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NEBRASKA PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMISSION

Report for the biennium, D.cemMr I, 1912, to NovemMr 30, 1914

To fOllter the public library development of the lJtate, to act u a public
library for the state at lure, and to superviae the libraries in the state insti­
tutions: the!lE! are the functions of the Public Library CoIllllliMion. The
foBoYing report cover. the work of the Comm_on in tbeee three lines of
activity for the past two years.

Since oW' laat report the library Commu.ion has suffered the 10lIlI of
Dr. W. K. Je....·ett who died on March 3, 1913. Dr. Jewett was one of the mOlt
intenlBted membeR of the COJ:IllDigion and his Ienial pn!8l!nce and ready
eouMe1 have been I"l8t1y miMed at the meetinp. Mr. Malcolm G. WyeJ', aa
librarian of the State University, haa taken Dr. Jewett's place on the Com­
mWdon and brinp to it a wide experience and deep int:erellt in library PfOh­
l.....

MisB Guess Humphrey, for eight yeara in charge of the traveling library
department, resigned in October, 1914 in order to join her family in Miss-­
ilaippi. It was with much l1lgl'l!t that tbe CommisBion accepted her rMignation,
for ber efficiency hu been a strong factor in building up tbe travelina: library
work. Mils Juliet Vore, formerly of the Lincoln City Library, was appointed
to take Mill Humphrey'. place and began work on October 15.

From the time of ita establi5bm.ent the Cornrnission b.. been under the
necMBity of giving up Ita rooms during the 1eIia1atlve aeeaiona. Aa ita work
crew, this became increuinaJy diftieult until at laat It eeeIDed Inpen.tive that
permanent quarterl be 1Ie<:Un!d.. In the already crowded State Houae It was
not easy to find rooma but the Board or Public Lands and Buildinp agreed to
fit up two basement l'OOma for the CornIlliSon and they were ready for occu­
pancy in the summer of 1914. Althoulh the space is insufflcient and the
approach to the rooms from inside the building ill bad, still the quartera are
fairly satisfactory and better than any which the Commilaion bu had pre­
vioWlly.

The 8ecretary haa attended the meetinp of the American Library As­
sociation in Kaatenkill, N. Y. in 1913, The LealrUe of Library CommiuiolUl
in Chicago in 1914, the State Library Aaaociatlon in 1913 and 1914, the Con­
ference of Charities and Correctiona in 1913 and 1914 and the State Federation
of Woman's ClubB in 1913 and 1914.
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Pub lie. Librari_

A J.arce part of the work of the Library CommiaBion is promotinr the
ntablishment, rrowth. and improvement of public librarie. in the ltate.
Through correspondence and peraonal viaita, advice is given on every poaaible
question of library development from the phraaing of the library ordinanOl
to the planninr of the library bullding. From the time when a group or citizenl
be(iIlll agitatinll: the public library question, the Library Commission ltandl
ready to give them the benefit of wide uperience, to aave them from the
blunders which others have made and to point the way to lucceuful library
adminiatntlon. While the Comm_on acts merely in In advisory eapadty
and can only.uggeat what eeem the beet methode, it ia gratifying to know that
its suggeatiOJII are usually followed and that a library which hu been helped
over the tim difficult place tumI to the COrnmiEiOD thenceforth with ita
probl-

The rate of rrowth and the condition of the !ibrari.. of the ltate are
aatilfactory. During the laat two years, libraries have been established in
Cedar Rapida, Gothenbl1l'i, Bartinrton, Harvard, Hooper, Beaver Croeainll:.
Creill:hton, Murray, Salem, Wayaide. and Shubert, while Ben&on, Dundee,
and Raleton have made leviee in order to contract with Omaha for the uae of
ita library. Tbe librariee at Auburn, Crawford, Friend. Fullerton, Sidney,
Spaldinr, and Stanton, previoualy eetabliahed. and maintained by clube or
library UIOciationa, have become tu: lupported libraries.

There are DOW only three toWDll of over 2.000 population which have not
made provision fOt publie librariea:. Theee are UnivenJity Plaoe, W)'1DOf'e and
Wahoo_ In all of thelle placeB, bowever, the question ill"llOeivinr I@rioUl con­
aideration. There are only 17 toWDll with a population of ove!' 1,000 which have
no librari.. Appreciation of the work of the library is lhown in increaeed
levies. The average levy iI now 2 milla aa compared. with 1.7 m.ilIs of two
year'l5 ago, while 18 towna have levied 3 mi.I.I.!I whieh i!l the muimum.

The following towna have received glfta for library buildinga from Mr·
Carnegie in the lpecified amounta: Bloomfield, $5,000; Broken Bow, $10,000;
Burwell, $5,000; College View, $7,500; ColumbWl, $13,000; Crete, $10,000;
Fairfield, $6,000; Fullerton, $7,000; Hartinrton, $10,000; O'Neill, $10,000;
Shelton, $8,000; Sidney, $6,000; Stanton, $8,000; Gothenburr, $8,OOOj
Harvard, $6.000; while J. W. GUben haa tiven the town of Friend. $7.000 for
• library buildinr. There are now 55 library buildinga eompl.eted or under
eonatrucl:ion.

As an inatance of what a rural community can do in maintaininr a b"bruy,
I wiah to cite the cue of Murray. Murray II. village in C_ County whieh
the census ered.ita with 183 inhabitanta. Two years or more aro the people
of Murray organized a library a.-ociation reaching far out into the country
for membel'l. The village not being incorporated and C88I County not havinr
township organization it WIUI imp088ible for them to "Vote a tax for the IUpport
of the library and lJOme other meana for ita lupport bad to be devilled. It was
decided to iIIue memberahip ticketa at $1.00 a year, a family memberahip.
entitling each member of the family to a library card, and to ilBue other carda
at ten centa a month. They rented. amall two room building and fumiahed.
it from their own homel. Wall book ahelvea, tables and cl1aira, ruga and
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curtains make the front room a cheerful reading room while the back room is
a complete kitchen witb cook stove, dishes and cooking utenaill. Entertain·
menta had netted a small sum for the first purchase of books and with theee and
a few donations and a traveling library from tbe state they opened the library.

In solving the problem of maintaining tbe library another prohlem is
being 8Olved: the problem of the aocial We of the commurrlty. MuaiealM,
kensingtons, and amateur plays, bring the people together for who1ellome
recreation at the same time that they net the library a goodly sum for the book
fund. A monthly evening meeting of the a.ociation is held throua:hout the
winter at which public questions are discusBed, with substantial refreshments
following the dileu8sion. A story hour is held on Saturday ao that the country
children can attend. A lyceum courae of five good entertainments is conducted
every winter. A reading club of women is doing systematic study. The
library is even doing extension work in the neighboring district schools, aenmng
out small collections of books from ita own shelves; and when a particularly
lUeeeB8ful entertainment baa been given in the village it is sometimes repeated
in the district aehool houses for the benefit of the country people.

In answer to the question 8ll to whether it ia all worth wbUe one of the
chief workers says, "When you eee aelfishnesa giving way to charity and that
wall of prejudice melt under the rays of undeflltanding; when you bear the
conversation cbange from petty ~p to a diac:usaion of the book they were
reading or tbe thought they bave made their own; when you are able to place
in the hand of some lonely one a story tbat will cause him to forget his preaent
condition; when the heroes or heroines of our beet writefll are becoming the
ideals of your children and you are opening up a world to them that money
cannot buy; wben you feel a peace and contentment that you never experienced
before, you know that you are really doing 80mething worthy of consideration
and you will say that it is all worth while."

From considering the library undertaking at Munay we are led to a con­
sideration of what is now the chief problem in the library development of the
ltate, rural library extension. Our towns, aa we have shown, are fairly well
provided with libraries, but towns, In an agricultural state, are after all merely
cente", of rural communities and any complacency which we may feel over tbe
number of town libraries is dispelled at once wben we consider that the libraries
in these toWll8, in these rural centers, are not serving the farming communities
around them; that there are hundreds of villages in the state too small to
maintain libraries and that only 22% of the people of the state are tWng
themselves for library purposee. The time haa certainly come to do away
with the city Umit8 as a boundary for the district served by and supporting
the public library and to substitute the limits of the township or the county.
Not until we have a strong fJYItem of county libraries can the public library
-rome to ita full development and serve not 22% but 100% of our citiuml.

A levy on a whole county, 80 alight as to cause no perceptible inc:rease in
_ch individual's taxes, would maintain a library in a state of efficiency im·
P<*lible at preeent for our small libraries hampered by the insufficient revenue
of a village or town tax. It would enable a county to have the services of a
thoroughly trained librarian whOlle bumn.. it would be to see that the whole
county, to its farthest eomefll, received the benefits of a well selected, well
administered library. Inlt.ead of the rural tchooilibrary, at preaent too often
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a le&nt collection or boob, eeIect.ed by a teacher whoee opportunity to know
boob ia limited, and 10 UI..eared for that a year or two Eft the boob lost or in
tatt.en. eaeb. IIChooI would be a depoeit station of the county publie library,
where there would be kept a ehoice eoUection or boob 10 that no child on the
remotat farm would crow up without an aequaintanee with the very beat
in literature. Readinr roorna in towns now unable to .uppon them, boob
made euy of aCOMl in rroUp8 placed at dift'erent pointa in the county, or by
~.. poet from the eentraillbrary, or even poeeibly by a rural book delivery
'Ih(On such a8 is uaed in the Waahington county, Maryland, library: a large
central collection of boob well chosen and weU cared for; theee are the poe­
IibUitiea in a county library and all at auch a alight expense a8 to be barely felt
by the average taxpayer.

The polJIJible ellect of a county library on libraries already eatabLiahed
..rna to be looked upcn with m.iegivinp by lOme librariES fearful of losing
their own identity. Ho....ever under the provisiona of the law any town already
maintaining a library may be exempt from the CIOunty levy and keep itl
.parate library orpniution, while it may, in to doing, alao contract with the
county library for such participation in itt benefita sa may be deeired. A clear
undentandinr of the.e provisions of the la,... ahould do away with any oppoBi·
doD on the part of the librariel.

To make poIBible the easy establiahment or county librariel it 1l'i1l be
~ to amend our preeent ta,... which haa a provision that the question
of eltabu.b.in( a county library muat be submitted to the vote", at a general
e&ection. All library worken know that the number of town libraries would
be decidedly I~ were it neceaary to submit the question of eatabliahin( them.
to the voters of the town. With no experience in the benefita to be derived
from a library and moved by the ever preeent fear of raising wea, the voters
would defeat many a public library project, whereas if a library were once
elt:abliehed and operated lucl"e8lfully for a number of years, the lame citizens
would heartily IIUpport it. In amendin( the law it ia proJ)Olled to (ive the
county commiaaionera the lame power to utablilh Iibreriea that is now
~ by the city council.

With a aatiafactory law and the Nral communities a,...akeninr to the
need of libraries, u is evident from the cue of Munay and one or two totm­
Uipe, 1lo"e should enter upon a period of rural library developmfflt TiOrtby of
a rich and p~ve qrieultural atate.

N.b1-...... LlbrU')' AMoei.tion.

One of the stronpit faetcm in raiIin( the level of library work in the
ltate ia the State Library A.ociation, Tfith which the Library CommiaBion
e>operatell doeeJ.y. The secretary of the ColDIniIBion, from her aequaintance
with the needs of the variOWi libraries of the ,tate, knowinl their weakne..
u ,...en II their ,trenltb, i.e able to aaaiat the executive committee of the State
.&.ociation to arrange proltaml which result in the greatellt practical help
to an.

Two IIUcee.ful meetinp of the .&.ociation have been held in the put
biennium, one at Omaha in 1913 and the other in Geneva in 1914. The meet­
iDr at Geneva w.. in itaelf an inda: to the library development of the atate.
Even a decade 1(0 IIUch a meetin( would have been impoeeible. There .....

(9J



not at that time a town of less than 2,000 population with a beautiful library
building in which to entertain the State Ae8ociation; it would have been im­
poIlIIible to get togetber si1ty library workers; and that there ahould be public
library almost 600 miles from Omaha to furnish ua with a president was
unthought of.

These annual meetings do more than furnish the librarians with ahort
cuts and practical hints: they bring together librarians in every line of library
work, the trained and the untrained, and they get from their lUlIOciation with
each other a bigger idea of library work and a fine profeesional spirit. The
atandardA of the untl"llined are rnill9d to approximate thOllQ of the tl"llined, the
librarian of the village library, in meeting the city librarian, finda that after
aU they are striving to the same end; and the cataloguer and the filing clerk
Bee the human reason for the whole macwne.

Appreciating the benefits of the Library Association, the Commislrion
decided to hold district meetings from time to time in different localitiee, to
bring together the librarians who seldom find it possible to attend the ltate
meetings. The :first district meeting waa held in Norfolk in April, 1914 with
eight libraries represented by librarians and truat:ee8. The meeting laeted two
days and conaisted of infonnal diaeua8ion of the problema most prumng in all
public libraries, book aelection, work with schools, the library budget, and
library advertising. Members of the Library Commisl:lion, Mile Tobitt of
Omaha and Mias Drake of Sioux City aB8isted in the discussions. The meet­
ing was an unqualified 6Ucee88 and it is planned. to hold a number of BUeb
meetinp this year.

Trav.line Librarie.

The most direct service of the Library Commission to the people of the
state is through traveling libraries. Loans of boob which vary in size from a
Bingle volume to a collection of one hundred or more are made to individuala
or groups of people who are without adequate public library facilities. The
work of the department grows ateadily and apparently is limited only by the
BUpply of books. The requests each year far exceed the aupply and we must
greatly enlarge our collection of books if we are to meet the demands made
upon ua and if we are to do, with any degree of completenees, the work for
which the Commiasion W88 created.

During the biennium we have aent out 40,692 volumes in reBponae to
1962 requeeta. This is an increaae of 34 % in volumes and 60% in requeUs
over laet biennium. We might easily have increased the number of volumes
by 60% were it not for the acsreity of boob which hR! made it necessary to
send the fewest poeaible number of boob in response to each request in order
to make the boob go around. A consultation of the map in the front of thiI
report will ahow the geographical distribution of the loans and it will be noted
that there are very few counties to wwch we have not sent books. The in­
creasing number of books aent to the aparaely settled parte of theatateisgratify.
ing. Some go to places many milee from a railroad, often to a country aebool,
where through the aebool and the religioua services held in the achool houae on
Sundaye they reach the people of a large territory. Mere atatiatiee mean
little-so many boob to so many placea conveyalittle idea of the reeults of our
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......ork. They are, in a measure, to be read in our letter fUel; in the Jetten for
instance, from a homesteader's wife. or from a Sunday-ecbool teacher in the
aand blllll. or from the membera of a country woman's club, or from a rural
sehool teacher teaching hill first school; from these and many others come
letters of appreciation which make the work of the traveling library eeem a
vital force for good in the atate.

It is the policy of the Library Cornrnilmon to co-operate in every possible
way with all the educational agencies of the state; with the extension depart­
ment of the State Univeraity and the State Agricultural School, with the
......oman·f!, elubll. and debating societies. For the extension course given by tbe
American hilltory department of the University there is always a steady
demand for books. while we have been awamped by the reque1t8 for books for
the extension couraea in Home Economics outlined by Mi88 Loomis and Mrs.
Davisson.

In past years we have bad 80 many requestll from high school atudentll for
material for graduating esaays, on such unsuitable subjecta very often. that
a year ago we prepared a list of suggestive titlea and sent it out to all the
high achoola of the state. It met a ready response and we had considerable
aatWaction, when supplying material for the esaays, in knowing that we were
directing the attention of our hoys and girta to subject8 for profitable study
Bnd diaeusaion.

Admitting books to parceta post baa greatly leeaened the expense of
carriage on small groUplI of books and doubtleea will increase our work with
individuata and study clubs. At fil'8t we feared tbat we might have difficulty
in collecting the postage due on outgoing packages but we find that borrowers
lel.dom neglect to send it in. Not only is it cheaper to send books by parce18
post than by expre!S hut it ia much more convenient. particularly for our
patrons who live at a considerable diatance from the railroad and expr8llll
office. but whose mail iadelivered every day by Uncle Sam.

Publicity

While believing finnly in advertising for educational as well as com­
mercial enterpri8ee. we have always been in a position of hardly daring to
advertise since we were already wed to the limit of our reeourCEl8. However.
we do feel that it is desirable to let the people of the state know what is being
done by the departments maintained by state appropriations and each year
we have had an exhibit at the State Fair which haa given us an opportunity
to meet many of our old patrons, and talk to anyone who might be interested.
Tbia year we were given a very good booth in the new building which gave us
plenty of space to display our posters, mBpIl and books. We are convinced. of
the value of the State Fair exhibit. Thill fall we have already had 126 inquiriee
for information in regard to traveling librariee and have sent out many books
which we can definitely trace to our State Fair exhibit while there are doubt­
lees othertl which might be traced. to it.

Our friends do a good deal of advertising for us. An occasional reference
to our work in the editorial columna of the agricultural papers, or by instructors
at teachers' institutes or by county superintendents in their circular lettenl
always brings rellulta.
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If we had more boob t.o eend out and could make a Iy1Itematic eampaian
to let the people of the ltate know wbat ",-e were doing, ""e could euily doub'e
our work in the nat biennium.

SUMMARY OF TRAVELINe LIBRARY LOANS

......
a-" ,......
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STATE INSTITUTION LIBRARIES

Sinoe April 1, 1911, the Library Commiaion has had supervision of the
Ilbrariee in the etate inatitutioll8 and t.o it has been made the appropriation
for their maintenanoe. Their prorreu in the past two years is ll(lt forth in the
following report by Miaa Florence Waugh who hall the work In charge.

Library work in our state ill8titutlona hall been developing steadily and
we feel that the library u a part of the inatitution is growinr in popularity.
Everywhere the books and periodiea1l are well UIEld. This biennium, aside from
purchasing boob, we have subecribed quite larrely t.o periodicala, .. in this
way our readers are able t.o keep in touch with the outside world.

At the Bo)'B' IndUltriai ScbooI at Kearney, it is neceeu.ry to duplicate our
lilt in order to supply each of the play rooms of the different oottApe with
maeuinee, ... a main readinr room lfeml to be impracticable. The foUowina
periodieabi are provided for the boys: St. Niehotaa. Youths' Companion,
Travel, National Georpphic, Scientific American and Supplement, Teehniea1
World, Popular MeehaniCl, World'a Work, Field and Stream, QutinC, Country
Gentleman, Saturday Evening Post, Boy Life, American Boy and Little
FolD.

The ~bility of a readinr room in one of our atate h_pitala for the
iDeane is aomethinl that ""e are eagerly anticipating. At the Lincoln State
Ha-pital the beautiful new recreation room is t.o be U8Eld on trial u a genera1
reading room, and the e;t;periment will be wate:hed with great inten!st. The
current numben of the periodicala will be used here, the back numbers heine
&ent to the warda in our present plan. We will endeavor t.o obtain all D8M"

papen from the home countiee of the patienm and wiU alao use attractive
illustrated books here. Attendants will be in charge, and we expect a great
deal of pleaaure to be taken by the patients from this room. It is ailnificant
that in our three atate hOllpitals, Norfolk with the smalletlt number of patients,
haa the largest book circulation. We think this is in a large measure due to
the fact that the patients are allowed there to come to the library and make
their own eelection. At Ingleside, the number of attendanbl who take ad­
vantage of the library is gratlfyinl.

The circulation of periodicals in the penitentiary, 80 that the men would
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STATE INSTITUTION LIBRARIES

EXPENDITURES

INSTITUTION Av'N" Volum.
A""!"{"

Mapzina Prinlinr Suppli.ClreuJation
Population Monthly "". Book> "". "".Newapaperw Bindin&: Travel.

Penitentiary ... ....................... 33' 5,315 1,141 $124.50 $313.06 $1(.80 ......
SoJ<Uer.' Home, Burkett . .............. ... 1,305 190 62.62 95.51 2U2 ......
SoIdierI' Bome, Millord ............... 132 390 ... .. 18.25 73.1( ..... ......
State Hoapital, Lincoln . ............... 673 612 261 18oUO 227.73 ..... ......
State Boapltal, lna:lelide.. ............. 1,093 776 ... ...... 284.15 1.60 ......
State Hoapital, Norfolk ... ............. '" 63' 27' 69.95 187.97 ..... ......
Bo)'1l' lDdUltrial School. ............... 167 .80 <62 101.20 199.2< 10.85 ......
Girls' Industrial Sebool. ............... 82 71. 8(.75 1(7.17 ..... ......
Ortb~cB.pita! . .................. 90 ... 821 "~1 201.10 12.75 ......
8th for Deaf .. ..................... ,.. 1.... 28. ...... 175.25 15.95 ......
Bome for Feeble Minded . ............. .63 .72 106 88.(0 189.86 .60 ......
InduHrial Home for Womeo ... ......... .. 24. 80 27.80 168.10 .60 ......
Hnital for TubereulOUl ...... ......... " 179 20 61.10 3U6 ..... . .....
All MtitutiOM ....................... ..... ..... ... .. ...... ...... ..... $162.62



receive~ the maeuinee they wilbed IlKIlrt to aee, h.u beeD a problem.
If a man 'IVUlbi to read the Scienti6c American, the Saturday Even.inc Post
.. not a _tiafactory IIUbetitute or viee verIe. The men were uked to eeIect
from a list, the five map.rines they would like ntOIJt to receive. From th_
request. we have eompiled lista of the mena' names by coDlleCllUve cell number.
Theee lliIta are puted on the eover of the m.apz:ine with the request. that they
be kept not loncer than three days and pueed on. The mapzinea are now
circulatiDlln this manner. The book circulation-ll.f.l, a monthly avenae­
shoWl the uae the men make of the boob. The total circulation for the blen~

nium wu 27,890 and of this 32.87% W&lI non-fiction. We are tryina to build
up an interMting and practical collection of non-fiction to encourage the men
to U8e their time profitably. We welcome any request from the men for non~

fiction not in the library. If It is a book that will be of permanent value to
the library it is purehaaed, If not It is borrowed from the city or University
library. A supplement of boob purchued during the biennium was printed
and added to the catalop. We have been very fortunate in the usistanc:e we
have bad at the penitentiary, our p~t librarian and his predeee.on giviq
IJ)1endid serviee.

In writin( of his library ""ork with the men at the penitentiary, one of our
former bllrariallll _)..... A prison library can be the drive wheel on the enctne
of diacipline:' This aaroe roan, wbc»e tint introduction to a library ..... in
our I!Jtate prieun, after his release lent in from ODe of our far western eounU.
for a travelinr library for the (irla and boya of the eommunity. The boob had
to be hauled thirty miles from the railroad. Thia fall he eent for another
library and lent an additional reqUl!llt for boob for the nearest achool. Still
later, another request was received from this same district. We are proud
indeed of the work this man is voluntarily doing and to know that his interelllt
in libraries ifJ a pennanent one.

Newspapere and periodicals are popular at the libraries in our Soldiers'
Bomes. At Burkett, there is a good book circulation, especially in the winter
months. The library ifJ U8ed more here than at Milford on aecount of havinr
a librarian who receives a small salary for h.Ia aerviCUI and who devotes regular
time each day to his work.

The librarian at the BOIpital for the Tuberculoua, one of the patienUl, ill
taking a eorrespondenoe COW"118 in library work throuah the Com.ItU.ion
office. She ifJ now cataloging the boob in the bOllpitailibrary.

At the Industrial Bome for Women we are tr>'inr to awaken an inte~

in hel.pful boob by buying cook-boob, prdenin&: boob, boob on DunRna:
leWing,etc.

The boob in the library at the State Borne for Feeble-Minded are much
appreciated by the children. We find theee ~dren wonderfully responsive
to atory~telling, listening with the interest of nonnal children, and remember-­
lur for months afterwards a atory told. That a atory haa the power to con~

centrate and hold their attention auittllUl that a librarian might be a valuable
addition to the teaching force In schools for thIa claas of children.

The library room at the Girll' Industrial School at Geneva had to be
given up on aecount of overcrowded conditions, but the books, which are.
temporarily divided among the achool roona, are to be Ihelved in a new build­
ing heinr erected.
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We are a1Io to have a room in a new huildiDr at the School for the Deaf, in
which ""e will have a col1eetion of beautiful picture boob for small children.
In no other inatitution do we consider a library more important than here,
and when one realizes wbat boob must mean to tbe deaf, it is a matter of
wonder that the library is not more empbui%ed in doom for the deaf renera1ly.
We want reading to be a pleasure, not a wk, to the deaf children in our atate
and to aecompliab this it is nee:e.ary to ereate a 10\'e for boob amonr the
little children. There is a aood coUeetion of boob at Omaha, but the library
ill almoet too small to uae for a reading room. The older children can take the
boob from the lihrary, but the little one. ""ho are hardly old eDOuah to be
reeponaible for the care of boob, have not been able to have library privilq;e..
It ill for theee that the new room hall been planned, and ....e bope here to intro­
duce all the little children to the many jO)'8 of "Story-book Land."

At the Orthopedic H08pital, the library work has been especially satis­
factory. Dr. H. W. Orr, the superintendent, is deeply intere:lited in the edues·
tion of crippled children, and after our library had been e.tabliahed two years,
be thought the importance of the work justified the appointment of a librarian
who would devote her entire time to the library, and Mias Eva Colby Wall

appointed. Miss Colby is particularly well qualified for ber work, aasbe W&l

a patient at the hospital for Beveral years and intimately understands the needs
of ber patrons. Sbe is naturalJy fond of books, and aside from the instruction
in library science furnished by tbe Commiallion, bas taken the apecial courae
in children's work at the Iowa Summer Library School. Her time is divided
between the various warda of the boapital, and the library room. In eacb
WU'd, she tel1l atoriea or reads aloud once a ....eek, and boob are circulated
among the bed patientll each day. The ward work is done while the children
who are able to be up are In school. A story hour is held for theee children
Saturday afternoon in the library. In the new building, aoon to be completed
at the hOlpital, the library is to occupy a beautiful, well lirhted room, 23x66
on the first 800r. The Commisllion is much pleued with the space that hall
been liven for the library, and expect it to be one of the moat attractive child·
ren'. rooms in thewte. The Art Department of the Woman'a Club hu prom­
t.ed to fumiab a handsome picture for the room, and doubtle. there will be
.amilar contributiona. The &)'11' Pro(reBllive Club hold their meetinp once
in \9.'0 weeb in the library. The PJ'OlftI'Dll coDlJiat of debates. current evenbl,
parliamentary drill and an oceuional talk on IIOme subject of interellt. The
aim of the club is to train the boya in citizenahip and to direct them to profitable
readinr· The club membership is COl1lltantly changing, 110 a &ood many
bo)'8 receive, we hope, some benefit and inspiration from theae meetinl'. The
Commiallion is rrateful to Mr. J. L. Kennard, Dr. Edwin Maxey, Mr. Cloyd
Stewart, Mr. Leslie Welah and Mr. Victor Deakin for their auistance with
the club. Mrs. Orr has a chapter of the Camp Fire Girla at the hOfJpital.
The law of the Camp Fire is "Seek beauty: Give service: Purtue knowledge:
Be trustworthy: Hold on to health: Glorify work: Be happy." This organi­
sation haa been planned by specialisu to develop the very bEl'lt in glrlll and to
awaken tbem to the true jO)'8 of living. Realizing what theee cluba mean to
the ,iris and bo)'8 at the Orthopedic, we lonr to llOO aimilar onEl'l in all of our
institutions for juvenilea. We believe that a resident librarian, who had
apecialized in work with children, could aecomp1iah resulbl of real value and
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permanent rood amonr the dilldren and youna: people in our .tate lutltutiou.
The Library Commilaion wishe. to exp~ ibl appreciation of thullrviOllll

of all who are ....tinr-many without extra eompenaation-in the Ubrariel
of oar institutions. The lUeceM of our work dependl in a larp meuure on
their dona and we are indebted for their hearty eo-opention.
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS

Volumea added, December I, 1912, to November 80, 1914. . . . . . . . . . . 8,821
Total Dumber of volume- iI:I library, n.oem.ber 1,1914 .•............ 18,686
Number 01 volWDeB BeIlt out, I>ec:mtber 1, 1912, to Deeember 1, 1914. 40,690
Number 01 requeltll in JWIPO!* to whieh boob were BeIlt.. . . . . . • . . . . 1,962

lnereue iI:I volumel.eJ:lt 001; over lut biennium M%
1I:ICZ"8Ull iI:I number of requ. _ 50%

UlMndit_, o-m.ber I, I'll, to DM:.tmber I, 1.14

Boob _ $2,661..43
Travel....................•..••..............•...............
B .
Printinl···.··· .......................•...•...................
0.1<.

Stationery, forml, etc..........•...•... , $888.90
Telephone...................•..... , .. , 137.76
Furniture and equipment .....• , .....•..•......... 276.47
POIta(e. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . •. . . . . . . .. 286.00
EIPI'8I8 and drayage......................•...... 409.00
SblppLnr hoI8lI .•...•.••...••.••••••••..•.•.•.••. 240.78
Dues to orpniutions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14-.00
Printed materi&l for distribution.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 122.90

Erb'a aaiat&noe ..........................•...................
Seeretary .
lJbrarian ................................•...................
Inatjtution Librarian , .......•......................
State inatitutiODll ..........•...•......•......•...•...•........

612.'12......
171.97

1,828.80
109.48

8,000.00
1,800.00
1,800.00
8.726.16

Total __ $15,820.87

Budpt .. Appt'Opri.abd 1'13--1115, and uthnated 1'15--1'17

Budcet
Appropriated

1913-1915
Boob _ _.$2,200.00
Travel........... 600.00
Blndinc ,. . . 700.00
Office expeDll88 , .•...... 1,800.00
Extra IlIIiatanoe. . . . . . . . . . . . •. . . . . . 150.00
Printlnr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 800.00
InItltution Ilbrari8ll 8,650.00
Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 8,000.00
Librarian 1,800.00
InItltution librarian 1,800.00

Total $16,000.00

1171

Budpt
Estimated
1916-1917
$5,000.00

....00
700.00

2,400.00
600.00
800.00

8,650.00
8,000.00
1,800.00
1,800.00

$19,760.00

,.......
$2,800.00

....00
850.00

$8,750.00



LIBRARIES NOT SUPPORTED BY TAXATION

TOWN Population Volume. Patrollll LIBRARIAN

Beaftr en-inc..... 54' '50 •• Mrs. Annia Bame.
Blair............... 2.... 1,200 25 Edith Scluo.allng
Brid~rt .......... 541 68' 50 Mrs. Roee Jellord.
Clay enter ......... 1,065 700 500 Kat~p~raon
Creighton ........... 1,878 300 '00 Mrs. k oore
Decatur' ............ 782 ..... .... . . ............. . ...
Edcar'············· . 1.... ..... . ... idri.L B~ 'IGob ....Exeter .............. 91. ... ...
1.eIinrton........... 2,069 800 " E. C. Newland
Murray............. 188 297 '85 Pauline Oldham
Nelaon .............. '7. 1,20' .09 Mrs. Dora Mauek
Oak ................ 287 500 .iis Reate; 'w~~ic)~ .....0pllaIa............. 54. 170
Orieanl ............. 942 ... 50 Mn. Geo. allaee
Palmyra ............ ... 222 .... Mrs. Kate Burton
Pender.............. ... 1,000 50 Eleanor Mwn,y
Randolph ........... 1,187 1,027 ,06 Nella A. Thorodike
Salem .............. 891 857 50 Irene~urloek
Shubert ......... ... . ." 140 .... MrlI. . E. Shook
Waterloo............ 40' 57' .... Lillian Coatel
W&y1ide............ 89 188 ,. MrlI. F. S. Baird
Weepina: W.ter ...... 1,067 I ... .... Mrs. Mary JamMOn

IFaDed to report.

SCHOOL AND COLLEGE LIBRARIES.
SCHOOL Location VolumES Librari.n

Luther College .......... Wahoo.......... ',000 Aleda JohllllOn
Bellevue College ......... Bellevue......... '.500 Uda M. Churclilll
Brownell Hall ........... Omah........... 1,180 Ethel Dietrich
Cotner Univeraity ....... Bethany ......... 3,840 J08ie Somera
Creighton Univerllity ..... Omaha .......... 46,000 W. T. Killiella
Doane CDll~........... Crete........... 13,oa Cbriatio.n Diek
Grand Islan Collep..... Grand Island .... 7,200 Harriet Craig
H:::.::r,.CoU............ Haatinp ........ ',000 .................
Neb Wesleyan...... Univeni~ Plaee. 7,749 May Inc_
Union Collace........... College iew....• '.000 Leo Thiel
York Collqe............ york ............ ',OlIO Helen Sailing
Chadron State Normal ... Chadron ........ 2,063 Mabel Harris
Kearney State Normal ... Kearney ......... 10,435 Anna V. lenninga
Peru State Normal....... Pero ............ 22,668 Elva Rulon
Wayne State Normal ..... W.yne.......... 8,995 Mra. Anna B~ht
University of Nebruka... lincoln ......... , 116.008 Malcolm. G. ,.

STATE LIBRARIES

DEPARTMENT Location Volumee Head of Department

State Library.............. Lincoln .... 69,480 H. C. Lindsay
PubUc Library CommiaBion .. Lincoln .... 18,479 Charlotte Templeton
Lerialative Referenee Bureau. Lincoln .... 1~50 A. E. Sheldon
State Hiatorical Society ..... Lincoln .... 51,700 C. S. Paine
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In order to IIE!e how OW' Library Commiaaion work and library eonditiora in Nebruka eompare with thoM of other
atat81, ~"! give below .me ltatiatica from neighboring IUtea. We have taken the rural population statistics of the eenws
as a bula of eomparialon for traveling library work, since the U. S. census daaae. as rural all population in the eountry
and in towns of _ than 2,600, which ill the popu1l.tion Rrved by the traveling library. It will be aeen (rom theIe
eompan.tive statiatlca that Nebruka ranb very ereditably in her library eonditioDl.

'~l
v_ N__ N__ N__

N....... No. PIlbIle

J':~
""-' •

N__ v_ .. N__ - ........ ........
orATE ._- A_

Th_ v_ -"'" ~
...... ...... _10,000"0_ - ~~ .... "'" -...=- ...... ...... To. ToW.... ...., .v_ V-. Pzr, ' , - Pr, ' tfm.... , , ......."

IAdiaM ..••.•••.. 1,1oo,r1ll 1,611,OU 'l2.llOO.oo ...... ...... 00. ... ... ,.,
'" ,II

1_.............. 1,IU,711 1,1U,111 11.000.00 ...'" 11,181 00,' .,. 1,189 L> 115 ,n
.u:s.u.-ta..•.... 1,07&.1"08 t.tU,414 18,&00.00 ",... ",,", ,",,' , 11,480 , " ..
lI'-ut.......... 8,298,836 1,894,618 1,100-00 15,004 15,700 SA , ." ... .. ,01

North Dakota .•••. 671,GU 118,820 8,,000.00 10,840 8,116 15.8 ," ... ,," .. ,"
-WlooclMbl ........ .....,... 1.82UCO ........... ..... ..... .... ,., 1,001 ." '" .11

N.............. 1,11t,J14 ....... ....... ",'" 1:1,7a ..., ,., ','" ,. " ....



TAX SUPPORTED LIBRARIES •

p"
PLACE Population Lovy Income Volumes Patrons Circulation Capita LIBRARIAN

Circul.

Alnsworth ......... 1,046 2 S3OO.00 1,667 ... 6,859 ••• Mn. Anna T. Toliver
Albion ............ 1.... 11 600.00 2.600 'SO 8,610 ... Mfa. Jennie GrMon
AlllaDce ........... 3,106 2 1,300.00 2,464 2,449 12,911 '.1 Mn. Nellie Wi180n
Alma............. 1.... 3 ....00 2.000 .92 '.860 ••• Mn. Jennie Taylor
~d........... 1,879 2 600.00 2,010 810 7,170 6.2 Erma lAuchlin
Auburn ........... 2,729 1 600.00 1,100 91. ..... 1.8 LillWi Scofield
Aurora............ 2.'" 11 UOO.OO '.003 1.800 21,6001 8.2 Li.lli&n Moore
Batrice........... 9,366 2 3,000.00 18,866 2.... 38,997 '.1 Francee Morton
Bloomfield ......... 1~" • 600.00 800 1.. ..... • ... Mn. L. G. Croaby
Broken Bow ....... 2,260 • 1,100.00 2,450 '00 9,8601 '.1 Emily Roberteon
llurwell ........... 816 3 600.00 ,.. 68' 6,240' '.8 Ruth Hobon
Carroll ............ 882 1 SO." 300 36 ... . • ... Mn. J. H. Melick:
Cedar Rapids ...... 57. ...... . .... ......• Edith L. Melvin.i,OOo·.oo ... . . ..
Central City ....... 2,428 2 2,372 1,812 7,098 2.' Margaret Andenon
Chadron........... 2,687 • 1,280.00 2,124. 618 12,236 ••• Mra. Ells. O'L. Smith
CoUere Vl8W....... J....8 8 " 750.00 U12 948 2,O~~j 1.. Hattie Abbott;
CoIumbUll ......... 6,oa PI. 2,000.00 3,678 1,221 17,5f.0 S.2 Clara Boward
Crawford .......... 1,823 2 4SO.OO 92. 240 2,895 2.1 Mra. Nelle Shumway
Crete............. 2,405 2 1,000.00 ..... 8" 8,021 ... Chriltian Dick
D....td City ........ 2,177 1 426.00 8,619 ... '.000 ..2 Lillian SimpldM
De.Witt ........... ." 2 j 3".00 1,200 470 6,0001 , Marie Carmichael
Fakb~ .......... '015,294 2 . 2~OOO.00 4,642 1,332 27,1751 '.1 M::& MoQuaid
FaUfiel ........... 1,064 • 600,00 1,199 .S6 .... . .• Em' Fowler
Fal1I City......... 8,266 11 ,\1.800.00 7,000 92. 30,791. ••• Mary Butchinp
~ont........... 8,718 2,500.00 8.'" 1.... 85,0001_ • Florence Wella
.......d ..........•. 1,261 8 700.00 ... ..... ......• ... SadieMa.ier
PuDerton........ _. 1.688 2 600.00 1.807 ... 13,943 ... Mn. Maude JolmltoD
o..va............ 1,74.1 8 1,000.00 2,812 66' 7,137 '.1 Nellie Williama
GeDoe........••.•• 1,876 2 250.00 907 166 ...... • ... Mna. C. H. Shie&dI
G~ ........... 1"'1 2 1,000.00 1,331 82. 7,172 ••• Mattie Pterot



TAX SUPPORTED L1BRARIES-{CocadDaed)

"'"PLACE p- Levy Income VolU1D81 PatroDi C""""",,, Capita LIBIWUAN
Ch<uL

Orand Itland ...... 10,826 .1 2,200.00 6,729 2,051 22.i77 2.' Dally Houck1IariIn_........ l,il8 1,000.00 ',2" 282 ......• ... Mra. B. R.dy_.......... ..... • 1,600.00 6,li15 '.000 81,ll87 ... Mra.IdaCapa»
lIa~.......... 2.... 2 1,200.00 2,871 ..... 9,1581 '.6 Mra. s.le Smith
B................. '.080 2 1,288.00 ',27' 1,026 12,i9O U Mra. H. E. BuM
................... m 2 \ ...... ... 276 ......• ... Joel WarDeI'
HQlDboIdt ......... 1,176 2 ...... 2.... '.000 ...... 6.' _1.J[,~""""'.•.•...•.•. 6,202 2 2,350." 10,000 ..... ".000 7.7 _PuliDo
LearIiI ............ ... • ...... 562 ... 2..... • R.L.LotIuop
UacoIn............ ".9'12 .. ... 9,700.00 36,896 1l,83li 199,091 ••• LuluB.....
LouaviDe.......... 77' • 170.00 768 ... 2,1ii71 ... Edlth=McCook........... 8,765 2 1,100.00 5,it6 4,197 10,962 2.' G.... W
1f1lCilloa........... 1,708 • 1,000.00 1,94.9 ',28' ..... .., Anna Ilau
Miadeb ........... ..... 2 ...... 2,760 1,050 9,781 6.2 Mra. HelenS~
NebnIka City ..... 15,i88 '1 1,600.00 6.809 1,088 115.000'- 2.7 Anna SteveDIonN::'f.1.. .. ..... it ...... 2,400 ... 10,177 6.' Mra. Carrie M. JOnei
N olk ........... 6,1215 1,800.00 2.... ..... li,8I51 2.' Helen Lobdell
NOf'th Bead........ 1,105 • 720." ..... ... 6,8715 '.7 Law-a Room!.
North Platte....... 4.793 '1 1,800.00 3.a.O ..... 14,4OQ1 • Mra. Mary 0081
ChDaba............ 124,096 ... 80,000.00 97,515 21),313 287,174 ... Edith TOOitt
O'N.oJI ........... 2.... • ...... ... ..... ......• .. . MaymeCcdey
~............ 1,1015 1 2150.00 890 215 ......• Martha Henmann
hwnee City....... 1,610 1,068.00 2,2<' '.000 11,022 7'.6 Myrtle ParIdDIon.................. ',200 21 ...... 1,211 2.. 2.... ... Mra. Belle Cate
Plainview.......... ... • ...... 1,800 .., 6,010 6.' Bertha Weinprtner
Plattlmoutb ....... 4,287 '1 9150.00 15.1il 1,700 17,146 • C. OUve JCltlM
Poaea............. ..... • 460.00 ..... 820 ..... ••• MILl(. Llpe
~UJfLer........... 2,152 21 1,100.00 2,776 1,781 ...... ••• _WhooI•
Seribntr.......... ...... .i.092·.OO ..... ..... .. . V... _

Seward............ 2,106 '1 ..." ...... 8,'" ... .... lW1e Schlck



TAX SUPPORTED LlBRARIES-(Contlnued)

p"
PLACE Population Lovy Income Volumee Patrons CI=lation Capita LmRARlAN

Clrcul.

Sbel.tonl . ...... ... . 1,462 2 1,200.00 2,664 886 6,885 • M~:Con.itUce Co;bett'Sidney . ........... 1,186 8 ........ 1,008 1'" ...... • ...
South Omaha ...... 26,269 ...... 5,000.00 ',28' 2,787 37,801 1.' MI"I. Grace PinneD
S_........... 687 1 100.00 .00 '" ...... • V""Loe. ..
Stanton . .......... 1,842 ...... 800.00 1,8" 68 ...... • ... Ellie Strahle
S................. 704 2 800.00 982 Pi i!- 6.8 MI"I. Rhoda Rice..................... 2,106 ...... 700.00

~
11 MnI. Lucy Conn

Sutton . ........... 1,702 2 ....00 i:500 6.8 Ida RoI1&nd

~::.::::::::
842 1 200.00 I,'" ... I.' Grace Barbee... 2 200.00 888 86. 2,077 '.6 Mrs. C. TimeD

TeeumIeb ........ . 1,748 2 600.00 2,747 596 6,942 8.. Mrs. Mary Appelcet
Wake6e1d ........ . 861 1 150.00 1,702 6" 4,547 6.. Mfi. Sina Hypee
Wayne ........... . 2,140 8 1,100.00 2.600 1,171 11,357 6.8 Mn. Eva Dari.
WilMlide . .......... .'" 8 304.00 1,100 800 4,050 ••• MI"I. Emma Dyuri;
Wiener ........... . 1,081 1 235.00 1,596 . .... ......• JellieKay. ..
Wood River. ...... "6 1 650.00 2,174 .01 4,962 6.2 Anna Hom
york....... ....... 6,236 2 2,278.68 6,719 8,469 24,156 8.8 Lorena WilBon._.

"l'OWMhip.
I()rnnbed'" than. year._.........

:a-n, Dundee and RalRon have an wted. • library tu: and. w:IlJ. ClOntraet with the Omaha
Pablie Ubrary for ita privUeca

Gotbenburr and Harvud have J.-d Hbrar7 oldizwlC:_ and han.eh made a 8 mill ~, bat
ba.. DOt yet orp.njud their Iibrari•.


