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Lincoln, Nebraska



To t.e Ho or~b e Norbert . Tie an~

Governor of ebras. a

Li coIn, ebraska

Dear Sir

We are pleased to present herewith the biennial report of the ebraska

Publi~ Library Commission for the period July 1, 1965, through June 30, 1967

as required by Sec Lion 51-403, Revised Statutes of ebraska 1943.

Some statistics from the 1963-65 bienn'um are included £or comparison

purposes as they indicate increases in the workload.

Respect'fully submitted

Robert Holquist, Chairman
Nebraska Pub lic L' brary COiTunission.
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BIENNIAL REPORT

-ebrasKa Public Library Co~~ission

1965 - 1967

Commission established in 1901 to serve as the
.:.:..:::..::...:c=:.:..:.::=---=e-=;:::..=.;:=-=---=.=-=-=.::-:...---===:.::..::..::..:~

Library Agency for the State of Nebraska has the responsibility for encour-

aging and assisting in the establishment, organization and improvement of

public library services; and for the development of a genuine state-wide

program of library service.

The Commission of five members, .appointed by the Governor for terIP.5 of

five years, establishes the administrative policies of the agency. Changes

in membership of the Commission during the biennium include the reappointment

of Mrs. Roy Peters in June, 1966 to a full term; ana the appointment of

Mr. Robert Holquist in June, 1967 to succeed Mr. Thomas C. Quinlan.

Commission members serve without salary but travel e~~enses to Com ission

mee~ings are paid.

The Programs. Sub-Programs and Activities of the Commission functioned

well during the 1965-67 biennium as is evident from the statistical information

provided in t" e Appendix of rhis report. The ~ncrease of the workload is

apparent as the figures are compared to the 1963-65 biennium. The increases

in the resources of he university and college libraries and of the pub ic

and egio..al libraries is reflected in the increased number of entries added

to the Nebraska Union Catalog. The increased use of the Union Catalog also

indicates o::he increased use of t e teletype service \oJhich provides quic1
,

access to the location of materials in ebraska and to the Bibliographical

Resea~ch Center in Denver, which provi es locations in the Mo~,tain-Plains
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Region. UndGr tne S ... ate Aid-Library Develo?.ent Program booKmobile service

was extended to five adci-'onal counties; from the Valentine Public L~a~ary

to northern Cnerry Co~ty; from the Columbus Public Library to Platte County;

from the Scottsbluff Public Library to Sioux County; from Hastings ~ublic

L'b ary to Adams County; and from Kearney Public Library to Buffalo County.

A so under this program the Single Picture Len ing Service and Group

S10W service made available original works of art from t e University of

Tebraska Art Galleries to fourteen public libraries. The second year of the

bienniu... , .:. I recognition of lebraska's Centennial Year, t e Library of Congress

made it possible to bring master prints from its collections, seventy-four in

all, to eight public library. The seventy-four prints plus prints from the

Sheldon Memorial Art Gallery in Lincoln were assembled into four shows which

traveled in succession to the eight public libraries. An outstanding catalog

was developed by the staff of the University of lebraska Art Galleries. e

first show, The Tools and Techniques of the Printmaker, was accompanied by a

demonstration of printmaking by an accomplished printmaker.

~he second show, Master Prints from the Fifteenth Through the Eighteenth

Centuries; the third show, aster Prints from the Nineteenth and Twentieth

Centuries; and the fourth show, American Prints from the Eighteenth Century

to the Present completed the series, The Art of Print aking. The response

to original etchings, lithographs, woodcuts and engravings from Durer, Re ­

brandt, Cassatt, Cezanne, Bannard and others was tremendous.

The State Aid-Library Development Program \Vas enlarged by Congress with

he passage of several amendments. A second title was added in 1964 and

titles three and four were added in 1966.



· ~cndments to the Library Services and Construction Act in 1964 added

Title II, which provided for grants of federal funGS to co~~unities for

?ublic library buildings (matching funds to be proviae by the qualifying

commlli~ities); and the first money appropriated to fund this title was in

965. Grants were made to four ebraska comm~~ities that year, but the full

~mpact of the construction grants was not felt until the 1965-67 biennium.

Gr&~ts were made to seven co munities in the fiscal years 1966 and 1967;

Scottsbluff, Kimball, Valentine, Lodgepole, York, and Wilber. As buildings

were completed and opened for service, there was in each instance a greater

usage of the library by the co munity; improved services were provided, the

library was o?ened ore hours, additional staff added and more books were

purchased; g~eater support was available from the community; and the increased

interest in regional service in these communities was apparent throughout the

state.

In 1966 Congress passed amendments prOViding for Title III &.d Title IV

to the Library Services and Construction Act. Title III, Interlibrary Cooper­

ation was enacted to provide funds for the establishment of a complete network

of cooperating libraries which would make possible a systematic and effective

coordination of the resources of school, public, acade~ic and special libraries

to provide a system of service to legitimate demands from a reader or a user

from one type of a library through the resources of any other library. Thus

by a more effective utilization of existing and augumented resources a higner

leve of service would be availab_e.

Co~gress over a per~o of ten years beginning with the Library Services

Act, Title I, i. 1956 had ?assed legislation and provided funds to assist in

th~ i prove~e t of all types of li~raries. ~ith t.~ enactme1t of Title III,
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rnt ~~ib-2ry Cooperat~on, _Deal p12~ni g could cow proceed across tne total

range of :ibraries.

T'tle -II W2S funded Lor che first time in fiscal year 1967. The funds

we e l'mited and were designated specifically for planning &,0 research. T~e

...embe_s of the Li;;rary Davelopment Commi -tee of the ebraska Library ..A.ssociatio:l

we~e -ppointed as the Advisory Committee for Title III. The Commit~ee _ecomme:lded

t:l5t tw interlibrary coopera~ive proje s be stuc'ed: 1. teletype installation

."

"J icn encourages close cooperation among all libraries of each region, (Library

Deve_opment for public libraries is based on the state plan, Regional Organiza­

and 2. a feas'bility st'dy for centralized pro-

cessi:lg for al libra~ies. A sub-committee was appointed to work close"y with

the Commission and the Midwest Research Institute, Inc., in the preparation of

a -easib~_ity study.

Title 1\, Specialized S-ate Library Services was divided into two parts.

Title IV-A was passed by Congress to enable toe states to begin a concentrated

drive to strengthe~ ~ibrary services to patients, inmates and residents of penal

institutions, patients or residencs of residential training schools, orph~,ages,

or general or special institutions or hospitals operated or substartial"y sup­

ported by the st te and students in residential schools for the ha icapped who

by reason thereof require special educa ion, operated or substantially supported

by tl'e state. Title I -.,.. W2.S funded fo the first time in 1967 ,vi;:h monies avail­

ab_e design2.ted for research. A representative fro each institution i volved

in the Tit e IV-A program was appointed ;:0 ,embe sh·p on the A'visory Committee.

A workshop was held fo~ :he Advisory Co,~~::ee at which vario~s plans were dis-

cussed for t e program. The Committee rna 'e definite :::-ecommendations to t'-;e

CO~~~SS~Ol a~d endorsed -he study of ongoing institutional -ibrary services as

a basis for future pIa. ing.
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1iss Phyllis 20chstettler o~ the Oregon Sta-e Department of E 'ucarion,

for~e~ly school librarian On o~~h Plaete was emp~oyed to direct the

institutional library study. A written report will be prepared for the use

of the Com:ni.ssion, t e lib:ca_":'ans c..""1d ad, °nistrators of the :'nstitutions in­

volved in tr.e programo

Title IV-B. Library Services for the Physically Handicapped, the second

specialized st--e library service provided for library services for "physi-

c l]y handicapped residents of the United States certified by competent

~uthority as un ble to read normally printe material as a result of physical

limi tat ° ons". An amen men t to existing statutes providing that the library

services now available through the Library of Congress to the Blind were ex­

te ded to t e physically handicapped (as defined above) was passed by Con­

gress in 1966.

These two Acts made it possible for the Co~~ssion to loan recorded

books (~alking Books) from its Library for the Blind and the Physically

=_andicapped certified by competent authority as unable to use conventional

printed materials.

Funds appropriated in 1967 to fund Title IV-B were limited and designated

for research. An Advisory Committee for Title rV-B was appointed with repre­

sencation from associatio.s, educational institutions and public libraroes

working with the physically handicapped comprising the membership.

Mr. Robert Bray, Chief of the Division for -he Blind of the Library of

Congress and }liss Elizabeth Hage. librarian of the Prince Geo~ge Co~~ty Library,

H ttsville, Maryland, served as resource personnel for the first meeting of

the Adv~sory Comm~t-ee. At this first meetOng plans were approved for a study

to be m de "to determ::"ne the number of potential users of the service, pertinent
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data regarding thei r dis tribution, 2.ge, sex and othe r S1 gnificant factors

co ens·.c t' at the user \01 1 be well served". 1

A gra uate student in the Department of Sociology at the Univ~rsity of

'ebraska contracted to do the research and write the study.

Summary

ToJo articles published in ]967 summarized the productivity of l'brary

activit'es i~ ebraska in the perio between the publication of the first

s tate plan, Reg' onal Org:mization for Nebraska Libraries, 1962 and the

revisio, of the p ~1 in 1967.

~jss Ellen Lord, Chairman of the Library Development Commit-ee and

Librarian of the Universi ty of Omaha, in the introduction to the revised

plan said, "TI e ac.conplishlIt3nts l1f the past five years and the challenge

for future progress ..a<.e ppanml the need for future planning. The first

pl~n provided a successful foundation for stronger and broader library ser-

vice throughout the state. Un er plans and policies which it outlines twelve

regional systems are developing and six others have been projected. Cooper-

ation in many forms has been underta.en successfully. Librarians, trustees

and the general public have been made aware through demonstrations and con-

ferences of lebraska's potencial for lib ary service to all of its cicizens. 112

The following statistics were prepared by Jane L. Pope, Library Consultan~,

Nebraska Public Library Commission, working wi th the revision commit tee. 3

ISc.llach, DaviJ. A Sur'ICY of the> Physically lia 1dicaDPed of Nebraska ­
The PaLame~ers of Exoc.n ed Library Se~vice.

? r . 1 0 . .-"'eglon.:! n!<_.~lZ.::ltJ(H

:";;.nimUlll St,md' rd~. RevisC'u.
Service. p.

3?ope. J2~e L., ~ebras
Kovember, ~967, PI'. :U-:·~6.

Pu~Jic Libr< rics: A Plan with
ebraska's Plan for Library

Hour-tain ?l~~r.s LiDrary Quar=erly,
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?igures f~om the 196' Lancour-Gol stein Survey - Nebraska L;b~a~ie5 ?ace the

Futur-= w'1ich na' been compiled -rom exhaust 've questionnaires, were t.:.sed as

the b:ls<2 bec~llsc they \·Jcre comprel ensive. The 1967 figu ·~s were corn;>iled

from various so' rces an are certainly indicative of the p oductivity of the

six yeers. Areas common to all types of l'braries used for comparison were:

?oysic 1 faci ities, personnel, material collections, services and use, and

fi':lanci 1 support.

Ph\sical Facilit"es

The 196 Survey commented on the majority of public library buildir.gs

as "overage, overcrowded, unattractive. and poorly lighted" and reCOI!l.\11e-:.ded

that a state-wide library building consultant service be provided by the

Nebraska Public Library Commission. Since 1964 a building consultant is part

of the Commissions program, and federal construction - nds with local matching

funds are available for p blic libraries. With the new public buil 'ings built

during this uix year pe_iod, financed entirely from local funds and those

financed in part with federal fun s, there have been 25 new buil ~ngs adoed or

underway.

lew libr~ry facilities for colleges and universities, including major

additions have been made in twelve academic "nstitutions. School space has

improved greatly but there are no figures compiled at this time.

Perscnnel

Trained library personnel remains a problem, as it does in every other

state. In 1961 the:::-e were "only eight professionslly trained .librarians out­

side Lincoln 2nd Omaha" in public library service. In 1967 there ere fou:::-teen,

ana ~~2re ar2 ,ow reg~o~al libr2:~2ns o~ regional l~br~ry consu_t~~~s in all

but t::ree ::egions. :,e ed cationa1 stipeu.d progrem :'nstituted by t e Com:niss~on

in '964 has broug~- e:i t new ~:::-ainei -ibrarians iuto the program. Higher

s::an ';:rcis for schoo accredLtatio:l are having an affec all school librari.es ...
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~te ~~T.ber of graduate libraria s is changing rapidly.

Books i.faterials
per te:tt

1961 1967 of ncrease

?UD - ic Libraries 2,291,073 2,727,352 9%

College and iversity
Libraries 1,510,374 2, 35,3 3 41%

School - ibraries 581,122 1,077,603 85%

Total 4,382,569 5,940,338 35%

Services and ";se

In 1961 ~here were four bookmobiles opera~ing in the state - one in

Omaha, DvO in Holdrege and one in Bassett. In 1967 ten regions now have

bookmobile service with four~een on operation in the state.

The film collection at the Commission now numbers 347 films which are

available to the puolic library audience. Films and filmstrips are availab e

to the school user through the University of Jebraska Audio-Visual Departmen~.

Talki~g Books are being extended to ~he physically handicapped who are

unable to hold books or other reading materials.

A Single Picture Lending Service and Group Show Service has been estao-

lished in cooperation with the University of Nebraska Art Galleries and four-

teen public libraries are participating in the program.

Teletype services have been established in fourteen regional centers where

they li:t'( public, school, college and university libraries to the! ebraska

Union Catalog. An eX?erimental project Ii. king telephones in rural library

co~~u"ities with the teletype installations in regional centers, via collect

~a_ls> has p=oved mbs- successful and will be e~?anded.

Cowparative figcres on use, circulation figures, are available for

• P.u·s,~·c lib;:-aries. Total circulation in 1961 \lias 4,9"2,073 volumes and in
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967 was 6,587,284, an inc~ease of 3~%. Per capi~a circulatio~ increase

fro. 3.48 to 4.39 .

Local support for public libraries increased 54% from $1,236,474 in

196 to $2,109,320 in 967. Support for college and university libraries

has increased 56% fro $1,368,738 to $2,135,383. Suppor~ for schools

generally has isen from $90,000,000 to $150,000,000 (prior to state aid).
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STATIS~ICS

Books Purchased and \Vi thdra\m - COlTlinission is Libra::cies

Boo:-s in Library, Ju y 1, 1965

Books a ded during the biennium

Books ,vi '(hdra,.m

Books in Brall e and recorded books
Library for the Blind

Total books in libraries, June 30, 1967

13,586

6,785

2,466

10,000

127,905

Cir,-ulation

1963-1965 ]965-1967

Requests Volumes Requests Volumes

Reference 27,361 102,518 27,663 107,988

Comil1uni ty and school loans 4,143 168,660 3,627 154,982

Books for the Blind 50,754 65,639 64,958 86,395

Totals 82,265 336,817 96,248 349,365

Films

Number of :10\vings

Aud::enc2

1963-1965

273

3,968

185,454

1965-1967

304

5,256

270,235



Apnropri("tions

State funds

Cash ft.:nds

Federal funds

To::.=:l '=u d~

E:>'Je::di t ures

AP?ROPRIATIO'S P~D EXPE~DIT oRES

July _, -965 - June 30, _967

$ 146,592

44

1,068,368

$1,215,004

Salaries

Cc.pital au-lay

A lather operating expenditures

Total expen it ~es

$ 391,695

698.811*

124.498

$

*Inc_uoed funds distributed ror public library construction grants.


