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WORKSHOP IN THE PLANNING STAGES
Can you really see the world through another
person's eyes? Have you ever stood in someone
else's shoes? Can you really see the other person's
point of view? That is what empathy is all about.
What is empathetic library service? This will be
one of the questions that will be answered at the
conclusion of the three separate sessions of the
Empathetic Library Service I nstitute to be held in
Norfolk, Nebraska this coming fall, winter and
spring. As a result of a Higher Education Act,
Title II B grant, the Nebraska Library Commission
will be sponsoring a workshop that is designed to
involve participants from allover the state, as well
as six full time staff members. Ms. Barbara Conroy
from Tabernash, Colorado, will serve as Project
Consultant and the staff members will be responsible for the institute programs.
Another important question has to be asked,
"How can you teach empathy?" Perhaps, it can be
best explained as an awareness workshop, in that
it is often easier to understand someone's unique
situation if you first aquaint yourself with their
special problems. That is one of the goals of the
workshop - understanding and awareness resulting
in empathy.

OVERTONES FROM THE UNDERGROUND
is primarily funded by the HEA Title II B grant
because it is designed to communicate the happenings of the Empathetic Library Service Institute or
"awareness workshop," in hopes that the current
news would remain current and that understanding
and awareness will expand and grow.

KEMPER CHECKS OUT!
Dr. Robert E. Kemper, director of the Nebraska
Library Commission since August 1971, has recently
accepted a position as Director of Library Services,
at Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff. H is resignation is effective as of August 8, 1973 and he wi II
be reporting to Arizona in early September.

EXON APPOINTS NEW COMMISSION MEMBER
Mrs. Forrest Swoboda of Norfo Ik, Nebraska has
recently been appointed to the Library Commission.
She replaces Donn Bieber of Schuyler whose term
has expired. Welcome.
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SPECIAL TASK FORCE MEETS!

JULY 20, 1973

On June 13, 1973, a meeting of the Task Force
on Special, Unique and Comprehensive Collections
was held.

Coordinators, Community I nformation Specialists, Regional Librarians and TWX Operators met
in the office of the Nebraska Library Commission,
1420 P Street, Lincoln, Nebraska, on Friday July
20,1973, at 10 A. M.

The College and University Section
ka Li brary Association requested that
made to locate all special, unique and
sive print and non-print collections in

of the Nebrasa study be
comprehenNebraska.

The twelve-member task force, representing a
variety of libraries and headed by Mr. Charles Gardner, Director of Perkins Memorial Library at Hastings College, decided what types of collections will
be considered special, unique and comprehensive
I---------,.,a:c::s,...,.w.,.."e""....as The t eS 0 I rarles.
e mem ers 0 t e
task force are as follows. Dr. James Buterbaugh,
University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Instructional
Media Center; Dr. John Christ, Gene Epley Library;
Mrs. Cynthia Enstrom, Love Memorial Library, UNL;
Mr. Jerry Kaup, Holdrege Public Library; Mrs. Elizabeth Koenig, NU Medical Center Library; Mrs. Dorothy Lessenhop, Nebraska Library Commission, Mr.
Nels Nelson, ESU No.8; Miss Helen Oescher, Omaha
Public Schools; Mrs. Clara T. Rottman, Lincoln Public Schools; Mrs. Louise Small, Nebraska State Historical Society; and Mrs. Laura Weymouth, Bennett
Martin Public Library.

Mr. Jim Armour brought everyone up-to-date on
the current status of the Publ ications Clearinghouse.
A revision of the Nebraska TWX Manual is in the
process, and in order that ideas from all concerned
may be incorporated into this revision, the rough
draft of the revised Manual was discussed thoroughIy. Additions, deletions, corrections, whatever necessary, was welcomed so that the finished product
WI
e a tru y use u an wor a e too or a concerned.
I n addition, Mr. John Schere talked with the group
about formulating plans for future workshops.
Questions were welcomed, questions were discussed, questions were answered.
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NEBRASKA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
N LA President-elect, Mr. Richard Ostrander, has
resigned as Assistant Director of Lincoln City
Libraries to become Director of the Yakima Public
Library System, Yakima, Washington, effective
August 15, 1973. He will be leaving Lincoln in early
August.
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PROFILE: JOHN SCHERE

SANDOZ NETWORK HOSTS WORKSHOPS

On June 15,1973, the Nebraska Library Commission welcomed John Schere to its ranks as the
Director of Library Development and the proposed
Media Center.

A series of workshops on basic cataloging and
classification were held in O'Neill on June 11th,
Broken Bow on June 12th, Ogallala on June 14th
and McCook on June 15th. These meetings, conducted by Morel Fry, Coordinator, were attended
by librarians, trustees, and media specialist of the
Mari Sandoz Network. The door prizes of Abridged
Dewey Decimal Classification were won by RockCounty Library in Bassett, Brenizer Public Library
in Merna, Sutherland Public Schools, and the Palisade Public Library.

His primary aim will be to focus on outreach
library services to those not currently served; on
in-service training for Nebraska librarians; on library
development at regional and network levels and on
developing library support at county and regional
levels. In addition, he will be planning the Media
Center which was funded by the unicameral this
year, in an attempt to coordinate existing media
facilities.

CAROL THOMAS

- ... offhe North Platte Pul:5lic Library reports tha a
total of $19,000, has been secured from city and
county revenue sharing funds. Both the city and
county dollars will be used for the continuation of
the Blind and Handicapped service and in addition,
the county monies mean an increased budget for
books and materials for both the children's and
adult services departments. It will now also be
possible to print a listing of large print and talking
books that are available from the North Platte
Public Library. Congratulations!
COMING EVENTS
August 3, 1973
Library Commission Meeting
10:30, 1420 P Street

Born in Burwell, Nebraska, John now lives in Lincoln with his wife Margaret, who works for the University of Nebraska Personnel Department. He has
three children and one grandchild. His married
daughter lives in Seattle, Washington, his son works
for the Nebraska Game Commission and his younger daughter is a senior at the University of Nebraska
-Lincoln.

Septem ber 24 - 28
Federal Library Workshop
New Albany Hotel
Denver, Colorado 80202
October 11 and 12
NEMA Convention
Nebraska Center, Lincoln

nlc
GREETINGS FROM JOHN SCHERE
I am excited about coming to the Nebraska
Library Commission because through the original
publications, Planning tQ Plan and PeoRle Serving
Peop~, the State of Nebraska has a plan for developting Nebraska library programs. The State Advisory Council on Libraries together with the Network Advisory Councils have identified some essential programs that give us the direction we need to
make this kind of progress.
There are four specific areas of immediate concern; (1) the development of programs for our citizens over 65; (2) programs for those who for some
reason were not able to complete their education
'--~-----'.J.I.-+Hi~-I.Iesira ~tioj::l

that thfjl,j

have attained; (3) programs for pre-school age children. A fourth interest is an institutional concern;
that is, to aid the individual libr.ary and library
board in finding ways to make local communities
aware of services they can provide and their financial needs. It is essential that we find a way to aid
these libraries in working with the sources for
public finance to help them reach their potential
in providing service.
The unofficial theme of service for Nebraska
libraries is "empathetic service" or People Serving
People. This is particularly appropriate for Nebraska because Nebraska people are empathetic people
and if there is and opportunity to develop programs,
which are people-oriented, I believe they have the
-gr:eatest- possi bi~ it
r success-in-Bl::lr--state-.

HELP!
HOT TIPS
... make hot news. Please don't hesitate to send us an
account of happenings in your area. We're counting
on you.
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COMMISSION APPOINTS JANE GESKE
Mrs. Jane Geske, has recently accepted the position of Director of the Nebraska Library Commission, effective, August 9, 1973. The Commission
specified a one year term, replacing Dr. Robert E.
Kemper, who has resigned to become Director of
Libraries at Northern Arizona University. Mrs.
Geske, previously worked at the Library Commission as a consultant and also as Interim Executive
Secretary. Welcome!
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September 30, 1973, for ongoing federal programs
for fiscal year 1974. Although dollar amounts are
not specified in the resolution (J. J. Res. 636), the
language makes clear that the library programs are
to be funded at the level of the House-passed bill
(HR 8877). Those interested in the intricacies of
continuing resolution language should send for the
new law, the two reports issued by the House and
Senate Appropriations Committees (H. Rept. 93-328
and S. Rept. 93-277), and the conference report
(H. Rept. 93-364).
In general, the resolution provides that the
library programs will be funded at whichever is
lower, the amounts provided in the Labor-HEW
appropriations bill vetoes last summer (HR 15417)
or the amounts provided in the House-passed FY
1974 bill. This means that the amounts in the new
bill (HR 8877) will prevail because they are lower
than those in the vetoecf'bill.

SCOTTSBLUFF .. .
VOLUNTEER LIBRARY OPENS ITS DOORS

CONTINUING RESOLUTION CONTINUES
As the new fiscal year began on Sunday, July 1,
President Nixon signed PL 93-52, the continuing
resolution making interim appropriations through

Community I nformation Specialist, Lucy Giron
recently announced that the long awaited volunteer
library in the Southeast Recreation Center, (Scottsbluff) is now in full swing. Vista Workers, Father
Valdez, Lucy Giron, Laura Berge and young people
combined their efforts to obtain concrete blocks
and boards to use for shelves and to locate some
used furniture to be used in the library. Bayard,
Dalton, Lewellen, Lisco, Lyman, Mitchell, Oshkosh
and Scottsbluff are some of the libraries who have
donated the books that were shelved by volunteers.
Hats Off!
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...

KANSAS CITY FILM FESTIVAL

A NEW FACE IN THE
SOUTHEASTERN NETWORK

The annual Kansas City Film Festival, sponsored
by the Kansas City Public Library, and the Audiovisual Department of the Kansas City School District, will be held in Kansas City, Missouri, October
4,5,6 and 7. As in the past, this showing of 16mm
films will present all those films that received the
Blue Ribbon Award at the American Film Festival,
held in New York, May, 1973.
Juries of professional audiovisual specialists judged
over 1000 current films representing a wide range of
cultural and information subjects. Out of this competion 35 films were selected for their excellence
and honored with the Blue Ribbon Award. In addition to the Blue Ribbon winners one film was presented with the Emily Award, given to the single film
that scores the highest number of points in the judging.

Following the close of the American Fi 1m Festival,
all Blue Ribbon Winners go on a nationwide tour
where they are shown in libraries and on college
campuses throughout the United States. This circuit-=- - - "s"'h"'o..
w"I"'"ng"makes It possible tor many people to view
these award winners which they may wish to rent
or purchase for their own local programming. The
Kansas City showing of the winners will be held
October 4 - 7 at the Library/Board of Education
Auditorium, 1211 McGee St., Kansas City, Missouri.
Showings are free and the public is encouraged to
attend. An official program will be available at a
future date, for more information contact the Film
Department, Kansas City Publ ic Library, 816221-1717.
FRANCES WARNSHOLZ
... Director of the Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped in Lincoln, reports that the
response from the Home Extension Club Learnshops
held at their annual conference in late June has
been "gratifying." Many inquiries have followed the
three day learnshop sessions sponsored by the Nebraska Council of Home Extension Clubs, Agricultural
Extension Servi ce, University of Nebraska and the
Lancaster County Extension Service. Mrs. Warnsholz's
"Iearnshops" dealt with the special problems encountered in serving the disabled and how the Home Extension Clubs can improve the quality of handicapped lives.

Miss Jane Kennedy, formerly one of the two
coordinators for the Mari Sandoz Network, has recently been named coordinator tor the Southeastern
Library Network replacing Mr. Len Meinhold, who
resigned to become Director of the Rock Island,
Illinois, Public Library. Miss Kennedy's office will
be located at the Nebraska Library Commission headquarters in Lincoln.
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101ST BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

ART EXHIBIT TRAVELS TO IMPERIAL
Imperial Public Library hosted the traveling art
exhibit, "Grabados Mexicanos" from the collection
of the University Art Galleries - Lincoln, from June
23 - July 20,1973. The Library also gathered their
own exhibit of Mexican artifacts and books to accompany the collection. From the Imperial Public Library
the exhibit is scheduled to travel to the North Platte
Public Library and be on display from July 21
through August 17, 1973.

BOOK PRESENTED TO REGIONAL LIBRARIES
Handling the Young Cerebral Palsied Child at
Home, by Nancie R. Finnie has been placed in all

Mrs. Mattie Spencer of Bellevue, celebrated her
101 st birthday, August 1st. As a resu It of a letter
written by her niece in Arizona, Belva Sahs, Bellevue
Public, librarian and Frances Warnsholz, Director
of the Blind and Physically Handicapped Library
personally delivered a talking book machine and
discs to help her celebrate - the one present she
said she would really enjoy.

PUBLISHERS ASK SUPREME COURT TO
RECONSIDER ANTI-OBSENITY RULINGS
New York July 27,1973 - The Association of
American Publishers recently asked the U. S. Supreme Court to reconsider its June 21 anti-obscenity
rulings, which the Assocation said, "have reduced
the ru Ie of law to a matter of taste ."
Some of the serious questions that were asked in
the 33 page brief were; (1) What are the local standards? State, county, city, town, or neighborhood?
(2) On what basis is a jury to determine whether a
work has "serious, artistic, literary, political or scientific value?" and (3) What does "sexual conduct
specifically defined by applicable state law" mean?

Regional Libraries by the Cerebral Palsy Foundation.
This book is highly recommended for anyone working with a cerebral palsy child. The Foundation
would appreciate the libraries putting this book on
display. "As soon as parents learn of t'heir child's
handicap they go looking for answers and help,"
according to a Foundation spokesman. Libraries can
be an active part in seeking the needed answers.

FEDERAL LIBRARY WORKSHOP
September 24 - 28, 1973, are the dates for the
Federal Library Workshop scheduled to be held at
the New Albany Hotel, 17th and Stout Streets, Denver, Colorado, 80202. It is designed for all Federal
library personnel and public information specialists.
The theme of this year's conference is, "Library
Objectives - A Synergistic Approach." Federallibrarians as an information system, weeding, Automatic
Data Processing (ADP) facets and problem solving in
small libraries are only some of the proposed subjects
to be explored at the five-day workshop. The registration fee is $20.00; for additional information contact Jim Armour at the Nebraska Library Commission.

WHAT IS NEWS TO YOU
... could be news to us l If something of interest
happens in your community please let us know
about it. Send information to Nancy Wiederspan,
1420 "P" Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68508. We are
depending on you!

nlc
ARKANSAS CONFERENCE
Mrs. Richard A. Heim, Metropolitan Library Network Coordinator, led a discussion concerning,
"Alternatives To Aging" at the United Methodist
School of Christian Mission. The School was held
in Fayetteville, Arkansas, early in June with approximately 300 representatives from seven states
attending. Mrs. Heim presented our slide/tape presentation, "An Alternative to Aging" and also discussed the library services for the Blind and Physically.Handicapped. Each of the states represented
joined in this venture by sending materials pertaining to their own Library for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped.

This 15 part series (broadcast on Channel 26 UHF
at 8:00 on Monday evenings and at 7:30 a. m. on
Saturdays) explores topical subjects in relation to
the Grand Generation member. The half hour program on August 11, 1973, concerned library services
to the senior citizen. Beryl Davey, Omaha Public
Library; Kathy Reed, Occupational Therapist,
Veteran's Hospital-Omaha; Frances Warnsholz,
director, Blind and Physically Handicapped Library
and Nancy Wiederspan, Commun ity Information
Specialist-Elderly discussed with host, Rod Macdonald from the UN-O Gerontology Department,
what libraries can mean to the senior citizen and in
turn, how the senior citizen can benefit the library.

1420 "P" STREET
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
August 18, 1973
N LA Executive Board Meeting
Nebraska Library Commission
1420 "P" Street
September
Federal Library Workshop
Denver, Colorado

"NO TIME TO BE OLD"
That's the title of the current series on University of Nebraska-Omaha's, program, T.V. Classroom.

That's the address of the Nebraska Library Commission. As many may remember we moved to our
new "underground" location in December of 1972.
Yes, we are located in the basement of what was for
many years the Nebraska Farmer (Webpress) Building. We hope you plan to visit us whenever you're
in toVVII.

HELP!

Please notify us of any changes that need to
be made on the mailing labels. We want to
keep the list accurate and up-to-date. Thanks.
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PROFILE: LUCY GIRON
Working with and for the community is not a
new concept to Mrs. Lucy Giron, Community
Information Specialist, for the Nebraska Library
Commission. Lucy, just prior to coming to the
Library Commission, worked with the Community
Action Agency in Scottsbluff as an outreach worker and more recently with the Headstart Project in
the Scottsbluff area. When Lucy was asked what
type of work she did with the Headstart program,
she replied, "everything but teach . .. we interviewed parents, sought out children that might be
eligible for the Headstart Project, worked on Inservice training, really worked with every aspect of
the program." "Dynamic" hardly ex presses the
energy that th is lady possesses.
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The club has expanded to include sixteen members who meet regularly, have elected officers and
in general, stimulate interest in learning and in the
library.
According to Lucy, the most interesting part of
her job involve:; meeting the people and listening
to how they feel about the library. When asked if
she concentrates on working with a particular target
group, Lucy answered, "I work with everyone" and
after talking with her you know that she does.

Mrs. Laura Berge, Panhandle Network Coordinator, has worked with Lucy for the past year and
one-half. According to Mrs. Berge, Lucy has made
a fantastic contribution to the libraries in the area
by "reaching people that haven't previously been
reached and by contacting users and possible users
that we would never have known about."
It would be impossible to relate all of the projects
and successes that Mrs. G iron has experienced, but
one parti cu larly i nteresti ng project resu Ited from
one individual in Mitchell, Nebraska and his introduction to self-learning records. Mrs. Giron secured
a Spanish to English, Self-learning record for the
interested person who then through this initial contact
became interested in the library and spontaneously
introduced some friends to this idea. Now, the
project has expanded from the original concept to
what is now called the ALL-PURPOSE PROJECT
CLUB.

Lucy Giron, Community Information SpecialistNebraska Library Commission . .. sensitive, warm,
soft-spoken, energetic, perceptive.
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"FOR WHATEVER REASON, NEBRASKANS
LIVE LONGER"
Sound interesting? You can find at least some of
the reasons for this statement in the "In-depth
Report No.9;" a report that was the resu It of a
joint project of two UN-L School of Journalism
classes. Copies of this report, entitled, "These Few
Precious Days" have been made available to public
libraries in Nebraska through a cooperative arrangement with the Nebraska Commission on Aging, (who
provided partial funding of the project) UN-L
School of Journalism and the Nebraska Library Commission. The publication explores several myths and
truths that surround the aging population in America and Nebraska.
Copies will be made available at this year's Nebraska Library Association Convention, October
25 and 26 at the Nebraska Library Commission
booth, however, if you are anxious to obtain a copy
immediately, write to Nancy Wiederspan, Nebraska
Library Commission, 1420 P Street, Lincoln, NE
and we will distribute reports via the Network
Coord i nators.

SCHOOL - LIBRARY COOPERATION
Inez Nauman of Ralston PL reports that, "On
August 21, as part of the teacher's workshop, the
School Librarians in the Ralston Public Schools
visited the Ralston Public Library. It was the consensus of opinion that we could all benefit by closer
cooperation and getting to know each other better."

SOUTHEASTERN NETWORK
... NEBRASKA CITY
I n an effort to reach out to people who were
unaware of the services available to them, the
Morton James Public Library in Nebraska City has
for the past three years, presented a week Iy 15minute radio program. The air time, allotted to the
library as a public service by station KNCY, has
embraced lively discussions on such varied topics as
art shows, festivals, new book s and local history.
Not only have many community residents played a
large and continuing role in the program, but staff
et:S

ha\le manage to-SeGYW-"tR-hoB-- - - - - - :

assistance of even visitors to the library. Ingenuity,
spontaneity and plain hard work have combined to
produce a program which has gained new visibility
for the local public library.
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CLEARINGHOUSE PROPAGANDA

Are you seeking material of current interest on
topics such as Drug Abuse, Day Care Centers, the
special problems of the Elderly, Poverty, Special
Education, Employment or other subjects? If you
are, why not take advantage of the documents
collection of the Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse? The Clearinghouse has information on a
variety of subjects, all of which are within easy
access to you.
For example, if you're looking for material on
Drug Abuse, here is how to locate and obtain a
specific publication :
( 1) Remove your copy of the Nebraska State Publications Checklist from the shelf at your
library.
(2) Find the topic "Drugs" in the Index (white
pages located in the back of the Publications
Checklist). You will find several articles on
Drug Abuse and Drug Education, as well as
publications issued by the Commission on
Drugs.
(3) When you have selected a particular listing of
interest, check the number to the right of it.
(Drug Abuse; Some Q's and A's H2000T005 71/V1.03). The first two numerals after the
dash refer to the year that the document was
published. The number following the slash
(V1.03) indicates the volume and issue number
where a synopsis of the article (abstract) may
be found - in this case volume 1, number 3.
(4) To find number three within a volume, scan
the abstracts until you find V1.03 in the upper
right hand corner of the pages. The number of
the document you are seeking is H2000T005 71. These numbers are listed alphabetically
within each issue according to the first letter.
Scan the H's under 2000 until you find T.
(5) To order the publ ication To borrow your selection, you may request the
item (by its number) through the regular interlibrary loan procedure.
To obtain your own permanent copy, write to
the issuing agency (in this case the Department
of Health). Addresses of all issuing agencies are

listed in the Guide to Nebraska State Agencies,
published by the Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse.

EXAMPLE OF CLEARINGHOUSE DOCUMENTS
(above)

For further information of to have specific
questions answered please don't hesitate to contact
your Network Coordinator or Susan Kling at the
Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse, Nebraska
Library Commission, Lincoln.

EVENTS

October 11 and 12
NEMA Convention
Center for Continuing Education
East Campus, Lincoln
October 15,16,17
Open Learning Conference
Center for Continuing Education
UN-L East Campus, Lincoln, Nebraska
October 25 and 26
Nebraska Library Association Convention
Radisson Cornhusker , Lincoln, Nebraska

nlc
CENTRAL NETWORK
Ms. Paula Smith, Central Network Coordinator
told us recently that a workshop was h.eld at the
Holdrege Public Library August 10, 1973, for all
public and school librarians in the South Central
Region. According to Mr. Jerry Kaup, who this past
June became Director of the Holdrege Public Library,
about thirty librarians attended the meeting. The
workshop focused on discussing the multiple services of the Regional Library and the Network
Library Systems, as well as serving as an idea exchange. Mr. Kaup also mentioned that the workshop
was held because, "he wanted a chance to personally
meet with the librarians in the region and to
explain his library philosophy and goals."
More Central Network News

Every County Fair goer in the South Central
Region had an opportunity to learn more about
their local public library, regional library and the
role of the networks thanks to the efforts of the
Holdrege ~ubli.c. Ubrary staff.--A djsplay cor+tai++i++
"every service we have to offer; books, records,
Blind and Physically Handicapped materials, pamplets, etc." was assembled and exhibited at booths
at each county fair in the region.
... Kearney

Kearney Public Library was held September 7,
1973 at 4:00 p.m. according to Mr. Ron Norman,
Director of the library. Mrs. Jacquelyn Rosenlof,
President of the Board of Trustees and Dr. Francis
Richards, Mayor of Kearney were among the
speakers and honored guests. The architectural
firm that designed the C. Y. Thompson Library on
the UN-L East Campus, Clark and Enersen, Hamersky, Schlaebitz, Burroughs and Thomsen have
contracted to bu i Id Kearney's new structu reo
The Kearney Public Library is now temporarily
located in Randall Hall on the Kearney State College campus.
NATIONAL COUNCIL ON THE AGING

At its annual conference in Chicago from September 16 - 19, the National Council on the Aging is providing a series of concurrent sessions, co-sponsored
by ALA and other organizations with interest in the
aging population. For more information contact
Nancy Wiederspan at the 'Library Commission. _ _ _ _ __

HELP!
Please notify us of any changes that need to
be made on the mailing labels. We want to
keep the list accurate and up-to-date. Thanks.
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COPYRIGHT HEARINGS
Some serious questions have been posed before
the Senate Subcommittee on Patents, Trademarks
and Copyrights in recent weeks. One problem area
deals directly with library photcopying, at which
time Edmon Low, (Chairman of ALA's Subcommittee on Copyright) testified for the Assocation,
backed by the Association of Research Libraries.
Mr. Low offered an amendment providing a "definite statement in the law that making a single copy to
aid in teaching and research and particularly in
inter-library loan, is permissible and not subject to
possible suit." The publishers were also allowed
equal time to state their case and urged instituting
a roya Ity payment for photcopyi ng and a Iso stated
that a mechanism already exists (apparently sense
marks on material) that would easily permit such
an arrangement.

The "New Blue Binder" (above, left)
The Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse has
changed the format of the Nebraska State Publications Checklist. The addition of a large annual
blue binder should make it easier to house the
Checklist and more readily accessible to those who
are using it.

ALA's rebuttal on August 10, states that abandoning fair use is a sacrifice the public should not
be required to make and, further, if this concession
were made, there is no practical way for libraries to
implement such a concept . They cited some
particularly critical questions in relation to the use
of sense marks and the feasibility of such an arrangement. The full statement is reprinted in the August
9, 1973 issue of ALA's Washington Newsletter.

Just as a reminder to you, each issue of the
Checklist contains two sections; the document

abstracts and the index to the abstracts. When you
receive each new issue, remember to place the new
abstracts (blue) behind those already in the binder.
Then simply throwaway the entire old index (white)
and replace it with the new one. Our first year's
publication has been done on an irregular basis. We
are working on a tentative schedule of 8 per year.
Everything in the Checklist is available from the
Clearinghouse on interlibrary loan. We welcome
your comments or requests.

EMPATHETIC INSTITUTE FACULTY MEETS
On August 7 and 8, 1973, faculty members for
the proposed Empathetic Library Service Institute
and others involved in the pre-planning met at the
Library Commission Headquarters.
Some general objectives were discussed and a
"flight plan" was established. The next faculty
meeting date was set tentatively for September 6
and 7 at which time the program and the application forms for potential parti cipants wi II be developed.
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METROPOLITAN NETWORK ROAD SHOW
During the month of August, Mrs. Fern Heim,
Metropolitan Library Network Coordinator; librarians from towns in the Network and assorted
Nebraska Library Commission Staff, have been
touring the county fairs in Mrs. Heim's Network.
Displays, brochures and books have been assembled to promote the resources of the local public
library and to show the special services of the Network system. Additional information and displays
were provided concerning the Blind and Physically Handicapped Library services. A unique feature
was offered for children - a drawing for a free book!
Children 12 years and under had a chance to win.
How cou Id they find out if they were the lucky
one? Check at their local Public Library, of course.

PANHANDLE NETWORK COORDINATOR
.. . Laura Berge reports that Aileen Elliott, of

Bayard has a thriving film program at the Public
ac
e nesday, this summer films have
been shown from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. to every preschooler in the community!

~=::-~~Hi·br~rry.

INDIAN GRADUATE LlBRARIANSHIP
INSTITUTE
The University of Arizona at Tucson's Graduate
Library School has recently designed a one-year
professional program to train Native-Americans to
define and meet Indian library informational needs.
Students who com p lete the program wi II receive
either a Master of Library Science degree (M .L.S.)
or a Master of Education in School Librarianship
degree (M. Ed.).
All American Indians who have completed an
undergraduate degree in good standing are eligible
for the institute and stipend which would include
board and room, books, field expenses and a dependency allowance, during the 1973-74 school year.
If you or someone you know would be interested
in applying, further information can be obtained
by writing: Director, Graduate Library School

University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona, 85721 or
calling 602 884-3565.

OPEN LEARNING CONFERENCE TO BE HELD
IN NEBRASKA
October 15, 16 and 17, 1973 are the dates
reserved on the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
campus for the first national Conference on Open
Learning in Higher Education.
The Conference is designed to discuss the uses
of media in non-traditional education and is being
sponsored by the State University of Nebraska
(S-U -N) in cooperation with the Great Plains National Instructional Television Library.

The current and growing need for broadened
educational opportunities provides the impetus for
this assembly. Educational expertise from Canada,
the United States and abroad will gather in Lincoln .
Technology experts and higher education officials
will be present to contribute their ideas and experi@.
I=le.--mee-ti-Rg.The CentceeF-F-I=F'8ocF-r*=G~ffifH--lt:Re-------
Education on the East Campus of the UniversityLincoln will hold the conference sessions. For '.
further information contact the Great Plains National Instructional Television Library, P. O. Box 80669,
Lincoln, NE 68501. Telephone 402 467-2502.
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EVENTS
August 30, 1973
Coordinators, Consultants, Community
Information Specialists Meeting 10:00 a.m.
Kearney Public Library, Randall Hall
Kearney State College Campus
September 5, 1973
Nebraska Library Commission Meeting
1420 P Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 10:30 a.m.
October 11 and 12
NEMA Convention
Center for Continuing Education
East Campus, Lincoln
October 15, 16, 17
Open Learning Conference
Center for Continuing Education
UN-L East Campus, Lincoln, Nebraska

FY 1974 CONTINUING RESOLUTION IMPOUNDMENT
Although the intent of Congress is clear with
respect to the funding of library programs under
the continuing resolution (PL 93-52), the administration has not yet released the money nor has it
made known its intent to do so. The resolution provides for funding of the library programs (LSCA,
ESEA II and HEAII A&B) at the level of the House
passed FY 1974 Labor-HEW appropriations bill
(HR 8877).
The Office of Education has announced its
"spending plan" under the continuing resolution in
piecemeal fashion only. For example, the funds for
the NDEA title III program are being released at the
rate of $2 million, rather than the $25 million provided in H R 8877 - wh ich appears to be a clear
case of impoundment. Seventeen states have fi led
suits against the government for impoundment of
FY 1973, NDEA III funds, and fourteen states have
fi led suits for impoundment of FY 1973, LSCA

funds. Careful attention must now be paid to the
administration's FY 1974 spending plan.

MICROFORM SURVEY
Last Spring, the Nebraska Library Commission
in cooperation with the Nebraska State Historical
Society, circulated a questionnaire entitled,
"Nebraska-Wide Survey of Microform Material and
Equipment" to about 300 public libraries, public
schools, colleges and universities, technical colleges,
historical societies, state governmental agencies and
newspaper offices. This questionnaire was designed
to show what type of microform (microfilm, microfiche, microcard, ultramicroform, etc.) and/or
microform equipment each institution might own.
The respondent was also asked to indicate its policy
on the use of the material or equipment including
the use of equipment by patrons having their own
microforms to use.
A summary of the responses from 88 institutions
who reported microform material or equ ipment,
or both, has been prepared in a pamphlet entitled:
"Nebraska-Wide Survey of Microform Material and
Equipment, Summary and Index." This pamphlet
will be ready for distribution about October 1,1973.
Each respondent wi II receive a copy of the "Su mmary and Index." In addition, the Nebraska Library
Commission will send a copy to each Regional
Library, to each Network Coordinator, and to other
individuals who have requested a copy. If others
wish a copy of this publication please notify the
Nebraska Library Commission.

PERIODICAL HOLDI NGS LIST REVISED
A revised compilation of the Periodical holdings
of the Regional Libraries, has just been completed.
This list will be on file in all Regional Libraries to
assist the Librarian in locating specific magazines in
order to fill requests. Lincoln and Omaha were not
included as their collections are more complete. The
Library Commission will, of course, search the
Union Catalog for holdings not appearing on this
list, or the Microfilm list.

nlc
TWX MANUAL - UPDATE REPORT

AWARDS

The Nebraska Library Telecommunications
Manual is just about ready to go to press. The
September 3 mailing date will probably not be
reached, but, the manual will be mailed as soon as
it is in final form.

I nterested in attending the American Library
Association Conference in New York next year?
The Charles Scribner's Sons Awards wi II be offered
again in 1974! These awards are gifts of $250 to
each of four librarians working with children two in elementary school libraries, and two in
public libraries - to bring them to the Annual ALA
Conference.

The July 20, 1973, "TWX Manual Workshop"
was very helpful and informative to the people revising the manual. Be watching for the all new
and revised Nebraska Library Telecommunications
Manual.
NATIONAL READING CENTER PHASE-OUT

f--_ __

An ad hoc committee of the Children's Services
Division will administer the awards. Qualifications
are; less than five years experience; membership in
the Children's Services Division; and no previous
attendance at an A LA Annual Conference.

Application blankswill be available upon request
On Tuesday, April 17,1973, the Executive Comfrom Charles Scribner's Sons, Library Services
mittee of the National Reading Center Foundation
Department, 597 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y.,
announced its decision to phase-out all activities of
the Center on or before the end of the current
100017. January 18,1974, is the deadline for filing
--'fc:.:iscal ear. Tbe Committee's action was ba ed on - - 3JLappJication.
its inability to secure assurance of funding beyond
fiscal year 1973.
HELP!
In the future, inquiries regarding the National
Right to Read Effort should be directed to the
Please notify us of any changes that need to
Right to Read Office, U.S. Office of Education,
be made on the mailing labels. We want to
400 Maryland Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.
keep the list accurate and up-to-date. Thanks.
20202.
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OVERTONES
FROM THE UNDERGROUND
EMPATHETIC LIBRARY SERVICE INSTITUTE NEWSLETTER

As you have no doubt noticed, "Overtones from
the Underground" has changed color this issue!
There is a very special reason for this. The applicat ion for the Empathetic Library Service I nstitute is
enclosed in this edition.
You will remember that Volume 1, number 1,
of "Overtones" introduced the Empathetic Library
Service Institute and now the details are ready to
unfold.
INSTITUTE PARTICULARS FOR YOUR
INVOLVEMENT
Travel to Norfolk, Nebraska, will be at your
expense via air, bus, personal auto or your choice.
A reservation for lodging will be made for you
at the Holiday Inn of Norfolk. Institute prices are
$11.50, single and $14.50, double.

The I nstitute opens with a Group Dinner at the
Inn, at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, November 6. Keynote
speaker on Wednesday evening will be Dr. Don O.
Clifton, well-known Nebraskan and President of
Selection Research, I nc., Lincoln.
Session one, November 6-9, will target on
Human Relationships and Self; the work-role of an
empathetic person providing library services; and
the community and cultural environment about us.
During sessions two (January 14-18, 1974) and
three (Apr il 16-19, 1974), wewill work together
on planning, needs assessment and putting your
plan into action.

Volume 1 Number 5

in People Serving People.
Money. Participants will receive $15.00 per day
for food and lodging and $3.00 per day dependency
allowance. Payment directly to the participants will
be made upon completion of each session.

The application on page 3 of th is issue is your
passport to an educational and professional growth
institute, designed specifically with you in mind.
Plan now to share in an exciting ten days with your
colleagues and friends.
Applications for the I nstitute will be reviewed
by the Nebraska State Advisory Counci I on Libraries, with recommendations to the director of the
Institute, for final selection. Successful candidates
will be notified by October 22, 1973.

WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT FROM
THE INSTITUTE?

The purpose of the institute is to strengthen your skills:
1. in identifying individual hur:nan needs.
2. in planning programs to meet the needs
of individuals and groups.
3. in successfully carrying out and evaluating the programs you develop.
4. in providing leadership and in the organization of effective programs.

The Institute will provide on-the-job training as
part of a continuing education program as described
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INSTITUTE LEADERS
Dr. Robert E. Kemper - Empathetic Library
Service I nstitute project director. Past director of
Nebraska Library Commission, now director of
Library Services, University of Northern Arizona,
Flagstaff.
Dr. Galen W. Dodge - Director of the Nebraska
Human Resources Research Foundation. Field
Assessment officer, Peace Corps I ntern Training
Program, Columbia, South America. Counseling
Psychologist, UN-L Professor of Psychology.
Dr. Herman Glaess - Professor and Chairman
of Department of Psychology and Education, Concordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebraska. Active
leader in National Organizations concerned with
Human Development. Distinguished Teacher Award
Concordia.
INSTITUTE OPERATIONS
John H. Schere - Assistant project director.
Director of Library Development. Nebraska Library
Commission.
Rodney G. Wagner - Arrangements Coordinator. Planning, Evaluation and Research Coordinator,
Nebraska Library Commission.

talked to over 200 groups a year - he has talked
to groups on both coasts in the same day!
Dr. Joseph Julian - Associate Professor of
Sociology, University of Nebraska - Lincoln. Outstanding teacher; an authority on social problems
and complex organizations; author of Social Problems. Teaching experience at Kansas State University, Manhattan and Columbia University, New
York City.
Dr. Robert N. Manley - Director of the Division for Community Development of Selection
Research, Inc., Lincoln. Historian and authority on
Nebraska History, Dr. Manley was a professor of
History at UN-L and Chairman of the division of
Social Sciences at Hiram Scott College at Scottsbluff. Well-known as a lecturer in western history ·
and folklore with a deep interest in local history
and community development.
Mr. Gary Ross - Associated with the University of Nebraska at Omaha, Gerontology department. IVIr. Ross has develope t e empa e IC
model" that is used in understanding some of the
physical changes that occur during the aging process.
Currently, he is also studying in the department of
Counseling and Guidance at UN -O.

INSTITUTE EVALUATION TEAM
OVERTONES FROM THE UNDERGROUND

Dr. Lawrence A. Allen - Dean, College of
Library Science, University of Kentucky, Lexington.
Dr. Wesley C. Meierhenry - Chairman and
Professor of Adult and Continuing Education, UN-L.

published biweekly
by the
Nebraska Library Commission
Jane Geske, director

SESSION ONE HIGHLIGHTERS

John H. Schere, director library development

Dr. Donald O. Clifton - President, Selection
Research, Inc., and subsidiaries of Lincoln, Nebraska.
Professor of Educational Psychology, University
of Nebraska - Lincoln. Past-president of Nebraska
Personnel and Guidance Association. Chosen as
"Outstanding Nebraskan" by University of Nebraska
students. For the ·last five years, Dr. Clifton has

Nancy Wiederspan, editor
1420 P Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508
printed primarily by HEA
Title II B funds
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APPLICATION FOR EMPATHETIC LIBRARY SERVICE INSTITUTE
SESSION ONE - NOVEMBER 6-9, 1973
SESSION TWO - JANUARY 14-18, 1974
SESSION THREE - APRIL 16-19, 1974
Mail completed form to : Mr John Schere, Nebraska Library Commission, 1420 P Street, Lincoln, NE
68508. Applications must be received by October 8, 1973.
1.

Name (first, middle initial, last) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

2.

Home Address (number, street, city, state, zip code) _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

3.

Home Phone
Area code : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Phone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___

4.

Se x

6.

o

5.
male

D

Social Security number

female

Numb"er of dependents (excluding yourself) who are cla imable for Federal income tax purposes : _ _

7 ~ -Name..aud address of emp loyer : _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ __ _ __
8.

Employment telephone
Area code: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Phone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

9.

~----

Title of your position : _ _ _ _ _ _ __

10.

Name, title and address of your immediate supervisor _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

11.

Describe any significant experience you have had in the subject field of this institute. (i.e. summer
programs, workshops or seminars). _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

12.

I understand that if I become a participant in the Empathetic Library Service Institute I will complete
all three sessions to qualify for the per diem ($15.00) and dependency allowance ($3.00 per day).
date

Signature of Applicant

IMPORTANT: This Institute is open to everyone! Please circulate this brochure to all departments and to ~ny individuals that you think may be interested in applying, additional application forms are available upon request. You need not be in a- library related occupation to
apply.

nlc
EMPATHETIC LIBRARY SERVICE INSTITUTE
SPONSORED BY THE
NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION

Conducted under a grant from the U. S. Office of Educat ion
T itle II-B Higher Education Act of 1965 P. L. 89-329, as amended
as further amended by Sec. 111 of the Education Amendments of 1972, P. L. 92-318

"And a man said, Speak to us of Self-Knowledge.
And he answered, saying :
Your hearts know in silence the secrets of the
days and nights.
But your ears thirst for the sound of you r
heart's knowledge.
You would know in words that which you have
always known in thought."
- K. Gibran

The Nebraska Library Commission and the Empathetic Library Service Institute
is in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color or national or igin.
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The Nebraska Librar\J; Commission~ staff! This ,: ".
year at Convention '73! the Nebraska. Library ' - " :
Commission; ·wiH ·host "tWo booths. One will , . ~.:':
presen t the Nebraska Publications Cl"earinghouse .
sta ff , plus. dbcumentsand handouts ...and one< :,,' ';'
will feature:the· NLC special services force: Coordi- :'
. nators, Blind and Physically Handicapped staff, .
'. Consu Itants and: Co'mmunity Information ' Special~;; - .
. [ . isis. They will be th.ere to answer questions and to
; meet w ith librarians and friends. The schedule .'
. posted below is for yourinformatiC?n:.

.. j. . .

PUBLICATION AVAILABLE

I

Th ursday, October 25,1973
8:00·9 :00 .
Frances Warnsholz and
Barbara Johnson
. 9:00-9 :30
Nancy: Wiederspan
10:30·11 :30 Paula' Smith and Lucy . Giron.-,
11 : 30~12:30 . Fern:' Heim and Barbara
Johnson _.
· 3:00-4:00
Morel ,Fry and Jane Kennedy '
4 :00·5 :00
Laura Berge

I

1
~

:

.'

"' . ,-i:

,-"-.

I

.

. ('

9:00~ 10:00

I

12 :00- 12: 30

J

..

WE NEED YOUR HELP.!

Frances Warnsholz .and Jane '
Kennedy
Paula Smith and Lucy Giron
Fern Heim

t .·,

Loui.se A. NixOn, Nebraska Library Com~
[ . mi Miss
ssion Executive Secretary from 1951-69 and
t'

Jane Geske, N LC Director, will also be at the NLC
boo th to m eet IJI/it h friends throughout both conven tion days.

:.
I

·<F
,

The "Nebraska-Wide Survey of Microform
Holdings and Equipment Summary with Index"
compiled by the Nebraska Library Commission and
Nebraska State Historical Society has been received
from the printer and mailed to all Public libraries .
and to the other institutions who replied to the "
initial survey. ·If you have not received your copy' ,
of this publication, please notify the Nebraska .,. Library Commission Reference Department.

'

Fr j day~ October 26, 1973

8:00-9:00

t

Miss Louise A. Nixon, Nebraska Library Commission's
special guest at their Convention '73 booth .

Coordinators, Regional Librarians, and friends some libraries may not be receiving Overtones
because we do not have a box number or an
address listed for them. The Postal Department
requires a box number or street ad.dress in order
to process thi'rd class mail, so please ask the
librarians in your area it they have received any
copies Cif Overtones and if they haven't, send
us a note with the box number or. address and zip.
We will be certain to add them to our mailing list. .
Thankyou.

.,.

j'
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BOOK PUBLISHERS CALL FOR REPEAL OF ALL
"OBSCENITY" LAWS FOR ADULTS ' ,
New York, New York :
The Association of American Publishers' called
· fo r the repeal of all federal, state, and local legislation t hat prohibits the sale, .exhibition of distribution of. sexually explicit materials to consenting
adults.
. ,'.

Would everyone that has received revenue sharing,
no matter how large or small, please 'drop a note
to the editor of this newsletter, statin g the amount
. and 'the intended use. We think it will be-an interesting edition for everyone.
AMERICAN FILM FESTIVAL WINNERS AT
. CONCORDIA ' ,

At the same.time, the Asso~iation said it wo'uld' ,~
Concordia Teachers College Media Department
not oppose carefully-drawn legislation regulating the
is proud to announce that they will host a film commercial distribution of sexual materiars to Young - .. Jestival featuring the Blue and Red ribbon' winners .
of the 15th annual American Film Festival that was
' persons or legislation to 'p rotect persons from having
such materials. thrust upon. them without theirconheld in New York in May of th is year; '.:'::: ~ ,
. sent through open public display.,

....

. The Associatibn~s posi;i~~ i~: 'in effect, an '<· endorsement·of:.the major recommendations of the
Commissio n on Obscenity and Pornography which
· submitted its report to the President and the Congress
three years ago. The Association also stated that
their position on the Commissi0R~ s recommendations
. was based on an extensive study of the 700 page
· report by members and staff of the A ssoc iation's
..Freedom To Read Committee.
Kenn eth D. McCormick, Senior Editoria l Consultant for Doubleday and Co., and Chairman of the
Freedom To Read Committee; said recently that,
because o f the Supreme Court's decisions of June
21 establishi ng new guide lines for obscenity
prosecutions, it was "now more important than
ever ... for every concerned citizen to read the
Comm ission's report and give serious and rational
consideration to its recommendations."
SPE CIAL EDI T ION: REVENUE SHARING
The Library Commission is interested in pu blishing an issue of Overtones that lists the towns
that have successfully gained revenue sharing dollars.
As you reca ll, a su rvey was take n last April that asked if librar ies had received any 'mon ies, however,
t here have been many libraries tha't have rece ived
specific amounts since that time, or the figures fo r
revenue sharing amounts have changed. Because of
this,·we woul d like to have a more up-to-date record
of successes before publishing the information.

This is one of nineteen host locations throughout
the U.S. The filmswill be shown Saturday, Novem-·,
ber 17, 1973; at Weller Hall on the Concordia campus at Seward, NE. The program will begin at 9:00
a.m. and continue until 3 :30 p.m. and is open to
the public.
The films will be grouped according to various
subjects: child ren 's films, society, fine arts, performing arts, history, etc. These films will also be shown
t he week of November 12-17 in the evenings on
campus with no charge to the public. For further
information contact: Jack Middendorf, Media
Department, Concord ia Teachers College, Seward ,
Nebraska.
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CHECK US OUT!

A BLUE RfBBON WtNNER

Those of you who haven't had a chance to visit
our" new" headquarters, may want to take advantage of the N LC Open House that is scheduled for
Thursday,October 25, from 3:00-5:00 p.m. during
the N LA convention.

"One is under an obligationto liye as long as one
is living." The Art of Age, a new film released from :
ACI and currently available from Lincoln City
Library, demonstrates how this philosophy under.lies the productive lives of four.elderly citizens.

The Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped andthePublications Clearinghouse will have
a display of interesting materials. I n addition, new
books concerning Institutiona l Library Services will
be avai lable for viewing along with a mounted
pictoral display of Older Americans that is on loan
to the N LC from ·the Commission on Aging. This
display will soon be available for libraries to borrow.
It has in recent years been exhibited in banks
throughout Nebraska. The N LC staff isanx iously
awaiting the opportunity to greet some old friends
and to meet some new ones.

It presents a positive, exhilarating view of aging
. arid would be suitable for a.general audience, high .
school through adult. The Art of Age w.as produced
under the advisement of the Gerontology Center
atthe University of Southern California and was a ..
Blue Ribbon Winner at the American Film Fest ival.
This emotive, exciting film is a must-for those
interested in adult education, ger~ntology and/Or
people. Contact y()ur loCal public library if you are
interested in orderin,g this winner.

... '

L1BROS PARLANTES!
. "CALENDAR OF ::EVEN-r:S -

Yes, talking books in Spanish are now part of the
reading resources of the Nebraska Library for the
Blind and Physically Handicapped. Our library has
received about 60 of the 89 titles that the Library
of Congress has recorded since early in 1972,
according to Mrs. Frances Warnsholz the library
director. The National Collections, Division for the
Blind and Physically Handicapped, Library of
. Congress, is adding an average of one new title a
month for national distribution.
The Spanish-language titles include classics,
westerns, mysteries, history and drama and child
care. Two current magazines: Selecciones del reader's
Digest and Suen Hogar (Good Housekeeping) are also
available.
Seven counties in Nebraska (Buffalo, Dawson,
Douglas, Hall, Lancaster, Lincoln, Sarpy and Scotts
Bluff) have 400 or more Spanish-speaking residents.
So, librarians, friends of libraries and friends of
people, will you spread the word of th e new talking
book collection in Spanish? Do contact Mrs. Warnsholz and her staff, your questions and suggestions
will be most welcome.

October 11 and 12
NEMA Convention, Nebraska Center
for Continuing Education-Lincoln.
October 24 : " : .
Coordinators, Community Information
'Specialists and Consultants meeting.
1420 P'street, 9 :00 a.m .
October 25 '
, Nebraska Library Commission Meeting
1420 PStreet, 2 :00 p.m.
October 25 and 26
Nebraska Library Association Conventio n
Radisson-Cornhusker Hotel, Lincoln.
November 4 through 7 ".
Mountain Plains Library Association .
Annual Confe'rence, Cheyenne, Wyomi ng
Little America Motel
November 6, 7, 8 and 9
Empathetic Library Service Institute
Holiday Inn,' Norfolk, Nebraska

Mrs. Dorothy S. Miller, volunteer
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CIT I ZENS URGE CONTINUED SUPPORT OF
Clearinghouse booth this year. The Clearinghouse
NA T IONAL LIBRARY POLICY AND PROGRAMS , . staff, Susan Kling, (editor of State Publications
.
.'
Checklist), Brenda Clark (State documents librarian) ' .
A group of concerned ·~ i~·izens. has u;g'ect the
and Pat Sloan (Federal documents librarian) w i ll
Pres ident and, the U.S. Senate to avoid a~-reversal
be alternatinghours during the convention and .
of E?stab lished Federal government poli~y of support
invite those of you who haven't met with the
f or a nat ional library system.
. , -.
Clearinghouse clan, and t hose who have, to stop by .
.; 1
.,
at your convenience. They will be a.nxious to answer
. Th e group of citizens experienced in .the field . :
of communications, regard the Executi~e- budget· __ ,\." any questions and an x ious to hear your comments ·' .:
.
,";; .• and suggestions. They have lots of .goodies, a new
proposal for.: abandoning Federal support . .f or
. , ,:.;'=:-'. '
..
.
'
.
.
' ;', brochure explaining the proce-dures; and function
librari es as .a. serious st-ep backward,. one which wIlLr,·,·v .. f h CI' . h
II
I
f h'
.
,
'"
d la
' ·t eIy'~d":amage· 't he' na' t lona
"
I '"
.".. ". 0 t e earlng ouseaswe . assampeso
severeIy" an d"rmme
.
' .. 1; . • t elrwares. .:
•

,

-

..

:~.

.

., .. J..,

' ,J .. "','

ioterest. Astatement issued by the group noted ".. , .;:".
t he " Federal· funds have provided the ' stimulat i on '~ . '.
and means for extended services .. . . federal funds
are just beginning to provide the basis ,fof' a
-,
natio nally, iinked system : ' ~'::';,:\1 . .,. ,~ .. _....;~,:::~:....
~

'.'

',1,~.:. '"~' .~.

tjo(..

~·._\~·"'"

~"';;~'~i,

r~·;·:~

..

"
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. Th e committee ex pressed s'a't isfaction with the
act io n of t he House of Representatives i'n restoring
library f unding in t he House Appropriations Act
and in passiilg a "continuing resolution" authori zed
interim expenditures at-approximatel y -last year's
leve l. Hcwever, the A dministration, has t o date
released only. a small percentage of authorized
fu nds.
WH.A T'S UP DOC?

Th at's the theme of the Nebraska Publications

.

ihe Pu blications Clearinghouse Staff from left,
Brenda Clark, Pat Sloan,. Susan Kling. ,.': '
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IMPOUNDMENT COURT ACTION
States are continuing to initiate suits for their share
of impounded library funds. Montana, South Carolina,
and New York should be added to the list of states
that have sued for release of impounded FY '73 LSCA
and NDEA III funds.
What is Nebraska's position currently on the LSCA
impoundment situation? According to Mr. Harold
Mosher, Assistant Attorney General (Nebraska) in a
recent interview, "we are now in somewhat of a
holding pattern." In the case of Louisiana v.
Weinberger (U.S.D.C. - E.D. La. No. 73-1763) the
state of Louisiana wants to amend its complaint so
they could maintain a class action. As of this date
there has been no ruling on the matter. What does a
class action mean for Nebraska? Simply, that then
Louisiana would be litigating for all states, not only
its own.
It is expected that the Court in the Louisiana case
will now rule promptly because the U.S. Supreme
Court very recently declined to exercise original
jurisdiction in a case entitled Georgia v. Nixon.
I n that case, Georgia had asked leave to fi Ie an
original complaint in the U.S. Supreme Court
against the Secretary of Transportation, the Acting
Commission of Education, the Acting Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency, and the
Director of the Office of Management and Budget.
They asked the court to enjoin defendants "from
impounding or withholding from the State of Georgia
any sums of money, obligational authority, or other
fiscal assistance or grants to which it is entitled under
the above described programs."
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Mr. Mosher stated that, " ... we wi II conti nue to
fi Ie su it for '74 funds if necessary, that is, if the same
situation again arises. At this stage in the game, we
don't have a choice. We'll have to find out whether
the 50 states are entitled to the funds that have
been appropriated by Congress."

Mr. Harold Mosher,
Assistant Attorney
General for the
State of Nebraska.
Dynamic, patient,
knowledgeable, and
vitally interested in
library programs.

APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR 1974 SCHOOL
LIBRARY MEDIA AWARD
A $5,000 prize for the most outstanding achievement
in providing exemplary media programs at the elementary level is being offered to school systems submitting
applications for the 1974 School Library Media Program of the Year. The 1974 awards wi II be made
during National Library Week, April 21-27.
Application forms are available from state school
library supervisors or the American Association of
School Librarians, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago,
Continued on next page.
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I L 60611. Completed applications must be submitted
for the awards no later than November 16, 1973.

ANNOUNCING ... ANNOUNCING ...
Ms. Paula Smith, Coordinator for the Central Network, has recently resigned to become Director of the
Hastings Public Library. She will begin her new duties
on November 1, 1973. Ms. Smith will be replacing
Miss Jeannette Hillers, who has retired from the Hastings position after a successful career with the Public
Library.
Ms. Smith received both her Bachelor's and M. L.S.
degrees from Kansas State Teachers' College in
Emporia, Kansas. Upon graduation, in December
1972, Pau la began her work with the Nebraska Li brary
Commission.

grams. And with the House-passed Labor-HEW
appropriations bill some $1.3 billion over the President's budget and the Senate-passed bill almost $580
million over the House, the likelihood of an eventual
presidential veto seems almost certain.
Although the first continuing resolution expired
September 30, Congress took action to extend it
until October 11 and is now working on an indefinite
continuing resolution which would remain in force
until the final adjournment of the first session of the
93rd Congress.

REVENUE SHARING $$$$$$

As was mentioned in the last issue of Overtones,
we are in the process of compiling a complete listing
of towns in Nebraska that have received Revenue
--,----.l.....ung!atuJatio~-albHi3,!------__,.__---=~~_b-htl~Har3--fer-t~programn Ii Ilg. We-do 0.,,-.,,--- a list that we compiled after a survey last April, but
GOOD WORDS
we know that many towns have received funding since
then. If you haven't notified the editor of this newsGood Words: Notable Books on the American
letter about your current situation, please do so at
Indian is a notable bibliography that has been comyour earliest convenience. We don't want to miss
piled by nine students of Indian ancestry enrolled in
anyone when we publish our updated list in a special
the Library-Media Institute at the UniverSity of South
issue of Overtones. Thank you.
Dakota. This publication was compiled for the
Subcommittee on Materials for American Indians of
the RASD Adult Library Materials Committee, a committee of the American Library Association.
OVERTONES FROM THE UNDERGROUND
For those of us that live in the midwest it is
especially interesting and relevant, as many references
are to the Plains Indians.
If you are interested in obtaining copies of this
publication, direct your correspondence to: ALA
Order Dept., 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, III. 60611.
It is well worth your time.

published biweekly
by the
Nebraska Library Commission
Jane Geske, director
John H. Schere, director library development
Nancy Wiederspan, editor

CONTINUING RESOLUTION FY 1974
Pending final enactment of the FY 1974 LaborHEW appropriations bill, the funding provisions of
the continuing resolution signed into law July 1
(PL 93-52, as amended) still apply to the library pro-
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CLOSE-UP: JIM SMITH
Mr. James Smith was welcomed as a new staff
member to the Nebraska Library Commission early in
October. His duties will involve working with the
Media Center and starting to organize the materials
that will be aquired from various state agencies.
When asked what he thought he could speculate
as his first step, Jim replied, " ... get a place to work,
and contact the agencies to see what needs they have
and what they would want from a media facility."
It is planned that the Media Center would be located
immediately adjacent to the Library Commission's
present headquarters, in the area that is now being
used for storage by other state departments. It wi II
obviously take work and planning to get the area
suitable for use.
Not only will the Media Center be a point of film
distribution and consulting work for state agencies,
but media production will be an integral part. "To
begin with we will only be working with state agencies
in the Lincoln area.

THE REEVES BEQUEST
The Nebraska Library Commission has received a
check for $7,621.54, a bequest of the Dora Reeves
Estate, "for the benefit of blind persons."
From an interview with Ruth Sandoz, executrix
of the will and, E. Hollstein, attorney, it was learned
that Mrs. Reeves and her husband, Washington V.
Reeves were early settlers in Sheridan County,
Mr. Reeves having come by covered wagon from
Kansas in 1892. The Reeves' lived on a farm near
White Clay until ill health forced them to retire to
Rushville.
In later years Mr. Reeves became blind and was
the recipient of talking books from the Library for
the Blind and Physically Handicapped for about ten
years. A number of times Mrs. Reeves expressed her
desire to help other blind people through the Library,
which caused the survivor, Mrs. Reeves, to bequeath
one quarter of her estate to this specialized library
service.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 25, 1973

Nebraska Library Commission Meeting,
1420 P Street, Lincoln, Nebraska, 2:00 p.m.
October 25 and 26, 1973

Nebraska Library Association Convention
Radisson -Cornhusker Hotel, Lincoln
November 4 through 7

Mr. Smith, a native of Minnesota, came to Nebraska
after 9% years as manager of the Media Production
Services at the University of Minnesota, St. Paul. As a
closing comment, Jim expressed, " ... the Media
Center wi II be for people to use, if anyone has a
specific need, comment or question, I wou Id be more
than happy to listen and try to answer."

Mountain Plains Library Association
Annual Conference, Cheyenne, Wyoming,
Little America Motel
November 6, 7, 8 and 9

Empathetic Library Service Institute,
Holiday Inn, Norfolk, Nebraska

nlc
SPOTLIGHT: SEWARD PUBLIC LIBRARY

A unique development involving the Public
Library and Concordia Teachers' College occurred
in Seward, Nebraska during the summers of 1972
and 1973. The crux of the situation was that Dr.
William Heinike had several veteran elementary
teachers that were returning to CTC to complete
degree requirements through practice teaching but
the city schools were closed for the su mmer. Dr.
Heinike and his colleagues then thought of the library
and approached Mrs. Phyllis Kroeger, librarian, with
a new concept - utilizing teachers in the library for
the summer session.
The result? A resounding success for both the
Seward Public Library and Concordia Teachers'
College. New freedoms for both teachers and
students were experienced. Field trips, films,
puppet shows, arts and crafts, drama and music
were integrated into the regular library story hour.
Childrens circulation statistics as well as library
Gdui~ circulation numbers reached new-hergtrts-as
evidenced on the chart in the photograph.

enthusiasm made every effort worthwhile and it
was great to see the library experiment in new
areas. "

This chart was used as evidence of library circulation growth for City Council budget meeting. The
3,000 books circulated in June of 1972 hit an all
time record.

Dr. Carl Christian, CTC student teaching supervisor, felt that the program was extremely sucessfu I for both the ch i Idren and teachers and wou Id
like to see it continued and expanded if the need
again arises. Mrs. Kroeger explained, "the children's

THANKS
. .. to everyone that has contributed news,
and/or suggestions to "Overtones." We're
always anxious to learn about happenings in
your area.
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EMPATHETIC LIBRARY SERVICE INSTITUTE
PARTICIPANTS SELECTED
On November 6 - 9, 1973, the following individuals
will be gathering in Norfolk, Nebraska, for the first
part of the three-part Empathetic Library Service
Institute.
Laura Berge - Scottsbluff
Raymond Brown - Sidney
Charles Currant - Wayne
Karen Ebel - North Platte
Shirley Flack - Scottsbluff
Morel Fry - McCook
John Garrison - Lincoln
Margaret G igax - Schuyler
Lu cy Giron - Scottsbluff
Sist er Agnes Gunther - O'Neill
Fern Heim - Lincoln
Lois Heldt - Yutan
Melba Hermann - McCook
William Heuser - Chadron
Viola Jernberg - Genoa
Barb Johnson - Lincoln
Jerry Kaup - Holdrege
Margaret Keiter - Hartington
Marvin Kraenow - Columbus
Carolyn Mahaffy - Lincoln
Alta Marsh - Neligh
Doris Mayfield - Omaha
Dorothy Miller - Lincoln
Bonnie Mulder - Lincoln
Nancy Noha - Lincoln
Vivian Peterson - Fremont
Geneve Selsor - Omaha
Barbara Shattuck - Omaha
Jim Smith - Lincoln
Loreta Tiemann - Lincoln
Frances Warnsholz - Lincoln
Lucky Waugh - Norfolk
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Betty Werner - Cozad
Nancy Wiederspan - Lincoln
There will be a "get aquainted" dinner on Tuesday evening and Dr. Don Clifton will give the keynote
address. The next three days will be spent exploring
and discussing topics as "Human Relations" (communication, empathy, failure/rejection), the "Role of
the Librarian" and "Our Cultural Environment."
Friday, the participants will be involved in planning
an "action program". and thinking about session two.

ETV ANNOUNCES NEW PROGRAM ON GRAND
GENERATION
A new weekly Television series for and about
older Nebraskans wi II begi n November 1, on stations
of the Nebraska Education Television Network. The
program will be shown on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.,
repeated on Fridays at 7:00 a.m. and will be entitled,
"The Grand Generation."
Special features will include interviews with older
Nebraskans, information about services and activities,
a calendar of events, entertainment, and a 24-hour tollfree statewide telephone answering service. A variety
of subjects and format are to be explored, feature
length programs as well as a "Sesame Street" multisubject approach.
The programs are being produced in cooperation
with the Nebraska Commission on Aging. Something
to watch for!

REVENUE SHARING ISSUE
Many libraries have already submitted their reports
of revenue sharing successes, but if you haven't,
please mail the information as soon as possible. We
are almost ready to go to press!
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BANKERS LIFE NEBRASKA PRESENTS FILM TO
LIBRARY COMMISSION

SOUTHEASTERN NETWORKAUBURN AND WILBER HOST WORKSHOPS

A 16mm color film entitled, "A Time To See" has
recently been presented to the N LC by Mr. Thomas
A. Yates, a representative of Bankers Life Nebraska.

Jane Kennedy, coordinator for the Southeastern
Network recently announced that there will be two
Budgeting Workshops; one to be held at the Dvoracek
Memorial Library in Wilber, Tuesday, November 13th
and one to be held at the Auburn Public Library,
Thursday, November 15th.

This film was created by Mr. Reinhold P. Marxhausen, professor of art at Concordia College in
Seward, Nebraska, and Bankers Life Nebraska's consultant and artist-in-residence. "A Time To See"
examines the intense beauty of everyone's nearby
world and reflects Professor Marxhausen's belief that
beauty surrounds everyone and everything.
Professor Marxhausen is a native of Minnesota,
and has taught at Concordia since 1951. In addition
to teaching, Marx, as his friends call him, is a
painter, sculptor, photographer and a great Nebraska
resource. After serving in the Army in WWII and
attending Valparaiso University he entered the
Chica 0 Art I nstitute where e e an to seriousl
develop his interest in art. A special thanks to
Bankers Life Nebraska and to Mr. Marxhausen for
making this film available.

Librarians and trustees from the Southeastern
Network are invited to discuss "the whys and wherefores of setting objectives, working to meet standards
and getting the money to carry out your plans." The
informal sessions will begin about 9:00 and continue
until 3:00 p.m. If you are in this network, are interested in attending and haven't already been notified
of the workshops, please don't hesitate to contact
Jane Kennedy, 1420 P Street, Lincoln.
MEMORIALS

David H. Clift, Executive Director Emeritus of the
American Library Association, died late Thursday,
October 11, while en route to Chicago from Frankfurt, Germany. Mr. Clift, a resident of Evanston,
Illinois, was Executive Director of ALA from 1951
until his retirement in 1972, when he was succeeded
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Mr. Thomas A. Yates, Bankers Life Nebraska representative presenting "A Time To See" to Mrs.
Dorothy Lessenhop, Associate Director of Library
Services - N LC.
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by Robert Wedgeworth. He had been in Europe in
connection with his work on a Fellowship in Comparative Librarianship awarded to him on his retirement.

The Nebraska native explained that the committee
is looking at-library service "in its totality, as a unified
library system" and intends to recommend overall
national plans to the President.

All persons wishing to honor the memory of the
late David H. Clift, are invited to make memorial
contributions to the Freedom to Read Foundation.
This request has been made by his widow, Mrs.
Elenore F. Clift.
The Freedom to Read Foundation is the legal action
arm of the ALA intellectual freedom program. Its
goals are:
"T 0 promote and protect freedom of speech
and freedom of press; to protect the public right of
access to libraries; to support the right of libraries
to collect and make available any creative works
they may legally acquire; and to supply legal counsel and otherwise support libraries and librarians
suffering injustices due to their defense of freedom
of speech and freedom of press."
Mr. Clift was instrumental in the establishment of
the Foundation and served as a trustee from its
inception until June, 1972. Memorial gifts honoring
the late Mr. Clift should be sent to: The Freedom to
Read Foundation, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago,
Illinois 60611, Mrs. Judith F. Krug, Executive Director.
Checks should be made payable to the Foundation.

NCLlS, WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE
HIGHLIGHTS NLA CONVENTION

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November 4 through 7

Mountain Plains Library Association
Annual Conference, Cheyenne, Wyoming,
Little America Motel
November 6, 7, 8 and 9

Mr. Roderick Swartz, Deputy Director of the
National Commission on Libraries and Information
Science (NCLlS) addressed the second general session
of the Nebraska Library Association Convention,
Friday, October 26.
He stated that the main thrust of NCLIS (a permanent independent agency of the executive branch) is
to determine what role the federal government should
play in library service and to work on new federal
legislation. The fifteen member committee has a
"user-oriented" philosophy, and has conducted
regional hearings to determine existing needs.

Empathetic Library Service Institute,
Holiday Inn, Norfolk, Nebraska
November 13

Budgeting Workshop, Wilber, 9:00 a.m.-

3:00 p.m.
November 15

Budgeting Workshop, Auburn PL,
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

nlc
CLOSE-UP: JANE JANSEN

"I'm doing something for the community and
people, it gives me a great deal of satisfaction and
people look forward to me coming, their faces light up
when they see me."

also included in her selections. "The Bookmobile" is
a shoppi ng cart that has been converted into a book
cart.

For the past three years, the something that Jane
Jansen has been doing is volunteer work for the
Auburn Public Library. The former high school
librarian and teacher has been a regu lar visitor to the
Good Samaritan Nursing Home in Nemaha County.
Mrs. Jansen personalizes library service. The
residents of the Good Samaritan Home place special
requests and anticipate her regular Tuesday visits.
Large print books, cassette books, talking books are

Volunteer, Mrs. Jansen, and Auburn librarian,
Bernice Mayer, discussing library projects and
problems.

Jane Jansen loading "The Bookmobile."

A
. it I aQ,Q ren'
is I.!.!ib",-,r-",a,,-ry¥-,,~~~
Mrs. Bernice Mayer, Auburn Public Librarian, feels
that Mrs. Jansen "makes people more aware of
library services and has a special knack of knowing
what people really want in the way of library
materials." In addition to her regular visits to the
nursing home, Mrs. Jansen does some "in-house"
volunteer work. "If I can assist people in the library,
I'm more than happy to ... library work is fascinating."
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PROFILE: DOROTHY KITTEL

Dorothy Kittel's official capacity at the Empathetic
Library Service I nstitute in Norfolk, November 6 - 9,
was essentially to "monitor" the program HEW
Title liB program. Her unofficial capacity was as a
friend of Nebraska librarians.
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resources within a community. Area Library Councils are beginning to incorporate users and community
representatives into the planning in order to establish the role of the library within a community.

In a recent interview Miss Kittel talked freely
about her relationship with Nebraska and her past
library experiences.
Q: Could you briefly discuss some of your previous library positions, before you began working
with the U. S. Office of Education?

A: Well, I WGlS first involved with staffing a bookmobile that was associated with the Enoch Pratt
Free Library in Baltimore, from there I went to
work for the University of Chicago Library School
and then to Vassar College Libraries. Dallas Public
Library was my next home and in 1956 I began
working with ALA, specifically with the Library
Community Projects, this is when I first travelled to
Nebraska. That was a two year project and I learned
to think of Nebraska as my "second state." I spent
some time with North Carolina (State) libraries
before going to work for the U. S. Office of Education a few years ago. When I began that job I was
again assigned Nebraska as one of my states LSCA
library extension work. Three years ago I was
appointed as LSCA title III coordinator.
Q:

Do you think the library field is changing?

A: Yes, the rigid lines between public libraries,
school libraries, academic libraries and media centers
are blurring ... we are beginning to look more
toward informational and cultural needs. We are
looking to meet the needs of the people, not just
the needs of the librarian. and to tapping the

Miss Dorothy Kittel, U. S. Office of Education
representative. A Maryland native who considers
Nebraska her "second state."

Networks and the sharing of resources are the
ru Ie rather than the exception now. Why? One reason. the information explosion - more people need
more information. People are interested in questions
that need complex answers, who we are and where
we are going? Secondly. no one institution can
afford to provide all types of services and it is
wasteful to duplicate when it isn't necessary.
Thirdly, we are being pushed. The leadership realizes
that Continuing Education and the Open University
concepts are here to stay, and libraries have a
responsibility in this area. The concept of the library
has to change, that's why this kind of a workshop
is so important. This kind of training is needed if
we are to become vital. in the community, and
effective.
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CENTRAL NETWORK ...
CENSORSHIP WORKSHOP
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

According to Mr. Jerry Kaup, Director of the
Holdrege Public Library, a workshop on Selection
of Materials and Censorship wi II be held at the
South Central Regional Library in Holdrege on
Friday, November 30, 1973. 1 :30 - 4:30 p.m.
Librarians, Media Specialists and Tru stees from
the Region are invited and encouraged to attend.
Ms. Morel Fry, Mari Sandoz Network Coordinator
will also be working with the censorship materials
as the Central Network is presently without a
coordinator due to the resignation of Ms. Paula
Smith who has become Director of the Hastings
Public Library.
If any questions arise, don't hesitate to contact
Jerry Kaup at the Holdrege Public Library.
flASH!

We just learned that the film festival that was
scheduled to be held November 17,1973 had to be
rescheduled due to conflicting dates.
The American Film Festival, Blue Ribbon Winners
will be shown on the Concordia Campus at a later
date, according to Mr. Jack Middendorf, Media
I nstructor at Concordia. For furth er information
contact Mr. Middendorf, our apologies to those that
may have travelled to Seward on the 17th.

November 28, Wednesday
Meeting of Sub-Regional Blind and
Physically Handicapped Library personnel
North Platte Public Library
November 30, Friday
Censorship / Selection Workshop
Holdrege Public Library
1 :30 - 4:30 p.m.
December 7, Friday
Coordinators, Consultants, Community
I nformation Specialists Meeting
1420 P Street
December 8, Saturday
State Advisory Council Meeting
10:00 a.m., 1420 P Street
January 14 - 8, 1974
ELSI
Columbus, Holiday Inn,
Columbus, Nebraska
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published biweekly

PANHANDLE ADVISORY COUNCil HOLDS
WORKSHOP

The Panhandle Library Network Advisory
Council invited Frances Warnsholz to conduct a
workshop on Iibrary service for the Physica Ily
Handicapped on November 19 and 20 at the Kimball
PL and the Scottsbluff PL, respectively.
Participating were librarians of the area and
other community personnel. Procedures in the use
of library service for the Physically Handicapped,
available materials and ways of reaching eligible
borrowers were topics of discussion.
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REFLECTIONS

The days spent at the first part of the Empathetic
Library Service Institute are a difficult few days to
describe. Why? Because they are/were so many
different things to so many different people.
In Volume 1, Number 5, of Overtones the following items were mentioned. What can you expect
from the Institute? The purpose of the institute is
to strengthen your skills:
1. in identifying individual human needs.
2. in planning programs to meet the needs of
individuals and groups.
3. in successfully carrying out and evaluating the
programs you develop.
4. in providing leadership and in the organization
of effective programs.
Number one seems to have come through loud and
clear. "Listening for Understanding" and "Frustration
evels" were analyzed. Remember the T puzzle
that had people doubting their intelligence, and the
Annie Williams dilemma? Self-concepts, hot buttons
and trying to understand only a couple of the
physical problems of aging became real and
meaningfu I.

Library needs of the Grand Generation, what
better way to find out what they are than to ask.
Several members of the Norfolk community
joined E LS participants in a breakfast and discussed
their library needs and ideas. Many people undoubtedly recognize Alma Wickman, the recently retired
Norfolk Public Librarian.

The second question is an individual matter however, it seems as though Gary Hoeltke's presentation
related to program planning. Target groups and
instruments for measuring needs (questionnaires,
interviews, surveys, etc.) could be directly incorporated into planning goals and programs.
Now we come to the real questions and at this
point,unanswerable ones. Numbers three, and
four, "will programs be successfully implemented
evaluated and will leadership develop?" Only time
will tell. Perhaps, by January, we will be able to
look at these unique questions and maybe provide
some answers.
The next six issues of Overtones will discuss
various aspects of these first few days. Perceptions
from participants, observations and feelings will be
included.

Larry Allen, one of the two evaluators for the ELS
Institute. Exciting, perceptive, warm, dynamic a magnetic personality.

nlc

TIRED OF THE SAME OLD THING?

WHAT'S UP DOC

Change your surroundings. Not entirely possible?
Change a display, re-arrange a display, or add a
display to your library.

100% depository - yes, the Publications Clearinghouse of the Nebraska Library Commission is
now a full depository library for U. S. Government
publications. The mind-boggling variety of publications is limited only by your imagination. For
example, the following titles have been received in
the past few months: Infant Care, The States and
Their Indian Citizens, The U.S. Government
Organization Manual. Also avai lable are weekly and
monthly periodicals as Consumer News, Weekly
Compilation of Presidential Documents and Rehabilitation Record.

This pictoral essay entitled The Later Years has
been made available to the libraries throughout
Nebraska on a loan basis from the Commission
on Aging. It can be placed on a table or desk and
used in a variety of ways.
If you are interested in the specifics, contact
Nancy Wiederspan at the Nebraska Library Commission.

The first issues of the Watergate Hearings have
been received as well as Norbert Tieman's nomination
as Federal Highway Administrator. Some 40 different
resolutions for the impeachment of the President
-have been introduced-in th@ Hous@.oi.Represel-l-\,<;;l.U-V~_"",--"
As a depository library, the Publications Clearinghouse receives copies of bills, resolutions, hearings
and reports as soon as they are pri nted. Some of the
Congressional reports and committee prints are
received on microfiche, but all are available for loan.
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ZEROING IN ...
In the 9th issue of Overtones, hopefully, we whet
your appetites with a brief mention of "hot buttons"
(spontaneous stimulators) and the "T puzzle."
Th is issue wi II discuss the concepts and the
exercises that fo I lowed at the fi rst part of the
Empathetic Library Service Institute held in Norfolk,
November 6 - 9.
"Hot buttons" are those topics that "turn people
on" - subjects people could discuss for hours if only
someone wou Id ask. The I nstitute found the hot
buttons of the participants by dividing into groups and
each person , given three minutes to talk about himself!
herself, a spontaneous reaction. At the close of the
timed 3 minutes, the other members of the group
were asked to identify that persons favorite topics or
"hot buttons." The groups were quite perceptive and
usually located the key. The topics were then written
on a "button" (a piece of paper to stick on the
clothing) and worn. An example was "adventure, family, and antiques" - one person's hot buttons. A phenomena that developed from this rather simple activity was that many people identified those individuals
with like interests and explored their common ground .
What does this have to do with a library? This is
one way of finding out what (book) subjects a person
might like. Another example, is in a nursing home.
After talking with the residents and discovering their
"hot buttons" the librarian or volunteer could tap
their interest with a book, film, record or other library
resource that the individual (or librarian) might never
have thought of.
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The "T puzzle" was an exercise in frustration levels,
however, at the onset the participants didn't realize
th is. The basic concept was to try and empathize with
the student or person who is always the last one to
understand material, the last one to get the joke the one who needs empathetic understanding. An
envelope was presented to each person containing
several small metal pieces.
The participants were told that this puzzle was
given as a college entrance exam , but that 6th graders
could also assemble the puzzle, sometimes in a matter of minutes. At a given signa I they were to Id to proceed. One person managed to complete it in 15 seconds,
another in about one minute. Only a few members
of the group could not assemble the puzzle. Comments
by the group leader "(five people are finished, ten
people are now completed ... etc)." were continually
interjected. Frustrations and inadequacies built in
those still working. After the "game" was completed
the feelings of the participants during the time were
discussed, both from the perspective of the persons
who readily completed the puzzle and from those
who didn't ever finish. Some comments were, "I
decided it wasn 't important anyway ... I wanted to
help the others ... I felt stupid ... I didn't think I
had all the parts of the puzzle." Thus sensitivities
were explored and then related to the classroom, the
library and to every day interaction. Think about it.
Other activities, concepts, and specifics will be
explored inthe next issues of Overtones. If there is
a special question concerning the Institute you would
like to have discussed or answered, don't hesitate to
write to the editor of this paper.
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A COMMENT - GENEVE SELSOR, ELSI
PARTICIPANT
For sometime it seemed that "Empathetic Library
Service" would remain locked in words which had a
familiar, if not a noticeably trite ring. The process of
telling the group working under the HEW II B grant
just what to expect and discover came in fragments
because of the varied talents and interests of both
leaders and listeners.
The definition of community came in marvelously
simple and usable terms when Larry Allen spoke
during Dr. Manley's multi-media presentation of "A
community is ... " Dr. Allen pointed out that a community shares common characteristics and interests
and that community activity is marked by a feeling
·
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The participants discovered then that new ideas,
new concepts are modifications, recombinations, or
synthesis of previously available images and thoughts.
They cannot be called forth on demand. They emerge
as a resu It of empathetic and purposive shari ng.
The explanation of what was expected of each
participant as he attempted to discover the real or
imaginary needs of his specific community came
from Dr. Gary. Hoeltke. This was the session which
clarified the direction the workshop would take.
Dr. Hoeltke defined assessment of needs as a process,
as in-put where the needs of the community are
defined theoretically and operationally. What the
community needs is not necessari Iy the same as what
the community wants. Ideally, the needs assessment
of a community incorporates self needs as well as
community needs. On these two areas, the program
for the community is developed and implemented.
The problem of implementation was explained simply
as how to put wheels under the vehicle which will
carry out the agreed upon community needs.
I left the first session of this workshop wondering
just how I would find the load that was best for me

and the community I serve. It seems to me that the
performance of useful functions must be within the
capacity of the individual working at those tasks,
because that is the source of real on-the-job happiness.
What if the "Capacity of the individual is not equal to
the job assessment? What if the program is based on
short range decisions which do not really include a
practical examination of future needs in relation to
future environments? Like the heroine of the daily
soap opera, I will tune into Session II where my
concerns will be either compounded or confirmed.

ATTENTION: IMPORTANT PUBLICATION IN
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The Nebraska Library Telecommunications
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Take time to read it. It will be worth it. If you do
not receive a copy and would like to have one, write:
Ellen Snow
Nebraska Library Commission,
1420 P Street
Lincoln, N E 68508
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RESULTS

A cornerstone of President Nixon's New Federalism, general revenue sharing is returning decision
making power and authority to states and local
governments as more than $6 billion are distributed
each year to be spent as state and local priorities
demand.
State governments are permitted to spend their
general revenue sharing funds in any area of activity
in which they may spend the states' own funds. Local
governments may use shared revenues to pay operating
and maintenance costs in one or more of the following
"priority expenditure categories":
a. public safety
b. environmental protection
c. public transportation
d. health
e. recreation
f. libraries
g. social services for the poor and aged
h. financial administration
Several communities in Nebraska applied for and
received revenue shari ng man ies. As of th is date, the
following communities have notified us of their successes. If you received funds and are not included,
please write to the editor of this paper.
Your library request may fall into more than one
of the "priority expenditure categories" and help to
substantiate your funding request.
REVENUE SHARING RESULTS
CENTRAL NETWORK
Auld Public Library, Red Cloud, Nebraska received
$3,000.
Cozad Public Library, received $3,000 for the development of services to the elderly and handicapped.
Holdrege Public Library System, received $8,000 for
the first year allocation - to be used for"purchasing
materials to increase basic children's materials and
to increase collection of large print books.
Jensen Memorial Library, Minden, received $11,000

to be used for extensive floor repair, plumbing
improvements and carpeting.
North Platte Public Library, received $19,000 to be
used for the continuation of Blind and Handicapped
services and increased budget for books and materials for children's and adult services department.
METROPOLITAN NETWORK
Bellevue Public Library, received $52,000 for construction and purchase of site.
La Vista, received $21,000, allocated for new library
building.
Omaha Public Library, $68,000 allocated for the
schematic design phase of planning the proposed new
main library building and $1 million allocated for
the purchase of a site.
Ralston Public Library, received $10,000 to be used
for adding needed work space onto the existing
library stru ctu reo
NORTHERN NETWORK
Columbus, received $10,000 to develop a library
building program (for architects preliminary drawing and cost estimate for new building).
Emerson Public Library, received $400.
Leigh Public Library, received for library expenditures
$2,609.00.
Axtell Public Library, received $775 - installed
carpeting in library. Board also received additional
funds that are in library account.
Tilden Public Library, received $1,000 for development
of library services to aging population, handicapped,
visually impaired and related services.

PANHANDLE NETWORK
Chadron Public Library, received $500 for purchase
of Adult and Children's books.
SOUTHEASTERN NETWORK,
Auburn, received $2,500 to be used for building
improvements.
Seward Public Library, received $5,221.63 to be used
for capital improvements and to complete a remodel i ng project.
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Nebraska Communities. They are Grand Island, Lexington, North Platte, Ralston and Seward.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December 7, Friday
Coordinators, Consultants, Community
I nformation Specialists Meeting
1420 P Street 9:30 a.m.
December 8, Saturday
State Advisory Council Meeting
10:00 a.m., 1420 P Street
Library Commission Meeting 3:00 p.m.
January 14 - 18, 1974
ELSI
Columbus, Holiday Inn,
Columbus, Nebraska

A SALUTE TO ALL-NEBRASKA COMMUNITIES
- ALL-NEBRASKA LIBRARIES

The Department of Economic Development recently announced the communities designated as AII -

The All-Nebraska Program is designed to help
communities improve themselves in many important
areas of need. Airport improvement, community
health services, planning, education, fire protection,
parks and recreation and libraries are only some of
the categories that are considered in the evaluation.
The criteria for the All-Nebraska program is established by the various agencies in state government.
The determination as to whether communities meet
the established criteria and final selection is made by a
committee (TEAM) composed of representatives
from these state agencies.
Mr. Rod Wagner, a Library Commission staff memer anBmB ml::ier ofLheinter-ageflcy "TE~ted
that the "Library is an important and integral component of the entire community ... the towns that
were selected for the All-Nebraska award have vital,
progressive libraries ... an asset to the total commun ity." Congratu lations!
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HIGHLIGHTS

One of the most interesting and informative segments for many people at the 3% day Empathetic
Library Service Institute involved the library and
the senior citizen. On Thursday morning, senior
residents of the Norfolk community were invited to
have breakfast with the ELSI participants. The participants were to visit with them, find their "hot
buttons" and talk about the library, their perceptions
of the library and possibly their individual suggestions
for programs and services.
Without exception, each table of participants and
guests had marvelous discussions, not always centering on the library, nonetheless, productive, entertaining and delightful. Many participants remarked that
this was indeed one of the most enjoyable activities.
After the breakfast, a spokesperson from each
group shared a listing of responses illicited from the
guests at the their table. The responses were recorded
on a blackboard to be used for further reference. The
following summarization lists some of the responses
the guests shared with us.
Reaction to Present Library Use

They feel welcome at the library;
Enjoy meeting others and enjoy the good services
that are extended by the Norfolk Public Library;
Enjoy variety of subject materials to choose from,
in particular newspapers, films, talking books,
large print books;
Enjoy the book reviews at the Sr. Citizens' Center,
and the reading room at the center.
Suggested New Ideas

Films of foreign countries, more travel slides;
More frequent book revi ews ;
I nvolvement in relation to Youth - preschool;
Ora I History projects;
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Commun ity Resource fi Ie.
Transportation to the library;
Personal invitation from users to potential users;
Mail-out book service;
Library flyer/newsletter to post on bulletin board;
Listing of books recommended by community residents;
More publicity of services available;
Checking out of paintings.
THE EMPATHETIC LIBRARY SERVICE
INSTITUTE - SESSION I:
A Personal Evaluation by Charles E. Current,
Associate Librarian Wayne State College,
Wayne, Nebraska

Looking back upon Session I of the Empathetic
Library Service Institute, I have mixed emotions. I
feel it was one of the most useful institutes I have
attended but in some ways it fell short of its intended
goals.
It was a time for me to share beliefs and ideas with
my colleagues and to meet for the first time others
in the field. It gave me the opportunity to listen and
to visit with authorities in the area of human resources.
And certainly, it provided an opportunity to reevaluate my goals in librarianship as they relate to
empathetic library service.
The most productive sessions were those spent in
small group discussion, in particular, the group
breakfast with senior citizens of the Norfolk community. I might add that the non-scheduled "social"
hours in the evening were beneficial as they afforded
an opportunity to truly get to know other participants
better than I ever cou Id in a structured situation.
Small group sessions are advantageous as individuals
are more prone to give their views than in a large
group, which is usually more formal. I even felt
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there was some honest dialog instead of the usual comments one so often hears (ro le playing, I believe it
is referred to) .
However, Session I did not completely fulfill the
goals as on occasion participants seemed confused as
to what was expected of them. This could have been
avoided by more clearly outlining the intended objectives. The staff kept too much to themselves when
they could have been visiting with participants
informally in small groups or on an individual basis.
There were some exceptions of course. Some of the
forma I sessions were too long and the speakers had
a difficult time holding the interest of some of the
participants. More active involvement was needed.

walls of the Penitentiary Unit every week. Each
man may borrow three books at a time, with no
specific date due. Book returns are located in the
various living areas and paperbacks are rotated once
a month to the Reception and Diagnostic Center,
Hospital and Adjustment Center. Eldon Parker, the
librarian on the van, remarked that westerns and
mysteries are most popular with novels, science fiction, sociology, psychology and poetry also being
of interest.

Personally, I am looking forward to future sessions.
No institute can be free of all difficulties and the
ones that do arise are usually worked out by a com petent staff. There is no doubt that the Empathetic
Eldon Parker, librarian
Library Servi ce I nstitute has a very competent staff
on the new penal
who will lead us toward our goal of providing the
complex library van.
best possible service for actual and potential library
patrons.
--------~~~--~~--~--~-------------Because this is a new project, the schedule of the
mobile
unit and the number of books allowed each
PENAL COMPLEX PAPERBACKS
man are subject to change as need and circumstances
arise.
Recently, the Nebraska penal and Correctional
Complex purchased a 28 - foot Travail van with Law
Enforcement Assistance Administration grant funds
through the Crime Commission. Steel shelves were
instal led in th is mobi le unit and it now ho lds approximately 5,000 to 8,000 paperbacks in a wide variety
of subject areas.
A large proportion of these paperbacks were
provided by the Nebraska Library Commission
through Library Services and Construction Act funds,
either directly for the Penitentiary Unit or for the
Reformatory Unit. All of their paperbacks are now
located on the van. Many other paperbacks have been
gifts from individuals inside and outside of the Penal
Complex .
At the end of the semester, a student volunteer
group from UN-L will be collecting paperbacks from
the campus to be taken to the Complex.
The mobile unit travels to the Medium-Security
Unit (Reformatory), Trusty Dorm, and inside the

Barbara Johnson, Institutional Consultant
Nebraska Library Commission
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NEW NORTHERN NETWORK COORDINATOR

THE NATIONS LIBRARY POLICY

January will bring a new
year and a new coord inator. Mr. Steve Ooton, a
Lincoln native, will join
the Library Commission
staff as the Northern Network coordinator, replacing Jerry Kaup who
resigned to become director
of the Holdrege Public
Library last June. Steve and his wife will be moving
to the Network area sometime in February.

A recent conference was held in Juneau, Alaska,
that involved librarians and library representatives
from the Western states. Participating states were
Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas,
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota
South Dakota, Utah and Washington. Additional
representatives from specific libraries and committees also attended the meeting.

A graduate of the University of NebraskaLincoln and Kan sas State Teacher's College,
his undergraduate major was history. During his
undergraduate studies he worked part-time for
the Lincoln City Libraries at the South Branch
and Gere libraries. Upon graduation he was employed on a full-time basis. He then decided to attend
Library School, and has most recently worked at
the University of Nebraska Love Library.
ADDITION TO REVENUE SHARING SUCCESSES
Alliance Public Library, Alliance Nebraska
$14,000 budgeted from Revenue Sharing
INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM WORKSHOP

On Friday, November 30, approximately thirtyfive library trustees, public librarians and media
specialists from the South Central Library Region
attended a workshop on Selection Policies, I ntellectual Freedom and Selection Aids.
Library Director, Jerry Kaup gave a presentation
on determining library needs, criteria to consider
when formulating library objectives and selection
policies and selection aids to consider when determining which items to buy.
Morel Fry, Mari Sandoz Library Network Coordinator, gave a presentation on Intellectual Freedom
emphasizing the Nebraska Library Association's
statement on Intellectual Freedom and the impact
on libraries of the recent Supreme Court decision.

The purpose of the conference was to draft a
statement that recommends library direction and
policy that will eventually be used in drafting
new federal legislation for libraries. The conference
participants addressed themselves to outlining Federal, State and Local responsibilities for library services of all types. I n general, the participants
recommended:
State and Local governments should provide
financial support for the basic needs of libraries
within their own state.
The Federal government whould address itself
to meeting the problems that no single state can
adequately address alone; coordination of resources
and provision of specialized services that can most
economically be provided on a national level.
The conferees recommended that the functions
of the Bureau of Libraries and Learning Resources
be removed from the U.S. Office of Education and
that the federal funds be administered at the fedBral
level by an entity whose sole concern is the development of library and information services. All but one
state wanted to be free of federally funded programs
- they want support at the State level. The importance of State support is recognized and State Librarians were encouraged to alert their Governors to the
funding situations and urge support and involvement
at both the State and Federa I level.
All conference participants intend to seek the
opinions of individuals in their own states.
Therefore, all interested individuals are urged to
share their ideas concerning these positions with
Jane Geske, Director, Nebraska Library Commission and/or John Schere, Western States Conference representative from Nebraska.
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PERSPECTIVE/JOSEPH JULIAN

A:

One of the afternoon sessions at the ELSI meeting
in Norfolk was entitled, "Our Cultural Environment ."
A somewhat descriptive, bland term that dealt with
sensitive subjects - agism, youth ism, racism, sexism.
Dr. Joseph Julian, UN-L Sociology professor, tackled
these subjects with apparent concern and ease. Some
very poignant questions were posed to librarians:
their basic responsibilities to society and individuals,
their role in information dissemination .

Q:
A:

Librarians at the conference were given the charge,
"get off your apathy." By not doing anything about
"institutionalized racism" librarians are contributing .
Questions were raised at the afternoon meeting
and in a later interview Dr. Julian was asked about
some of his premises.
Q:
A:

Q:

I was raising the question "what is the librarian's responsibility?" The implication is that
libraries contain materials that portray the poor,
old, etc., in negative ways. Can librarians assume
any responsibility? I think librarians should
keep up with what's happening and the different
points of view so they know what they have.
You have good stuff or lousy stuff; and are you
aware of what you have? Probably a lot aren't.
What did you think of the meeting?
I found the group responsive, supportive and
interested. On the negative side the people may
go away and nothing will happen. A lot of people
were saying, ''We shouldn't be sexist, we
shouldn't be apathetic," but they may be
doing the same thing. The meeting was
worthless if it didn't do anything . .. I guess if
it made some people aware it was worthwhile.

What is a librarian, how do you envision a
NWC LIBRARIAN NAMED PRESIDENT
librarian?
A library person is a resource person, a-ge lT-= ----Mrs. Kathlyn Lundgren, Nebraska Western College
eralist, a critical, vital person, not necessarily
audio-visual librarian, was installed as president of
knowing content, but where to find things. They
the Mountain Plains Library Association at the annual
are keepers of information, but they can be much
convention held recently in Wyoming.
more than that. A library can be an interesting,
She is a member of Beta Phi Mu, and is listed in
exciting, place or a complicated hassle.
Who's Who in Library Service, Biographical Dictionary
You implied at the Norfolk meeting that libraries
of Librarians in the U. S. and Canada, Who's Who in
contain a lot of materials that contribute to
American Women and past president of the Nebraska
racism, sexism, agism, etc. Did you imply that
Library Association .
librarians should remove those materials?
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A BRIEF PREVIEW OF SESSION II
This will be the last issue of overtones before Session II of the Empathetic Library Service I nstitute. In
light of this fact, here are two reminders:
1. REMEMBER YOUR NOTEBOOK
2. REMEMBER YOUR NAME TAG
Session II will be held at the Holiday Inn of Columbus (at the intersection of highways 81 and 30) January 14-18,1974. On Monday evening there will be
a dinner for the participants at 7:00 with a speaker
at 8:00 .p.m.
Tuesday morning will feature a video tape playback
of Session I and a "Focus on Staff" presented ·by Galen Dodge. The "core groups" (groups that were formed on the last day of Session I) wi II meet with their
facilitators (Galen Dodge, Herm Glaess, Elmer Miller,
and Robert Starck, respectively) on Tuesday afternoon.
The evening will feature Carl Winters' address entitled,
"Libraries are People."
"Poorism" will be explored by Stuart Hall on Wednesday morning when all aspects of being poor and
its relation (or non-relation) to libraries will be discussed. Interesting. Gary Hoeltke and others will meet
with the core groups in the afternoon to share experiences and interests. Wednesday evening is free.
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WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT FROM THE
INSTITUTE?
The purpose of the institute is to strengthen
your skills:

1. in identifying individual human needs.
2. in planning programs to meet the needs of
individuals and groups.

3. in successfully carrying out and evaluating
the programs you develop.
4. in providing leadership and in the organization
of effective programs.

UNDERSTANDING
Session I provided an opportunity for the participants and staff to heighten their awareness in a variety of different areas. One presentation, by Dr. Richard Blake, UN-O Counseling and Guidance Department, involved a simulation of visual and hearing problems that are common in older persons.

The visual simulation involved slides while the hearing loss simulation featured a tape. The first slides
Herm Glaess will discuss "Effective Listening" on
shown were situations or objects as they appear with
Thursday morning followed by Pete Peterson, Marcie
normal vision. Then slides depicting various conditions
Crawford and Victor Resendes tackling the subject of
(cataracts, dimming vision, uncorrectable near and farethnic groups. Noon will bring a group luncheon and
sightedness) were shown. The differences were clearly
the partie:ipants will be charged with "Action Planning" defined and apparent: for example, a cash register in
in the p.m.
a grocery store was shown as it would appear to a person with norma I vision. Then the same register was
The core groups will meet one final time on Friday
shown as it would appear to someone with cataracts
morning and the closing meeting will involve Galen
(an intense glare); then as to someone with dimming
Dodge and John Schere talking with the group about
vision or other vision problems.
Session III.
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The implications are many. The exercise was instructiona and informative.

communities could do with library services for
the aging.

The hearing simulation was conducted in much the
same manner. First, a taped passage was played which
sounded as it would to someone with normal hearing.
Then various degrees of hearing problems were simulated on tape. The audience demonstrated what can
occur when people can't hear. Minds wandered, inattention became evident.

I am looking forward to the meeting in January
when we can zero in on some of our individual community projects. For some individuals that may be
working toward an ultimate goal of togetherness of
services of city and school centers and exploring the
right way to communicate for positive results.

Both of these exercises or simulations are directly
related to the library and many other situations. Think
of the problems that can occur if someone cannot
clearly see an unfamiliar area, let alone hear any helpful remarks. Confusion, disorientation and frustration
would be the rule rather than the exception.

ELSI PARTICIPANTS COLUMN

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
JANUARY 14-18, 1974
ELSI SESSION II
HOLIDAY INN OF COLUMBUS
JANUARY 20-26, 1974
ALA MIDWINTER MEETING
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
JANUARY 29, 1974, TUESDAY
LIBRARY SERVICES FOR THE INSTITUTIONALIZED WORKSHOP
SCOTTSBLUFF PUBLIC LIBRARY
FEBRUARY 16, 1974
IAT EWIDEAILVJSOBY-CO.UNCl.L-M EEl" =-==
lNG, 1420 "P" STREET, LINCOLN, NEBR.

Comments I've heard from other participants concerning the first session of the Empathetic Library
Bervic I nstittlte-tiave-been -varied, t:rt-e\1erY'onedl--~
have talked with has commented on the difficulty of
relating to non-participants the personal reactions
VALENTINE PUBLIC LIBRARIAN
and insights experienced. I share this difficulty as I
Charlotte Ladd recently reported that Valentine
try to express my reflections for overtones.
Public Library has received $1,000 in revenue sharPerhaps it is best to just state that I found the sesing money. They are planning to purchase large
sion to be mentally and emotionally stimulating and,
print books with the funds.
fortunately, these stimulations continue and help to
affect and change my attitudes, plans and inter-personal relationships.
OVERTONES FROM THE UNDERGROUND

Shirley Flack, Scottsbluff Public Library
A VIEWPOINT by John R. Garrison, Media Specialist, Lincoln Southeast High School
The focal point of the four day institute was getting to know yourself. The end result of knowing
yourself is you then become equipped to understand and know others.
I found the four day institute frustrating, due to
the fact that so many problems surfaced which appear to have no immediate answer. The breakfast
wi,th the guests from Norfolk (senior citizens) was
enjoyable. This was an eye-opener to what other
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STATE AGENCY HEADS MEET IN WASHINGTON

On November 28th and 29th, 1973, the heads
of State Library Agencies met in Washington to
discuss long range planning for Federal legislation,
and to attend Congressional hearings regarding the
proposed 1976 White House Conference of Libraries and Information Sciences introduced by Rep.
John Brademas, Indiana.
On Thursday, November 29, Dr. John C. Pittenger, Secretary of Education, Pennsylvania; Dr .
Frederick Burkhardt, Chairman, National Commission on Libraries and Information Sciences (NCLlS);
John B. Harlan, President, American Library Society; Jean E. Lowrie, President, American Library
Association; Hon. L. Quincy Mumford, Librarian
of Congress; Dr. James B. Rhoads, U.S. Archivist;
Roger Stevens, Chairman, National Book Committee; and Dr. Townsent Hoopes, President, Association of American Publishers testified before the
House Committee on Education and Labor, Select
Subcommittee ontdtlcation in favor of the White
House Conference. The hearings were called to
authorize and request the President to call a
White House Conference on Libraries and I nformation Sciences in 1976.
The group who met in Washington decided their
organization will be known as Chief Officers of
State Library Agencies (COS LA) with the purpose
of "providing a continuing mechanism for dealing
with the problems faced by the heads of those
state agencies which are responsible for a statewide library development." They also confirmed
that they will meet quarterly, two meetings in
conjunction with ALA and one each in the Spring
and Fall.
Mrs. Jane Geske, N LC director, visited the Congressional delegation from Nebraska and discussed
the need for continued Federal funding in some
form, (especially significant because the funding
period is on Iy authorized unti I June, 1976), the
current status of LSCA, and other matters relevant
to library service problems and progress.
Nationa( Committee on Libraries and Information Sciences (NCLlS) representatives met with the

Jane Geske, Nebraska Library Commission
director, meeting with Charles Thone, Nebraska's
First District Representative.

Chief Officers to discuss the Commission's proposal,
"A New National Program of Library and I nformation Service". Their proposal focuses on the development and interconnection of U.S. library and
information resources, on the role of national resource collections and services and on the implications of developing technology and administrative
structures. The program requires recognition that
the library and information needs of the country
are of more than local concern, and that the Federal Government, in cooperation with local and
state agencies, must support certain parts of the program. The Federal Government would assume responsibility for interstate components and for matching incentive funding to the states to help them
create the intrastate components.
There was apparent concern by the members of
COSLA that the National Commission may have
too narrow a base, implying that the grass roots
level of library service will not be given proper recognition. Provisions must be made for those communities that cannot sufficiently support local funding
requirements. There was also a feeling that it has
to be more than "computers talking to computers".
HOW TO PUT THE HOMEBOUND SERVICE
ON WHEELS

If you're trying to run a homebound service and
transportation is a roadblock, take a hint from the
Toledo-Lucas County Public Library. They're arranging to get, just as schools do for driver ed.
courses, a loan auto from the local car agency. The
library pays for insurance as well as gas and oil.
(from "Hotline")
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OTHER RESOURCES ON AGING
Depending on how we look at it, aging is a problem or a new era of possibility. Your library may
be the only resource center in the community where
materials on Aging are available for all citizens. The
following resources look at problems as something
to be resolved and may be just the item that you
wi II want to include in your library. Many of the
brochures are free, either from the issuing agency
or on loan from the Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse. (NPC) on regular interlibrary loan procedures. Please note availability in each annotation.
ADMINISTRATION ON AGING--The one best
place for information on aging in our society. For
a complete list (while supply lasts) of publications,
write: Publications, AoA, U.S. Department of
Health, Education and Welfare, Administration on
Aging, Washington, D.C. 20201. Also available
fromNPC :HE 17.311: P-96/973.
NATIONAL COUNCI LON AGING--Write for in-formation on th-ellm~rvfces which IncDdesu
scription to the NCOA JOURNAL, the PUBLIC
POLICY BULLETIN, and CURRENT LITERATURE ON AGING, National Council on Aging, 315
Park Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10010.
AG I NG--Monthly newsletter of the AoA that offers
federal, state and local community information and
ideas for lay and professional individuals and organizations. An excellent resource for possibilities and

alternatives. Subscription: $2 per year from Supt.
of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office,
Washington, D.C. 20402. This is also available from
the Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse :HE 1.210:
AoA CATALOG OF FILMS ON AGING--Indexed,
1973, 60c postpaid from Supt. of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402. Also available from NPC: HE
17.302: F48.
NUTRITION AND AGING--A selected annotated
bibliography for sale by the Supt. of Documents,
U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C.
20402, 75c postpaid. Also available from NPC: HE
17.311: N95/964-72.
INFORMATION AND REFERRAL SERVICESREACHING OUT--Available on loan from NPC
DHEW pub. AoA, by Cushing and Long. HE 17.
308/2 : R22
TRANSPORTATION AND AGING--Selected issues. For sale by the Supt. of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402
-$1 ":" /5. AvaiFcf51e from NPC: fie 1T3OT.'i61L
These are only some of the resources that are
available for your use. For a more complete listing and ordering specifications, check the MONTHL Y CATALOG and/or the SELECTED GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS brochure. A special
thanks to Jack Middendorf and Mass Med ia Newsletter for providing some of the information and
impetus for this article.
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CLOSE-UP: GALEN DODGE/ ELSI STAFF
MEMBER

We have asked some of the participants to share
their feelings and impressions of the first session of
the Empathetic Library Service I nstitute in recent
issues of Overtones. Galen Dodge, a member of the
instructional staff of ELSI, was asked to reveal a
few of his perceptions about the participants, the
activities and Session I, in general.
0:

Could you relate some of your general impressions of the participants?

A:

The participants as a group brought with them
a wealth of understanding and experience in
dealing with people. Each of us has empathy
to a lesser or greater extent. I speak of empathy
as meaning the highest level of understanding
in a human relationship, a by-product of knowing individuals extremely well. During the first
session, in addition to being exposed to
resource people who brought with them a
special "bag of tools" or expertise in various
areas, the participants became acquainted with
themselves and others. As you become more
aware your degree of empathy increases; the
more we can become aware the more we can
understand. My impression is that we are
sharpening, expanding our awareness and
understanding of the special needs of individuals.

0:

You teach college students in addition to working with continuing education adult institutes.
Do you find one group easier or more enjoyable to work with?

A:

I enjoy working with people so I enjoy both
groups, but I appreciate the candidness and
openness of people with more experiences.
They have a higher state of readiness so things
are more relevant and because they have more
to share, they learn from each other.
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0:

Did you personally have any frustrations about
the Institute or did you observe any?

A:

We saw some of the participants becoming
frustrated but felt this was a healthy sign . ..
people were just not passive, complacent,
apathetic. If they would have been, it would
have been disappointing to us. We saw people
being concerned, saying, "When do we stop
talking and start doing something?" and asking,
"How do we relate this information to ourselves and our community?" The participants
are "doers" and they didn't want a secondary
or passive role in this institute. In the first
session, the staff provided the majority of the
input-stimulus. The participants were telling
us they would like to see the roles reversed
and be responsible for the input. In effect,
they were beginning to take ownership and this
is fine because in the final analysis the institute
is theirs. They were bombarded with external
stimuli and then started to internalize the information. It became meaningful to them and
unless that happens, unless you can internalize
-little change will occur. People began to
identify with each other and began to share
resources and that's encouraging.

MRS. MAURICE HEVELONE APPOINTED TO
ALA COMMITTEE

Mrs. Maurice Hevelone, Chairperson of the
Beatrice Public Library Board, has been asked by
Daniel W. Casey, President of the American Librarian
Trustee Association, to serve as a member of the
Committee on Liason with Associations of State and
Municipal Officials.
During the time of her service as a library board
member, Mrs. Hevelone has been an active trustee
in the Nebraska Library Association, as well as in
the Beatrice Public Library. Congratulations!
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LABOR-HEW BILL SIGNED
IMPOUNDED FUNDS RELEASED

President Nixon, December 19 signed into law
H R 8877 (PL 93-192), appropriating
$32',926,796,000 for fisca I 1974 for the Departments
of Labor and Health, Education and Welfare and
related agencies, thus ending a year and a half of
funding those agencies under continuing
appropriations resolutions . .
The White House also announced December 19,
1973, that it would release approximately $1.5
billion in impounded fiscal 1973 funds for health
and education progra~s. For public libraries and
schools, this will mean $62 million of federal aid
funds released, and $225 million for aid to disadvantaged children under the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act . (ESEA).

released will now allow Statewide and Network
Projects to be funded as well as other priorities in
the State plan, People Serving People.
The remainder of our 1973/74 funds which will
be made available next week, will add the ·following
for programs in this fiscal year:
Title I, Services

$442,176 (which includes the $217,589 authorized
tor the previous year)
Title II, Construction

Nothing (program dropped)
Title III, Interlibrary Cooperation

$43,413
Total

$485,589

On January 2nd, 1974, the Nebraska Library
These funds are being expended according to the
Commission was notified by our Regiona I Program
Program filed June 29,1973.
Officer in Kansas City as-to· the-amounts-Nebr-8sk·;:J.--,...--would recieve under the President's release of
The State Advisory Council wi II be reviewing
1972/73 impounded Library Services and Construcproposals and reviewing projects with Network
tion Act funds.
Councils in the near future. Increased state funding
is sought again this year to permit all future federal
funding for target areas in the Networks.
Title I, Services $232,320
--~

(in addition to the $339,904 expended)
Funds will be used for projects revised or cancelled when funds were withheld.
Title II, Construction $169,957

Funds will be used for Construction project
priorities as Ii"sted on file and in the plan, People
Serving People.
Title III, Interlibrary Cooperation $34,331

(In addition to the $44,390 expended)
Funds will be used for priorities, in the plan, to
expand use of TWX services.
The 1972/73 funds which had been released on
schedule were expended according to the Program
submitted to the Regional Program Officer on
June 7, 1972, with the approva I of the State
Advisory Council on Libraries. The funds just
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NEW BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
LOIS W. COLLINGS
DIRECTOR OF THE NEBRASKA WESLEYAN
LIBRARY
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF CHILDREN'S
LITERATURE

The current crop of books for children and young
adults reflects the social concerns and the changes in
the customs and habits in the U. S. today. I n fact,
if one discounts the enormous number of new,
beautifully illustrated (and correspondingly more
expensive) editions of folk tales and pseudo-fairy
tales, one may observe that the majority of young
people's books being published today seem to be
designed to orient youth toward the prob lems of
society. These books are not of the didactic school
of Maria Edgeworth and other nineteenth century
writers, but they are not necessarily written solely
for enjoyment and recreation.
The books I have chosen to review, or to put it
more accurately-to annotate, are all on the subject
of women-their place in society, their accomplishments and the treatment they receive. Probably none
of them wou Id have been considered suitable for
young people twenty or even ten years ago, nor
are they literary gems of enduring value. In fact, it
is doubtful that any of them will win any awards.
But, they are interesting and thought-provoking.
Fanny Kemble's America, by John Anthony Scott,
(T. Y. Crowell, 1973, $4.50, Ages 8-10) is a brief
biography of the 19th century English actress Fanny
Kemble. Her stage triumphs, her disastrous marriage
to Pierce Butler, a Georgian planter and slave-owner,
and her anti-slavery work and writing are described.
But, the heart of the book centers around her
rebellion against her husband's complete domination
in their marriage, and the degradation and humiliation she suffered when they were finally divorced.
One of the Crowell "Women of America" series.
Women in Prison, by Edna Walker Chandler.
(Bobbs-Merrill, 1973, $5.95) It was a little startling
to find the author of Cowboy Sam and other easyto-reads writing this highly readable account of
female prison inmates. This book, written for junior

high and up, is one of the few books on the subject.
Mrs. Chandler's interest in women in prison,came
about through presenting programs at the California
Institution for Women and subsequently serving as
volunteer teacher at the prison. The book IS very
informative, and should, as one of my students said,
"Make you want to stay out of jail!" For the average
teen-aged girl whose only brush with the law may
be a speeding ticket, this book is a real learning
experience.
The Woman Thing, by Mary McHugh (Praeger,
1973, $5.95). This book for junior and senior high
school students is a thorough discussion of the
Women's Liberation movement. The author includes
questionnaires and dialogs which were carried on by
high school students on various aspects of the subject. The book is illustrated by photographs of high
school students who were interviewed and whose
conversations appear in the book.
Gertrude Stein Is Gertrude Stein Is Gertrude
Stein, by W. G. Rogers. (T. Y. Crowell, 1973, $4.50)
Of the several biographies of Gertrude Stein written
for young people this year, this is the only one
written by an author who knew her. W. G. Rogers
was a close friend, and this both adds to the book
and detracts, because the author's reminiscences
give vitality to the story, but interrupt the narrative
flow. Gertrude Stein's life and work is difficult
for children to comprehend; however, the author has
done a good job in describing her literary achievements and his account of her association with Picasso
and Matisse is well done. On the whole it is an
intriguing picture of a highly controversial women,
whose contribution to American literature is unique.
Growing Up in a Hurry, by Winifred Madison.
(Little, Brown, 1973, $3.75). This novel which
encompasses an ugly duckling daughter in a fami Iy
with a social-climbing mother, two beautiful, talented sisters, and plenty of money, a clandestine interracial romance resulting in pregnancy, and an abortion, is a far cry from innocuous teen-aged romances
popular a few years ago. The story is plausible, interesting and fast-moving. Some persons may object to
the details about abortion. It does, however, present
an all-too-true picture of a teen-aged girl in today's
society.
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ADVICE AND CONSENT

1)

On December 8, 1973, the Nebraska State Advisory Council on Libraries met at the Nebraska
Library Commission headquarters in Lincoln.

2)

The purpose of this meeting was to review the
state plan, People Serving People (with respect to
the six major target areas), to assess progress made
in stated interim goals, and to determine funding
required to achieve the five-year goals.
Six sub-committees (Residential Service Individuals, Talking Book/Large Print Oriented Individuals,
Subcultural Groups, K-12 Students, Non-Students,
and Adults) were formed corresponding with the
major target areas. The sub-committees met and discussed the impact statements prepared by the Nebraska Library Commission Liason members; the roles
for State, Regional and Local levels, areas of agreement, areas of possible change, and areas where
more materials are needed. The sub-committee
meetings resulted in recommendatioAs tha-t-were
then read to the Advisory Council, collectively.
Clara Rottman, Director of Media Services for
the Lincoln Public School System and Chairperson
of the State Advisory Committee commented that
the Advisory Council and the Media Services Program
are really striving for the same goals :

to place the learner (any person, no matter
what age or location) in communication with
other people, places, cultures and times and
to provide resources which CGmmunicate
information, ideas and feelings and which
recognize no limits to learning.

The vehicle for reaching these goals, according to
Ms. Rottman is a TEAM approach, people serving
as a connecting link between the tools and how the
individual learns. All the resources available within
the home, school, community and world must be
used to enhance the learner's control of information
and skills. The Statewide Advisory Council on
Libraries is striving for one common goal-total
library service for every Nebraskan .
The Council wi II meet again February 16th at
the Commission . Emphasis will be on profiles of
of networks and on progress of services in each.

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK
The National BookCommittee has a-nnounceo
that this year's National Library Week will be April
21 - 27, with the themes "Grow with Books" and
"Get It All Together . .. at Your Library." Promotional materials are available and order forms may
be obtained by writing the National Book Committee, 1564 Broadway, New York, N. Y . 10036.
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GRAPEVINE

One vital message that has been vigorously
sounded is that many projects have been stimulated
either directly or indirectly as a result of Sessions I
and II of the Empathetic Library Service Institute.
Another message, equally as important is that many
individuals are interested in knowing what the
projects are, who or what they involve and where
they are happening. It is planned that the next
issues of Overtones wi II discuss the projects and
give people addresses and other information that
may be of interest.
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field trips, etc. that may be of interest to individuals
and groups in Wayne. Wayne public librarian, Harriet
Kerl, a Wayne newspaper man, and the Chamber of
Commerce manager are also vital in this new effort.
At the present time, data collection is of primary
concern. The file will essentially be a "people" file,
containing names of speakers, businesses that can
give tours, people that are proficient in various
hobbies and other items only limited by imagination.
For additional details contact: Charles Current,
Wayne State College, Wayne, Nebraska .

PROJECT "BRIDGE"
(By Reading "I" Develop Great Expectations)

This project takes t he form of a newsletter that
will be circulated to institutions and interested
people within Nebraska. Developed by Barb Johnson,
NLC Institutional Library Consultant, its purpose
is to present ideas, concepts and information of
interest to institutional librarians. I n other words,
"ways to use libraries in institutions so that they
can be part of the thereputic and rehabilitative
team." The first issue wi II include a questionnaire
that librarians wi II be encouraged to complete, with
the hope of sharing ideas about what they would like
to see in the publication . For further information or
comment, contact : Barbara Johnson, 1420 P Street,
Lincoln.
PROJECT "AIM"

Chuck Current, Wayne State College librarian
and ELSI participant, has launched this project in
the Wayne community . I ntended to be a Community
Resource File, it will eventually contain all types of
valuable information ranging from speakers, tours,

Session II "core groups" meeting in the courtyard
of the Holiday Inn of Columbus.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 15, 1974
Coordinators, Community Information
Specialists & Consultants Meeting
1420 P Street, Lincoln
February 16, 1974
Statewide Advisory Council Meeting
1420 P Street, Lincoln

clearinghouse be set up to monitor the development
of open learning systems both here and abroad
and to provide information about them. Though not
a radically new concept in itself, open learning is
sure to command increasing attention in/the near
future. Its implications for libraries are numerous.
The library's potential role in this movement as one
of the oldest resourses for self-education is infinite;
tying into the new systems is an imminent challenge
and opportunity not to be lightly dismissed .
CLOSE UP / AL SI ECK

AN IDEA WHOSE TIME HAS COME

=-0---

Participants in the first National Conference on
Open Learning in Higher Education held January 1618 in Lincoln focused their attention on the proliferation of efforts to provide new educationa I opportunities to adults unserved by more traditional
iTISfitufions. anous na f lona I ana In erna 10na1
authorities on the open learning concept addressed
the gathering; the predominant message seemed to
be the need to provide a humane, effective and
relevant off-campus education for the group's growing number of people who take seriously the idea of
"life-long learning." Case study demonstrations
interspersed through the schedule provided an
opportunity to discuss the numerous variations
in delivery systems - the "how" of open learning.
Prominent among those presented was the SUN
program here in Nebraska which is slated to go into
operation in early 1975 at the latest. It, like most
of the schemes existing in this country, relies heavily
on a mixture of media ranging from printed workbooks to audio cassettes to color or black and white
video tapes. The emphasis on media and technology
provokes a cautionary note from at least one
speaker that the media must take at least second
place to the student as well as the content of the
course itself; in addition, the specific medium used
must be selected with an eye toward its most
effective use since the expense, especially in the
case of television, is a very large factor.
Conferees recommended that an international

AI Sieck, is a junior at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln, majoring in Secondary Education Math. He was also a guest at Session II of E LSI.
Currently, he is involved with the Human Resources
Research Foundation's Potentiality Development
Project and works on a one-to-one basis with high
school students. Eventually, he plans to become a
guidance counselor.
wro e nero oWing song or esslon rsang it at the Thursday noon luncheon .
I used to think people were basically bad
Then I started thinking of the friends I've had
Who lended their time, their talents to me
From their help I began to see
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All films 16mm and in color, except when black and white is indicated (b&wl.

GENERAL COLLECTION

Adventure
Americans on Everest, 50 min,
Blak e (bush pilot), 19 min.
Down to the Sea in Ships, 53 min.
Aging
The Art of Age, 27 min.
Legault's Place, 11 min. (b&w)
Mr. Story, (philosophy of aging)
TheOld Man and the Devil , 17 min.

Art
The Art of the Conservator, 57 min.
EI Greco, 28 min.
GallerY,7 min.
Joys of Kinetic Art, 22 m in.
Marc Chagall, 26 min.
Norman Geske, 29 min.
Norman Rockwell's World : An
American Dream, 25 min.
A Time to See, 27 min.

Children's Films
The Cat in the Hat, 24 min.
The Caterpillar and the Wild Animals,
7 min.
Circus Town , 48 min.
The Dead Bird , 13 min.
A G littering Song, 12 min.
A Little Girl and a Funny Wolf, 6 min.
The Little Sunshade, 17 min.
The Lorax, 24 min.
The Monkey and the Organ Grinder ,
11 min.
The Pledge of Allegiance , 6 min.
Ponies, 15 min.
Steve's Home is a Lighthouse, 19 min.
The Stolen Neck lace, 8 min.
The Violin, 20 min.
Where Should A Squirrel Live?, 11 min.
William : From Georgia to Harlem, 15 min.

Christmas
A Christmas Carol (animated) 26 min.

The Night Before Christmas : Clement
C. Moore (an imated), 26 min.
The Night the Animals Talked (an imated) ,
23 min.

Discussio n
The Doodle Film (animated), 11 min.
Freedom River (animated), 8 min.
A Place in the Sun (animated), 7 min.

Et hnic Min orities
The Eskimo: Fight for Life, 51 min.
The Hurdler (blood banksl, 16 min.
Malcolm X: Struggle for Freedom,
22 min. (b&w)
Three Stone B lades (Eskimo legend),
16 min.
The Voice of La Raza, 54 min.

History
Goodbye Billy: America Goes to War,
1917-1918,25 min. (b&w)
Meet George Washington, 53 min.
They've Killed President Lincoln, 52 min.

Nature
Death of a Legend (wolves), 50 min.
The Galapagos: Darwin's World Within
Itself, 20 min.
Geyser Valley, 9 min.
Golden Eagle: No Natural Enemy, 22 min.
The Great Sea Farm, 25 min.
Miracle of the Monarch, 30 min.
The Not-So-Solid Earth, 30 min.
Poison Plants, 11 min.
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Crafts and Hobbies
Artistry in Sugar, 15 min.
Batik , 10 min .
Bonsai: The Art of Training Dwarfed
Potted Trees, 21 min.
Cooper's Craft (Williamsburg), 39 min.
Maria of the Pueblos, 15 min.
Organic Gardening: Composting, 10 min.
Silversmith of Williamsburg, 44 min.
Stained Glass Windows , 32 m in.
The Violin Maker, 12 min . (b&w)
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ADVENTURE
This year, in addition to the annual Winterim
programs, the University of Nebraska is offering
unique Springtime opportunities for study abroad.
Credit in 14 different courses taught by the university's own professors will combine seminars, lectures,
interviews, and site visits throughout continental
Europe and the British Isles.
For the first time, eligibility for course participation (including the flight) will be open to all
interested persons, regardless of any current university "membership."
The cost of the air fare is $287 round trip from
Lincoln which includes an adm inistrative fee. The
flight is scheduled to leave on May 20 (for London)
and return on June 9, on a Boeing 707 . There is an
additional cost for each course.
Of special interest is a class entitled, Sociology
201/399 F - Social Problems/0dependent Readings
in Social Problems - $315 - $335. This course will
be taught by Professor Joseph Julian, who many
wi II remember from Session I of the Empathetic
Library Service Institute. This course will emphasize
the "understanding of and the solution to social
problems by comparing the social organizations of
Contemporary America and Modern Britain." Some
topics of study wi II be poverty and affluence, racism,

sexism and agism, drug abuse and problem drinking,
sexual deviance, youth in conflict, work problems
and family disorganization . This course will also
include one weekend trip to Amsterdam and an
optional weekend to Paris.
A few of the other courses that wi II be offered
are: The Cinema I n Europe, Early Childhood
Education, Comparative Urban Sociology, Comparative Education: Britain and Ireland, Fine Arts
Education - British and American, Spanish Language
and Culture and more. To register or to obtain
further information: contact 204 Union, UN-L
(x2486); or 250 Milo Bail Student Center, UN-O
(x383).

ANNOUNCING: D.U. SEMINAR
Denver University's Graduate School of Librarianship is going to offer a two-week seminar for "system
or network" librarians th1s-summer, June-3-+4.
John Eastlick, staff member at Denver, and
Anne Mathews will cover communication, networks,
cooperative school library programming, community
development and other relevant topics. Dormitory
space will be offered on-campus. For further
information contact John Schere, 1420 P Street,
Lincoln, (402)471 -2046.
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SESSION II/IT'S ONLY THE BEGINNING
The first evening of Session II commenced with
a buffet dinner in the courtyard of the Columbus
Holiday Inn - a welcomed chance to renew acquaintances made at Session I and to greet a few new faces.
Mr. Robert Starck was introduced as a new core group
facilitator and Mr. Steve Ooton was welcomed as a
ELSI participant.
Tuesday morning began with a recap of events
by John Schere entitled, "What's Old, What's New!"
and a preview of what the week was to feature.
A unique feature of the morning was a video-taped
play back of the "stars" of Session I - the participants. Mr. Lowell Ezersky had captured the essentials
from the previous session and assembled them into
an enjoyable and helpful refresher course. Jim Croce's
song, "Time I n A Bottle" served appropriately as
background music for the presentation.
A segment designated as, "Focus On Staff" provided an opportunity for the spotlight to be
directed for a few moments on an important part of
the institute - the instructional team. Each staff
member shared some autobiographical information
with the participants - the vehicle being a brief,
conversational improvisation. I n doing so, the participants and staff became better acquainted. The
core groups assembled about 11 :00 a.m. and continued to meet until late in the afternoon.

GRAPEVINE
PROJECT: INVOLVEMENT
Vivian Peterson, librarian at Midland College in
Fremont has zeroed in on one area of library service - the faculty needs at Midland, particularly
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faculty reference needs. Vivian and her staff wanted
to know if they were meeting the needs in this
department and thus, developed a questionnaire to
be circulated to all members of the faculty. A dual
purpose unfolded; re-informing the faculty of
reference possiblities. All but eight full-time
faculty members have returned the questionnaire.
Vivian included a "comments or suggestions"
column that thas proven helpful and enabled the
library staff to gain additional information and to
also detect unclear or misleading items on the
questionna ire.
What do they plan to do with the results? Change
some policies, add some, and delete others. Briefly,
some of the results have stimulated the following
changes. First of all, the budget committee has been
informed of the faculty response and need of
reference services and urged to restore funds for a
reference librarians salary. Secondly, several policies
have been "tailored" to better serve the specific
needs of the faculty members. For example, the
new acquisitions list was previously mailed in
its entirety - now, a faculty member may obtain
only a selected or partial list if he/she so desires.
Bulletin boards will be changed bi-weekly instead of
weekly and secondhand book catalogs won't be
sent to faculty members. Special needs for audiovisual materials were stated and the science and math
departments expressed a need for an electronic
calculator for student use. This item has been added
to the "essential equipment" list which is being
developed for the new library-learning center now
in the planning stages. Vivian stated, " . .. we learned
a lot that can help us to do a better job of giving
the faculty members what they want. Perhaps we
also need to devise ways to encourage them to want
more services/which we could give with more adequate
funding and proper staffing."
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IT'S OBSCENE

PANHANDLE HOSTS WORKSHOP

Book Publishers and Media Groups recently
challenged the U.S. Supreme Court to adopt a new
approach to the "obscenity problem," charging
that the Court's June 21 decisions have spawned
disastrous effects.

A workshop entitled, "Service to the I nstitutionalized Patron and to the Grand Generation" was
held at the Scottsbluff Public Library on January 29,
1974. Mrs. Laura Berge, Panhandle coordinator and
the Panhandle Library Advisory Council sponsored
the workshop that was attended by public librarians,
nursing home recreational directors and administrators

In a brief filed with the Court in behalf of a
Georgia theatre manager convicted last June for
showing the film "Carnal Knowledge," the Association of American Publishers and six media groups
told the Court that its recent attempts at defining
"obscenity" had failed.
The Association a Iso stated that it was "rather
shocked" that the Court ignored the findings of the
1970 Commission On Obscenity and Pornography
which stated that all obscenity laws for consenting
adults be repealed. The Association also brought to
light the fact that censorship groups have used the
ruling to attack underground and campus newspapers
a nd classroom materials solely for their SOCial or
political content. As examples of the "pervasive
mischief" caused by the decisions, the following
cases were cited in the Association's brief (Billy
Jenkins v. State of Georgia).
Drake, North Dakota: All known copies of Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse Five were burned by the local
school board. Next on the list Deliverance by Dickey
and an anthology of short stories by Ernest Hemingway, Faulkner and Steinbeck.

The program included presentations by Mrs. Jo
Ella Gillespie, Regional Field Nurse for the Panhandle
area; Miss Barbara Johnson, N LC Institutional
Consultant; and Mrs. Nancy Wiederspan N LC Community Information Specialist.
A film, "The Steps of Age" was shown by
Mrs. Gillespie and discussion followed concerning
aging and techniques of serving individuals as it
pertains to libraries in nursing homes. Nancy
Wiederspan related five major areas of concern;
developing a Community Profile, assessing nursing
home needs, programming, general physical limitations ( slide and tape sequence) and bibliographies
and additional resources.
Combating Loneliness, Anxiety and Boredom
(LAB) was explored by Barbara Johnson. Miss Johnson demonstrated the use of a LAB kit that had
been assembled to be used in an institutional setting.
A LAB Kit could be described as a myriad of

Baltimore, Maryland: Manchild in the Promised
Land by Brown was banned from school libraries by
the school board.

OVERTONES FROM THE UNDERGROUND

Orem, Utah: A bookseller was arrested for selling
A Clockwork Orange by A. Burgess.

by the

Columbus, Ohio: Pages were cut out of Spoon
River Anthology before students were allowed to
read the book because they mentioned the words
"harlot," bare breast," "free love" and "lesbian."
Nelson Co., Kentucky: Playboy is under attack.
New Baltimore, Maryland: The Chief of Police
pronounced that "even baby powder ads depicting
naked infants are illegal." Watch out!
The Supreme Court is expected to announce its
decision in Billy Jenkins v. Georgia in late June.

published biweekly

Nebraska library Commission
Jane Geske, director
John H. Schere, director library development
Nancy Wiederspan, editor
1420 P Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508
printed primarily by HEA
Title II B funds

t
l

,

I

'"D'O

NEW FILMS

C

C

O'~

Q)-'-+I1(")

G)m

-. -' 0

)(

O'O'6,o..<nI-1
....-.CDC"l::J
nnCD
v
.....
c::CD
Q)

Since 1972 Cata log

Q)

,

-,

2

~

.....

<'

.-+ .-+ 0
:3
C)
O o - h ..... CDnlc::
:::l :::l .-+ Q):::l
-,
Cfl'
::J:3.-+0c.
CD
.., nI
11
:3 -::: (.Q ,...
0
(") _. Cfl Q) 0
CD ..... :r:::lCfl:l
Q)
nI (0 C - , 2
~ . .o C"l CD
nI

All films 16mm and in color, except when black and white is indicated (b&wl.

n
GENERAL COLLECTION
New Zealand
The Dairy Industry, 15 min.
Green Garden Country (gardens), 27 min.
The Long Green Mantle (forests), 9 min.
Oil From the Sea : Maui One, 20 min.
Queen of Flowers (roses), 9 min.
A Quiet Place in the Country (farms), 14
min.
Sky High in New Zealand, 17 min.

Safety and First Aid
Standard First Aid·Part I: Wounds,
21 min.
Standard First Aid·Part II : Artificial
Respiration, 15 min.
Standard First Aid·Part III: Bandaging,
19 min.
Standard First Aid·Part IV: Fractures,
Transporting Victims, 33 min.
Step Lightly (night pedestrian safety),
15 min.

Sports
Football, Big Eight· 1970,28 min.
Football, Big Eight. 1971,28 min.
Football Highlights, Univ. of Nebr ..
1967, 30 min.
Football Highlights, Univ. of Nebr ..
1968,30 min.
Football Highlights, Univ. of Nebr..
1969,30 min.
Football Highlights, Univ. of Nebr ..
1970,30 min.
Quebec Ski, 14 min.
60 Cycles, 17 min.
Solo (mountain climbing), 15 min.
Tennis: Bill ie Jean King, 22 min.

Urban Living
Multiple Choice (library trustees), 20 min.
The Noble Breed (fire·fighters), 25 min.
b& w
The Noise Boom, 26 min.
The Pedestrian Strikes Back (downtown
malls) 25 min.
Prevent ... Protect ... Preserve: A Fire
Fighter's Story, 28 min.
The Public Will (municipal government),
28 min.

Women

Sl

Sylvia, Fran and Joy, 25 min., b & w
Women' s Liberation, 23 min.
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Alcohol- How Much Is Too Much?, 11
min.
Easy Way Out, 8 min.
11 :59 Last Minute to Choose, 27 min.
Omaha Drug Journal, 36 min.
The Secret Love of Sandra B lain (women
alcoholics),28 min.
We Have an Addict in the House, 30 min.

Correctional Procedures
I nmate Behavior, 35 min., b & w
No Jail Can Change Me, 30 min. , b & w
The Officer as a Source of Change, 33 min.
b& w
Officer·1 nmate Relationships, 36 min ..
b & w
Security, Custody and Control, 39 min.,
b& w
Token Economy (Skinner) 20 min.
Wall of Trust, 28 min.
Who Am I? The Role of Correctional
Personnel, 15 min.
With Another Man's Life, 28 min.

Highway Safety
Automobile Tire Hydroplaning, 12 min.
Finding Their Way (mini·bikes), 28 min.
Kids, Mini·Bikes and the Dallas Police,
20 min.
Motorcycle Driving Tactics, 15 min.
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Brown Wolf (Jack London story), 26 min.
Business, Behaviourism and the Bottom
Line (Sk inner), 20 min.
Crab Fishermen, 8 min.
Future Shock, 42 mi n.
I n Search of Ancient Astronauts, 52 min.
It Cou Idn't Be Done (labor), 53 min.
The Strange Case of the English Language,
48 min .
We: 1970 Census, 28 min.
What Do You Do When You See a Blind
Person?, 13 min.

Alcoholism and Drug Abuse
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JANUARY 29, 1974 - PANHANDLE ADVISORY
COUNCIL MEETS
The Panhandle Library Advisory Council met in
Scottsbluff Public Library, January 29, 1974, with
Jane Geske, Nebraska Library Commission Director;
John Schere, Nebraska Library Commission Associate Director; and Laura Berge, Network Coordinator
for the Panhandle Network to consider the impact of
released 1972173 funds on network development.
Meetings with all six Network Advisory Counci Is are
being scheduled in February so that proposals can be
submitted or resubmitted by Apri I 1st.
The released portions of Title I - Services are
being reallocated into the parts of the state program
which had to be cancelled or revised due to the
impoundment of funds. Since 1972173 was the first
year of the five year Long Range User Plan, People
Serving People, it is crucial that th e needs of target
groups be considered a top priority at this time.
Allotments for each network are set on a formula
of per capita and per square mile factors.
The released portion of Title III - Interlibrary
Cooperation, is being given special consideration in
terms of extending and expanding communication
and cooperation for all library users. (Released
construction funds will await review of regulations
and priorities as presented in the Plan).
The agenda for the meeting included the report
on funds by Mrs. Geske, proposal critique for

...

-..~ ~-.' ~-

evaluation and measurement by Mr. Schere, and a
general discussion on implications for Title III.
The State Advisory Council on Libraries will
meet again on February 16, 1974, to review and
approve Letters of Amendment to the programs for
the released 1972173 funds and for the change in
1973174 funds.

THE STATE OF THE ART
The Nebraska Council for Educational Television,
I nco in cooperation with the Nebraska Department
of Education recently presented "The State of the
Art in Educational Communications" conference:
The conference was designed, "to explore two
facets of the communicative process for instruction :
1) administrative considerations and 2) operational
practices." Concurrent meetings were held and
topics for discussion included : Instructional Development for Learning Environments by James Buterbaugh, UN-L; How to Operate a K-12 lTV Service
for I nstruction, and a- demonstration using Telev~l~
sl~
on--x~
as an Integral Part of Classroom Instruction.
Mr. Harold Bennett, Superintendent of Schools
in McCook and Mr. Fred Schroeder of TV Transmission, Lincoln explored major issues concerning
cable TV, education, and implications for cable in
libraries. The subject of cable TV and it's possibilities for libraries will be a topic of further investigation
in Overtones.
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PROJECT: TARGET '74 - Thoughts about Session
II by Lucky Waugh, Norfolk Public Library Director

I-

Target '74 for the Norfolk Public Library is
library service to shut-ins. Session I of ELSI gave
me the incentive; session II made me realize the
value of group involvement. With total community
awareness and involvement, I foresee library service
to shut-ins, a community resource file, more emphasis
on the value of the public library, and a larger budget
for the coming fiscal year .
We now have a list of about 90 shut-ins. At the
present we are calling on each organization in town,
learning what resources they have, informing them
about Target '74, and offering to speak to their
group about the project. I nterest in the project is
being shown by offers of assistance such as volunteers
for the service, more for library materials and
equipment, and vocal support.

REFERENCE TOOLS QUESTIONNAIRE
Any Public Library who has not as yet returned
its questionnaire, "Reference Material Holdings January 1974" to the Nebraska Library Commission,
1420 P Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68508, is urged to
do so at their earliest convenience. Please notify
the Commission if your Pub lic Library did not
receive one of these forms. We are very hopeful that
all Public Libraries will complete this questionnaire
as a further step along the road to Regional and
Network library cooperation.

ADVISORY COUNCIL COMMENTS
On Saturday, February 16, 1974, the Statewide
Advisory Council on Libraries met in Lincoln at the
N LC headquarters.
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Included among the topics of discussion were
LSCA 1972/73 funds and LSCA 1973/74 funds as
well as the Network impact of the 72/73 released
funds. It is planned that the funds will be used to
assume statewide and network projects. Mr. Joe
Golden, State Office of Planning and Programming,
related the plans for District and Regional development in Nebraska and its relation to library planning.
I n the afternoon session the group divided into
discussion groups by networks to explore the
Network profiles that had been developed by the
NLC coordinators. The next meeting date has been
scheduled for April 20,1974.

PROJECT: MEDIA PROGRAM EVALUATION
Bill Heuser, Chadron State College Media Director
and ELSI participant has been diligently working on
a project to determine if the media program at
Chadron State College is meeting the needs of the
faculty and administration.
To accomplish th is, a 50 question/statement
questionnaire was developed in which the respondent
could indicate the degree in which the various
services of the media center were meeting his/her
needs. On December 1,1973, the questionnaires
were sent to the faculty members after first being
tested and retested. On December 11, a vast majority
of the respondents were returning the information.
The media staff was provided with a copy of the
resu Its and asked to come to a meeting to relate
their ideas and the direction that the media program
should take. The long range goal of this project is
to make media more available to the people who
need it. According to Bill, "The fun and games of
this project have been completed, now the real work
begins - the implementation."
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WHO OWNS THE PROBLEM?

E LS I, Session II, provided an opportun ity for the
participants and staff to explore a myriad of ideas.
Some were new and some were review for the
individuals but most were interesting.
One of the particularly thought-provoking
presentations was delivered by staff member Herm
G laess, psychology professor from Seward Concordia
College. He introduced a topic known to some as
"Active Listening" a popular and somewhat perplexing concept. I n the following article, Dr. G laess
reviews some of the ideas introduced at Session II .

Other has Problem
(Even if Caused by Me)
Their Behavior is Acceptable

1. Ordering, directing, commanding
2. Warning, threatening, promising
3. Moralizing, preaching, shoulds and oughts
4. Advising, giving solutions or suggestions
5. Teaching, lecturing, giving logical arguments
6. Judging, criticizing, disagreeing, blaming
7. Praising, agreeing
8. Name-calling, labeling, stereotyping
9. I nterpreting, analyzing, diagnosing
10. Reassuring, sympathizing, consoling, supporting
11. Probing, questioning, interrogating
12. Withdrawing, distracting, sarcasm, humoring
Hopefully you will practice some active listening
skills and continue to experience the appreciation
another has when you give time to care about them.
In April, we will take some time to review this
concept and your findings.
If somebody's behavior is causing you a problem,
interfering with your needs, then another approach
or skill is recommended by Tom Gordon. When you

No Problem Area
May t Growl:argefl - -

____ I _~......u"""'-'--'-'oacceptjng of...so.mebndy's bebav-ior,-.i~uggestoo
that you send an "I -Message." I nstead of being a
listener, a counselor, a helper, a sounding board, a
person who allows the other to reach a decision, you
become the sender, the influencer, the person who
I Own the Problem
must be satisfied with the solution. In an effective
(Others Behavior Is Unacceptable)
"I-Message" you share your true feelings while telling

When at the ELSI meeting in Columbus we
discussed "Active Listening," a portion of Tom
Gordon's Effectiveness Training, there appeared to
be some difficulty in knowing where to place the
action or problem in the rectangle. Or, "Who really
had the problem?" became a question .
If a person is upset, distraught, "down," they
own the problem and they are in the best position
to solve it. Even if you cause the problem they are
first in a position and have need to solve it. Of
course, a solution might be to get you to change your
behavior, but it is still their problem. The best way
to assist a person who has a problem that is noted
becau'se of verbal or non-verbal communication
is to "actively listen" to them. Active listening can
only take place when you discard the "Dirty Dozen"
which include :
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what effect the other's tangible behavior has on you.
Hopefully we can share some ideas on this and
practice some "I-Messages" at the April ELSI meeting .
Effective communication skills assist in the establishment of positive human relations and they
contribute to a feeling of empathy because you
actually listen to another person in order to learn of
their feelings. In addition, you tactfully share your
true f eelings which allows another to honestly
know you and understand from "where you are
coming."

for the past 18 years. He spoke from a rich
background of human experiences as former Crime
Commissioner in Michigan, Skid-row Chairman in
Chicago and radio minister for the past 24 years in
addition to numerous other special assignments
around the world.
Dr. Winter's speech sparkled with experience,
understanding, wit and inspiration as he referred to
librarians as "miracle workers of America ." His
theme for the evening was taken from the last lines
of a spiritual that was sung by a black choir in his
church in New York:

"HE MAY HAVE A COLD NAME, BUT HE
CERTAINLY IS A WARM PERSON"*

Oh God, give me a glory
and a workman's pride
For you've got to have a glory
or you're dead inside.

On Tuesday evening, January 15, the keynote
speaker was the distinguished Dr. Carl S. Winters,
guest lecturer for the General Motors Corporation

Three glories served as the text of Dr. Winter's

*Titl e courtesy of Nan cy Noha.
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address; 1) people 2) books and 3) service to people
through books. He stressed that, "libraries are
people and librarians are the people who guide
others into reading . .. in order to do that you've got
to know the kind of people that come in."

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 26, 1974
Northern Network Advisory Council Meeting
Columbus PL, 9 :30 a.m.
February 27, 1974
SENMR LN Advisory Council Meeting
N LC Headquarters, 1420 P Street
Lincoln, 2 :00 p.m.
March 1, 1974
Metropolitan Network Advisory Council
Meeting
Omaha, Swanson Branch Library, 11 :30 p.m.
March 8, 1974
Budgeting Workshop
1 :30 - 4 :30 p.m.
South Central Regional Library
Holdrege,

Dr. Carl Winters, concerned, energetic . .. astute

The second thing he's in love with is books, a
vo lume personal library reiterates
the love of his second glory. "You teach some poor
kid who's lost in the cross-currents of life to love a
book and you start a miracle," stated Dr. Winters.
t~housand

His third glory is service - learning how to help
people. Dr. Winters cautioned librarians to remember
to think of people and how you connect with them
as a librarian, and to explore their needs whatever
they may be.

$BUDGETING WORKSHOP$
Jerry Kaup, director of the South Central
Regional Library at Holdrege announces a Budgeting
Workshop to be held Friday, March 8, 1974 at the
Holdrege PL. Librarians, media specialists and trustees
are invited to attend the meeting that will discuss
"assessing your budgeting needs, setting objectives,
working to meet standards and getting the money to
carry out your plans."
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PROJECT: A LOCAL EXTENSION
Fern Heim and Frances Warnsholz have teamed
their efforts for their ELSI project. They have
been working with Home Extension Club volunteers in Saunders County, specifically working on
a county-wide survey to find visually and physically impaired individuals who may be eligible
for talking book services or (if they can read
regular print) a shut-in mail service program.
Fern and Frances conducted training sessions
for the volunteers in Wahoo, Ceresco, Cedar
Bluffs and Yutan and distributed a questionnaire
that will be completed at the time of the interview.
The volunteers have divided the county into areas
and wi II canvas each division by way of persona I
visitations and also through exposure to organizations. After the survey is completed the results
will be tabulated by Fern and Frances. Presently,
there are 19 borrowers of talking books or cassette books in a county of 17,000 population.
"There is a good possibility that we are not
reaching all eligible borrowers, we also would like
to find those individuals that can read regular
print but can't get to the library ... the public libraries will no doubt find that information useful
in their efforts to serve everyone." Using the
clubs as a means to find new eligible borrowers is
a novel idea and according to Frances, "I think
this is the first survey in the nation that has
been conducted by extension club women for
the purpose of finding visually and physically impaired citizens." An interesting idea.

ELSI participants Frances Warhsholz and Fern
Heim meeting with an extension club group.
NEWS FROM ALA
The ALA General Scholarship Program has been
renamed the David H. Clift Scholarship Program
in honor of the late Executive Director Emeritus
of the American Library Association.
According to the terms of the Clift Scholarship
program, scholarships are awarded to worthy
students without regard to race, creed, color, national origin or sex, to begin or further their
library education at the graduate level. Recipients
must enter a formal program of study leading to
a degree of an advanced certificate at an ALA
accredited school. Further information on the
program and application forms can be obtained
from the American Library Association, Awards
Committee,50 East Huron St., Chicago, Illinois
60611.

NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION / 1420 "P" STREET / LINCOLN, NE 68508 /402471-2045

ELSI CORE GROUPS / a comment by Elmer Miller
Elmer Miller, ELSI core group facilitator, is Head
of Informal Education (a component of the Extension Division) at UN-L. A native Nebraskan, Elmer
received his PH.D. from the University in Adult
and Continuing Education. He is vitally interested .
in the Continuing Education concept and enjoys

has been interesting in that many have identified

groups of people in their communities who have
special needs.
Participants have also found that it is important
to place a priority on the identified needs. Many
have taken steps to implement their projects
quickly because of the importance to their comworking throughout the state with different groups
munity.
of people. In the following article, Elmer shares
A plan of action is also a neces~ary ingredient
for completion of each participant's project. The
some of his ideas about core groups -- their function and development.
plan organizes the approach to the project and
gives it more logical, sequential and concrete ways
The CORE group concept has been an important
part of the ELSI program. The COR E group leadfor the processes to develop.
ers were selected on a basis of their knowledge of
Successful library programs depend, in part, on
librarians utilizing community resources that are
community-based programs, their knowledge of
Nebraska, and the people that comprise the state.
available. Many resources have been identified withThe core groups have formed a network and have
in the community that can be of assistance to the
total library program. If the end result of the ELSI
maintained contact and communication with the
participants between sessions which gives each paris "service to each Nebraskan" it becomes essenticipant someone to look to for feedback and new
tial that librarians meet the needs of all the people
resources.
whom they serve.
~-=-'.,.......= T e resu ts 0 t e CO'r::n""O'::g~
ro:::-:u~p~s~t~o~~
at~e-.hav-e----,----Pnre-groups-ha'i1e-been sed' differentrway..-- - - been (1) increased knowledge and understanding of
but the main goal of the group leaders is to help
in needs assessment: identifying needs, designing
individuals who make up the groups; (2) increased
knowledge of the jobs and responsibility of group
instruments, collecting data, analyzing results and
developing a plan of action.
members; and (3) increased knowledge of the community problems or concerns.
Each member of the group has identified with
each other to the extent that we feel we have some
"investment" in each individual in the group. We
feel close enough to one another that we want to
OVERTONES FROM THE UNDERGROUND
help or assist each other in their jobs, their communities and their projects. The core group is depublished biweekly
signed so each participant can share and talk in an
by the
environment where everyone cares and understands.
The projects that the participants have developed
Nebraska library Commission
have been interesting. All projects are very differJane Geske, director
ent in their complexity, in their development, in
John H. Schere, director library development
their procedure and the length of time required to
complete the task.
Nancy Wiederspan, editor
This is understandable because each project will
1420 P Street
certainly be approached in a variety of ways delincoln, Nebraska 68508
pendent upon the situation at hand.
printed primarily by HEA
In developing specific projects, many particiTitle II B funds
pants have identified specific community needs
that appear relevant to their library setting. This .

NETWORK PROPOSALS
Commission staff members have now met with
all six Network Advisory Councils. The released
LSCA funds for 1972/73 have been allotted on a
formula basis, per capita and per square mile; evaluation and measurement methods have been outlined; and new grant forms have been discussed in
a draft stage. Network Advisory Counci Is wi II now
meet and prepare proposa Is for specia I library
workshops or demonstrations aimed at the target
groups in the state plan, PEOPLE SERVI NG
PEOPLE. The Networks will be assessing needs
in their areas and will welcome letters or calls
with suggestions :
The coordinators:
Metropolitan Mrs. Fern Heim
c/o Nebraska Library Commission
Headquarters
Northern
Mr. Steve Ooton
c/o Columbus Public Library
Southeastern Miss Jane Kennedy
c/o Nebraska Library Commission
Headq uarters
Central
Mrs. Alexi Shuman
c/o Nebraska Library Commission
unti I Apri I 1
Mari Sandoz Miss Morel Fry
c/o McCook Public Library
Panhandle
Mrs. Laura Berge
Box 92, Lisco, NE 69148
Proposals are due in as close to March 15th as
possible. Following evaluation and review they will
be presented to the Library Commission and the
State Advisory Council on Libraries in April. For
further information or questions call :
Mr. John Schere or Mr. Rod
Wagner (402)471-2045

FORT COLLINS WORKSHOP
The Fourth Annual Storytime Workshop is
scheduled for April 28,29 and 30 in Fort Collins,
Colorado, at the Holiday Inn. Sponsored by the
Fort Collins Public Library and Friends of the

Library it is being presented in cooperation with
the Colorado State University department of
Child Development and Family Re lationships
through the Center for Continuing Education.
The enrollment is limited and pre-registration
is required by Apri I 16th. For complete registration detai Is contact: Mrs. Arthur Deines, 2206
Scarborough Court, Fort Collins, Colo. 80521 or
the Fort Collins PL, 200 Mathews St.
Dr. William Curtis from the University of
Colorado Extension in Colorado Springs will concentrate on literature and poetry and how it can
be adapted and presented for story hours. Dr. Ken
Perriman, Fort Lewis College, Durango, Colo., who
has done extensive work with Apache, Navaho and
Ute children will explain his method of approaching and stimulating Indian children through use of
stories from their own cultures. Dr. Judith Kuipers,
CSU, will discuss literature and developmental
problem solving and also show how a respect for
differences in race, religion, and other delicate
subjects can be taught through storytelling techniques.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MARCH 13
Regional/TWX librarians and network
Coordinators Meeting 4:00 p.m.
Nebraska Center for Continuing
Education.
MARCH 14
12 :00 Noon LEGISLATIVE LUNCHEON
2:00 p.m. LIBRARY COMMISSION
MEETING
MARCH 15
Special and I nst.itutional Section
Steering Committee Meeting 10:00 a.m.
1420 P Street.
MARCH 18
SENMR LN ADVISORY COUNCI L
MEETI NG 2:00 p.m.
1420 P Street.
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FIND AMERICA'S HIDDEN HEROINES

;;,o;,--==---

A MESSAGE FROM HEW AND OE

A recent letter from the National Headquarters
The Office of Education is in the process of imof the Girl Scouts of the United States informed
plementing the Basic Educational Opportunity
the Nebraska Library Commission that their BiGrant Program for academic year 1974-75. This
centennial project holds possibilities for cooperaprogram makes available grant assistance to needy
tion with libraries allover the nation.
stwdents attending a broad range of institutions
According to the Bicentennial Coordinator, Ely
providing education beyond high school. This year
List, specific activities will differ from one comthe Office of Education has asked the assistance of
munity to another, but the thrust of the project
public libraries in Nebraska to help t hem make peris finding out about local women of past and presons in each community in our state aware of this
sent. It is expected that many Girl Scouts will be
new Federal student aid program.
asking librarians for assistance in uncovering facts
The Basic Grant Program differs from other Fedabout local women.
era I student assistance efforts in that students must
It is also possible that libraries may benefit by
apply directly to the Office of Education in order
to receive an award. Applications for assistance are
the Girl Scout project. The national council is encouraging girls to seek out old papers, correspondbeing distributed to high schools, and other locaence, diaries, etc. and to obtain a suitable local retions easily accessible to students. However, many
of the locations are closed during the summer and
pository for the historic materials that are collected. In many cases, the public library will be the
that is the reason public libraries have been asked
logical place. Who knows, the Girl Scouts may be
to assist.
-Open-iAg I2anElora's bQX~CongHltulations!
- - The- Office of EdueatioB reGognizes tRa-t libraries
are oriented toward community service and are an
appropriate means of disseminating the information.
PUBLIC HEARINGS
The Office of Education will be sending to each
The Nebraska Commission on Aging will be conpublic library in Nebraska a display packet of maducting a series of public hearings in cooperation
terials containing applications for the Basic Grant
with the Nebraska Library Commission and the deProgram, posters, brochures, a news release, and a
signated area agencies on aging. Public libraries are
reorder card . This distribution wi II be made toward
invited to attend the hearings.
the latter part of Apri I 1974.
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CLOSE-UP / DENNY STEVENS
Recently, Mr. Denny Stevens, Region VII LSCA
Program Officer for the Department of Health,
Education and Welfare was in Lincoln. He responded
to some questions pertinent to libraries throughout
Nebraska in a brief interview.
O. Do you see any new library trends developing on
the Federal, State or local level?

A. Yes, there are two basic changes or trends that
have come into the library. The first, has to do
with the administration of the public library on
the state and local level. There is a greater push
for planning and built-in evaluation - we are
becomming more accountable to governmental
bodies and the taxpayer. For a long time libraries
were built and maintained on "good faith" and
this is no longer the case, fortunately, or unfortunately. The new attitude has caused us to
concern ourselves with people who have never
used our library services. Previously, we have done
pretty well in meeting the needs of the college
graduate that uses a library and less well with
others. The taxpayer is saying that's not good
enough, we have a responsibility to the entire
community.
The second thrust concerns the growing role at
the State library level as a planning, coordinating,
developmental and evaluative agency as opposed
to a direct service agency as they have been in the
past. This has placed more responsibility on the
local public library, they must by responsive to
the needs of their public. It also places a big
burden on the State library to stay ahead in
leadership and coordination. The State library
must assure statewide service since no other entity
takes that responsibility. They must look at the
statewide picture.

Denny Stevens, Region VII Program Officer
O. Do you see any new roles for the libraries
specifically?

A. One thing I hope develops more completely is a
strong response to adult service. We need to help
the user put information to work, perhaps it will
be in an instructional role of some kind. We can
no longer be institutions of passive agents, we
have to become action agents. If we don't some
libraries perhaps can't justify survival. We have
some formidable competitors, if we exist only as
a check-out point for materials.
O. Can you comment on the increased demand for
accountability, especially in fiscal matters.
A. Well, the funding picture has changed and there
are more people asking for the same slice of pie.
The money is tight for alot of reasons and we are
being faced on all levels with having to prove
what we are doing with the allocations. Those
who don't want to be accountable - that's fine,
there are plenty of people around that will take
the responsibility. The only thing that is unfortunate, the public will be the ones that suffer in
the long run.

NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION /1420 "P" STREET / LINCOLN, NE 68508 /402471-2045

ELSI BY JERRY KAUP, PARTICIPANT
AND DIRECTOR OF THE HOLDREGE PL
The question, "What is the merit of the E LS I?"
often arises. If one thinks frustration, total exhaustion and bewilderment as an immediate result of the
second session, one better be very sure of its merit.
It brings out the fact that true understanding of ones
needs is no easy job, especially when individuals
have built-in defenses or do not think you want to
help them sincerely . To merit empathy is to work
hard and exhaust many times ones mental capacity.
This is especially true when your target individual or
group is not open to discourse because of their
previous experiences with libraries, people with long
hair and librarians.
An Empathetic librarian must always be evaluating
his target group or individual, changing courses of
action and most of all evaluating himself/herself/
themselves to determine whether their mind is

~==""C.,."lo""u""d".,e""d,",,(_b_ia_s_e_d_)_a_s_t _o _t_h_e_s_u_b_je_c_t _. ______- -- Empathetic library service is not developing a
great service program . It is the ability to be constantly understanding people, to be open with them
and to have insight as to their needs. If this happens
a good program can be developed - otherwise it
cannot, except perhaps, by chance.

WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM OUR FRIENDS
By Karen Ebel, ELSI Participant from the
North Platte PL
Midway through Session II of the Empathetic
Library Service I nstitute the schedule announced a
"Group Luncheon with Special Guests." It sounded
deceptively social, relaxing, and entertaining with its
Swiss steak, green beans, and musical program .
The special guests at our table were two young
girls who were completing their high school education through a high school equivalency program in
Lincoln . Both spoke English as their second language.
First attempts at conversation did nothing more
than establish our differences. In five minutes we
learned we were a generation apart in age, states
apart in home towns, and words apart in backgrounds
and not even through the salad course, yet. Thus,
two teenage girls were faced with a table-full of
librarians, one of them with a Ph.D. Each of us
1i rar ia s was an x ious ove the ros ect of two
hours of trying to make the girls feel more
comfortable .
N ot un t·1I someone b roug ht ou t h er co II ec t Ion
·
f
0
billfold snapshots did we begin to realize the luncheon
had become a valuable learning experience. We were
all immediately on common ground as we shared

CATHER PHOTOS
"The World of Willa Cather," an ex hibit of 21
photographs of the famous Nebraska author taken
by Lucia Woods, is traveling across the state during
this year which marks the 1OOth anniversary of
Miss Cather's birth.
The ex hibit will be displayed in the following
public libra r ies, with the exception of Ogallala,
where it will be shown at the Hanging Tree Gallery.
March 9 - April 4, Holdrege
April 7 - May 2, Kimball
May 6 - 30, McCook
June 2 - 27, Imperial
July 1 - 25, North Platte
July 28 - August 8 , Ogallala
August 10 - September 5, Cozad
October 5 - 13, Valentine
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pictures of nephews, sisters, or grandchildren.
When the girls discovered that two librarians had
good -looking teen-aged sons, complete with long
hair, we came another step closer . Once we had
reached the point of sharing the one thing we all
had in common : family, friends, people to care about
- we had a beginning. Differences became smaller,
common ideas became primary.
During the luncheon we not only learned more
about a valuable program which is meeting the needs
of these two girls, but we gained a little insight into
our own communications abilities. Most certainly
we finished our sherbet with much empathy and
affection for our special guests.
"GET IT ALL TOGETHER
. .. at the market place, in the schools, with the
legislators, over the coffee counters." Librarians have
the rare opportunity to continue development of
the reading habits of Nebraskans and, if you like,
of Americans. I n fact, one of the great satisfactions
of being a librarian is to be able to supply any patron
with the right material, at the right time for the
right reason . Let us not fail in this responsibility ,
especially during National Library Week, April 2127,1974.
If you do not have your promotional aides from
the National Headquarters for N LW, try your own
ideas. Talk to a civic or service club, have a story
hour, give information to the radio, T.V. and local
papers, get involved with the community resource
people, use posters, try skits on T .V., debate a book
or periodical article, have exhibits, open house . . .
you are only limited by your imag ination.
Publicity is usually free and most important . Every
library should be involved in some way with
National Library Week. Any librarian reading this
article may send an account of activities in their
community to the state chairperson, it will be
greatly appreciated.
Mrs. Vivian Andrews, State Chairperson
Junior High School Library
Alliance City Schools,
Alliance, NE 69301

CENTRAL NETWORK WELCOMES NEW
COORDINATOR
Mrs. Alexi Schuman, a graduate of the Kansas
State Teacher's College, Department of Library
Science at Emporia has recently started working in
the Central Network replacing Ms. Paula Smith who
resigned to become Director of the Hastings Public
Library.
Alexi has most recently worked for the Ottawa,
Kansas Public Library as Public Services Librarian
and previously was a district Advisor for Girl Scout
Council in Kansas. "Music, camping, and pen and
ink drawing are some of may favorite hobbies." Alexi
is living in Hastings with her husband Phill ip, a vocal
music teacher and her daughter, Shaundra.
LIBRARIES SHOULD INVESTIGATE
. . . the possibilities of obtaining a video hookup for
the library through the local Cable TV network. For
further information or questions contact John
Schere at the Nebraska Library Commission headquarters.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April 16 - 19, 1974
Session III E LSI Institute
Columbus Holiday Inn, Columbus
April 20, 1974
Statewide Advisory Council Meeting
1420 P Street, Lincoln
April 21 ·27, 1974
National Library Week
April 29, 1974
Panhandle Network Spring Meeting
Nebraska Western College, Scottsbluff
April 30, 1974
Mari Sando z Network Spring Meeting
Goodall City Library, Ogallala

nlc
CORE GROUP LEARNING BY BOB STARCKELSI CORE GROUP LEADER

The Empathetic Library Service I nstitute is
providing a form of learning experiences for each
of the participants through various means. Of the
many different ways a person can learn - sharing
and helping others to learn is one of the most satisfying.
The CO REgroup is designed to let each member
share and teach, listening to others and learning,
telling of yourself and teaching others. By mutually
listening to each other we can reach a very high
level of understanding of other people. This
understanding of how other people approach their
work can be used in dealing with our own work. It
can help provide new ideas, polish. rough ideas and
open our thoughts to undeveloped areas. I n turn, by
telling of your own experiences, others can learn
from you and in the process become closer to you .
It is well-known today that every person is unique
in their ver own waY.---9Jld has snrnething t~fer
if they can be heard. I n our CO REG roups, each
person can be heard and a high level of learning
exchange takes place - in the end the recipient is
all of us and the people that are fortunate enough to
know you.
UNL - IMC CATALOG AVAILABLE

Copies of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln

film catalog are available from the UNL Instructional
Media Center. This 1974 publication lists some 5,000
titles of motion picture films which are available for
organizations, businesses, civic agencies and schools.
Film rental ranges in rate from $2.00 to $20.00.
This new catalog indexes a number of 16mm
films available for library science. The catalog
index is divided according to two viewing levels;
primary through intermediate level and adolescent
through adult level.
Over 25,000 copies of the catalog have been
pub Iished to serve schoo Is, busi ness and i nd ustry,
civic groups and churches. Nebraska public libraries
and state governmental offices are encouraged to
request reference copies from the Instructional
Media Center, University Extension Division, UN-L.
FLASH / ENVIRONMENTAL MINIGRANTS
EXTENDED

The deadline date for submitting proposals
req tlesti ng-financia+assi sta nc
education projects has been extended to April 5,
1974, postmarked not later than April 1. According
to Hotline, ". , . these grants are natura Is for a
versatile library, you can get support for a really
wide variety of projects." Application forms
may be obtained from: Environmental Education,
400 Maryland Ave., S.w. Washington, D.C. 20202,
Check Federal Register, January 30 for funding
information,
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
E LS I Session III is just around the corner.
Undoubtedly, there are a few questions some
participants may have about details, location and
what to expect at the final rendezvous.
A buffet luncheon on Tuesday, April 16, at
12:30 p.m. in the courtyard of the Holiday Inn will
open Session III, followed by introductions and a
briefing at 2:30. The core groups will meet at 3:00
and the Feedback team will feedback at 5:00.
Wednesday will provide some time to look at
Community Resources with Anne Mathews, a former
public librarian now at Denver University. Don
Leuenberger, a fiscal analyst with the State of
Nebraska will give us some concrete ideas in a
meeting entitled, "What Does Evaluation Mean?"
We will again have an opportunity to exchange ideas
in the Trading Posts on Wednesday afternoon:
Collection and Analysis of Data in Needs Assessment; Goal Clarification, Resource Identification and
Mobilization; Putting Your Plans in Writing; and A
Model in Proposal Writing are the posts this session.
Exploring some special needs of the physically
limited will be Thursday morning's discussion with
Sharon Petracek and Gary Sherman. E LS I
participants John Garrison, Shirley Flack and Chuck
Current will have a chance to be in the limelight
when "Unmet Needs of School, College and City
Librarians will challenge the staff and co-participants
in a 10:30 session. What about time to work on
projects, reports and evaluation? Core group leaders
will be assisting in individual work sessions Thursday
- all afternoon. A guaduation dinner will complete
Thursday's program.
Some interesting options will be included in
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Session III. Loreta Tiemann, has assembled a "Film
Buffet" that will be presented in the evenings. People
are invited to attend one, none or all of the films
that will encompasss such volatile subjects as Sexism,
Racism, I ntellectuality, and Aging. Quite appropriate
and no doubt stimulating. Platte College has also
extended an invitation to the participants to visit
their campus. Again both the fi 1m buffet and Platte
College excursion are optional activities.
Friday, the last day, will provide a last chance
for individual work sessions with core leaders
relating to proposal writing and plan implementation. Larry Allen and Wes Meierhenry, project
evaluators, will be working with the participants
also on Friday. Session III will be concluded by
Barbara Bryant and adjournment is scheduled for
12:30.

KING FERDINAND REQUESTS THE
PLEASURE OF YOUR COMPANY
Almost 500 years ago the Spanish Court of
their Royal Highnesses King Ferdinand and Queen
Isabella became the social and business hub of the
mercantile world. Now, in April of 1974, Sir John V.
Laux, innkeeper par excellence of the New World
Holiday I nn in Columbus, Nebraska has again
commissioned King Ferdinand to welcome you
to the Third Session of the Empathetic Library
Service I nstitute. As in the colorful days of the
Old World, look upon King Ferdinand's invitation
as a New World discqvery through sharing in stimulating conversation and camaraderie with all of your
friends and associates of the Institute. Make this
your hub of your ELSI world!
Robert N. Mohlman
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OLDER READERS SERVICES ACT ACTION NOW!
ALA submitted testimony to both House and
Senate Labor - HEW Appropriations Subcommittees
early in March requesting $4.6 million in thefiscal year
1974 final supplemental appropriations bill for the
Older Readers Services Act which is now title IV
of the Library Services and Construction Act. The
new title was added to LSCA by the Older Americans
Amendments of 1973 (PL 93-29). Enacted too late
for consideration during the regular FY 1974
appropriations hearings last spring the new law
should now be funded in the final FY 1974
supplemental. Action is needed now in order for the
supplemental appropriations to be funded.

OVERDUE - "BROWNIE" - SIDNEY'S MAN OF
THE MONTH

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April 16-19
ELSI, Session III
Columbus Holiday Inn, Columbus, Nebraska
April 20
Statewide Advisory Council Meeting
N LC Headq uarters, 1420 P Street
Lincoln, Nebraska
April 21
Dedication, Abbott Memorial Library
Grand Island, Nebraska
April 21-27
National Library Week
April 29

------oo----...-,.,.~-----~---=.,-----.,= ---+~I\J

Sidney Public librarian and past President of the
Nebraska Library Association, R. W. Brown, was
recently selected as the Sidney Jaycee's Man
of the Month. Building an outstanding library, a
strong bookmobile program and innovative ideas
were cited among the reasons for the presentation.
He will be considered, along with other monthly
winners of the award, for the Man of the Year Award
- good luck and congratulations!

A"::,f'-;;!p=r~
ln=
g-'lvleet lng,

I\leoraska ~V\lestern C"Olrege

Scottsb Iuff

April 30
NLA Spring Meeting Goodall City
Library, Ogallala
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ANNOUNCING
... a three week summer session at UN-L, July 15August 2, entitled, "Development of Instructional
Material for Teachers." This workshop may be used
for 3 hours graduate credit in EI. Education,
Secondary Education or Educational Administration
and will be conducted by Dr. W.C. Meierhenry. Some
of the experiences will include: storyboard planning,
copy preparation, super 8 movie making, film
techniques, 35 mm color developing and more! For
further information call 472-2868 or write W.C.
Meierhenry, 105 Henzlik Hall, UN-L, Lincoln,

68508.
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LEGISLATIVE LUNCHEON AND THE FUNDING
PICTURE

The 4th Annual Legislative Luncheon, March 14,
became a Non-Legislative Luncheon when an
emergency Appropriations Committee meeting was
called. A good time was still had by all with 75 staff
members, regional librarians, Advisory council
members, and friends, munching chicken with the
Lieutenant Governor, Frank Marsh, and with
Senator Terry Carpenter's secretary, Rosemary
Bauer.

funds become a reality, some time in the middle of the
the year, plans can be underway for their use where
the need has been determined the greatest. Full
scale and long range planning have just become
possible!
Jane Geske
NLC, Director

The 83rd Legislature, Second Session, has had a
busy season and one that Nebraska librarians and
trustees will relate to for years to come. A vote of
41-8 on the final reading gave the Library
Commission the largest budget in history and its
first State Aid. The budget, from General Funds is
as follows:
39 Administration
252 Extension Library Service
259 Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse
265 Med ia Center
302 Library Development
Total

$43,194
$329,800
$110,404
$14,391
$500,710
$998,499

Foreground, left to right. Commission Members
Robert Holquist, Omaha; Martha Peters, Thedford;
Ray Lundy, Kearney.

The language for 302 reads "There is included,
$200,000 General Fund which shall be used for the
development of local libraries. The Commission will
distribute the grants-in-aid funds using the same
criteria as required for the distribution of federal
funds which shall be used to expand the regional
library service system."
With these words and these funds there is now a
transition to state funds for ongoing programs. The
expenditure of released 1972/73 impounded LSCA
funds is awaiting the evaluation and approval of
Network Advisory Council proposals which have
now been submitted and which will be reviewed in
relation to the first year of the 5-year Long Range
User Program, People Serving People. Some LSCA
funds from 1973/75 now become avai lable for 2nd
year considerations with Network or Statewide
strengthening of target services. When 1974/75 LSCA

Reta King, President, Nebraska Library Association,
Lunching with Lieutenant Governor, Frank Marsh
at the Non-Legislative Luncheon.
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CLOSE-UP / EMILIO VALDEZ
One of the guests at the ELSI Session II luncheon was
an unusually perceptive, 19-year old student, Emilio
Valdez, for whom until recently libraries or books
had little relevance. I n a conversation that wandered
through experience, diversity, people, and simi larities,
Emilio also shared some interesting perceptions
about librarians, libraries and books.
O:Were you ( or are you) involved with books and
libraries?

A:My first good experience with books was in a
Chicano literature class this year. Until then
literature didn't interest me, because it didn't
make much sense, the "Dick and Jane" books
didn't mean anything. It wasn't a part of any of
my life. Down These Mean Streets really made a
difference ... that book I could identify with.
It's too bad so many people go through their
whole lives without finding out what books can
do. That's where librarians can make a difference
... theycanturn people-on to things tllat might
interest them. I know it's hard to find the needs
of every person but it's worth a try. You can't
assume you always know what they want, you
have to ask them what they need.
Librarians are just as important as teachers and
they both have a responsibility to see what people
want. A lot of minority and anglo students could

be turned on to themselves through people in
libraries. People should accept the responsibility
for knowing who they are and then the librarian
could help - that's extremely hard sometimes,
people don't even know what they want or who
they are.
O:Can you see the library being involved in the
community?

A:Yes, as it is, migrants don't get a chance to read.
Some don't have time. If the migrant children
can get involved with libraries or bookmobiles it
could play an important part in their lives ... they
are bound to get interested if the books are
relevant. They can learn to help themselves and
the community and in the long run society will
be a lot better.
Comment: You're
really asking
a lot.

Answer: They've
got a lot to give.

Emilio "Heavy Duty" Valdez, Razor-sharp perception
... intuitive ... aware ... sensitive.
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PROJECT: LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT
The Indian Center now has a library!
Mrs. Dorothy Miller has been working the past few
months on establishing a library at the Indian
Center in Lincoln and it has now become a reality.
A UN-L student, Patricia White Bear, as well as
other students and individuals, will be assisting
Mrs. Miller in the project.
Recently, Lincoln City Libraries, the Nebraska
Bookstore, the Nebraska Library Commission and
individuals donated books. A simple check-out
procedure will be involved. According to Dorothy,
"circulation is the name of the game."
One of their goals is to have a good general
collection of books by, about and for American
Indians. They already have some book lists that
have been complied by American Indian students.
The project is now beginning to take shape: an
exciting and interesting development.

"It's only the beginning . .. " a new library.
AN EXPANSION AND
A CORRECTION ON FUNDS
The newsletter, Overtones from the Underground,
V. 1, No. 19, carried a partial story of the funds in
302, Library Development. The full statement reads:
"There is included, $200,000 General Funds which
shall be used for the developemnt of local libraries.
The Commission will distribute the grant-in-aid
funds using the same criteria as required for the
distribution of federal funds. There is included
$97,338 General Funds which shall be used to
expand the regional library service system."
The correction involves an error in the Legislative
Journal, March 21. The vote should read 41-0
instead of 41-8. Called meetings interfered for some
members of the legislature. Every Senator should
be thanked.

Luis F.D. Perdomo, director of the Indian Center
meeting with Dorothy Miller, volunteer librarian.

Jane P. Geske
Director, Nebraska Library Commission
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ARE YOU LISTENING?
By Bonnie Bothe, ELSI Participant and Lincoln
East High Librarian

worth considering, but active listening appears to
have much potential.
A WORD FROM D.E.D.

I speak to you. You hear me. I talk. You listen.
You understand what I say, but do you understand
what I feel? Everyone wants others to understand
how he feels when he talks, not just what he is
saying.
Feelings are an essential part of living. Deali ng
honestly with these feelings, whether they be ours
or someone else's, is a difficult task. Too often we
hide, disguise or ignore these feelings, especially
in the process of communication. How do we as
listeners or senders of messages become more sensitive to these feel i ngs and to each other?
During Session II of ELSI, Dr. Glaess presented
a concept which could answer that question and
----if-pFaetiGeGr~me an eff8Gtive..-a!t~\l8
for the listening habits many of us now use. The
concept is known as "Active Listening." I n a past
issue of Overtones Dr. G laess reviewed some of the
basic ideas of this concept.
Active listening involves resisting the urge to
sympathize, criticize, moralize, lecture, give advice,
provide a solution or use any of the other forbidden
"dirty dozen" It involves developing positive human
relationships, knowing when to actively listen,
determining the ownership of a problem, and using
"I" messages and "You" messages. It involves
empathy, sensitivity and being straight forward and
honest about feelings.
The first experiences when attempting to use
active listening are frustrating. Even after the feelings
in the message have been separated from the facts,
there is confusion about the correct response to
those feelings. There is a tendency to revert to the
old habits to deal with the situation.
Active listening is a communication skill to be
learned and practiced. Only after learning to use the
skill and applying it,can the degree of effectiveness
for each situtation and each individual be
determined. Not every new idea or concept is

I n the March issue of National Geographic
Magazine an article entitled, "Nebraska ... the
good life" was featured. The Nebraska Department
of Economic Development has notified the Library
Commission that their agency has purchased a
limited quantity of the reprint for industrial and
tourism purposes available for $.50 a copy. If anyone wishes to purchase reprints, contact the
Department of Economic Development, Box 94666,
State Capitol, Lincoln, NE 68509. Phone (402)
477-8984.
A NOTE TO LIBRARIANS AND FRIENDS:

T h@[\J@b rssk G-£uhli.Gati.o.As-C1eaciogb.uuse-is>-_ ____~
planning to have a display at the NLA Spring
Meetings. One of our staff members will try to be
at each of the meetings to answer any questions
you may have.
Susan K ling, Supervisor
Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse
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NLA SPRING MEETINGS

CULLER RECEIVES COLLECTION

This year, the annual N LA Spring Meetings will
be held in the following locations:

Culler Junior High School in Lincoln was the
recent recipient of a collection of historical artifacts donated to the ~chool by Rev. Edward Jeamby.

Scottsbluff - Nebraska Western College, April
29.
Ogallala - Goodall City Library, April 30
Hastings - Hastings Public Library, May 1
Crete - Doane College Library, May 2
Wayne - Wayne State College Library, May 3
Omaha - Willa Cather Branch, 44th and Center
Streets, May 7
The program will basically be the same in each
location, with the exception of Crete, which will
host the School Library and Young People's
Section, in addition to the other section meetings.
The scheduled program is as follows:
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10: 10 a.m .
10:20 a.m.

Registration and coffee
Welcome and Introductions
President's Message, Miss Reta King
Section Meetings
Public Library Section
Trustees Sect ion
School Library and Young People's
Section (at Crete only)
11 :45 a.m. Lun cheon - Mrs. Jane Geske, "Let's
Look At Network Development"
1 :15 p.m. Intellectual Freedom, Carol Thomas,
North Platte P. L. Director
2:30 p.m. Book Review - Mrs. Oline Marvel,
Children's and Young People's books.
3:00 p.m. Adjournment

A native of Brooklyn, N.Y., Rev. Jeamby has
spent a good deal of his life in the Midwest and has
collected an impressive collection of Civil War belts,
bullets, documents, and other memorabilia. His
favorite items are in his flag collection. "Old Abe,"
the screaming eagle Civil War flag and a flag from
Wounded Knee battle were among items on display
at the Junior High library.
Social Studies classes, AmeriCan History and
English classes are now using the visual aids and
other schools in Lincoln will be able to use them
on a loan basis.
La Jean Price, Culler Jr. High librarian, feels some
of the most interesting items are pictures from
China depicting actual acupunture operations.
"We're verv fortunate to be able to have this
collection. The kids are in the library over the noon
hour exploring and are really fascinated. They
are able to wear the belts and examine the materials
- thev're discovering some interesting concepts."
Rev. Jeamby remarked that the only stipulation
is that the display is not "locked up ... the students
must be able to handle the items."

I f you wish to make reservations for any of the
meetings, contact the Librarian in each location.

CORRECTION - STATEWIDE ADVISORY
COUNCIL

April 20,1974, was given as the date of the next
Statewide Advisory Council Meetinq. Recently, the
meeting date was changed to Saturday, May 25,
10:00 a.m. at the N LC Headquarters in Lincoln.

Rev. Jeamby at Culler Junior High Library

nlc
"ASK YOUR LIBRARIAN"
Congressional I nformation Service (C IS),
publisher of Government document reference
services, is now making available to libraries a free
package of display and publicity materials titled the
"Ask Your Librarian" Kit.

Kit" by writing to: Congressional Information
Service, Attention: Kit, 600 Montgomery Building,
Washington, D.C. 20014 or by visiting the CIS
exhibit at the ALA Annual Convention in New
York. The kits will be distributed in July.

PROJECT: OPEN HOUSE

Containing a wide variety of "ready-to-use"
materials, the kit is, according to CIS, "expressly
designed to help each library further patron interest
in - and use of - its own Government documents
collection and reference resources."

What's Up Doc? The theme of Documents
Clearinghouse was also the Headline of an invitation
that was sent to State agencies inviting them to
send representatives to a series of open houses
sponsored by the Nebraska Library Commission's
Included in the kit are :
Publications Clearinghouse. According to Susan
Two dozen different color posters (four in
Kling, ELSI participant and Supervisor of the
Spanish) ;
Clearinghouse, "we wanted an opportunity to find
Sample news and feature stories as well as press
out how we could better serve the agencies and also
release examples;
to provide an opportunity for people to learn more
A series of advertisements (one in Spanish) about the Library Commission." About 20 agencies
ready for reproduction suitable for local advertising;
responded to the invitation which hosted a total of
Several brief radio and T.V. scripts and public
26 people at the six sessions.
~--serv~G~spot annGunG€lment~.,--~--~,",="-"'-~~--:-_ __ __ _ _ _ _ _~=---_
In addition, the kit includes a "Campaign
Planner" and a list of suggestions for library promotion activities.
Libraries can receive a free" Ask Your Librarian

CONGRATULATIONS
. .. to Oxford, Nebraska. A $50,000 bond issue has
recently been passed for construction of a new
library.
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LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL
We made it. Through tears, joys, anxieties, and
newfound friendships, the Empathetic Library
Service I nstitute's three sessions have come to a
close, but not a finish. Many of the people have
discovered new facets of their own personalities,
others' personalities,and wish to keep growing
individually and together. Talk of a "reunion"
filtered through conversations at the last session many people just couldn't say goodbye. Promises of
summer "get-togethers" and visits were abundant as
the waning hours approached. One thing is certain,
some real friendships blossomed.
What about the intended objectives of the
institute? Let's look at those in retrospect. The
purpose of the institute was to strengthen your
skills; 1) in identifying individual human needs,
2) in planning programs to meet the needs of
individuals and groups 3) in successfully carrying
out and evaluating the programs you develop and
4) in providing leadership in the organization of
effective programs. It's an individual matter, but it
is apparent that the staff made an attempt to meet
those objectives - the success or failure depends to
a large extent on the individual participants.
Subsequent issues of Overtones will look at some
of the individual work sessions and meetings and
incorporate some of the suggestions of participants
into the content. One area that will be shared is a
listing of people and projects (with the names and
addresses of each) so if a particular project looks
interesting and more information is needed, you'll
have the necessary reference.
This is being written shortly after the close
of Session Three - really too close to the end to be
reflective. One thing is for certain - it's been an
experience and I guess experience is what life is all
about. To paraphrase a famous quotation, "Few
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people ever die,because to die you had to have lived
first." I think we all lived a little more at ELSI because we started feeling.

SENIOR POWER
The Gerontology Program at UN-O announces
Senior Citizen Celebration Days: A festival of Education and the Arts to be held on the UN-O campus
May 20,21 and 22, 1974. The Celebration Days
offer an opportunity for older people in eastern
Nebraska and western Iowa to come to the campus
and participate in mini-courses, art exhibits, musical
performances, craft demonstrations, films, information booths, health assessment, and public lectures.
Daily activities will start at 10:00 a.m. and will
conclude at 4:00 p.m.
The Nebraska Library Commission in cooperation
with the Omaha Public Library will have a public
information booth displaying all types of services
that are offered through the libraries in Nebraska.

NATIONAL BPH CONFERENCE
The Library of Congress - Division of the Blind
and Physically Handicapped is sponsoring a national
conference May 13 - 16, in Washington D.C. The
conference is primarily for those librarians that
work with the Blind and Physically Handicapped
Regional and Sub-regional libraries throughout the
nation and is designed to "keep them up-to-date on
new developments and to provide an opportunity
for the Division to learn of the problems and the
successes of the BPH regional libraries."
Attending the conference from Nebraska will be
Nancy Noha, Jim Smith, Frances Warnsholz (Nebraska Library Commission), and Ardenia Tupper from
the North Platte sub-regional Blind and Physically
Handicapped library. For an account of the happenings, contact the Nebraska representatives.

NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION /1420 "P" STREET / LINCOLN, NE 68508/402471-2045

PROJECT EXCHANGE

institution can be a part of the therapeutic/rehabiIitative team.

Due to popular request of the ELSI participants,
Overtones will begin a series featuring participants
names, addresses, phone numbers and project
abstracts for future reference by anyone read i ng
this communication. It was expressed that many
individuals were familiar with the projects in their
"core groups" but quite unfamiliar with projects of
other participants. Don't hesitate to contact any of
the people for further information or questions
concerning their projects.

Nancy Noha, NLC Library for the Blind and Physical/y Handicapped, 1047 South Street, Lincoln, NE
(402) 471-2662
Nancy developed a box of materials to be mailed
to all public libraries within the state that contained
1) a guide to the services of the Blind and Physically
Handicapped library;2) a variety of catalogs applicable to the handicapped featuring such information
as aids and appliances available and; 3) a circular
about the services of the Visually I mpaired office.
The purpose is to further understanding and awareness of the needs of the handicapped and to increase
knowledge of the services of the Blind and Physically
Handicapped Library.

Bonnie L. Mulder, Lakeview Elementary School
librarian, Lincoln, NE (402) 432-1744. (office)
Lakeview Elementary School is in the process of
building a new library and Bonnie is working on a
project concerning the type of furniture that would
be most conducive to a learning situation for the
children. All aspects are being considered: portable
shelving, what color would be the best, should we
have any cha i r:s o~ ta b Ies 7-1=.l:lese-<il r-e-.on Ly--sOJua-of
the areas of planning that Bonnie is uncovering.
Steve Ooton, Nebraska Library Commission, Northern Network Coordinator. 2222 16th, Columbus,
NE 68101 (402) 563-1739.

Steve was a new participant as of Session II and
a new Library Commission employee. An on-going
project concerning librarians and libraries in the
Northern Network with emphasis on individual
assessment of each library program and personal
involvement is Steve's goal. He wants to work with
the staff of the library in each location - a continuous process.
Melba Herrmann, librarian, McCook Public Library,
McCook, NE 69001 (308) 345-1906

Melba has been conducting a needs assessment
survey of the Business and Professional men and
women in McCook in order to identify needed
library services. Melba will incorporate the results
of the survey into future library planning.
Barbara G. Johnson, NLC Institutional Library Consultant, 1420 P Street, Lincoln, NE (402) 471-2045
Barb's project is a newsletter, BRIDGE, that is
intended to bring I ibrary materials and people
together and to show that the library/librarian in an

"WE DID IT"
A standing ovation and greeting welcomed Grand
Island Public librarian, Roberta Lawrey to the
It
iJSl50tt
po lum on un ay, fS-prll 21, at t e
Memorial Library dedication. She exclaimed "We
did it" and mentioned that those words were
sounded also when the bond issue was passed.
Dr. Clarence Forsberg of the St. Paul Methodist
Church in Lincoln was the featured speaker and Miss
Charlotte Abbott related information about the
Abbott family.
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ON A LIMB OF THEIR OWN

Five libraries, ranging from a small high school to
an ivy league university, have been named winners
in the 1974 Library Buildings Award Program
sponsored by the American I nstitute of Architects,
the National Book Committee, and the American
Library Association.
Omaha's North Branch Library (Dana Larson
Roubal & Associates, Architects) is the recipient of
an Honor Award. The Monroe C. Gutman Library
at Harvard University and the Southdale Hennepin
Area Library, Minneapolis/are the two additional
honor award winners. Merit Awards were presented
to the Loyola-Notre Dame Library, Baltimore/and
the Library of Villa Angela Academy, Cleveland.
Certificates of award will be presented to the
librarians during the ALA conference in New York.
A photographic exhibit of the winning libraries will
be displayed at the Omaha Public Library, 18th and
Harney Streets, June 3 through June 28. Congratulations, Omaha!

Also, copies of all of the formal presentations of
all sessions are being duplicated on cassettes and
will be made available to interested parties in the
near future. A listing of the available presentations
will be featured in a later issue of Overtones,
including ordering details.

KANSAS CONFERENCE
Fort Hays Kansas State College announces the
Fifth Conference on Literature for Children and
Youth to be held June 10 - 14,1974. They will
feature presentations by Ezra Jack Keats, Caldecott
Award winner; the former director of Children's
Services at the New York Public Library, Augusta
Baker; Scott O'Dell, Newbery and Hans Christian
Anderson Award winner; and others.
Enrollment information and a more complete
program can be obtained by writing Mrs. Donna
Harsh, Ass't. Professor of Education at Fort Hays
Kansas State College. The out-of-state fee is $55.00.

MEDIA MENAGERIE

The UN-L Instruction Media Center recently
announced the Sixth Annual Instructional Development and Media Festival to be held June 19-20,
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. in the Centennial Room of
the UN-L Nebraska Union. Over 50 producers,
manufacturers, and distributors of learning resources
and materia Is wi II display and demonstrate new
material/equipment trends in educational technology.
Several three-screen productions will be brought
by the University of North Carolina, included are:
"The Devil's Trampling Ground," "Growing Up,
Growing Out, and Growing Old" and "Population
Education."
NOSTALGIA

Many participants and guests have been wondering
what will become of the group picture that was
taken on Thursday evening at ELSI Session III. The
latest word is that everyone that is in the picture
will have one mailed to them - no charge.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 13 - 16
National BPH Conference
Washington, D.C.
May 20, 21 and 22
UN-O Senior Citizen Celebration Days
Omaha, Nebraska
May 24
Nebraska Library Commisssion Meeting
1420 P Street, Lincoln

May 24
Coordinator/Consultant Meeting
NLC Headquarters, Lincoln
May 25
Statewide Advisory Council Meeting
1420 P Street, Lincoln
10 :00 a.lIl.

nlc
,
CLOSE-UP - BENE DURANT

Bene Durant, a petite individual with a vibrant
and multi-faceted personality, visited ELSI Session
III as a staff member of the Leadership Training
Institute (L TI) and as a friend. When one Library
Commission staff member was asked to describe
Bene she replied, "I saw her in so many different
lights ... she's friendly, bouncy, and also very sensitive and serious."

"Planning and Evaluation Handbook" and also conducts an annual meeting for the Directors
of the federally funded institutes. We share information about projects. COM-PAC is a kit that we have
developed that can be used as a workshop or minicourse that delves into the communcation process.
It's use isn't confined to institutes, it can be used in
staff meetings in a public library, in library schools
or other areas. An exchange program has also been
funded by our office, it provides an opportunity
for participants and staff to visit other projects to
hopefully gain beneficial information that would
help in their project or in future planning. Through
the institutes several things have been happening :
1) an increase in the recruitment and upward mobility of minorities; 2) an emphasis on the training of
para-professionals; 3) library school curriculums
have been revised and; 4) the librarians are starting
to learn more about related disciplines . . . sociology,
adult and continuing education, etc."

Bene explained that L TI is sponsored by the
Bureau of Libraries through a grant to Florida State
University, however, their main office is in Washington, D.C., " ... because of the human and library
resources that are located in Washington." The function of L TI is to work with the federally funded
library institutes to facilitate better communication
between the different institutes and to provide a
means for information sharing. As a field coordinator, Bene described some of L TI's activities and
responsibilities in the following interview.

Do you see any new trends developing?

"I usually do site visits to the institutes, to talk
with the director, the staff and the participants to
try and find out how it is run. We also want to know
the strengths and weaknesses so we can incorporate
them into better planning. L TI has developed a

"Yes, librarians are becoming attuned to outreach
... community awareness is developing. The emphasis has shifted and librarians are more willing to
relate to people. They're coming out of the stacks
and are becoming human beings."
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EMPATHETIC LIBRARY SERVICE INSTITUTE NEWSLETTER
PROFILE / ANNE MATHEWS
A considerable amount of time was spent at
ELSI, Session III, in individual sessions with core
group leaders, or in group work sessions with the
group leaders focusing attention on project goals
and questions. However, a few group sessions spotlighted resource people.
"Looking Again at Community Resources," was
the title of a presentation by Anne Mathews, one of
the resource people at Session III. She is Instructor
and Director of Public Relations at the Graduate
School of Librarianship - University of Denver. In
addition, Anne is the current president of the Colorado Library Association and has had a variety of
work experiences in both public and academic
libraries. The concepts Anne presented in the general meeting will be discussed in a later article. This
interview concerned her reactions to E LS I and to
Iibrariansh ip.
"Comfortable" was the word she used to describe
Session III, feel i ng that the people were i nteracti ng
well with each other and the climate was one of
readiness to a learning situation. A follow-up conference in six months or a year to determine if anything has been accomplished on the local level and
to see how the acquired skills are being used would
probably be of benefit, according to Anne. She
stated that as far as she knew there haven't been
many institutes that involved the time span that
ELSI did, i.e., the three separate sessions. This concept, she felt, may prove to be a useful and beneficial proto-type, to the profession as well as to the
participants.
When asked if she saw any significant developments occuring in the profession, Ms. Mathews
responded, "the whole thrust is to Continuing Education ... that's a healthy sign. We need to develop

new skills and concepts. This is starting at the
Library School level. The inter-disciplinary approach
is becoming popular, drawing on community colleges, management experts and others for specific
expertise and resources.
Advice for the very small public library that has
a limited budget relates to community involvement.
"A small community has some real advantages, you
can sometimes do things for free that people with
budgets wouldn't dare try. You can always talk to
the newspaper and other agencies on a one-to-one
basis and start sharing. The influential people are
well defined. Talk to them and tell them your
story ... if you're really doing something, the money
will come. You have to sell your library and convince people that you're a valuable resource."

SPEAK UP
Let us know about mailing label changes or errors.
If your library board or Trustee President has
changed within the last year, please notify us. Also,
if your librarian has changed, or you wish any corrections write to the editor of this communication.
We want to keep up-to-date. Thank You!

EVENTS CALENDAR
May 24, 1974
Nebraska Library Commission Meeting
1420 P Street, Lincoln 11 :00 a.m.
May 24, 1974
Coordinator/Consultant Meeting
1420 P Street, Lincoln 9:30 a.m.

May 25,1974
Statewide Advisory Council Meeting
1420 P Street 10:00 a.m.
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PROJECT EXCHANGE
Loreta Tiemann, Director, film department,
Bennett Martin Public Library. 14th and N Streets,
Lincoln, N E (402) 435-2146.
Loreta assembled a collection of films for optional viewing at ELSI Session III encompassing such
topics as Sexism, Racism and Agism. Her project
involved the selection of relevant films, so they
would augment participant's knowledge and awareness and currently involves an evaluation as to the
effectiveness of the film buffet.
Laura Berge, Coordinator, Nebraska Library
Commission Headquarters library; Scottsbluff PL.
(308) 632-4424.

I nter-library cooperation within the libraries in
the 11 county Panhandle is the goal of Laura. She
is interested in improving cooperation and finding
out from all types of libraries (public, school and
college) what their needs are and how they can
- - -t1t7rrr'k togetller to fill tile lIeeds.
Lucy Giron, Community Information Specialist,
Nebraska Library Commission. 1318 Avenue G,
Scottsbluff, NE 69361, (308) 635-2884.
As the description indicates, Lucy is involved
with working in the community to provide relevant
library service to the citizens in Scottsbluff and the
Panhandle. Lucy is attempting to provide additional
information to people within Scottsbluff County
that she visits regularly via a bi-monthly newsletter
of information concerning libraries and new,
relevant services.
Betty Werner, Director, Cozad Public Library,
Drawer C, Cozad, Nebraska. 69130. (308) 784-2019
Betty and her staff have for some time been working on extending library services to the elderly and
handicapped in Cozad. Community involvement has
been a key word; volunteers have been canvassing
the town, interviewing citizens in order to locate the
handicapped and elderly that would be in need of
delivery service as well as determining the types of
materials they need.
John R. Garrison, Director Southeast High School
Media Center Lincoln, NE, 37th and Van Dorn Sts.

(402) 489-5661.
Total staff involvement are the key words in
John's profect. He has been working on effective
use of the media staff in all areas; involving them in
planning and development. Another area of concentration is using the faculty to "sell" the media center program and potential to the entire staff. The
result being better knowledge and utilization of
resources.
Sister Agnes Gunther, St. Mary's High School,
O'Neill, Nebraska, 68763. (402) 336-2635.
Sister Agnes wants to recruit, screen, and choose
volunteers from students, parents, and retired persons within the community to work in the library.
The emphasis is on broadening the concept and services of the high school library.
MINIMUM WAGE EXTENDED TO
PUBLIC LIBRARY EMPLOYEES
Nonsupervlsory employees of public librar ies are
among some 5 million employees in the public sector newly covered by the minimum wage and overtime provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act,
with passage of the Fair Labor Standards Amendments of 1974, signed by President Nixon in April.
Under the last amendments to the Fair Labor
Standards Act (1966) the statutory minimum wage
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was raised to its present level of $1.60 an hour. At
that time, most employees of schools, hospitals,
colleges and universities, including library employees,
were covered for the first time, but public library
employees were not.
According to the 1974 amendments, the following minimum wage rates apply to those covered for
the first time in 1966 and to those newly covered
this year: $1.90 an hour beginning May 1, 1974;
$2.00 on January 1, 1975, $2.20 an hour January 1,
1976, and $2.30 after December 31,1976. For
workers covered before, a different schedu Ie appl ies.
Still different rates apply for agricultural workers.
The so-called "youth differential" provision
sought by the Administration, that would have
allowed employers to pay teenagers at a lower rate,
was not accepted by Congress and is not a part of
the new law. A number of provisions exist in the Fair
Labor Standards Act, however, which allow employers under certain conditions to pay students a lower
w.Jl.ge. For example, in accordance with specified
procedures established by the Labor Department, an
institution of higher education may employ students enrolled full-time in that institution at a
"student rate" (not less than 85 percent of the applicable minimum wage rate or $1.60 an hour, whichever is higher). The lower rate can also apply to a
student employed by his elementary or secondary
school, where such employment constitutes an
integral part of the regular educational program provided by the school.
Questions concerning the Fair Labor Standards
Act and its applicability to library employees are
best directed to the Wage and Hour Division of the
U.S. Department of Labor, which has offices in
about 300 cities across the country. Check your
telephone book, under U.S. Government, Department of Labor, Wage and Hour Division for the
nearest office. (from ALA Washington Newletterl

DIRECTOR'S COMMENTS:
Let's Look at Network Development, was the title
of the luncheon presentation by the N LC Director at
the 6 NLA Spring Meetings. Its emphasis was on the

developmental factors for the Local, the Regional,
the Regional TWX Libraries, the Network (MultiRegional planning unit) and the Library Commission
(as the backup state library agency). (The
(The paper itself, along with the compilation of comments on the five questions posed to Feedback
groups, will go to individual regional libraries for
information on basic steps taken and for consideration of questions and suggestions).
Participation in the multi-state or national consortia for communication and resource development
was implied only in discussing the flexibility the
state library agency must have (and is gaining)
through the development of regional strengths within the state. The State Advisory Council on Libraries,
and individual specialized committees, will be aiding
the Commission in analyzing present costs, strengths
and appropriate use of library resources, and in
recommending future programs. The Mountain
Plains Library Association has two Task Force
Priorities which concern member Nebraska:
Continuing Education Programs at a Regional Level,
and Program Development in terms of materials,
resources and people. The Bibliographical Center
for Research, Rocky Mountain Region, involves
Nebraska in a continuing contract for a location
source. Future commitments may lead to involvement in (1) a computer based program which could
bring centralized acquisition and cataloging services
for smaller libraries,and a variety of bibliographical
searching services for the larger libraries (NLC
has a tentative commitment on a computer
terminal); and (2) a possible membership in
the ACM (Association of Colleges of the Midwest)
Periodical Bank. A proposed SALINET (Satellite
Library Information Network) could
"improve individual and organizational capabilities
for accessing information ... " in the Rocky
Mountain I state area and possibly add ground
stations in North Dakota, South Dakota, Kansas
and Nebraska.
These developments, and others are in the works
and will require careful consideration in the coming
weeks. Comments, suggestions and questions will be
gratefully accepted for use with the committees and
the Commission.

nlc
School of Librarianship, University of Denver,
Denver, Colorado 80210.

PERIODICALS AVAILABLE

A Gomplete bound set of Nebraska Farmer and a
complete set of the Bulletin of the New York
Public Library is available to any library in
Nebraska that wishes to pay the shipping fee. If
interested, direct correspondence to : Louise Small,
Nebraska State Historical Library, 1500 R Street,
Lincoln. Telephone (402) 432-2793.

DENVER SCHOOL OF LlBRARIANSHIP

. . . announces a one-week workshop on Environmental Resources to be held June 20-26, 1974.
Participants should have experience as a librarian or
teacher and posses a master's degree or certification
in school librarianship or audio visual services.
Direct correspondence concerning this opportunity
to: Centennial Conference Center, Box 516, Denver, Colorado, 80210. (303) 753-3576.
and

CLEARINGHOUSE INFORMATION

The N LA Spring Meetings have recently been
completed and many librarians have become more
familiar with the Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse, thanks to the efforts of Susan Kling and
Brenda Clark, NPC staff members who travelled to
the various meeting locations. For your continued
interest and information, we've listed some new
publications that have been received by the Clearinghouse in the last few weeks .
BICENTENNIAL BROADSIDE Spring 1974. The
official publication of the Nebraska American Revolution Bicentennial Committee. Quarterly. 16 p.
Available from the issuing agency, A7400N002-74.
NEBRASKA FISHING GUIDE, 1974. Annually.
16 p. Available from Game and Parks Commission.
C1000H004-74.

------~~-=

a workshop on Utilization of On-Line "computerized
Bibliographic Retrieval Systems, to be held at DU on
June 24-28, 1974. For complete information contact : Assistant Dean James K. Foyle, Graduate

LET'S DO SOMETHING ABOUT OUR ENVIRONMENT. By Janet Wilson. Available from University
of Nebraska-Lincoln Agricultural Cooperative
Extension Service. 1973. To request from issuing
agency, ask for no. EC 74-2035. U2250H 052-7 3.
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EMPATHETIC LIBRARY SERVICE INSTITUTE NEWSLETTER
SPRING MEETING FEEDBACK SESSIONS

At each of the six N LA network meetings, the
librarians, trustees, and others in attendance had an
opportunity to voice their opinions about specified
questions that were distributed to "feedback"
groups. Three of the questions and some selected
responses follow:
Q: (a) What is general consensus on the role of
the Library Commission in relation to the individual library in the state? (b) What about statewide services such as films, single picture lending,
documents? (c) Are these effective? (d) Are
there recommendations, questions or suggestions?
A:

The Commission should be central coordinator
of library resources, a referral center for all
libraries in the state and maintain only special
collections which other libraries cannot provide.
The Commission shouldn't duplicate what is
available elsewhere in the state.

Q:

(a) What does the Network mean to people?
(b) What could it mean?

A:

The goal should be as nearly as possible, for
all citizens of Nebraska to have equal access to
all library materials in the state.

Q:

(a) What is seen as the local library role in
terms of gaining adequate local support to begin
meeting minimum standards? (b) What suggestions are there for state aid in terms of improvement of the library's service role? (c) What are the
special needs in terms of aging, handicapped,
ethnic, racial, etc. groups in the area that will
require some federal assistance?

A:

The local librarian and trustees must first be
totally informed before they can work for better
local support for meeting minimum standards they must be dedicated to the need or everything
just remains static.

Volume 1 Number 23
The Library Commission should promote
minimum standards and the need to upgrade
libraries. The NLA must also take a leadership
role in promotion. Trustees must be encouraged
to take an active role in the Association, regional
wo rkshops, etc.

Trustees must do more in the way of promoting the local library. Several trustees stated the
importance of informing the mayor or council
that trustee appointment should be more than
a political honor.
Some discussion concerned using state aid to
provide services to the unserved - service means
more than just another staff member or a few
reference books. The ELSI influence is penetrating with individual oriented service.
REFRESHER COURSE

The following cassette tapes are available to
ELSI participants. For more information, or to
obtain details concerning the tapes, contact Mr. Jim
Smith, Nebraska Library Commission, 1420 P
Street, Lincoln.
SESSION I
1. Available in entirety - not edited.
SESSION II
2. Introductions
3. Dr. Winters / Dr. Sybouts
4. Dr. Sybouts (continued)
5. Dr. G laess
6. Minority Groups / Luncheon Program
SESSION III
7. Introductions / Anne Mathews
8. Anne Mathews (continued) / Don Leuenberger
9. Chester Johnson / Gary Sherman
10. Awards Dinner / Trading Post - Rod Wagner
11. Trading Post / Don Leuenberger
12. Trading Post / Anne Mathews / Dr. Sybouts
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ELSI PROJECT EXCHANGE
Morel Fry, Mari Sandoz Network Coordinator,
Nebraska Library Commission. 611 Norris Ave.
Number 12, McCook, NE 69001. (308) 345-3140
office.

Morel, as coordinator of the Mari Sandoz Network,
locates her office in the McCook Public Library.
She is working closely with Melba Herrmann,
McCook Public librarian on the survey of the
business and professional community in McCook
in order to determine their specific library needs
and incorporate the needs into library planning.
Nancy Wiederspan, Community Information
Specialist, NLC,and Overtones editor. 1420 P
Street, Lincoln, NE (402) 471-2045.

A developmental library project involving a
county nursing home has been the main thrust of
this r'
In''
as a beginning effort to determine the library needs
of the residents. From this initial step, a library has
been established as well as complimentary library
programs within the nursing home.
Bonnie Bothe, Lincoln East High School Media
Center Librarian. (402) 489-5892, office.

Creation of a volunteer program beginning with
parent volunteers, is Bonnie's goal. After a base has
been established she would like to incorporate
other volunteers, perhaps senior citizens or other
community residents. The need has been established.
There aren't as many student assistants as there have
been in past years, nor are there as many student
teachers so to continue quality library services,
additional people are needed. Packets of taskoriented materials are being developed in order
that the volunteer may learn the specific task from
the packet and Bonnie will be free to provide
supportive services.

ELSI NOTES
Mr. John Schere, ELSI Director, has recently
received confirmation from Mr. Frank Stevens,
(United States Office of Education, Title II-B

Director) that Nebraska will be given an extension
on the institute funding to allow for an ELSI evaluation to be conducted during the next year.
What does this mean? This will allow the core
group leaders to continue to work with the participants through the next year; helping them implement their proposals, culminating in a conference
in the spring of 1975 to evaluate and share their
successes and concerns.

COLLECTIONS PUBLICATION
The publication, "Special, Unique, or Comprehensive Collections Located in Nebraska Libraries"
will be available for distribution early in June,
1974.
Copies will be sent to all public libraries, all
college, university, community college and
technical college libraries, to all Educational Service nits, an to ate special Ii ranes Inclu-.--e-.----~
in the publication. Anyone else wishing a copy of
this publication may request it from:
Nebraska Library Commission
Attention: Do Lessenhop
1420 P Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
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STATE SUPPORTED COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY LIBRARIANS MEETING MAY 20, 1974

COMMITTEE APPROVES WHITE HOUSE
CONFERENCE ON LIBRARIES

The Directors from the Chadron State College
Library (Reta King); Kearney State College Library
(Ron Martin); Peru State College Library (Faye
Brandt); Wayne State College Library (Charles
Stelling); UN-L Libraries (Adam Breckenridge and
Dean Waddel); UN-O Library (John Christ); and
UN Medical Center Library (David Bishop) met with
the N LC Director to consider mutual interests,
programs, and funding. The agenda featured Roles;
Statewide Services; Networks; Cooperation; and
Budgeting. While this first meeting was an introductory one on issues, staffing and costs, there
were two major recommendations for immediate
action:
1. The State's Commitment to Library Services
through its Colleges, Universities, and Library
Commission: A Seminar, November, 1974.

The House Education and Labor Committee
recently gave overwhelming bipartisan support to a
bill which would authorize a White House Conference on Libraries and I nformation Services in 1977.

The Commission will develop a plan, using
John Christ, (UN-O) as Chief Adviser, and
circulate materials for inclusion in the session.
Participants will include member institutions,
their administrative representatives, state fiscal
officers, planning counselors, etc.The emphasis
will be on short range and long range plans,
agreement on roles, and realistic funding.
2. A Real istic Appraisal of Appropriate State
College and State University Library Resources
and Services: Governor' s Conference, 1975.
This would be a follow-up to the November
meeting and should result in policy statements on individual roles and goals.
Jane Geske, N LC Director

The approved bill calls on the President to convene a 1977 Conference under the direction of the
National Commission on Libraries and Information
Science. The bill also provides for a 28 member
advisory board, consisting of experts from the
library and information fields, members of the pubIic, Congressmen, Senators, and representatives of
local, state and federal governments to assist in
planning the Conference.
Congressman John Brademas (D. - Ind.), sponsor
of the bill said, "We believe that the Conference
will be an excellent forum in which to discuss the
role of IibraFies in American life."
Next the Committee must issue its report on the
bill, and then the full House of Representatives
must vote on the measure. Every member of the
House of Representatives shou Id be contacted to be
certain he understands at least some of the ways this
legislation can benefit your community, Nebraska
as well as nationwide library services. For further
information: contact the Select Subcommittee on
Education (202) 225-5954.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
July 4 - 6, 1974

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
Nebraskan, Rod Swartz, Deputy Director of the
National Commission on Libraries and Information
Science, has won a Fulbright award to teach in
Finland, and a Council on Library Resources grant
to study West Germany's national networking
efforts. Many will remember meeting Mr. Swartz
at the NLA annual convention in the fall of 1973.

ALA Preconference
Waldorf-Astoria
New York City

July 7 - 13, 1974
ALA Annual Convention
New York City

nlc
NATIONAL BOOK AWARDS:

Top Honor Books of 1973, selected by the Chicago
Book Clinic.

For a complete listing of all the nominees for
the National Book Awards, check Library Journal,
June 1. We have included only the winners.
Fiction: Gravity's Rainbow and Crown of Feathers
Poetry: The Fall of America and Diving into the
Wreck
Translation: The Confessions of Lady Nijo and
The Tragic Sense of Life and Alternating Current
Arts and Letters: Deeper I nto Movies
Contemporary Affairs: The Briar Patch
Children's: The Court of the Stone Children
History: Macaulay: The Shaping of the Historian
Biography: Malcolm Lowry
Philosophy and Religion: Edward Husserl: Philosopher of Infinite Tasks

The National Medal of Literature was presented
to Vladimir Nabokov, who received $10,000 and a
medallion.
-

EXI "BIT AVAIl: ~A'ft::tRES--N-e-s-RASKA
BOOK
Willa Cather: A Pictorial Memoir, photographs by
Lucia Woods and others, text by Bernice Siote
(University of Nebraska Press, $15.00), is among the

These books wi II circulate throughout the
country during 1974 in three traveling exhibits,
beginning with the Chicago Public Library in May.
Contact the Chcago Book Clinic, 18 South Michigan
Avenue, Chicago, I 11.,60603, for scheduling information. The free display consists of 51 books.
Top Honor Books are chosen for their "general
excellence in the bookmaking art."
ATTENTION: ALA CONFEREES

A preconference entitled, "An Architectural
Strategy for Change : Remodeling and Expanding
for Contemporary Public Library Needs," will
be held on July 4 - 6,1974, at the Wa ldorf-Astoria
Hotel in New York City.
Public librarians will have an opportunity to
consider the basic problems involved in remodeling
od expand..ing. 8Xlsti.og-stJ:.uctures to accommodate
changing patterns of library and media services.

For a more complete account of the program
contact John Schere at the Nebraska Library Commission or Donald Hammer, Library Administration Division, ALA, 50 East Huron, Chicago, 60611.
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SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

Volume 1 Number 24

(1) Using larger type for the subject, author and
title entries in the card catalog.
(2) Illumination - nearly all older people need
about 50% more illumination as the iris actually atrophies.

The Gerontology Program, a relatively new program
within the College of Public Affairs and Community
Service (CPACS) at the University of Nebraska at
Omaha, has been and is working on developing
Gary mentioned these areas and also cautioned
some interesting concepts that are relevant to every
not to overlook the physical barriers that are often
community. According to Gary Ross, instructor of
present. Something to think about.
Social Gerontology, the Gerontology Program
attempts to provide technical service to the commuIMPORTANT: ADULT FICTION RELOCATION
nity on an educational level, as well as to be involved
in the education of professionals within the field.
The Nebraska Library Commission's adult fiction
collection has been transferred to the North Platte
One method they are using to provide community
assistance is a slide/tape presentation, "Sensory
Public Library. All requests will continue to be sent
Deprivation Simulation" that simulates the changes
to the N LC for Union Catalog locations, however,
that occur in hearing and vision as a result of the
the Nebraska Library Commission will not be able
normal aging process. The reason for developing this
to supply adult fiction from its own collection any
slide/tape was because of the "social myths surlonger. For questions or additional information,
rounding senility." Gary explained that many people
contact: Do Lessenhop, NLC, 1420 P Street, Lincoln,
assume that if an older person seems disoriented
NE 68508
and confused, they are senile, when in fact this is
usually not the case. More often this behavior results
from hearing or vision problems.
Gary was asked what implications, if any, their
findings have for libraries. In response, he stated
that red, yellow and orange are the colors most
clearly seen by persons with visual problems and it
would help if directional and informational signs of
all types within the library could be one of those
colors with bold, black printing. Another problem
is frequently with the call numbers on the ends of
the stacks - often small and on a light background.
One suggestion was to consider using an orange
background with black lettering to facilitate visibility of the call numbers.
Other points of consideration could be:

Jane Kennedy, Southeastern Network Coordinator, died Sunday,
June 9, 1974, after being hospitalized the past few weeks. The following message expresses the feelings of
all who knew her.
We and our area libraries wish to extend our
sympathy and condo lances to your staff and also
the family of Jane Kennedy. We found her to be
a lovely, congenial and helpful coordinator and
she will be sadly missed.
- The Fairbury Public Library Staff.
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ELSI PROJECT EXCHANGE
Jerry Kaup, Director, Public Library System
1027 Grant Street, Holdrege, NE 68949
(308) 995-5722

As a result of the I nstitute, Jerry Kaup has
designed and administered questionnaires and
interviews to determine the needs of businessmen
and people in nursing homes. He has also begun an
extensive public relations program to assess needs
of people in the South Central region, as well as to
utilize this as a means of promoting library contact.
Plans call for hiring a part-time person to coordinate
nursing home services, and a needs assessment of job
oriented individuals. A recently approved proposal
for the use of LSCA funds will facilitate large
print book purchases.
Shirley Flack, Director Scottsbluff Public Library
!>---~,",=",.,..,.1809 Third Avenue, Scottsbluff, NE 69361
(308) 632-2459

Shirley designed a questionnaire for assessing the
needs of library users along with an agency evaluation survey and a user, non-user, assessment evaluation survey. Results will be analyzed and a plan of
action decided upon, for each area. As a result of
Mrs. Flack's participation in the I nstitute other city
departments have been exploring needs assessment,
action planning and implementation as an approach
to servi ng the needs of their cl ients.
Eunice Parrish, Tecumseh Public School Librarian
928 North 3rd Street, Tecumseh, NE 68450
(402) 335-2978

Eunice's project goal was to obtain additional
space, to delete and replace film strips, and to prepare an information catalog for use by staff and
students.
Barbara Shattuck, Volunteer at the Norfolk Public
Library, 2209 Madison, Norfolk, NE
(402) 371-5023

I nvolving volunteer workers in assisting senior
citizens through library services is Barb's project. A
needs assessment has been completed and she is now
working through her evaluation. Barbara has a file

that contains cards on which she has indicated the
interests and availability of volunteers, and interests
and needs of elderly Norfolk residents. She hopes to
match interests and needs in an attempt to deliver
personalized library services.
WASHINGTON - BPH NOTES

The ninth National Conference on Library Service
for the Blind and Physically Handicapped was held
in Washington D.C. last month. Frances Warnsholz
Director of Nebraska's Regional BPH library and o~e
of the Nebraska delegates, outlined some of the
major points discussed at this year's meeting.
Volunteers and their part in BPH service were
discussed, specifically in terms of expanding and
refining their role. Other main topics of concern
were: network participation, more emphasis on
seeking users other than visually handicapped, and
ays of b r i ngmfH-he-B£J::Lprogr:arruno.r.aclo.sel¥-l·uJ.J..l-_
the general library program.
I n addition, ideas for five-year projections were:
all books to be produced at 15/16, 4-track, (previously 1 7/8, 2-track), 4-track cassettes, magazines
on flexible discs, direct mail from the Library of
Congress, and pursuing the possibilities of combination cassette and record players.
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BLIND AND PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED
LIBRARY SHIFTS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
June 21, 1974, Friday
Metropolitan Advisory Council, North Branch
Library, 29th and Ames, 1 :00 p.m., Omaha, NE
July 7-13, 1974
American Library Association, Convention,
New York City

The Library for the BI ind and Physically Handicapped (BPH) is moving! The Nebraska Library
Commission Headquarters will now house all Lincoln
operations, including the Library for the the BPH.
Please direct all correspondance to 1420 P Street,
thank you.

NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION GRANT AWARDS
The Nebraska Library Commission is awarding grants to the following projects, as a result of the released 1972-73 Library
Services and Construction Act funds.
This action is based upon (1) the goals established in the Long Range User Program, People Serving People, (2) proposals to
meet the goals (as submitted by the six Network Advisory Councils), and (3) basic approval granted by the State Advisory
Council on Libraries Session, May 25,1974. Comments from Council members are being worked into the grant letters and will
be used to evaluate the programs.

LIBRARY

NAME OF PROJECT
PROJECT TYPE
Physically
Handicapped

GRANT
AMOUNT
$15,798

LENGTH OF
PROJECT
1 year

South Central Regional Library
(for all of Central Network)

"Services for Large Print and
Talking Book Oriented
Individuals"

Central Network

"Workshop Series"

Career Education

Pawnee Regional/Lewis & Clark
Regional Library (for all of
Northern Network)

"Outreach Program for Residential Service Individuals"

Disadvantaged

Northern Network

"Mini-Course in Library
Service, 1974"

Career Education

George W. Norris Regional
Library

"Direct Residential Library
Services"

Disadvantaged

$15,000

1 year

Upper Sandhills Regional Library
(for all of Sandhills)

"Services to the Elderly, Physically and Visually Handicapped"

Aging, Physically
Handicapped

$10,000

1 year

Mari Sandoz Network

"Workshop Series"

Career Education

Metropo I itan Network

"Filmstrip-Cassette, SlideTape Production"

Early Childhood Education

$22,591

Metrop01itan Network

"Story-Hour Demonstrations"

Early Childhood Education

$1,500

3 months

$6,000

3 months

$9,732

1 year

$17,650

1 year

$6,352

$4,300

2 months

6 months
1 year

Metropolitan Network

"Mini-Course in Librarianship"

Career Education

North West Nebraska Regional
Library

"Services to the Institutionalized
Patron"

Institutionalized

Panhandle Network

"Mini-Workshops for Library
Trustees"

Career Education

$550

2 months

Panhandle Network

"Community Human Resources
File"

Library Resources

$200

1 year

Southeast Nebraska MultiRegional Library Network

"In-Service Training Workshops"

Career Education

$6,276

1 year

Southeast Nebraska MultiRegional Library Network

"Use of Audio Material in the
Public Library"

Library Resources $27,212

1 year

$22,737

1 year

nlc
RECYCLE . .. REUSE ... RECYCLE . .. REUSE

Civilization has survived many crises in its first
million years. This may well be its last century,
however, unless mankind rises to the challenge of its
ultimate crisis: the death of planet earth.
Libraries can become vital forces in a drive to
meet this ultimate challenge by attacking the most
urgent immediate threat: public ignorance. This
ignorance remains widespread despite a continuing
tide of ominous warnings: the "energy crisis,"
shortage-inspired inflation, scattered shortages of
food, paper, plastics, agricultural chemicals, building
materials, metals and a growing list of other commodities.
Libraries have at their command many tools conventional and otherwise _ with which to attack

showings, public lectures, debates, workshops, all
deal ing whenever possible with local issues and
interests as well as with national and international
implications.
They might also consider becoming directly
involved themselves - by, for example, sponsoring
local recycling programs or other conservation efforts.
This direct-action program could include efforts to
reduce waste within the library's own operation as
well. Car pooling, closer regulation of heating and
cooling systems, elimination of superfluous lighting,
recycling of discarded newspapers and office waste
paper - these are but a few of the simple conservation measures which can produce meaningful savings
of not only natural resources, but money as well.
(The Library Commission has saved more than $150
this year alone by reusing book mailers, boxes, and
other packaging materials, for example).

this ignorance. Books, periodicals, films (and other
AV materials) are available representing a great diverThe extent and nature of participation by
sity of approaches, viewpoints, and levels of comlibraries in a concerted drive to save the earth will
plexity. These can form the nucleus 0 both--Cir:cu=- _~ bean impot:tan factor io the success or falluc.e of
lating and reference/research collections, and can be
this effort. Obviously, available resources will vary
of great value in the total educational effort.
from one library to the next, but in view of the
stakes involved - the very survival of our civilizaTh is shou Id not, however, represent the library's
tion - none can afford to do nothing.
total involvement; the urgency and magnitude of
the problem demand extraordinary effort. Libraries
Vern Buis
might consider, for example,sponsoring public film
Nebraska Library Commission Staff Member

~Y,~. -....

....
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OUT OF THIS WORLD

A satellite parked high above the earth may soon
bridge the gap that exists in our sparsely settled
areas of the West, between what people need and
want to know and the nearest point for finding the
information.
A group meeting in Denver recently described
plans to use the world's most powerful communications satellite as an extension of local library
resources for residents of 12 mountain and plains
states.
Dr. Margaret Knox Goggin, dean of the DU
Graduate School of Librarianship, is principal
investigator on the library program.
The national space agency, the multi-state
Federation of Rocky Mountain States, and several
library-oriented groups serving the area will pool
their expertise and resources in the program, which
will begin planning late thie year. The project bears
the acronym of SALINET - Satellite Library
I nformation Network.
Also taking part in the SALINET program are
the Bibliographical Center for Research, Rocky
Mountain Region, and the Mountain-Plains Library
Association.
The proposed program will utilize 56 satellite
ground stations which will be in place as part of
the Federation's satellite technology demonstrations.
Twenty participating libraries in the states of
North and South Dakota, Nebraska and Kansas will
be added to complete a 12-state test bed representing all categories of libraries.
With the involvement of all these points, the
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library information project hopes to accomplish
three primary goals:
1. To improve individual and organizational
capacities for getting information.
2. To demonstrate and test cost effectiveness
in using technological advances to disseminate
information.
3. To develop user "markets" for information
utilizing satellite distribution.
The proposed satellite program will also be used
to train librarians, both at a professional and paraprofessional level. I n-service training will be aimed
at helping librarians better assist their patrons in
getting information.
If the satellite is used to its full potential Dean
Goggin believes the population of the entire Rocky
Mountain and plains region will benefit tremendously. The combined resources of major
libraries - and two major universities will be
shared instantly with communities and residents
of the region in a manner never before believed
possible, all via a satellite hovering 22,300 miles
above the earth.
ANNOUNCING . .. ANNOUNCING . ..
. .. Fellowship for Education in Librarianship -1974-

75 Academic Year and 1975 Summer Session at the
University of North Carolina at Greensboro.
Further information and application materials
are available from: Mrs. Mary Frances Johnson,
Associate Professor, School of Education, University
of North Carolina, Greensboro, N.C. 27412. Telephone: (919) 379-5474. Completed applications
must be postmarked by July 24, 1974.

NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION / 1420 "P" STREET / LINCOLN, NE 68508/402471-2045

ELSI PROJECT EXCHANGE
Marvin Kraenow, Associate Dean, Learning
Resources Center, Platte College, Columbus,
Nebraska. (402) 564-7132.

Mr. Kraenow had the faculty members of Platte
Community College complete a questionnaire that
concerned the extent to wh ich the Center was
meeting their needs along with suggestions for
improving service. The results were tabulated and
five key areas of concern were identified.
A program is being implemented to answer these
concerns and Mr. Kraenow is now working on an
evaluation to see if the needs have, in fact, been met.

Talking book processing
CONGRATULATIONS

Lois Heldt, Media Specialist, Yutan Public Schools
Yutan, Nebraska, 68073 (402) 625-2851

. .. to Elkhorn Public Library. They requested and
received $200 in revenue sharing funds to be used
for new shelving .

On the completion of a survey to staff and
students Lois zeroed in on working with the 6th
raQ~J:.S-tG,..h€1 j;J tl:lern I:I-ti.l~f~0-teffi-ial--e:F-~~-A"MESSAGEI-o-FtEGtONALIWX 1:1 BRAR I E
the school Media Center. In addition, Lois is planning to develop a library skills manual and to give
Space does not permit the inclusion of all the
more attention to non-print material.
expressions of appreciation we receive from librarians
NEVER A DULL MOMENT

The Library for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped and Nebraska Library Commission
have joined forces. Headquarters for both operations
are now located at 1420 P Street, Lincoln.

in the state regarding your fine services. Suffice to
say that they, and we think you're great!
Jane P. Geske, Director
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Shelving chaos during moving

U.S. GOVERNMENT FILM CATALOGS

Educations Purposes to Schools, Civic Groups,
Churches, Television, 1973. U.S. Dept. of Agri-

The Library Commission's U.S. Government
Publications collection contains the following catalogs that are available to Nebraska libraries through
regular Inter-I ibrary loan procedures.

culture. Forest Service. (FS-31) revised Dec.
1972. 34 p. No price listed. SuDoc. A 13.55:973

When ordering please include title and SuDoc
number. For your own permanent copy, you can
order directly from the Kansas City Government
Printing Office (GPO) Bookstore, Room 144,
Federal Office Building, 601 E. 12th Street, Kansas
City, Missouri 64106. (816) 374-2160. Pre-payment
is necessary when ordering any government document. Make your check payable to the Superintendent of Documents.
1. AOA Catalog of Films on Aging. U.S. Dept. of
Health, Education, and Welfare. Administration
on Aging. DHEW Publication (5RS) 73-20277,
1973. 59p. 60 cents from U.S. Gov't Printing
Office, 40 cents from G PO Bookstore. SI N 176200071 . SuDoc. HE 17.302 : F 48

2. Bimonthly List of Publications and Visuals.
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture. Office of Communication. (issued bimonthly) . No price listed. 4 p.
SuDoc.A21.6/5 :
3. FAA Film Catalog, for Public Use, 1973. U.S.
Dept. of Transportation. Federal Aviation Admin.
1973. 20p. No price listed. SuDoc. TO 4.2:F 48/973

4. Film Fare, A Catalogue of Films and Filmstrips.
U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development.
Office of Public Affairs. February 1973. 55 p.
No price listed . SuDoc. HH 1.2 : F 48

5. Films and Other Materials for Projection, Combined Issue, October 1972 - June 1973. U.S.

Library of Congress. 1974 (quarterly with annual
cumulation) 715 p. $25.00 per year. SuDoc. LC

30.8/4:
6. Films Suitable for Head Start Child Development Programs. U.S. Dept. of Health, Education,
and Welfare. Office of Child Development. 1973.
8 p. DHEW Publication No. (OCD) 73-1039. No
pr ice listed. SuDoc. HE 21 .202 : F 48/973

7. Forest Service Films Available on Loan for

8. Health Careers Film Guide. U.S. Dept. of Health,
Education, and Welfare, National I nstitutes of
Health. DHEW Publication No. (NIH) 72-306.
1972.29 p. 35 cents SIN 1741-00047 SuDoc.
HE 20.3108:C 18 .

9. Motion Pictures and Filmstrips, Catalog of
Copyright Entries: Third Series, Vol. 26, Parts 1213. (semiannual) U.S. Library of Congress.

approx. 100 p. $5.00 per year. SuDoc. LC 3.6/5:
v.26/pt. 12-13/no. 1 & 2
10. National Medical Audiovisual Center Motion
Picture and Videotape Catalog, Selected Audiovisuals for the Health Scientist, 1973. U.S. Dept.
of Health, Education, and Welfare. National
Library of Medicine. DHEW Publication No.
(NIH) 74-506.1973. 180 p. $1.95 SuDoc.
HE 20.3608/4 :973
11. What's New on Smoking in Print and on Film.
U.S. Dept. of Health, Education, and Welfare.
Center for Disease Control. DHEW Publication
No. (CDC) 74-8729 revised August 1973. 14 p.
25 cents SIN 1723-00074 SuDoc. HE 20.7002:Sm7
ADVISORY COMMITTEE FORMATION

The Nebraska Publication Clearinghouse is in
the process of organizing an Advisory Committee
to assist in the planning and establishment of state
document depositories throughout Nebraska, as
well as other tasks.
Those individuals interested in being part of this
committee should be able to attend the first meeting (tentatively scheduled for early August) in
Lincoln. Regrettably, there are no funds available to
incur the transportation or meal costs. If you are
interested please call or write:
Susan Kling, Supervisor
Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse
1420 P Street, Lincoln 68508
(402) 471-2045 TWX 910-621 -8119

nlc
BOOKLET MAILED
The Birth Defects Prevention Program of the
Nebraska State Department of Health has recently
published an eight page booklet to provide information on the services available through the Prevention Program.
I n order to increase awareness of the general
public about the Birth Defects Program booklet,
copies are being mailed to all public libraries in
Nebraska.
Although the number of booklets is limited, they
are free and can be obtained by writing the Nebraska
Birth Defects Prevention Program, State Department of Health, 1003 "0" St., Lincoln, or by calling
(402) 471-2240.

AWARENESS RAISING

workshop will be held on Tuesday, July 9, 1974.
For further information contact: Mrs. Melba
Herrmann, McCook Public Library Director ..

WATCH FOR TH IS!!!

Overtones is beginning a new service to
assist prospective employees with the
listing of employment openings in Nebraska
libraries. Let us know of your vacancies
and any vital information you wish to
include.
Beatrice Public library
Director vacancy to be filled September
1, 1974. M. L.S. and administrative experience
preferred. Apply to: Personnel Committee,
Beatrice Public Library, Box 117, Beatrice,
NE.

The McCook Public Library is sponsoring a work_t--UriliLersity MedicaLCeoteL
- shop for liBrarians, nursing nome directors, and
Librarian position open at Meyer
activity directors from communities surrounding
Children's Rehabilitation Institue, 444 S.
McCook.
44th St., Omaha, 68131. Bachelor's degree
The major emphasis of the workshop will be
plus library experience; or Bachelor's and
exploring the special needs of residential service
12 hours Library Science. Apply to
individuals as well as information concerning the
Dr. Edward LaCrosse.
Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse. The all-day
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Several key concepts were outlined by Mrs. Shirley
Flack, one of the Nebraska participants at the
"Administration of Library Systems" workshop
held last month in Denver.
Representatives from Alabama, Virginia, Indiana,
Wisconsin, Kansas, Colorado, Arizona, and Montana,
(to mention a few) pooled their thoughts and energies
to discuss a variety of public library "systems" in a
multitude of developmental stages.
Each state has features unique to their area, but
basic system similarities such as a need for local
support from rural areas were also mentioned.
According to Shirley, "The Union Catalog looks
good ... many states don't have it, or anything
really as efficient." She continued to explain that
many states use a searching technique that resembles
a "domino theory." The libraries have a systematic
process of searching one library then another in a
progression, but no centra Iized one-stop catalog.
The legal statutes pertaining to libraries vary
considerably from state to state. That's another
point that surfaced, along with the idea that uniform library laws·are something to work for.
Complementing the "nitty-gritty" library
problems were other topics of discussion: "Communications: Feelings and Attitudes," "Active Listening"
and "Non-traditional Services of Libraries." For
additional information contact: the Nebrask@ workshop representatives : Ms. Paula Smith, Hastings PL;
Mrs. Lucky Waugh, Norfolk PL; Miss Bobbie Lawrey,
Grand Island PL; or Mrs. Shirley Flack, Scottsbluff PL.

FILM SERVICE: A COMMENT
Due to the Nebraska Library Commission film

Volume 1 Number 26

contract with Lincoln City Libraries expiring, the
joint Nebraska Library Association-Nebraska
Educational Media Association Ad Hoc film
committee is now in the process of investigating an
alternative film service. We'll keep you posted on
new developments.

D.E.C. FILMS
The Nebraska Department of Environmental
Control has recently notified the Library Commission of 13 films on air, water and land pollution
that are available free of charge to the public. To
request a particular film contact: Sharon Wherry,
Pub Iic I nformation, Department of Environmental
Control, Box 94653, State House, Lincoln, NE
68509.

Air:

"The Slow Guillotine" - urges citizen
action, overview
"Air Pollution" - an overview of the
problem
"Air Pollution: A First Film" - health
effects
"Air Pollution and Plant Life"
"Problems of Conservation: Air" - general
"The Second Pollution" - ex. of what is
being done to control air pollution
General: "Environment" - role playing
" Little Man, Big City" urges citizen action
"The Gifts" - general
"Urbanissimo" - the effect of progress on
environment
Solid Waste: "Operation Responsible: Safe Refuse
Co Ilection"
"Sanitary Landfill: One-Part Earth to
Four-Parts Refuse"
"The Key to Progress" - community
action to get a sewage plant

NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION /1420 "P" STREET / LINCOLN, NE 68508/402471-2045

A CLOSER LOOK
The Third Annual "Governor's Conference on
Human Resource Development" was held this past
spring in Columbus, Nebraska. Recently, a report
of the conference was published. Some of the
problems and recommendations have a direct
relationship to libraries in Nebraska.
Revenue sharing, delivery systems for services
duplication of services, resources, and coordination
of agencies were headliner topics of concern at this
year's conference. Let's take a closer look at some
of the problems.
Problem: A number of agencies (including libraries)

seem to lack sufficient financial resources.
Recommendation: State government should

encourage local governments to consider human
services as having the same priority as other
activities financed by revenue sharing monies.
Problem: Local agencies are restricted by the
Feauefflt iC15Feeess.
Recommendation: Many restrictions are imposed
by federal officials, however if state agencies
impose restriction, they should seek input
from the local level to be sure the restrictions
are real istic.
Problem: Communication. Local agencies do not
adequately communicate with one another.
Recommendation: Develop a local "planning
forum."
Problem: State agencies do not properly communicate information to the local agencies.
Recommendation: Develop a communication
vehicle between local and state officials to
prevent this problem.
Problem: Local and state agencies fail to get broad
based input from local people as they are
developing plans and programs.
Recommendation: Local and state agencies should
structure planning processes so they are certain they are getting input from all elements
of the community.
Problem: I nadequate follow-up on service recipients.
Recommendation: Perhaps, the most effective way
to insure adequate follow-up is for local
agencies to work together in a cooperative

relationsh ip.
The problem most frequently mentioned was the
difficulty agencies have in coordinating their
activities. The recommendation was for the Governor and/or Legislature to establish common substate regions in which all human resource programs
would operate. The participants also felt that it is
vital for state government to take the lead in
establishing the regions.

CONGRATULATIONS
. .. to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln on the
appointment of Dr. G. A. Rudolph, as Dean of
University Libraries (UN-L). Dr. Rudolph, was
formerly Director of Libraries at Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University. Mr. Dean Waddel is
currently serving as Acting Director.

FOCUS ON: METROPOLITAN NETWORK
You may think Dodge, Douglas, Sarpy, Saunders
and Washington counties have little more in common
than their geographic location. If so, you're wrong.
They have one more very important thing in common - the Nebraska Library Commission's
Metropolitan Network Coordinator, Mrs. Richard
A. (Fern) Heim.
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Mrs. Heim traverses the 8,247 square miles
working with libraries of all types, 22 public
libraries, college and university libraries and school
media centers. Her main goal, the same goal as many
people within the network,is to try and establish
first class I ibrary service for everyone in the area.
"This can be accomplished best by encouraging the
libraries to take advantage of the Regional and
Network services provided through Omaha Public
Library - the regional library," Fern commented.
Some real concerns were also expressed as the
coordinator continued to talk about her area. "Getting' adequate local tax support for the small libraries
to be open enough hours to benefit the community
is one of the problems. Another is determining
how we can best inform the public about the many
services provided by the local library. Survival of
the very small I ibrary is a yet another concern in
this area because of the proximity of major metropolitan libraries." She added that many librarians
have been using the energy crisis as a means of
impressing upon people the convenience of using
their own local library thus conserving both time
and gasoline.
Mrs. Heim was asked how she handles the various
problems. "I f the people themselves are going to
benefit, then they are usually more willing to give
local tax support. So, I work with the library board
and the librarian in helping them to present substantial budgeting information to their city councils.
We also try to sponsor in-service training sessions
throughout the network and encourage I ibrarians to
attend. I ndirectly, this too can bring about better
library service to the community."
A varied library career, beginning as a librarian at
the University of Nebraska Chemistry Department
and Love Library, Fern later worked as Research
Librarian at the B.F. Goodrich Research Center in
Akron, Ohion. On returning to Lincoln, Fern first
worked part-time with the Library Commission then
began full-time working as coordinator
of both the Metropolitan and Northern Networks.
Active in national church affairs, she was described
by a co-worker as having a deep understanding of
people and situations. Helping others is her forte:

Metropolitan Network Coordinator, Fern Heim.
Low-profiled ... dependable ... conscientious.
Often described as "cool, calm and collected."

HELP!

Within the next few weeks you'll be receiving
your own copy of the 1st annual Overtones
from the Underground survey. Seriously, we are
asking for your comments, suggestions, criticisms (and compliments) so we can incorporate
the ideas into our long range planning efforts.
The survey will be mailed as a regular issue
of the newsletter and we ask that you return
it as soon as possible. Many thanks.

nlc
MRS. MAURICE HEVELONE

... president of the Beatrice Library Board has been
appointed to the Committee of Liaison with Associations of State and Principal Officials and attended
this committee's meeting at the American Library
Association Convention recently held in New York
City.

resources for day care." The Planning and operation
of programs, serving children with special needs,
and child development are only some of the subjects listed. If you're interested in receiving your
own copy write to: Day Care and Child Development Council of America, 1012 14th St., N.W.,
Washington, D.C.
ATTENTION HISTORIANS!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
July 30, 1974 - Tuesday
(Tentatively scheduled)
Coordinators, Consultants and Community
Information Spec ial ists meeting at 1420 P
Street, Lincoln, Nebraska

Anyone wishing the following 25 volume set,
please contact Mrs. Louise Small, Nebraska State
Historical Society Library, 15th and R, Lincoln,
NE 68508:
Historians History of the World, 1904-5 by
Henry Smith Williams (1863- )
NLC TO NY

August 16, 1974 - Friday
Specia Iized Library Services and Inter-I ibrary
Loan Workshop, South Centrai Regional
- --\d.G.t::ar-y,Holerege, Nebfaskcr
-

INTERESTED IN CHILDREN?

The Day Care and Child Development Council
of America, I nco has recently published a Spring
Supplement entitled,"A Catalog of Publications -

The Nebraska Library Commission was represented
at the 93rd Annual Conference of the American
~;~IO. Y ....,.,vv;cHiull in New York Lliy by Mr. 0 n
Schere, Library Development; Mrs. Susan Kling,
Publications Clearinghouse supervisor; Mrs. Kay
Fye, Reference Librarian; Ms. Alexi Shuman,
Central Network Coordinator and Mrs. Jane Geske,
N LC director.
Don't hesitate to contact the conference
representatives concerning details of the meetings.
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