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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

To His Excellency, John H. Morehead, Governor of Nebraska:

DeAr Sir: Complying with the requirement of the law, I herewith present
the report of the Public Library Commission for the biennium ending No-
vember 30, 1914.

Respectfully yours,

F. L. HALLER, President.



§1 o w af

2®

ﬂ‘wn i

L)
. REC€Y APASA

&
e & »

sCx

L

CHEF EANR

.I.n-?u somEw "“.ﬂ"

o

e,

L0 & PlgARFIELD -‘L‘Q

L LI S
GAamDEn| M= P ¥R R e -\Lcag.

. ] Lot & "

3 ulsl

s TL LA

e
|‘T

wFA

@&
c w s " "
# nERMA g ° s
o‘o 3
o k

w rPEA
o® ®

@
AT

A

L &L

\al I-I.!

oL.0.-

ALLW

£
\J

:.-

Map of Nebraska ShowingPlaces to which Books were Sent During the Biennium



NEBRASKA PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMISSION

Report for the biennium, December 1, 1912, to November 30, 1914

To foster the public library development of the state, to act as a public
library for the state at large, and to supervise the libraries in the state insti-
tutions: these are the functions of the Public Library Commission. The
following report covers the work of the Commission in these three lines of
activity for the past two years.

Since our last report the Library Commission has suffered the loss of
Dr. W. K. Jewett who died on March 3, 1913. Dr. Jewett was one of the most
interested members of the Commission and his genial presence and ready
counsel have been greatly missed at the meetings. Mr. Maleolm G. Wyer, as
librarian of the State University, has taken Dr. Jewett’s place on the Com-
mission and brings to it a wide experience and deep interest in library prob-
lems.

Miss Guess Humphrey, for eight years in charge of the traveling library
department, resigned in October, 1914 in order to join her family in Miss-
issippi. It was with much regret that the Commission accepted her resignation,
for her efficiency has been a strong factor in building up the traveling library
work. Miss Juliet Vore, formerly of the Lincoln City Library, was appointed
to take Miss Humphrey's place and began work on October 15.

From the time of its establishment the Commission has been under the
necessity of giving up its rooms during the legislative sessions. As its work
grew, this became inereasingly difficult until at last it seemed inperative that
permanent quarters be secured. In the already crowded State House it was
not easy to find rooms but the Board of Public Lands and Buildings agreed to
fit up two basement rooms for the Commission and they were ready for occu-
pancy in the summer of 1914. Although the space is insufficient and the
approach to the rooms from inside the building is bad, still the quarters are
fairly satisfactory and better than any which the Commission has had pre-
viously.

The Secretary has attended the meetings of the American Library As-
sociation in Kaaterskill, N. Y. in 1913, The League of Library Commissions
in Chicago in 1914, the State Library Association in 1913 and 1914, the Con-
ference of Charities and Corrections in 1913 and 1914 and the State Federation
of Woman's Clubs in 1913 and 1914,
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Public Libraries

A large part of the work of the Library Commission is promoting the
establishment, growth, and improvement of public libraries in the state.
Through correspondence and personal visits, advice is given on every possible
question of library development from the phrasing of the library ordinance
to the planning of the library building. From the time when a group of citizens
begins agitating the public library question, the Library Commission stands
ready to give them the benefit of wide experience, to save them from the
blunders which others have made and to point the way to successful library
administration. While the Commission acts merely in an advisory capacity
and can only suggest what seem the best methods, it is gratifying to know that
jts suggestions are usually followed and that a library which has been helped
over the first difficult place turns to the Commission thenceforth with its
problems.

The rate of growth and the condition of the libraries of the state are
satisfactory. During the last two years, libraries have been established in
Cedar Rapids, Gothenburg, Hartington, Harvard, Hooper, Beaver Crossing,
Creighton, Murray, Salem, Wayside, and Shubert, while Benson, Dundee,
and Ralston have made levies in order to contract with Omaha for the use of
its library. The libraries at Auburn, Crawford, Friend, Fullerton, Sidney,
Spalding, and Stanton, previously established and maintained by clubs or
library associations, have become tax supported libraries.

There are now only three towns of over 2,000 population which have not
made provision for public libraries. These are University Place, Wymore and
Wahoo. In all of these places, however, the question is receiving serious con-
sideration. There are only 17 towns with a population of over 1,000 which have
no libraries. Appreciation of the work of the library is shown in increased
levies. The average levy is now 2 mills as compared with 1.7 mills of two

years ago, while 18 towns have levied 3 mills which is the maximum.

The following towns have received gifts for library buildings from Mr-
Carnegie in the specified amounts: Bloomfield, $5,000; Broken Bow, $10,000;
Burwell, $5,000; College View, $7,500; Columbus, $13,000; Crete, $10,000;
Fairfield, $6,000; Fullerton, $7,000; Hartington, $10,000; O’Neill, $10,000;
Shelton, $8,000; Sidney, $6,000; Stanton, $8,000; Gothenburg, $8,000;
Harvard, $6,000; while J. W. Gilbert has given the town of Friend $7,000 for
a library building. There are now 55 library buildings completed or under
construction.

As an instance of what a rural community can do in maintaining a library,
I wish to cite the case of Murray. Murray is a village in Cass County which
the census credits with 183 inhabitants. Two years or more ago the people
of Murray organized a library association reaching far out into the country
for members. The village not being incorporated and Cass County not having
township organization it was impossible for them to vote a tax for the support
of the library and some other means for its support had to be devised. It was
decided to issue membership tickets at $1.00 a year, a family membership
entitling each member of the family to a library card, and to issue other cards
at ten cents a month. They rented a small two room building and furnished
it from their own homes. Wall book shelves, tables and chairs, rugs and
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curtains male the front room a cheerful reading room while the back room is
a complete kitchen with cook stove, dishes and cooking utensils. Entertain-
ments had netted a small sum for the first purchase of books and with these and
a few donations and a traveling library from the state they opened the library.

In solving the problem of maintaining the library another problem is
being solved: the problem of the social life of the community. Musicales,
kensingtons, and amateur plays, bring the people together for wholesome
recreation at the same time that they net the library a goodly sum for the book
fund. A monthly evening meeting of the association is held throughout the
winter at which public questions are discussed, with substantial refreshments
following the discussion. A story hour is held on Saturday so that the country
children can attend. A lyceum course of five good entertainments is conducted
every winter. A reading club of women is doing systematic study. The
library is even doing extension work in the neighboring district schools, sending
out small collections of books from its own shelves; and when a particularly
successful entertainment has been given in the village it is sometimes repeated
in the distriet school houses for the benefit of the country people.

In answer to the question as to whether it is all worth while one of the
chief workers says, “When you see selfishness giving way to charity and that
wall of prejudice melt under the rays of understanding; when you hear the
conversation change from petty gossip to a discussion of the book they were
reading or the thought they have made their own; when you are able to place
in the hand of some lonely one a story that will cause him to forget his present
condition; when the heroes or heroines of our best writers are becoming the
ideals of your children and you are opening up a world to them that money
cannot buy; when you feel a peace and contentment that you never experienced
before, you know that you are really doing something worthy of consideration
and you will say that it is all worth while.”

From considering the library undertaking at Murray we are led to a con-
sideration of what is now the chief problem in the library development of the
state, rural library extension. Our towns, as we have shown, are fairly well
provided with libraries, but towns, in an agricultural state, are after all merely
centers of rural communities and any complacency which we may feel over the
number of town libraries is dispelled at once when we consider that the libraries
in these towns, in these rural centers, are not serving the farming communities
around them; that there are hundreds of villages in the state too small to
maintain libraries and that only 229, of the people of the state are taxing
themselves for library purposes. The time has certainly come to do away
with the city limits as a boundary for the district served by and supporting
the public library and to substitute the limits of the township or the county.
Not until we have a strong system of county libraries can the publie library
«come to its full development and serve not 22 % but 1009 of our citizens.

A levy on a whole county, so slight as to cause no perceptible increase in
each individual's taxes, would maintain a library in a state of efficiency im-
possible at present for our small libraries hampered by the insufficient revenue
of a village or town tax. It would enable a county to have the services of a
thoroughly trained librarian whose business it would be to see that the whole
county, to its farthest corners, received the benefits of a well selected, well
administered library. Instead of the rural school library, at present too often
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a scant collection of books, selected by a teacher whose opportunity to know
books is limited, and so ill-cared for that a year or two sees the books lost or in
tatters, each school would be a deposit station of the county public library,
where there would be kept a choice collection of books so that no child on the
remotest farm would grow up without an acquaintance with the very best
in literature. Reading rooms in towns now unable to support them, books
made easy of access in groups placed at different points in the county, or by
parcels post from the central library, or even possibly by a rural book delivery
wagon such as is used in the Washington county, Maryland, library;: a large
central collection of books well chosen and well cared for; these are the pos-
gibilities in a county library and all at such a slight expense as to be barely felt
by the average taxpayer.

The possible effect of a county library on libraries already established
seems to be looked upon with misgivings by some libraries fearful of losing
their own identity. However under the provisions of the law any town already
maintaining a library may be exempt from the county levy and keep its
separate library organization, while it may, in so doing, also contract with the
county library for such participation in its benefits as may be desired. A clear
understanding of these provisions of the law should do away with any opposi-
tion on the part of the libraries.

To make possible the easy establishment of county libraries it will be
necessary to amend our present law which has a provision that the question
of establishing a county library must be submitted to the voters at a general
election. All library workers know that the number of town libraries would
be decidedly less were it necessary to submit the question of establishing them
to the voters of the town. With no experience in the benefits to be derived
from a library and moved by the ever present fear of raising taxes, the voters
would defeat many a public library project, whereas if a library were once
established and operated successfully for a number of years, the same citizens
would heartily support it. In amending the law it is proposed to give the
county commissioners the same power to establish libraries that is now
possessed by the city council.

With a satisfactory law and the rural communities awakening to the
need of libraries, as is evident from the case of Murray and one or two town-
ships, we should enter upon a period of rural library development worthy of
a rich and progressive agricultural state.

Nebraska Library Association.

One of the strongest factors in raising the level of library work in the
state is the State Library Association, with which the Library Commission
co-operates closely. The Secretary of the Commission, from her acquaintance
with the needs of the various libraries of the state, knowing their weaknesses
as well as their strength, is able to assist the executive committee of the State
Association to arrange programs which result in the greatest practical help
to all.

Two successful meetings of the Association have been held in the past
biennium, one at Omaha in 1913 and the other in Geneva in 1914. The meet-
ing at Geneva was in itself an index to the library development of the state.
Even a decade ago such a meeting would have been impossible. There was
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not at that time a town of less than 2,000 population with a beautiful library
building in which to entertain the State Association; it would have been im-
possible to get together sixty library workers; and that there should be publie
library almost 500 miles from Omaha to furnish us with a president was
unthought of.

These annual meetings do more than furnish the librarians with short
cuts and practical hints: they bring together librarians in every line of library
work, the trained and the untrained, and they get from their association with
each other a bigger idea of library work and a fine professional spirit. The
standards of the untrained are raised to approximate those of the trained, the
librarian of the village library, in meeting the city librarian, finds that after
all they are striving to the same end; and the cataloguer and the filing clerk
see the human reason for the whole machine.

Appreciating the benefits of the Library Association, the Commission
decided to hold district meetings from time to time in different localities, to
bring together the librarians who seldom find it possible to attend the state
meetings. The first district meeting was held in Norfolk in April, 1914 with
eight libraries represented by librarians and trustees. The meeting lasted two
days and consisted of informal discussion of the problems most pressing in all
public libraries, book selection, work with schools, the library budget, and
library advertising. Members of the Library Commission, Miss Tobitt of
Omaha and Miss Drake of Sioux City assisted in the discussions. The meet~
ing was an unqualified success and it is planned to hold a number of such
meetings this year.

Traveling Libraries

The most direct service of the Library Commission to the people of the
state is through traveling libraries. Loans of books which vary in size from a
single volume to a collection of one hundred or more are made to individuals
or groups of people who are without adequate public library facilities. The
work of the department grows steadily and apparently is limited only by the
supply of books. The requests each year far exceed the supply and we must
greatly enlarge our collection of books if we are to meet the demands made
upon us and if we are to do, with any degree of completeness, the work for
which the Commission was created.

During the biennium we have sent out 40,692 volumes in response to
1962 requests. This is an increase of 349 in volumes and 509, in requests
over last biennium. We might easily have increased the number of volumes
by 509, were it not for the scarcity of books which has made it necessary to
gend the fewest possible number of books in response to each request in order
to make the books go around. A consultation of the map in the front of this
report will show the geographical distribution of the loans and it will be noted
that there are very few counties to which we have not sent books. The in-
creasing number of books sent to the sparsely settled parts of thestateisgratify-
ing. Some go to places many miles from a railroad, often to a country school,
where through the school and the religious services held in the school house on
Sundays they reach the people of a large territory. Mere statistics mean
little—so many books to so many places conveys little idea of the results of our
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work. They are, in a measure, to be read in our letter files; in the letters for
instance, from a homesteader’s wife, or from a Sunday-achool teacher in the
sand hills, or from the members of a country woman’s club, or from a rural
school teacher teaching his first school; from these and many others come
letters of appreciation which make the work of the traveling library seem a
vital force for good in the state.

It is the policy of the Library Commission to co-operate in every possible
way with all the educational agencies of the state; with the extension depart-
ment of the State University and the State Agricultural School, with the
woman’s elubs, and debating societies. For the extension course given by the
American history department of the University there is always a steady
demand for books, while we have been swamped by the requests for books for
the extension courses in Home Economics outlined by Miss Loomis and Mrs.
Davisson.

In past years we have had so many requests from high school students for
material for graduating essays, on such unsuitable subjects very often, that
a year ago we prepared a list of suggestive titles and sent it out to all the
high schools of the state. It met a ready response and we had considerable
satisfaction, when supplying material for the essays, in knowing that we were
directing the attention of our boys and girls to subjects for profitable study
and discussion.

Admitting books to parcels post has greatly lessened the expense of
carriage on small groups of books and doubtless will increase our work with
individuals and study clubs. At first we feared that we might have difficulty
in collecting the postage due on outgoing packages but we find that borrowers
seldom neglect to send it in. Not only is it cheaper to send books by parcels
post than by express but it is much more convenient, particularly for our
patrons who live at a considerable distance from the railroad and express
office, but whose mail is delivered every day by Uncle Sam.

Publicity

While believing firmly in advertising for educational as well as com-
mercial enterprises, we have always been in a position of hardly daring to
advertise since we were already taxed to the limit of our resources. However,
we do feel that it is desirable to let the people of the state know what is being
done by the departments maintained by state appropriations and each year
we have had an exhibit at the State Fair which has given us an opportunity
to meet many of our old patrons, and talk to any one who might be interested.
This year we were given a very good booth in the new building which gave us
plenty of space to display our posters, maps and books. We are convinced of
the value of the State Fair exhibit. This fall we have already had 125 inquiries
for information in regard to traveling libraries and have sent out many hooks
which we can definitely trace to our State Fair exhibit while there are doubt-
less others which might be traced to it.

Our friends do a good deal of advertising for us. An occasional reference
to our work in the editorial columns of the agricultural papers, or by instructors
at teachers’ institutes or by county superintendents in their circular letters
always brings results.

[11]



If we had more books to send out and could make a systematic campaign
to let the people of the state know what we were doing, we could easily double
our work in the next biennium.

SUMMARY OF TRAVELING LIBRARY LOANS

f

School
¥ Publie and College | Study Clubs | Individuals | Charitable Total
Libraries Libraries Institutions

S AR O AR Y T
Loaned|illed| Loaned| Pilled|Loaned| Filled |Loaned|Filled quests|Loaned

fir
15

8
;

169 | 8,336 loa|1z,m 180 | L,177 | 1,082 | 5447 | 10 | 288 | 1,962 | 40,590

STATE INSTITUTION LIBRARIES

Since April 1, 1911, the Library Commission has had supervision of the
libraries in the state institutions and to it has been made the appropriation
for their maintenance. Their progress in the past two years is set forth in the
following report by Miss Florence Waugh who has the work in charge.

Library work in our state institutions has been developing steadily and
we feel that the library as a part of the institution is growing in popularity.
Everywhere the books and periodicals are well used. This biennium, aside from
purchasing books, we have subscribed quite largely to periodicals, as in this
way our readers are able to keep in touch with the outside world.

At the Boys’ Industrial School at Kearney, it is necessary to duplicate our
list in order to supply each of the play rooms of the different cottages with
magazines, a8 & main reading room seems to be impracticable. The following
periodicals are provided for the boys: St. Nicholas, Youths' Companion,
Travel, National Georgaphic, Scientific American and Supplement, Technical
World, Popular Mechanics, World's Work, Field and Stream, Outing, Country
Gentleman, Saturday Evening Post, Boy Life, American Boy and Little
Folks.

The possibility of a reading room in one of our state hospitals for the
insane is something that we are eagerly anticipating. At the Lincoln State
Hospital the beautiful new recreation room is to be used on trial as a general
reading room, and the experiment will be watched with great interest. The
current numbers of the periodicals will be used here, the back numbers being
sent to the wards in our present plan. We will endeavor to obtain all news-
papers from the home counties of the patients and will also use attractive
illustrated books here. Attendants will be in charge, and we expect a great
deal of pleasure to be taken by the patients from this room. It issignificant
that in our three state hospitals, Norfolk with the smallest number of patients,
has the largest book circulation. We think this is in a large measure due to
the fact that the patients are allowed there to come to the library and make
their own selection. At Ingleside, the number of attendants who take ad-
vantage of the library is gratifying.

The circulation of periodicals in the penitentiary, so that the men would
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STATE INSTITUTION LIBRARIES

% EXPENDITURES

INSTITUTION Average | Volumes | Circula Magazines Printing | Supplies

Population Monthly and Books and and
Newspapers Binding | Travel
P L eme e R e 336 3,316 1,141 $124.50 $313.06 | $1480 | ......
Soldiers’ Home, Burkett. .............. 483 1,305 190 62.52 95.31 . e ey
Soldiers’ Home, Milford. . . ............ 132 Ll i e 18.25 L O e s
State Hospital, Lincoln. . .............. 678 612 261 184.10 s ol e SR i P
State Hospital, B e e 1,093 776 e S 284.15 TR St
State Hospital, Norfolk................ 419 536 276 69.95 Lop o p S e
Bm' Industrial School. ............... 157 980 452 101.20 199.24 08s. F .
Girls’ Industrial School . ............... 82 710 A s 34.75 MTIAT | e
Wc T R R R e 90 858 321 54.21 201.10 IR
R A R S 164 1,634 o Il e 175.25 1586 - =T
Home for Feeble Minded. . . ........... 453 372 106 38.40 189.86 h T SE R,
Industrial Home for Women............ 94 249 80 27.80 158.10 LS e
Hospital for Tuberculous............... 21 179 20 61.10 S04 == i &




receive regularly the magazines they wished most to see, has been a problem.
If a man wants to read the Scientific American, the Saturday Evening Post
is not a satisfactory substitute or vice verse. The men were asked to select
from a list, the five magazines they would like most to receive. From these
requests we have compiled lists of the mens’ names by consecutive cell number.
These lists are pasted on the cover of the magazine with the request that they
be kept not longer than three days and passed on. The magazines are now
circulating in this manner. The book circulation—1141, a monthly average—
shows the use the men make of the books. The total circulation for the bien-
nium was 27,390 and of this 32.87% was non-fiction. We are trying to build
up an interesting and practical collection of non-fiction to encourage the men
to use their time profitably. We welcome any request from the men for non-
fiction not in the library. If it is a book that will be of permanent value to
the library it is purchased, if not it is borrowed from the city or University
library. A supplement of books purchased during the biennium was printed
and added to the catalogs. We have been very fortunate in the assistance we
have had at the penitentiary, our present librarian and his predecessors giving
splendid service.

In writing of his library work with the men at the penitentiary, one of our
former librarians says, “ A prison library can be the drive wheel on the engine
of discipline.” This same man, whose first introduction to a library was in
our state prison, after his release sent in from one of our far western counties
for a traveling library for the girls and boys of the community. The books had
to be hauled thirty miles from the railroad. This fall he sent for another
library and sent an additional request for books for the nearest school. Still
later, another request was received from this same district. We are proud
indeed of the work this man is voluntarily doing and to know that his interest
in libraries is a permanent one,

Newspapers and periodicals are popular at the libraries in our Soldiers’
Homes. At Burkett, there is a good book circulation, especially in the winter
months. The library is used more here than at Milford on account of having
a librarian who receives a small salary for his services and who devotes regular
time each day to his work.

The librarian at the Hospital for the Tuberculous, one of the patients, is
taking a correspondence course in library work through the Commission
office. She is now cataloging the books in the hospital library.

At the Industrial Home for Women we are trying to awaken an interest
in helpful books by buying cook-books, gardening books, books on nursing
sewing, ete.

The books in the library at the State Home for Feeble-Minded are much
appreciated by the children. We find these children wonderfully responsive
to story-telling, listening with the interest of normal children, and remember-
ing for months afterwards a story told. That a story has the power to con~
centrate and hold their attention suggests that a librarian might be a valuable
addition to the teaching force in schools for this class of children.

The library room at the Girls' Industrial School at Geneva had to be
given up on account of overcrowded conditions, but the books, which are
temporarily divided among the school rooms, are to be shelved in a new build-
ing being erected.
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We are also to have a room in a new building at the School for the Deaf, in
which we will have a collection of beautiful picture books for small children.
In no other institution do we consider a library more important than here,
and when one realizes what books must mean to the deaf, it is a matter of
wonder that the library is not more emphasized in schools for the deaf generally.
We want reading to be a pleasure, not a task, to the deaf children in our state
and to accomplish this it is necessary to create a love for books among the
little children. There is a good collection of books at Omaha, but the library
is almost too small to use for a reading room. The older children can take the
books from the library, but the little ones who are hardly old enough to be
responsible for the care of books, have not been able to have library privileges.
It is for these that the new room has been planned, and we hope here to intro-
duce all the little children to the many joys of “Story-book Land.”

At the Orthopedic Hospital, the library work has been especially satis-
factory. Dr. H. W. Orr, the superintendent, is deeply interested in the educa-
tion of erippled children, and after our library had been established two years,
he thought the importance of the work justified the appointment of a librarian
who would devote her entire time to the library, and Miss Eva Colby was
appointed. Miss Colby is particularly well qualified for her work, as she was
a patient at the hospital for several years and intimately understands the needs
of her patrons. She is naturally fond of books, and aside from the instruction
in library science furnished by the Commission, has taken the special course
in children’s work at the Iowa Summer Library School. Her time is divided
between the various wards of the hospital, and the library room. In each
ward, she tells stories or reads aloud once a week, and books are circulated
among the bed patients each day. The ward work is done while the children
who are able to be up are in school. A story hour is held for these children
Saturday afternoon in the library. In the new building, soon to be completed
at the hospital, the library is to occupy a beautiful, well lighted room, 238x55
on the first floor. The Commission is much pleased with the space that has
been given for the library, and expeet it to be one of the most attractive child-
ren’s rooms in the state. The Art Department of the Woman's Club has prom-
ised to furnish a handsome picture for the room, and doubtless there will be
similar contributions. The Boys’ Progressive Club hold their meetings once
in two weeks in the library. The programs consist of debates, current events,
parliamentary drill and an occasional talk on some subject of interest. The
aim of the club is to train the boys in citizenship and to direct them to profitable
reading. The club membership is constantly changing, so a good many
boys receive, we hope, some benefit and inspiration from these meetings. The
Commission is grateful to Mr. J. L. Kennard, Dr. Edwin Maxey, Mr. Cloyd
Stewart, Mr. Leslie Welsh and Mr. Victor Deakin for their assistance with
the club. Mrs. Orr has a chapter of the Camp Fire Girls at the hospital.
The law of the Camp Fire is “Seek beauty: Give service: Pursue knowledge:
Be trustworthy: Hold on to health: Glorify work: Be happy.” This organi-
zation has been planned by specialists to develop the very best in girls and to
awaken them to the true joys of living. Realizing what these clubs mean to
the girls and boys at the Orthopedie, we long to see similar ones in all of our
institutions for juveniles. We believe that a resident librarian, who had
specialized in work with children, could accomplish results of real value and
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permanent good among the children and young people in our state institutions.

The Library Commission wishes to express its appreciation of theservices
of all who are assisting—many without extra compensation—in the libraries
of our institutions. The success of our work depends in a large measure on
their efforts and we are indebted for their hearty co-operation.
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS

Volumes added, December 1, 1912, to November 30, 1914........... 3,821
Total number of volumes in library, December 1, 1914.............. 13,585
Number of volumes sent out, December 1, 1912, to December 1, 1914. 40,590
Number of requests in response to which books weresent............ 1,962
Increase in volumes sent out over last biennium....... 34%
Increase in number of requests. ..................... 50%

E R R e S a e o R ORI S it L) $2,5561.43
g L R S AR L SO L b 512,72
D RS S e L 1 RIS e L d 625.32
o L AR L L T R R N L LT 171.97
Office
Stationery, forms, ete. ... ....ovvrrieiiiiiiiaiaan $388.90
TOlopRone . . ...\ L R I e ol v s v s and 137.76
Furniture and equipment. ........ccovvviiennennns 27547
g U PSRBT G AUIET A L KRR 235.00
Exprems and drayaga. .o 0 U N  cls eana 409.00
BHPDInG DOXaN. . - 5 i o L M ARATE diatiis abe snis & o + s s 240.78
Duaes to organisations. .. ¢ o tisiae seslaises os 6.0 oo oo ns 14,00
Printed material for distribution................... 122.90 1,823.80
R ARG . . . - e 4 s s o « o = o5 s clain bl folsid o Aom 109.48
T L R 1 T UL O R i L] T 3,000.00
T R PR S e a3 B PR B < Tk 1,800.00
Soatitution Libeastan. . . . .o cc i tsasismsseesiasseassssaoossens 1,800.00
Blkate Inatititiona’ 0 0 LR RESIIRII . | e ik R bad 3,726.15
Rl L o s vt Lo v wanr s o R $15,820.87

Budget as Appropriated 1913-1915, and Estimated 1915-1917

B t Budget
W@pﬁm Estimated Increase
13-1915 1915-1917

T RN M L A L $2,200.00 $5,000.00 $2,800.00
Ly, AR b S e SR R E A 600.00 o BT PR S
BRI . . . '« i io0o ot o3 o7 ol a0 oo e 700.00 TR 1 L e,
Office expenses..............co0uunn 1,800.00 2,400.00 600.00
Extra assistance. . .....cosvivisnnes 150.00 500.00 350.00
T AT, R R R L 800.00 SO0 L
Institution libraries................. 8,6560.00 ORRO0 T L e
BEetary ... ¢ L R 8,000.00 8,00000 @ ......
2 N I SN S L) 1,800.00 RO L)L
Institution librarian................ 1,800.00 S P
¢ i - (P el G B et $16,000.00 $19,750.00 $3,750.00



LIBRARIES NOT SUPPORTED BY TAXATION

TOWN Population | Volumes | Patrons LIBRARIAN
Beaver Crossing. . ... 542 360 Mrs. Annis Barnes
o I R LR R DU ) 2,684 1,200 25 | Edith
i 541 632 60 | Mrs. Rose Jeffords
1,065 700 Ka Ep n
1,373 300 200 . Frank Moore
)y s AR (I BRI ) T R
s8N | SR TSR [ SRR IR il MRS
916 485 399 | Mrs. J. B. Klotz
2,059 800 E. C. Newland
183 297 2656 | Pauline Oldham
978 1,203 Mrs. Dora Mauck
237 -0 I IR )T KN T 7 TR )
643 170 118 | Hester Walﬁwn
942 850 Mrs. Geo. Wallace
334 Mrs. Kate Burton
804 1,000 50 | Eleanor Murray
1,187 1,027 105 | Nella A. Thorndike
391 357 60 | Irene Spurlock
311 140 Mrs. W. E. Shook
402 575 Lillian Coates
39 139 19 | Mrs. F. S. Baird
1,067 | 650 Mrs. Mary Jameson

SCHOOL Volumes Librarian

Luther College. ......... 4,000 | Aleda Johnson
Bellevue College......... 6,500 | Lida M. Churchill
Brownell Hall. .......... 1,130 | Ethel Dietrich
Cotner University. ...... 8,340 | Josie Somers
Creighton University..... 46,000 | W. T. Kinsella
Doane College. . 13,014 | Christian Diek
Grand College... .. 7,200 | Harriet Craig

i College.......... GO0R | L s el Y
Neb Wesleyan...... 7,749 | May Ingles
Vork ol (000 York 21000 | Heten Salling

or OLIeE®. .. ivovusi s 2 en

Chadron State Normal. .. 2,063 | Mabel Harris
Kearney State Normal. .. 10,435 | Anna V. Jennings
Peru State Normal..... .. P 22,663 | Elva Rulon
Wayne State Normal..... 8,995 | Mrs. Anna Bright
University of Nebraska. .. .. 116 008 Malcolm G. Wyer

STATE LIBRARIES

DEPARTMENT Location ‘ Volumes | Head of Department
State Library. .......... ...'Lincoln.... 69,480 C. Lindsay
Publie Li.brnry Commission . .| Lineoln. . 13 479 Chnﬂotte Templeton
Legislative Reference Bureau. Linecoln. . 1.250 A. E. Sheldon
State Historical Society.....| Linecoln. . 51,700 C. S. Paine

[13]
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In order to see how our Library Commission work and library eonditions in Nebraska compare with those of other
states, we give below some statistics from neighboring states. We have taken the rural population statistics of the census
as a basis of comparison for traveling library work, since the U. S. census classes as rural all population in the country
and in towns of less than 2,600, which is the population served by the traveling library.
comparative statistics that Nebraska ranks very creditably in her library conditions.

It will be seen from these

*Rural ' Volumes Number | Number Number | No. Public | No. Public
erars | ropntn i | 2 | e | SO | | e | R A S
Population | in Library

Indiana.......... 2,700,876 1,667,041 | $12,500.00 18,000 82,669 209 25 669 A2 173 64
FOWR. i iviviirevs 2,224,771 1,644,717 11,000.00 26,827 81,739 20.6 11 1,789 11 116 51
Minnesota........ 2,075,708 1,226,414 13,500.00 80,385 88,222 27.1 1 2,480 - 92 Ad
Missouri.......... 8,208,336 1,894,618 7,100.00 15,004 16,700 8.3 467 24 28 08
North Dakota..... 677,066 518,820 8,000.00 10,840 8,116 15.8 W74 288 A6 53 98
*Wisconsin........ 2,333,860 1,820,540 |....00000en 38,848 48,369 36.3 1.2 1,001 J5 150 B4
Nebraska.........| 1192214 | 8s1862 | 800000 | 18685 | 21762 | 247 | 16 1,126 12 76 688

*Figures taken from 1912 report.



TAX SUPPORTED LIBRARIES

Per

PLACE Population| Levy Income Volumes | Patrons |Circulation g;;g:ia LIBRARIAN
Ainsworth......... 1,045 2 $£300.00 1,657 342 5,859 5.6 | Mrs. Anna T. Toliver
BN i 1,684 14 600.00 2,500 780 8,510 5.3 | Mrs. Jennie Gradon
Alllamee. . ......... 3,105 2 1,300.00 2,464 2,449 12,911 4.1 Mrs. Nellie n
ST e e 1,066 3 543.00 2,000 692 3,860 3.6 | Mrs. Jennie Taylor
Ashland........... 1,879 | 2 600.00 | 2,010 810 7,170 | 52 | Erma i
Anbten - . ....... 2,729 | 1 600.00 1,100 915 4,884 1.8 | Lillian Seofield
N, o oosisisid - 13 1,400.00 5,003 1,800 21,600t 8.2 | Lillian Moore
Beatrice........... 9,356 2 3,000.00 13,866 2,650 38,997 4.1 Frances Morton
Bloomfield......... 1,264 | 8 500.00 800 1L e ... | Mrs. L. G. Crosby
Broken Bow....... 2,260 | 3 1,100.00 2,450 300 9,360! 4.1 | Emily Robertson

T L e 916 | 8 500.00 750 569 6,240 6.8 | Ruth Holson
............ 382 1 80.00 300 35 T b Mrs. J. H. Melick

Rapids. .. ... R R BT e e e )] R T e [ T B ... | Edith L. Melvin
Central City....... 2,428 | 2 1,000.00 2,372 1,312 7,098 29 Anderson
Chadron........... 2,687 3 1,230.00 2,124 518 12,236 4.5 Mrs. Eliz. O'L. Smith
College View....... 1,608 3 v 750.00 1412 948 2,012 13 Hattie Abbott
Columbus. . ....... “5,014 17/s 2,000.00 3,673 1,221 17,540 8.2 | Clara Howard
Crawford.......... 1,323 2 430.00 925 240 2,895 2.1 Mrs. Nelle Shumway

e o ax 2405 | 2 1,000.00 4,850 375 8,021 38 | C ian Dick
David City........ 2,177 1 425.00 3,619 650 7,000 3.2 i Simpkins
PeWEE ... 675 2 | 350.00 1,200 470 5,000‘, 7 Marie Carmichael
Fairbury.......... 5,204 | 2 | +2,000.00 4,642 1,332 27,175 5.1 | Mary McQuaid
Fairfield........... 1,064 | 3 600.00 1,199 888 s 3 s Exﬁl‘gf Fowler
Falls City......... 8,266 | 1} . 1,800.00 7,000 925 30,791 9.4 | Mary Hutchings
Fremont........... 8,718 11 \2,500.00 ,002 1,624 35,0001 4 Florence Wells
L RS e e 1,261 3 700.00 s i .4 3 Mosier
Fullerton. ......... 1,688 | 2 600.00 1,807 452 13,943 8.5 | Mrs. Maude Johnson
R o ot s et 1,741 3 1,000.00 2,812 657 7,137 4.1 i
T e e i 1876 | 2 250.00 907 57 R o . ... | Mrs, C. H. Shields
R 1,261 ' 2 1,000.00 1,331 626 7,172 54




TAX SUPPORTED LIBRARIES—(Continued)

Per
PLACE Population | Levy Income | Volumes | Patrons |Circulation gapita LIBRARIAN
Grand Island 10,326 ¥ 2,200.00 6,729 2,051 22,477 2.1 | Daisy Houck
Hartington. . ...... 1,418 | 3 1,000.00 1,250 L L ... | Mrs. B.
Hastings. . ........ ,338 1 1,5600.00 6,145 4,000 31,387 3.3 Mrs. Ida Capps
Havelock.......... 2,680 | 2 1,200.00 2,371 1,404 9,681 8.6 | Mrs. Susie Smith
Holdrege. ......... 3,030 | 2 1,288.00 3,276 1,026 12,490 4.1 | Mrs. H. E. Bush
D T e e 741 | 2 480.00 338 - | : ... | Joel Warner
Humboldt. ........ 1,176 | 2 \,.. 600.00 2,500 1,000 8,600t 65 | Mrs. J. K. Dmk
Kearney. .. 6,202 | 2 2,350.00 | 10,000 3,840 48,000 7.7 | Mrs. Pauline
I P 614 | 3 400.00 562 500 2,600! 5 R. L. Lathrop
Lincoln............ 48972 | ...... 9,700.00 | 36,696 11,335 199,091 4,6 | Lulu Horne
.......... /¢t o & 170.00 768 300 2,677 3.3 | Edith &hm
McCook........... 3,765 | 2 1,100.00 5,416 4,197 10,962 2.9 | Grace W
Madison. .......... 1,708 | 8 1,000.00 1,949 1,231 9,854 6.7 | Anna Baas
Minden........... 1,569 | 2 600.00 2,760 1,050 9,781 6.2 | Mrs. Helen Slusser
Nebraska City. .... 5,488 13 1,600.00 6,309 1,088 15,000! 2.7 | Anna Stevenson
N# ............ 1,666 12 500.00 2,400 646 10,177 6.4 Mrs. Carrie M. Jones
Norfolk. .......... 6,125 | 2 1,800.00 2,564 1,650 14,851 2.4 | Helen Lobdell
North Bend........ 1,105 3 720.00 1,653 600 6,375 5.7 Laura Roum
North Platte. ...... 4,793 13 1,300.00 3,040 1,850 14,400° 3 Mrs. Mary Jones
O ..o oo 124,096 1o 30,000.00 97,616 20,313 287,174 2.3 | Edith Tobitt
N ...~ 2,858 | 1 500.00 Sk IEEC e Tee T : ... | Mayme Coffey
............ 1,106 Y 250.00 890 215 s Martha Herrmann
Pawnee City....... 1,610 3 1,068.00 2,249 1,000 11,022 7.6 | Myrtle Parkinson
............. 1,200 | 2% 600.00 1,211 200 2,354 1.9 | Mrs, Belle Cate
.......... 941 3 500.00 1,300 427 6,010 6.3 | Bertha Weingartner
Plattsmouth. ...... 4,287 | 1% 950.00 5,141 1,700 17,146 4 C. Olive Jones
PR e ,000 8 450.00 1,800 820 8,485 84 | Mrs. M. Lipe
Schuyler........... 2,152 23 1,100.00 2,776 1,781 20,368 94 Wheeler
R e e B S s e e R T e S Verna Bowlus
............ 2,106 ' 13 1,092.00 8,672 1,397 8,104 3.8 ' M. Belle Schick




TAX SUPPORTED LIBRARIES—(Continued)

Per
Levy Income | Volumes | Patrons | Circulation gapita LIBRARIAN
2 1,200.00 2,654 366 5,886 S o R W T i
e RS 1,063 18- =i 4 T Mrs. Constance Corbett
...... 5,000.00 9,234 2,767 37,801 14 Mrs. Grace Pinnell
1 100.00 400 L e ‘ ... | Vera Lee
AAAAA 800.00 1,397 63 . Elsie Strahle
2 'szgggg 982 200 4,105 1?.8 Mrs. Eimd%o Rice
...... : Mrs. Lucy Conn
2 650.00 ‘2,%3 Lo 361 5.3 | Ida Rolland
1 200.00 1,630 506 1,500 1.9 | Grace Barbee
2 200.00 883 559 2,077 45 Mrs. C. Titzell
2 600.00 2,747 695 5,942 32 Mrs. Mary Appelget
1 150.00 1,702 574 4,647 52 | Mrs. Sina
3 1,100.00 2.600 1,171 11,3567 5.3 | Mrs. Eva Davies
3 304. 1,100 300 4,050 94 | Mrs. Emma Dysart
1 235.00 T TR e (e 4 ... | Jessie Kay
1 650.00 2,174 401 4,962 6.2 Anna Horn

Bm?mm&hhnmmmhdaﬁbnrymmdwmmmﬁthmm
Public its privileges.
mmwwmmmmmmmﬁusww.m
have not yet organized their libraries.




