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Take me fishing
because you can think
about work later.
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REGISTRATION

NOTICE
This is a guide only. For sources,
consult Nebraska statutes and
official regulations.

Nebraska motorboat registrations are
issued for three-year periods and initial
registration may be obtained only from
the county treasurer of the boater’s
county of residence. Classifications and
the three-year fee schedule are listed
below.
Boat registration renewals may be
made online at the Game and Parks
Commission web site:
www.outdoornebraska.org/boating
All vessels powered by any mechanical
device capable of propelling the vessel
over any public or private waters of
Nebraska (including the Missouri River
and Lewis and Clark Lake) must be
registered, except the following:
(1) Vessels not powered by machinery
at any time; (2) motorboats registered in
another state and housed in Nebraska
less than 60 consecutive days; (3) vessels owned by any government or political sub-division; (4) racing-type motorboats when competing in state-approved
races and during trial runs 48 hours prior
to or 48 hours after competition; (5) vessels documented by U.S. Coast Guard.

REMINDERS

• As of January 1, 2004, all boat oper-

ators under age 18 must have completed a boating safety course. This
includes the operators of Personal
Watercraft (PWC) Classes are
offered throughout the state. The
course is six hours long with a proctored exam and you must have 70%
to pass. Check the boating web site
www.outdoornebraska.org/boating for class schedules or check with
any District Office.
Successful completion of boating
safety courses certified and recognized
by other states will be accepted in lieu
of Nebraska Boating Basics Course.
Responsibility lies with the operator.
• Certificate of number/registration
must be available on the vessel for law
enforcement inspection at any time.
• Boats manufactured in 1972 or later
must be titled before they can be registered in Nebraska.
• Speeds in excess of 5 mph are illegal
at all times within 30 yards of any vessel, marina, landing and fishing piers,
anchorages or bathing beach.
• 30 days allowed in transit for boat
registration.
The
most common examples of reck•
less boat operation for which a ticket
can be written are. Operating under
the influence - .08 percent or greater
blood alcohol content (BAC); riding on
the boat’s bow, seat-backs, or gunwales; overloading; PWC operator
facing backward.

tered in Nebraska by the applicant, the
license fee will be reduced by 1/36 for
each full month of the registration period that passed prior to the boat being
acquired.

without having such title, or who operates any motorboat which a Hull
Identification Number is required without such number, shall be guilty of a
Class III misdemeanor.

MOTORBOAT TITLE

DEFINITIONS

All owners of newly acquired motorized vessels must obtain a title from the
county clerk in the county where the
owner resides before the county treasurer will issue or renew any motorboat
registration. An owner who wishes to
sell a boat must title it before it can be
sold. All boats manufactured prior to
1972 are exempt from titling, but not
from registration.

Motorboat shall mean any vessel
propelled by any form of mechanical
power, including electric trolling motors.
Personal Watercraft shall mean a
class of inboard vessel less than sixteen feet in length which uses an internal combustion engine powering a jet
pump as its primary source of propulsion and is designed to be operated by
a person sitting, standing, or kneeling
on the vessel rather than in the conventional manner of boat operation.
Sailboard shall mean a surfboard-type
vessel with no freeboard and using a
free-sail system with a swivel-mounted
mast not secured to a hull by guys or
stays.
Vessel shall mean every description
of watercraft, other than a seaplane on
the water, used or capable of being
used as a means of transportation on
water.

Common HIN:
stamped into fiberglass of transom
ABC45678A494

Classification and Fees
Class 1: Vessels less than 16 feet in
length and all canoes, regardless of length: $20.00 plus
$3 issuing fee
Class 2: Vessels 16 feet or over but
less than 26 feet in length:
$40.00 plus $3 issuing fee
Class 3: Vessels 26 feet or over, but
less than 40 feet in length:
$60.00 plus $3 issuing fee
Class 4: Vessels 40 feet in length and
over: $100 plus $3 issuing fee
Class 5: Dealers or manufacturers of
motorboats: $40.00 plus $3
issuing fee
Duplicate: To replace a lost or
destroyed certificate: $1 plus
$3 issuing fee
In the event application is made after
the beginning of any registration period
for a motorboat not previously regis4

NUMBERING
Certificate of Number

Federal law requires all boats manufactured after November 1, 1972,
including homemade boats, display a
12-character Hull Identification Number
(HIN). The character of each HIN number must be no less than one-fourth
inch high and located to the starboard
(right) outboard side of the transom,
within two inches of the top of the transom, gunwale, or hull/deck joint,
whichever is lowest.
If your motorboat has no Hull
Identification Number, it will be necessary to obtain one from the Nebraska
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV)
before a title and registration can be
issued. Applications for a HIN can be
obtained from the DMV or county
treasurer.
Any person who operates a motorboat which requires a certificate of title

Upon application, motorboat owners
will receive a certificate of number. This
certificate must be available for law
enforcement inspection at any time.
Certificates of number expire
December 31 at the end of each
three-year period. No motorboat may
be operated after December 31 without
the registration being renewed.
A duplicate certificate will be issued
by the county treasurer on proof of loss
for a $1 replacement fee and $3 issuing
fee.
Any person holding a valid certificate
of number who changes his address
shall, within 15 days, notify the Game
and Parks Commission of the new
address.
A boat owner shall furnish the Game
and Parks Commission notice of trans5

Dealer Numbers

fer of all or any part of his interest within 15 days of the effective date. If the
transfer of part ownership does not
affect the owner’s right to operate the
motorboat, the transaction will not
affect the certificate of number.
The owner shall notify the Game and
Parks Commission of the destruction or
abandonment of any vessel within 15
days, which will terminate the certificate of number.

A person engaged in the manufacture
or sale of boats can obtain certificates
of number for use in testing or demonstrating motorboats by payment of
$40.00 plus $3 issuing fee for each registration needed. Dealer numbers will
be TEMPORARILY affixed in the prescribed position on the boat.

POINTS TO REMEMBER
• All vessel operators are responsible

Placement and Display of
Numbers

for any discomfort or injury to other
persons or damage to vessels
caused by their wake.
• Swimmers have the right of way at all
times over vessels.
• Any vessel not operating under
mechanical power and any anchored
vessel shall have the right of way over
any vessel operating under mechanical power. Motorboat operators shall
give such vessels reasonable clearance, so the wash and wake does not
unnecessarily disturb said boats.
• Only authorized emergency rescue or
law enforcement vessels may be
equipped with or use flashing red or
blue lights.
• Any operator observing flashing red
or blue lights on an approaching vessel shall immediately stop.
• Those navigating or attempting to
navigate any stream or river with nonpowered vessels may portage or otherwise transport their vessel around
any fence or obstruction in such
stream or river.

The assigned numbers, which are designated on the certificate of number, shall
be placed on each side of the forward
half of the vessel and read left to right in
a horizontal plane, starting with the validation sticker followed by the capital
block letters “NB”, followed by a 2-inch
space and three or four digits in a numerical group followed by a 2-inch space and
two or three capital block letters.

VALID NUMBERING STYLE
 2" Space 2" 

NB 217 AAX
VALIDATION STICKER
GOES HERE



Letters and numbers will be block figures of contrasting color at least three
inches in height and visible for 100 feet.
Purchase of the letters and numbers,
except the validation sticker, and the
attachment to the motorboat are the
responsibility of the owner.
No numbers and letters other than the
registration numbers, letters and validation stickers shall be displayed on any
mechanically-powered boat on either
side of the forward half of the vessel.

UNSAFE VESSELS
Overloading — No overloaded vessels shall be operated on the waters
of this state. All vessels when loaded
must retain at least one-half of the total
depth of the boat above the water when
measured at the center of the vessel and
must meet the requirement of the manufacturer’s capacity plate.
If any conservation officer or other
law enforcement official of this state
observes a vessel being operated with-

Notice to Purchasers of
Previously Owned Boats
All registrations are non-transferable.
Even if the motorboat you recently purchased is displaying a current validation sticker, you must register this
motorboat in your name within 30 days
of operation on the waters of this state.
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out the proper equipment or with any
other unsafe condition, he/she may
direct the operator to correct the situation immediately or return to mooring
until the hazard is corrected.

anchored boat. The operator shall be
held responsible for compliance.
• No one under 14 years of age shall
operate a motorboat of any class at
any time. The owner(s) shall be held
responsible.
• Each personal watercraft operator
must wear a lanyard-type engine cutoff switch if that personal watercraft is
so equipped by the manufacturer.
• It is unlawful to jump a wake with a
motorized vessel within 50 yards of
another craft.
• It is unlawful to jump the wake of any
boat that is towing a skier, tuber,
wakeboarder, etc.
• It is unlawful for any boat operator
(including PWC) under 16 years of
age to tow a skier, tuber, wakeboarder, etc.
• It is unlawful for any person under the
age of 18 years to operate any motorboat (including PWC) unless he or
she has completed a Boating Safety
Course and is in possession of a valid
Boating Safety Certificate card.

UNLAWFUL PRACTICES
• It is unlawful to operate or give per-

mission for the operation of a vessel
that is not equipped as required.
• It is unlawful for any operator to
exceed the speeds posted or charted
in any specific zone or area. Under all
other circumstances, speed must be
reasonable and proper in consideration of the conditions prevailing at that
time and place.
• Speeds exceeding 5 mph/no excessive wake are illegal at all times in or
within 30 yards of any vessel, harbor,
marina, landing pier, fishing pier,
anchorage or bathing beach.
Operating
a motorboat with a blood
•
alcohol content of .08% or greater
constitutes Boating Under the
Influence (BUI) and carries a penalty
of up to a $1,000 fine, up to six months
in jail, and the loss of boating privileges for six months. Refusal to submit
to a chemical blood alcohol test will
result in the same penalties as BUI.
• Personal watercraft cannot under any
circumstances be operated between
sunset and sunrise.
• Operation of vessels is prohibited
within any area marked off or set
aside as a prohibited area.
• Swimming or bathing is prohibited in
all marinas or within 20 yards of
launching, mooring or docking areas.
• No vessel may be tied off or attached
to any buoy, marker or navigational
aid on any waters in this state.
• It is unlawful to place or leave, in any
public waters, any vessel not safe for
operation.
• No child under 13 is allowed aboard
any vessel when not wearing a U.S.
Coast Guard-approved life preserver,
except when hunting waterfowl in an

REQUIRED EQUIPMENT
Life Jackets: Every vessel except
sailboards, including any buoyant
device capable of being used as a
means of transportation on water, shall
carry one U.S. Coast Guard-approved,
Type I, II, III or V Life Preserver for each
person on board. Every vessel except
personal watercraft, canoes, kayaks
and sailboards, shall carry at least one
U.S. Coast Guard-approved throwable
flotation device (Type IV) in addition to
other required devices. All such devices
shall be in good condition and be so
placed as to be readily accessible.
Personal watercraft may not be operated on the waters of this state unless
each person on board is wearing a
Type I, II, III or V U.S. Coast Guardapproved floatation device.
Fire Extinguisher: Inboard/Outboard;
Inboard or any motorboat which has
closed compartments, closed living
spaces or permanently installed fuel
tanks; Class 1 and 2: One (1) U.S. Coast
7

Guard approved type B-I fire extinguisher; Class 3, two (2) U.S. Coast Guard
class. approved B-I or one (1) B-II fire
extinguisher; Class 4, three (3) U.S.
Coast Guard approved B-I or two (2) B-II
fire extinguisher; All airboats must carry
the number of fire extinguishes according to their classification.
No fire extinguishers are required for
outboard motorboats under 26 feet in
length of open construction and not
carrying passengers for hire.
Oars: Every vessel, except personal
watercraft, sailboards or similar
devices, and Class 3 or 4 motorboats,
shall carry an oar or paddle.
Bailing Bucket: Every vessel,
except personal watercraft, sailboards
or similar devices, shall be equipped
with a bailing bucke, efficient bilge
pump or sponge.
Muffler: The exhaust of all internal
combustion engines used on motorboats shall be effectively muffled in a
reasonable manner. It shall be unlawful
to operate any motorboat in such a
manner as to exceed a noise level of
96db when measured at 100 feet when
the motorboat is on plane.
Whistle/Bell: Every vessel of Classes
1, 2, 3, and 4 shall have an efficient
whistle or other mechanical sound-producing device. Every mechanically powered
boat of Class 4 shall be equipped with
an efficient bell.
Flame Arrestor: Every motorboat
with an inboard motor using gasoline
fuel shall have the carburetor of every
engine equipped with an efficient flame
arrestor or similar device. These devices
shall meet U.S. Coast Guard approval.
Ventilating:
Every
motorboat,
except those of open construction,
using volatile liquid fuel shall have a
prescribed venting system for bilges
and fuel-tank compartment.

as an observer in the vessel with the
operator.
Life Saving Devices: It shall be
unlawful for any boat operator to tow or
otherwise assist any person on water
skis or other device or for any skier to
manipulate water skis or similar devices
unless the skier is wearing a life jacket
that is in good condition. The only exception is during state-authorized regattas
and similar ski and water shows. All
lines, when not in use, shall be stowed
immediately aboard the towing vessel.
Skiing Hours: It shall be unlawful to
tow or otherwise be assisting a person
on water skis, aquaplane, or similar
device from the period of ½ hour after
sunset to ½ hour before sunrise unless
in duly-authorized competition.

ORANGE FLAG
Whenever a water skier, surfboarder,
or any person engaged in a similar activity or associated equipment is down in
the water the operator or observer of the
tow boat must display a
hunter orange flag of
a size not less than 12
inches square or at
least 144 square inches. This flag must be
visible 360 degrees.

DIVERS FLAG
The Divers Flag must be displayed
whenever diving or spear-fishing
underwater to give fair warning to
boaters of a diver in the area.
• SCUBA divers are reminded to display the Divers
flag and stay
within 150 feet of
their flag.
• Divers may not
dive within 200
feet of the outer
limits of any
designated
swimming area,
boat mooring,
docking, or
launching area.

WATER-SKIING
Observer: All vessels, when pulling
a person on skis, surfboards, or similar
devices and not equipped with a
wide-angle rearview mirror, must have
a responsible person 12 years or older
8

TYPE V (Special use
device)
Designed
only for specific activities. Check label for
limits of use. Varieties
include sailboarding
vests, deck suits,
work vests, hybrid
PFDs, and others.

• Boaters must maintain a distance of

150 feet from a divers flag, except law
enforcement boats, rescue boats,
and boats engaged in the diving
operations.

REQUIRED
FLOTATION DEVICES
With the exception of sailboards,
every vessel must carry one U.S. Coast
Guard-approved Type I, II, III or V flotation device of suitable size for each person on board. In addition to the
required wearable life preservers,
every vessel except sailboards, personal watercraft, canoes, and kayaks
shall also carry one U.S. Coast Guardapproved Type IV throwable device.

NAVIGATION RULES
Vessel Traffic shall be governed by
the following rules.
• Passing from rear — pass on other
vessel’s port (left) if possible.
• Passing head on — pass port to port.
• Passing at right angles — vessel on
right has right of way.
• Manually propelled vessels have the
right of way over all other vessels.
• Sailboats have the right of way over
all motor-driven vessels. Motorboats,
when meeting or overtaking sailboats, shall always pass on the leeward (downwind) side.
• Any vessel backing from a landing has
the right of way over incoming vessels.

TYPE I (Offshore Life
Jacket) Designed to
turn an unconscious
person in water to vertical or slightly backward position. 20
pounds buoyancy
TYPE II (Near shore
Buoyant Vest) Designed
to turn an unconscious
person to a vertical or
slightly backward position. 15½ pounds buoyancy

RIGHT OF WAY
Audible Signals
When two vessels are approaching
each other head on or nearly so, each
operator shall swing the bow of his
motorboat to the starboard to pass.
Each operator shall give one short blast
of the whistle and, in addition, indicate
his course by swinging the bow of his
motorboat substantially to starboard.
Unnecessary sounding of whistles,
horns, bells or other sound-producing
devices is prohibited.

TYPE III (Flotation
Aid) Designed to keep
a conscious person in
vertical or slightly
backward position. 15½
pounds buoyancy. Less
turning ability than
Type II, designed for
water activities such
as skiing.

Maneuvering and Warning Signals
Overtaking on the
Starboard side (right)
1 short* blast
Overtaking on the
Portside (left)
2 short blasts
Backing up
3 short blasts
Danger
5 or more short blasts

TYPE IV (Throwable
Device) Designed to
be thrown to a person
in the water. 16½
pounds buoyancy.

*A short blast is approximately one second in duration.
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REQUIRED LIGHTING

AIDS TO NAVIGATION

• All vessels in use from sunset to sun-

Channel Buoys

rise shall display lights as specified.
No other lights may be used, except a
spotlight for difficult navigation.
• Every white light prescribed shall be
visible at a distance of at least two
miles. Every colored light prescribed
shall be visible at a distance of at least
one mile, showing green to starboard
and red to port and screened to show
from dead ahead to 22.5 degrees
rearward on the respective side.
• All sailboats, when mechanically
powered, shall display the lights
required for that class of mechanically powered boat.
• All motorboats and sailboats shall carry
a lantern or flashlight for emergencies.
• All vessels while at anchor shall display the 360 white light except while
anchored in a docking or anchorage
area.

Always pass between the green
and red channel buoys. Keep the
red buoys to the right while cruising
upstream. The reverse is necessary
going downstream.

Green

Red

UNIFORM
STATE WATERWAYS
MARKINGS
Orange and White
diamond shape with
cross means
“Boats Keep Out”

Orange and White
diamond shape warns of
“Danger”

Orange and White
circle marks controlled
area (as indicated
within circle)

The operator of every vessel involved
in a boating accident is required to file
a written report whenever a boating
accident results in loss of life, disappearance of a person, loss of consciousness, medical treatment, or disability for more than 24 hours, or property damage in excess of $500.
Reports in death, disappearance, and
injury cases must be made within 48
hours; reports of other cases are
required within five days. Reports shall
be submitted to the Nebraska Game
and Parks Commission, Box 30370,
Lincoln, NE 68503.
The owner (not the operator) of a vessel shall be liable for any injury or damage caused by negligent operation of any
powered vessel. The owner shall not be
liable if the vessel is being used without
the consent of the owner unless the operator is a member of his immediate family.

POLLUTION
Every vessel operating on Nebraska
waters that has an installed toilet must
have an operable U.S. Coast Guard-certified marine sanitation device (MSD)
Type I, II or III. The device's "Y" valve
must be secured in the closed position
by the use of a padlock, heavy tape,
non-releasable wire-tie or the removal of
the valve handle so the valve can't be
used either accidentally or intentionally
without the owner/operator’s knowledge.
No wastes or container of such wastes
shall be placed, left, or discharged into
or near any waters of this state.

• Lake Babcock, Platte County, closed

to all vessels during the open waterfowl season

OPEN WATERS
The following lakes are open to all
boats subject to the listed restrictions.
In all cases it shall be unlawful for
any operator to exceed the speed posted or charted in any specific zone or
area. Under all other circumstances,
speed must be reasonable and proper
in consideration of the conditions prevailing at the time and place.
Speeds in excess of 5 mph are illegal at all times in or within 30 yards
of any vessel, harbor, marina, landing pier, fishing pier, anchorage, or
bathing beach.
All U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Waterfowl Production Areas are now
included in OPEN WATERS with 5
mph - No Wake. Airboats are not
allowed.

NOTICE

Orange and White
square or
rectangle gives
information,
names, distances,
permitted activities.

REPORTING ACCIDENTS
It shall be the duty of the operator of
a vessel involved in an accident, collision, or other casualty to give his name,
address, and identification of his vessel
in writing to any person injured and to
the owner of any property damaged.
10

It is unlawful to operate a motorboat
from October 15 through January 15 of
each year on the following state wildlife
refuges.
• Garden County Refuge, North Platte
River
• Lincoln County Refuge, North Platte
River
• Dodge-Saunders Counties Refuge,
Platte River
• Boyd-Holt Counties Refuge, Niobrara
River
11

The remainder of the water surface of
Branched Oak Reservoir, except as
otherwise designated, shall be open
to motorboats operated at speeds in
excess of 5 mph, provided such operation is consistent with Nebraska
boating laws and regulations:
• BRIDGEPORT SRA: (Bridgeport,
Morrill Co.) The 52-acre lake commonly known as Center Lake is open to
motorboat traffic traveling in a counter-clockwise direction. Speed in
excess of 5 mph is prohibited and the
speed of all vessels must be reduced
so the wash and wake will cause no
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage
to persons, vessels or property within
the large bay on the southwest end of
the lake. The remaining four smaller
lakes are restricted to nonpowered
vessels and those powered with conventional electric outboard motors only.
• BUCKSKIN HILLS WMA: (2 mi. W & 2
mi. S of Newcastle, Dixon Co.) Speed
in excess of 5 mph is prohibited.
Speed of all vessels must be reduced
so the wash and wake will cause no
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage
to persons, vessels or property.
• BUFFLEHEAD WMA: (15 acres)
(Kearney I-80 Interchange, 1 mi. N to
11th St., 3 mi. E, 1 mi. S, ½ mi. E,
Buffalo County) 5 mph/no wake (new
boat ramp).
• BURCHARD LAKE: (3 mi. E of
Burchard, Pawnee Co.) Motorboats
may only be used for fishing and the
lake is closed to all boating during
waterfowl season. Speed in excess of
5 mph is prohibited. Speed of all vessels must be reduced so the wash
and wake will cause no discomfort,
hazard, injury or damage to persons,
vessels or property.
• CALAMUS RESERVOIR: (8 mi. NW
of Burwell, Garfield and Loup Co.s)
Speed in excess of 5 mph is prohibited and speed of all vessels must be
reduced so wash and wake will cause
no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, vessels or property
within the following areas:

• BASSWAY STRIP WMA:

(1/4 mi. S
of I-80 exit 279 on Hwy. 10, left on
county road back tracking toward I80, Buffalo Co.) 5 mph/no wake.
• BEAVER LAKE: (1 mi. S of Valentine
Refuge, Cherry Co.)
• BIG ALKALI LAKE: (20 mi. S of
Valentine, Cherry Co.)
• BLUE HOLE WMA: 24 acres (West
Lake, Elm Creek I-80 Interchange,
Buffalo Co.).
• BLUESTEM LAKE: (2½ mi. W of
Sprague, Lancaster Co.) Speed in
excess of 5 mph is prohibited and
speed of all vessels must be reduced
so that wash and wake will cause no
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage
to persons, vessels, or property within the area marked by buoys located
in the southwest bay, which includes
Day Use Areas 1, 2 and 3 and the
secondary launching and docking
area located at Day Use Area 5.
• BOX BUTTE RESERVOIR: (10 mi. N of
Hemingford, county road, Dawes Co.)
• BRANCHED OAK LAKE: (3 mi. N of
Malcolm, Lancaster Co.) Within the
following areas on Branched Oak
Lake: speed in excess of 5 mph is
prohibited and speed of all vessels
must be reduced so wash and wake
will cause no discomfort, hazard,
injury or damage to nearby persons,
vessels or property.
Dam Zone: An area paralleling the
shoreline of the dam extending 400
feet lakeward to the points of intersection with shore-line zones.
Bay Areas: That portion of the bay
on which the main boat launching
area is situation, as marked by buoys.
Marina Bay: The entire bay. Upper
End, North Branch: All that portion of
the reservoir situated above Day Use
Area 10 as marked by buoys. North
Beach Bay: The entire bay, except the
confines of the designated swimming
beach area situated between Day
Use Areas 10 and 11.
Shoreline Zone: All areas extending
30 yards lakeward from the waterline.
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That portion of the upper end of the
reservoir west of the buoy line west of
the Nunda Shoal Public Use Area.
The public launching and docking
site at the Buckshot Bay Public Use
Area, Homestead Knolls Public Use
Area and the Nunda Shoal Public
Use Area.
• CALIFORNIA BEND STATE
WILDLIFE REFUGE (IOWA) :
(Missouri River Mile Marker 649.5 to
651, Washington Co.) Speed in
excess of 5 mph is prohibited. Speed
of all vessels must be reduced so the
wash and wake will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to
persons, vessels or property.
• CHALKROCK LAKE WMA: 40 acres
(5 mi. N, 1½ mi. E of Hwy. 81 and 12
Jct., Cedar County) - 5 mph/no wake.
• CLEAR LAKE: 194 acres (8 mi. W,
19 mi. S of Ainsworth, Brown Co.) - 5
mph/no wake).
CONESTOGA
LAKE: (3 mi. S & 1 mi.
•
W of Emerald, Lancaster Co.) Speed
in excess of 5 mph is prohibited and
speed of all vessels must be reduced
so wash and wake will cause no discomfort hazard, injury or damage to
persons, vessels or property within the
following areas as marked by buoys.
Dam Zone: From the north shore buoy
line paralleling the shoreline of the dam
extending 150 feet lakeward south to
the concrete overflow structure.

Main Activity: The public launching
and docking site, both bays east and
west of the boat launch ramp.
Upper End: All water located above
SW 100th St.
• COOT SHALLOWS WMA: 16 acres
(Odessa I-80 Interchange, ¾ mi. N,
1¾ mi. W, Buffalo County) - 5 mph/no
wake (new boat ramp).
• COTTONMILL LAKE: 43 acres (2 mi.
W, ½ mi. N of Kearney, Buffalo Co.) 5 mph/no wake (new boat ramp).
• COTTONWOOD LAKE: (1 mi. SE of
Merriman, Cherry Co.)
• COTTONWOOD STEVERSON WMA:
680 acres (29 mi. N, 2 E of Hyannis,
Cherry Co.) - 5 mph/no wake (new
area).
• COZAD WMA: 18 acres (Cozad I-80
Interchange, SE Quadrant, Dawson
Co.) - 5 mph/no wake (new boat ramp).
• DESOTO NATIONAL WILDLIFE
REFUGE LAKE: (5 mi. SE of Blair,
Washington Co.) Speed in excess of
5 mph is prohibited. Speed of all vessels must be reduced so the wash
and wake will cause no discomfort,
hazard, injury or damage to persons,
vessels or property.
• DOGWOOD WMA: - 2 lakes - 5
acres and 7 acres (Lexington I-80
Interchange, 5½ mi. E, 2½ mi. S over
overpass, ¼ mi E, Dawson Co.) - 5
mph/no wake (new boat ramp).
13

• ENDERS RESERVOIR: (8 mi. SE of

Planning an

Imperial, Chase Co.) Posted area
closed to all boating during any
waterfowl hunting seasons.
• FREMONT LAKES SRA: (3 mi. W of
Fremont, Dodge Co.)
Lake #10 and Lake #15 (Victory Lake)
It is unlawful to operate non-powered
vessels and those powered by conventional outboard electric motors on
these waters, and all motorboat traffic
here must travel in a counter-clockwise direction.
It is also unlawful to operate a motorboat here while pulling more than two
individuals on water skis, surfboards
or similar devices at the same time.
Lake #16:
Speed in excess of 5 mph is prohibited. Speed of all vessels must be
reduced so the wash and wake will
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury
or damage to persons, vessels, or
property.
FRYE
LAKE WMA: (1 mi. N, ½ mi. E
•
of Hyannis, Grant Co.) Speed in
excess of 5 mph is prohibited. Speed
of all vessels must be reduced so the
wash and wake will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, vessels, or property.
• GALLAGHER CANYON RESERVOIR: (9 mi. S of Cozad, Dawson
Co.) Speed in excess of 5 mph is prohibited. Speed of all vessels must be
reduced so the wash and wake will
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury
or damage to persons, vessels, or
property.
• GOOSE LAKE: (25 mi. S of O’Neill,
Holt Co.)
• GRAND ISLAND EAGLE SCOUT
LAKE: 43 acres (1 mi. N of Grand
Island, Hall Co.) - 5 mph/no wake.
• GROVE LAKE: (2 mi. N of Royal,
Antelope Co.) Motorboats may be
used only for fishing. Speed in excess
of 5 mph hour is prohibited. Speed of
all vessels must be reduced so the
wash and wake will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury/damage to persons, vessels, or property.

outdoor

adventure?
Find the answers to all of your
fishing, hunting, wildlife, parks and
outdoor recreation questions on the
Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission’s web site
at:
www.outdoornebraska.org
or call us at (402) 471-0641

Hunting and Fishing Permits
also available online

Looking for that
extra-special gift?
Check the new NEBRASKAland
Gift Collection – a catalog of allNebraska items for those who
enjoy the outdoors. For your free
copy, call 1-800-632-5263 or email lhain@ngpc.state.ne.us, or
write to Gift Collection, Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission, PO
Box 30370, Lincoln, NE 68503.

• EAST GOTHENBURG WMA:

15
acres (Gothenburg I-80 Interchange,
½ mi. S, ½ mi. E, 3½ mi. NE and E,
Dawson Co.) - 5 mph/no wake (new
boat ramp).
• ELWOOD RESERVOIR: (5 mi. N of
Elwood, Gosper Co.) speed. in
excess of 5 mph is prohibited. Speed
of all vessels must be reduced so the
wash and wake will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, vessels, or property.
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hazard, injury or damage to persons,
vessels or property within the following areas: Mahaffey Bay between the
north point and the dry bay in the
northwest corner of said reservoir
and also Mallard Bay located on the
southwest side of said reservoir. Inlet
areas as marked by buoys are closed
to boating.
• KEARNEY WMA: (Kea Lake) - 20
acres (Kearney I-80 Interchange, SW
Quadrant, Buffalo Co.) - 5 mph/no
wake (new boat ramp).
• KIRKMANS COVE LAKE: (2 mi. W
and 1 mi. N of Humboldt,Richardson
Co.) Speed in excess of five miles per
hour is prohibited and speed of all
vessels must be reduced so the wash
and wake will cause no discomfort,
hazard, injury or damage to person,
vessels, or property.
• LAKE BABCOCK: (1 mi. west and 1
mi. north of Columbus, Platte Co.)
Speed in excess of 5 mph is prohibited.
Speed of all vessels must be reduced
so the wash and wake will cause no
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage
to persons, vessels or property. Closed
during waterfowl season.
• LAKE ERICSON: (Ericson, Wheeler
Co.) Speed in excess of 5 mph is prohibited. Speed of all vessels must be
reduced so the wash and wake will
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or
damage to persons, vessels or property.

• HAMBURG BEND:

(Missouri River
mile marker 554-555; 1 mi. S, 4 mi. E,
½ mi. S and ½ E of Nebraska City,
Otoe Co. ) Speed in excess of 5 mph is
prohibited. Speed of all vessels must
be reduced so the wash and wake will
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or
damage to person, vessels or property.
• HARLAN COUNTY RESERVOIR:
(Alma, Harlan Co.) Speed in excess
of 5 mph is prohibited and speed of
all vessels must be reduced so the
wash and wake will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, vessels or property within the
areas marked by buoys on the following bays: Gremlin, Hunter Cove,
Patterson and Methodist Creek.
There shall be no vessels within 30
yards of the swimming beaches located at Cedar Point and Gremcin Park
and the dam spillway in accordance
with posted signs and buoys.
• HOLDREGE NORTH PARK LAKE:
10 acres (N edge of Holdrege, Phelps
Co.) - 5 mph/no wake.
• HOME VALLEY LAKE WMA: 235 acres
(34 mi. S, 3 mi. E of Merriman, Cherry
Co.) - 5 mph/no wake (new area).
• IRON HORSE TRAIL LAKE: (2.5 mi.
W and ½ N of DuBois, Pawnee Co.)
Speed in excess of 5 mph is prohibited and speed of all vessels must be
reduced so the wash and wake will
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury
or damage to person, vessels or
property.
• JEFFREY CANYON RESERVOIR:
1,100 acres (3 mi. S, 1 mi. W, ½ mi. S
of Brady, Lincoln Co.) - Speed in
excess of 5 mph/no wake is prohibited and speed of all vessels must be
reduced so the wash and wake will
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury
or damage to persons, vessels or
property within the bay at the public
boat ramp area and 50 yards W of the
boat ramp.
• JOHNSON LAKE: (7 mi. SW of
Lexington, Gosper Co.) Speed of all
vessels must be reduced so the wash
and wake will cause no discomfort,
15

• LAKE HASTINGS: (Hastings, Adams

• LAKE NORTH: (Platte Co.) Speed in

County) All watercraft shall be operated in a counter-clockwise direction.
The maximum speed of any watercraft shall be 35 mph. It is unlawful to
operate a watercraft within areas
marked by buoys or signs as bathing,
swimming, or other restricted area.
Boat operators must be 16 years of
age. Proof of boater safety education
required for all boat operators
(Hastings city ordinance).
• LAKE MCCONAUGHY: (8 mi. N of
Ogallala, Keith Co.) Speed in excess of
5 mph is prohibited within the bouyed
areas. All boats prohibited within 200
feet of the outlet and morning glory
structure at Kingsley Dam.
• LAKE MINATARE: (4 mi. N & 8 mi. E
of Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co.) Speed
in excess of 5 mph is prohibited and
speed of all vessels must be reduced
so the wash and wake will cause no
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage
to persons, vessels or property within
the areas marked by buoys at the following areas, marked by buoys:
Dock area adjacent to H. Heimbuck
and S.C.S. private trailer development situated on the northeast side
of the reservoir.
North Cove Inlet Bay
North Platte Valley Boat Club Dock
Area
Public Dock Site situated adjacent
to old trailer park at east side of the
point area.
West Wind Inlet Bay

excess of 5 mph is prohibited and
speed of all vessels must be reduced
so the wash and wake will cause no
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage
to persons, vessels, or property within
the 50-foot areas marked off with posts
and buoys on the east and west sides.
A marked area along the north and
south shores shall be used for ski
landing and takeoff only. This area will
extend from sixty feet west of the west
boat dock to within 50 feet of the west
shore; and all along the south shore.
All boats shall travel in a
counter-clockwise direction.
Inflatable devices are prohibited
outside of the 50-foot areas marked
off with posts and buoys on the east
and west sides of Lake North.
Ski take-offs or landings prohibited
on east and west shore inside buoys.
• LAKE OGALLALA: (9 mi. N of
Ogallala, Keith Co.) Speed in excess
of 5 mph is prohibited. Speed of all
vessels must be reduced so the wash
and wake will cause no discomfort,
hazard, injury or damage to persons,
vessels, or property The use of all
boat anchors in the north and south
basins of Lake Ogallala is prohibited
except in the Keystone Basin.
• LEWIS AND CLARK SRA: (Gavins
Point Dam, 15 mi. N & E of Crofton,
Cedar & Knox Co.s) Speed in excess
of 5 mph is prohibited and speed of
all vessels must be reduced so the
wash and wake will cause no discom-

NONGAME CHECK-OFF PROGRAM
Each year Nebraskans have an
opportunity to donate a portion of the
Nebraska income tax return to assist
in the conservation and preservation
of nongame animals and the habitats
that support them. Just check the
box and enter an amount on the
Nebraska Income Tax Return.
Because money generated through

sales of hunting permits and habitat
stamps can be used only for game
animals and habitat improvement,
the Nongame Check-off
Program is an
important tool in
preserving our
state’s nongame
wildlife species.
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VISIT OUR HOMEPAGE
Check out the latest boater education and other information on the Nebraska
Game and Parks Commissions Web site at:

http://www.outdoornebraska.org

Bay adjacent to Lots 88 and 89 and the
Mill Island Boat Club Bay. Boats are not
permitted within the restricted areas at
the following locations:
The inlet area
The outlet area
The swimming area adjacent to the
main recreation area
The swimming area adjacent to the
J.C. Recreation Area
The swimming area adjacent to the
area of South Beach
• MASKENTHINE LAKE: (1½ N of
Stanton, Stanton Co.) Speed in
excess of 5 mph is prohibited. Speed
of all vessels must be reduced so the
wash and wake will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, vessels or property.
• MEDICINE CREEK RESERVOIR:
(Harry Strunk, 2 mi. W, 7 N of
Cambridge, Frontier Co.) Speed in
excess of 5 mph is prohibited and
speed of all vessels must be reduced
so the wash and wake will cause no
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage
to persons, vessels or property within
Concession Area Bay.
MERRITT
RESERVOIR: (25 mi. SW of
•
Valentine, Cherry Co.) Within the buoys
marking the following areas, no person
or persons shall operate or manipulate
water skis, surfboards or similar
devices and the speed of all vessels
must be reduced so the wash and
wake will cause no discomfort, hazard,
injury or damage to persons, vessels or
property in the Boardman Creek Area,
Powderhorn Arm Area, and the Snake
Arm Area. Motorboat travel through the
island channel in the Powderhorn arm
shall be one-way from north to south.

fort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, vessels or property in that portion of the spillway and tailrace of
Gavins Point designated as the
“Tailwaters Area.”
That portion of the Tailrace at
Gavins Point Dam Powerhouse
from the draft tube deck of the powerhouse downstream to the barrier
cable (a distance of 320 feet) is
closed to all boating.
Spillway Area. That portion of the
spillway discharge channel from the
spillway structure downstream, a distance of 450 feet, is closed to all boating while the area is buoyed off.
Intake and Outlet Works. Those
areas upstream and downstream of
Gavins Point Powerhouse draft tube
intakes and outlets which are marked
as hazardous areas by buoys, signs,
or both, are closed to all boating.
• Liberty Cove Reservoir: 36 acres (2
mi. S, 2½ mi. W of Lawrence,
Webster Co.) - 5 mph/no wake.
• LONG LAKE: (20 mi. SW of
Johnstown, Brown Co.) Motorboats
may be used only for fishing. Speed
in excess of 5 mph is prohibited and
speed of all vessels must be reduced
so the wash and wake will cause no
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage
to persons, vessels, or property
• MALONEY RESERVOIR: (6 mi. S of
North Platte, Lincoln Co.) Speed in
excess of 5 mph is prohibited and
speed of all vessels must be reduced
so the wash and wake will cause no
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to
persons, vessels, or property within the
following areas: Mills Lagoon, the small
bay area in South Bay which is adjacent
to Lots 245 through 250, the Southwest
17

• MIDWAY LAKE: (5 mi. SW of Cozad,

Boat Smart
From the Start!
Wear a Life Jacket!

Dawson Co.)
• OLIVE CREEK LAKE: (1½ mi. E, 1¾
mi. S of Kramer, Lancaster Co.) Speed
in excess of 5 mph is prohibited and
speed of all vessels must be reduced
so the wash and wake will cause no
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage
to persons, vessels, or property.
• OLIVER RESERVOIR: (12 mi. W of
Kimball, Kimball Co.)
• PAWNEE LAKE: (2 mi. N, 1½ mi. W of
Emerald, Lancaster Co.) Speed in
excess of 5 mph is prohibited and
speed of all vessels must be reduced
so the wash and wake will cause no
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to
persons, vessels, or property within the
following areas as marked by buoys.
Dam Zone: An area paralleling the
shoreline of the dam extending 200
feet lakeward.
Northeast Activity Area Bay: The
entire bay within the breakwater
structure.
Upper End: All that portion of the
upper end of the reservoir, including
Lakeview Campground Bay.
South Activity Area: The public
launching and docking site at the
South Activity Area.
• PHILLIPS CANYON RESERVOIR:
142 acres (8 mi. S, 1 mi. E of
Lexington, Gosper Co.)
• PIBEL SRA: (9 mi. S 1 mi. E of
Bartlett, Wheeler Co.)- 5 mph/no wake.
• PLUM CREEK RESERVOIR: 252
acres (8 mi. S, 3½ mi. E of Cozad,
Dawson Co.)
• POWDER CREEK RESERVOIR: 107
acres (2 mi. E, 4 mi. S of Newcastle,
Dawson Co.)- 5 mph/no wake.
• PRAIRIE LAKE: 65 acres - (1½ mi.
E, 4½ mi. S, junction of Hwy. 6 & 34,
Juniata corner) - 5 mph/no wake.
• PUBLIC POWER AND IRRIGATION
CANALS: Speed in excess of 5 mph
is prohibited; speed of all vessels must
be reduced so wash and wake will
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or

damage to persons, vessels or property on all public power and irrigation
canals unless otherwise posted.
• RAT LAKE: (Cherry Co.) Motorboats
may be used only for fishing. Speed
in excess of 5 mph is prohibited and
speed of all vessels must be reduced
so the wash and wake will cause no
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage
to persons, vessels or property.
• RED FOX WMA: 22 acres (1 mi. S of
Pilger, Stanton Co.)- 5 mph/no wake.
• RED WILLOW RESERVOIR: (Hugh
Butler, 8 mi. N of McCook, Red Willow
& Frontier Co.s) Speed in excess of 5
mph is prohibited and speed of all
vessels must be reduced so the wash
and wake will cause no discomfort,
hazard, injury or damage to persons,
vessels or property within the following bays: South Boat Ramp Bay,
Concession Bay, Swim Beach Bay.
• ROCKFORD LAKE: (7 mi. E, 2 mi. S
of Beatrice, Gage Co.)
• ROSELAND LAKE : 66 acres (4½
mi. W, 1½ mi. S, junction of Hwys. 6 &
34, Juniata corner) - 5 mph/no wake.
• SANDY CHANNEL SRA: (1 ½ mi. S of
Elm Creek Interchange of I-80, Buffalo
& Phelps Co.s)- 5 mph/no wake
• SHELL LAKE: (Cherry Co.) Speed in
excess of 5 mph is prohibited and
speed of all vessels must be reduced
so the wash and wake will cause no
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage
to persons, vessels or property.
• SHERMAN RESERVOIR: (4 mi. E of
Loup City, Sherman Co.)
• SMITH LAKE: (23 mi. S of Rushville,
Sheridan Co.) Motorboats allowed
only for fishing. Speed is limited to 5
mph and speed of all vessels must be
reduced so wash and wake will cause
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no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, vessels or property.
• SOUTH PINE WMA: - 80 acres (11
mi. S, 2 mi. W of Long Pine, Brown
Co.) - 5 mph/no wake.
• SPALDING LAKE: (Spalding in
Greeley Co.) Speed in excess of 5
mph is prohibited and speed of all
vessels must be reduced so the wash
and wake will cause no discomfort,
hazard, injury or damage to persons,
vessels or property.
• STAGECOACH LAKE: (1½ mi. S, ½
W of Hickman, Lancaster Co.) Speed
in excess of 5 mph is prohibited and
speed of all vessels must be reduced
so the wash and wake will cause no
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage
to persons, vessels or property.
• SUMMIT LAKE: (2½ mi. W of
Tekamah, Burt Co.) Speed in excess
of 5 mph is prohibited and speed of
all vessels must be reduced so the
wash and wake will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, vessels or property.
• SUTHERLAND RESERVOIR: (6 mi.
SW of Sutherland, Lincoln Co.) All
boating is prohibited within signed or
buoyed areas in canal inlet and outlet, pump house inlet bay, cooling

pond and cooling pond outlet. Speed
in excess of 5 mph is prohibited and
speed of all vessels must be reduced
so the wash and wake will cause no
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage
to persons, vessels or property within
the following areas: Hershey Beach,
that portion of water approximately
30 yards west of the boat ramp and
30 yards north then east southeast to
the east shore line; West Boat Ramp,
that portion of water located within
this bay to 50 yards east of the ramp
and the bay area west and south of
the boat ramp.
• SWAN LAKE: (28 mi. S of Atkinson,
Holt Co.) Speed in excess of 5 mph is
prohibited. Speed of all vessels must
be reduced so the wash and wake
will cause no discomfort, hazard,
injury or damage to person(s), vessel(s), or property.
• SWANSON RESERVOIR: (3 mi. W of
Trenton, Hitchcock Co.) Speed in
excess of 5 mph is prohibited and speed
of all vessels must be reduced so the
wash and wake will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, vessels or property within the following bays: Macklin and Spring Creek.
• TWIN LAKES: (16 mi. S, 2½ E, 2 mi.
S of Bassett in Rock Co.) Speed in
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• WIRTH BROTHERS LAKE: 36 acres

excess of 5 mph is prohibited. Speed
of all vessels must be reduced so the
wash and wake will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, vessels, or property.
• TWIN LAKES WMA: (3 mi. N & 5 mi.
E of Milford, Seward Co.) closed to
sailboats at all times and all forms of
boating from October 15 to December
31. Speed in excess of 5 mph is prohibited. Speed of all vessels must be
reduced so the wash and wake will
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury
or damage to persons, vessels, or
property.
• WAGON TRAIN LAKE: (2 mi. E of
Hickman, Lancaster Co.) Speed in
excess of 5 mph is prohibited and
speed of all vessels must be reduced
so the wash and wake will cause no
discomfort hazard, injury or damage
to persons, vessels or property.
• WALGREN SRA: (2 ½ mi. E, 2 ½ S of
Hays Springs, Sheridan Co.) Speed
in excess of 5 mph is prohibited and
speed of all vessels must be reduced
so the wash and wake will cause no
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage
to persons, vessels, or property.
• WALNUT CREEK RESERVOIR:
(Papio 21) - 103 acres (2 mi. S, 3 mi. E
of Papillion, Sarpy Co.) - 5 mph/no wake.
• WILDWOOD WMA LAKE: (1 mi. N, 1
mi. W of Agnew, Lancaster Co.) - 5
mph/no wake.
• WILLOW CREEK RESERVOIR: (1
mi. W, 1 mi. S Pierce, Pierce Co.) All
power boating traffic shall travel in a
counter-clockwise direction. It shall
be unlawful to operate a powerboat
while pulling more than two persons
on water skis, surfboards or similar
devices at the same time.
• WILLOW LAKE B.C. WMA: (17 mi.
S, 11½ mi. W of Ainsworth, Brown
Co.) Speed in excess of 5 mph is prohibited and speed of all vessels must
be reduced so the wash and wake
will cause no discomfort, hazard,
injury or damage to persons, vessels,
or property.

(1 mi. W, 3 mi. S, 1 mi. W of Cook,
Johnson Co.) - 5 mph/no wake (new
area current NRD regulations).
• YANKEE HILL WMA LAKE: (2½ mi.
E, 1 mi. S of Denton, Lancaster Co.) 5 mph/no wake.

RESTRICTED
OPEN WATERS
The following waters are open to
non-powered vessels and those powered with conventional outboard electric motors only, except as posted and
excepting Commission management
and law enforcement activities.
• ALEXANDRIA SRA: (4 mi. E of
Alexandria, Jefferson Co.)
• ANSLEY CITY LAKE: 4 acres (W
edge of Ansley, Custer Co.)
• ARNOLD SRA: (S edge of Arnold,
Custer Co.)
• ARROWHEAD WMA: (4 mi. W &4 mi.
N of Odell, Gage Co.)
• ATKINSON SRA: (1 mi. W of
Atkinson, Holt Co.)
• BIRDWOOD WMA: 20 acres (North
Platte I-80 Interchange ½ mi. S, 3½
mi. W, 1 mi. N, NW across overpass,
Lincoln Co.).
• BLUE HOLE WMA: 37 acres (East
Lake, Elm Creek I-80 Interchange,
Buffalo Co.).
• BOWMAN SRA: (½ mi. W of Loup
City, Sherman Co.)
• BRADY INTERCHANGE WMA: 25
acres (Brady I-80 Interchange, SE
Quadrant, Lincoln Co.)
• CARTER P JOHNSON LAKE: Fort
Robinson State Park (3 mi. W of
Crawford, Sioux Co.)
• CHAMPION SRA: (1 ½ mi. W of
Champion, Chase Co.)
• CHEYENNE SRA: (Wood River
Interchange of I-80, Hall Co.)
• CORNHUSKER WMA: ½ acre (4 m.
W of Grand Island, Hall Co.)
COTTONWOOD
or LAKE YANKTON:
•
(Below Gavins Point Dam, Knox Co.)
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• CRESCENT LAKE: (National Wildlife

• INTERSTATE

HIGHWAY 80 LAKES:
formed as a result of construction which
are publicly owned and controlled.
• KEA WEST WMA: 7 acres (Kearney
I-80 Interchange, 1 mi. N to 11th St.,
1¼ mi. W, 1 mi. S to overpass
approach, Buffalo Co.)
• KILLDEER WMA: (2 ½ mi. N of
Martell, Lancaster Co.)
• KISSINGER WMA: 470 acres (adjacent to the town of Fairfield) 5 mph/no
wake.
• L. E. RAY LAKE: 30 acres (N of
Husker Hwy. and E of Blaine in Grand
Island, Hall Co.)
• LOUISVILLE SRA: (½ mi. NW of
Louisville, Cass Co.)
• MEMPHIS SRA: (N edge of
Memphis, Saunders Co.)
• MORMON ISLAND SRA: (NE
Quadrant Grand Island Interchange
and U.S. #281, Hall Co.)
• NORTH LOUP SRA: 7 acres (3 mi. N
of St. Paul, Howard Co.)
• PINTAIL WMA: 269 acres (2½ mi. S,
2 mi. E of Aurora, Hamilton Co.) - 5
mph/no wake.
• PRESSEY WMA: 2½ acres (3 mi. N,
3 mi. W of Oconto, Custer Co.)
• RAVENNA SRA: (1 mi. SE of
Ravenna, Buffalo Co.)

Refuge Lake, Garden Co.) Sport fishing only. Subject to posting as to
where boats may be used.
• CRYSTAL LAKE SRA: (1 ½ mi. N of
Ayr, Adams Co.)
• CUB CREEK LAKE: 27 acres (8½
mi. W of Springview, Keya Paha Co.)
• DARR WMA: 13 acres (Darr I-80
Interchange, NW Quadrant, Dawson
Co.)
• DEAD TIMBER SRA: (5 mi. N & 1 ½
mi. E of Scribner, Dodge Co.)
• DIAMOND LAKE WMA: (3 mi. W of
Odell, Gage Co.)
• EAST HERSHEY WMA: 20 acres
(North Platte I-80 Interchange, ½ mi.
S, 7¾ mi. W, 1½ mi. N, NE across
overpass, Lincoln Co.)
• EAST ODESSA WMA: 7 acres
(Odessa I-80 Interchange, 4 mi.
East on South side, Buffalo Co.)
EAST
SUTHERLAND WMA: 27 acres
•
(Hershey I-80 Interchange ¼ mi. S, 3
mi. W, ½ mi. N, NE across overpass,
Lincoln Co.)
• FARWELL SOUTH RESERVOIR: 40
acres (4 mi. W, 4 mi. S, ½ mi. E of
Farwell, Howard Co.)
• FORT KEARNY SRA: (¾ mi. E & 1
mi. N of Ft. Kearny, Kearney. Co.)
FREMONT
SLOUGH WMA: 30 acres
•
(North Platte I-80 Interchange, 1½
mi. S, 4¾ mi. E, ¼ mi. N, right turn
across canal, ¼ mi. N under overpass, ¼ mi. E, Lincoln Co.)
FREMONT
SRA: 15 lakes/1 to 15
•
acres (Lakes 1, 2, 3, 3a, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,
11, 12, 13, 14, 17, and 19, Dodge Co)
• GRACIE CREEK TROUT POND: 2
acres (13 mi. NW of Burwell, Garfield
Co.)
• HAYES CENTER STATE WMA: (12
mi. NE of Hayes Center, Hayes Co.
• HEDGEFIELD WMA: (1 mi. E of
Holland, Lancaster Co.)
• HERSHEY WMA: 53 acres (Hershey
I-80 Interchange, SE Quadrant,
Lincoln Co.)

Take a boating safety class with “ Burt the Boat.”
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• ROCK CREEK SRA: (4 mi. N & 1 mi.

• WAR AXE SRA: (3 ½ mi. S of Shelton

W of Parks, Dundy Co.)
• SACRAMENTO - WILCOX WMA: 3
ponds - ½ to 1 acre (10 mi. E, 3 mi. S
of Holdrege, Phelps Co.)
• SWAN CREEK WMA: (7 mi. E of
Milligan, Saline Co.)
• TEAL WMA: (2 mi. S of Kramer,
Lancaster Co.)
UNION
PACIFIC SRA: (NE Quadrant
•
Odessa Interchange of I-80, Buffalo Co.)
• VALENTINE NATIONAL WILDLIFE
REFUGE LAKES: (Cherry Co.)
Subject to posting as to where boats
may be used. For sport fishing only.
• VERDON SRA: (½ mi. W of Verdon,
Richardson Co.)

- NE quadrant of I-80 Buffalo Co.)
• WEST BRADY WMA: 6 acres (Brady
I-80 Interchange, ¾ mi. N 3 mi. W
across overpass, Lincoln Co.)
• WEST COZAD WMA: 20 acres & 15
acres (Cozad I-80 Interchange, 1 mi.
N to Hwy. 30, 1¾ mi. W, ¾ mi. S
across overpass, ¼ mi. N and E,
Dawson Co.)
• WEST ELM CREEK WMA: 8½ acres
(Elm Creek I-80 Interchange, 5 mi. W,
Buffalo Co.)
• WEST GOTHENBURG WMA: 15
acres (Brady I-80 Interchange 3½ mi.
E on Hwy. 30, ¼ mi. S across tracks,
Lincoln Co.)

• WEST HERSHEY WMA:

• BOYER CHUTE WILDLIFE HABITAT

6 acres
(Hershey I-80 Interchange, ½ mi. W,
Lincoln Co.)
• WEST MAXWELL I-80 Interchange
WMA: 7 acres (¾ mi. N, ¾ mi. W, ¼
mi. S, Lincoln Co.
WEST
WOOD RIVER WMA: 15 acres
•
(Wood River I-80 Interchange, ½ mi.
S, 1 mi. W, N across overpass, ¼ mi.
W, Hall Co.)
• WILLOW ISLAND WMA LAKE: 24
acres (SW of Cozad at I-80 interchange, Dawson Co.)
• WILSON CREEK WMA: (1 mi. S, 1
mi. E & ½ mi. S of Otoe, Otoe Co.)
WINDMILL
SRA: 6 lakes - 1 to 8 acres
•
(2½ mi. S of Gibbon NE Quadrant of I80 Interchange, Buffalo Co.)
• WINTERS CREEK LAKE: (12 mi. NE
of Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co.)

RESTORATION AREA: - (Missouri
River Mile Marker 633.05 to 638.05,
Washington Co.).
• RANDALL W. SCHILLING WMA
LAKE: (Cass Co.)
• TWO RIVERS SRA: Lake #5
(Douglas Co.)
ALL
STATE FISH HATCHERY AREAS
•
UNLESS OTHERWISE AUTHORIZED
BY NEBRASKA GAME AND
PARKS COMMISSION.

NONPUBLIC LAKE
ASSOCIATIONS SPECIAL
RULES & REGULATIONS
Special regulations govern operation of
vessels, including water-skiing and other
related activities, on waters administered
by nonpublic lake associations. They
must be approved by the Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission, Attorney
General, Secretary of State and
Governor. These rules apply to the
bodies of water listed below. If you boat
on nonpublic waters, contact the local
lake association for rules and regulations that apply there. Lake rules and
regulations can be found at
www.outdoornebraska.org/boating.
• BEAVER LAKE: (Cass Co.) 6 mi. S
of Plattsmouth
• BUCKTAIL LAKE: (Merrick Co.) 14
mi. W of Osceola
• CAPITOL BEACH LAKE: (Lancaster
Co.) W edge of Lincoln
• GINGER WOODS: (Douglas Co.) 1½
mi. SW of Valley
• HANSON LAKE NO. 2: (Sarpy Co.) 4
mi. S, 1½ mi. W of Bellevue
• HANSON LAKE NO. 3: (Merrick Co.)
14 mi. W of Osceola
• HAWAIIAN VILLAGE: (Sarpy Co.) 6
mi. S of Papillion
• HERON POINT LAKE: (Sarpy Co.) 4
mi. S, 1½ mi. W of Bellevue
• LAKE OCONEE ESTATES: (Platte
Co.) 6 mi. W of Columbus

WATERS CLOSED
TO MOTORBOATS
Waters closed to all motor boating
except, for Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission employees engaged in
law enforcement and management
activities include the following:
• CHADRON STATE PARK: (9 mi. S of
Chadron, Dawes Co.)
• KELLER PARK SRA: (3 mi. W & 9
mi. N of Long Pine, Brown Co.)
• NIOBRARA STATE PARK: (1 mi. S &
½ mi. W of Niobrara, Knox Co.)
• TWO RIVERS: (1 mi. S & 1 mi. W of
Venice, Douglas Co.)
• VICTORIA SPRINGS: (7 mi. E of
Anselmo, Custer Co.)

WATERS CLOSED
TO ALL BOATS
Waters closed to all boats, except for
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
employees engaged in law enforcement
and management activities include the
following:
• BADER MEMORIAL LAKES: (7 pits 1-3 acres) - 2S Chapman, Merrick Co.)
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date and time, and expected time of
return, shall be preserved for at least six
months. Rental motorboats shall include
all equipment prescribed by law for that
class of boat. It shall be unlawful for any
motorboat livery to lease to anyone
under the age of 18 years.

• LAKE SOCORRO: (Colfax Co.) 1 mi.

S of Schuyler
• LEGGE’S LAKE: (Dodge Co.) 3 mi.
E, 1½ mi. S of North Bend
• LEISURE LAKE: (Dodge Co.) ½ mi.
W of Fremont
• MIDDLE ISLAND LAKE: (Cass Co.)
½ mi. W of South Bend
• MORNINGSTAR LAKE: (Merrick
Co.) 14 mi. W of Osceola
• NORTH LAKE: (Cass Co.) ½ mi. E of
South Bend
• PINE LAKE: (Lancaster Co.) 1 mi.
SE of Lincoln
• RIVERSIDE LAKES: (Douglas Co.) 1
mi. W of Elkhorn
• SACK’S LAKE: (York Co.) 3 mi. E, 1
mi. N of McCool Junction
• SUMMER HAVEN: (Dodge Co.) 2 mi.
W of Fremont
• SUNDANCE LAKE: (Merrick Co.) 14
mi. W of Osceola
• VENTURA LAKE: (Dodge Co.) 5 mi.
E of Fremont
• VILLA SPRINGS: (Sarpy Co.) 2 mi. S
of Springfield
• WA-CON-DA LAKE: (Cass Co.) 2
mi. N, 2 mi. E of Union
• WAGNER LAKE: (Platte Co.) in
Columbus
• WHITETAIL LAKE: (Platte Co.) ½
mi. S of Columbus
• WILLERS COVE: (Stanton Co.) 1½
mi. S of Pilger
• WILLOW BEND: (Hamilton Co.) 3 mi.
S of Central City
• WOLF LAKE: (Saunders Co.) 2 mi. E
of Morse Bluff
• WOODCLIFF LAKES: (Saunders
Co.) 5 mi. S, 1 mi. E of Fremont

REGATTAS AND RACES
Game and Parks Commission
authorization must be obtained for all
regattas, motorboat or other boat races,
marine parades, tournaments, or exhibitions on any waters of this state. The
person in charge of such event shall file
an application with the Commission at
least 30 days before the event for permission to hold such events. The application should indicate the date, time,
and location of the event.
For events to be held on navigable
waters, such as the Missouri River, it is
necessary to give at least 30 days
notice as the permission must be
cleared with the U.S. Coast Guard.
Motorboats competing in special
events may use cutouts during a period
not to exceed 48 hours immediately
preceding such regatta or race and a
period not to exceed 48 hours immediately following such event.
While racing, the motorboats do not
have to carry bells, whistles, or fire
extinguisher.

threat to agricultural, industrial and
municipal water delivery systems and
may even be a threat to our sport fisheries. This barnacle-like mussel is a
small black and white striped bivalve
mollusk which first appeared in this
country in 1988 and since has spread
throughout the Great Lakes and into
the Mississippi River Basin.
The main method of transfer is boats
carrying them from infested waters.
Please inspect your boat, motor and
trailer after each outing.
Dry out your boat
or power wash
before launching. If you think
you have found
a zebra mussel,
save it and contact your nearest Nebraska
Game and
Parks
Commission
office.

carelessness and inattention the leading
causes. Many injuries and thousands of
dollars of equipment damages, as well
as several lives, could be saved each
year if all boaters followed the rules and
adhered to good safety practices.
In an effort to promote safer boating
practices, the Game and Parks
Commission offers free study materials
to those wishing to take the Boater
Education exam. The exam will be
offered at all boating safety courses.
For study materials call 402-471-5462
or request online on our web site at
www.outdoornebraska.org/boating
Classes are scheduled throughout the
state periodically. Exams can be taken
at these classes by arrangement with
instructor. Class schedule found on our
web site.

ZEBRA MUSSEL ALERT
Your assistance in reporting zebra
mussel sightings is essential to help
prevent their spread to other lakes and
rivers. They are a multi-million dollar

BOATER EDUCATION
Boating is one of the fastest growing
water recreation
activities
in
America. Over
50 million people each year
go boating for
fun and relaxation using over
10 million boats.
Nebraska alone has
in excess of 75,000 powerboats. This
does not include nearly an equal number
of vessels that do not require registration
such as canoes, rowboats, sailboats and
inflatables. Unfortunately, boating accidents continue to take their toll, with

RENTALS
Owners of motorboats for rent shall
keep a record of the name and address
of persons renting vessels designated or
permitted by him to be propelled by any
mechanical device. The record, including boat identification number, departure
24
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Enjoy Boating More the Safe Way!
Take a Safe Boating Course from the
U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary or the
U. S. Power Squadron
Call 402-451-7083 or 402-734-1128 to leave name
and phone number or access
www.a08533.uscgaux.info or
www.usps.org
for information.

Get a Full Year’s
Worth of Outdoor
Recreation
Nebraska’s state parks and
recreation areas are open all year long – purchase
your park permit today and enjoy all the outdoor
activities that every season has to offer.

BOATERS
Protect Yourself from
this Silent Killer
Carbon monoxide can
collect within, alongside
or behind a boat in
minutes in a
variety of ways.
Printed on recycled paper with soy ink

To order call toll-free Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. CST
Under federal and/or state law, discrimination is prohibited on the basis of race, color, religion, age, gender, marital status,
national origin, disability or political affiliation. If you think you have been discriminated against in any program, activity or
facility or want more information, contact the Affirmative Action Officer, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, Lincoln,
NE, 402-471-0641; the Equal Opportunity Commission, Lincoln, NE, 402-471-2024, TTY / TDD 402-471-4693.

1-800-742-0056
www. outdoornebraska.org
NEBRASKA GAME AND PARKS COMMISSION
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It’s about seeing the world through his eyes.

It’s About Time.
Take me fishing.
FOR FISHING, BOATING, AND THE ENVIRONMENT

www.outdoornebraska.org
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

