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To His Excellency
The Honorable Victor E. Anderson
Governor of Nebraska

Dear Sir:

We are pleased to present herewith the biennial report of the Nebras-

ka Public Library Commission covering the period from July 1, 1954

to June 30, 1956 as required by Section 51-403 Revised Statutes

Supplement, 1955.

This does not cover a fiscal biennium, but the last year of the 1953-

1955 biennium and the first year of the 1955-1957 biennium. In order

to have the figures for the 1953-1955 biennium complete, we have

included some information carried in our last report.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas E. Adams, Jr., President
Nebraska Public Library Commission
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BIENNIAL REPORT

Nebraska Public Lib ary Commission

Ju Y I ~ 195

Orga iza ion and Responsibili y

Ju e 30 p 1956

The Nebraska Pub i Lib ary Commiss on h official library
ex"ensi n agency of he state. Es ablished in . 901 it is governed
by se ion 51-401 through 51-410 p Re sed Stat tes of Nebraska,
19 3 p Vol. 3A p reissued in 19 2.

The administrative policies of he agency are e ab1ished by a
governing board of five members. These Commission members are
appointed by the Governor for terms of five years and serve with­
o t pay. The Commission employs an execu ive secre aryp who by
law is equired to be a trained and experienced librarian p to
adminis er the work of the agen y.

The func ion of the Public Library Commission is to promote and
improve pub1i library service in Nebraska; and to carry out that
function he fol ow·ng acti ·~ies have bee established:

Book Col ec ion

The book collection contains some 90,000 volumes. Three-fourths
of the titles in the adu1 collec ion are nonfiction which en­
ables the Commission to reinfo e he ollec ions of the small
public libraries and to provide reference service 0 public
libraries wl.shing to use it.

Grea
book
clea
made

effort has been made during he biennium to strengthen the
collection. The con inuing heavy 'ncrease in demand shows
ly he need for an expanding collection. Dire t loans are
o hose Nebraska residents who have no local library service.

Union Ca alog and Interlibrary~ Se vice

The Nebraska Union Catalog was deposited with he Nebraska Public
Library Commission in 1938. The Commission has assumed the cost
of maintaining the Catalog wh ch in ludes no only he filing and
wi hdrawing of catalog cards sen by he 28 member libraries but
also he searching for location of books reques ed by public libra­
ri s which a e not available in the Commiss·on 9 s collection.



By June 30 p 1956 there were 1,921,938 entries in he Union Catalog
and mo e han 3 p500 reques s w e sear hed during he b·ennium.
A la ge on erlib ~ry loan servi e has developed in Neb aska, made
po ible by the Unio Ca a og.

The Neb aska P blic Lib ary Commi s on has a special ag eement with
he Univer i y of Nebraska LOb a y whi h enables he Commission

to borro books on interl b ary loan from the University Library
fo ndividuals who do not have Be ess to a local publ c library.
As a esu ,practically he 0 al libra y resources of the State
are available to all Nebraskans, ei her hrough the local public
1 brary or the Comm ssion.

Cons ltant Service

C ns 1 an rvices of he C mmis on a e avail ble on request to
lib ,rians p p bl lObra y rustee gove nment of icials and to
groups 0 in erested ci iz n on erned in e imp ovement of local
lOb ary services. A tra eling consultan in addi ·on to advising
with the group m n 'oned abo e,giv te i a as i tan e and
ins. c into 1 bra ians on ca+alog"ng, ed" g b ok ollections
and other problems.

The ecr ta ad s i h libra ians and ibrary trustees
and other m mea 0 he s a are avai able for
istance.

Demonst a on Bookmobil

In 1953 he Ne aska Publi Library Comm asion rece ved a gift of
a Bookmobile and funds for i s operation f om the Woods Charatable
Fund p Inc. Equipped wi h books by he Commission the Bookmobile
is available for loan to commun".'e wOshing 0 demonstrate Book­
mobile se vice. The p rpose of such demon ra ions is to interest

he communi y in adding bookmobile service as a permanent activity
to he local library.

To date he Bookmobile has been 10 ned 0 the Beatrice Public
Libraryp to he Douglas Co n y Superin enden of Schools and to
the Lin oln City Library fo a summer reading p ogram. The Book­
mobile has been in great demand at co y fair and was exhibited
at he Wayne and Scot sbluff Coun y Faors and he Harlan 4-H Fair
in 1955.



Books for the Blind

T e five member Comm"s ion D he governing body 0 the Nebraska
Public Lib ary Commi ion p in assuming the re pons"bi ity of
fu 'hing library se vice 0 he bind f Nebra ka p believed
ha is clearly as much the r spons~bili y 0 the sta e 1ibra-
y agency 0 supp ly 1 ary servi e 0 hi segmen of he popu­

la ion as i i 0 pro i e direc lib ary service 0 those people
o the who h ve no ali ,ny e i e.

The Corom ssion was designa ed by the Lib ary of Congress as the
of icial agency for h S a e of Neb aska a provide books for
the blind. Books in Bra lIe and reeo ded books p Talking Books,
ar furnished 0 he Carom s'on by the L"brary of C ngress. The
Commi si n ho ses hi col1ect'on D ca alogs the books (both Braille
and Talking Books) and employs librarian 0 adminis er this library
se vOce per ons with impaired ight. The ervice has grown
rapidly s n e i was rans erred a he Comm s on in 952.

Exhibits

The Carom' sion has made av ilabl
a number of exhibi s including the
Books p he Nebraska High School A
Chi dren 9 s Book and the Port oli
ion exhibi s of books 0 pec'al

on reques •

(\ he ibra es of the state
Traveling Exhibit of Children's

E hibit, the Exhibit of Foreign
of Books on Exhibi. In addi­
ub'ec s are assembled and loaned

The Trave ing E hibit f Children 9 Bo ks s made available by
an ag eemen wi h "he Childre 9 S Book Cou '"1 which arranges with
the pub ishers of chi drenPg book tha var'ous state library
agenc es are 0 re eive gif s of children' book. prepublication.
The s ate library agency agrees" a assemble the books hus received
a an exhib" and 0 ci cuI e hroughou he s a e as a travel­
ing exhibit. This exhibi which has be ween three and four hundred
books each yea is avai able 0 public lib aries, schools, colleges,
unive sityv and ocal gro pSG It is sed e tensive1y by public
librar'es p by col ege~ and univer i lib aries, especially as a
par of he summe school p ogram o

The Nebraska High School Art Exhibi was assembled by the Association
of High Schoo Art Teacher and is loaned only to public libraries.
The Foreign ChildrenPs Books were a spec·al g~ft to he Commission
and hOs exhibit ha been used by public and school libraries during
Uni ed Na ions Week and Child envs Book Week.



Rural Reading Conference

The Firs Nebraska R ral Reading Conference, made pos ible by a
gra t of funds from the Woods Chari able Fund, In .p was sponsored
b he Rome Extension Servi e of he College f Ag i ulture of the
Universi y of Nebraska and he Nebraska Publi Library Commission.
De igned _0 explore means of provi·ng be e ·b a y service to
rural areas hrough a closer coopera ·on be ween local librarians
and the Reading Chairmen of h Coun y Home Extension Clubs, one
librarian and one reading chairman from ea h of he 93 counties
we e invi ed.

Speakers included Mr. Alfred Ste fe. d, ed or of the 99Wonderful
Wo Id of B oksu ; John Walker Powel 0 a hor 0 "Ed'll ation for
Ma u i y"; and Miss S. anice Kee 0 the American Library Associa­

ion.

The representatives of ea h co n y were expe ed to report to the
Coun y Home Extension Clubs as part of the fol ow-up of the Con­
feren e. Materials circ la ed 0 he pa i ·pan since the Rural
Reading C nference included ttL 9 Talk About Some hing Wetve All
Read". by John Walker Powell; "Keep ng Up Wi h 1956" by Alfred
Sterferud; and special reading Ii ts compi ed f r members of the
Hom Ex ension Cl bs.

Publ· ations

A requi ed by s atute, he Nebraska P b i Library Commission
collects and publishes lib ary s a is ics fo he state. Other
publica ions incl de a biennia report and a New letter to Nebraska
Lib arians which is issued bimon hly.

Appropria ·ons and Expenditures

Appropriations for the Nebraska Public Library Commission for the
biennium of 1953-1955 to a ed $116.900 from tax and cash funds.
In addition the Commission eceived a g an from the Woods Chari­
table Fund, Inc. of $9.61~.75 for the purchase of a Bookmobile and
for he cost of ope ation of the bookmob·1e for a five year period.

Expenditures for the first year of he 1953 - 1955 biennium were
given in he 1952-195~ Biennial Repor. Expenditures for the
second year, 195~-1955 and the to a1 expenditure for 1953-1955
fol ow. The expenditures of 1955-1956 ( he first yea of the
1955-1957 Biennium) are given also.



EXPENDITURES, 1954 - 1955
(2nd year of 1953-1955 Biennium)

Unexpended Balance 7/1/54

Expenditures for Salaries, 7/1/54 to 6/30/55
Expenditures for Maintenance, including purchase

of books, 7/1/54 to 6/30/55

Total expenditures, 7/1/54 to 6/30/55

EXPENDITURES FOR BIENNIUM, 1953 - 1955

Appropriation for Biennium, tax and cash funds
Grant of funds from Woods Charitable Fund, Inc.

Expenditures for Salaries, 7/1/53 to 6/30/55
Expenditures for Maintenance, including books and

Bookmobile

Total Expenditures of the Biennium

EXPENDITURES, 1955 - 1956

Appropriation for Biennium, 1955-1957, tax and cash funds
(Includes Bookmobile operating funds, reappropriated)

Grant of funds from Woods Charitable Fund, Inc~, 1956
(for Rural Reading Conference)

Expenditures for Salaries, 7/1/55 to 6/30/56
Expenditures for Maintenance including books, 7/1/55 to 6/30/56
Expenditures for Rural Reading Conference and Bookmobile operation

Total Expenditures for the Fiscal Year 7/1/55 to 6/30/56

$ 61,418.4L.1

L.l2,939.22

16,272.06

$ 59,211.28

$ 116,900.00
9,61L.1.75

81,519040

L.l2,788.19

$ 12L.1,307.59

$ 129,814.16

L.I,230.00

42,475.26
20,300.66
4,074.00

6~,8L.19.92



Circulation

Ci cu1ation figures for the year 1953-1954 are repeated from th~ 1952-1954
Biennial Report in order that the 0 al ci cu1a ion for the fiscal biennium,
1953-1955 w 11 be available. Circulation figures for the first year of
the 1955-1957 (1955-1956) are given also.

1953 - 195 1954 - 1955 1953 - 1955

Reque ts Volumes Requ ts Volumes Requests Volumes

Referen e and One- 11 ,491 35,481 12,466 38,178 23,957 73,659
Month Loan Division

Three-Month and 1,690 77,141 1,932 83,033 3,622 160,17LJ
Community Loans

Books for he Blind 7.12LJ 12 p 075 7,568 12,951 lLJ,692 25,026

To a1s 20,305 12 ,697 21,966 13LJ,162 42,271 258,859

In comparing totals for the 1953-1955 biennium wi h those for 1951-1953 the
increasing use of the Commission i apparen 0 Requests increased from
30,199 to LJ2,271 or 10,116 while the number of volumes circulated increased
from 210,766 to 258 p 859 or 18,390.

Circulation for First Year of the 1955-1957 Biennium

1955 - 1956

Requests Volumes

Reference and One- Il ,555 39,186
Month Loan Division

Three Month and 2,0 3 78,510
Community Loan Division

Books for the Blind 8,208 12,927

Totals 21,806 130.623


