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To the Governor and Board of Public Lands and Buildings of 
the State of Nebraska: 

Gentlemen-I have the honor to herewith submit to you the 
seventh biennial report of the Soldiers' and Sailors' Home, Mil-, 
ford, Nebraska. 

In  keeping with the terms of my commission I assumed the 
command of the home March 15, 1905, succeeding Commandant 
Charles Penn, who had conducted the &airs of the institution 
for four years preceding, who did all he could to acquaint us 
with our new duties. 

I found the buildings greatly in need of repairs. There was no 
protection from &el such as is needed in a five-story building. 
I proceeded a t  once to place a hose on every floor, attached to 
water pipes, with standpipe pressure, to be ready at any moment 
for use. I also found that there was no provision for water in 
the new hospital fit for culinary and drtnking purposes. I caused 
my engineer to put in an independent system of pipe, leading 
rrom the house tank (which is always supplied with pure water 
from the well) to the hospstal so that the best and purest water 
is furnished throughout both buildings. The new hospital had 
been constructed at a cost of about $20,000, but it was without 
a cupboard, closet, hook or anything of the kind; not a place to 
put a dish or package of any kind; it had never been used and 
I found many of the sick and feeble men anxious to get into 
the new quarters. It was completed so far as the contract was 
cwncerned about the 15th of December, 1904. I found that about 
the holidays of 1904, a fire had been put in the furnace and the 

I 
hot water heating plant tested, which proved satisfactory. That 
being the first real cold spell of the season, but, unfortunately, 
through the oversight or carelessness of some one, the fire in the 
furnace was allowed to go out; the water during the night froze 

t in the radiators, closet bowls, and water pipes, also in one section 
of the furnace, causing openings in all of these, and rendering 
them unfit for use. I reported these facts to the Board of PublEc 
Lands and Buildings, and they instructed me to make the neces- 
pary repairs. 

I sent to New Yorlc for a section of the furnace, replaced the 
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broken section of the pipes and radiators, put new closets in the 
place of the broken ones, cupboard shelves, flour and other 
chests, screens to windows and doors, and window curta5ns for 
the entire building; put rubber matting in the halls and stair- 
way; fitted up the dispensary wfth shelving, drawers, locker, etc., 
and moved the patients into their new quarters Bbout the middle 
of May 1905. We now have a clean and comfortable place for 
those in need of hospital care and treatment. The laundry build- 
ing needed new roof and floor and new stoves, and these were- 
provided. 

- The floors of the assembly room, halls and stairs of the main 
building were without covering. I secured a cork carpet f o ~  thie.:,,  
rwsembly room and lower halls, and matt5ng for upper halls, anu 
rubber for all the stairs. I changed the conditions in the base- 
ment of the building, provided new working tables for the kitch- 
en, and hardwood tables for the dining room in place of the old 
unsanitary pine ones, fitted up a new commissary roam, kalso- 
mined the halls and dining room walls, repapered the officers, 
dining room, placed corrugated iron sheathtng on the kitcher U,.:: 
ceiling, purchased a Large refrigerator for the keeping of butte] & 
and milk, fitted up the old coal room for vegetables, and placed 
the coal in a room adjoining the kitchen. These, with a number 
of other minor improvements, rendered the basement of the 
building much more accessible and convenient. Many of the 
rooms throughout the building have been papered, paktted and 
made cozy at the expense of the members whe occupy them, and 
others have been renovated and repaired mder my direction. 

I have placed two new closets in the building, and a lavatory 
with two bowls in one of them. On carefd inspect$on, I found 
that the mattresses on the beds were mostly worn out and unfit 
for use, and, by directibn of the Board of Public Lands and 
~uildings, I purchased eighty new hair mattresses, made to 
order and of institutional size, at a cost of $8.75 each. This I 
regarded as a judicious expenditure for the reason that the com- 
rades spend the most of their hours in bed, and need resfful 
couches on which to sleep. I have purchased six new double beds 
and mattresses complete for men with their wives-members of 
the home. 

I found the dam whSch had been constructed across Spring .. 
creek, for the purpose of furnishing water for fire and general ,- 
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PFPos% had been washed oa t  agd was of no good whatever. 
- I procaeded to dredge out the creek md rebuild the dam se that ' it is now seoare and aecomglishw the purpose of such a B ~ C -  

tme. Z have put in 1,600 feet of eemant ~idewallss, and have 
made drivewap about the grad of &aderg; laid sod, put out 
grapevines, Qress! and ornamental shpubs, E ~ ~ B P F J  and p l m  trees;, 
have run division fences so w p. preserve the p a d s  id good 
ord& for the use oI the mee m d  women of the home ; have pro- 
vided d o  se& under the vasions clamps of trew so that the 
members of the hahe -joy the shade of the mmt beantiful earn- 
pus in the &ate; added a c3e-t Boor to *-he bram, built a hay 
shed that w i l l  s h 4 e  hay enou* fa %he head of eattle and 
two homes that vq keep; o w  machinery is in good repair @nd 
pro@efly Bheltered 'for the whter;  had our &age repknted, 
~ d a s e d  a new SF of cwri8ge harness and paid far %he same 
unt af the cash h d  of the home; put in p new ~~U f ~ r  
pumping our -8; water, rst a corst of $100--it p ~ m p ~ l  Water 
h t u  the tmk for me 02 'the h ~ m e  and hospital. 

The debris lefi &om the building of t&e hospital was sea+ 
t e d  over a Zerge part of .the grounds,; th$s hasr dl be@ alewed 
away and a beautiful Iawn of blue pass and white clover is now 
in its plaae. 

The home grounds eon&& a288 gms; bounded pn the emf, by 
the Blue e m ,  dn the svuth by Spring creek md on ,the north 
by a ravine ; .%hefie are skirted by clumps of beautiiful wWte oak$ 
Sckory, walnut and a$h trees. The buildin@ me sitgated on 
the highest p a  of the grounds, &bout fU%y 'fe'et above $he Ievd 
r.f the river, &or&ng the best pmsible drainage. As a re~ulii~ 
&he &anifmy oomlitionlg are e~celhmt. Them has not been a caw 
of fever in the home d&g the .time I'have been itt charge, Onr 

, msn, though old, eomptaia v e q  1iWe of urinaqy. troublerrt or  
others incident to $hair age. The water is free fmm' Iime and 
other dallgesdus depo~its. 

%'be proper adminls~tration of dimiplhe in the home, oolngosed 
as it 28 of aged 'men wi-tb habits and prejutlices a£ year&. is dif6- 
eult. Justihe &must be teppered large17 with mercy; no two 
cages, though the offense m ~ y  be sirnil@, can be treated emetly 
alike. I t  requires a close &udy of human nature, and a bd l i -  
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ness of heart, to succeed so as not to abuse the authority that is 
placed 5n the hands of the administrator. I think I have suc- 
ceeded fairly well in gaining and retaining the respect and good 
will of the members of the home in the application of our rules. 

NEEDS OF THEl HOME. 

In  regards to the needs of the home for the coming biennium, 
I would respectfully make the following recommendations : 

There should be a building sufficient for office room and living 
and sleeping apartments for the officers of the institutton. This 
would relieve the main building and make room for twenty-five 
more men. Then there should be erected adjacent to the main 
building a number of livhg rooms to accommodate a t  least sixty 
people. A plan and estimated cost of this is hereto attached. 
These will be necessary to properly house those who will be 
coming to us within the next-few years. We are rece'iving ap- 
plications for membership almost every day, which we cannot 
approve for want of room. The plan contemplates that these 
could be built plain and comfortable, supplied with hot and cold 
water and electric lights from the home plant. 

The following sums should be appropriated for the mainte- 
nance of the home, officers' salaries and wages of employes. 

Biennium. 
Commandant - - - $900.00 $1,800.00 . . 
Physician. ....l 500.00 1,000.0~ 
kingineer - - 750.00 1,500.00 
Matron 500.00 1,000.00 
Employes- 
Bookkeeper ; .-. $600.00 $1,200.00 
Hospital steward --- .................................... . 480.00 960.00 
Assistant steward - - .....-.. - --..,ll._......... 300.00 600.00 
Laundryman 360.00 720.00 
Laundrywoman 240.00 480.00 
Head cook -- 720.00 1,440.00 
Two assistantsu - -  600.00 1,200.00 
Four table waiters - ....,......--...... _,.- -.------...----...- 720.00 1,440.00 
One fireman 150.00 300.00 
One assistant (hospital) ............. , ...................................... ' 120.00 240.00 
One teamster ................................ - .................................... 264.00 528.00 
One commissary sergeant ......-------------.-- 180.00 360.00 
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MAINTENANCE. 

Including food and clothing, beds and bedding, stock, 
feed and farm, fuel and light, electr5c sup- 
plies, drugs and medicines, telephone and 
telegraph, express and postage, burial ex- 
penses printing and stationery, library ....... ~ .... $39,150.00 

Generalrepairs 3,125.00 

PLANS AND ESTIMATED COST OF FLATS. 

The plan contemplates a one-story frame flat, 113 feet long and 
22 feet wide, lathed and plastered, containing eight rooms, each 
12x22 feet, 12 feet studding with 9 feet ceiling, two windows and 
one door in each room, a bathroom in center of flat 12x22 feet 
containing bath tub, and two closets. Each room to be furnished 
with wardrobe, wash bowl, hot and cold water, electric lights 
end steam radiator. 

A porch ten feet wide covered by roof extended from the build- 
ing, along the entire'front and one end. The whole to rest on a 
brick foundation. The estimated cost of said building complete, 
with door and window screens, window curtains and floor rugs, 
$6,200.00. 

A report showing amounts appropr'iated and expended during 
the biennium, the amount per capita for the maintenance of 
the home, and other items of interest, is hereto attached and 
made a part of this report. 

DEFICIENCY. 

In  estimating the amount necessary for fuel and lights, my 
predecessor did not take into account the enlargement of the 
plant that was put in for the purpose of furnishing light and - 
heat and hot water for the large building, and an additional . . 
plant for heating the hospital; so that in the item for fuel and 
hghts there will be a deficiency of a few hundred dollars-this 
is the only deficiency that will be found at the close of the fis- 
cal year. 

In the management of the home I have endeavored to be eco- 
nomical without being stingy, believing that the people of the 
state want this place conducted much after the manner of an 
average home. We have varied the ration so as to have fru'it, 
vegetables, poultry, etc., in their seasons. The meat, butter and 
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milk have been of the best quality obtainable. Our beds are furn- 
ished with blankets, comforts, sheets and pillows. 

Religious serv'ices are held every Sunday afternoon, and rit- 
i-talistic services at each burial here. 

These services are conducted by the local ministers living in 
Milford, without compensation. I would recommend that $200.00 
be appropriated for the purpose of remunerating, to some ex- 
tent, the minister who g5ves us this service. 

I have purchased ten lots in Blue Valley cemetery, located 
about one-fourth of a mile from the home, in which to bury our 
comrades who desire to sleep beside each other. I made a requi- 
bition on the U. S. Quartermaster General for headstones to be 
placed at the graves of those buried here; they now are here and 
will be set immediately. 

In the matter of deficiencies for this institution I have to re- 
port that in the items of fuel and light, as I have sitated, my 
predecessor failed in askmg for a sdicient sum to meet the 
neckssary outlay. The threatened coal strike also operated 
:?gainst this fund. On a careful estimate I find that there will 
be a surplus of over $5,000 in the various funds, after deducting 
the deficiency in the item above mentioned; this, too, in the face 
of the fact that our membership has increased over 60 per cent 
during th5s biennium. 
WSTIMATE FOR OFFICERS' BUILDING AND LAUNDRY ADDITION. 

For the erection of a building of sufficient size to aEord rooms 
for offices, li*g and sleeping apartments for' commaqdant and 
family, adjutant, matron and quartermaster ; reception room ; 
reading room; bath room and closets. The same not to cost to 
exceed the sum of $7,000.00. 

I would also recommend that our laundry building be en- 
larged to double its present size. It was built when the home 
had but fe$ members and is now entirely too small for our use. 
The enlarging of the building and the addition of needed ma- 
chinery will cost in the aggregate $1,500.00. 
. . Before closing, I desire to set forth my appreciation of the 

good offices of the governor, and Board of Public Lands and 
Buildings, and others of the state officers with whom I have had 
to deal, for the'ir manifest willingness to do all possible for the 
comfort and welfare of the members of the home, and to com- 
mend the adjutant, N. R. Persinger, matron, Mrs. Rena M. 



Nebraska State Home, for the biennium ending November 30, '06 : 

POPULATION. 

Mde. Bemale. Total. 
', Xo. rxf members Dee. 1, 1904 (Biennium) 115 3 .  1B 

* Xo. received during the biennium ..-. -...--.. 1B 11 133 
a . ' No. discharged & died during the biennium 66 2 EiS 

.......... No. at  end of b i k m h a  .....,..---,......., 1'71 12 1&3 
D a y  average attendance during biennium 110 7 I10 
Average n11mh.e-r of affiers m d  employes , 16 a EI 

BXPENDIT'URE3S. 
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Walsh, and other subordinate officers, for their fidelity to duty, 
and loyal support of the administration, and the general good 
conduct of 'the entire membership of the home. , 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. H. PRESSON, Commandant. 

Nebraska State Soldiers' and Sailors' Home, 
Nilford, Nebr., Nov. 30, 1906. 

Col. J. H. Presson, Commandant-- 
Colonel: In compliance with your request, I herewith sub- 

nlit to you the statistical and financial state-ments for the insti- 
ttdion under your charge for the biennium ending on Novem- 
ber 30, 1906. 

For myself, and in behalf of your other employes, I thank you 
1i10st heartily for the courtesy and amity unstintingly shown us, 
which has rendered the performance of the duties of our re- 
spective positions a pleasure. 

Detailed statements will be found in your semi-annual reports 
to  the governor during'the biennium, showing the expenditnres 
of the various funds, the cost per capita of maintenance, and 
other special mattere. N. R. PERSINGER, Adjutant. . 

Condensed statistical statement of the Soldiers' and Sailors' 

Current expenses- 
1, Salaries ahd wages $11,978.35 
2. Clothing ................... - ......... . .. 5,047.57 
3. Subsistence ..: 17,502.95 
4. ,Office, domestic and outdoor expenses .................. 9,599.16 
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Extraordinary expenses- 
................. .... New buildings ................................. -... $ 4,038.27 

............................................................... Permanent improvements 1,301.76 
. ... Repairs 2,109.61 

Total $ 7,449.64 
........................................ . Grand total $51,567.67 

Executive head.Co1 . J . El . Presson, Commandant . 
Made in accordance with request of National Conference of 

Charities and Corre~tions . 
Counties in the state of Nebraska from which members have 

been admitted to the Soldiers' and Sailors' Home at  Milford. 
Nebraska . 

Now members . Since organization . 
Counties . Men . Women . Men . Women . 
Adams ....................... .. .......... P 6 
Antelope . 1 1 1 1 
Banner ........ 2 
B~0wn ............................................. 1 1 
Boone 1 
Box Butte -.. 1 
Buff a10 ............ , ....................... ... ........ 1 
B t  4 5 
Butler ... 4 13 
Cass ..... 3 4 
Cherry -- 1 ' 1  
Clay 1 .1 
Cuming !A 
Custer .............................................. 2 2 
Dawes 1 
Dawson - -- 2 
Dodge 3 
Douglas - .--.. 25 1 57 2 
Furnas 2 
Fillmore 1 3 

. Franklin ......-..-..-...-.-....-. 1 
Frontier 2 
Gage . - . -- 8 9 
Qosper 1 
Hall . 5 21 2 
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Hamilton .......................................... 1 
Harlan 1 1 
Howard ...................................... .-.. 1 
Jefferson -... 2 
Johnson 4 . 5 

.... Kearney 1 1 1 1 
Knox ............................................. 1 1 

..... Laneaster I. 67 4 144 6 
Madison ............................................. 1 
Nemaha 2 6 

. Nuckolls 1 1 
Otoe 3 3 
Pawnee - 1 1 
Phelps . 1 2 
Platte ................................................... 1 
Saline ............................. - - 1 8 2 
Saunders .......................................... 2 4 
Seward .- ........................................ 22 4 85 4 
Sheridan .- - ......... 1 
Stanton ............................................. 1 
Thayer - ............... 2 2 
Thomas 1 
Valley ................................................ 1 
Wash5ngton 2 
Webster .......................................... 5 8 
Pork ...................................................... 4 1 12 1 

af ter  compiling this list one man has died, one been admitted 
from Douglas, one from Lancaster, and one from York counties, 
making present enrollment 172 men and 12 women . And since 
organizatron, 392 men and 19 women . 
AVERAGE AGE OF MEMBERS OF THE HOMEI ON NOVEMBNR 

30TH . 1906  . 
Men- 

.. Enrolled - 7 2  Average .......-.......-.-...,. 68 years 
Women- 

.................................................. ................................ Enrolled 12 Average 66 years 
The oldest member is R . R . Pitney, 89 years old . 
The youngest member is S . Burgess, 34 years old . Spanish war . 
The youngest man of the war of 1861 is 58 years old . 
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Averages at which members have died in the home during 
this biennium : 

Age. Men. Women. 
58 ..................................................... 1 
61 ....................................... 1 .......... 1 
62 ....................................... 1 
65 . 2 
66 . 1 
69 1 
70 . 1 
71 ....................................... 2 

Age. Men. Women. 
72 ...................................... 3 
7'3 ...................................... 3 
75 . 3 
78 2 
79 1 

. 81 1 
94 ..................................... 1 
77 2 

, Months in the biennium in which members have died: 

Month. Men. Women. Month. Men. Women. 
Ja.nuary 1 July 1 
February ..................... 1 August 1 1 

.................. April ................................. 5 September 5 
May .................................... 1 Oetober 3 a 

June . 3 November 2 1 
December 2 

SURGEON'S REPORT. 

J o the Honorable Commandant at the Soldiers' and Sailors' 
Home at  MSlford, Nebraska, Col. J. H. Presson. 

Dear Sir-As requ5red by the laws of Nebraska, governing 
P. & S. Homes, we will hereby submit our biehnial report, rela- 
tive to the department in which we are directly connected as 
physicians and surgeons, covering the t h e  from the last re- 
port-Dec. lst,  1 9 0 6 u p  to the present time, November 30th, 
1906. 

During the interval above mentioned, we, or one of us, have 
been in daily attendance, remedying such ailments as was 5n our 
power; ameliorating and soothing such as we could not benefit 
materially. Our intercourse with both officers and inmates have 
been of the happiest nature, engendered by a feeling that we 
were all doing the best under the circumstances and conditions, 
and reciproaating each other's assistance and good counsel. 

About the usual amount of medicines have been prescribed, 
with varied results. Our sanitary conditions remain in about 
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as good condition as is possible, leaving little to be desired in 
that line. Our hospital (which has been comp1.eted and oc- 
cupied since our last report), is in excellent condition, and ren- 
ders untold comfort to a great many aged, and all of the sick. 
I t  is ably presided over by our worthy stewards both of whom 
a.re tireless in their efforts to assist and soothe the inmates. 

There has bekn very little surgery, and that of a minor type, 
a,ll of which were successful. There are no acute diseases at 
present, but a number of chronics, such as we always have in 
Inititutions of this nature. Our hospital Is full all of the time, 
but we manage, by changing, to get along nicely. We have not 
been visited by epidemics in the last two years. It has been our 
misfortune to be compelled to send some of our men to the 
asylum-one as an alcoholic incorrigible. The follow'ing deaths 

1 
have occurred in the home during this biennium: 

Age. Died. 
Bnrnett, James E. ...... '71 ..... Dec. 1, 1904 ........................ heart failure 
Cox, Joseph 94 ..... Dec. 22, 1904 ..................................... . old age 
Cameron, Peter ............... 75 ...... Jan. 9: 1905 .......... : ................... paralysis 
Cornibe, Felix .................. 79 ...... Apr. 2, 1905 ................................ paralysis 
Brown, Oscar ..................... 77 ...... Apr. 11, 1905 ........ old age, gen. deb. 
Knights, Hinkley G. ... 78 ...... Apr. 20, 1905 .................................. diabetes 
Austin, George M. ...... 69 ..... May 14, 1905 .......... : ............................. dropsy 
McBrien, William 61 ..... June 1, 1905 .................. brain paralysis 

. Riddle, Sarah .. - .............. 61 ..... Aug. 4, 1905 .......... : gall stone 
McClure, James P. ...... 73 ...... Aug. 11, 1905 spinal schlerosis 
Roseborough, Alex. ...... 71 ...... Sep. 6, 1905 - .......... dropsy, heart tr. 
Riddle, James R. ......... 73 Sept. 13, 1905 ...................................... dropsy 
Sherman, James D. ...... 70 ...... Oct. 2, 1905 ................................. paralysis 
Bell, William H. 65 ...... Oct. 21, 1905 ..... rheumathid arthetis 

L Hughes, George W. -.78 ...... Feb. 25, 1906 consumption , 
Kent, Charles 75 ...... Apr. 14, 1906 gastralgia 

I 
l ~ i l l c o x ,  Clark .................. 72 .....- Apr. 24, 1906 ................................ paralysis 
Siith, William P. ...... 66 -..... Jun. 27, 1906 ....................................... dropsy 

I 

Hughes, Thomas 78 ...... Jun. 8, 1906 heart failure 
Clark, Almeron F. ...... 65 ..... .July 16, 1906 ....................................... dropsy 
Reid, John A. .................. 75 ...... Sep. 3, 1906 paralysis 
Dunn, David D. ............... 72 ...... Sep. 9, 1906 Bright's disease 
Martin, Daniel .................. 77 ....,. Sep. 26, 1906 ..................... r ............... old age 

I 

I ri i 
) 
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...... ............ I Lendowski, Michael J. 73 Oct. 11 1906 accidentally killed 
Brininger, Mary J. ...... 58 ... 3 o v .  5, 1906 ............... catarrh-stomach 
Johnson, James W. ...... 62 ...... Nov. 14, 1906 ................................. apoplexy 
Weathers, John L. ...... 81 -..- Nov. 16, 1906 old age 

............ ..... ........... Bayles, Stephen 80 Nov. 28, la06 old age & injury 

Of these, H. G. Knighta died at his own home in Milford, Neb. 
George M,. Austin died at the home of his sister pear Tekamah, 
Neb., while on furlough, and Capt. Thomas Hughes died at  
Detroit, Michigan, at the home of his daughter, while on fur- 
lough. 

I hear no complaint against executives, or conditions, except 
such as you would expect of any organization of the kind. Your 
authority and commands are quietly obeyed, and respect en- 
gendered. 

We now conclude our report by wishing this great common- 
wealth of ours, prosperity; hoping the state of Nebraska may 
continue to be under the supervision of as efficient officers in 
the future, as it has been in the past biennium. 

~espectfully, 
DRS. BRANDON AND WERTMAN, 

By Geo. W. Brandon, M. D. 


