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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

To Hi3 EUf!llentll, John H. Morehead, Gorernor of Nebraska:

DIlAR SIR: Complying with the requirement of the law, I herewith pre­
sent the report of the Public Library Commission for the biennium endinr
November SO, 1916.

For sixteen years, the activities of this Commiasion have been exerting a
quiet but far-rilaching influence for the betterment of Iibraryconditionathrough­
out the state. This influence haa resulted not only in the establishment of
new public libraries, but in stimulating the work of libraries already existing,
in eecuring many Carnegie buildings, in developing library facilities in the
state institutions and in furnishing traveling libraries for aU parts of the state.
I wish especially to empbasize the importance of the Library Commission as
the public library for the entire state and to call attention to the wide llCOpe of
ita services in cooperating with individuals, schools, woman's clubs, agri­
cultural agents, debating societies, amalllibraries and the extension departments
of the University by supplying books and printed material that could be
secured in no other way. The demands from these sources far exceed the
ability of the Commission to aupply and indeed the entire resources of the
Commission could be expended in this one pha&e of the work without meeting
the demands of tbe people. I douht if any other state department can show
a rreater direct service to the people in proportion to the appropriation avail­
able.

I commend the detailed report of the secretary to your careful attention.
Very truly yours,

MAlCOlM G. WYER,

December 6, 1916. President.
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NEBRASKA PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMISSION

The report which follows covers the library progress of the state for the
two ye&l'I from December 1, 1914. to November 80, 1916. It haa been a
period of eneourqing rrowth. More new publie hlJnries have been estab­
lished than in any previOWl biennium; the UBe of publie libraries hal fn..
ereued; city councils have exprfBled their confidence in the library by IJUting
larger levies; and librarians have been more earnest and resourceful in their
endeavors to rive their communities better service. The Traveling Library
baa been taxed to the limit of ItIl resources by the demands made upon It and
hal reached through itll loam the remotest part4 of the state. Not only Is the
year's report encouraging In comparison with our own previous growth, but in
examining the reports of other IItatea, we find that we are keeping pace, in
proportion to our population and resources, with the most pfOgrellBive library.......
The Ubrary Commi..ion.

There have been several ehanges In the Library Co~on durinr the
bieturlum. Mr. A. O. Thomas, auceeed.ing Mr. 1. E. Delzell aa State Super­
intendent in January. 1915, beeame ex officio a member of the Commialion.
The term of Mr. F. L. Haller upired. In May, 1916, and Mr. C. A. Sommer of
Lincoln ..... appointed to lIUceeed. him. Mils Florence Wauah. who had had
charre of the State Institution librane. Jince1911, when the Cormni.ion took
over the aupervisiora of them, resiped in Oetober. 1915. to be married, and
.u. Nellie W'tlllam. of Geneva ..... appoint.d to her pomtiOl1.

Mr. Haller at the time of his retirement ... chairman of the Commt.ioD.
TheCommis8ion met forreorpnizatlon on JUDe 2, 1916, and elected Mr. Wyf!!lt
chaJrm.an. At the same meetmr the followin.&: reIOlutiQn9 were pueed:

''Whereas, Mr. F. L. Haller retires at this time from membership In the
Nebraska UbraryCom~on,after a continUOWl eervice since the orpnizatioD
of the CommilsiOD in 1901, durinr the last ten yean of which he Wal President;
and Wbereu, his devotion to the library interests of Nebraska haa been MOwn
by hie cooperation in makilli poeaible the e.tabliahment of the Nebraaka
Library Commilsion, by his active interest and enthusiasm in developlnr its
work. by his loyal and wholehearted support of the plans of the secretary,
and by hie wise counsel. 80und judlPDent and broad outlook In all its eeeeiODl,

Therefore, be it reeolved: That the members of the Nebruka Llbruy
Comrnilslon upresa to Mr. Haller their deep appreciation of his aervices aI a
member of the CommiMion and their confidence that thouah no lancer a
D*I:lber, the welfare of the Commlaion will at all timet receive hia hearty
aupport."



The buement offiOllll of the CommiBIion were damp and da:rk and in
many~inCOllvenieDt. Realidnc thw fact, ill September, 1915, the Board
of Public wda and Buildinp -.iped to the Commiaeion three l"()()IDI on the
fourth floor whieb have proved to be the most utiafactory q\l&l'ten which
the CommiIIion haa ever had.

The Commiaaion ,.,... repreeented at the meeting of the American Library
A.ociation at Atlantic City in 1916 by Mr. Wyer and at the annual meetinp
of the Leatue of Library CornmialoM In Chicago In 1914 and 1915 by the
8ecretary. The 8eeretary a1lIo attended the meeting of the National Con­
ference of Charities and Corrections In Indianapolis in May, 1916, to take
part in a di..seus&lon of libraries in State Il'lIItitutlons.

Centrdblatlon of State Ubrary Actiyltl...

Du.rin( the year dom have been made to work out a plan for the central­
ization of the library activities in Lincoln aupported by the .tate. There are
at pr8leDt five sucla library qenciea, the State library, and the L1Drary Com­
miIsion in the Capitol, the University library, the Historical Society library
and the Legislative Reference Bureau library on the Unlveraity camPUI.
The.! directly connected with the I,dminiltratlon of th_ librariea qt1l@ that,
with the IIb'ong Univer.ity library in Lincoln, it will be unneee.ary for the State
library to dewlop a (8neral reference coUection. Therefore, the plan IU(­

reated calla fOf' the erection of a buildina: at the Uniyel"lity campua in whleb
Wll be hOUged the Unlven.ity library, the Historical Society, the worary
Commission and the Legislative Reference Bureau; &.Iso the transfer from the
State library to the University library of the colleetion of works of a general
character and the maintenance of the State library as a law library at the
Capitol under the control of the Supreme Court. Such a plan has received
the approval of the governing bodies of all the organizations concerned and
also the endoreement of the Nebraska Library Association. This plan would
8llCW"il a logical, IeMible and efficient centralization of the library rE!8Owoes of
the state which would bring benefidall'lllwts to the libraries themaelves and to
all those who make uae of them.

Ita special .dvaotq8 to the LIbrary Commlasion ia plain. With the
large book collection 01. the Univenity Library aeeeseible for special re!erellca
work, the Commission eould lIeTVe its patrons far better than will ever be
P/*ible with any reneraJ coDection which it can build up. Moreover if it is
110 Ionget' DeOIlIUl')' to buy books to meet • poeaible request, all of the book
fund can be spent fOf' tnvelinr libraries with the hope of lOmeWne beiDa:
able to supply the demand.

Public: Ubrari...

While no Iystematic campaign hal ever been conducted by the Library
Commission to ttlmulate the establishment of public libraries In the .tate. an
dort has alwa,YlJ bwn lnlW-e to create a general intel-est in the public library
and to encoura(9 every local library movement which. community initiatell.
Through cooperation with the library committee of the State Federation of
Woman'. dubl, library lIlllIIioDl have been arran(ed for district and state
meeti.np of the Federation to enlist the interest of the beat frienda of civic
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improvement in Nebraska. the women'. cluJ». We owe the eetabtishment
of many of OW' publie horaries to the dub women and we have at preBeDt 36
mWl hbrarieB, rOT the mOlt part sustained throurb their e1fortll, which will
undoubtedly eventuaUy become ta:a::-lll]'PJ)Orted libraries.

On ex.amininc the reporta of • number of other stata, we find that
Nebraska makES • creditable &bowing In the number of taJi:-cupported libraries
in proportion to her population. M_uri baa.76 libraries for every 100,000
population, North Dakota, 8.4, Minneaota, 4.9, Iowa, 5.9, Indiana, 7.14 while
Nebraska ranka with Wisconsin in having 7.li.

The past two ye&nl have been marked by unusual Iilirary activity.
Twelve new libraries have been established, two libraries formerly maintained
by aaociationa have been turned over to city eontrol while ODe library formerly
independent has beeom.e a branch library through • consolidation of cities.
Thia makes a net rain of 18 tu-supported libraries in the biennium and bringll
the total number of librariee up to 90. Addinr the 85 librariea maintained by
dub. and library .-ocI.atiODS, riVelI us 125 Iibrarilll in the state.

There atill remain 19 towns of 1,000 population or over whieh do not main­
tain libraries.. In 8 of th_, librariell are maintained by clube or library
ueociations, and in 4., 'a .trong public library mo\--ement is undft' way,
Eighteen of our tu....pported librariee are in towns of lela tban 1,000
population. A aliaht inc:reue is shown in the Ieviee reported; tbe averqe rate
heinr 2.3 mil.ls this year u compared with 1.7 milia of four yeans ago.

A crowing appreciation of the Iibnry's value to tbe community u. shown
in the increasing number of gHte of buildinrs and books. J. W. Gilbert hall
presented the town of Friend with a handsome building at a coet of about
$8,000.00; Mr. P. Gravell has built and completely equipped a library for the
vllJace of Wakefield, as a memorial to his son, at an approximate cost of $10,000;
aod J. G. Brenizer of Broken Bow is building a very complete butldinr for the
town of Merna. Mr. Hector Maiben, a farmer living near Lincoln, Pl'lllll!nted
the library at Collere View with $500.00 for books and. the Lincoln City Library
with $1,000.00 for the same purpolle. The citi%enl of Harvard wished to make
their hbrary a community center and railIed 13.000.00 to add to the $6,000.00
....hich they received from. the Came&ie CorporatiOll, to en.large the buildin&:
and equip the dub rooms in the basement.

The towns which have eetabliabed new libraries are Arlinrton, Franklin,
Gothenburt, Harvard, Ravenna, Stromsburt. Tekamah, University Place. and.
the tolVDShipe at Arcadia. Loup City, Merna and Spencer. At Blair and
Clay Center libraries already established. have been taken over by the city.
Through the colUlOlidation of Omaha and South Omaha, the South Omaha
library beeame a branch of the Omaha-library.

Fifteen new library buildinglJ have been completed in the biennium and
lis more are under construction. The Itat is as follows:
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COMPLETED BUILDINGS

TOWN

Bl'Oba Bo .
Clay c..ter .
ColIep View .
CoI buf ..•••...
Crete .
l'ftak1iD .
Prito>cl •.•.•••.••
Gothecobwy .•.•...•••.
HarI.i,..um .
B"""""O .
l'l&tUmout.h .
ata.>ton .
T .

~;Jr.~~:::::::

SIO,OOO 00
6.000 00
1.600 00

111,000 00
10,000 00
6.000 00
11.000 00
11,000 00
8,000 00
9.000 00

12.600 00
8,000 00
s.oOO 00

111.000 00
10,000 00

C...".,pe .
Carnede .
C..-norko•••....•.•.
Carnede .
C&rIle&ie•••..•.•...•••....••..

f.-W~1iM.i-t::::::::::: :::::::
C......-.I&....
C&rIleRlol .....•.........•••...•
CI~·.J8,OOO--<:ameai.·.I6.000
Carnegie.. . ..
C ~ .
Can:>t&ie.. . . .
C~ .
P. Grav .

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

M. N. Bair, HuUnp
C. W. We)'. H&$t.ldp
J. G. Corelner, Llnooln
CI"...I.. Wurdaman. Col..... bu8
J. W. Salmon, LIn""I..
AI... McDoneid, Om.....
J. W. Salmon, Lincoln
M. N. Bair. H&$tlnltl
aeuttler &: Arnold. 8i""" City
C. W. W.)'. H_drlp
Fioke &: Me.dnnlo, L1aooln
J. E. Stilt, ~orfoll<
R. W. Craat. Beatrice
J. R. Smith. U"i .........t7 PJa.
))ODOr

TOWN

ArcadiA (t.o1imAblp) ....•
Loup Cit,. {to.....l:dp) .••
Mem.(tD~)...•..

~~.(.~ :~:::::
PlalaTlew .

'7,000 00
8,000 00

"8:000'00'
10.000 00
6,000 00

So I ArchitectC I01 ~ -C"","'-.C.c:C,,;:..7M;:"C,CUC"-~-:-"--
f.-a.T~r·.::::::::···::::::I ~.oI;~::CIl~,,';nool"
Carnee\e... ..•.•.....• AI." McDo..ald, Omaha
Cerno!Ii... FlAk. oft MeRinnlo{ Lincol..
C&mf:l(ie.... . :. J.E.Stltt.~orfok

The usualllS8istance has been given to new libraries. Lists of ro.ks and
lJUppliell have been prepared, advice has been given to library boards and
instructions to librarians in the various details of library organization. The
SQCr1ltary baa made 82 Iibl'al'Y visib varying in length from II. few boul'fl to two
weeks.

Since most of our libraries are too small to employ trained librarians, a
special effort has been made to bring to them the experience of trained workers
elsewhere. The Commission has sent to every library in the state the monthly
Wisconsin Library Bulletin and the monthly American Library Association
Booklist snd has subscribed for a number of copies of Public Libraries snd the
Library Journal for which it has grouped the small librsries, too poor to sub­
scribe for them, in circuit:9. A correspondence course of 20 lessons coverina
elementary point:9 of library work is given to new librarians.

In October, 1916, an ex.periment was tried in the way of a three da)'B
library institute for new librarians, preceeding the meeting of the State
Library Association. This was not the usual library institute given over to
informal discussion, but like the old-fashioned teachers' institute, it was a
session for definite instrnction. The program consisted of three one-hour
lectures each morning on referenOll books, children's work snd library ad­
ministration, and in the afternoon visits were made to the various Lincoln
librariell. The librarians of 35 libraries attended the institute snd then 8tayed
on for the Library Association. They went back to their libraries with well­
filled note books and a great deal of enthuaiasm, snd undoubtedly the year's
work will show good returns for their attendance.

As our librariea increase in number and grow in siu and use, there is
demand for more training on the part of librarians than the Library Com­
m1aion with ita limited sta1f can give through personal instruction. The
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time haa doubtleBB come when Nebraaka should have its own summer library
school. .In the past ou:r librarians have gone to W18consin, Iowa or Minnesota,
but for two or three years most of the schoola have been filled with tbeir own
librariana and could not admit students from outside the state. A six weeks
course given by the State University with the cooperation of the Library COlD~

mission would meet a demand whieh is beoJming insistent.

Nebr.... Libr.ry A.sod.tion.

The State Library Association has held two meetings, at Fremont in 1916
and at Lincoln in 1916. The attendance registered for the Lincoln meeting
shOWI that there were present 42 public libra:ry librarians, 20 assistants from
libraries of all sorts, 6 librarians of college, nonnal school or state libraries, 5
library trustees, 8 visiting librarians from outside the state, and 2 persons
intlll'fl8ted but not in library work, making it very representative of the library
interests of the atate. Excellent programs, a good attendance and a fine
reapoll8ivenesa from the librarians have marked both meetings of the A980ci·
ation.

Traveling Librarie••

While we believe that the goal to be aimed at in the library development
of the state is a atrong aystem of local public libraries, each supplying books to
its own community, u:rban and rural, the attainment of sueh a complete
public library system is many years in the future in Nebrasks. In the mean~

time there are two-thirds of ou:r people without public library facilities and
many more having accesa only to small new libraries with meagre collections of
books. For them, the Library Commission must meet the immediate need
through ita traveling libraries.

In COll8idering the vastness of the field, ou:r resources in a collection of
16,000 volumes is Been to be absurdly inadequate. Necessarily we are doing
only a small part of the work which lies before us. We can only report that we
are doing the best we can, and a consultation of the diagram in the front of
this report will show that ou:r work has at least grown with every increase of
oW' resources.

We have sent out in the biennium 51,872 volumes in response to 3,3-42
requests aa compared with 40,590 volumes and 1,962 requesta in the last
biennium. These books have gone to 461 shipping atations to 88 counties,
showing a very wide geograpbical distribution.

The moat notable addition to our traveling library collection was about
1,000 German books from which we made 26 lUed traveling library grouPB.
Theee fill an orten expressed want of small public Iihraries in Gennan oommuni­
tiea which wished to supply Gennan patrons with boob in the mother tongue
but which could not afford to buy enough books always to ,have something
ffUlh for them.

The Bohemians having been supplied with books a number of years ara
and the Gennall8 being now provided for, there remain two foreign grouPB for
whom we should buy boob, the Danes and the Swedes. The Danish people
have petitioned the Library Commiaaion for Daniah traveline lihrariea, but
no money beine available it haa not been posaible 88 yet to meet their requellt.
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Special rroUpli of agricultural boob were made up for County Demon­
stration Agenta at the request of the Director of county demonstration work and
are being loaned by the agents to the fanners in their counties.

We have endeavored to supply the Home EoonomiCll cluhs with boob
but it has heeD a hopeless struggle. After having bought as many books on
their Buhjects as the funds pennitted our supply is still totally insufficient.
We are missing a fine opportunity for service to the people of the state in not
being able to cooperate fully with the E,.tension Department of the State
University in this work. Mrs. A. E. Davisson, who has charge of the Home
Economics clubs, reported this fall, "The fact that country women were able to
ohtain these books made it possible for them to carry on a systematic COW'llEl
of atudy. During the put two yetll'S they bave in lIElveral instan~ given up
their work because the supply of books was e,.hausted," and Miss Maud
Wilson, in charge of the Home Economics Extension work of the University,
says, "Our work is greatly handicapped because the Library Commission cannot
furnish a sufficient number of books to supply the demand."

SUMMARY OF TRAVELING LIBRARY LOANS

191~-1916

Grou~ol Publie "...... Study Clu"," Indlvlduala I Chrl\.o.bie Total
Tupay.... Libnrl.. IMI.ltuti.,...

R0- Y..

;-~
R0- Y.. R. Vola.

~~
~ Yo" No. 01 No_= '/1,,- 'I!i- tueota VolA. 'I!i- Ro- Yo"..- ,....... - .. '-0" -,.., ...,.,

illed Loaned "., ....,., .- .....
~1- 5.821

-

." 16.866 2M 1.784. ... 19.892 ,.. 1,3~1 , ,.. ...' 81,372

STATE INSTITUTION LIBRARIES

Report of the Librarian.

The work of the institution libraries continues to be an interesting activity
of the Library Commission and ita progress shows a real need of libraries for
the benefit of this shut-in citiunship.. Rather than theorize as to the part
books play in the lives of these people, we will confine ourselves to a few sta­
tistics and then give the word of some of our patients as to what the lihraries
mean to them.

There are three of the thirteen institution libraries from which we have
been unable to obtain reports of cir<:ulation, though we know there is readinr
done in .U of ~hem. and two o~he~ cover only aeven mon~bl:l each, but from
those remaining our circulation for the past year is 45,457. This is for
books alone, no record of periodical circulation heing kept except at the peni­
tentiary.

For ohvious reasong, the circulation at the penitentiary far exceeds that
of any other place, 15,107 books and 9,257 magazines being exchanged last year.
Conaidering conditions, itseematouanot an uncreditahle showing that the three
insane hospitals report a comhined circulation of 12,428. The boys at Kearney
read 5,168 books last year, the children at the Orthopedic Hospital, 4,874 and
our soldier friends at Burkett, 2,088.
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To give the more significance to these figures, it seems but fair to say that
of the 4,700 inmates in aU the institutions, but 1,800 are able to make any ute
or the libraries. In IlOme, according to statistics from the Superintendents,
the proportion able to use the library is aa low aa 15% or 200/0- In othen it
reaches 80% or 90%.

Bearing in mind the abnonnal mental and phyBical conditions in several
places, and the fact that institution life is a busy one for the abl~bodied, thEBe
figures stand for more than the mere numbers signify.

Though the reports of Superintendents show the per cent of high school
graduates very small, with a great majority of the adult inmates below the
eia:hth rcrade, it is uatifyill2" to note the type of books which they enjoy. Nor
has our standard of 98lection in any <:ase been lowered on account of the educa­
tional deficiencies of our patrons.

Our aim is to consider carefully the nature of the foundation upon which
we are building and in each book added there is a hope that the choice will be
justified by its use among the people. From the weighty problem of trying to
prove the abiding influence of good literature in the face of possible conflicts,
to the question of the remedial value of books upon those mentally ill, there is a
coPacientious desire to adapt the books to the people in every instance.

The combined number of volumes in our libraries is 13,191, most of which
have been bought by the Commission since it began its institutional library
work in 1911. The Penitentiary haa 8,600 volumes, 1,100 volumes bought by
us with 2,500 volumes previously in the library. Burkett has 2,020 volumes,
also with- many of earlier gift. The Orthopedic Hospital has 1,180 volumes
and the School for the Deaf, 1,675. Due to its fewer years, the TuberculOUS
Hospital has the smallest book collection but it is developing into a very work­
able one. There is great interest shown in the nature study books for which
the patients made special request.

The question of housing the institution libraries is an important one.
Because of crowded conditions, it is not always possible to secure the mO!lt desir­
able quarters but the fact that the best available loaations have been given WI

proves the interest of the Superintendents. In some cases the library has
been given the most beautiIul room in the institution. Where it is not so
satisfactorily placed, we are simply sharing the disadvantage with other d~
partmenta.

Plans for improved library quarters are being considered in some places.
In others our hope has already been realized. At the Girls' Industrial School,
the library is now placed permanently in the auditorium of the new building.
At the Boys' Industrial School, the library has been redecorated and greatly
beautified by new bookcases made by the boys. The library at the School for
the Deal has been moved to a cosy comer space. They also have new book
ClIlIE!lI which were made in their carpenter shop. At the Lincoln State Hospital,
a reading room in the amusement hall has been opened, new shelving has been
built, and for two hOIll"8 daily the patients have aceess to the books and periodi­
caI8. This change in location has come about because the Superintendent,
Dr. B. F. Williams, regarda the book as a curative agent and to that end he haa
emphaaized the importance of its use. At the Home for the Feeble-Minded
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and at the Tuberculous Hospital we have just moved into roomy, sunny
quarters in their new buildings. At the School for the Deaf the choicest of
loeations is provided for the very little children.

The time which the libraries are open for the exchange of books varies,
according to local conditions, from one hour a week, two hours a day, to any
hour of every day. In six instances there are reading rooms in connection with
the libraries. In two others there are rooms elsewhere in which people
may pther to read.

Even with the cooperation of the Superintendent, with our books upon
the shelvl!II and the reader eVf!r with us, the problem of an effective library is
not solved. The books and the people muat be brought together and that with
unusual delicacy of touch. So we face the question of service along wi~h all
other departments of the institutions.

At the Penitentiary, the Old Soldiers' Home at Burkett and the Ortho­
pedic Hospital we have the advantage of librarians who do that work exclusively.
At the latter Miss Eva Colby continues her efficient work and cheers many a
little child by her story-telling. In the other institutiolUl it is almost neces­
sarily a combination position, which varies from superintendent to inmate,
including matron, secretary, teacher, Dllnle, stenographer and telephone oper­
ator. In spite of several changes within the past year, in almost every ease we
have enjoyed the conscientious service of faithful belpers without whom our
libraries could not have flourished.

At the School for the Deaf, the Home for the Feeble-Minded, the In­
dustrial Schools for Girls and Boys, and the Industrial Home for Women, the
teachers have given very generously of their time and have materially in­
creased the effectiveness of our work. The aasistance we have had from
nurses and others in the Hospitals for the lnaane has been the means of veri~

fying the statement of physicians that books do have a therapeutic value.
To aU who have helped us we wish to pay tribute.

Since we know that some of our institution citizenship will in time return
to an unrestrained manner of life, it has been our policy to give some instruc­
tion in the use of the library,-in classification, the use of the catslog, the charg­
ing system,-that they may feel at ease in the use of the public library. To
this we expect to give further BYBtematic attention during the coming year.

We have in two caaes a more or less public organ through which we make
ourselves known. At the School for the Deaf and the Boys' Industrial School
there are creditable little papers iseued, most of the work being done by the
boya. In the columll8 of the Nebraska Journal, library DOtes appear from
time to time and in the Industrial School Times we have a place each week.

BecaWle the nurse in the hospital is the person naturally in position to
bring the book to the patient, a series of talks on Books and Reading was given
lut winter to the nUl'lle8 at the Lincoln State Hospital. These included one
on the use of the library, one on how to get patienta to read, one on outrdoor
booka, ODe on popular books of non-fietion, and one on poetry. They were
developed. from a syllabus prepared by Miss Edith Kathleen JonM, Librarian
of McLean Hospital, Waverly, Maaaachusetts, and covered a period of about
three monthB. We feel that it waa at least worth while to come into pertOnal
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touch with the nUlMS on .hom 10 much of the hoepital library ""ork muat
DeCeII&riIy devolve. Moreover, 'life 1II'er8 rewwded byaeeina: MHne definite ..
.we.. as an outcome of this ""ork. In abbreviated form part. of tbeIe talks
".. also given to then~ at the Norfolk Boe:pital for the lnsane.

A:I another mes.na of lnc:reuing the inten!st in the hoepltal libraries, we
tried an experiment of readinr aloud to the patients in the Lincoln Boe:pital
for the Insane. It proved to be a very popular diversion for both men and
'IIf'Omen and invitations to read on varioua warda Were numeroUB. This was
continued one afternoon a week all winter and became an entering wedge in
the development o( the work. Not only did some of the nul'lll!ll begin to read
on the wards, but our librarian now apends a part of library hours each day
~l&cJiD.g tu thll patlenta gathered In the library.

It is a mistaken idea on the part of many people that the insane are unable
to read or are too uninterested to care for booka, but we think 'life can disabuse
the minds o( such by givinr the patient'l own word upon the matter. The
opinion, too, is rife that they wish only the determinedly cheerful books, thoee
which merely entertain, but one of our n\1l'lll!ll in an eastern hoe:pital teLls of an
insane patient who caLIs for the "hlg brave boob, with problems of life to be
fOUlht."

Aa proof that our patients are readmr and are appreciative of the boepltat
libraris, we wish them to lpeak by means of the following letters which went

coIlec:ted recently from the tbl'ee insane hoepitals. Th8llll few are lIe1ected
from many more and are in the eJ:aet wordinr of the patients who 1VfOte them.

"I must write you as I have been lJO much interested in the book Pollyanna.
It was a great help to me because it maks me remember many thinp whieb I
have to be glad about, even if I am locked up. I can be glad I am not in as bad
condition as many about me. I am glad for my clean dresaes and for the nurses
and patient (riends who are 80 kind to me. I am glad for the squirrela and birds
that play amoDg the treelJ."

"Being a lover of good boob, I have certainly appreciated the books which
the nurses distrihute from time to time throughout the different wards. When
one can sit here in the State Boepital and read such boob as the Efficient Lile,
Alice and Phoebe Cary'l poems, and 10 on, it gives the place a IOlt of homey
halo after all."

"Tbere are aeveraI hranches of the Nebraska Libl'al'Y and ODe of the JIlOSt
practieal in its eeleetlon and 1De is the State Hoepitailibl'al'Y. It is eompoeed of
CUl'T'ent Literature and many volume. from lOme of our best authora, extra
iood works. Library day for the men eomes three times a week and is looked
forward to with mucll anticipation by many on OW' ward. It would be re­
gretted i( '901! did not have a chance to make these regular trips to the library."

"Having taken pleasure in reading many hooks in the library here at Ingle­
side, I am very glad to mention my likes in reg:ard to it. I like the books on
nature most. "In GOO'II out-doors," "The Alps," "The epell or the Rockies"
and others I might mention. Many of the novels are 10 amualng thl\t they are
a great help in pUlJing the time pleasantly. Many of the books point a moral
IUch as "Up from Slavery" hy Booker T. Washinrton which ehows what a man
ean do If he has ambition. Boob may do great iood. 'May hl-mp be on
the head of Cadmus the Phaenician or whoever it was that invented boob:"
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"In behalf of lle'Venl imnatel 011 24, allow me to UPN* our appreciation
for the privilece of readi.n&' the Inglelide atate library boob, eiUler hiRoricai.
Biblical or fiction lUI suibl OW' mood. They indeed Iielp WI to while away many
moments and instruct us when indement weather keeJ* WI indoon. We want
to th&nk you for this pleasure and privil. allowed til."

''In appreciation of the readi.nr matter, boob, rnquines and newspapers
furDlahed Ward 11, I am permitted. word of praiBe. TbeIe literary ud DeWI

advanta(es have been a IOW'Ce of creat pleasure and diversion and no little
fund of information durina' my thJ'ee months IOjourn here."

"As I have never-read in but very few boob, until I came here. on aeeount
of dOM confinement I becan readina: the book. Theprioeof the prairie. Thought
that I would read aome for pastime aDd tbe book became very interesti.nr to me.
Also started another but have not finished it yet. I certainly enjoyed the first
hut eannot get much intere.t from tbe latter which is InnoceDClI Abroad."

"I derive much benefit from the books insomuch lUI they pus the time
p!eaaantly, leave one in • happy I!Jtate of mind and give food for thought. I
.pecially enjoy those deatinr with home life, INch as Grace Richmond'•• Kath­
leen NonU, and Eleanor Porter. I also enjoy those of travel and hletory."

"Among the many pleasant advantages offered by this free Institution,
the library deserves honorable mention. Anyone who is conlldered able is
allowed to draw books and take them to his ward. Among the books which the
writer has enjoyed the Oregon trail by Francis Parkman ranks fil"/lt, as pieturlnr
the hardships ol the early aettler, with ita luciDation of Ityle and diction whieh
make It interesting as a novel. I alao like the writinp of Rev. Van Dyke in
hw "Little Rivers," "Days Off" and othen vividly deserlbinr l\shinr and huot­
Ing trip.. What a d.i4erenee between the pleasure of liateninr to choice liter·
atun! in the commodiollll library han and dolna all yOW' readina: in a ward, IIW'­

rounded by a (l'OUP of unfortunatea who do not 1mow what they aay, nor bow
they aay It, nor when! Surely the library bOW'll are an agreeable ehance from
the daily routine of our life of lIflCIuaioD. All this is a step in the ~t di·
redion, eonducive to mental healina, resultina" in aeU-control, aec:ompa.nied by
-'" ".........powe.r.

Publicity.

The l.Jbrary eomnu.ion has prepared an exhibit eaeh year for the State
Fw- and has had roembera of the IIta1f in cbuge to explain the work of the Com·
miaBion to thoee wbo were interested. The exhibit of 1916, throorb charta,
postel"/l and photographs Ibo~;ed the library development of the state. This
ume exhibit was afterward eent to Hastings for the meeting of the State
Federation of Woman's ClublJ, and was used again at the meetinr of the State
Library Association and has &inee been loaned to the Pawnee City woman's
dub for a "library day."

'141



SUMMARY OF STATISTICS

Total number of volumes in the Ubrary, Dee. 1. 1916............... 16,082
Number of volumes loaned, Dee. I, 1914-Nov. 80, 1916 51,872
Number of requestllln responae to whic:b boob were sent. . .. . 3,342

InCf8Ullln number of volumes loalled over last biennium 26%
Increaae in number of requee:bI 70%

Boob were .ent to 461 shippinrltationsIn 88 counties.

EJi:pendlturu. o.c.mber 1, 1914, to November 30, 1916

Books .
Travel .........................•...•.......•........•......
Blndinr· " ......•....•......
Printint: .......................•........•.......•...•......
Oft!.CIiI .uppliEII and e:rpensI!II ••.•.• ' .•.•.•••••.•...•....•.•.•.•

Extra lMeistanClil •••••••.••••••••••••••.•••.•.•.•••••••••••••
Sa1a.rie8........•..............•....•...•.......•...........
1DItitutian libraries .............•...•....•..•....•...•.......

$2,920 69
65979
27' 28
295 18

1.907 42
237 62

6,600 00
3,003 88

Total _ _ '15,801 71

Librari_ not aupportad by talLation.

In the followlnz towns libraries have been Illrtablished and are maintained
by library a.oeiationa, woman'a clubs, or other orp.nl.utiona.

Beaver en-ing, Bradshaw. Bridit:port, Brock, Clarka, Cnrirhton.
Cuibertl!lon, Decatur. Dorehester, Elmwood, Eustis. Exeter, Gerinr, Greaham.
Herman, Xeyatone, Lexington, Minatare, Murray, Nelson, Oak, Opllala,
Orleans, Oxford, Pahnyn., Pender, Randolph, St. Paul, Salem. Seotblbluff,
Shubert, Valparaiso, Waterloo, Weepinr Water, Wymore.

1151



SCHOOL AND COLLECE LIBRARIES

SCHOOL Loeation Volumes Librarian

Bellevue College..... , .. Bellevue....... 6,750 Lid. M. Churchill
Cotner University ....... Bethany........ '.600 JoGe Somen.
Creigbton UDiveraity ... , Om.b•......... 47,000 W. T. Kinsella
Dana College ... , . , , , , . , Blair .. , ........ ',600

B~ 'Poite~"""'"Doane College .. , . ...... Crete, , .... , ... 18,528
Franklin AcademJ:' ..... Franklin ... .... 5,800 Lucy I. Peek
Grand Island Co ege ... , Grand Island, , . 7,200 Martba Firth
Haatinp College........ Hutinp. ...... 6,000 Flora Fisber
Luther College.......... W.hoo......... '.600 Linus Bon.a.nder
Nebraska Wesleyan ..... UDiveraity Place .....

~:~ln~State Normal Sehool .... Chadron ....... 3,110
State Normal Sehool, ... Kearney ........ 12,817 Anna V. Jenninp
State Normal Sehool, . , . Peru........... 25,498 Elva E. Rulon
State Normal School. , ..

~oiS~'view·,·, :: 5,563 Mrs. Anna B. Bright
Union College, . , , , , , , . , 6,100 Lulu B. B.iatt
Univenrlt~ of Nebraska .. Linco n, . , , .... 126,000 Malcolm G. Wyer
York Col~e ........... york.......... , 8,500 G. T. Buswell
Brownell all., ........ Omaba......... 1,500 Dorothy S. Kinttle

STATE LIBRARIES

DEPARTMENT Location Volumes Director

State Library ... , , , , , . , , Lincoln .... , . ... 72,856 :9:, C. Lindsay
Public Library Com'n ... Lincoln, , , , .... 16,082 Charlotte Templeton
Legislative Ref. Bureau .. Lincoln ........ 2,600' A. E. Sheldon
State Historical Society.. Lincoln ........ ".000 MrL MinnieP.Knotta

'M.terial coneist8larfe1y of pamphlet. and dippings.
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STATE INSTITUTION LIBRARIES

EXPENDITURES FOR BIENNI1JM

rNSTITUTION
PopulatioD
(o:cluai~of Number Annual
Employees) Volumes CirculatioD Periodicals Boo..

Printinr
aDd Supplies Travel.

Bindinr

Boys' Industrial School .
Gir14' Industrial School .

-- Homefor Feeble-Minded ..:t Hoapital fot TubetculOWl
IndWltriai Home for Women ..
Orthopedic Hoapital .
Penitentiary .
School for Deaf. .
Soldiel"l' Home, Burkett .
Soldietll' Home, Milford .
State Hospital, Ingleside .
State Hospital, Lincoln .
State Hospital, Norfolk .
All institutions .

180
101

'""40
140
.80
170
43.
'47

1,150
'59

'"

59.
'80

'"273
291

1,181
3,603
1,675
2,020

416
865
702
.618

5,168
2,652....
4,374

24,864
1,817­
2,088

4,051
8,191
5,186

11ll 45
59 4.
4925
49 40
3065
73 15

129 55
26 60'
77 67
27 70

145 90
56 15

1123 05
89 SO
85 57.. ,.
S4 70

192 87
322 51
9583

113 87
56 18
82 57
85 61
6788

Il~ ~ ··'ie·5O· :::::::::
28 4. 15 80

::::::::: ···i3"ao· :::::::::
16 60 17 40 .
149 18 .

42 37 .
22551395 .

60 .
84 84 .
56 00 41 65 .
12 80 .

43 63 1109 06

-Report for 7 months. lOne year.



TAX-SUPPORTED LlBRARI.ES

PLACE PopulationI~ Income Volume. PatTons Cireulation Librarian

1 Ainsworth ......... 1,045 2 $400 00 2,187 '" 5.52<> Mrs. Anna Toliver
2 Albion ............ 1.... • 00 00 2,700 '5/) 8,636 Mrs. Jennie Gradon• Alli.nce........... 3,105 • 1700 00 3,067 3,064 11,855 Mrs. Nellie Wibon, Alma............. 1.... • •... 00 2,105 1,156 3,70'2 MnI. Jennie T.ylor
5 Areadia*' .......... 1,051 • 1,000 00 ......... ..... .... .......... . ........................ .......•Arlingtonl ......... •45 • '5/) 00 ......... "i',im .. .. 7~i87'" E~.·La~ih~···················, ~and........... 1,879 2 .00 00 2,425
8 Auburn ........... 2,729 1 600 00 1.624 '5/) 6,431 Lilli.n Scofield•Aurora............ 2,680 1\ 1,200 00 '.56: , 2,425 15,157 Lilli.n MooreI. Beatrice........... .9,856 2 3,000 00 14,368 2,455 30,482' Franeel Morton

11 Blair.............. 2.... 2 1,000 00 1,625 300 6,248 M.y McQuarrie
12 Bloomfield......... 1,264. 8 5/)' 00 1,166 528 6,655 Mrs. L. G. Cl"Ollby
18 Broken Bow ....... 2,260 2\ 1,000 00 3,200 '28 9,862 Emily Robertaon

" Burwell ........... '16 8 '5/) 00 972 894 ...... Mrs. F. R. Hallock
16 Carroll ............ 332 1 120 00 '34 .100 .......... Mrs. M. S. Linn
16 Cedar Rapida ..... 57. 2 25/) 00 62' 27' ...... Veva Melvin
17 Central City....... 2,428 2\ 1,050 00 3,224 .8. 9,086 Marpret Anderson
18 Chadron.,., •...... 2,687 • UOO 00 2,724 ••• 15,406 Mm. Elizabeth Smith
19 Cla~ Centerl •••••.. 1,066 • 600 00 70. ......... .......... Kathryn Epperson
20 Col ege View....... 1,508 • .2/)00 .Of)

2,500 2,142 3,&57 Hattie B. Abbott
21 Columbus ......... 5,014 1\ 4.,524 1,638 18,479 Clara Howard
22 Crawford.......... 1,828 1\ 32000 1,304 582 3,318 Bonnie F. Smith
23 Crete............. 2,405 2 1,000 00 '.600 '5/) 8,261 Harold Smith

" David City........ 2,177 ,"" 27800 5,643 81' 8,248 Lillian SimpkilUl
25 DeWitt ........... '75 84000 && . !~ ,,7'5OQS I~~,.~.carrie Crane
25 Fairb:a' ......... 5,294 2\ 2,200 00 414. McQuaid
27 Fairliel ........... 1,054 • ,5/) 00 ...

3NG;;, 1!S!ft.l1a 0
28 Fa1JlI City......... 3,255 2\ 1,500 00 8,051 866 • Mary Rutchil}P
28 Franklin ........... 9<. • 68000 1,516 " 410 c.o16 Mra. G. W. Mitchell.
SO Fre!nont ........... -8,718 1\ 2,800 00 8,618 3,017 89,819 \ Grace Bubee
81 Friend ............ 1,261 • 800 00 87• ... 2.... M. Wa" Browne
32 ~erton .......... 1,638 2\ '5/) 00 2,757 929 16,902 M,.. .ude Johnson



TAX SUPPORTED LlBRARIES-(Continued)

PLACE Population "m Income Volume PatroDll Cireulatlon LibrarianLo."

B8 Geneva. ........ 1,741 • 1,090 00 3,250 830 7,334 Mrs. Isabel Bixble.. Genoa............. 1,376 a 210 00 1,200 176 2,673 Mrs. C. H. Shiel

" Gibbon·. ....... 1,261 760 00 1,863 753 5,276 Mattie Pierce
36 Gotbenburgt ....... 1,780 • .60 00 1,600 I 630 ..... ... .. S. Francee Botkin
37 Grand lsland ...... 10,326 1 2,500 00 6,497 1,663 26,192 Daisy Houek
38 Hartington ....... 1,413 • 900 00 2,600 1,600 9,700 Mrs. B. Ready.. Harvard ...... ..... 1,102 • 300 00 1,337f .22 .. ........ Mrs. A. J. Jenison.. Hastings ......... _9,888 ... 2,804 00 7,154 6,412 28,908 Mrs. Ida Cappe., Havelock .... ...... 2,680 .;j 1,875 00 3,360 1,608 12,437 Mrs. Susie Smith

" Holdrege ...... .... 8,080 1,697 00 3,903 1,146 11,901 Mrs. H. E. Bl18h.. Hooper ........... 741 2 300 00 1,262 62' 4,090 Joel Warner

•• Humboldt ......... 1,176 2 770 00 3,000 , 1,100 7~54 Mrs. J. K. Li~., Kearney........... 6,202 2 2,334 00 10,906 4,520 66,290 Mrs. Pauline k., Laurel. .......... .. ... • 450 00 1,060 t 600 ',600 R. L. Lathrop
47 Lineoln ........... ,43,972 1 12,292 00 38,607 11,296 212.328..... Lulu Home
48 Loup City·l ....... 1,640 • 1,900 00 ........ . .. . .. .... ... . ...... ........... .... .... . .. .. .. .. . .

" LouISville .......... 778 1 170 00 303 248 1,363 Edith S~ock
60 MeCook........... 8,766 2 1,100 00 5,332 4,591 7,534 Graee W' etta.. Madison........... 1,708 21 1,000 00 2,629 1,576 12,200 Ethel Christian
62 Merna·I •••. .... . .. 1,338 • 1,200 00 ........ ..... .... . ......... MR. H. K. Atkiuon
53 Minden ... ...... .... 1,659 2 600 00 3,248 1,140 8,615 Mrs. Helen SII1Bllel'
54 Nebr1Ulka City .... 5,488 2 1,200 00 5.450 727 11,160 Anne Stevenson
56 Neligh .. .......... 1,566 U 900 00 3,611 767 7,299 Mrs. Carrie Jones
66 Norfolk ... ........ ... 6.125 3,982 2,000 16,688 Helen Lobdell
67 North Bend· ..... 1,105 • 760 00 1,946 660 7,000 Laura Roump
53 North Platte ..... 4.793 '1 1,300 00 3,505 • 2,870 16,658 Loretta Murphy
69 Omaha .......... 124g096 35,000 00 117,786 27,101 U8,154'\. Edith Tobitt
60 O'Neill· . .......... 2,53 2 1,144 00 372 216 7,986 Mayme Coffey
61 Oseeola .. ........ 1.105 2 . .... 1,073 860 .......... Mary McBeth
62 Pawnee City .... ... 1,610 • 1,090 00 2,779 I 1,267 12,365 Myrtle Parkinson.. Pieree ...... .... 1,200 it 600 00 1,211 200 2,864 Mrs. J. A. Andrew
54 Plainview .. ...... .., 800 00 1,550 813 7,454 Mrs. P. H. Parker



TAX SUPPORTED LIBRARIES-CConcluded)

I

I~PLACE IPopuiatio Income Volumea Patrona Circulation Librarian

66 Plattsmouth ....... '~8'7 11 "0 00 6,012 2,128 18,761 C. Olive Jones.. Ponca............. 1,000 • .50 00 2,350 1,Il6() 9._ Mrs. Mary Lipe
67 Ravenna' .......... 1,359 • 900 00 ......... . ... ....... ............. . .. ............... Schuyler .... : ..... 2,162 21 900 00 3,693 2,208 . i'8,509 Eleanor Wheeler
69 Scribner ........... 391 1 .63 00 1,514 45' 1,993 Hattie Bowlus
70 Seward............ 2,106 :t 1,068 00 4,011 1,112 8,279 M. Belle Schick
71 Shelton- .......... 1,462 878 00 8,661 ". 8,669 Mrs. H. A. Voee
72 Sidney ............ 1,186 .... "'ioo'oo' 1.600 9() ......... Mrs. Constance Corbett
73 Spalding .......... 637 1 ..0 ... 1.500 Mrs. W. J. Lee
7. Spencer" .......... 1,400 • ···uo·oo· .32 23. .......... Mn. J. Reinheimer
7. Stanton ........... 1,342 • 2,147 512 .......... Elsie StnlbJe
7. s-'1··········· 704 2 33700 1.077 250 5,185 Mrs. Rhoda Rice
77 Stroma urgl ....... 1,865 .... "'829'00' ......... ......... .......... ;;: ................. ............
7. Superior........... 2,106 2 5,950 12 ra. Lucy Conn
79 Sutton ............ 1,702 21 '50 00 1:m" 7,460 da Rolland
80 ~eu............ 842 1 200 00 '10 1,945 Sara E. Dunn
31 almaae· ......... 461 2 185 00 50' 250 2,726 Mfl5. C. Titzell
32 Tecumseh ......... 1,748 2 300 0' 2,255 '00 .......... Mary~pleget.. Tekamah' ......... 1,524 • 1,000 00 1~ ". .......... Mrs. na Jacoba
84 Univem~ Placel ... 9~ 9 2,000 00 ......... ......... .......... Katherine Wood.. Wakeftd ......... 361 9 .30 00 2.542 730 6,040 Mrs. Sina Hypee
36 ~r,..············ 2,140 • 1,150 00 2,921 1,050 14,243 ),{I"I. Eva Davis
.7 inside........... .50 • 27.00 1.... 300 2,956 MI"I. Emma Dysart
88 Wisner............ 1,081 1 23'00 1,638 17. 2,100 Jessie B. Kay
39 Wood River. ...... 796 II 277 00 ',020 .50 5,310 Anna Horn
00 York. ..... ....... ,,6,235 • 3,400 00 7,718 I 2,549 25,523 Olive B. Allen

ot'fownlhip
'Too recently orpnized to report
IEstimated
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