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Now I see the secret of making the best person: it is to grow in the
open air and to eat and sleep with the earth.

- Walt Whitman

Landscape painters are taught that two elements are required
for any landscape: foreground and background, earth and sky.
Buildings, fences, animals - these are details that add interest but
are unnecessary. The pair of earth and sky, always joined, makes a
landscape instantly recognizable.

The landscape of Nebraska unfolds in vast stretches of open
plain under blue skies, giving the viewer the impression of empty
space untouched by human hands. But the history and future of
Nebraska is shaped by the people that live on the land. Whether in
cities and towns or on farms and ranches, the stewards of the land
are creating a vision for tomorrow often without the recognition
they deserve. This report, "Faces of the Land" is our small attempt
to showcase the valuable work of Nebraskans on the landscape of
our state.

The Nebraska Environmental Trust believes in supporting all
Nebraskans as they strive to preserve the Nebraska landscape for
the next generation. From cost-share grants for agricultural pro-
ducers to educational programs on carbon sequestration, grant-
ees of the Nebraska Environmental Trust are protecting this place
we call home. I encourage you to read the following stories about
the people that are making a difference every day on the land and
join us in supporting these and many other projects that make
Nebraska a special place to live.
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Back Row: Vincent Kramper - Dakota City; Robert Ravenscroft - Lincoln; Paul Dunn - Omaha; Warren
Arganbright - Valentine; Rex Amack - Nebraska Game & Parks Commission; Robert Krohn - Omaha

Front Row: Barbara Batie - Lexington; Ann Bleed - Department of Natural Resources; Susan Seacrest -
Lincoln; Gloria Erickson - Holdrege; Executive Director Mary A. Harding

Not pictured: John Campbell - Omaha; Greg Ibach - Department of Agriculture; Mike Linder -
Department of Environmental Quality; Dr. Joann Schaefer - Health and Human Services-Regulation &
Licensure
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A Little Bit of Heaven
By Joe Nunn

There is a little bit of heaven
In our lives each passing day
You can see it, you can feel it
And show it in what you say

With the breaking of the dawn
When the birds awake and sing

To the sunrise with its colors
Each morn is like a new Spring
When a mist hangs in the valley

And the air is fresh and clear
A gentle breeze starts to stir

The sky turns blue and seems so near
Cows graze on the meadow

While their calves run and play
Mama lows so softly

The calf goes to her flank to start his day
The stream softly gurgles

As the water flows over rock
A trout rises to the surface

His mealtime needs no clock
A hot shower at the bunkhouse
Or a dip in a cool clear brook

Is one of those precious moments
That helps the way you feel and look

When the morning chores are over
And we work on through the day

We feel the satisfaction
With the smell of new mown hay
Soon the dinner bell is ringing

All hands gather for a meal
Of biscuits, beef, and beans

Again a little bit of heaven we feel
A summer shower passes over

Leaving all things fresh and green
With a rainbow in the east

It is God's own postcard scene
Sitting horseback on a hilltop
As the sun goes slowly down

Watching deer and raccoons at play
I feel like I have a crown

I feel a touch upon my shoulder
Though there is no one for miles

The power of that moment
Brought tears and then some smiles

Back at the barn I unsaddle
With darkness closing in

The magic is still with me
Hoping someday to feel again

In the darkness fireflies dance
The plover and the whippoorwill call

This was a little bit of heaven
I hope one day to deserve it all

5
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Center fCenter fCenter fCenter fCenter for Ruror Ruror Ruror Ruror Rural al al al al AfAfAfAfAffffffairairairairairs Carbon Sequestrs Carbon Sequestrs Carbon Sequestrs Carbon Sequestrs Carbon Sequestraaaaation Initiation Initiation Initiation Initiation Initiatititititivvvvveeeee
TTTTTwwwwwo Gro Gro Gro Gro Grants:ants:ants:ants:ants: $251,144 $251,144 $251,144 $251,144 $251,144
Project partners: Center for Rural Affairs; Lewis & Clark NRD;

Lower Loup NRD; Lower Niobrara NRD; Nemaha NRD; US

Department of Agriculture; University of Nebraska-Lincoln;

Landowners

Carbon is the basic component of all organic matter and

a key to productive soil. Since 2001, the Center for Rural Af-

fairs has utilized Trust grants to establish and expand educa-

tional programming for landowners interested in producing

healthy soil using carbon sequestration.

Landowners in four Natural Resources Districts are par-

ticipating in a series of training sessions on carbon seques-

tration. Participants are also encouraged by incentive pay-

ments to implement the techniques learned in training on

their farm or ranch. After completing the program, partici-

pants understand:

• The value of carbon to healthy soils

• The practices that encourage carbon storage

• Skills and tools needed to measure soil quality

Shell CrShell CrShell CrShell CrShell Creek eek eek eek eek WWWWWaaaaatertertertertershed Imprshed Imprshed Imprshed Imprshed Improoooovvvvvementementementementement
GrGrGrGrGrant:ant:ant:ant:ant: $255,000 $255,000 $255,000 $255,000 $255,000
Project Partners: PrairieLand RC&D Council; Lower Platte

North NRD; Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality;

Shell Creek Watershed Improvement Group; US Department

of Agriculture; Landowners

The Shell Creek watershed drains a 465 square mile area

of east-central Nebraska. Eighty percent of the watershed is

cropland. Current and past management practices have had

negative effects on the soil and water of the area. Finding

solutions to these issues requires a large-scale initiative to

balance the needs of agricultural producers, communities

and wildlife.

The PrairieLand RC&D Council has been working with

landowners in Shell Creek since 1999 to restore the environ-

mental functions of the watershed. Using a conservation

incentive program, project participants are encouraged to

switch to no-till farming and plant conservation buffer

strips. These techniques are highly effective for improving

water quality in riparian areas. The project aims to imple-

ment 600 acres of buffer strips and 80,000 acres of no-till

land, benefiting over 70 miles of surface water in the water-

shed. Other benefits of the project include:

• Reduced runoff and soil erosion on agricultural fields

• Increased habitat area for approximately 12 species of

birds and other wildlife

• A reduction in sediment, nutrient and pesticide pollut-

ants in surface water

The great aim of education is not knowledge but action.

- Herbert Spencer, English Philosopher

It's often said that you learn something new every day.

While this is primarily an anecdote, the fact remains that

learning is crucial to our survival. New ideas and techniques

passed from teacher to student, neighbor to neighbor, pro-

vide opportunities to solve problems with innovative solu-

tions.

The Nebraska Environmental Trust believes education

and outreach is key for protecting our natural resources for

the future. The following projects are examples of outreach

programs provided by grantees of the Nebraska Environ-

mental Trust.

PrPrPrPrPrairairairairairie Pie Pie Pie Pie Pararararartnertnertnertnertners Grs Grs Grs Grs Grassland Birassland Birassland Birassland Birassland Bird Researd Researd Researd Researd Researccccch,h,h,h,h, Outr Outr Outr Outr Outreaceaceaceaceach andh andh andh andh and
ConserConserConserConserConservvvvvaaaaationtiontiontiontion
TTTTTwwwwwo Gro Gro Gro Gro Grants:ants:ants:ants:ants: $316,670 $316,670 $316,670 $316,670 $316,670
Project Partners: Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory;

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission; University of

Nebraska-Lincoln; Upper Niobrara-White Natural Resources

District; Wildcat Audubon Society; Landowners

Outreach education for private landowners is critical in

securing and restoring habitat for shortgrass prairie birds.

By reaching rural, urban and professional audiences, sup-

port for conservation practices can be established.  This out-

reach helps to empower landowners with knowledge to

better manage their properties for native wildlife.

Nebraska Prairie Partners is a cooperative project of

Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory and Nebraska Game and

Parks Commission to achieve their common goal of con-

serving native grassland birds and their habitats by gather-

ing biological information and encouraging private land-

owner involvement in shortgrass prairie habitat steward-

ship in western Nebraska.  Trust funding is used for educa-

tional program delivery, outreach literature development,

and construction and implementation of simple conserva-

tion tools to nurture these conservation opportunities in

the future.  Some of these tools include nest cribs and wa-

tering tank wildlife escape ladders.  Benefits also included:

• Workshops to bridge the gap between the urban and

rural public, helping attendees gain a better apprecia-

tion for farming and ranching neighbors

• One-on-one visits create a connection between land-

owners and tangible habitat management resources

• Programs delivered to adults and children have ex-

ceeded 500 during the last two years
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“Free Land!” proclaimed the posters that attracted settlers

to the western United States after passage of the Home-

stead Act of 1862. The homesteaders that settled in

Nebraska shared a common desire to live off the land. That

spirit survives today in Nebraska, a state that feeds the na-

tion with our agricultural bounty.

The Nebraska Environmental Trust believes that the

people that work the land often know best about how the

land should be preserved for the future. Grants from the

Trust enable our farmers and ranchers to explore new tech-

niques for sustainable, profitable agricultural production.

PrPrPrPrPrescrescrescrescrescribed Gribed Gribed Gribed Gribed Grazing fazing fazing fazing fazing for or or or or WWWWWildlifildlifildlifildlifildlife Hae Hae Hae Hae Habitabitabitabitabitattttt
TTTTTwwwwwo Gro Gro Gro Gro Grants:ants:ants:ants:ants: $250,000 $250,000 $250,000 $250,000 $250,000
Project partners: Nebraska Game & Parks Commission;

Nebraska Cattlemen; Natural Resources Conservation Ser-

vice; Private Cooperators

The prairie ecosystem in Nebraska developed in concert

with grazing animals, such as elk and bison, which fed off

the land. As our state was settled and more acres were re-

moved from grazing, the wildlife species that once thrived

on the prairie have diminished.

Prescribed grazing using cattle is an important manage-

ment tool for restoring prairie & wetland areas. The

Nebraska Game & Parks Commission and its partners are

working with landowners in a unique partnership for graz-

ing on public and private lands using funding from the

Nebraska Environmental Trust. Fencing and water facilities

have been installed on 16 Wildlife Management Areas and

surrounding private tracts. Benefits of the project include:

• Opening of alternate grazing areas for livestock farmers

and ranchers

• Restoration of approximately 16,534 acres of lake,

stream, wetland and prairie habitat

• Improved habitat for rare and endangered species

HorHorHorHorHorse Crse Crse Crse Crse Creek Feek Feek Feek Feek Fenenenenen
GrGrGrGrGrant:ant:ant:ant:ant: $640,200 $640,200 $640,200 $640,200 $640,200
Project partners: The Nature Conservancy; Sandhills Task

Force

Cradled by the vast dunes of the Nebraska Sandhills,

fens are a distinctive and vital feature of one of Nebraska's

most well-known areas. Sandhills fens support a diverse ar-

ray of rare and endangered species of plants and animals.

However, the realities of ranching can compromise the deli-

cate hydrology of fens and encourage the growth of non-

native plant species. Finding a balance between the ranch-

ing economy and the area's natural resources is critical for

the future of the Sandhills.

Horse Creek Fen in Cherry County is considered one of

the best examples of a Sandhills wetland complex. The

3,240 acres of spring seeps, wet meadows, marshes and fen

were acquired by the Nature Conservancy in 1999 using

funding from the Nebraska Environmental Trust. Acquisition

allowed for the passive restoration of the wetland complex

while continuing ranching activities on the property. As part

of a program to support beginning ranchers, in 2005 Horse

Creek Fen was leased to a young ranching family, which will

sustain prosperous ranching operations while ensuring that

native plant and animal communities are protected. Other

benefits include:

• Permanent protection of 3,240 acres of wetland and up-

land habitat

• Promotion of  "conservation by example" in the

Sandhills

• Helps to sustain the ranching culture in rural communi-

ties

NeNeNeNeNebrbrbrbrbraska Centraska Centraska Centraska Centraska Central Basins Resoural Basins Resoural Basins Resoural Basins Resoural Basins Resource ce ce ce ce ArArArArArea CREPea CREPea CREPea CREPea CREP
AAAAAwwwwwararararard d d d d Amount:Amount:Amount:Amount:Amount: $300,000 $300,000 $300,000 $300,000 $300,000
Project partners: Nebraska Game & Parks Commission;

Farm Services Agency; Natural Resources Conservation Ser-

vice; Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality;

Nebraska Department of Agriculture; Pheasants Forever;

Nebraska Corngrowers Association; Landowners

The grassland ecosystem of eastern Nebraska has been

seriously degraded by intensified agriculture. This area was

historically important as habitat for grassland birds and

other wildlife species.

The Nebraska Central Basins Resources Project is a Con-

servation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) that is a

partnership between the USDA and the State of Nebraska

to provide a voluntary, cost-effective conservation program

to establish wildlife habitat on private lands. The program

provides cost-share support for the creation of grasslands,

wetlands and buffer strips to expand habitat and reduce the

amount of agricultural chemicals reaching ground water.

Benefits also include:

• Potential to enroll up to 55,000 acres in wildlife habitat

• Reduction of atrazine that reaches surface and ground

water resources

• Significant increases in the diversity and placement of

vegetation



9

K
en Sievers/O

m
aha W

orld-H
erald

K
en Sievers/O

m
aha W

orld-H
erald

The Changing Face of Agriculture

9



10

For many people, an African safari is a once-in-a-lifetime

opportunity to view wildlife in a natural setting. Fortunately

for most Nebraskans, similar opportunities for wildlife exist in

our state due to the efforts of people dedicated to preserving

habitat areas.

The Nebraska Environmental Trust believes that conserva-

tion on private lands is essential for supporting healthy wild-

life populations in our state. The following are examples of

private lands conservation projects striking a balance be-

tween the needs of wildlife and the realities of our human

society.

NiobrNiobrNiobrNiobrNiobrararararara Ria Ria Ria Ria Rivvvvver Conserer Conserer Conserer Conserer Conservvvvvaaaaation Easement Prtion Easement Prtion Easement Prtion Easement Prtion Easement Projectojectojectojectoject
GrGrGrGrGrant:ant:ant:ant:ant: $250,000 $250,000 $250,000 $250,000 $250,000
Project partners: Niobrara Council; National Parks Service;

Nebraska Game & Parks Commission; The Nebraska Land

Trust; Fire Learning Network; US Fish & Wildlife Service; Land-

owners

One of the most scenic and biologically-diverse areas in

Nebraska is the Niobrara River valley. A unique area at the

crossroads of six distinct ecosystems, this pristine area faces

increasing development for cabins and vacation homes,

threatening not only wildlife but the ranching heritage of the

area. The Niobrara Council plans to protect the Niobrara River

by purchasing conservation easements from willing sellers

using a grant from the Nebraska Environmental Trust. Conser-

vation easements provide landowners along the Niobrara a

viable alternative to subdividing ranches as development in-

creases land values and property taxes. Benefits of the project

include:

• Permanent protection of critical habitat for species of con-

cern

• Preservation of scenic areas and outlooks

• Continuation of the area's ranching tradition

MissourMissourMissourMissourMissouri Rii Rii Rii Rii Rivvvvver er er er er WWWWWetlands Reseretlands Reseretlands Reseretlands Reseretlands Reservvvvve Enhancement Pre Enhancement Pre Enhancement Pre Enhancement Pre Enhancement Prooooogggggrrrrramamamamam
GrGrGrGrGrant:ant:ant:ant:ant: $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000
Project partners: Papio-Missouri River NRD; Lewis and Clark

NRD; Lower Platte South NRD; The Nature Conservancy; Natu-

ral Resources Conservation Service; Nemaha NRD; Landown-

ers

The Missouri River is considered one of the nation's most

threatened rivers. Channelization and flood control measures

have caused adjacent wetlands to run dry, forcing migratory

waterfowl and other species of concern to find new habitat

areas. The Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District has

launched a large-scale effort to preserve and enhance wet-

lands along the Missiouri from Ponca to Rulo. A team of biolo-

gists, engineers and planners work with private landowners

to acquire permanent, 30 or 10-year easements on wetland

and upland habitat. Benefits of the project include:

• Approximately 18,000 acres of habitat restored and pro-

tected

• Improved water quality and flood control

• Provides new uses for marginal cropland along the Mis-

souri River

Sandhill RiparSandhill RiparSandhill RiparSandhill RiparSandhill Riparian/Wian/Wian/Wian/Wian/Wetland Conseretland Conseretland Conseretland Conseretland Conservvvvvaaaaationtiontiontiontion
GrGrGrGrGrant:ant:ant:ant:ant: $250,000 $250,000 $250,000 $250,000 $250,000
Project partners: Sandhills Task Force; Ranchers

The Nebraska Sandhills are the world's largest sand dune

formation. Approximately 90% of all Sandhills property is pri-

vately owned, and contains wetlands and streams vital to mi-

gratory waterfowl and other wildlife. The Sandhills Task Force

is using a grant from the Nebraska Environmental Trust to ac-

quire conservation easements from willing sellers on unique

Sandhills habitat. The project is designed to protect wetland

and riparian habitat while preserving normal, open-range

ranching operations. Features and benefits of the project in-

clude:

• Restoration of degraded wetlands and streams for in-

creased water quality

• Use of a holistic approach to establish higher native grass-

land diversity

• Encourages beginning ranchers to start new operations in

the Sandhills

PrPrPrPrPrescrescrescrescrescribed Buribed Buribed Buribed Buribed Burn Mobile Fn Mobile Fn Mobile Fn Mobile Fn Mobile Fiririririre Cre Cre Cre Cre Creeeeewwwww
GrGrGrGrGrant:ant:ant:ant:ant: $130,000 $130,000 $130,000 $130,000 $130,000
Project Partners: Central Platte Natural Resources District;

Platte River Habitat Partnership; Landowners

Approximately 50% of Nebraska contains grassland acres

that provide grazing space for cattle as well as critical habitat

for grassland birds. Nebraska's grasslands face deterioration

and encroachment from invasive species such as red cedar,

and landowners have few cost-effective solutions to the

problem. Prescribed burning is an effective tool for dealing

with invasive grassland species. The Central Platte Natural Re-

sources District is using Trust funding to reestablish pre-

scribed burning as a management practice on private lands.

Central Platte NRD and its partners provide assistance to land-

owners in the Platte River valley when developing and ex-

ecuting safe burns on their property. Benefits from the

project include:

• Improved pasture quality

• Increased nesting and breeding areas for prairie birds

• Reduction in non-native plant species on grassland acres
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2005 Grant Listing
The following is a listing of the 2005

grants awarded by the Nebraska Environ-

mental Trust. The Trust can provide

grants over a three-year period, and the

funding year is noted accordingly. Due to

space limitations, only the project spon-

sor has been listed; to find out about ad-

ditional project partners contact the

Trust office at 402-471-5409.

Audubon Nebraska
Funding to protect critical bird habitat adjacent to
Audubon's Rowe Sanctuary through land pur-
chases. $375,000

Bellevue, City of
Funding to preserve and restore one mile of habitat
along the Missouri River. $200,000 (yr. 2 of 2)

Buckboard Ranch
Funding for water control structures to restore a
degraded section of Birdwood Creek in the
Nebraska Sandhills. $37,000

Center for Rural Affairs
Funding to encourage farmers to use alternatives to
agricultural chemicals as they transition to organic
farming. $26,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Project to educate farmers about carbon manage-
ment practices to reduce the risk of drought and
erosion while reducing production costs. $55,371
(yr. 2 of 2)

Central Platte Natural Resources District
Funding for a fire coordinator to promote and plan
prescribed burning for grassland management.
$40,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

CLEAR Team
Cooperative effort to improve water quality and
aquatic habitat in small community lakes. $450,000
(yr. 1 of 3)

Ducks Unlimited, Inc.
Project to improve and restore 12,000 acres of wet-
land and grassland habitat for Northern Pintails and
other migratory waterfowl. $350,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Folsom Children's Zoo & Botanical Gar-
dens
Funding to renovate a section of Lincoln's Folsom
Children's Zoo as a demonstration exhibit on con-
servation with native plant species. $35,000

Fontenelle Nature Association
Environmental education project that teaches
Omaha schoolchildren about the Missouri River.
$10,000 (yr. 2 of 2)

Great Plains District, Longs Peak Council,
Boy Scouts of America
Funding to continue restoration work at Ft.
Robinson by replanting approximately 15,000 pon-
derosa pine tree seedlings annually. $15,000

Groundwater Foundation, The
Project to engage youth across Nebraska and edu-
cate about Nebraska's groundwater resources.
$66,781 (yr. 1 of 2)

Educational project to assist communities in south-
east Nebraska in protecting their source water sup-
plies. $49,927 (yr. 2 of 2)

Joslyn Castle Institute for Sustainable
Communities
Project to build a coalition of municipalities and
other stakeholders within a 60-mile radius of
Omaha to address the environmental and eco-
nomic impacts of rapid development in the region.
$69,450 (yr. 1 of 3)

Kearney, City of
Funding for the construction of an environmental
resource center in Kearney's Heritage Park using
recycled and energy saving products and construc-
tion. $200,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Keep Nebraska Beautiful
Funding to establish a pilot household hazardous
waste collection program as a model for a future
statewide collection program. $77,750

Keep Omaha Beautiful, Inc.
Grant for an educational program on water pollu-
tion in Omaha using public service announcements,
written materials and plastic discs on storm drains.
$2,000

Kleager, Dr. Lou
Funding for the acquisition of 2,449 acres adjacent
to Chadron State Park to be used as a new state-
owned wildlife management area. $400,000 (yr. 3 of
3)

Lincoln, City of
Project to purchase, restore and maintain a 228-acre
native prairie adjacent to Lincoln's Pioneer Park.
$203,000 (yr. 2 of 2)

Project for protection of saline wetlands through
acquisition or easement of natural buffers on
nearby wetlands and adjacent areas. $220,000 (yr. 3
of 3)

Project for acquisition of land easements in the Salt
Creek floodplain south of Lincoln to serve as natural
barriers for stream protection and provide a natural
setting for outdoor recreation. $400,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Lower Big Blue Natural Resources District
Funding to improve water quality in impaired Swan
5 Lake through the construction of the sediment
basins, flood control and grade stabilization struc-
tures on private lands. $150,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Lower Loup Natural Resources District
Grant for the purchase of a new no-till drill for con-
servation plantings. $8,400

Nebraska Agri-Business Association, Inc.
Project to host pesticide collection events across
Nebraska for the collection and disposal of un-
wanted pesticides. $83,333 (yr. 1 of 3)

Nebraska Corn Development, Utilization
and Marketing Board
Program to develop better working relationships
between livestock and crop producers regarding
manure nutrient management. $15,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Nebraska Department of Agriculture
Funding to encourage regional Weed Management
Areas and promote long-term control of noxious
and invasive weeds. $83,333 (yr. 1 of 3)

Nebraska Department of Environmental
Quality
Cost-share assistance for cleanup activities at five
Superfund National Priorities List sites in Nebraska.
$458,333 (yr. 2 of 3)

Nebraska Department of Natural Re-
sources
Funding for a program administrator to assist land-
owners enrolling in the Conservation Reserve En-
hancement Program in selected areas of the Platte
and Republican River Basins. $30,000

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Funding to purchase prescribed burn equipment
for public and private use to improve wildlife habi-
tat. $13,870

Project to protect and enhance public lands cur-
rently held in trust by the Board of Educational
Lands and Funds. $350,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Project is to significantly improve habitat for grass-
land birds on 20,000 acres and provide public ac-
cess to 200,000 acres of private land currently en-
rolled in the Conservation Reserve Program.
$275,000

Funding to construct exhibits on water issues at the
new Lake McConaughy Visitor/Water Interpretive
Center. $125,360 (yr. 2 of 3)

Project to conserve tallgrass prairie areas on public
and private lands in Nebraska. $50,000 (yr. 2 of 2)

Funding to purchase 160 acres of critical wildlife
habitat adjacent to the Metcalf Wildlife Manage-
ment Area. $73,500

Project to conserve and restore grassland habitat
areas within the Big Bend Reach of the Platte River.
$35,000 (yr. 2 of 2)
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Cost-share program to remove invasive plant spe-
cies on 1,000 acres of public and private land in the
Platte and Republican River Basins to improve
grassland and wetland habitat. $50,000

Funding for the conservation, restoration and en-
hancement of aquatic ecosystems across the state.
$500,000 (yr. 2 of 2)

Funding for a voluntary, incentive-based conserva-
tion program to create wildlife habitat and improve
water quality on pivot irrigation corners. $100,000
(yr. 3 of 3)

Funding for a habitat-based conservation program
working with Nebraska farmers and ranchers.
$100,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Project to improve wildlife habitat on private lands
by installing fencing and watering facilities to allow
for prescribed grazing management. $100,000

Project is to restore 102 acres of wetlands adjacent
to the Missouri River on the Elk Point Bend addition
to Ponca State Park and on the Elk Point Bend WMA.
$200,000

Funding to assist in the implementation of a state-
wide plan for non-game wildlife conservation.
$75,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Nebraska Partnership for All-Bird Conser-
vation
Funding to complete an interactive web site on
public birding sites in Nebraska. $7,300

Nebraska State Recycling Association
Grant program for Nebraska communities to pur-
chase recycling equipment. $200,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Nebraska Tallgrass Prairie Partnership
Cost-share program for landowners to implement
on-the-ground tallgrass prairie conservation
projects on private lands. $225,000

Nemaha Natural Resources District
Program to implement landowner best manage-
ment practices to improve water quality in Iron
Horse Trail Lake. $50,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Niobrara Council
Funding for the purchase of conservation ease-
ments along the Niobrara National Scenic River.
$250,000

Northern Prairies Land Trust
Funding for the purchase of a conservation ease-
ment on the historic Old Baldy Site near Lynch.
$110,000

Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources
District
Project to work with private landowners to acquire
permanent cost-shared easements on wetland ar-
eas along the Missouri River. $500,000

Pheasants Forever Nebraska Chapters

Bazile Creek Ringnecks Chapter
Burt County Chapter
Cedar River Ringnecks Chapter
Cornhusker Chapter
Elkhorn Valley Chapter
Rock Creek Chapter
Grants for the purchase of new no-till drills for con-
servation plantings. $15,000 to each chapter

Pheasants Forever, Inc.
Program to establish permanent wildlife habitat on
the corners of center-pivot irrigation fields in coop-
eration with local landowners and Natural Re-
sources Districts. $150,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Platte River Basin Environments, Inc.
Grant for the purchase and preservation of approxi-
mately 4,000 acres of mountain/prairie ecotone in
the Wildcat Hills of western Nebraska. $300,000 (yr. 2
of 2)

Platte River Whooping Crane Maintenance
Trust, Inc.
Project to restore and enhance sandbar nesting
habitat for the endangered least tern and threat-
ened piping plover along the Big Bend reach of the
central Platte River. $20,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

PrairieLand RC&D Council
Funding to implement conservation practices in the
Shell Creek watershed that will increase water qual-
ity and reduce damage from erosion and flooding.
$85,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory
Project to protect and enhance shortgrass prairie
habitat in Western Nebraska vital to a number of at-
risk flora and fauna species. $73,641 (yr. 2 of 3)

Cooperative project to conserve native grassland
birds and their habitats by encouraging private
landowner involvement in shortgrass prairie habitat
stewardship in western Nebraska. $66,240 (yr. 1 of 3)

Running Water Ranching Coalition
Funding to establish a broad, landowner-driven
coalition to protect valuable upper Niobrara River
headwaters, high plains prairies, scenic Pine Ridge
and their ecosystems. $15,000

Sandhills Task Force
Funding for the purchase of conservation ease-
ments on wetland and riparian habitat in the
Nebraska Sandhills. $250,000

Grant to assist private landowners in the restoration
of degraded streams and wetlands in the Nebraska
Sandhills. $93,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

South Platte Natural Resources District
Study to investigate groundwater quality and flow
near Sidney's north well field. $42,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

Project to encourage landowners to convert to
more-efficient center pivot irrigation by using Trust
grants as a cost-share for equipment. $100,000 (yr. 3
of 3)

Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership
Partnership between private industry, state agen-
cies and community groups to protect endangered
least terns, threatened piping plovers, migratory
shorebirds and other water birds along the Platte
River. $42,030 (yr. 1 of 3)

The Nature Conservancy
Funding to establish permanent conservation ease-
ments on private property along the Niobrara River
in Keya Paha County. $100,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

University of Nebraska - Cooperative Ex-
tension
Project to establish demonstration sites and utilize
native landscaping to minimize the risks of lead
contamination. $22,333 (yr. 2 of 3)

University of Nebraska - Lincoln
Funding to provide training to educators on water,
habitat and wildlife conservation activities. $36,367
(yr. 1 of 3)

Upper Elkhorn Natural Resources District
Cost-share assistance for abandoned well closure
along the East Branch Verdigre Creek near Royal.
$20,000

WasteCap Nebraska
Project to develop a series of six workshops and six
collection events to educate businesses about uni-
versal waste handling and disposal. $40,000 (yr. 1 of
3)

The Nebraska Environmental Trust is now ac-
cepting applications for the 2007 grant cycle.
The deadline for submitting applications is Sep-
tember 5, 2006. Application forms are found on
the Trust web site, www.environmentaltrust.org
or can be mailed by calling the Trust office.

Nebraska Environmental Trust
700 S 16th Street - PO Box 94913
Lincoln, NE  68509-4913

402-471-5409
www.environmentaltrust.org
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Facts in Brief
The Nebraska Environmental Trust...

• ... is funded by the Nebraska Lottery. The Lottery
has transferred more than $91 million to the Trust
over the last 12 years.

• ... covers the cost of operations through interest
earnings. The Trust has operated with overhead
expenditures equaling less than 3% of income
since it was created.

• ... has completed 12 grant cycles, and will an-
nounce the results of the thirteenth round of
award recommendations in February 2006.

• ...has received 1,657 applications and awarded
791 grants since 1994.

Operations Less Than 3% of
Total Revenue

Average Operation Expenses to Income
Percentage from 1994-2005 = 2.17%

Grant Awards by Category 1994-2005

Demand Outstrips Availability
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The untamed spirit of the Nebraska Sandhills has captured the hearts of many

wandering travelers. One of those travelers was Pamela Sprenkle, who fell in love

with the broad expanses of prairie and rolling dunes of the area and decided to stay

on an 18-acre ranch near Valentine. "I live a dream come true, and I call that dream

Sweet Grove Homestead," says Sprenkle. Now, this love for one of Nebraska's special

places will be used to preserve it for generations to come.

Ms. Sprenkle has graciously bequeathed the Sweet Grove Homestead as a

planned gift to the endowment fund of the Nebraska Environmental Trust. Funds

from the sale of the estate will be used to establish the Sandhills Legacy Fund for

conservation work in the Nebraska Sandhills. Ms. Sprenkle has requested that these

funds be applied to such projects as restoration and/or protection of native vegeta-

tion and fauna; the purchasing of conservation easements; and re-fencing of range-

lands to promote responsible grazing within the Sandhills region.

People who want to preserve the land that so inspired Pamela Sprenkle and

countless others can through the Sandhills Legacy Fund. When you support the

Sandhills Legacy Fund, your contribution is distributed to critical environmental projects that improve water quality, protect

wildlife habitat and support ranchers throughout this precious and ecologically rich region.

Since 1994, the Trust has been able to fund nearly 20 percent of the grants requested. But there is more work to be done.

So many worthy projects that would preserve the state's ecosystem go unfunded. The Trust looks to the continued support

from people like you to help protect Nebraska's phenomenal natural heritage.

The level of conservation efforts that are needed across Nebraska would not be possible without the help of people like

you, individuals that appreciate the state's beauty. The Nebraska Environmental Trust enables donors to protect the precious

ecosystem we often take for granted - rich earth, clean air, fresh water and thriving wildlife - with results that benefit the way

of life for all Nebraskans. Please consider giving to the Sandhills Legacy Fund by completing and returning the form

below, or by contacting the Nebraska Environmental Trust at 402-471-5409.

Enclosed is my check for:

❏ $25
❏❏❏❏❏ $50
❏❏❏❏❏ $100
❏❏❏❏❏ $250
❏❏❏❏❏ Other $

Please make checks out to
the Sandhills Legacy Fund

Please contact me about:

❏ ❏ ❏ ❏ ❏ Designating My Gift
❏ ❏ ❏ ❏ ❏ Estate Gifts
❏ ❏ ❏ ❏ ❏ Bequests
❏ ❏ ❏ ❏ ❏ Stock Transfers

Please accept my tax-deductible gift to the Sandhills Legacy Fund, to be used solely to help ensure the
beauty and bounty of our state's natural resources far into the future.

Please mail this form to:
The Sandhills Legacy Fund
c/o The Nebraska Environmental Trust
700 S 16th Street - PO Box 94913
Lincoln, NE  68509-4913

My/Our Name

Address

City State Zip

Day Phone Evening Phone

E-mail

Today, Tomorrow and Beyond
Preserving Nebraska’s Natural Heritage: The Sandhills Legacy Fund




