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Message from Board Chair

Now as a partner in our family farm that is 136 years old, I am even more committed to preserving 
the land, water and air for future generations. Caring stewardship will ensure that we pass along 
these three gifts in better condition than we received them.

� at is the mission I hope to carry forward this year as chair of the Nebraska Environmental Trust. 
Since 1993 the Trust has been enabling Nebraskans to preserve the state’s natural legacy and pass 
along those natural wonders to future generations. � rough education, active preservation and 
restoration e� orts and exploration of new ideas and concepts, Nebraskans are partnering to keep the 
“good life.”

� is year the Trust, with signi� cant input from our grantees and the general public, reevaluated the 
� ve funding categories used in our grant process. We were amazed, but pleased, that with only some 
minor changes these categories were still on track with the vision Nebraskans have for their environmental 
future. We will continue to address habitat, surface and ground water, waste management, air quality 
and soil management in grant applications from 2011-2015. 

I am entering my seventh year on the Nebraska Environmental Trust board and I am still learning 
new things about this great state. From our knowledgeable and e�  cient sta�  to my fellow board 
members, there are always new insights and it is an honor and pleasure to serve with them.

It is my sincere hope that the readers of this annual report will share in the wonder and excitement
of exploring “Beautiful Nebraska” and seek out opportunities to enjoy the Cornhusker State.

Sincerely,

Barb Bierman Batie
Board Chair
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As a native Nebraskan with pioneer roots I developed an appreciation 
for the wide-open spaces and varied landscapes of our state at an 
early age. As a youngster one of my favorite places to play was in 
the remnants of the tree claim south of our house where the wind 
passed through the cottonwoods and the pasture grass rustled with 
the breeze. � ere were still several pieces of native prairie in our 
neighborhood and they were a particular delight to visit.

An aunt and uncle moved to West Central Nebraska in the mid-
1960s and my horizons expanded to include the wonder of the 
Sandhill crane migration along the Platte River. My father loved 
to hit the open road and many a family trip was spent exploring 
the state from the Missouri River to rugged Wildcat Hills of the 
Panhandle to the Niobrara and down to Willa Cather country.



“Progress Through Partnerships”

� e Nebraska Environmental Trust was created by the Nebraska Legislature in 1992 for the purposes 
of environmental conservation and restoration.  Having been in existence for the last 17 years, the Trust 
has to-date provided over $142 million in grants to more than 1,134 projects across the state, using 
revenue from the Nebraska Lottery.  � ese projects range from habitat restoration and preservation 
to water conservation, waste management, air quality, soil management, recycling and environmental 
education.

In its environmental conservation and restoration activities, the Trust has worked with various entities 
and individuals to bring these projects to fruition. Some of these entities include state agencies like the 
Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality; the Nebraska Department of Agriculture; the 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission; and organizations like the Rainwater Basin Joint Venture; 
Ducks Unlimited; Pheasants Forever and the Natural Resources Districts. 

� e Nebraska Environmental Trust positions itself as a partner to these di� erent bodies in bringing 
projects together, which otherwise would not have been possible due to lack of funding. Our main 
thrust is to collaborate with these partners and spearhead environmental initiatives that will make a 
di� erence to Nebraska’s future.

� e Nebraska Environmental Trust works to preserve, protect and restore our natural resources for 
future generations. Anyone – citizens, organizations, communities, farmers and businesses – can apply 
for funding to protect habitat, improve water quality and establish recycling programs in Nebraska.
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“From the Eyes of our Partners”

“Some wonderful community projects--with 
sustainable, water-conserving landscapes--have 
been completed all across the state thanks to funding 
from NET.  Many small communities have dedicated 
volunteers eager to beautify their public green 
spaces, but they simply don’t have enough funds 
to cover them.  � rough the combined resources 
of NET funding and local volunteer e� orts, some 
incredible projects have been carried out.”  Justin 
Evertson, Nebraska Forest Service Statewide Ar-
boretum Program 

“� e University of Nebraska and the Nebraska Environ-
mental Trust make a great team for endangered species 
conservation.  By teaming two of Nebraska’s most respected 
entities with all of our other partners, the Tern and 
Plover Conservation Partnership’s (TPCP) mission of 
common-sense conservation is spreading across the state.   

When I travel talking about the TPCP, audiences are 
intrigued when I describe the Nebraska Environmental 
Trust. Every person I speak with wishes their state had 
such an organization. � e Trust is giving the country, 
and the world, a very positive impression of Nebraska.  
Mary Bomberger Brown, Tern and Plover Conservation 
Partnership

“� e Nebraska Environmental Trust has been an 
invaluable partner with the Nebraska Aquatic Habitat 
Program in providing State match for over $17 
million Federal dollars to help rehabilitate 46 lakes 
and reservoirs during the last 13 years.” Randy 
Winter, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

“We have greatly appreciated the support of the Trust 
through the years.  Trust monies administered through 
this agency have provided support to the Water Policy 
Task Force, helped install water meters, provided assistance 
in understanding the impacts of riparian vegetation on 
water quantity and quality, research quantifying evapo-
ration and evapotranspiration from tilled and untilled 
� elds, educational e� orts to maximize bene� ts of pivot 
water use under a constrained water supply, and provided 
early assistance in Nebraska administration of Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program funds.  � ese e� orts 
have helped Nebraskans to better manage a vital natural 
resource.  � e Trust is a very important partner in
addressing Nebraska’s natural resources needs.  � ank 
you for your e� orts.” Steve Gaul, Nebraska
Department of Natural Resources

“Undeniably, the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission’s 
ability to develop and enhance Nebraska’s state park
system is greatly strengthened by our continued partnership 
with the Nebraska Environmental Trust.  Ponca State 
Park is a prime example, where outdoor education and 
conservation themes are central to park development.  
Trust funding there has allowed us to preserve and 
enhance the Missouri River ecosystem, develop environ-
mentally sensitive waste management systems and most 
recently, construct straw bale cabins, where overnight 
guests can practice resource stewardship and experience 
sustainable living methods for conserving our environment.  
Each of those are now components of the park’s outdoor 
education programming”. 
Jim Swenson, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

“Working with NET over the years to implement 
meaningful environmental projects in southeast Nebraska 
has been motivational, inspirational and rewarding.” 
Scott Nelson, Nemaha NRD.

“� e Nebraska Environmental Trust Fund grant has 
allowed UNL Extension to partner with the PrairieLand 
RC&D, NRCS, No-till on the Plains, several
agribusiness and farmer cooperators, and others to 
enhance our no-till educational programs in a time 
that budget cuts are eliminating some programs.  With 
the combined e� orts of all the partners, we are making 
better use of our limited resources, helping the farmers 
of Nebraska adopt and improve their continuous
no-till production systems.  By using continuous 
no-till, farmers are reducing risks to the environment 
while improving productivity and pro� tability.” Paul 
Jasa, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension

“In talking with producers we have received numerous 
compliments on the quality of the outstanding
programs made available to producers by the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust partnership.  � e producers realize 
and appreciate both the educational bene� t as well as 
the � nancial assistance that has been provided for these 
programs.” Brian Lindley, Executive Director, 
No-till on the Plains, Inc.

“� e mission of the Nebraska Lottery is to generate 
proceeds for good causes while providing quality 
entertainment options to Nebraskans. We are proud 
to support the Nebraska Environmental Trust in 
protecting the natural resources of our state. Together, 
we are truly helping to build a better Nebraska.”
Jim Haynes, Director, Nebraska Lottery 
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“Partnerships In Habitat”
Ron Seymour and Jo Seiler had a broad range 
of goals in mind with a recent NET grant for 
the Highlands Park Arboretum.  Amazingly, 
they said, “� e NET Trees for Nebraska Towns 
project allowed us to do everything we
envisioned.” It beauti� es an important community 
area originally established as the � rst Hastings 
community park in 1873; it includes the
Hastings Museum, a historic cemetery, a picnic 
area, Fisher Fountain and city utility o�  ces.  
� e new trees replace ones lost to age and storm 
damage and some susceptible to future problems 
from emerald ash borer and pine wilt.  

� ere is also a strong educational component to 
the plantings, Seymour said. Besides showcasing 
recommended, well-adapted trees for the area, 
it provides an outdoor classroom for 4-H clubs, 
boy and girl scouts, high school and college 
students. Local UNL Master Gardeners and the 
Hastings Kiwanis Club contributed signi� cantly 
to the e� ort.  � e grant is part of ReTree
Nebraska e� orts to plant a million trees by 
2017.  Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, Inc. 
created the landscape design which helps meet 
the ambitious goals and master plan of this 
recently-a�  liated arboretum.

Ron Seymour (left) and Seth Ostrander unwrap one of 
the newly planted Black Hills Spruce trees Saturday, 
April 4, 2009, at Highland Park in Hastings. Photo by 
Brent McCown, Hastings Tribune

Nebraska Prairie Partners (NPP), a partnership between 
the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory and the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission, biologists found that
increasing numbers of Ferruginous Hawks were nesting in 
trees rather than on the ground.  Biologists observed a need 
for more secure nesting sites and were concerned about the 
potential impact wind farms might have on available sites. 
� us, NPP developed a plan to provide nesting platforms 
in the panhandle.

Western Nebraska is predominately privately owned and 
supports the majority of Nebraska’s Ferruginous Hawk 
nesting sites.  Landowners quickly became interested 
in helping conserve one of Nebraska’s species of highest 
conservation concern. � ey helped choose optimal sites for 
platforms on their land, and often accompanied biologists 
to help with the installation. In the last year, 25 nesting 
platforms have been erected. Landowners will monitor 
platforms for signs of activity and report back to NPP.
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Conservation.  Sensible solutions.  � at is the motto of the Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership.  
� e Partnership is a proactive, cooperative e� ort between sand and gravel mining companies, real 
estate developers, lakeshore housing development homeowner associations, state and federal agencies, 
NRDs, NGOs, small businesses, local governments, schools, youth groups, utility and construction 
companies, the University of Nebraska and the Nebraska Environmental Trust to conserve and protect 
endangered Interior Least Terns and threatened Piping Plovers in Nebraska. 

Since our founding in 1999, there have been no violations of any state or federal endangered species
or wildlife protection laws by any of our partners and the birds are nesting successfully, moving 
toward stable population sizes.  By working together, we are proving that people and these imperiled 
birds can live side by side and thrive.  

Photos - Courtesy of Joel Jorgensen, Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission
Photos - Courtesy of Joel Jorgensen, Nebraska 

In 2008 the Nebraska Environmental 
Trust approved a grant application 
submitted by the Prescribed Burn 
Taskforce.  � is grant project has been 
instrumental in increasing the capac-
ity of the Taskforce when it comes to 
education and prescribed burning.  So 
far the grant has enabled the purchase 
of � re� ghting equipment including 
handtools, communications equip-
ment and truck mounted � re� ghting 
equipment.  

� e Trust grant has helped the Task-
force to conduct four landowner 
prescribed burn training sessions in 
Nebraska to the bene� t of over 100 
producers this year.

Interior Least Tern Chick

Interior Least Tern
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“Partnerships In Surface and 
Groundwater”

� e City of Lincoln Rain Garden project began in 2008, with assistance from the Nebraska Environ-
mental Trust. � e goal of this project is to create awareness about the simple things homeowners can do 
to improve water quality. � e grant provides homeowners and schools with the opportunity to install 
a rain garden, with 80% of the cost covered by grant funds from the Nebraska Environmental Trust, 
City of Lincoln, Lower Platte South Natural Resources District and the Department of Environmental 
Quality. 

� e remaining 20% is paid through a partnership with each homeowner. � anks to recent survey 
results conducted in fall 2009, over 90% of homeowners are satis� ed with their rain gardens. With 
these � ve partnerships the City has had the opportunity to install 82 rain gardens to date and educate 
over 500 residents individually through site evaluations and presentations and an unknown, but much 
greater number of residents through publicity e� orts.

Rain Garden in action!

The Nemaha NRD has been working with District
irrigators to provide cost-share assistance for the purchase 
of � owmeters.  � e � owmeters provide bene� ts for 
both the producer as well as the NRD.  Producers with 
� owmeters are able to monitor exactly the amount of 
groundwater being pumped and applied and it can also 
alert them of problems with the well.  � e NRD bene� ts 
from the required annual water usage report and that data is 
used in conjunction with groundwater modeling software.

The Nemaha NRD has been working with District
irrigators to provide cost-share assistance for the purchase 
of � owmeters.  � e � owmeters provide bene� ts for 
both the producer as well as the NRD.  Producers with 
� owmeters are able to monitor exactly the amount of 
groundwater being pumped and applied and it can also 
alert them of problems with the well.  � e NRD bene� ts 
from the required annual water usage report and that data is 
used in conjunction with groundwater modeling software.

Groundwater Guardian Green Sites is a program 
of � e Groundwater Foundation created to 
recognize highly-managed green spaces for their 
groundwater and environmental stewardship.  
Site managers complete an application that 
uniformly evaluates their current practices related 
to pesticide and fertilizer applications, water use, 
managing sources of pollution and protecting 
water quality. 

� e Nebraska Environmental Trust provided 
funds that enabled � e Groundwater Foundation 
to work with a variety of sites around the state 
to participate in the program and document the 
impact of their groundwater-friendly practices.  
Since the program began in 2007, participating 
Groundwater Guardian Green Sites have docu-
mented a reduction of roughly 100,000 pounds 
of fertilizer, a reduction in pesticide use of 38%, 
a savings of over 224,000,000 gallons of water, 
and the proper disposal of thousands of pounds 
of potentially toxic substances like batteries, used 
oil, antifreeze and tires.
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� e Upper Loup Natural Resources District (ULNRD), located in 
the Sandhills, overlies the thickest portions of the High Plains Aquifer, 
yet has the lowest density of test holes in the state. To address this 
data gap, a geologic framework study was initiated as a cooperative 
e� ort between the ULNRD, the Geology and Water Resources 
Disciplines of the USGS, Conservation and Survey Division - UNL 
and the Nebraska Environmental Trust. Six test holes have been 
drilled providing detailed lithologic descriptions and borehole 
geophysical  data where little information previously existed. Two 
monitoring wells were installed at each test hole location providing 
the ULNRD with an opportunity to collect long term water level 
and water quality data. 

Surface geophysical data have been collected using Time-Domain 
Electromagnetic and Audio Magnetotelluric methods in test hole 
drilling locations and between test holes. Early results indicate that 
these methods have provided accurate lithologic information to 
depths of 800 feet.

� e Nebraska Department of Natural Resources and the UNL School 
of Natural Resources have partnered in “Riparian Vegetation Impacts on 
Water Quantity, Quality and Stream Ecology”.  � e project’s three-year 
goal is to document and understand the complex behavior and response of 
river systems to riparian vegetation removal.  It is intended to provide 
understanding of the effectiveness of riparian vegetation management 
strategies in controlling consumptive water use in water-short areas of the
state, especially in the Platte Basin above Columbus and the Republican Basin.

Project � eld sites are located near Holbrook and Kearney.  � e research is being 
coordinated with other e� orts and should provide a better understanding of 
the impacts of riparian vegetation (and its removal) on consumptive use, 
water quality and stream ecology.  � at, in turn, should assist the wide 
spectrum of Nebraska entities engaged in integrated water management 
planning and vegetation management programs.

� e Nebraska Department of Natural Resources and the UNL School 
of Natural Resources have partnered in “Riparian Vegetation Impacts on 
Water Quantity, Quality and Stream Ecology”.  � e project’s three-year 
goal is to document and understand the complex behavior and response of 
river systems to riparian vegetation removal.  It is intended to provide 
understanding of the effectiveness of riparian vegetation management 
strategies in controlling consumptive water use in water-short areas of the
state, especially in the Platte Basin above Columbus and the Republican Basin.

Project � eld sites are located near Holbrook and Kearney.  � e research is being 
coordinated with other e� orts and should provide a better understanding of 
the impacts of riparian vegetation (and its removal) on consumptive use, 
water quality and stream ecology.  � at, in turn, should assist the wide 
spectrum of Nebraska entities engaged in integrated water management 
planning and vegetation management programs.

� e Aquatic Habitat Rehabilitation Initiative, a three-year 
Nebraska Environmental Trust grant, has helped the 
Nebraska Aquatic Habitat Program (NAQHP) directly 
� nance � ve projects statewide.  In addition, the Initiative 
grant also provided state match for federal funds, and 
freed up local, state and federal funding on six additional 
projects.  Collectively, 20 funding sources (e.g. NET, 
NAQHP, Sport Fish Restoration, Environmental Protection 
Agency Section 319, etc.), including nine local partners 
(e.g. Lower Elkhorn NRD, Nemaha NRD, Sherman 
Reservoir Walleye Association, City of Omaha,
Cornhusker Motor Club, etc.) have been used on these 
projects.  Analysis of preliminary data from two past 
projects indicates we can expect a four to six fold increase 
in public use at rehabilitated reservoirs.  
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Partnership in Air Quality results in Demonstration Bio� lters 
- � e Trust is a pivotal partner in demonstrating how bio� lters 
can reduce odor emissions from a hog barn.  With assistance 
from the University of Nebraska–Lincoln Extension, pork 
producer Terry O’Neel constructed two bio� lters on his new 
� nishing facility located in Friend, NE.  Financial assistance 
was provided by the Nebraska Environmental Trust and the 
Nebraska Pork Producers Association.

A bio� lter uses wood chips to house naturally occurring 
bene� cial microbes that break down and consume odorous 
compounds, reducing odor by 80-95% in air that is treated 
by the bio� lter.  Bio� lters also reduce emissions of dust, 
hydrogen sul� de and ammonia. � e bio� lters demonstrate 
an e� ective, relatively practical approach to reduce a livestock 
operation’s odor footprint and help maintain desirable 
air quality in rural communities.  � e bio� lters have been 
highlighted at an open house and on bus tours for local 
residents, high school classes, other producers and policy-
makers in the state.

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission and Nebraska
Environmental Trust working partnerships have been the 
means to the success of the green cabin development at Ponca 
State Park. � e project brought together three state agencies, 
a federal agency, a public corporation and two charitable 
foundations. � e green cabins were developed as an educational 
model to provide guests with a sustainable living experience while 
o� ering information on practical alternatives they can utilize to 
lessen their impact on the natural environment. Environmentally 
friendly building and living practices are highlighted throughout 
the cabins with interpretive signage to show how individual 
actions can have a cumulative e� ect on conserving our natural 
resources. Since completion in June 2009, the cabins have seen 
high occupancy rates. Based upon visitor testimonial, the green 
cabin project is achieving its goal by educating visitors about 
resource stewardship while showcasing options for environmentally 
friendly development. 

“Partnerships In Air Quality”

Big Muddy Creek Watershed Project - A total of 
� ve partners comprised of the Nebraska
Environmental Trust, Nemaha Natural Resources 
District, Big Muddy Creek Landowners, Nemaha 
Count y and USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service worked together to construct 14 structures 
to control streambed and streambank erosion.  
Ultimately these structures will enhance the quality
of life for local and rural residents by protecting 
public infrastructure and utilities, improving water 
quality, improving ecological diversity and preventing 
the further loss of agricultural land.

“Partnerships In Air Quality”

Before

After

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission and Nebraska
Environmental Trust working partnerships have been the 
means to the success of the green cabin development at Ponca 
State Park. � e project brought together three state agencies, 
a federal agency, a public corporation and two charitable 
foundations. � e green cabins were developed as an educational 
model to provide guests with a sustainable living experience while 
o� ering information on practical alternatives they can utilize to 
lessen their impact on the natural environment. Environmentally 
friendly building and living practices are highlighted throughout 
the cabins with interpretive signage to show how individual 
actions can have a cumulative e� ect on conserving our natural 
resources. Since completion in June 2009, the cabins have seen 
high occupancy rates. Based upon visitor testimonial, the green 
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“Partnerships In 
Waste Management”

� e Another Bright Idea “Take it Back” Program, funded by 
the Nebraska Environmental Trust, began with a pilot project 
conducted in late fall of 2008. Its primary purpose was to test a 
program for collecting spent Compact Fluorescent Lamps,
commonly known as CFLs, from households. Five hardware 
stores in Lincoln and eleven Omaha Public Library locations 
opened their doors to collect. � e pilot program was designed to 
collect data on consumer response to various forms of advertising 
and education, to compare participation based on charging a small 
fee versus free recycling and to test the best type of venue. 

� e aim of the Take it Back Program is to create a permanent 
network across the state to ensure that Nebraskans will have access 
to safe, convenient and responsible disposal of mercury-containing 
products and other universal waste. � e Advisory Group has been 
connecting with other statewide agencies to weave the fabric of 
this network together. � e launch of the marketing campaign will 
begin in late 2009. Once established, up to 50 collection sites will 
be added in other Nebraska cities by the middle of 2010.

� e Woodwaste/Saw Log Utilization and Red 
Cedar Management Project has been a cooperative 
e� ort that included the Lower Loup Natural
Resources District and its partners, Nebraska 
Forest Service, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service and private landowners.  � is team o� ered 
potential solutions to problems Nebraska landowners 
are having with managing the state’s growing red 
cedar tree population.  Utilizing Environmental 
Trust Fund grant monies, the NRD was able to 
purchase equipment (a saw mill, wood chipper 
and shredder) for demonstration at a series of 
workshops across the District.  

Forester Richard Woollen said, “As a team, they 
were able to o� er cedar management options as 
well as demonstrate to landowners the economic 
opportunities that exist through the creation of 
wood products…utilizing trees and shrubs usually 
considered nuisances.  Information is not just 
shared with landowners in the NRD, but with 
students from area schools as well.  Continued use 
of the equipment is planned in an on-going e� ort 
to educate the public about management and 
economic opportunities.”

� e aim of the Take it Back Program is to create a permanent 

products and other universal waste. � e Advisory Group has been 
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Public Information and Education
 (PIE) Minigrants

� e Nebraska Academy of Sciences received a grant from the Nebraska Environmental Trust to 
administer the Public Information and Education Grants program previously managed by the Trust.  

� e Public Information and Education (PIE) MiniGrant was reintroduced by the Trust in September 
of 2008 to support the presentation and dissemination of information and perspectives that will 
stimulate enhanced environmental stewardship in any category eligible for Trust funding. � e grant 
program seeks to expand dialogue on important conservation topics and to provide information on 
emerging or highly useful conservation methods.  � e Academy took over administration of the PIE 
MiniGrant program in the fourth quarter of 2009.  Fourth quarter applications were due October 9th.

Bene� ts of the PIE MiniGrants include:
• Simpli� ed Application: Complete a PIE MiniGrant Application-two forms and a written project 

narrative.
• Grant Funding up to $3000: PIE MiniGrants have a limit of $3000 for each grant. 
• Quarterly Grant Cycle: � e Academy will accept applications and announce new PIE MiniGrants 

on a quarterly basis.

� e MiniGrant program is open to all applicants, public or private. Project eligibility is determined 
according to the standards established by Nebraska law for the program. Funding is not available 
under this program for projects which have been completed prior to the award.

To apply for a PIE Minigrant contact: 402-472-2644 or write to: � e Nebraska Academy of Sciences, 
302 Morrill Hall, 14th and U Street, Lincoln, NE 68588-0339.  

Forms are also available on the website: www.neacadsci.org. Applications must be postmarked by the 
deadline date to be considered.

“Partnerships In 
Soil Management”

Public Information and Education

� e Nebraska Continuous No-till (CNT) project’s 
state-wide e� ort to increase the adoption and sustain-
able use of CNT by 1 million acres through education 
has been achieved!  � e project continues to create 
a broad partnership of currently recognized leaders 
in CNT working together to show how the practice 
of CNT works across the entire state of Nebraska to 
reduce soil erosion, improve soil quality and reduce    
irrigation and fuel requirements.  

NET funds are used for statewide/regional/local CNT 
events, a UNL Extension No-till Specialist, a Western 
Nebraska No-till Educator, a project administrator and 
to develop and distribute educational materials.  � is 
project has given over 1,300 residents 14,000 hours of 
education and allowed our western no-till educator to 
conduct a series of seminars in the Panhandle region.  
A bus tour attendee remarked “� e tour was great!  
� is has to be one of the most impacting agricultural        
educational experiences available.”
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Facts in Brief
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Operations Less � an 
3% of Total Revenue

FY 08-09

Income
Interest income   $   1,323,267.86
Lottery Proceeds   $ 13,236,577.00

Expenses
Operations  $       394,369.25
Grant Awards  $ 15, 097,745.00

 Average Operation Expenses  to 
Income Percentage from 1994 - 2009 = 2.26%

Grant Awards by Category 1994 -2009

� e Nebraska Environmental Trust...

... Is funded by the Nebraska Lottery.

...� e Lottery has transferred more than $143 million to 
the Trust over the last 16 years.

...Covers the cost of operations through interest earnings. 
� e Trust has operated with overhead expenditures equal-
ing less than 3% of income since it was created.

...Has completed 16 grant cycles and will announce the 
results of the 17th round of award recommendations in 
February 2010.



2009 Grant Listing

Central  Platte Natural Resources District
To enhance the availability of native grass-
lands and instream flows for fish and wildlife 
and increase the resilience and sustainability 
of both agricultural and native habitats in the 
Platte Basin ecosystem. $1,275,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

A study to provide valuable hydrogeologic 
information that can be directly applied to 
ground water models which are used in mak-
ing local management decisions regarding the 
Central Platte River ecosystem. $291,350 (yr. 
2 of 3)

CLEAR Team
Technical and financial assistance to com-
munities for restoration and enhancement of 
their lakes. $450,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Crane Meadows Nature Center
Plan to re-open the Nebraska Nature and 
Visitor Center and offer educational program-
ming, resources, and exhibits for Nebraskans 
and visitors from throughout the world. 
$100,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Ducks Unlimited
Revolving Lands Program. $500,000 (yr. 1 of 
1)

The “Round-outs” in the Rainwater Basin 
project is a unique, ground-breaking, experi-
mental effort to restore and protect vitally 
important wetland habitats. $300,000 (yr. 1 
of 1)

Wetlands restoration on the Spotted Tail 
property in Scotts Bluff county. $156,294 (yr. 
1 of 1)

Eastern Loess Canyon Rangeland Alliance
Project to promote the conservation practice 
of prescribed burning. $35,660 (yr. 1 of 1)

High Plains Weed Management Association
A coordinated effort to assist landowners 
with the removal and management of invasive 
plant species. $400,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Grant for Nine Mile Creek Invasive Species 
Control and Habitat Restoration. $9,900 (yr. 
2 of 3)

Removal  and control of invasive species in 
the riparian areas of the North Platte River. 
$200,000 (yr. 2 of 2)

City of Lincoln
Protecting the quality of water in Salt Creek 
by preserving natural buffer and floodplain 
land adjacent to Salt Creek. $44,110 (yr. 1 of 
1)

Preserve and protect the rare eastern saline 
wetlands and the endangered species that 
exist there. $400,000 (yr. 2 of 2)

 

Project to improve stormwater quality by 
reducing the amount of water run-off and 
phosphorus fertilizer draining into Lincoln/
Lancaster County streams and lakes. $100,000 
(yr. 2 of 2)

Little Blue Natural Resources District
Purchase of soil moisture probes for 50% cost 
share money to install flow meters on high 
capacity irrigation wells within “Unit 8” of the 
Little Blue NRD. $17,250 (yr. 2 of 3)

Lower Big Blue Natural Resources District
Plans  to develop a Watershed Management 
Plan to protect and reduce the amount of 
sediment and phosphorus entering  Big Indian 
Recreation Area and to improve the water 
quality within the lake and the watershed. 
$275,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Funding to reduce sediment and nutrients to 
Big Indian Lake Recreation Area to acceptable 
levels to enhance water quality. $75,000 (yr. 2 
of 2)

Lower Niobrara Natural Resources District
Provide flowmeters for interested landown-
ers participating in any monitoring programs 
within the Lower Niobrara Natural Resources 
District. $20,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Lower Platte North Natural Resources District
Project to develop a regional groundwater flow 
model that will be used to analyze the interac-
tions of aquifer-stream-well-systems. $51,261 
(yr. 2 of  3)

Lower Plate South Natural Resources District
Mapping of the hydrogeologic units of two 
aquifers in eastern Nebraska using helicopter 
electromagnetic surveys (HEM) to preserve 
the quality and quantity of groundwater. 
$200,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Purchase of perpetual conservation easements 
from two landowners to protect their grass-
lands from development. $150,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Middle Niobrara Natural Resources District
To facilitate collection of aquifer property data, 
to obtain water-level recorders and to perform 
a spatial and temporal data network assess-
ment. $173,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Millard West High School
Efforts to expand the learning environment 
for science and non-science students, includ-
ing those with disabilities, by rehabilitating 
the school’s wetland and creating an outdoor 
classroom. $14,710 (yr. 1 of 1)

National Wild Turkey Federation
Removal of invasive species to restore habitats 
along the Republican River. $100,000 (yr. 1 of 
1)

Nebraska Academy of Sciences
Funding for the administration of Public Infor-
mation and Education Grants to support the 
presentation and dissemination of information 
and perspectives that will stimulate enhanced 
environmental stewardship in any category 
eligible for Nebraska Environmental Trust  
funding. $55,997 (yr. 1 of 1)

Nebraska Cattlemen
Creation of several video products of the 
Leopold Conservation Awards winners’ to be 
used to foster environmental education. 
$6,575 (yr. 1 of 3)

Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture
Installation of a biomass energy system at 
the Nebraska College of Technical Agricul-
ture in Curtis, Nebraska.  This system will 
be comprised of a biomass boiler system for 
steam heat. $360,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Nebraska Department of Agriculture
Controlling invasive weeds to dramatically 
reduce the available seed bank, thus provid-
ing long-term control. $65,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Project to develop and deliver an organized 
water management educational program. 
$179,906 (yr. 2 of 3)

A study to understand the complex behavior 
and response of river systems to riparian 
vegetation removal. $199,470 (yr. 2 of 2)

Nebraska Forest Service
Acquisition of the 708-acre Ferguson prop-
erty - a critical habitat located in the Pine 
Ridge in Dawes County.  Acquisition and 
conservation of the property will enhance 
the network of conservation lands owned 
and managed by partners in the Pine Ridge.
$240,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Nebraska Game & Parks Commission
Purchase of two additions, totaling 960 
acres, to the Wood Duck WMA, located in 
the Elkhorn Confluence Biologically Unique 
Landscape.  The properties contain wet-
lands, river frontage, prairies, woodlands 
and will provide habitat for 14 Tier I and 
over 60 Tier II at-risk species. $1,000,000 
(yr. 1 of 1)

Funding to decrease shoreline erosion and 
filling of the channel with shale and sedi-
ment at the Miller Creek access point and at 
the South Shore access point at the Lewis 
and Clark Recreation Area. $500,000 (yr. 1 
of 3)

Nebraska Natural Legacy Plan - Phase II to 
implement the State’s first comprehensive 
wildlife conservation strategy through the 
Legacy Plan flagship initiatives in the seven 
selected biologically  unique landscapes. 
$285,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

Funding of WILD Nebraska to increase and 
improve wildlife habitat on private land and 
public land not owned or controlled by the 
Commission to optimize recreational access 
opportunities. $100,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Habitat improvement for grassland birds on 
25,000 acres on U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Conservation Reserve Program land 
across Nebraska. $175,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

A voluntary, incentive based conservation 
program designed to address Nebraska’s 
water quality and wildlife resource prob-
lems. $175,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Funding to conserve, restore and enhance 
water quality of aquatic ecosystems across 
the state using environmentally sound reha-
bilitation techniques. $175,003 (yr. 3 of 3)

Nebraska Grazing Lands Coalition
A cooperative program among local rancher 
working groups and agriculture students 
that will provide Nebraska landowners with 
technical assistance and equipment to ef-
fectively monitor plant communities and soil 
resources on their land. $90,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

The following is a listing of the 2009 
grants awarded by the Nebraska Envi-
ronmental Trust. The Trust can provide 
grants over a three year period and the 
funding is noted accordingly. Due to 
space limitations, only the project spon-
sor and brief description of the project 
have been outlined; to find out about 
additional project partners or additional 
project information, contact the Trust of-
fice at 402-471-5409 or visit our website 
at: www.environmentaltrust.org
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Nebraska Partnership for All-Bird
Conservation
To increase capacity for bird habitat conser-
vation delivery in western Nebraska. $40,000 
(yr. 1 of 1)

Grant to replicate a unique, successful part-
nership that is working to improve grassland 
health. $200,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Nebraska State Recycling Association
Strategic positioning of waste reduction and 
recycling equipment. $150,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

Nebraska Statewide Arboretum
Funding community forest restoration proj-
ects on public property. $333,321 (yr. 2 of 3)

Nebraska Weed Control Association
Hosting of 2009 North American  Weed 
Management Association  Conference themed 
“Response to the Riparian Invasion - Improv-
ing the health of our riparian area.” $12,500 
(yr. 1 of 1)  

Nemaha Natural Resources District
Developing a Watershed Management Plan to 
protect and reduce the amount of sediment 
entering the soon to be constructed Duck and 
Buck Creek Lakes. $100,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Funding for cost share on flow meters on 
high capacity wells in the district. $20,000 
(yr. 2 of 2)

Implementing 8-10 grade stabilization 
structures, 8-10 rock or sheet pile weirs and 
1 road dam structure in the Big Muddy Creek 
Watershed. $180,500 (yr. 3 of 3)

North American Grouse Partnership - 
Nebraska Chapter
Implementation of  conservation strategies in 
Nebraska identified in the Grassland Conser-
vation Plan for Prairie Grouse. $68,000 (yr. 1 
of 1)

North Platte Natural Resources District 
Funds to pay for aerial geophysical survey 
and subsequent interpretation of data. 
$350,000 (yr. 2 of 2)

Northeast Nebraska RC & D
Project to promote organic farming to reduce 
non-point source pollution while building 
a resilient soil and stronger economic base. 
$90,250.00 (yr. 2 of 3)

Funding for control of invasive species within 
the eight  biologically unique landscapes 
(BULs) through the Northeast Nebraska 
Weed Management Area. $25,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Northern Prairies Land Trust
Tallgrass prairie conservation efforts on 
private lands. $217,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources 
District
Restoration using innovative hydraulic engi-
neering and fluvial geomorphic principles; 
including cross section adjustments (channel 
reshaping), bank stabilization (geo-textiles 
and vegetation) and longitudinal profile ad-
justments (grade control) on Whitted Creek. 
$300,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Site 15 - Pigeon/Jones Creek dam 
constructing which is the only multi-
purpose (grade stabilization, sediment 
control, flood control and recreation) 
site included in the watershed mange-
ment plan. $977,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Pheasants Forever Nebraska Chapters
Little Blue River Chapter
Nemaha Valley Chapter

Grants for the purchase of new no-till drills 
for conservation plantings. $15,000 to each 
chapter. (yr. 1 of 1 for both Chapters)

Pheasants Forever Inc.
Funding to preserve the cultural and biologi-
cal heritage of the Loess Canyons landscape 
through cooperative habitat projects, edu-
cational and outreach programs, innovative 
partnerships, and shared learning. $150,000 
(yr. 1 of 1)

Program to establish permanent wildlife 
corners on center -pivot irrigation fields in 
cooperation with local landowners and Natu-
ral Resources Districts. $200,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

PrairieLand RC & D Council
Funding to implement conservation practices 
in the Shell Creek watershed that will in-
crease water quality and reduce damage from 
erosion and flooding. $150,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

Project to increase the adoption and sustain-
able use of Continous No-Till by one million 
acres. $110,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

Prescribed Burn Task Force
Purchase additional fire tools caches and 
funding for burn schools. $47,329 (yr. 2 of 3)

Quail Forever
Building Mobile Prescribed Burn Units, form-
ing prescribed burn associations, hosting 
landowner prescribed burn workshops and 
increasing the use of prescribed burning on 
the landscape. $60,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Quail Forever - Wachtel für Immer Chapter
Purchase of a no-till grass drill to be used 
by landowners to establish wildlife habitat. 
$15,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Rainwater Basin Joint Venture
Project to restore, enhance, and protect wet-
land and associated upland habitat within the 
Rainwater Basin landscape in south-central 
Nebraska. $400,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Easement acquisition and restoration of 
wetlands in private ownership. $183,489 (yr. 
1 of 1)

Use of LIDAR data to delineate  and analyze 
thousands of acres of wetlands in the Rain-
water Basin, Platte and Republican rivers. 
$28,000 (yr. 2 of 2)

Purchase of Hiebner Working Landscape 
Conservation Easements to permanently re-
store 318.4 acres of wetlands and grasslands 
within the Rainwater Basin in south-central 
Nebraska. $30,300 (yr. 2 of 2)

Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory
Groundwork for transitioning the successful 
Mountain Plover Nest Conservation program 
into a landowner lead initiative and develop-
ing a local conservation working group within 
the Kimball Grasslands Biologically Unique 
Landscape. $79,496 (yr. 1 of 1)

An effort to inform and educate students, 
teachers, landowners, and resource profes-
sionals about the shortgrass prairie and 
ponderosa pine ecosystems in the panhandle 
of Nebraska. $73,236 (yr. 3 of 3)

South Platte Natural Resorces District
Purchase of a new grass drill to conduct mid-
contract enhancement of CRP acres. $15,000 
(yr. 1 of 1)

Southwest Nebraska Weed Management 
Area
Efforts to accomplish invasive species con-
trol in the riparian areas of the Republican 
River corridor. $300,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

The Platte River Habitat Partnership
To establish a “rent for rest” program to 
offer landowners high-value forage while 
they rest overgrazed pastures and meadows. 
$131,261 (yr. 3 of 3)

Tri-Trails District, Long Peak Council
To plant ponderosa pine tree seedlings in 
a nearly 50,000 acre burn that occurred in 
1989. $11,500 (yr. 1 of 1)

University of Nebraska - Cooperative
Extension
Project to address energy efficient practices 
to reduce residential energy and natural 
resource use. $30,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

University of Nebraska Lincoln
Nebraska Master Naturalist Program to 
equip participants with the scientific knowl-
edge and hands-on skill training that make 
them ideal volunteers. $65,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Advancing Tern and Plover Common Sense 
Conservation into the future - To resolve 
controversies and conflicts regarding tern 
and plovers as endangered and threatened 
species. $70,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Upper Elkhorn Natural Resources District
Assistance to irrigators who have wells that 
are involved with the District groundwater 
quality or quantity monitoring programs 
located in the district to install water meters 
on their irrigation systems. $35,000 (yr. 2 
of 3)

Upper Loup Natural Resources District
Grant to provide more accurate hydregeo-
logic information on aquifers for use in 
ground water models and for local resource 
management plans. $143,550 (yr. 2 of 3)

WasteCap Nebraska
To establish electronic and CFL recycling 
funding through “Take-it Back” Nebraska 
program. $207,076 (yr. 1 of 2)

City of Wayne
South Logan Creek Bank stabilization and 
restoration project to prevent stream degra-
dation and refuse exposure of the adjacent 
former “Kardell Landfill” located within the 
City of Wayne. $87,450 (yr. 1 of 1)

West Central Weed Management Area
Three year plan to remove  dead phragmites 
to improve native wildlife habitat and river 
channel flow. $400,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial and
Educational Foundation
To restore and conserve rare native grasses, 
plant life and wildlife habitat at the Willa 
Cather Memorial Prairie. $4,200 (yr. 2 of 3)
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