
I TWELFTH I
Biennial Report

Nebra.ka
Public Library
Commi•• ion



Twelfth Biennial Report

of the

Nebraska Public Library
Commission

Lincoln, Nebra.ka

November 30, 1924



Nebraska Public Library Commiaaion

MRS. MARGRETTA S. DIETRICH, Prelldent,

Hastings, NebraSka

S. AVERY

Cbancellor or the University or Nebralka

NELLIE JANE COMPTON

Acting Ubrarlan of the University or Nebrllka.

J. M. MATZEN

Slate Superintendent of Public JII8tructlon

H. C. LINDSAY

State L1braJ1an

NELLIE WILLIAMS. Secretary

~d

lJbrartan for State JnlltltutlOnll

MARGUERITE NESBIT

Reference Llbmrtan

GRACE HOUTS

Clerk lor IJ'ravellng Llbrartel

,



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Hon, Chru, W. Brfan,. Governor 0/ NdnukQ.:
DUB Su.: Complying with the requirements ot tbe

law. I herewith present the report ot the Public Library
Commission tor the biennium ending NO'9'ember 30, 1924,

RespecUuJ.l, yours,

P!L\ROllnT. S, DfCJ1lloa.
President.

,



Nebraska Public Library Commission
SECRETARY'S REPORT

December J, 1922, to November 30, li24.

THE COMMISSION.
The IJbrary Commlsslon oow;lI01 of a board of lh'c mem­

-berti, four u-omclo and ODe appointed by the Governor tor
a term of tlve years. The present board has been 'Working
together since the appointment or Mrs. DIetrich by GOY­
ernor McKelvie In December, 1920. Also, rour yell.rs ago
the present atate superintendent of public inBlrucUon, Mr.
Maben, auwned the dulles of a member, as delegated
Mm by law. The other members ba"e served for longer
periods ot lime. The !Iotate Ubrarian, Mr. Liudaay. 18 the
senior member. }o'or twenty years he has been lillereated
In the development of the worl, nnd has gh'en generously
of his time and thougllL Chancellor Avery Is the second
in uniorlty. having been a member since 1909. The
librarian or the UniversIty library, Mr. Malcolm G. Wy~r,

hall been a member of tbe commission fOr eleven yean.
In September, 1924, Mr. Wyer severed his relatlons with
the University or Nebrask.'l, accepting a position as
IIbrartan or the Den"er publIc library. We wish here to
pay trtbute to the aervlce rendered the library comm....
lion b}' Mr, Wyer. He has alwaya felt a vital IDterelt
In Its work and haa given wise counsel regarding it. Not
only the commllslon but all llbrnry Interests of tbe state
have autrered a keen 10lla by hla change In 8elds of
service. We wish him success and happiness In bIll new
work. UnOI the appointment or his successor, his a.sIIlst­
ant. Miss Nellie Jane COmpton, Is acting librarian of the
University library.

The board acts only In an advisory capacity, the actual
duties or the commission being done by the secretary ana
assistants. The secretary feels the need of help from eRch
member of the board. Sbe appreciates tbe cooperaUon
whlcb has been given.
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Aim

The present ofI'Ice Blal! CODslBta of the secretary. Nallle
WllUams, the referonce librarian. Marguerite Nesbit, and
the clerk for travellllg libraries, Grace Boua. Misa NesbIt
took a. year's leave of absence duriIJ.g which time Loulae
Wfnn ot the University of Oklahoma acted as reference
Ubrarian. Miss Nesbit returned to !be commission in
September, 1924, ],11..11 Winn golDg to IllinoiS to continue
her course In library science.

PrevloUJ to July, 1923, the staff numbered four. A re­
dUCtiOD In the salary [und nl!ee1l81tated. a reduction In the
stall. By this meane a salary 'Was released Which baa
been UJed In the employment of stUdent belper'll who give
hourly assistance. \Ve have tried to meet tbls condition
IS phIlosophically as possible, but It mUll be admItted
that the acUvltlee of the commIssion have been crIppled
thereby. -The following pages which set forth the nature
and extent or the work wJII disclose clearly the InadeQ.uate
size of the staff.

"The real vurpose of a library commission Is to vromote
library extension, to encourage tbe founding or lIbrarlea
where none edst and to aId In their Intelligent and
economical administration." Perbaps the a1m of the Ne­
hraska library commInion bas never been better 6%vressed
than in the letter or tranBmlttal at the close of the tint
biennium by the president, Mr. J. 1. Wyer, to Governor
Savage, when he said, "Its work is educational snd con.
structive and Us a1m to make Nebraaka a better and more
attractive state to live in, creates a sound economic reason
for U. 6%15tence."

There are at vresenl. two specUl.c meuurea by wsy of
which we leel tbat tbe IibrBr)' commission may belp to
make Ita aim effective. These are adult education anel.
llIUeracy. The library world 15 at present engaged In a
program of adult educaUon. The Carnegie Corporation
has given funds to conduct a survey and to make a study
of libraries and adult education. There Is allO nation-wide
interest In the problem or lIliteracy.

A cbance to helv directly in these two causes comes
by v..ay of two organizations, the Nebraska Federation of
Women's Clubs and the Nebraska Illiteracy Commission.
To Mrs. Paul C. Perryman, wbo ls vresldent or tbe Ne­
braska Federation or Women's Clubs and also Chairman
or the Illiteracy Commission, Is largely due the OV[lOI'­

tunlty of the libraries and lIbrary commission to engag'6
actively in tbe.e educational and constructive pieces of
work.

•



At tbe InJtl..t sU3l:estIon of the president of tbe JlbrtU'1
commission, Mrs. DietrIch, Mrs. Ida E. Capps of Hastinp,
Ubrar,. chairman of tbe State Federation, Mrs. Perryman
and Miss Williams held a conference in the interest of
Nebraska club and library aCtivities, The resUlt was a
place on the Federation calendar for Ubrary Day. Thit
ls to be the second club meeting in January. 1925. A
letter, ftnanced by tbe Federation, was sent by Mrs. Capps
to all club women of the state. Among other suggestions
for the Library Day program II. the queatJoD. "Is our
llbrary a factor In adUlt education!n We solicit tbe belp
of every librarian In the state In an effort to make the
observance of a library day the basis of further construc­
tive and cooperative work.

We believe In tbe public library. W~ believe In its
growing usefulneu. We like to thInk of It according to
Dr. W. S. Learned as a "communlty Intelllgence center.n

Il gives us courage to note the trend or Dr. Learned's
thought In his "American Public Library and the Dif­
fusion of Knowledge" ""'here be saYI of the pubUc
Ubrar:r, "It will be a center as famlUar to every Inbabltant
as the local post-office, and 1.1 Inevitably patronlled. It
will conltltute the central Intelligence service of tbe town
not only for 'polite' literature, bllt for e\'ery commercial
and vocational field of Information tbat it may prove
practicable to enter, Mercbants will find tbere catalogues
and trade lliIta; builders and plumbers, the technical books
or tbelr crafts; students. old or young, the orderly progress
Of books or materials in any unportaDt atudy; clergyman,
the best works and periodicals deaUng wHb religion;
motorIsts, the late!ll road mapa and tourlng guides; &lid
artlsta, both technical works and comprehensive collections
Of pictures.

"Obvlou~ly, such an Institution In a. small town wlll not
poIless an extenstve collection of books and materla1•• but
it will be In close working connection with towns and
clUes where such COllections are and where an&wen to
queat1on.s and books on loan can be speedU,. secured at a
tJ1fI.1ng fee- Wltb aucb connections the relources of a
great part of the country may be made available for a
relatively small clrcle."

In accordance wIth otber states NebraSka has an Illll­
eracy commisllon wbtcb Is well organized for detinUe
work. This will Include the claim of the near-illiterale
.. well as the lI11terate. It Js our hope to be able to,



Actioitie.

Field Work

LoGn.

assIst In bringing Nebraska to Its former high state 01
Uteracy.

Tbe work of the Nebraska Library Commission is or­
ganized under three general divisions, field activities, a
system of traveling librarIes nnd reference loans, the
building and supervising of libraries In the state institu­
tions under the Board or Control.

When the library commission was organized In 1901,
there were 24 tax-supported lIbrarIes In Nebraska. There
are now 126 towns In the state which are maintaining
libraries. Tbe commission has given detl.nlte assistance
in the establlshmQnt and organization or lhese libraries.
Field activities arc not confined to help In organizing new
Ubraries. Problems at administration, technical assistance
and visits at friendly encouragement are legitimate com­
mission worl.. Regular vlsit.s should be made to ali public
librarIes ot the state. There is a growing I1st Which we
cali association libraries, fostered by the women's clubs.
It is from such beginnings that the greater number of our
free publfc Ubrarlell bas grown. There should be personal
visits to these libraries In an early stage or their develop­
ment. Some of them are strategically located and may
be the possible beginnings or county library systems.

All visits by the commission are made without e:rr.;pense
to tbe community receiving belp.

The second activity or the library commission Is its
circulation of books to groups and individuals, upon ap­
pllcation. The Increase In reQuests during the past two
years is a surprise even to ourselves. The total number
of requests filled Is 10,165 as against 6,213 for the Pf9­
ceding biennium, or an Increase or 64.%. There has been
• Dhenomenal growth In the reQuests from Individuals,
the increase being 92% or 6.861 in contrast to 3,569 of
the biennium preceding. While the increase in requests
reaches a percentage ot 64, the Increase In )lumber ot
volumes loaned is only 11%. Mi Mr. Bundy, Secretary or the
Missouri commission says: "The work and expense ot cir­
culating books Is Increasing faster than the number of
books circulated. Hence, It the service 1s to grow, appro­
priations must be Increased In order to provide more
books and a larger working torce."

In answer to all reQuests ot the biennium 86,230 books
bave been loaned, 62,287 In traveling library groups and
2S,934 to Individuals. It Is dlfftcult to secure a record
or circulation from the tra.vellng library borrowers, but
It Is the custom In this and otber library commissions to
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count five circulations to a volume. ThLs conservaUve
estimate brings the circulation of these books to 311,436
volumes. Add to this the 23,943 indIvidual loans and the
total circulation for the bIennium reaches 335,378.

A summary of requests and loans for the bIennium
just closing and a table ot comparative statistics Is given
on another page of this report.

We wIsh to say a word about the w(lrk entailed In
loaning these 86,230 volumes. It Is Quite a dUferent matter
to senll OUt tb1s number of bookll from a library com­
mission than It Is to loan them trom a public library.
There Is much more lletall work In shipping hy freight or
sending by poet than In .. hand-ta-hand traDster of .. book
from the librarian to tbe borrower acron tbe desk. Unless
one bas visited such a department he probably has but
a vague Idea or the record work which attaches to the
excbange ot traveling IIbrarlea or the time requt.red to
charge, wrap, welgh, stamp and get Leto Uncle Sun's
bands the packages which go by mall.

The traveling IJbraries are Instrumental In advancing
tbe general purposes of the commission. Through their
use, people learn wbat a library means to a community
and etItablbb a free public Ubrary, tbu,a provtdlng locally
wbat they formerly received from the commission. The
traveling libraries are lbed croups of books, aupplemented
by books along vanous lince. They are loaned for a period
of three months to any group of taxpayers, tbe borrower
-paying the transportaUon charge both ways. The travel­
Ing librarIes are for adults and for children. The)' are
loaned to publIc Ilbrarles. schools, especially rural schools,
other organIzaUoN! and residenUal sroups.

DurIOI' the bleoolom, 993 traveUng Ubrarles have beeo
loaned to 90 counUes. 'I'be three counUes which have not
beeo served are Douglas, Gospcr and Loup. The couoUes
leadlo;" with tbe number of traveling libraries borrowed
aro Lincoln 36, Laneaater 35, Thayer 32, Custer 31, Cedar
30, Gage 26, Saunders 24, Cua 21.

By careful parceling, the reques~ for fixed collecUons
can be filled Le a more or le81 real50aabIe time. There I.
ooe overwbelmlng demand wblch the commission can oot
meet. It Is for fiction to be used In tbe Eogllsn depart­
ment. of the HIgh Schools. We have a limited number
or copies or Lorna Doone, Robinson Crusoe and Tom
Sawyer hut hundreds of copletl wOulll not be sufll.e1ent.
Nor do we feel thst we should build to keep pace with

,
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Re/ertlnce

this demand. These books should be provided locally In
school and public IIbrarles where It Is at all possIhle. As
a hIgh school eQuips its domestic science department and
Its chemical laboratory, so should It consider the library
as essential equipment.

Expressions of appreciation come from many of our
traveling llbrary borrowers. It helps along the work of
the day when the morning's mall brings letters which
tell us that they were pleased with the selection ot books
aud wbll al,lulh~r lrav~llnl;; library. or all recenl l~lleC8

none has cheered us more than this very spontaneous one
written under date of November 10, 1924.

Public Lihrary CommIssion,
Lincoln, Nehraska.

Dear Madam: We received your books about two
weeks ago. I read many of them and enjoyed them
very much.

I thank you very much that you let us have them.
We are trying to keep them neat and clean, so other
little boys and glrls may enjoy them as I did.

Yours very respectfully,

Signed _ .

The teacher or lona, who wrote the ahove letler, says:
"This letter was written by one of my little tl.fth graders,
with very little help. It expresses the sentiment of the
whole school."

The Increase In loans to indivIduals seems more than
the normal expansion which one might eXIlect In any work
that has not reacbed tile height of Its usefulness. We can
account In part for the Increase In reQuests from clu'B
women, teachers, ministers, debaters, those taking exten­
sion courses, merchants, farmers, housewives and small
boys. Patrons of the commission make Its service known
to their friends who In turn apply for books. In addItion
to a normal growth or this kind Is an appreciable increase
In the variety of subject matter requested. Topics tor
study Include Amerlcanlzatlon, boy scouts, child welfare,
the church, cUizenshlp, family budget, illiteracy, Immigra·
tlon, laws relating to women, movie censorship, parent·
teacller association and the world court. Requests fot
ma.terlal on these subjects are many times repeated. Be­
sides these are the continued calls for art, drama, modern

10



poetry, mule, Nebraaka authors and resources. with many
a scattering req,ueat on topIcs of a IIgbter trend.

Many Interesting contacts are created by way ot our
reference loans. The Individual borrower often become'
a frIend who bringa us her problems and her contldeoce.
A mother gh'lng the ages and characterisUcs of ber three
sons, the eldest of whom Ia going astray, appeals to WI
to help her "save her boys." A recent letter from a
ranchwOD1an. who has been a ateady patron, reads: "You
have helped to make me a better woman and you have
made better men of my boya." "Ber boys" are the ranch­
meD employed. upon the estate.

Another cause for growth In Individual lonna Is attribu­
table to the arrangement with the University Extension
department whereby the commission supplies reference
material for their courses. RegistratiOn constantly In·
creasel, courses are beIng added, untIl this phase of the
work Is b)' no means negligible. It Is our cuslom to render
service outside Nebraska In only exceptional cases, but
with the extension regIstrants It seems necessary to foUo....
their wanderings with the material needed. By this meana
a few books and pamphlets have been lent to each of
the following states: Arlfiinsas, California, Colorado,
Idallo, illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky; Michigan, Missis­
sippI. Missouri, Montana, New MeJ[lco, Oregon, Pennsyl­
vania, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Wisconsin and
Wyoming.

Wltbln our borders, requesta for reference material
have come from 535 communlUes, located in 92 countlel.
The only count,. not served during tbe biennium Is Banner.
In point of towns served Lancsster leads, loans having
been made to 16 cotntDunltiell within tbe county. Next
In line are Cass and Custer 15, Saunders 14, Thayer 13,
Cherry and Gage 12, Holt and Knox 11, and Buffalo 10.

In selecting books to answer the demands, an effort !s
made to keep a balance in the tra.ellng Ilbraries and open
shelf collections. For adult traveling I!brarles we aim tit
lelect such ftctlon as "deserves taking home to the familY."
For the open shelves, we buy a limited amount of ftcUon
of literary distinction, In anticipation or use for boolt
revlewa. The Juvenile traveling libraries cOnll18t Of con­
servstlve titles, the tried and easy being duplicated many
times. 'The open shelves contain aome of the beautiful
editions or old and new favorites. We bu,. generousl,.·
of bo,.s' and girls' booka because the commissiOn is supply·
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lnrtitutional
Libraries

ing reading matter for'so many school children who have
almost no other chance to know good book!!. It is a pleas­
ure to buy for children who neither know nor demand
the latest and best seller. The open shelf collection from
which the reference requests are answerd covers all classes
of books. Elfort Is made to anticipate requests on timely
topics.

We continue to supplement the commission collection
of 26,000 odd volumes by borrowing from the University
library, the Legislative Reference Bureau and other sources
of supply upon the campus.

In 1912 the Library CommiSSion was given full authority
for the selection of bOoks and supervIsion of libraries In
the state InstitutlODl~ under the Board Of Control. The
bulldlng foIf these libraries presents a special problem for
each type or Insutution and the experience of twelve
years under the present system shows the'advantage over
the old plan. Instead of disorganIzed collections of boon.
largely donated. orderly libraries have been esb.bllahed
or well·selected, wholesome books on all subjects and sulted
to each type of Inmate. The superintendents say that
these libraries have exerted an Imporb.nt Influence for
the moral and educational work or the institutions. The
following trlbul.Q from one of the superintendents Is typical:
"I wish to express my bellrty approval or the splendId
work or tbe I1brary commIssion. The books which we
have received have been a potent factor In our effort
ror higher standards In our management. They have beeD.
wisely selected to meet the various needs of tbe boys.
I hope that tbIs wQrk so splendidly begun will be contlnued
and enlarged."

The state hospital at Ingleside 15 one to which we re!er
with peculiar ~ratlflcatlon. Because the superintendent,
Dr. W. S. Fast, believes In books as a therapeutlc
agency he has made the library a sort of community'
center of L'J.e Institution where patients and employees
go regularly fQr their books. For five years It has
been proving the advantage of a large. cheerful, cen­
trally-located room over the crowded quarters shared with
the switchboard. Dr. Fast has felt the Importance or tbe
work to such a degree that he has given us the servIces
of a librarian. Mrs. O'Meara faithfully assists In getting
the right book to the right person. In no month does
the Ingleside circulation fall below 300 volumes. Some­
times It reaches 400. With but two or three exceptions,
hooks are to be found on every ward.

"



Another type 01 lnsUtutlon In which we teel that the
USefulnel8 ot books Ia proved Is the penitentiary. The
men read biography, travel, history, elllsys, poetry, ethics,
religion, as well as fiction. They ask tor technical boou
aIons many lInea. Some ot the subJecta In which the men
are Internted are accounting, advertising and selling,
blacksmithing, business employment, business letters, car­
pentry, cement and concrete, dairying, engineering, draw­
Ing, tarm management, tertll1zers and crops, foundry work.
trult growing, guollne engines, Industrial chem\.stry, Iron
and steel, Journalism, machine desIgn, motor trucks,
photography, plumbing, poUltry, printing, road constru~

tlon, sheep raising, steam and hot water heating, steam
power, the tinsmith, traction fanning and woodwork. Not
long atter supplying a particularly large consignment at
books covering many of the above subjects there came a
letter from the librarian saying, "Thank you heartily for
all the technical and mechanical books sent. They are
thoroughly appreciated and all In circulation."

Institutions of an educatlonai nature appreciate the boob
furniShed by the library commlaalon. The following letter
came recenUy from Mr. Booth. snperintendent of the
Bcbool for the Deaf: "The boob received from time to
time by our school, through the generostty of the Nebraska
Llbrary Commission, are a source of mUch pleasure aa
well as profit to our puplllJ. They are well S(!lected nnd
they admirably fit our needs, especially for reading matter
for our younger ch1ldren. Besides the books, we also
receive regularly 21 periodicals, the latter for the pupUs'
reading room. Reading by the deaf makes to an unusual
degree for education and culture, for, depending wholly
upon their sight for language communication, they must
get thought through reading if they get it at all:'

Along with ot!ler field work a curtailment ot visits to
the Institutional libraries bas been necesaary. While this
Is to be regretted there seems to us less urgent Deed for
tbe visIts of a supervising librar:lan tban for the servIce
of a librarian In each Institution. The books might be
made much more elfecthe could more Ume be given locally
to their care and drculatlon. Thls statement ls substan­
tiated In the case of thoae institutions which are putting
tbe llbrary on a similar footing with other departments.

The secretary or the commission Is a member or the
InstitutIonal LlbrarT committee of the American Library
Association. Th.ta committee held a conference in Chicago
In 1923 In connection with the A. L. A. midwinter meeti.n&.
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Publicity

At this time a reprelentaUye of one or the large eastern
roundatlon.s was present due to an lntereat In the prison
llhrarfu or the country.

With a heavy mall at hand, it a«leIDS that the Ubrary
comm1Sslon JI a well-knoWll department or the ltate. Then
we fl.nd lome one at our very doc,.. wbo scarcely knows
or our existence and we reaJhe that *e are not widely
advertbed. Tbe conuniSsJon has no regular means of pub­
Ucity. FundI do not allow the publlcatlon or a bulietln
as in the library co.lDUl1aslons or many ltates. However,
we belleve In publlclt.y and use avaIlable means to berome
known. Tbe AtI80ctated Press and other 11m1lar qeneJea
occaalonally give UI menUon. An etfecUve method of
reaching tbe club women 11 by articles In the FederaUon
Bullettn. Dy the courtesy or the editor, Mra. W. E. Minier,
the library comm1ulon has been given space In recent
Islues. Just among ourlelves the cll'CUlar letter II a.
mOOlum or publicity.

Another means or making the l'rork and purPOles Of
the coromlulon known Is by the parUclpaUon of the
secretary In programs or other organlzaUonl. She can
give but limited Ume to luch, but ber beIJef In cooperaUon
leads her to accept some Im'uatlons to SJ)e8.k to organized
groups. BesJdes talks to a number of women's clUbs, ahe
baa bad a part In state and dJstrIct meeUnga of the
Federation, gave papers at district and atate Nunes' con­
ferences, talked on children"s books on leveral occasions
and will as.l8t on Parent-Teacher AaaoclaUon programs.

Tbe omlSlllon of the Library Commisalon rrom Governor
Bryan's budget In 19%3 resulted in wide pnbllc1ty for the
commissiOn. Worda or approval came from many indi­
vIduals from all over the state and oq;anl:l:cd support was
thereby given by the Federation of Women'a Cluba and the
League or Women Voters.

In the preceding pages, we baye hinted at the needs
of the atate for the services of the I1brary commission.
We wish to speak speclll.caUy or those needs.

The field work has been mentioned; the number of
established libraries Is given elsewhere. It Is al.8o stated
that most of the towns III Nebraska which are large
enough to maintain Jlbrarles are now tulng themselves
for tbls purpOle, tbough much Is to be desired to make
tbat support adequate. From tbls statement It may seem
that there remains no need for field work. As a matter

14



ot fact It Is a brAnch. ot the work whIch presents a. pres..
Ing need. Many ot the Jlbrarles are not cataloged. Changes
in librarIans and library boards create conditions which
call tor help. Every library should be Visited at least
once during a. biennIum. for friendly encouragement,. If Dot
in ansv;er to specl1l.c call. To recently orgawled libraries
It Is often expedient to make several visit! wlthLn a bien­
nIal period. To some libraries these visIts should be ot
two or more 'l\'eeks In duration. There Is always a. walt­
Inl: list or ....Islts to be made. Though most people seem
charitably minded to.....·ard us, delay In answel"ing aUI'll
calls Is neglect of legit1InAte commlsslon aetivity. Woo
admIt the neglect but we do It without apology. It Is
Impossible In view of tbe cut In appropriation. whIch
necesll)tated the reduction in the statt, to aIlswer the lI.eld
reQuests or to anticipate such needs.

Nebrask::. Is a rural state of great distances. There
are auetches of country where the population Is scat­
tered and the people are many miles from a library cen­
ter. A survey hal Ihown that more than three-lI.ftbs of
the 1,296,000 people of Nebraska. are without local library
facilities. A growing number of theso people Is looking
to the Ubrary commission for books. In the face of a 64%
Increase In requests, the commission Is operaLlng on a
book fund one-third less than that of the preceding bien­
nium, It having been reduced by the last legislature from
$6,000.00 to $4,000.00.

To help meet the state need, our legislative estimate
Includes a reQ.uest for more money to buy books. However,
to use such all Illcrease, we feel that we need more help
to take care of It. The secretary does and sboUid do the
aelecUDg of booka but she should not hne to gi....e ber
time to their mere mechanical preparation for cmulatlon.
One wbo has no aCQ.ualntance wltb the proceasell of order­
Ing, checking, acccsslonlng, pocketing, cardIng, cataloging,
replacing and preparing for rebinding bas but a ....ague Idea
of the actual time necessary to get books ready for the
borrower. AsIde from the cataloging, whJch Is done by
the ri'!ference librarian, mOlt of this work could be done
by clerical help. H::.ymg r.o steno~Ilb("r and student help
but a lJmlted number of hours, much detail of book prep­
aration failS to those whose time Is needed for other
branches ot the work.

The maIntenance fund of the budget has alao been re­
duced. It is possIble to take care of rnnnIng expenses hut
there Is not enough money to cover the COlt of Tislu to
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Ubr8l'Jee askIng and needing assistance.

In view of tbese needs, the library commLnion J.s sub­
mltUn&" a request for an approprlaUon which will allow
for the addlUon to the staff of a field agep.t and a
stenographer. Request Is being made for an increase
to meet maintenance needs. We are asking for a restora­
tJon to the former book fund, plus an Increase to cover
normal expansion. An additional amount Is being asked.
for the InsUtuUonal IlbrnrJes In oreter to sup~ly lhlt lll"ow­
lng Inmate population with books and periodicals. The
present biennial fund of $5000.00 Is divided among sixteen
Institutions Instead of the thirteen of a few yean ago.

PUBLIC LIBRARIES
There are 126 free publlc libraries In Nebraska. Four

or these have been added durIng the past two years. Tbey
a.r6 at Gordon, Long Pine, Mitchell and Wahoo. SInce
Wahoo has come wIthin the fold, tbere are but two townS
above a population or 2,000 which do not bave tu:­
IIUpported libraries. These are Ord and South Sioux City,
both of which have assoclatlon libraries. We have worked
and had resson to expect [0 1I5t On!. by this time but no
levy for the support of their library has as yet been
made by tbe town. It Is necessary to report one library
a8 withdrawn from the list. Several years ago the town·
ship Including Sargent made a library levy. Following this,
etl'ort was made to assist In organlz.ation, but condlUons
have seemed unfavorable to establishment. They noW" re­
port a lapse of levy.

Vlslt.!! or organ.lzaUon have al80 been made to ShickleY,
Stratton, Trenton and \Vaunata, In the Interest or assocla·
tlon libraries. Battle Creek has recently organized a
llbrary under the auspIces or the woman's club. The list
of aasoclatlon libraries Is given on another page.

The general status of the pubUc libraries of Nebraska
Is but Uttle changed siuce our last report. In some towns
the levy haa boon raised. In others we regret to say that
It has been slightly lowered.

seventeen towns have reached, by tu:. Incomes of $1.00
per capita wblch Is considered by A. L. A. a reasonable
minimum revenue.
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per capita, by taxation:
LexIngton
Loup Cltr
Madison
Merna'
Orleans'
Shelton'
Stanton
Wayne

Towns ho.vlng reached U.OO
Bloomfteld
Clarka'
Clay Center
eo",
Geneva
GuIde Rock
Hartington
Harvard
Hebron

TOll'ns which haTe come within $100.00 ot $1.00 per capita,
by tuatlon:

Arcadia' Humboldt
Falrfteld Sulton
Fal.l.a City Table Roclr:
Friend Gothenburg Wausa'

'Those whJch are starred are townshIp libraries, the
population consIdered being that ot the unit taxed.

Several other towns fall but little short of the above
measure. Weeping Water, from combIned sources of rey·
enue, haa reached this mark.

As for several yeara put there 18 almost DO library Buildin,.
buUding program in Nebraska. Two years ago we re-
ported three new buIldlngl, making 68 Carnegie llbrariell'
and 13 from other sources. There Is one new buIlding
to Nlport for tbll biennial period. Arnold haa ~arly com-
Dieted a $20.000.00 library made possible by a 111,500.00
beque8t of MI1I. sarah O. Finch. The buUding II a memo-
rtal to Mra. Finch and her husband. Ephrlam S. Finch,
early pioneers of CWiter county. Arnold being a township
Ubrary. this promises to be a center of usefulness as well
as beauty.

Nebra.ska Wesleyan UnJverslty. or Unlvenlty Place.
dedicated a beautifUl new lihrary bullding in .June. 192•.
The boildlng COllt $75.000.00. Ot this amollDt $25.000.00
was given hy Mra. Rachel Ann Lucal. for whom the
I1brary Is named. Friends ot the IIbra.rlan, Miss Langdon,
rejoice with her In thIs change trom the former location
of the library to the altracUTe and lVorkable quarten of
the nelV buIldln,r.

Another buIldlng dese"lng menUon l.s the nelV $3,500,000
Technlcal High School of Omaha, or which the library
under the capable I1brarlan, Misl Ingles, Is an Important
part. Due to the viBlon or the Drlnclpal, Mr. Dwight E.
Porter, the library functionl as the center ot the entire
IYltem.
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To the u.st of sChool libnuies has been added that of
the Omaha north high school.

OceaJI.lonal1y inQulr)' cornea to this department, relaU...e
to Carnegie grants for library buildings, from a few towns
which neglected the earlier opportunity and from those
more recently organized. In thJs connecUon we pnbllsh
here a letter of July, 1923, from Dr. W. S. Learned: "The
Carnegie CorporaUon has dednltely d!.scoDtlnued ali ap­
propriations to towns and clUes for library buildings. No
ueeptiona wbate...er are tna.de to t.b18 poliey and eUD
when clrcumstances are most urgent It Is QUIte useless.
to apply here.

The Corporation has by no means abandoned Its interest
in lIhrary service but It feels that In flO far aa buUdlnp
are concerned, Hs work has been accomplished,"

The reported girts to libraries or Nebraska for 1923 are
as follows: To Alliance, Arnold, Aurora, Broken Bow,
David City, Fails City, North Platte, Plattsmouth, Rush·
ville, Seward, Tekamah, Wakelield, Wymore, YOrk, Doane
College and the State HistorIcal Society was gI...en an
aggregate of 2,051 volumes, valued at $2,362.00. Glrta or
money and donors are:

Broken Bow

Rnshvllle.,wan!
York College

Woman's Club ~~~~~~~f$160'00P. E. O. Chapter 10.00
Eastern Star Chapter 10%.00
Fred K. Babson SOO.OO
Guy F. Buswell 100.00

Legidation

The Kearney public library recelTed one of hili palntlnp
by Lawton Parker, valned at Munich in 1905 :l.t $3.000.00.

The Woman's Club of Dundee gave to the library com­
mission 100 volumel, most of which were recent books of
fiction which had formed the basis of their study. A few
of these were retained by the commission as the best
source or distribution. The greater part was divided
among a few newly organized Ubrarlea. In behalf ot all
who shared In this gift we wlah here publicly to e:lpress
appreciation.

The only library legislation or the forty-second session
or the Nebraska legislature was to repeal that part or
the law In section 3188. relating to directors, making three
constltute a Quorum for the transaction or business. This
was enacted merely to correct a previous overslgbt.
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COUNTY LIBRARIES
It agaIn becomes our duty to report that Nebraska hu

no county libraries. How much failure to establish aneb
la due to general economIc condltlons and how much it la
due to the lack of a 11eld worker who mIght help the
people realize the advantage of county library service,
It Is dlfll.cult to asy.

While the need of free county llbrary aemce must be
felt by the residents of a county In order to bring the
matter to a successful vote at a general elecUon. we be­
lieve that nllta from a member of the eom.mlsalou statf
would help to creale interest looking to the establishment
of a county llbrary which we deem the nentual and Ideal
loluUoo of the problem of setUng boob to our people
who need and delllre them.

Many of our municipal and toWD.llhIp libraries are not
well enough financed to serve those within tbelr taxed
limits. There are many beyond those lImits who are
'uat as eager for books, as reQ.ulala coming to our depart.
ment bear evidence. In a paragraph telling ot our reter­
once loans there are listed a tew counUes Into all or
nearly all ot whose toWllB the COmmission 1a aendlng booo.
May theae not be logical localities tor making the count,­
the unit ot library organization1 T1i1a would allow the
library commission to be 80 much the more anUable to
people In other parts ot the state.

There are many who are far removed trom library prh1·
leges. In 28 counUes In Nebruka there are no tree pnbl1c
libraries and 19 counties have no local library 'aclll·
ties whatever.

Propo$ed usl$tance In promUlgating the county IibrarT
Idea comes from the International Harvester Comx:mny. It
la their custom to send Into certain localities representa­
tives of the company who speak on Tarlou.a agricultural
and community topics. They now auggest maJdng the
county library one of these subjects. IJ'belr cooperation
in tbla maUer Is appredat@d,

LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS
There are two professIonal organizations of wblch our

librarians mny become members, the Nebraska LIbrarY
ASSOCiation nnd the American Library Association. Every
librarIan In the state should be affiliated with the N, L. A.
because or the benefit to ber aud ber lIbrary and for the
help which she can give to the organization, We conAlder
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this not only a professional privIlege, but an obligation.
It Is also desirable to have J1brary boards or individual
members tbereof belong to the state association.

The A. L. A. membership commlttee has for its slogan
"10,000 MEMBERS BY 1926." Such a membership will
enable the association to gI"e more ",Ita} and valuable
professional service to each member and to the UbrarY
movement. A type of membership Is provided for every
type of library worker In the country. As a member of the
A..J,. A. mflmberl!btp committee, tbe secretary or the
!Jbrary commission sent a circular letter to all librarians
and library boards e:qJlalning tbese types of membership.
An Increase of 17% In members followed th1s appeal
Tbere are otbers wbo sbould become members of tbe
national organ.lzatIon. Please ask us or A. L. A. bead­
Q.uarters for deSired In[ormatlon. Application for member­
sblp may be sent to tbe library commlsslon or to the
A. L. A. Secretary, Mr. Carl B. Milam, 86 East Randolpb
Street, Chicago.

As organizations furnish an opportunity to be a1IIllated
with other librarians, so tbe conferencea of these assocIa­
tions provIde a chance to meet with those who have like
interests. Again we urge attendance upon our annual
N. L. A. meetings. Those who attend regularly feel that
tbey cannot do without thl) help thereby glven.

It Is desirable for any who can, to attend the A. L. A.
meetings. Most or our librarians are unable to dO' so
because or distances. However, it Is possible for many
to attend regional A. L. A. conferences. Such a meetIng
was held In St. Joseph, MIssourI, In 1922. So man.lfest
was the intereat and so great tbe help that inquiries have
been made regarding another reglonal meeting. In Octo­
ber, 1924, at the N. L. A. conference, an Invitation was
accepted by Nebraska to join Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota,
Missouri and South Dakota at Sioux City, Iowa., In 1925.
In tbe event ot tbls meeting, wblch Is advantageously
located, we shall expect a large representatIon from N&­
braska.

The 1923 N. L. A. meeting was held In Llnroln, Miss
Borne ot the cJty librarY being president and hostess.
Mr. Cbalmers Badley, tben of the Denver publtc library,
was our honored guest. He spoke to us on "Changing
Fashions In Books." In 1924 the N. L. A. met in Omaha.,
Mlas Craig, reterence Ubrartan ot the University ltbrary
being president. Mr. MlIam, Secretary ot the American
Library Aasoc1atIon, gan a splendid addresB on "The
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Library and Adult Education." He also taUr.ed Informally
at an A. L. A. chapter meeting, provldlng to all who heard
him an enlarged vision and a renewed courage.

At the 1923 N. L. A. meeting a committee was appointed
at the suggestion of tbe secretary of tbe library commis­
sion, the purpose of tbls committee being to formulate
aome plan tor obtal.nl.ng more compreheDlllve in!ormatlon
on the status of the public libraries than Is IIicluded In
annual statLsUcs sent to tbe comm1sslon Ln compliance With
the law. The committee. now known 8Jl the CommIttee
ot FIve, CODlli.!lts of M1ss Toblti, Mi.!Is Horne, Ml.as McQuaid,
Miss Jennings and MIss Wllllame. In February a question.
nalre was /lent out by tbe commUtee. Tbls Ineluded Iteme
relating to income and budget, board meetings, report to
council, use of Bookllst and otber approved lists. /lub­
scription to professional periodicals, memberahIp I.n and
attendance upon library asSOCIaUODll, state and nationAl.
Nothing was I.ncluded wblcb might not reasonably be met
by nearly any library of the slate. The result4 of the
questionnaire were tablllated and they furnb:hed the basis
of discussion at the 1924 N. L. A. meeting, With Mias
McQuaid as leader.

The committee Is continued for another year. It WIll
work out some means or recognition of eustlng standards
and will formulate some scheme for friendly competition
lookJng to certalo grades of standardization.

We Wisb to thank the IJbrar1a.nB for answering the Que.
tionnalre 80 promptly and alao to e.J;pl"en appreclation
for the work of the commJttee. Members of the Omaba
staff and MIss McQuaId deserve a epeelal word for the
great amount of work done In tabulating the data re­
ceived.

From time to time, district library meetings have been
held In dltrerent parta or the state. Tbese onlHlay meet·
ings are especlally valuable for tbe librarian of Lbe small
library who teels a certain isolation in ber work In bavlng
no one In her own community with wbom she can talk
"ebop." Aiao at the dllltrlct meet.lngs the attendance or
trustees haa been proportionately greater than at the
state meetings. In May, 1924, a dllltrlct meeting was beld
I.n Madison. Everyone was gracious but the weather man.
In spite of him, we bad a good time discussIng Informally
a number of topics. It was a pleasure to be guests ot tbe
Madison library board and or tbe librarian, Mrs. Johnson,
or wbose work sucb good words may always be spoken.

With a regional meeting I.n Pl"Olpeet tor the rall of
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1925, it is desirable to bold a number ot district meetings
In the spring. Three towns, sufficiently separated, have
already extended inVitations.

LIBRARY INSTITUTES

When places of meeting have made it possible the library
commission has occasionally conducted library lnatltutea:
in connection with the N. L. A. meetings. Institutes were
held In 1923 In Lincoln and In 1924 In Omaha.

There were 36 Ubrarlans In attendance at the institute
In Lincoln. This was an Increase of 14 over any previous
year. T!ley represented 36 libraries and came from 27
counties. the distance traveled one way being 4,276 miles.
Mr. Wyer, Miss McQuaid and Miss Williams gave three
lectures eacb, Including reference work. government docu­
ments, statistics and reports. publicity, general problems of
administration and aids to book selection.

In connection with the Institute the commission had a
number of exhibits. One exhibit of children's books at­
tracted special attention. This was an outgrowth of a
belief that there Is urgent need to exercise care in the
selectlon of books for boys and girls. The exhibit took
the form of a house of undesirable books built upon the
sand In contrast to a house of desirable books built upon
firm foundation. Having visualized this contrast, approved
Hsts of children's books were provided tor distribution.
Tbat the campaign against undesirable books for children
might be brought to the attention of aIt librarians of the
state, a cut of the exhibit of book bouses, printed and
mimeographed ltsts, together with excerpts from letters
by Nebraska librarians who buy books appearing only on
approved lists, were mailed to aU public Ubrarles.

At the Institute in Omaha. 33 librarians registered.
Letters came trom a dozen others who wrote regretfully
that they were unable to come because ot distance and
attending expense.

Leetures on more technical subjects than bave been
Included In any previous program were given at this
Institute. Miss Taylor of the Omaha pubttc library gave
two lectures on classification and one on the shelt-IUlL
Miss McQuaid e;qJiained In futl how to have a. "live regl8­
ter." Miss Tobltt gave a talk on the busineea side of
the library which every librarian in the state should have
heard. Topics presented by Miss Wllliams were book
orders, accessions and withdrawals, and aids to book
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selection. One half day was given over to book repair.
We were fortunate to have this opportunity to observe
the Omaha system ot bInding and mending. Mias Duncan
also demonstrated the Toronto method of mendJ.Dg. The
I.natltute Included a vislt to omaha branch libraries..

We teel that aMblu are a valuable part of the lnaUtute
sessions. Several were arranged tor thIs year, part of
which were provIded through the courtesy of the circula­
tion and children's departments of the Omaha llbrnry, The
exhlbitA RlTA.nced by the commission Included A. L. A.
publications, a tew commerctal dlaplaYll and printed and
mimeographed Usta tor dl.stribution.
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COMPARATIVE STATISTICS
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS

Volumes acceaaloned to December I, 1922 .._._29,88-4

Volumes in library December I, 1922 _ 2-4.460

Volumes added trom December I, 1922, to November
30, 1924 _ _ _ 3.07-4

Volumes w1tbdrawn to December 1, 1922_____ M.$f

VolumcH withdrawn from December 1, 1922 to No-
vember 30, 192-4- _ __. ._ 1,060

Volumes acceasloned to November 30, 192-4 32,958

Volumes in library November 30, 1924 26,464

EXPENDITURES DEC. 1, 1922 TO NOV. 30, 192-4

From From
Appropriation Appropriation

1921-1923 1923-1925
Boob _. .__._._........_ $1.603.26 $ 3,039.811

Maintenance 9:18.79 1,919.0&
Binding -487.37 513.66
]nJlUtutional Ubrar:les 1,77U4 2,-407.S5
Salaries and wageL..._... 3,237.10 1,004.15

$8,0-40.86 $14,953.81
8,0-40.88

TotaL.._ __ __. $22,99U7

Appropriation July 1, 1923 to June 3D, 1925__$23,000.00
EJ:pended July I, 1923 to November 30, 192-4__• H,953.81
Balance . 8,0-46,19
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STATE INSTITUTION LIBRARIES

IIlBUtution Place
Population

(Excluslveol
Employees)

Volumes
In

Library

Circulation
to<

Biennium
\

EXpendltures for Biennium

Book. \
.nd

Periodlcala Other

Boys' Induatrial School, Kearney ._..._... 172 1,083 6,510 $271.34.
Girls' Training School, Geneva........... ._.__. 204. 1,046 2,nOt :98.84
Home for Dependent Children. Llneoln....._..._... 93 225 --t 68.32
Home for Feeble-Minded, BeatTIOO-••.••••• .•_...... 165 884 1,359t 225.16
Hospital for Tuberculoua, Kearney._._._.._....... 96 709 2,362 269.28
Inc!ustrlal Home for Women, ?UUord.................. 74 591 689t 149.09
Orthopedic Hospital, Lincoln •............................... 107 1,360 ........• 114.01
Penitentiary, LIncoln 624 2,972 41,588 681.24
Refonnatory for Men, L1ncoln._........................... 204 995 4,083 617.65
Refonnatory for WODlen, York•._......•.•._.._.__.... 33 ._.....t • 23,35
School for the D~af, Omaha.........__..•...•.__.._......... 172 1,535 2.664t 265.74
Soldiers' Home, BurketL. .. . ._._ %95 1.365 2,070 189.42

~ Soldiers' Home, Milford 131 590 • 63.65
State Hospital for Insane, Ingleslde.____ 1,267 1,648 9,731 385.18
State Hospital for Insane, Llnooln.•.._.__._._... 1,021 1,063 __• 327.32
State Hospital for Inaane, NOrfolk.__. .._.. 781 1,241 - 233.11
All InslltuUona .....•_ •.................._•...•.....•.._................•......._ ..•....._ .._.. . __...•._._ .__ $37].97

-No report.
tReport for 16 months.
tLoan from Library Commission.
JToo recently organized to report.



ASSOCIATION LIBRARIES

Libraries in the following towns, flDanced other than b1
ta:l:aUOn, are under the auspIces ot women', e!ube or other
civic groups. Some or these are merely permuent travel­
ing library stations. A few of these Ubrarle.a Will probably
loon become w-Iupported.

Adams
A1e:nndrta
Aug....
Atkinson
A<~

Battle Creek
Beaver City
Beaver CrOllslDr
Beemer
Belden
Belgrade
Boelus
Bradshaw_..-
Brownlee
Bruning
Cambrtdge
Carleton
Chester
Clarkson
Crab Orchard
Croobton
Culbertson
Dakota City
Davenport
Decatur
Deshler
Diller
Dorchester
Ed,u

Elgin

Elkhorn
Elm Creek
Elmwood
Eustla
FaIrmODt

Farnam
Grant
Gresham
Hardy
Hay Sprll:lgll
Rayes Center
Hemingford
Herman
Homer
Jansen
Keystone
Leigh
Lemoyno
LusbtOD
Lyons
Mason City
Minatare
Monroe
Mullen
Murray
Nemnha
Oakdale
Ogallala
On:hard

0"
Oshkosh
Onord
p ...
Palmyra
Polk
Potter
Ruskin
St. .Edward
St. Paul
Salem
Scolla
Shickley
Shubert
South Sioux City
Springhld
Steele City
Stratton
Sutherland
TIlden
Trenton
Valentine
Valley
Valparaiso
Wallace
Walthill
\\'aterloo
\Vestem
Wolbach
Wynot

Aulstance in bringing the above list to date was reno
dered by the library cbalrman or the Federation, Mrs.
Capps, In cooperation with her district chairmen. It other
towns should be Lncluded. names of such Would be a1)­
prec1ated by the secretary or the library commlulon.
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DEPARTM.ElNT Location

STATE LIBRARIES

Voll. Director

State Library _ _ Llncoln _ 84,722
Public Library Commlsslon Llncoln _.. 26.464
Legislative Reference Bureau. Llncoln _ _ ·40,000
Slate Historical Soclety Llncoln 60,000

·Chleny pampblets and cllpplngB.

SCHOOL AND COLLEGE LIBRARIES

H. C. Lindsay
Nellie WillIams
Edna D. Bullock
Mrs. C. S. Paine

Cotner College _ .Dethany _.......... 6,000
"" Creighton University _ _ Omaha _ 31,000
... Doane College _ _.._ _ _Crete 15,425

Grand Island College _ _.._ Grand Island _ _.................. 10.210
Hastings College _.........•........Hastlngs 9,000
LInC<lln High School Llncoln __._...................... 4,298
Luther College _ .wahoo _............ 3.500
Nebraska Wesleyan Unlverslty _. University Place _ _ 16,700
Omaha Central High School.. _ _Omaha 13.000
Omaha North High School· .__ _..OlUaha _.. __ _............. 1.047
Omaha Technical High School... Omaha _ _ _ 12,500
Omaha South High School... _ Omaha 5,620
State Teachers College Chadron _ 7,222
State Teachers College Kearney _ 23,000
State Teachers College Peru 35,170
State Teachers College __.. ._ \Vayne 10,800
UnIon College _... . College View........... 8,900
University of Nebraska Uncoln 185,000
York College ................•._ York _.............. 4.000

SCHOOL Location Vols. Librarian

Earnest W. Lundeen
Francis E. Fitzgerald
Nora Hjelm
Esther Hlie
Mrs. Ida E. Capps
F. Thelma Eaton
Mrs. Hulda Knock
Ethol M. Langdon
Zora Shields
Catberlne Nichol
May Ingles
Clare Mackin
Franke Needham
Anna V. Jennings
Jessie J. Glass
Jessie P. Jenks
Blanche M. Wood
Nellie J. Compton
Harriet Lovell

·Recently organized.



TAX-8UPPORTED LIBRARIES

EXPENDlTURES ~••
• ~ • ~g•2 ~- • ~ LIBRARIANPLACE ·5 • "'So;>

~ • 0 0- ~ •• 0 .~
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0
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1 Ainsworth ._......_ ...... 1,508 $1,200 $500 n59 $362 " 3,811 14,600 '.7 Mn. Anna 1. Toliver
2 Albion _.._..._-_... 1,978 1,200 <SO 301 178 16 4,600 11,433 5.8 Mrs. Jennie Gradon
3 Alliance _ ..•_._._.. 4,591 8,662 92. 977 1,661 30 10,470 24,769 5.' Mrll. Blanche E. Pretlyman
4 Alma' .__. 1,.j98t 1,000 360 159 309 " 2,940 6,396 ,.• MI1J. Jennie Taylor
5 ADsley' ----_. 1,31St 1,200 225 '08 " 12 2,200 ]],037 8.' MI1J. F. L. Dewey
6 Arapahoe ____._ ". 50' 175 '" 50 , 1,584 UOO '.7 An" Koelmel

» 7 Arcadia' ---_.- 1,125t 1,100 <8. 112 '" 33 2,783 7,282 '.5 >!u. Sue Tucker
~ 8 Arlington ---_. 695 SO, 10< lDO , l.6DO U30 H Mrll. Mell E. Wlnset

9 Arnold' _._......__. 1,692t 55' ,<0 1<. 169 10 1,300 6,011 3.' Laura C. Peterson
10 Ashland _ ...__.__ 1,725 1,000 ". 295 3« 15 3,.Hl 9,211 5.3 Margaret Godden
11 Auburn .._ .............._ .. 2,863 1,963 784 '« '54 <0 6,478 17,412 '.1 >!u. LlllIan MaaUn
12 Aurora ......._....__... 2,962 2,500 720 293 1,189 30 6,018 16,'779 5.' Lillian Moore
13 Bayard _ ....._......__.... 2,127 1,S00 66. U6 80 13 3,000 2,187 1.' Mrs. Kathryn GarrIson
14 Beatrice ........._........_. 9,664 6,064 2,171 1,925 1,659 66 16.630 66,714. ,., Mrs. C. A. Andersoll
15 Blair ......._..._.............. 2,702 1,787 50. '" '" 30 4,500 15,141 5.' May McQuartle
16 Bloomfield ........_...... 1,431 1,500 50. '54 505 35 3,042 7,796 5.l Mrs. Mae Durbin
17 Bridgeport .._-_._.. 1,235 750 120 25. 407 8 1,800 8,000 ,., Louise Estlll
18 BrOken Bow _ ..._ .... 2,567 2,020 90. m 1,026 <0 3,305 17,551 6.8 Dorothy Maullck
19 Burwell ----_..... 1,214 54. 3DO 128 60 15 '" 7,525 6.' Lula Walker
!O CalTOlI _._......._ ... '<8 175 60 20 72 5 1.088 Helen Francis
21 Ce<tar Rapids _. 766 .60 146 128 66 8 :,800 7,079 ,., Mrs.. E. L. Melvin

"Township library.
tlneludlng townsblp IlOPuJaUon.
Alma bas become a township lIbrary wltbln tbe past year.



TAX·SUPPORTED LIBRARIES (Continued)

,
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22 Central Clly...•.._.._....
23 Chadron _. .•........
24 Chappell ._ .
25 Clarks- ._ _..•
26 Clay Center _.•..•
27 College View .
28 COlumbus .

~ 29 COzad _._ .
30 Crawford ._ _.......•...
31 Creighton __._.._.....
32 Crete .•
33 David City _. .
34 DeWitt •__ _._._ .
35 Fairbury _ .
36 Falrlleld .
37 Falls City .
38 Franklin _ .
39 Jo'remont .._.
40 FrIend ..
41 Fullerton .__.._
4% Geneva ._.__. ...

2,00 $l.21)0 $7%0 $291 '68 5.400 13.440 '.6
4.412 2... 960 573 577 21 6.306 30.362 6.9
1.131 1,GOO 360 '" 65 10 1.725 8.662 7.7
1,457t 1,700 ..0 137 '" 29 2.204 5.020 ,..

96' 1.091 432 .. ... " 2,271 5,574 5.8
2.249 1,300 583 '" ... 36 4,293 7.081 8.1
5.410 4,902 1.37(; 1,196 1.316 33 8,264 31,573 '.8
l.293 1,500 ..0 14' 212 18 2,182 2.400 1.9
1.646 650 186 ... 104 7 2.650 8.786 ,.,
1,446 4<, 240 175 30 10 2.094 8.000 '.5
2.445 1,434 '40 416 608 30 6.5!6 13.930 '.7
%,%16 1,676 652 298 6" " 5.498 17.5-40 7.9

'" 300 100 110 70 8 l.250 5,684 9.1
5,454 4.096 1,627 1,038 1.149 51 9,126 40.422 7.'

78. 750 300 125 195 35 2,300 6,535 8.2
4,930 5,000 1,460 915 1,320 " 11.380 51,099 10.4
1,055 600 195 161 182 10 6,716 9,249 8.7
9.605 5.893 1.500 1.490 2.921 .. 12,760 55.753 '.8
U6a 1,200 '00 200 700 30 1.975 8.687 '.7
1.595 1,000 '80 516 220 14 5.380 16.'778 10.5
1,768 2.072 780 440 54. 39 4.535 10.770 6.1

Margaret Anderson
Mrs. Ellu,belb O'L!nD Smith
Mrs. Grace M. BUBSe
Elizabeth McLean
Bertba F. Jessup
Mary R. Welch
Rose Riddell
Edith Allen
Mrs. Clyde J. Hornsby
Mrs. Adela Horn
Mrs. C. F. Baker
Mrs. Ella V. Myel'
Rosa Koenig
Mary C. McQuaid
Mrs. Alma E. Ewing
Mary Hutchings
Josephine Peck
Dorotbea :Mortensen
Rotha Doner
Mrs. Bemlce E. DoW1llll.C
M.fS. babel Bl.J:by

-Township library.
tlncludlng township population.



TAX·SUPPORTED LIDRARIES (Continued)
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43 Genoa ....................._... 1,069 $400 $120 $200 $55 8 1,800 4,555 4.2 Mrs. C. H. Shields
44 Gering .......................• 2,508 1,361 512 645 139 15 2,500 20,500 8.1 Mrs. Ida Ripley
46 Gibbon- .................._.. l.432t 1,200 420 21. 525 22 2,898 8,187 5.7 Mrs. Florence H. Smith
46 Gordon ........._............. 1.581 592 24. 27. " 18 U16 6,720 '.2 Mrs. Frank. Hummel
47 Gothenburg ................ 1,754 1,713 90. 27. 529 23 2,730 7,819 '.5 S. Frances Botkin
48 Grand Island ............ 13,947 5,700 1,883 1,125 2,195 51 8,950 43,800 3.1 Daisy Houck
49 Guide Rock 611 743 30. 139 29. 18 2,310 5,984 9.8 Katherine Guy

::;: 50 Hartington ................ 1,467 1,812 42. 975 791 15 7,000 4.800 3.3 Mrs. Kate S. Bryant
61 Harvard ..... ___ 991 1,100 385 93 633 30 2,389 9,644 9.7 M~. A. J. Jenison
62 Hastings ....._............. 11,647 6,220 1,200 838 1,676 63 11,076 15,879 3.9 Mrs. Mae H. BarlllllB
63 Havelock ............_....... 3,602 2,50(} 90. '60 432 48 5,123 17,097 '.7 Mrs. Susie G. Smith
64 Hebron ........................ 1,513 1,818 42. 577 465 30 1,698 10,'187 7.1 Mrs. Floy Talbott
55 Holdrege .................... 3,108 2,906 12. 401 1,286 37 6,000 17,153 5.5 Mrs. Catherine Will,
56 Hooper ........................ 1,014 232 173 83 18 9 1,900 2,600 2.6 Mrs. S. L. Whitcomb
&7 Humboldt .................. 1,2'17 1,260 36' 23. 443 32 3,500 10,585 8.3 Mrs. J. K. IJggett
58 K(:arney ..__............. 7,702 3.600 1,680 599 1,415 48 11,849 37,067 '.8 Mrs. Mary E. O'Brt..n
59 Kimball ........... _._........ 1,620 1,384 483 259 48. 30 2,004 10,238 88 Mrs. J. H. Russell
50 Laurel ........................ 83. ." 36. 75 7 8 1,644 1,800 2.2 Roy L. Lothrop
61 Lexington .................. 2,327 2,600 90' 602 SO, 45 3,100 1'1,628 7.8 Mary Kelley
62 Lincoln ...................._.. 54,948 29,336 12,094 11,064- '1,867 12 52,Q44 367,823 6.5 Lulu Horne
63 Long Pine ..._............. 1,200 '" ,20 ,83 77 9 653 7,000 5.8 Mrs. M. J. Potter
64 LlJulsvllle .................. 645 '" 83 54 9 6 1,375 2,78'1 '.2 Edith F. Shryock

-TownshIp library.
tIncludlng township population.
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65 Loup City ............._-. 1,958t $2,64& $800 $603 13' 36 2,509 13,591 ,., Mrs. Da" McDonald
66 McCook ...................... 4,303 1,740 748 808 881 51 7,554 11,476 '.7 Grace Willetts
67 Madison .................... 1,735 2,676 900 577 550 36 4,488 16,962 '.8 Mrs. Anna D. Johnson
68 Merna- _........_............ 1,368t 1,500 360 326 604 20 6,878 6,615 •., Mrs. H. K. Atkisson
89 Minden ......._................ 1,527 1,000 480 301 47 24 4,563 11,100 7.8 Mrs. Helen E. Slusser
70 Mitchell ...................... 1,298 SOO 360 150 60 21 l.800 Mrs. C. H. Spletb
71 Morrlll ........................ 772 482 ISO 361 75 8 2,000 9.000 11.7 Mrs. S. J. Medlin

~ 72 Nebraska CIty _......... 6.279 2,400 '00 500 830 " 8,000 17,509 2.8 Anne Stevenson
73. Neligh ...._................... 1,724 1,200 .00 217 589 15 4,395 13,476 7.' Mrs. Carrie M. Jones
74 Nelson ........................ 055 200 SO 90 196 7 2,030 5,509 5.' Allee E. Rudden
75 NGwman Grove ........ 1,260 675 240 368 133 16 960 5.532 '.4 Martha K. Thomassen
76 Norfolk ...................... 8,634 4,609 1,363 950 2,296 36 7,241 34.233 4.0 Laura Durland
77 North Bend- ............ 2,449t 1,470 480 261 209 28 2,675 8,809 3.' Laura Roump
78 North Platle .............. 10,466 2,529 1,240 .88 90' 42 7,944 36,491 3,5 Eleanor M, Wheeler
79 Oakland ...................... 1.356 1,200 300 210 120 " 1,726 6,733 5.0 Lydia Hill
80 Omaha ......_.................191,601 86,835 n,558 14,309 30,976 76 158,916 606,884 3.' E(\lth Tobltt
81 O'Neill- _..................... 2,521f 1,400 740 ISO '" 36 3,111 6.754 '.7 Mary McLaughlin
82 Orleans- _................... 1,414f 2,200 600 518 617 33 3,4.59 8.390 5.9 Dorothy M. Mahn
83 Osceola ...................... 1,209 40' m '" 124 " 1,340 5,165 4.3 Ethel Blake
84 Pawnee City .............. 1,595 1,150 600 '40 6ll 36 4,000 11,885 7.5 Mrs, Flora M. Fullerton
85 Pender ........................ '92 10. 36 85 3 3,000 4,000 ••• Dorothy Smith
86 Pierce .........•................ 1,105 1,000 330 '35 251 9 3,004 5,605 5.1 Mrs. J. A. Andrew

-Township library.
tInclUdlng townshIp population.
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87 PlaInview _.......~_..... 1,199 5850 5360 5160 ,286 16 2,107 9,600 8.0 Mrs. P. H. Parker
88 Plattsmouth •.._......... 4,190 3,900 1,070 702 2,025 33 12,500 28,182 6.7 C. Olive Jones
89 Ponca .........._........_ ... 1,014 450 96 187 8 4,693 9,188 9.1 Mrs. Mary Ups
90 Ralston ......_.........._. 455 300 120 33 81 16 2,100 1,200 2.6 J. T. O. Stewart
91 Randolph ........._....._.. 1,338 407 ,80 110 117 8 2,339 4,653 3.5 Mrs. D. P. Monfort
92 Ravenna' ............._..... 2,019t 1,350 '00 172 722 24 3,512 11,583 '.7 Nellie v. Clark
93 Red Cloud ....._...._.._. 1,856 1,400 720 160 560 30 4,618 19,360 lOA Yola Swartz

~ 94 Rushville ..._......_....... .55 '" 120 160 195 8 1,600 5,743 8.0 Margaret E. Young~

95 Schuyler .................... 2,636 2,072 650 '" "" 30 4,849 21,266 8.1 Mrs. Allee Carl
96 Scottsblurr .................. 6,912 3,000 950 628 625 80 6,000 14,945 2.2 Mrs. Nellie WIlson
91 ScrIbner ..........._......... 1,021 600 300 47 216 22 1,842 4,324 '.2 Anna Dierks
98 Seward ......._.....•.._..... 2,368 1,607 360 580 779 15 5,024 ,12,153 6.1 Janet Ashton
99 Shelton' ........•...•....... 1,512t 1,800 8" 324 643 33 4,879 9,278 6.1 Mrs. c. s. Burkerd

100 Sidney ........................ 2,852 1,818 600 578 821 27 8,D76 11,000 3.' Mrs. Constance Corbett
101 SUver Creek'; ....._... 1,006t ..._.._.._..._......._.
102 Spalding .................... 878 683 5 1.110 600 0.7 Mrs. Luke Finn
103 Spencer" ...-..._........•. 1,380t 1,200 300 335 557 12 2,800 7,618 '.5 Mrs. Frances Hollstlen
104 Sianton ....._.._.•......_. 1,487 1,700 600 252 510 30 3,801 9,125 '.1 Mrs. J. D. Elmore
105 Sterllng ._................_. 8" 56. 2" 45 130 24 1,905 5,493 '.8 Mrs. M. iE. Hollenback
106 Strowsburg ........._... 1,361 1,000 5" 230 280 30 2,300 9,200 6.8 Marie Shaw

"Township llbrary.
tlnclUdlng townshIp population.
;No report recel"n4.
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107 SUI)erlor _._......_.__. 2,719 U,500 $840 $544 $540 36 8,925 51,116 18.8 "'N. Lucy Conn
108 Sutton ..._............_.... 1,603 1,600 480 25. 215 33 3,105 6,980 4.4 Sibyl B. Jarrett
109 Syracuse .................... 88. 5" 120 153 184 " 2,328 5,228 5.' Margaret West
110 Table Rock •............._. 75. 692 102 272 25 14 m 3,391 4.' Mrs. Allie Wood
III Talmage .._.__..._.._. '" 264 18• 36 46 12 1,378 3,101 ,.• Sophla Moller
112 Tecumseh _ ..____. 1,688 70. 420 175 115 33 4,000 9,250 5.' Evelyn Wbyte

•
113 Tekamah __.__.__ l.811 1,700 ... 204 '" " 3,956 13,865 7.7 Mrs. Grace Rou.aton

~ 114 UlYI8ell- ._--- 883t 739 180 96' 97 7 1,275 4,500 5.1 MnJ. Martba Wltbens
115 Unlvenlt,. Place_. 4,112 4,000 1,525 387 1,983 39 10,278 51,945 12.6 Katherine C. Wood.
116 Waboo! _.._......_._-_. 2,338 1,500 96. '85 12 l.550 2,500 1.1 Mrs. Grace Oldham
117 Wakefield ..._............. 1,114 802 ,.. 218 296 " 4,334 7,639 '.8 Ruth Collins
118 Wausa- ...................... 1.039t 1,000 ". 218 100 " 1,579 4,007 '.8 Alice Danks
119 \Vayne ........................ 2,115 2,25~ 792 563 961 " 4,010 15,872 7.' Mrs. E. S. Blair
120 Weeping Water........ 1,084 1,200 720 20. 501 36 4,704 12,989 11.9 Grace Contryman
121 Weat Point _._..____. 2,002 50' 388 69' 163 18 2,500 9,921 ,.• Minnie L. Frahm
l:!2 Wl.Ilslde _____.•. 498 '" 120 70 70 8 2,2~ 2,539 5.2 Mrs. Emma Dysart
123 Wisner __.___._.._ 1,210 323 ]2' 4' 5 1,42& Je8Ble B. Kay
124 Wood River _.__._ 82. 500 180 108 46 8 3,174 7.984 9.7 Anna B. Horn
125 Wymore _____.__ 2.592 l.8oo 757 337 63' " 3,234 18,567 7.2 Gladys Plri.
126 York _._--_._. 5.388 6,267 1,692 75G 1,447 39 12,236 21,904 4.1 Ada Haggard

-Township library.
tlncludlng township population.
IToo recently organlxed to report fully.


