperative effort by the Nebraska De- 
partment of Environmental Quality, 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, 
and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
to improve water quality and aquatic 
habitat in small community lakes. 
$775,000 (yr. 3 of 3) 

Ducks Unlimited 
Funding to develop a revolving fund for 
wetland acquisition, restoration and 
resale to a public agency or private 
buyer using a conservation easement 
$1 50,000 (yr. 2 of 3) 

Funding for the purchase and restora- 
tion of 556 acres of wetland habitat in 
the Rainwater Basin of south-central 
Nebraska. $200,000 (yr. 3 of 3) 

Firstar Fiber 
Converting equipment to make re- 
cycled paper into paper tissue and tow- 
els. $250,000 (yr. 2 of 2) 

Joslyn Castle Institute for Sustainable 
Communities 
Promote regional planning in south- 
eastern Nebraska with civic groups, gov- 
ernment entities and examine its effects 
on the environment. $75,000 (yr. 3 of 3) 

Kearney, City of 
Construction of a new recycling center 
in Kearney. $1 00,000 (yr. 1 of 2) 

Kleager, Dr. Lou 
Funding for the acquisition of 2,449 
acres adjacent to Chadron State Park to 
be used as a new state-owned wildlife 
management area. $200,000 (yr. 1 of 3i 

Lewis & Clark Natural Resources Dis- 
trict 
Funding for the development of in-lake 
sediment control structures for the new 
Powder Creek recreational reservoir. 
$88,000 (yr. 2 of 2)  

Lincoln, City of 
Funding for Eastern Saline wetland ac- 
quisitions and conservation easements 
in Lancaster County. $250,000 (yr. 2 of 3) 

Funding for restoration work at Holmes 
Lake in Lincoln, including the construc- 
tion of new lake wetlands, sediment 
excavation and a post-restoration water 
quality maintenance program. $1 50,000 
(yr. 1 of 3) 

Project for acquisition of land ease- 
ments in the Salt Creek floodplain south 
of Lincoln to serve as natural barriers for 
stream protection and provide a natural 
setting for outdoor recreation. $1 75,000 
(yr.3 of 31 

Loup Basin Resource Conservation 
and Development 
Installation of streambank erosion prac- 
tices along the Cedar River. 564,000 

Lower Platte South Natural Resources 
District 
Funding for conservation easements on 
large contiguous tracts of tallgrass prai- 
rie in southwestern Lancaster County. 
S 150,000 (yr.2 of 3 )  

Nebraska Agri-Business Association 
Funding to host 20 pesticide collection 
events across Nebraska for the collec- 
tion and disposal of unwanted pesti- 
cides. $125,000 (yr. 2 of 2) 

Nebraska Department of Environmen- 
tal Quality 
Grant to enable public water suppliers 
to decommission abandoned wells to 
protect groundwater supplies in Well- 
head Protection Areas. $37,500 

Nebraska Game and Parks Commis- 
sion 
Funding for the development of envi- 
ronmental education trunks to encour- 
age classroom environmental education 
in the Nebraska Panhandle. $9,350 

Funding for a voluntary, incentive-based 
conservation program to create wildlife 
habitat and improve water quality on 
pivot irrigation corners. $100,000 (yr. 1 of 
3; 

Nebraska Law Enforcement Training 
Center 
Funding for the development of a C P  
ROM for training law enforcement offic- 
ers about environmental crimes such as 
illegal dumping, water contamination, 
rural environmental issues and illegal 
hazardous waste storage and disposal. 
$50,000 (awarded from a special Envi- 
ronmental Law Enforcement Fund from 
an EPA fine settlement) 

Nebraska State Irrigation Association 
Funding to assist irrigation districts in 
the South Platte, North Platte and Re- 
publican River basins implement im- 
proved and more cost effective wateF 
utilization measures. $67,000 (yr. 2 of 3) 

Nebraska State Recycling Association 
Funding to provide grants for recycling 
equipment to Nebraska communities. 
$l8O,OOQ 



Nebraska Statewide Arboretum 
Funding to establish a grant program 
for community landscaping projects 
using environmentally sound practices. 
$250,000 (yr. 2 of 3) 

Nebraska Water Policy Task Force 
To review issues relating to Nebraska's 
surface and groundwater laws and make 
recommendations for water policy 
changes to the Governor and Legisla- 
ture. $350,0@0 

Nemaha Natural Resources District 
Construction of sediment control struc- 
tures in Richardson County to  improve 
water quality in "impaired" streams. 
$62,700 (yr. 2 of 2) 

Funding to implement best manage- 
ment practices in the watershed sur- 
rounding Kirkman's Cove Lake. $100,000 
(yr. 1 of 2) 

Create wetland habitat and enhance 
riparian buffer areas in cooperation with 
landowners along Turkey Creek. $75,000 
(yr.3 of 31 

North Platte Natural Resources Dis- 
trict 
Establish buffer strips, install fencing 
and auxiliary watering devices to keep 
livestock out of the stream, improving 
water quality and aquatic habitat in 
Nine Mile Creek. $75,000 (yr. 2 of 2) 

Pheasants Forever 
Program to establish permanent wildlife 
habitat on the corners of center-pivot 
irrigation fields in cooperation with local 
landowners and Natural Resources Dis- 
tricts. $225,000 (yr. 3 of 3) 

Pheasants Forever Nebraska Chapters 

Dixon County Chapter 
Great Plains Chapter 
Pawnee Chapter 
Southwestern Nebraska Chapter 
Tri County Chapter 
Grants for the purchase of new no-till 
drills for conservation plantings. $1 5,000 
to each chapter 

Platte River Basin Environments 
Acquiring critical habitat areas for pro- 
tection, restoration and eventual man- 
agement by public conservation agen- 
cies along the North Platte River and its 
tributaries in western Nebraska. 
$500,000 (yr. 3 of 3) 

Prairie Plains Resource Institute 
Funding for the acquisition and restora- 
tion of a parcel of tallgrass prairie on the 
Platte River. $200,000 (yr. 3 of 3) 

Rainwater Basin Joint Venture 
Funding to restore, enhance and protect 
wetland habitat in the Rainwater Basin. 
$400,000 (yr.3 of 3) 

Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory 
Project to build a coalition of landown- 
ers and land managers that are actively 
involved in the conservation of lands 
important to short grass prairie birds. 
530,000 (yr. 2 of 3) 

South Platte Natural Resources Dis- 
trict 
Project 70 encourage landowners to 
convert to more-efficient center pivot 
irrigation by using Trust grants as a cost 
share for equipment. $100,000 (yr. i of 3) 

Study to investigate groundwater qual- 
ity and flow near Sidney's north well 
field. $1 20,600 (yr. 1 of 3) 

South Sioux City, City of 
Lake improvements at Crystal Cove Park 
in South Sioux City. $40,000 (yr. 1 of 2) 

Tern and Plover Conservation Part- 
nership 
Partnership between private industry, 
state agencies and community groups 
to protect endangered least terns, 
threatened piping plovers, migratory 
shorebirds and other water birds along 
the Platte River. $50,000 (yr.2 of 3) 

The Conservation Fund 
Funding for the acquisition of 1,168 
acres of critical habitat area adjacent to 
Ponca State Park along the Missouri 
River. $21 8,000 (yr. 2 of 2) 

The Nature Conservancy 
Funding to establish permanent conser- 
vation easements on private property 
along the Niobrara River in Keya Paha 
County. $1 50,000 (yr. 1 of 3) 

Funding for the acquisition of a working 
ranch in Cherry County, to be main- 
tained as an example of the important 
role ranching plays in maintaining bio- 
logical diversity in large, unfragmented 
landscapes. $300,000 (yr. 2 of 3) 

University of Nebraska-Cooperative 
Extension 
For the construction of on-farm demon- 
stration sites that use new concepts and 
technologies to minimize the environ- 
mental impacts of small livestock opera- 
tions. $67,750 (yr. 1 of 2) 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Grant to assist livestock producers in 
developing plans to utilize manure 
more efficiently and protect groundwa- 
ter from runoff contamination. $60,000 
(yr. 2 of 3) 

wobraska District - Boy Scouts of 
America 
Funding to continue restoration work at 
Ft. Robinson by replanting approxi- 
mately 30,000 ponderosa pine tree 
seedlings annually. $1 5,000 

The Nebraska Environmental Trust i s  
now accepting applications for the 2005 
grant cycle.The deadline for submitting 
applications is September 7,2004. Appli- 
cation forms are found on the Trust web 
site or can be mailed by request. 

Nebraska Environmental Trust 
2200 N 33rd S-t - PO Box 30370 
Lincoln, NE 68503-0370 



' Facts In Brief 
' The Nebraska Environmental Trust ... 

... is funded by the Nebraska Lottery.The Lottery has transferred more 
than $74 million to the Trust over the last 10 years. 

... covers the cost of operations through interest earnings.TheTrust has 
operated with overhead expenditures equaling less than 2% of income 
since it was created. 

... has completed 10 grant cycles, and will announce the results of the 
eleventh round of award recommendations in January 2004. 

... has received 1,442 applications and awarded 655 grants since 1994. 

p a n t  Awards by Category 1994 - 2003 

- ...- ". . ...-, 
liiducation Wrkllife Habitat .Water Quality Recycling I 

Urban Greenmg .Lakes 1 ___-_'_I__ ^ __ _ _ _  Carbon Management 
-- -- - - . - - - 

Operations Less Than 2% 
of ToGI %. Revenue 

INCOME 
Interest Income $ 486,170.30 
Lottery Proceeds $ 9,701,339.00 

EXPENSES 
Operations $ 41 5,073.76 

Grant Awards 
Legislated Transfers 

Fiscal Note:The Legislature approved a transfer of 
$2,585,000 to the Nebraska Department of Natural 
Resources and $225,929 to the Nebraska Department 
of Environmental Quality. These transfers reduced the 
amount of Lottery proceeds available for grant awards. 

Average Operation Expenses to Income 
Percentage from 1 994-2003 = 1.78% 

Demand Outstrips Availability 

Requests for funding consistently exceed 
amount available for grants. 

$60,000,000 

$50,000,000 

1. $ Awarded 0 S Requested 



Natural Nebraska 

All donors will receive a subscription to Resource, the Nebraska Environmental 
Trust newsletter. This quarterlypublication will keep you informed of the 
projects supported by the Tmst andyour donation. In addition, for contributions 
of $100 ormore, you will receive this beautifulposter by MichaelForsberg, one 
of Nebraska k most talented photographers. For more information about Michael 
Forsberg, visit www.michaelforsbere.com. 

NATURAL 

Nebraskans understand the importance of protecting our natural re- 
sources.Thatls why in 1992 the citizens created the Nebraska Environmental 
Trust. The Trust's unique approach to environmental preservation using lot- 
tery revenues provides the support for the important projects featured in this 
report.These projects and numerous others would not have happened with- 
out grants from the Nebraska Environmental Trust. 

As we move into our second decade, there is still much work to be done. 
Four out of five applications submitted to the Trust cannot be funded-To en- 
sure that every project has a chance to improve the Nebraska landscape, the 
Trust has created the Natural Nebraska" fund, a savings account for the pro- 
tection of Nebraska's natural resources.With your help the Trust can continue 
to preserve our natural heritage for all to enjoy. 

Build your legacy through a gift to the Natural NebraskaTM Fund, the en- 
dowment of the Nebraska Environmental Trust-Your tax-deductible contribu- 
tion provides seed money and vital support for Nebraskans working to pre- 
serve the beauty and bounty of our precious natural resources. And, less than 
3% of every donation i s  spent on administrative costs. 

Give our children the treasures of Nebraska. 
Donate to the Natural Nebraska" Fund today. 

To donate, fill out the included form. For more information, call 
1 -800-NAT-NEBR (866-628-6327) or visit www.naturalnebraska.org 

I Please accept my tax-deductible gift to the Natural Nebraska Fund, to be used solely to help ensure the I 
I beauty and bounty of our state's natural resources far into the future I 

Enclosed is my check for 

D $25 
P $50 
0 $100 
0 $250 
P Other $- 

Please make check out to 
the Natural Nebraska Fund 

Please contact me about: 
P Estate Glfts 
P Bequests 
P Stock Transfers 

My/Our Name 
Address 
City State Zip- 
Day Phone Evening Phone 
E-mail 

Please mail this form to: 
The Natural Nebraska Fund 
c/o The Nebraska Environmental Trust s - 
2200 N 33rd St - PO Box 30370 -A 
Lincoln, NE 68503-0370 N E B R A S ~  
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