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Message from Board Chair
It is such a pleasure and honor to serve as chairman of the 
Environmental Trust Board. In 1993 when we started, many 
people said, “I predict that the Trust will last maybe 4 or 
5 years”.  Wow!  The citizens of Nebraska came through 
and resoundingly said that this is a very good thing for the 
environment of our great State!

In came wonderful applications for grants with just that purpose 
in mind.  Well over $170 million has been given out for projects 
that just could not have been done if not for the help of the 
Nebraska Environmental Trust.

I have lived on a farm all my life.  My Dad taught me that we 
must leave this land in better condition than it was when we got 

it. These projects which you folks have been applying for are doing just that.

There are many reasons these goals have been successful.  Our staff is the best staff any 
board could ever hope for.  Mark Brohman, Executive Director and the rest are a very loyal, 
experienced and conscientious  group and get the job done.  Also the board members, which 
come from all parts of the state, and all walks of life keep the momentum going.

As you read in this annual report, our five categories of soil management, habitat, waste 
management, surface and ground water and air quality are being utilized to protect our great 
state.

I am continually amazed to see all the innovative ideas that keep coming in with applications to 
get the job done.

My mission as chairman of the Environmental Trust Board is to aid the citizens of Nebraska to 
continue to make this yet a better place!

I say to all our citizens, “keep up the good work and keep the projects going.”

Sincerely,

Vincent Kramper
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The Nebraska Environmental Trust was established in 1992 and is a beneficiary of the Nebraska 
Lottery. Combining citizen perspective with the accountability of the State of Nebraska, the Trust 
works to protect our natural resources for future generations to enjoy.

To date, the Trust has awarded $173 million for a multitude of projects across the state. Over recent 
years, the Trust has received and granted approximately $15 million dollars on a yearly basis. A 
crucial component to these projects that have been implemented is that every single one of the 
projects funded is encouraged to have matching funds. The Trust projects have attracted millions of 
dollars of matching funds with a ratio greater than 1: 2.5. Projects highlighted in the Annual Report 
will showcase how matching funds have been utilized to implement successful initiatives all across 
Nebraska. These funds were either locally or federally matched. In some instances it has brought 
substantial additional funds into the State of Nebraska.

Let’s take a peek into some of these projects that have been implemented through partner 
organizations (grantees) in all 93 counties of the state through the administration of the following; 
the General Grant Program (for projects more than $15,000) and the Recognition Grant Program (for 
projects of $15,000 and below) administered through the Trust. The Public Information and Education 
(PIE) Grant is administered separately by the Nebraska Academy of Sciences. These three programs 
are used in awarding grants to different funding categories as derived through public input through 
our Roundtable discussions every five years. For more information on the PIE grant, see page 5.

The Trust sets the funding category areas for five-year periods, in a process involving members of the 
Nebraska public and conservation organizations. Any project or portion of a project funded by the 
Trust must achieve one or more of the Trust's priority areas. These priority areas are equally important.

Until July 2015, the Trust will consider funding proposals in the following priority areas:
• Habitat 
• Surface and Ground Water
• Waste Management and Recycling
• Air Quality
• Soil Management

Habitat: actions to preserve or restore native habitats and areas critical to at-risk, rare or endangered 
species; other preservation actions for at-risk, rare or endangered species including actions 
to understand ecosystem relationships which inform sound management; community habitat 
enhancement emphasizing native and ecologically appropriate plantings which provide food and 
shelter for wildlife; actions to inform and educate which contribute to the attainment of this category. 

Surface and Ground Water: actions to preserve or restore lakes, waterways and ground water from 
degradation or depletion; actions to research, design or foster best management practices; actions 
to conserve water and/or efficiently and effectively manage water use; actions to inform and educate 
which contribute to the attainment of this category. 

Waste Management and Recycling: actions promoting and implementing source reduction, 
waste management or toxicity reduction; actions promoting and implementing the development of 
recycling markets; actions promoting and implementing reuse and other disposal diversion actions; 
actions to inform and educate which contribute to the attainment of this category. 

Air Quality: actions promoting and implementing clean air strategies, including greenhouse gas 
reductions; actions to research, design or foster best management strategies; actions to inform and 
educate which contribute to the attainment of this category. 

Soil Management: actions and strategies to preserve, conserve and restore soil health; actions to 
research, design or foster the implementation and management of these strategies; actions to inform 
and educate which contribute to the attainment of this category. 

“Environmental Growth Through Matching Funds”
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The Nebraska Academy of Sciences has now administered the Public Information and Education 
mini-grants for 10 full quarters for the Nebraska Environmental Trust, nine funded quarters.  During 
2011 a total of 20 applications (in three quarters) requesting $54,992 were received and 11 grants 
were awarded totaling $28,412.  Grant recipients were well represented from all across the state 
and from numerous entities including schools, environmental non-profi t groups, city and county 
administrations, as well as NRDs, Extension, 4-H groups and individuals.  A review committee of 4 -5 
people evaluated all the applications and rated them according to criteria provided by the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust.  Our reviewers have a broad variety of backgrounds and expertise and are from 
various areas in the state.

The variety of applications this fi rst year was amazing.  Grant requests were received for publicity for 
special meetings and conferences, nature education projects in schools, festivals, wildlife projects, 
recycling projects, habitat preservation and education and small research projects. 

For more information on the Public Information and Education Minigrants, contact: Nebraska 
Academy of Sciences offi ce, 302 Morrill Hall, 14th and U Streets, Lincoln NE 68588-0339 or call 402-
472-2644.  

The Nebraska Academy of Sciences has now administered the Public Information and Education The Nebraska Academy of Sciences has now administered the Public Information and Education 

Nebraska Academy of Sciences Public Information and Education 
MiniGrant Summary for 2011

Geographic Distribution of Awards (1994-2011)
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Thanks to a 1997 award from the 
Nebraska Environmental Trust, The Nature 
Conservancy purchased Horse Creek 
Fen, a 3,240-acre ranch in Cherry County, 
for its array of wetland communities.  
Spring seeps, wet meadows, freshwater 
marshes and fen make it one of the best 
expressions of wetlands in the Sandhills.  

The Nature Conservancy was particularly 
interested in maintaining the fen portion, 
where a high water table and peat soils 
support a mix of unusual plants, small 
fi sh and the globally imperiled Blanding’s 
turtle.  Trumpeter swans and whooping 
cranes are also spotted there.

The Nature Conservancy believed that 
the ecological values of this special place 
would best be permanently protected 
in the hands of ranchers who had given 
it good stewardship all along.  The 
Conservancy teamed with the Sandhills 
Task Force to fi nd a family who shared this 
ethic - the Daniels – and the Beginning 
Rancher program was established.

Family ranches have been disappearing as 
young people without substantial capital 
get shut out of the market.  Shane and 
Kristi Daniels grew up working on family 
ranches and dreamed of owning their own.  
They moved onto Horse Creek Fen and 

began the process of making it home.  The 
Sandhills Task Force provided a team of 
volunteer mentors who helped with advice 
on business and the day-to-day work of 
running a ranch. They worked to ensure its 
ecological health.

Five years and gallons of sweat later, 
the Daniels purchased Horse Creek 
Fen in December of 2010. The Nature 
Conservancy retains a conservation 
easement on the property and the money 
from the sale will be put to use for other 
conservation projects by the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust.

H
a

b
it

a
t

The Nebraska 
Game and Parks 
Commission and 
project partners 
are working to 
restore a unique 
ecosystem that 
surrounds Smith 
Falls, the State’s 
highest waterfall.

Smith Falls State 
Park (SP), which 

has a diverse mix of plant communities, is 
a key component of the 76-mile stretch of 
the middle Niobrara River designated as a 
National Scenic River.
 
One of the main project objectives is to 

enhance the native forests at Smith Falls 
SP by controlling invasive cedars and 
young pines through thinning and  
conserve rare plant species in the park.

Progress has been successful mostly 
because of willing partners who have 
provided matching labor and funds 
to accomplish management tasks not 
achieved through contractual projects. 
Project managers have received 174 
percent of matching funds and in-kind 
value toward grant funding. This illustrates 
the interest the Nebraska Forest Service, 
National Park Service, Nebraska Western 
Resource Council, Northern Prairies Land 
Trust and The Nature Conservancy have 
in restoring the park’s ecosystem. Game 
and Parks staff appreciates the support 
of partners and funding provided by the 
Nebraska Environmental Trust.  

The Nebraska 
Game and Parks 
Commission and 
project partners 
are working to 

ecosystem that 
surrounds Smith 
Falls, the 
highest waterfall.

Park (SP), which 

began the process of making it home.  The Thanks to a 1997 award from the Thanks to a 1997 award from the Thanks to a 1997 award from the began the process of making it home.  The began the process of making it home.  The began the process of making it home.  The began the process of making it home.  The 
Horse Creek Fen: A Signifi cant Sandhills Wetland - The Nature Conservancy

Smith Falls State Park Forest Enhancement Project - Nebraska Game & Parks 
Commission



H
a

b
it

a
t

Page 7

$1.2 million three-year grant from the 
Nebraska Environmental Trust Fund (NET) 
for the Eastern Saline Wetlands Project. 
The project is preserving and protecting 
the most imperiled natural community 
in Nebraska, which is located primarily 
in the Salt Creek watershed in northern 
Lancaster and southern Saunders 
counties. 

A total of 360 acres containing 110 
acres of eastern saline wetlands were 
purchased during this grant project.  
These acquisitions include endangered 
species habitat and provide fl ood control   
and water quality protection.  The 2008 

NET grant funded $519,250 for these acquisitions and were matched with $931,411.  The 
matching funds were provided by a Federal Section 6 grant ($559,911), local fl oodplain 
acquisition funds ($178,500), Lower Platte South NRD ($101,000) and project partners 
($100,000).

A wetland restoration project is currently 
in progress. The Arbor Lake Wetland 
Restoration Project will enhance and restore 
degraded wetland systems, expand saline 
wetlands on the site, prevent further stream 
degradation within the project boundaries 
while maintaining and developing habitat 
for endangered species and complement the 
restored wetland systems with native plant 
species.  A total of approximately $450,000 of 
NET is obligated to the project, which will be 
completed in the spring of 2012.  Additional 
matching funds in the amount of $310,000 
from Federal Section 319 funds are being used to pay for engineering and restoration 
costs.

Through the grant period, members of the Saline Wetlands Conservation Partnership 
provided $390,000 in matching funds for the Eastern Saline Wetlands Project and nearly 
$25,000 from State Wildlife Funds received from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has been 
used for land management.   

Project sustainability is increased with the collaboration between partners and these 
funding sources.  The matching funds are necessary and reasonable for the proper and 
effi cient accomplishment of the goals of the Implementation Plan for the Conservation of 
the Eastern Saline Wetlands.  

Eastern Saline Wetlands Project - City of Lincoln

$1.2 million three-year grant from the 
Nebraska Environmental Trust Fund (NET) 
for the Eastern Saline Wetlands Project. 
The project is preserving and protecting 
the most imperiled natural community 
in Nebraska, which is located primarily 
in the Salt Creek watershed in northern 
Lancaster and southern Saunders 
counties. 

A total of 360 acres containing 110 
acres of eastern saline wetlands were 
purchased during this grant project.  
These acquisitions include endangered 
species habitat and provide fl ood control   
and water quality protection.  The 2008 

In 2008, the City of Lincoln received a 
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Schramm Bluffs Preservation Project - The Nebraska Land Trust

Protection of land in perpetuity through 
vehicles like conservation easements 
are a priority for the Nebraska Land 
Trust (NLT). These efforts have been 
made possible through collaborative 
efforts with agencies like Nebraska 
Environmental Trust (NET), the Natural 
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 
as well as willing landowners to fulfi ll 
NLT’s mission to foster the protection 
of agricultural, historical and natural 
resources on land in Nebraska , through 
education, partnering and permanent 
conservation.

One such effort is the Schramm Bluffs 
Preservation Project in Western Sarpy County with the fi rst transaction in 2008. Designated 
by the National Audubon Society as an Important Bird Area, the scenic beauty and wildlife 
of the Platte River Bluffs is unique and matchless. The NLT worked tirelessly to secure 
the future of wildlife habitat, scenic vistas, water quantity and quality, historic sites and 
agriculture by working with various landowners who wanted to voluntarily preserve these 
resources of the land.  Collective efforts were made from multiple parties to make this 
permanent preservation possible.

To fund the cost of these conservation easements, the NLT secured signifi cant funding, 
thus fulfi lling the Trust’s requirements of attracting matching funds for the project, 
including:

1. A $1.1 million grant from NET.
2. $958,010 in funding from the NRCS Farm and Ranch 

Lands Protection Program.
3. $59,814 designated for mitigation due to 

construction of the new I-80 Bridge.
4. $458,810 in donations from landowners through 

bargain sales.
5. More than $45,000 in grants and donations from 

individuals and foundations, to pay for associated 
easement expenses.

Today, through conservation easements, the land will 
be protected from urban expansion. The Nebraska 
Land Trust purchased development rights to the land, 
to prevent sub-division or buildings being constructed 
while still allowing the land to be used for agriculture. 
This effort is also in concert with the Sarpy County 
Comprehensive Plan, which has designated the 
Schramm Bluffs as a Conservation District.
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Greening of Antelope Valley Park System Project -City of Lincoln Parks and Rec.

A primary feature of Lincoln’s Antelope 
Valley project is the creation of Union Plaza, 
a high amenity urban park along the banks 
of the Antelope Creek waterway in the 
east downtown area.  Under management 
of Lincoln Parks & Recreation (LPR), the 
park will include multiple water features, 
community festival space, trail connections, 
artwork, a children’s discovery garden, plaza 
seating, a scenic overlook and amphitheater.

LPR received $171,060 from the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust for the addition of 
green elements in Union Plaza that will (a) 
feature sustainable green techniques that 
aim to reduce long-term operational costs, lower energy consumption and improve storm 
water management, while (b) educating the public about these techniques and how they 
can be used in residential settings.  The primary greening elements include the use of 
(1) Silva Cells when planting street trees in the urban environment, (2) pervious pavers in 
conjunction with street trees and Silva Cells, (3) photovoltaic cells on the Jane Synder Trails 
Center building and (4) to provide interpretive signage for public education regarding these 
green applications.

Union Plaza will feature numerous trees 
to enhance aesthetics, provide shade to 
pedestrian spaces and intercept rainfall that 
would otherwise become runoff.  Trees in 
urban settings such as this often become 
problematic due to compacted soils 
limiting their growth and sustainability.  The 
introduction of Silva Cells is anticipated to 
improve/prolong the growth and life span 
of the trees by creating a modular building 
block for housing healthy soil (mixture of 
local soils and sand) and eliminating soil 
compaction.  The use of Silva Cells will help 
to minimize the buckling of the paving 
above it and maximize the tree growth it 
supports.  The combination of Silva Cells, 

pervious pavers and street trees are intended to create a bioretention system to better 
manage storm water runoff, improve water quality and prevent stream bank erosion.

Matching funds to the NET grant for the greening elements are coming from multiple 
sources that include private donations secured by the Lincoln Parks Foundation (in excess of 
$2.5 million), the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality/Environmental Protection 
Agency ($176,850) and the Department of Energy ($268,778).

Union Plaza will feature numerous trees 
to enhance aesthetics, provide shade to 
pedestrian spaces and intercept rainfall that 
would otherwise become runoff.  Trees in 
urban settings such as this often become 
problematic due to compacted soils 
limiting their growth and sustainability.  The 
introduction of Silva Cells is anticipated to 
improve/prolong the growth and life span 
of the trees by creating a modular building 
block for housing healthy soil (mixture of 
local soils and sand) and eliminating soil 
compaction.  The use of Silva Cells will help 
to minimize the buckling of the paving 
above it and maximize the tree growth it 
supports.  The combination of Silva Cells, 
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Pawnee County was completed in June 
of 2011 at a cost of 2.1 million dollars.  
The project involved the construction of 
a main sediment basin and the removal 
of 400,000 cubic yards of accumulated 
sediment.  Additional components included 
the construction of numerous jetties, angler 
access points, a handicap accessible fi shing 
pier and fi sh habitat improvements.

As Iron Horse Trail Lake has always been a 
popular fi shing lake in southeast Nebraska, 
a goal of the Nemaha NRD along with 
restoring the lake, was to create a family 

friendly facility that would attract campers and anglers alike.  Upon securing aquatic habit 
funds ($685,000) and sport fi sh restoration funds ($515,000) from the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission and EPA 319 funds from the Nebraska Department of Environmental 
Quality ($829,000), the Nemaha NRD agreed to contribute up to $100,000 towards 
restoration efforts.

With restoration of the lake well underway, the Nemaha NRD determined that in order to 
attract more park users, amenities such as electrical RV hookups, beach improvements, 
hiking and biking trails and a new non-electric camping area were needed. The District 
faced a dilemma; grant funding was exhausted and fi nancial commitments on other 
projects did not allow the NRD to budget additional money for work at Iron Horse, so how 
would the proposed amenities get constructed?  
The Nemaha NRD came up with a creative solution 
by applying for and being awarded a one-year 
grant from NET ($46,500) to help offset a portion 
of the NRD’s share of lake restoration costs, 
which allowed District funds to be used for park 
upgrades.  With the fi nal piece of the funding 
puzzle in place the lake restoration work and 
amenities were completed and the public now can 
enjoy one of the best multi-purpose recreational 
facilities in southeast Nebraska.

Restoration of Iron Horse Trail Lake in 
Iron Horse Trail Restoration Project - Nemaha Natural Resources District

Pawnee County was completed in June 
of 2011 at a cost of 2.1 million dollars.  
The project involved the construction of 
a main sediment basin and the removal 
of 400,000 cubic yards of accumulated 
sediment.  Additional components included 
the construction of numerous jetties, angler 
access points, a handicap accessible fi shing 
pier and fi sh habitat improvements.

As Iron Horse Trail Lake has always been a 
popular fi shing lake in southeast Nebraska, 
a goal of the Nemaha NRD along with 

Carter Lake Restoration and Rehabilitation Project - City of Omaha
Carter Lake, an oxbow lake located along the Missouri River, is bordered by the cities 
of Omaha, Nebraska and Carter Lake, Iowa. Placed on Nebraska’s Section 303(d) List of 
Impaired Waters for elevated concentrations of nutrients, the lake was no longer a place for 
recreation and beauty, but a terminate for contaminants in an urban landscape.

A community based watershed plan was initiated to identify best management practices 
to improve water quality.  Interested citizens formed the “Carter Lake Environmental 
Assessment and Rehabilitation Council”. With in-kind assistance from professionals from 
several state and local agencies, they developed a plan to address concerns. Goals were to 
achieve and maintain water quality for aquatic life, recreation and aesthetic use.  
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stormwater detention basins, 100 acres of no-
wake boating, shoreline restoration, dredging, 
wetlands, alum treatments to help clear the water, 
fi shery renovation and an education program 
targeting fertilizers and pet waste.

This has been a model project in terms of 
cooperative funding. The project takes place in 
two cities, two counties and two states. Matching 
funds have been secured from the Cities of 
Omaha and Carter Lake, the Nebraska Game and 

Parks Commission, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, the Nebraska Department 
of Environmental Quality and the Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District.  
Collectively, these agencies contributed over $6,000,000 toward the project. The Nebraska 
Environmental Trust has committed $425,000 in funds for a second alum treatment and 
shoreline stabilization.

Components of the project include implementing 
stormwater detention basins, 100 acres of no-
wake boating, shoreline restoration, dredging, 
wetlands, alum treatments to help clear the water, 
fi shery renovation and an education program 
targeting fertilizers and pet waste.

This has been a model project in terms of 
cooperative funding. The project takes place in 
two cities, two counties and two states. Matching 
funds have been secured from the Cities of 

Eastern Republican Riparian Improvement - Twin Valley Weed Management Area

For a quick summary, the project area 
consists of 142-mile stretch of the Republican 
River from the Cambridge, NE diversion 
eastward to the Nebraska-Kansas state line 
just south of Hardy, NE.  There are a total of 
280 different landowners that own property 
adjacent to the river bank.

The focus of the project is to 1) remove 
debris and logjams from the river channel 
that impedes river fl ow and 2) reduce 
invasive vegetation that is consuming 
moisture. The intent is to try and avoid a 
lawsuit by Kansas for not delivering their 
quota of water across the state line.

Because of the magnitude and complexity of the project, it requires numerous partners 
and matching funds.  Partners included:  Natural Resources Conservation Service, Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission, Lower Republican NRD, Trailblazer RC&D, National Turkey 
Federation, Harlan County Corp of Engineers, County Boards within the TVWMA, Extension 
Service and landowners along the river. Total matching funds in cash and in-kind received 
thus far is $314,266.

The success of this project is due basically to landowners involvement and when 
landowners get involved and voice their opinion, all other entities (i.e. federal, state and 
local government) want to be involved and be a part of the solution.  We have also had 
excellent visibility with positive featured news articles from local and regional news media.

The Republican Valley has a lot at stake from an economic point of view, which is also the 
reason for the numerous partners involved.  If this lawsuit by Kansas is heard and approved, 
it would require irrigators along the valley to shut down their wells for extended periods of 
time.  All interested partners feel it is imperative to get involved.
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Nebraska School Chemical Cleanout Campaign - Keep Nebraska Beautiful
The Nebraska School Chemical Cleanout 
Campaign (NE SC3) aims to ensure that all 
schools are free from hazards associated with 
mismanaged chemicals. 

Keep Nebraska Beautiful (KNB) and the 
Nebraska Environmental Trust (NET) have 
stepped in with support to aid Nebraska schools 
in the advancement of responsible chemical 
management. Much work has been done through 
the NE SC3 to that end. The ultimate goal of 
the NE SC3 is to get dangerous and unused 
chemicals out of Nebraska schools in a safe and 
environmentally appropriate manner and to make 

proper chemical management self-suffi cient and sustainable in all schools.

The NE SC3 originated in September 2007 when U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
awarded Nebraska with a $150,000 grant to build a program to address chemical risks in 
schools. Nebraska was the only state selected from more than thirty applicants to receive 
this grant. Keep Nebraska Beautiful, in partnership with numerous state agencies and 
organizations, has championed the development and implementation of the NE SC3.

Matching funds to initiate the project included:

• A $150,000 grant was received from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to build 
the framework for the program including providing a series of workshops across the 
state, the development of a comprehensive website, development of undergraduate 
and graduate course work for proper chemical management for classroom teachers, 
and develop tools to sustain chemically safe schools. Without this grant to develop 
the program, the ability to help schools cleanout dangerous chemicals would not have 
been possible.

• Participating schools have contributed $4,550 of cash match for the disposal of the 
unused and dangerous chemicals in their schools, as well as $2,250 in-kind personnel 
match for key contacts at each school who have been present and assisted the 
hazardous waste vendor during the removal of the chemicals. 

• Providing $10,578.56 cash and in-kind match for personnel to manage and oversee 
the program and for the operational expenses associated with program management 
and  contributing at least $5,000 more during the fi rst full year of the grant. Funds were 
also raised through cash contribution from an Annual Golf Tournament and through 
memberships.

• Additionally, putting together a 23-member Leadership and Management Team to 
assist in the development and management of the NE SC3 Program that have all 
donated their time and expertise to the program since it began.

Finally, the NE SC3 has been successful only because of the contributions of all the 
participating schools, Educational Service Units, numerous state agencies including the 
Department of Environmental Quality as well as the Nebraska Environmental Trust. 

The Nebraska School Chemical Cleanout The Nebraska School Chemical Cleanout 
Campaign (NE SC3) aims to ensure that all 
schools are free from hazards associated with 
mismanaged chemicals. 

Keep Nebraska Beautiful (KNB) and the 
Nebraska Environmental Trust (NET) have 
stepped in with support to aid Nebraska schools 
in the advancement of responsible chemical 
management. Much work has been done through 
the NE SC3 to that end. The ultimate goal of 
the NE SC3 is to get dangerous and unused 
chemicals out of Nebraska schools in a safe and 
environmentally appropriate manner and to make 

The Nebraska School Chemical Cleanout 



Designed by Ken Hahn Architects, City of Omaha’s 
Under-The-Sink Special Waste Facility has 5,612 
square feet of covered and indoor work space and 
2,520 square feet of indoor support facilities. The 
site is just over fi ve acres. Research and design of the 
building took well over one year and was preceded 
by several years of study and public education.

Funding for the construction of the facility 
came primarily from grants including; Nebraska 
Environmental Trust, Waste Reduction and Recycling 
Incentive Fund of the Nebraska Department of 
Environmental Quality, Peter Kiewit Foundation and 
the Omaha World-Herald Foundation. 

The facility is located at 4001 South 120th Street in Omaha and caters to all Douglas and 
Sarpy County residents who can dispose of certain household products four days per week 
year around. Not only can they drop these materials off, the facility also has a ReStore where 
partially used containers of products from other residents are available for pick-up at no cost.

The cost to use this facility is free. In 2010 Under-The-Sink surpassed the 1 million pound 
mark of all hazard class divisions shipped off site for disposal. The Trust funded $500,000 
of the $1.2 million construction cost of Under-The-Sink. Having a permanent facility open 
year round has allowed Under-The-Sink  to serve over 7,000 customers through ReStore and 
receive 400 tons of potentially hazardous waste in 2010. Under-The-Sink’s mission is to safely 
collect, reuse, renew, recycle or dispose of potentially hazardous waste from households.

Recently, a paint can crusher was purchased with additional funds from the Trust. The paint 
can crusher will process latex paint cans, the most prolifi c item delivered to Under-The-Sink. 
The cost for the crusher was $11,424. Under-The-Sink is just one of the many examples of a 
project that has received Trust funds and other matching funds (in cash and in kind) that has 
had a long term impact on the environment and the community.

Designed by Ken Hahn Architects, City of Omaha’s 
Under-The-Sink Special Waste Facility has 5,612 
square feet of covered and indoor work space and 
2,520 square feet of indoor support facilities. The 
site is just over fi ve acres. Research and design of the 
building took well over one year and was preceded 
by several years of study and public education.

Funding for the construction of the facility 
came primarily from grants including; Nebraska 
Environmental Trust, Waste Reduction and Recycling 
Incentive Fund of the Nebraska Department of 
Environmental Quality, Peter Kiewit Foundation and 

Designed by Ken Hahn Architects, City of Omaha’s Designed by Ken Hahn Architects, City of Omaha’s Designed by Ken Hahn Architects, City of Omaha’s Designed by Ken Hahn Architects, City of Omaha’s Designed by Ken Hahn Architects, City of Omaha’s Designed by Ken Hahn Architects, City of Omaha’s 
Under The Sink Household Hazardous Waste Collection Facility
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Green Recycling Enterprises/Second Nature Public Recycling (GRE) 
is in the business of providing recycling containers throughout 
the City of Omaha and at public events throughout the state of 
Nebraska. During the past year, they have successfully tested and 
proven the demand for public recycling containers at 29 events 
in Omaha, Lincoln and other outlying communities in Nebraska.  
In addition to the fi nancial support generated from the NET, 
GRE was successful in obtaining $96,425 in matching funds and 
$25,000 in like-kind contributions from the event/host managers. 
The Recycling on the Go campaign consists of one cargo trailer, 
one pick-up truck, one utility vehicle, 100 recycling containers, 
promotional and educational materials and labor for service during 
the events.  

Green Recycling Enterprises/Second Nature Public Recycling (GRE) 

Second Nature Public Recycling - Recycling on the Go!

Green Recycling Enterprises/Second Nature Public Recycling (GRE) 
is in the business of providing recycling containers throughout 
the City of Omaha and at public events throughout the state of 
Nebraska. During the past year, they have successfully tested and 
proven the demand for public recycling containers at 29 events 
in Omaha, Lincoln and other outlying communities in Nebraska.  
In addition to the fi nancial support generated from the NET, 
GRE was successful in obtaining $96,425 in matching funds and 
$25,000 in like-kind contributions from the event/host managers. 
The Recycling on the Go campaign consists of one cargo trailer, 
one pick-up truck, one utility vehicle, 100 recycling containers, 
promotional and educational materials and labor for service during 
the events.  

Green Recycling Enterprises/Second Nature Public Recycling (GRE) 
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Local Pharmacy Medication Disposal - Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department

The Nebraska MEDS (Medication Education for 
Disposal Strategies) Coalition is ramping up 
the Local Pharmacy Medication Disposal – A 
Prescription for Public Health pilot project in 
hopes of better managing pharmaceutical waste 
in Lincoln and Lancaster County.  The project was 
spurred by a shared concern brought to light at 
a 2006 Groundwater Foundation workshop that 
focused on waste pharmaceuticals and other 
“emerging contaminates” found in groundwater 
and surface waters across the U.S.

The Nebraska MEDS Coalition continues to 
evolve with members having represented the 
following organizations: Nebraska Pharmacists Association, The Groundwater Foundation, 
Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality, Nebraska Board of Pharmacy, Nebraska 
Regional Poison Center, Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, the LiveWise 
Coalition and the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department. These key project partners 
have committed over $20,000 of in-kind matching support. Assistance includes regulatory 
compliance assistance, educational material development and management of outreach 
and on-going communication with area pharmacists and pharmacies. 

The project will offer all 66 local pharmacies an educational kit for pharmacy staff and 
customers that details the need and recommended steps for pharmaceutical waste disposal. 
It will also provide a simple and easily documentable disposal system for pharmacies 
to use that includes one-way disposal device for non-controlled substances that can be 
shipped directly to a medical/hazardous waste incinerator. The Lincoln-Lancaster County 
Health Department remains confi dent that, with the support of Nebraska MEDS, a system 
can be constructed to provide Lincoln-Lancaster County residents with a safe and legal 
pharmaceutical waste management option.  For more information, visit www.nebraskameds.
org. 
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In 2011, Energize Nebraska, a local clean energy non-profi t, 
earned the Nebraska Environmental Trust Board of Directors’ 
recommendation to fund a proposal with the main goal of  
building a solar workforce across the state.

The Solar Clean Air Initiative will provide six training seminars 
to teach college faculty and businesses about current solar 
technologies and equipment. The insertion of solar services to 
meet public demand will create local economic development, 
a new source of jobs, and utilize one of Nebraska’s greatest 
renewable energy resources, abundant sunlight.

In order to make this fi rst-of-its kind project a success, Energize 
Nebraska reached out to our state’s community colleges to join 
forces in this statewide project. 

Solar Clean Air Initiative - Energize Nebraska -The Hamilton Community Foundation

earned the Nebraska Environmental Trust Board of Directors’ 
recommendation to fund a proposal with the main goal of  
building a solar workforce across the state.

The Solar Clean Air Initiative will provide six training seminars 
to teach college faculty and businesses about current solar 
technologies and equipment. The insertion of solar services to 
meet public demand will create local economic development, 
a new source of jobs, and utilize one of Nebraska’s greatest 
renewable energy resources, abundant sunlight.

In order to make this fi rst-of-its kind project a success, Energize 
Nebraska reached out to our state’s community colleges to join 
forces in this statewide project. 
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Since 1948, young Omahans have 
learned about the outdoors through 
Hummel Park Day Camp, operated 
by Omaha Parks and Recreation.  
Over the years, the structures that 
served the camp became old and 
dilapidated, no longer meeting 
building codes and accessibility 
guidelines.  It became critical to 
replace the buildings in order to keep 
the camp open.

The city designated $1,000,000 of the 
City’s Capital Improvement Program towards replacing the buildings. The Papio-Missouri 
River Natural Resources District contributed $50,000 and, with a $350,000 grant from the 
Nebraska Environmental Trust, it became feasible to construct two new buildings to serve 
the camp and provide an on-site caretaker’s house. 

The new Hummel Park Nature Center is a multi-purpose, four-season building which will be 
programmed for nature education, recreation and retreat activities. The building includes 
a safe room for severe weather protection, a geo-thermal heat pump and natural day 
lighting. The landscape features rain gardens.  

The Zero Net Energy Test House II (ZNETH II caretaker’s house) is a successful public private 
partnership between the City of Omaha and researchers at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln and the Peter Kiewit Institute.  Both contributed in-kind services toward design of 
the ZNETH II with the goal of providing optimal energy effi ciency with little to no additional 
construction cost. Energy effi cient components include high effi ciency doors and windows, 
R-50 attic insulation, double wall framing, geothermal heat pump and rain barrels. Whole 
house energy monitoring and control systems will collect data regarding energy use for use 
in future projects.

Hummel Park Nature Camp - Department of Parks, Recreation and Public Property

Only through key partnerships and crucial in-kind matching funds from our community 
colleges, Energize Nebraska was able to cost-share the project. Each college contribution 
will be to provide facilities to host the seminars, faculty time to attend and marketing 
support across each of their communities.

The Nebraska Community College system has been working diligently to build individual 
and shared capacities for workforce development in renewable energies. Traditional 
programs such as electrical, HVAC, plumbing and construction technology will be updated 
to incorporate alternative energy coursework. 

The promise of solar energy and its benefi ts (environmental and fi nancial) will only 
be materialized through public-private partnerships to raise funds and the leadership 
of organizations like the Nebraska Environmental Trust to support renewable energy 
development. To learn more about the upcoming seminars, dates and locations, log on to 
www.energizenebraska.org 

learned about the outdoors through 
Hummel Park Day Camp, operated 
by Omaha Parks and Recreation.  
Over the years, the structures that 
served the camp became old and 
dilapidated, no longer meeting 
building codes and accessibility 
guidelines.  It became critical to 
replace the buildings in order to keep 
the camp open.
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independent organization of ranchers, interest groups and 
agencies whose mission is to collaborate on projects that 
improve the management and health of Nebraska grazing 
lands and ensure long term stability and conservation of 
rangeland resources.  Recognizing that it is diffi cult to 
manage that which is not measured, the NGLC developed 
the Rangeland Monitoring Program (RMP) to provide on-
site assistance for landowners who are ready to implement a 
pasture or range monitoring system – but would like a little 
help getting started. The RMP is available to landowners and 
managers across the state on a fi rst-come, fi rst-serve basis for a low cost recovery fee of $25 
through support of the Nebraska Environmental Trust, the Sandhills Task Force, the Nebraska 
Rural Development Commission and the United States Department of Agriculture Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). 

The RMP has been funded primarily by the Nebraska Environmental Trust since June 
2009. However, the project would have been impossible without additional funding and 
technical expertise coming from the USDA-NRCS, the Nebraska Rural Development 
Commission and the Sandhills Task Force.  The USDA-NRCS provides technical training for 
the RMP technicians through the NRCS State Range Conservationists. USDA-NRCS also 
provides a vehicle for NGLC coordinator travel and funding for marketing, data collection/
analysis and monitoring equipment. The Sandhills Resource Conservation & Development 
Council provides grant administration, accounting expertise and NGLC Board meeting 
accommodations. The Sandhills Task Force has funded grazing management educational 
meetings within the Nebraska Sandhills. 

To date, approximately 300 Nebraska landowners/managers have participated in the RMP 
resulting in grazing lands conservation which translates directly into improved forage for 
livestock, improved habitat for wildlife, economic benefi ts for rural communities and cleaner 
water for much of the Great Plains. For additional information about the RMP and other 
NGLC activities, visit: www.nebraskagrazinglands.org. 

Grazing Lands Monitoring Program for Plant Health and Soil Quality - Nebraska 
Grazing Lands Coalition

Nebraska Environmental Trust fi nanced the Nebraska 
Agriculture Education Soils Project in 2011. With 
that grant, Agriculture Educators and students have 
necessary soil resources and equipment for classroom, 
laboratories and fi eld experiences to expand soil 
education. Also, Excellence in Ag Science Day: 
Educators Connecting Agriculture to Research, reached 
out to seventy Nebraska Agriculture Educators with 
motivational presentations by noted soil experts. 

600 hours of volunteerism have been donated to 
broaden Agriculture Educators and student’s knowledge and skills about soil science. “I’m 
excited that we will be able to enhance science education through soil science. It’s going 
to be a terrifi c project over the next three years.” Mr. Matt Kreifels, Nebraska Agriculture 
Education Director. Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education donated $3,000 of soil 
books. JMC Associates provided soil probes at 15% volume discount. 

Nebraska Environmental Trust fi nanced the Nebraska Nebraska Environmental Trust fi nanced the Nebraska Nebraska Environmental Trust fi nanced the Nebraska 
Nebraska Agricultural Education Soils - Nebraska Agricultural Education
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The Nebraska Grazing Lands Coalition (NGLC) is an 
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Facts in Brief

Grant Awards by Category 1994-2011Grant Awards by Category 1994-2011

The Nebraska Environmental Trust....

...is funded by the Nebraska Lottery. The Lottery 
has transferred more than $173 million to the Trust 
...is funded by the Nebraska Lottery. The Lottery 
has transferred more than $173 million to the Trust 
...is funded by the Nebraska Lottery. The Lottery 

the last 18 years.

...covers the cost of operations through interest 
earnings. The Trust has operated with overhead 
expenditures equaling less than 3% of income since 
it was created.

...has completed 18 grant cycles and will 
announce the results of the 19th round of award 
recommendations in February 2012.

Grant Awards by Category 1994-2011

Operations Less Than 
3% of Total Revenue
Operations Less Than 
3% of Total Revenue
Operations Less Than 

FY 10-11

Income
Interest income   $   1,133,715.99  
Lottery Proceeds   $ 14,042,121.00

ExpensesExpenses
Operations  $      388,167.62      
Expenses
Operations  $      388,167.62      
Expenses

Grant Awards $ 14,741,788.00
Operations  $      388,167.62      
Grant Awards $ 14,741,788.00
Operations  $      388,167.62      

Average Operation Expenses  to 
Income Percentage from 1994 - 2011 = 2.23% 

Amount Requested             Amount AwardedAmount Requested             Amount AwardedAmount Requested             Amount AwardedAmount Requested             Amount Awarded



2011 Grant Listing

Audubon Nebraska
Protection of critical habitat in the Big Bend 
reach of the Platte River. $710,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Central Platte NRD
To enhance the availability of native grass-
lands and instream flows for fish and wildlife 
and increase the resilience and sustainability 
of both agricultural and native habitats in 
the Platte Basin eco-system. $1,000,000 (yr. 
3 of 3)

Project to enable the quantities, locations 
and timing of water added to the Platte 
River for wildlife and other instream flow 
uses. $246,720 (yr. 2 of 2)

Clay Center Spring Wing Ding
Funding for the acquisition of the Morgan 
Tract to restore wetlands to provide habitat 
for migratory birds and other species of 
wildlife. $27,000 (yr. 2 of 2)

City of Columbus
Building of a new Municipal Recycle Center 
co-located with the Columbus Transfer 
Station. $330,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Community CROPS
Project to expand workshop and experiential 
learning opportunities in organic vegetable 
production for beginning immigrant, 
refugee and low-income farmers in 
southeast Nebraska. $50,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Ducks Unlimited
To restore and enhance approximately 670 
acres of shallow water, ephemeral wetland 
habitat in Nebraska’s Rainwater Basin. 
$15,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

To help acquire and restore an alkaline 
wetlands complex along the North Platte 
River west of Bridgeport, Nebraska. $440,000 
(yr. 1 of 1)

Protection of the South Platte River through 
a conservation easement. $321,663 (yr. 1 of 
2)

Energize Nebraska - Hamilton Community 
Foundation
The Solar Clean Initiative will educate 
and establish a new generation of solar 
instructors, installers and entrepreneurs. 
$35,200 (yr. 1 of 1)

Ericson Lake Corporation
Implementation of a preliminary restoration 
plan by the Corp. of Engineers to increase 
and protect open water areas. $75,000 (yr. 1 
of 1)

Five Rivers Resource Conservation and 
Development, Inc.
Native Grassland Protection against invasive 
weeds through  a cost share program 
to make weed control affordable for 
landowners, managers and other entities. 
$39,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Fontenelle Nature Association
Watershed erosion repair at Coffin Springs. 
$150,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools
Funds to develop Elliot Park and Playground 
adjacent to the Elliot Elementary School. 
$10,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Friends of the Rainwater Basin
Funding to retire irrigation reuse pits and 
improve wetland function through out the 
Rainwater Basin Region. $109,623 (yr. 2 of 3)

Gracie Creek Landowner Association
Project to conserve and enhance habitat for key 
bird and plant species across a large privately-
owned landscape. $90,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Grand Island Area Clean Community System
Leasing and modification of a 5,000 square 
food Household Hazardous Waste facility for 
one-stop disposal of household hazardous 
waste, medications and recyclable products. 
$85,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Green Recycling Enterprises, LLC dba Second 
Nature Public Recycling
Grant to provide recyling containers 
throughout the City of Omaha and at public 
events statewide. $105,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Groundwater Foundation, The
Funding towards growing groundwater 
awareness in Nebraska, a project that leverages 
on strategic partnerships to diffuse compelling 
messages about groundwater and surface 
water. $70,811 (yr. 2 of 3)

Habitat for Humanity of Omaha ReStore
Grant to purchase material transportation 
equipment such as platform trucks, hand 
trucks and carts to increase efficiency of 
receiving, moving, storing and displaying home 
improvement material. $10,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Keep Alliance Beautiful
Funding to support recycling center equipment 
and education programs. $23,990 (yr. 2 of 3)

Keep Nebraska Beautiful
Program to remove inappropriate, outdated, 
unknown, unnecessary and highly hazardous 
chemicals from schools. $108,024 (yr. 1 of 2)

Lincoln Parks Foundation
Cost towards renovating Centennial Mall. 
$60,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
A pilot project in Lincoln and Lancaster County 
to help consumers properly dispose of their 
medications. $50,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Lower Loup NRD
Cost-share of flowmeters for irrigators to 
increase understanding of groundwater 
irrigation. $40,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Lower Niobrara NRD
Provide flowmeters for interested landowners 
participating in any monitoring programs 
within the Lower Niobrara NRD. $20,000 (yr. 3 
of 3)

Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance
Access to water quality data to help protect 
the public and the environment through the 
prediction of real time contaminant in the 
Lower Platte $90,240 (yr. 1 of 2)

Metropolitan Area Planning Agency
A study to gather and review waste generation 
and diversion and disposal data for the 
Metropolitan Area Planning Agency (MAPA). 
$50,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Metropolitan Utilities District
The development of a regional market for NGVs 
by providing public-access fueling stations. 
$200,000 (yr. 2 of 2)

The following is a listing of the 2011 
grants awarded by the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust. The Trust can 
provide grants over a three year 
period and the funding is noted 
accordingly. Due to space limitations, 
only the project sponsor and brief 
description of the project have been 
outlined; to find out about additional 
project partners or additional project 
information, contact the Trust office at 
402-471-5409 or visit our website at: 
www.environmentaltrust.org
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Nature Conservancy, The
Funding to complete the aquisition of a 
conservation easement on the Horseshoe 
Bend of the Switzer ranch. $190,000 (yr. 1 
of 1)

Nebraska Academy of Sciences
Funding for the administration of Public 
Information and Education Grants to 
support the presentation and dissemination 
of information and perspectives that 
will stimulate enhanced environmental 
stewardship. $56,600 (yr. 1 of 3)

Nebraska Agricultural Education Educators
A soils project that educates Nebraska 
Agricultural Educators, Ag Ed students and 
Nebraskans to improve Nebraska soils and 
land health. $75,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Nebraska Bird Partnership
Funding of the Capacity Building Grant 
Program to assists local conservation 
partnerships. $30,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Project to address the loss of environmental 
benefits associated with the Conservation 
Reserve Program as acres expire across 
Nebraska. $222,000 (yr. 2 of 2)

Nebraska Cattlemen
Creation of several video products of the 
Leopold Conservation Award winners to 
be used to foster environmental education. 
$6,575 (yr. 3 of 3)

Nebraska Department of Agriculture
Controlling invasive weeds to dramatically 
reduce the available seed bank, thus 
providing long-term control. $65,000 (yr. 3 
of 3)

Nebraska Ethanol Board
Project to improve air-quality through the 
promotion of ethanol as an alternative 
transportation fuel to gasoline. $15,000 (yr. 
1 of 1)

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Grant for the WILD Nebraska program 
which will be made available to landowners 
to foster better stewardship on the 
landscape, create better wildlife habitat and 
increase public use opportunities. $80,000 
(yr. 1 of 3)

A prescribe burn program for the Oak 
Woodlands in Ponca State and Indian Cave 
State Parks. $60,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Project to conserve, restore and enhance 
water quality of aquatic eco-systems across 
the state using environmentally sound 
rehabilitation techniques. $400,000 (yr. 2 of 
3)

Thinning of cedars and young ponderosa 
pines from Smith Falls State Park. $30,000 
(yr. 2 of 2)

Funding to decrease shoreline erosion 
and filling of the channel with shale and 
sediment at the Miller Creek access point 
and at South Shore access point at the 
Lewis and Clark Recreation area. $110,000 
(yr. 3 of 3)

Expand the implementation of new BULs, 
focus on new opportunities with existing 
partnerships and continue established 
Legacy Project implementation. $360,000 
(yr. 2 of 3)

Nebraska Grazing Lands Coalition
Financial support for targeting grazing 
land manager education along with public 
educational events. $70,000 (yr. 1 of 3)



A cooperative program among local rancher 
working groups and agriculture students 
that will provide landowners with technical 
assistance and equipment to effectively 
monitor plant communities and soil resources 
on their land. $90,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

Nebraska One Box Foundation
Funding to purchase a new Great Plains 10’ no-
till habitat drill. $15,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Nebraska State Historical Society Foundation
The purchase of a conservation easement 
on acres of agricultural land in Morill county 
around Chimney Rock. $100,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Nebraska State Recycling Association
Small Recycling Equipment grant administered 
through the Association to help recruit and 
administer grant requests to enhance the 
State’s recycling infrastructure. $200,000 (yr. 1 
of 1)

Nebraska Statewide Arboretum
A three year initiative aimed at reversing the 
decline of Nebraska’s community forests 
by promoting and investing in intensive 
tree planting, sound resource management, 
community capacity building and education. 
$205,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Statewide initiative that will make Nebraska’s 
community green spaces more sustainable 
through water-wise stewardship practices. 
$259,091 (yr. 2 of 3)

Nemaha Natural Resources District
Developing a watershed management plan to 
protect and reduce the amount of sediment 
entering the constructed Duck and Buck Creek 
lakes. $50,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

Niobrara Council Camp Enhancement
Purchase of brand new camp equipment to 
offer quality, hands-on programs at any time to 
more participants. $15,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Norfolk, City of
Funding towards a permanent household 
hazardous waste collection point operated by 
the City. $125,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

North Central Nebraska Resources 
Conservation and Development Council
Restoration of riparian habitat along the middle 
segment of the Niobrara River that has choked 
over the years with Purple Loosestrife. $10,925 
(yr. 2 of 3)

North Platte Natural Resources District
To continue the development of innovative 
analysis of recently collected data to create 
aquifer maps in three dimensions. $275,000 (yr. 
1 of 2)

North Platte, City of
Grant towards a curbside recycling program 
that will result in a reduction of generated 
waste. $246,810 (yr. 1 of 1)

Northern Prairies Land Trust
Tallgrass prairie conservation efforts on private 
lands. $216,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

Omaha, City of
Restoration and rehabilitation of Carter lake. 
$425,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Omaha, City of - Environmental Quality Control
Funding to purchase a paint can crusher. 
$11,424 (yr. 1 of 1)

Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District
Pigeon/Jones Creek Site watershed erosion and 
sediment control project. $660,000.00 (yr. 2 of 
2)

Pheasants Forever - Four Seasons
Purchase of a no-till grass drill to be used 
by landowners to establish wildlife habitat. 
$15,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Pheasants Forever - Corners for Wildlife
To establish permanent wildlife habitat. 
$202,000 (yr. 1 of 1) 

Platte River Basin Environments
Acquisition of the Cox tracts to the Wildcat 
Hills Wildlands Initiative. $640,000 (yr. 1 of 
2)

PrairieLand RC & D Council
Funding to implement conservation 
practices in the Shell Creek watershed 
that will increase water quality and reduce 
damage from erosion and flooding. 
$150,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Project to increase the adoption and 
sustainable use of continuous no-till by one 
million acres. $100,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Quail Forever
To continue the process of building Mobile 
Prescribed Burn Units. $90,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Rainwater Basin Joint Venture
Project to restore, enhance and protect 
wetland and associated upland habitat 
within the Rainwater Basin landscape in 
south-central Nebraska. $170,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Project to address the management 
of aggressive and invasive vegetation 
negatively affecting wetlands in the 
Rainwater Basin region of south central 
Nebraska. $78,750 (yr. 2 of 3)

Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory
Conservation and educational activities 
that will assist in addressing threats to 
at-risk species in addition to informing and 
educating students, teachers, landowners 
and resource professionals. $99,167 (yr. 2 
of 3)

Develop and implement habitat focused 
conservation programs through out the 
Kimball grasslands. $150,000 (yr. 2 of 2)

Sandhills Task Force
Project involves the restoration and 
protection of the natural hydrology of a 420 
acre lake located in Grant county. $150,000 
(yr. 1 of 1)

South Platte Natural Resources District
Funds to install monitoring wells with 
related geophysical surveys to gather 
information on aquifer properties and to 
provide long term groundwater monitoring 
facilities. $168,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

To maintain CRP’s benefits to air, water, 
soil and wildlife resources by providing 
producers with options to maintain these 
acres in grasslands through the use of 
livestock grazing. $300,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Sioux City, City of
Purchase of two engine generator sets 
for the City’s energy recovery and power 
generation facility to utilize methane for 
electricity and building/processing heat for 
the plant. $580,900 (yr. 1 of 1)

Southwest Weed Management Area
Continued efforts to remove invasive 
species from the channel of the Republican 
River to the flood plain to aid increased 
water flows. $461,440 (yr. 1 of 1)

Weed management initiative through the 
Republican River channel. $143,170 (yr. 1 of 
1)

Star City Recycling
Assistance in recycling programs through 
the purchase of new larger bin sized totes 
and wheel attachments. $10,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

The Nebraska Land Trust Incorporated
Purchase of conservation easement on two 
properties that will provide critical habitat 
for Big Horns in the Pine Ridge. $639,600 
(yr. 1 of 2)

Twin Valley Weed Management Area
Ongoing efforts to control invasive riparian 
plants along the Republican River and 
its tributaries within the eight counties. 
$650,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

University of Nebraska - Board of Regents
Evaluating management techniques in use 
on prairies in critical wildlife habitats along 
the Platte River valley. $25,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Controlling eastern red cedar population 
on the Cedar Point Biological Station 
(CPBS) property. $10,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Program to locate Professional Manure 
Applicators in Nebraska and use a 
focus group of PMA’s to direct training 
needs, deliver training workshops, an 
educationally focused manure expo and 
establish an online training program and 
resources for those that apply manure. 
$50,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Program to prevent the spread of aquatic 
invasive species into and across Nebraska. 
$112,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Project aimed at optimizing new social 
media in Nebraska’s litter reduction and 
recycling education. $13,941.00 (yr. 1 of 1)

Nebraska Master Naturalist Program 
to equip participants with the scientific 
knowledge and hands-on skill training that 
make then ideal volunteers. $55,000 (yr. 3 
of 3)

UNL - BKR Extension Office
Funding towards a no-till drill in north 
central Nebraska. $30,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Upper Loup Natural Resources District
Funds for the placement of recycling 
trailers throughout the district to provide 
regular transport of these trailers to the 
end market. $21,424 (yr. 2 of 3)

US Recycling Company
Funding to put a soft metal baler in Sidney. 
$20,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Funding for recyclable roll off collection 
containers in Keith, Perkins and Garden 
counties. $13,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

West Central Weed Management Area
Three year plan to remove dead 
phragmites to improve native wildlife 
habitat and river channel flow. $200,000 
(yr. 3 of 3)

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
Prairie rehabilitation project to cover seed 
and labor costs. $66,700 (yr. 1 of 1)
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