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THE STATE OF THE UNION

Want to know where to find a wealth of information? Need a book by Ronald William Clark, The
Alps, or perhaps a book by Glenn Lewis, Terrariums:
the World of Nature Under Glass? Come to your
public library. If the local library doesn't have the
book, they will contact the Nebraska Library
Commission and the Nebraska Union Catalog.
The Nebraska Union Catalog is a main entry
card catalog of the holdings of thirty participating
libraries throughout the state.
The Union Catalog was started in 1938 as a WPA
project. Originally there were 28 participating
libraries which included public libraries in cities of
4,000 or more population, and college and university libraries whose collections totaled at least
15,000 volumes. We have some small public libraries,
special interest libraries, (such as Joselyn Art
Museum library and the State Historical Society
Library), and all major college libraries in the state.
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I nitially the Nebraska Union Catalog started with
700,000 cards. Over the years, it has grown to
approximately 1,473,000 cards which represent
3,035,163 entries since dupl icate entries are combined on one card. Participating libraries send in
their new accessions periodically. Withdrawals of
titles are also sent in so the Union Catalog can be
kept up to date.
During the last fiscal year, 106,036 titles were
added and 20,800 were withdrawn from the
Catalog. The Nebraska Union Catalog consists of
1080 card drawers. There are five drawers of Smiths
or approximately 74,000 cards with the last name
of Smith! A world of information at your fingertips. Try it, you'll like it.
Shirley Rauscher
NLC - Union Catalog Department
NORFOLK PUBLIC LIBRARY HOSTS WORKSHOP

The Norfolk Public Library sponsored a workshop
for Librarians and Trustees of the Lewis and Clark
Region. Skills for requesting books through I nterlibrary Loan; Public Relations; State Funding, and
the Outreach program for the network were discussed
during the all day session, July 23rd.
MOUNTAIN PLAINS / TAHOE STYLE

This year the annual Mountain Plains Library
Association Annual Convention will be held at the
Sahara Tahoe Hotel, Lake Tahoe, Nevada. The dates:
November 3-6, 1974. For information concern i ng
the proposed program, contact :
A Smith is a Smith is a Smith, unless you're working with the NLC Union Catalog, according to
Shirley Rauscher.

Joseph Edelen
I.D. Weeks Library
University of South Dakota
Vermillion, South Dakota 57069
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opulence, the expense, and then it occurred to
me ... there has to be a degree of excellence
- and this is it! The New York Public Library
was just like in the pictures, dirty, hot, old,
but fascinating. It's the grand-daddy of them
all. In contrast, the United Nations Library is
really the anti-thesis. It's new, small and
exclusive.

ALA HIGHLIGHTS
Two N LC staff members, Susan Kling (Documents
Clearinghouse) and Kay Fye (Reference Department)
who attended the ALA Convention in New York
this year, radiated energy and excitement upon their
return, coupled with a wealth of information.
We/ve tried to capture just a bit of the information and also some of their feelings about ALA,
New York, and the people at the conference in the
following interview.
Q:

I n your opinion/what were some of the highlights of the annual convention this year?

Susan: I think the best meeting I attended was the
Editors of State Checklists meeting. It was a
small group and there was an opportunity to
share common problems and information. The
meeting of Classification of State Documents
was also pretty good.
oNne, e Igh1ight'iiVas that I went! I "Wa
my first time at ALA and I was surprised
... it was well organized, exciting, and no
real librarian stereotypes. Also, the excitement
of seeing the notables, the authors and others,
was a thrill. The international exhibits
were another choice thing to see. The exhibits
were vast, it took us two days actually, to see
them and we didn't hit them all, by any means.
The highlights of the meetings were the
diversity of the people, and the opportunity
to ask questions.
Q:

Any new perspectives on national conventions
after attending?

Both: Yes, a national convention is really an eyeopener.
REMINDER
The Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse is
establishing an Advisory Committee to assist in
the planning and establishment of state document
depositories throughout Nebraska.
If y.o.LLa!.€.inter.ested j n being par! of !be Advisory
Committee and haven't already done so, please
write or call:

Susan Kling, Supervisor
Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse
1420 P Street
Lincoln, NE (402) 471 -2045
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What was perhaps the least helpful aspect?

Kay: Low point? I don't really think there was one.
Q:

Q:

Outside of the conference and meetings, what
did you find most exciting?

Susan: The people. Everything was crowded in
New York, and the people were very friendly,
both the convention-goers and others.
I guess I really wasn't expecting that.
Kay: The most exciting thing was perhaps the back
stage tour of the Lincoln Center, and specifically the Metropolitan Opera. They were
actually making the set. I couldn't get over the
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O\JERTONES SUR\JEY
As promised, this is the first annual Overtones from the Underground survey! We need your suggest.ions
to help us in our planning for next year. It is important that we hear from you.
1. Please ident ify yourself by marking the appropriate categories, no names please.

1. Public School Librarian

__ A
Trustee
B
College or University Librarian __ C
State agency employee
__ 0
Other state library employee __ E
Publ ic Librarian
__ F
Other
__ G

2. Network
Southeastern
Northern
Metropolitan
Mari Sandoz
Panhandle
Other State
Other Nation

_A
_B
C

_0
_E
_F
_G

3. Where do you currently get information as to what is happening at the Nebraska Library Commission?
4. How interested are you in obtaining information about each of the following areas? (please mark by
letter). A - Very Interested, B - So mew hat Interested, C - Not Interested.
1. What's
2. What's
3. What's
4. What's
5. What's
6. What's

happening
happening
happening
happening
happening
happening

at N LC headquarters
at the regional library headquarters?
at the Network library headquarters?
at the National Library level?
at the Local library level?
with Empathetic Library Service I nstitute News?

__ A

__ B

__ A

__ B

_C
_C

B
_B

_C

A

__ A
__ A

__ B

__ A

_B

C

__ C
__ C

5. When you received your last issue of Overtones, did you:
A _ _ Read it thoroughly from cover to cover
B __ Read over half of it

6. Do other members of your library staff read Overtones?

C __ Read less than half of it
o __ Glance at it
E __ Not even look at it
A _ _ yes

B _ _ no

7. What stories, articles, or other information do you remember from the last issue of Overtones?

8. What type of articles in Overtones have you found most interesting?

9 . Would you prefer more or less of the following types of articles in future issues:
More (A)

1. Employee features (profi les)
2. Other profiles (non-NLC profiles)
3. ELSI updates

Less (B)

More (A)

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Less (8)

Calendar of Events
National library news
Views from management
Changing roles of departments at N LC Headquarters
Articles by regional librarians
Community relations and concerns
Documents information
Blind and Physically Handicapped Information
Other

10. Do you feel the feature stories in Overtones have enough detailed in-depth information as they are now
written, or do you feel they should carry more detailed, in-depth information?
B_ _ need more detailed information

A _ _ have enough detail

11. Overtones is published every other week. Would you:
A _ _ Like to see it published more often
B_ _ Like to see it published as often as it is now
C_ _ Like to see it published less often
D_ _ Like to see it not published
E _ _ Makes no difference
12. I n what cond ition does Overtones arrive through the ma i I?
B _ _ Fair

A _ _ Good Condition

C_ _ Poor condition

13. How good of an image of the Nebraska Library Commission do you feel the Overtones projects?
A _ _Very Good

B_ _Good

C_ _ Poor

14. What other com ments do you have regard i ng Overtones?

Please return this questionnaire as soon as possible to the following address :
Nancy Wiederspan
Ed itor, Overtones
Nebraska Library Commission
1420 P Street,
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508

D _ _ Very Poor

PUBLICATIONS CLEARINGHOUSE NOW
REGIONAL DEPOSITORY
The Nebraska Library Commission's Publications
Clearinghouse announces, as of July 8, its new status
as regional depository for the State of Nebraska.
The official notification was received July 18, 1974.
As a regional depository, the Clearinghouse will
be responsible for:
1} Inter-I ibrary loan and reference services
(already provided by TWX)
2} receiving all new and revised government publications authorized for distribution to depository
libraries.
3} Disposal - the regional has the authority to
permit depositories to dispose of documents retained
for five years or more.
Additionally, Susan Kling, Clearinghouse Supervisor, stated that the Clearinghouse staff, "will be
glad to provid€ assistance in any way possible to
aWdeposifory libraries~"
~

award. Scrapbooks and non-print materials were
entered in the contest sponsored by the H.W. Wilson
Co. and the Public Relations Section of ALA.
If you're thinking of entering next year, you
might be interested in perusing the selected scrapbooks that were displayed at the New York meeting
and are now available through interlibrary loan from
ALA Library, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago,
Illinois 60611.

CASHING IN ON THE KIDS:
They start 'em early in Toole City, Utah,
where the library has a Junior Book Boosters
Club. When a child is born, a gift is made to the
library in the child's name and his name and picture are placed in the gift book-and the snapshot
of the baby is displayed throughout the year on
a big poster in the library .... interesting .
-

.<

-.

OUTSTANDING, IN THEIR FIELD

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Again, this year, the County Fairs in the Metropolitan Network will be the sites of Nebraska
Library Commission display booths. Librarians and
trustees from the Metropolitan Network and
Network coordinator, Fern Heim, will be available
to answer questions at the booths.

August 2, Friday
Commission Meeting
1420 P Street
Lincoln, Nebraska

.-

The following are the dates and locations of the
County Fairs :

August 16, Friday
Workshop
South Centra I Reg iona I Library
Ho Idrege, Nebraska

County
Saunders
Sarpy
Dodge
Douglas
Washington

September 5, Thursday
Metropolitan Network Workshop
"1 n-House Services"
(Technical Services)
9:30 a.m. - 3 :00 p.m.
Fremont, Nebraska

Date
August
August
August
August
August

6-9
7 - 10
15 - 18
15 - 18
19 - 21

Town
Wahoo
Springfield
Scribner
Waterloo
Arlington

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
The 29th annual John Cotton Dana Library
Public Relations Awards were again presented this
year at the annual ALA convention. Valentine,
Nebraska Public Library was once recipient of this ·

September 18, Wednesday
National Commission on Libraries
and I nformation Science
Regional Hearing
Denver, Colorado

--

~

nlc
ADDITIONS

1977 LIBRARY CONFERENCE

For many years, the Rehabilitation Services for
the Visually I mpaired, has been responsible
talking book machine distribution, record keeping,
complaints, etc.

Last month, the House failed to pass under
suspension of the rules S J Res 40, that called for a
1977 White House Conference on Library and
I nformation Services.

We are now proud to announce the Nebraska
Library Commission has assumed these duties and
hope that it wi II faci Iitate services for everyone. If
you have any questions concerning your machines,
contact: Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, 1420 P Street, Lincoln.

It takes a two-thirds majority of those present
and voting, for a bill to pass under suspension. The
vote, 223 - 147, was 24 short of the requ ired number needed.

l HABLA USTED EXPANOL?
Reader's Digest, talking magazines, are available
in Spanish, German and English to those who are
unable to read regular print because of a physical
handicap. Keep that in mind if your are looking for
foreign language talking booksor magazine materials.

PANHANDLE NEWS
Mrs. Margie Martin, Nebraska Western College,
was elected president of the Panhandle Library
Advisory Council recently. Shirley Flack, director
of Scottsbluff Library was elected secretary. Mrs.
Martin succeeds Reta King, Chadron State College,
who has served the council as president for the
past four years.

,-

The bill had bipartisan Congressional support,
however, it was opposed by the administration,
which claims that the conference would be narrow in
focus and duplicate ongoing efforts. The Senate,
last November, had passed S J Res 40 by a voice vote.

APLEA
There are a number of Public Libraries, particu=---<Ia'-'Jw.'/
u ~.9i..onal Libraries, who s@ have not returned
their Reference Materials Holdings L:ist mailed last
January. The Reference staff of the Nebraska
Library Commission is very hopeful all librarians
will complete this list and return it to:
Dorothy Lessenhop, Library Commission
1420 P Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508
Thank you for your cooperation, if there are any
questions, don't hesitate to ask.
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NOW IS YOUR CHANCE

WE BLEW IT!

We are asking you for your opinion! How often
does that happen? If you haven't already done so,
please return the Overtones survey, that was
included in the last issue. (Vol. 2, No.1). Many
thanks to the interested people that have already
returned the questionnaire, it helps to know what
you're thinking. We'll publish the results in a few
weeks.

Our sincere apologies to everyone in the Central
Network for the omission of their network in the
Overtones survey. Even with proofing, we make
mistakes.

WATCH OUT!

It has come to the attention of the ALA/RTSD
Resources Section Bookdealer-Library Relations
Committee that a dealer is once again offering a
serials/microform exchange package to libraries.
At the moment the committee is aware only of some
Pennsylvania libraries being solicited. Libraries are
referred to earlier publications on this topic prepared by the Committee (See American Libraries
1 (2):137, (February 1970) "New Microfilms
for Old Books" and American Libraries 4 (2) : 111
(February 1973) "Serial on Microfilm - The Quick
Sales Approach" and Microform Review 2 (2):
86-90 (1973) "(Matters arising from the minutes)."
Librarians are advised to study very carefully any
proposals received, to conclude no agreement without advice of the library's counsel and to communicate with the Chairman of the committee concerning the terms of agreements offered or accepted.
The chairman is Murray S. Martin, 505B Pattee
Library, Pennsylvania State University, University
Park, PA 16802. Phone collect (814) 865-0401.
Anyone who has already suffered from a
fraudulent deal is urged to contact the local District
Attorney immediately through the Library's
Counsel.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
August 16, Friday
10:00 a.m., South Central Regional Library
Workshop, Holdrege
August 22 and 23, Thursday and Friday
(beginning 5:30 p.m., Thursday)
TWX Regional Librarians Meeting,
Lincoln
August 23, Friday
2:00 p.m., NLC/NLA Film Committee
Meeting, 1420 P Street, Lincoln
August 26, Monday
ELSI Core Group Leaders Meeting,
Columbus.
September 5, Thursday
9:30 a.m. - 3 :00 p.m., Metropolitan
Network Workshop "In-House Services"
Fremont, Nebraska
September 6, Friday
Sandoz Advisory Council Meeting,
Broken Bow, Nebraska
September 12-13, Thursday and Friday
Libraries/Electronic I nformation Workshop,
New Brighton, Minnesota
September 18, Wednesday
NCLIS Regional Hearing, Denver, Colorado
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PROFILE: BOB HOLQUIST
Bob Holquist, is the Library Commission member
from the Metropolitan Network. A native Nebraskan, he attended Grinnell College in Iowa, majoring
in Economics and Speech before embarking on an
insurance career in Omaha. Known for his great

A:

The real purpose of the board is to set policy,
and only to set policy. It is the job of the director
and employees of the Library Commission to
implement that policy and to deliver services to
the State as they are dictated by needs.

Q:

A:

Recently , state aid has been introduced to
Nebraska. How do you best see the state aid f unds
being used?

I feel very strongly about the need for state aid.
I have witnessed during my tenure on the Library
Commission a shifting from where a great deal of
our funds came from the federal government to
a point where it is quite obvious what we are
going to have to be completely state supported
or perhaps reduce services. As to how the funds
should be allocated ... I feel that this decision
must come from the Advisory Councils, and the
N LC staff with recommendations to the

sense of humor, it is also said he possesses a great
Commission. This is not our province, to sit
understanding 01 other people. I n tfie--....o-rro-w
-=;.ln-g~----=I"ln-tJ.nrafld pick our places to -spem:tth1:rnnrn1lr--~---t
interview he expresses some feelings and ideas
because we are not in touch like the staff and
councils.
about the Com mission, libraries and himself.
Q:

A:

Q:

As a seco nd term Library Commission member,
what chang es have you seen in the role of libraries
and the Library Commission during the years
you have been associated with the N LC?
That's a fat question, first of all, we've had
a change in the basic structure of the Library
Commission. About three or four years ago, when
the statute was changed, it changed not only the
makeup of the N LC, but it put us in a position
to be of larger service to the state. That would
be the start of the big changes. At the time I
came on to the Commission, we were just like a
big circulating library, really, and we were trouble
shooters for what no one else had. Now our
entire modus operandi is different. Now, with
the addition of the Media Center, with the
decentralizing of many books to the regions, the
addition of the services of the Clearinghouse,
these things have radically changed the role of
the Library Commission, have thrust us into the
middle of political areas, and we've grown up!
What is the real purpose, in your opinion, of
the Commission?

Q:

What are you r personal goals as far as being on
the Commission?

A:

First, I might point out that I'm within one
Continued on back page.
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NLA/NLC PRE-CONVENTION WORKSHOP
OCTOBER 16, 1974
HOLIDAY INN, OMAHA (72nd & Groved

will be accepted in order of receipt. The Luncheon
will be furnished and % of the transportation costs
will be reimbursed.

User Oriented vs. ''Thing'' Oriented Measurement
for Library Service

Please return the form below by September 1, so
that materials, including Performance Measures for
Public Libraries can be supplied by September 15.
(Note: Since interest in the Workshop was expressed
by the N LA Public Library Section, they are the
sponsors. The workshop is open to anyone who is
interested and who feels that his/her library patron
can benefit.

10:00a.m.
10:15 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m.
12:00 noon
1:30 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

Registration and Coffee
Introduction and Background
Mrs. Lucky Waugh, Norfolk Public
Library and Chairperson, N LA
Public Library Section
Performance Measurement of
Library Services to Users
Dr. Kenneth E. Beasley, VicePresident, Academic Affairs, University of Texas at EI Paso; and Principal I nvestigator of PLA Performance
Measurement for Public Libraries
Questions
Lunch
Work Sessions: Individualized
Approach to Management Techniques in Measurement
Achieving Support for Use Oriented
Library Services, Mr. Don Leuenberger, Principal Analyst, State of
Nebraska Budget Office

Registration will be limited to 40 persons and

ELECTRIFYING . ..

A workshop to be held September 12 and 13
in New Brighton, Minnesota, will explore the
transfer of infdrmation via electronic media with
special emphasis on cable communications.
The "Libraries and the Electronic Information
Flow" conference is being sponsored by the
Minnesota Department of Education and the
Minnesota Commission on Cable Communications.
Registration deadline is August 30. For complete
details on the conference, contact: John Schere at
the Nebraska Library Commission, or Nowell
Leitzke, Office of Public Libraries, 805 Capitol
Square, 550 Cedar Street, St. Paul, Mi.nn. 55101.

- - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ r_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
PLEASE CLIP AND MAIL THIS FORM FOR REGISTRATION BY SEPTEMBER 1.

Name ___________________________________________________________________________
Mail ing Address ___________________________________________________________________

Library _________________________________ Town __________________ Zi p Code _______
Telephone (Home) _________________________ ( Library) _______________________________

Position ___________________________________________________________________
Suggestions/Questions: ______________________________________________________________

Mail to:

Mrs. Lucky Waugh, Chairperson, N LA Public Library Section
Norfolk Public Library, Norfolk, Nebraska 68701

nlc
PROFILE: BOB HOLQUIST (Continued).
year of being an ex-Library Commission member.
Basically, I'm hopeful of consolidating some of
the things that have happened; putting sound
footing under state funding. This has been my
pet desire since I've come on the Commission
and I would like to see by the time I leave that
the N LC is fully funded by the State of Nebraska
for its people.

Q:

Is there anything else you would like to add?

A:

I think that the people of Nebraska are in a
unique position to develop, through the efforts of
the Nebraska Library Commission one of the
finest library systems in the country. Few states
have the enabling legislation that this state has
for the implementation of good libraries and good
library services. We have the staff to work with
libraries and librarians throughout the state so
that the people of Nebraska can become one of
the most literate groups, the most well read groups,
in the country. They're on the road too, and I
don't need to tell you, that when you have that
-...::=:.o=--·k~in-dr-o
='f"=climate, you have a appler life.
ON THE INSIDE By Rod Wagner, NLC Administrative Assistant

The Institute on "Libraries and the Governmental
Process" sponsored by the Catholic University of
America I n Washington, D.C., July 15-26, provided

a first hand view of the political process for fifteen
participants representing public, school, academic,
medical libraries, and state library agencies. The
program provided a full schedule of activities and
an enlightening focus on the political participants
in the governmental process.
The two week I nstitute examined the governmental processes at national, state, and local levels,
with particular emphasis on library programs.
Activities included attendance at Congressional
hearing and sessions, visits with U.S. Office of
Education staff, Congressional staff, interest group
representatives, Maryland state library agency
representatives, and individual meetings with
Congressmen.
Activities and discussions focused on current
issues involving library programs and the political
forces affecting libraries and information centers.
Some of the topics and issues discussed during the
I nstitute included federal programs and appropriations, revenue sharing, intergovernmental relations,
the proposed White House Conference on Libraries,
$-ern or's CeAfereAces, legislative 'Norkshops, the
role of individuals and interest groups in the political process, and state and local issues affecting
library programs.
Anyone desiring more information concerning
the annual I nstitute and program activities should
contact Rod Wagner, N LC staff member, who was
a participant in the Institute.
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RETROSPECT

Nebraska Library Commission staff members,
Dorothy Lessenhop and Karen Lusk attended the
conference, "Differentiating the Media: A Focus
on Library Selection and Use of Communication
Content" at the 37th Annual Meeting of
Chicago's Graduate Library School August 5
and 6.
The thrust of the conference focused upon
using the medium to best suit the user's needs.
In other words, being familiar with all of the
medium is necessary so the best selection can be
made, one that will most effectively fit the need.
This may of course take the form of film, records,
film strip, video tape and print, to mention a few.
Each of the possible mediums was discussed
by astute speakers in every area. "Print as a Visual
Medium," and "The Transfer from One Medium
To Another" were only two of the topics
explored.
Selection of materials was also investigated.
"Everyone in a library should equally be involved
in materials selection, not just the film people for
the film selection, for example. You need input
from more than one area, and it is also beneficial
for people to be familiar with other areas,"
according to Mrs. Lessenhop, conference participant.
Media Generalists, rather than Media Specialists
was termed a desirable path by the experts,
not overlooking the necessity for technicians,
however.
Both Karen and Dorothy remarked about the
quality expertise present and the concentration
and intensity of the conference. "Everything
ran smoothly, efficiently, and the variety of
speakers was excellent."

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September 5, Thursday
9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Metropolitan
Network Workshop "I n-House Services"
Fremont, Nebraska
September 6, Friday
Sandoz Advisory Council Meeting,
Broken Bow, Nebraska
September 10, Tuesday
Sandoz Network Budgeting Workshop
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.,
O'Neill, Nebraska
September 11, Wed nesday
Budgeting Workshop, 9:00 a.m.
- 3:00 p.m., Broken Bow,
Nebraska
September 12, Thursday,
Budgeting Workshop, 9 :00 a.m.
- 3:00 p.m., McCook,
Nebraska
September 12 - 13, Thursday and Friday
Libraries/Electronic I nformation Workshop,
New Brighton, Minnesota
September 17, Tuesday
Metropolitan Network Workshop
"Sources of Information"
9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., NLC
Headquarters, 1420 P Street, Lincoln,
Nebraska
September 18, Wednesday
NCLIS Regional Hearing, Denver, Colorado
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CABLE COMMUNICATIONS
The Nebraska Library Commission has received
a packet of information concerning Cable Television and Libraries. If this is an area of your
interest or you need information and ammunition
to convince anyone else that this is a viable area,
you may request any of the following articles
through inter-library loan from the Nebraska
Library Commission.
Ask for the "Cable TV Packet" if you want the
entire set. For individual articles, ask by title.
AMERICAN LIBRARIES July/August 1971
"CATV: Visual Library Service" by Brigette L.
Kenny and Frank W. Norwood
URBAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS FORUMJournal Supplement
"G uidel ines for Plann i ng a Cab Ie Television
Franchise" by Sidney W. Dean, Jr.
A PROPOSAL
"A Community Video Center for Memphis"
- -----.,"'y.,..,..,....- 'Larnar walliS, Director orLi l5raries,
Memphisand Shelby County PL and Information Center
POSITION PAPER on CABLE TELEVISION
"Metropolitan Library Service Agency"
by Jon Shafer
"A Glossary of Terms for Cable Television and
other Broadband Communications" compiled
by Merry Sue Smoller
"Publi-Cable, Inc."
URBAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS FORUM
(Jan./Feb. 1973)
"Planning for Urban Telecommunications"
by Kas Kalba
"A Report on Cable Communications and the
District of Columbia Public Library" by
Lawrence E. Molumby
"San Francisco Public Library Video Center
Policy Statement" by Staff Task Force on
Video and Cable.
"Video/Cable Activities in Libraries"
compiled by Brigette Kenney and Susan
Bunting, February, 1973
"Cable Television - A Bibliographic Review"

by James Schoenung
"Cable Television: State-of-the Art and
Franchise Recommendations"
Advisory Memorandum by Nowell
Leitzke
"Annotated Bibliography on Cable Television
for Librarians" (revised edition)
by Brigette L. Kenney, Susan Bunting and
Hope Ridge, April 1974

BOOKLEGGER FANS
Plans are now being made for a rendezvous
of "Friends of REVOLTING LIBRARIANS
and BOOKLEGGER" at the annual Nebraska
Library Association convention this year in
Omaha.
Thursday, October 24, at 4:00, has been
suggested as a possible meeting time. If you're
a BOOKLEGGER fan and want to get together
to hash it over and have a good time, send your
name, a time and place sllgg
anc-¥=_ _---",.....--=-_
Wiederspan, 1420 P Street, Lincoln. Fun and
games.

GOTHENBURG PUBLIC LIBRARY
... announced that $5,000 has been allocated
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to their library from City Revenue Sharing Funds.
Fantastic. Also, the Lion's Club in Gothenburg
donated $100 to be used for large print books.

5. Through annual evaluation, maintain operational
procedures and policies suitable to the general
public and to contributing agencies.

UPDATE: NEMA/NLA FILM COMMITTEE
REPORT

The Committee recommended that the film service
be incorporated with the present N LC Media Center.
At an August 9,1974, film committee meeting in
Lincoln, the committee reaffirmed the position
they took earlier, "that the statewide film service
be conducted through the Nebraska Library Commission and this service be integrated into the
present Media Services Center."
Also at that meeting, the joint committee recommended the development of a film service through
the N LC to be in operat ion by September 1, 1974.
A listing of film titles available for immediate use
will be mailed to public libraries in the near future.
Last October, 1973, as many will remember, a
postal questionnaire on film service was mailed to
public libraries. The information received from
that survey has been very helpful in planning procedures. The N EMA-N LA joint committee has
recently compiled a second questionnaire as additional information and input is needed at this
time. Everyone is urged to complete the survey
and return it with any comments, ideas on film
selection, or any suggestions that may be
pertinent.

Several months ago a NLA/NEMA joint film
committee was formed. The members of the
committee are as follows:
Ex-officio members:

Mr. Charles Current,
N EMA President
Miss Reta King,
N LA President

NEMA

Ruth Moline, ESU fl=2,Fremont
Dennis Disario, Loveland Elementary
School Omaha, (formerly Kearney
State College)
Ed Schelhaas, Platte Technical Community College, Columbus

N LA

Shirley Flack, Scottsbluff PL
Jerry Kaup, Holdrege PL
Margaret Hammitt, East Ward
Elementary, Chadron
Win Jacobsen, Columbus PL

Early in the planning stages, the committee outlined their goals and objectives which are ...

"IN-HOUSE SERVICES"
GOAL: The Nebraska Library Commission in cooperation with other agencies wi II provide a statewide film program throughout Nebraska serving
citizens of the state at a /I levels.
OBJECTIVES:
1. Build and maintain a collection of 16mm films
and other non-print materials to provide on-going
service.
2. Coordination of all on-going film efforts in
order to avoid costly duplication and to insure
greater depth in resources for the entire state.
a. Develop a Union Catalog of films
b. Serve as a clearinghouse
3. Provide an up-to-date catalog of holdings.
4. Promote support at the local level for the statewide film service.

The first in a series of Metropolitan Network
Workshops is going to be held at the Fremont Public
Library, September 5, 1974. Mr. Charles Current,
Assistant Professor of Library Science at Wayne
State Co liege, wi II be the instructor of the workshop which will discuss cataloging, classifying
and filing.
Southeastern Network Librarians are also invited
to attend this workshop.

NOMINATIONS
Nominations for the 1975 Margaret Mann
Citation are invited and must be submitted before
December 16, 1974. This award is presented by
the Cataloging and Classification Section, Re-

nlc
sources and Technical Services division of ALA.
It honors a librarian for outstanding achievement
in cataloging or classification.
Suggested names, with a resume of achievement
should be sent to the Committee Chairman, Marguerite C. Soroka, Engineering Societies Library,
345 East 47th St., New York, NY. 10017.
CHILDREN'S LIT. AWARDS

The Cricket in Times Square and other favorites.
The Laura I ngalls Wilder Medal, first presented in
1954, is given to an author or illustrator whose
books, published in the U.S., have made a substantial and lasting contribution to literature for
children.
The CSD membership will be polled this fall, in
a final, nationwide vote to determine the winner.
Announcement will be made on Thursday,
January 23, 1975, at the Midwinter meeting of the
American Library Association. The medal will be
presented during the 94th Annual Conference of
the American Library Association in June, 1975,
in San Francisco, California.

Three distinguished contributors to children's
literature, two writers and an illustrator, have
been nominated for the Laura Ingalls Wilder
Award presented every five years by the Children's
Services Division of the American Library
Association.
STATE LIBRARY ACENCY SURVEY
Nominations were made by members of the
Some 28 state library agencies have responded to a
Children's Services Division. Candidates selected
poll on priorities sponsored by the Association for
the State Library Agencies. The top priorit ies listed
for the award to be presented in 1975 are :
LLOYD ALEXANDER,author of The Book
were : "Statewide Library Services Development";
of Three, wh ich begins the Chronicles of Prydain,
"Library Service to State Government"; "Statewide
and The Marvelous Misadventures of Sebastian,
Development of Information Networks"; "Statewide
~-~-'FJooeoCat Who Wished to Be A Man and other- -~~Development of Library Resources"; ana "Financing
Library Programs". Interesting.
books for children .
BEVER L Y CLEARY, author of Henry
BROKEN BOW PUBLIC LIBRARY
Huggins, Ribsy, The Mouse and the Motorcycle,
.. . performs a unique community service. Juanita
Ramona the Pest, Fifteen, and other well known
Lang, I ibraria n, co Ilected an assortment of clothes'
books.
patterns and thought it would be a good idea to
GARTH WI LLiAMS, illustrator of the Laura
loan the patterns to the people of Broken Bow. Guess
I ngalls Wilder Books, Charlotte's Web, The Rescuers,
what it is!
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REGIONAL LIBRARIANS MEET NEW HOR IZONS

The Regional/TWX librarians assembled in
Lincoln for a meeting on August 22 and 23. The
agenda was a fu II one, with reports on the State
University of Nebraska's (S-U-N) project, N LC
Reference services, Publications Clearinghouse,
communication problems, federal and state funding,
film service.
Dr. Milton Hassle, State University of Nebraska
(S-U-N) reported on the progress of the S-U-N
project noting that accounting and psychology will
be the first courses available this year via the new
television classroom network.
Karen Lusk, N LC reference department, spoketo the group regarding specific TWX reference
problems and also discussed the possibilities of TWX
workshops for reference I ibrarians and as well as
anyone that has contact with I ibrary patrons.
The Publications Clearinghouse update was
given by Brenda Clark of the Clearinghouse staff.
A "newsletter" and question sheet on services
available through the Clearinghouse were distributed
to the librarians.
The federal funding report began with Rod
Wagner, N LC Deputy Director, announcing that all
federal funds allocated to the Library Commission
under the state share of LSCA have been obligated
for projects and on-going programs. This includes
the funds from fiscal years 1973 and 74. As of the
meeting, no appropriation for LSCA has been made
for the current year by COl'1gress, but allotments
are being made on the basis of a Congressional
"continuing resolution." The HEW spending plan
has recently been announced on the LSCA allotments, however, no information is yet available on
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Nebraska's share. Networks will again be asked for
network program and project requests, when funds
are available from the LSCA fiscal year 1975
allotment. Some of the funds will be earmarked for
the statewide film service program.
I nformation concerning the developing Nebraska
Film Service (N-F-S) was presented by Dorothy
Lessenhop, NLC Library Services. She to Id the
group the Library Commission will start taking
requests for films September 16, allowing ten to
fifteen days for booking. The Film Catalog (292
entries) will be mailed to all public libraries as soon
as possible. Supplemental lists will be issued as they
are avai lab Ie.
A number of additional areas were covered by
reports, including the status of the juvenile collection
now housed at the Keene Memorial Library in
Fremont and other items of interest to regional
librarians.
NETWORK HAPPENINGS

Mrs. Margy Martin, Chairperson of the Panhandle
Library Advisory Council announced recently that
Mrs. Mavis McLean of Alliance has been selected
to fill the newly created position of Director of
Library Service for the Institutional ized Patron.
She began working on September 1.
North Platte Public Library notified us that they
have received a 9% pay increase plus a 3% merit
increase for August 1 and a second 3% merit
increase for February 1, 1975. This is a possible
15% increase for the year! Their base salary is
now $2.25 an hour. Do you want to know how
they did it? Write Carol Thomas, Director, North
Platte PL, 120 West 4th Street, North Platte,
Nebraska 69101.
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ANNUAL STATISTICAL REPORTS
The Annual Statistical Reports required by
Nebraska state law will be due at the Nebraska
Library Commission from all public libraries
within the next few months. The information
gathered from this form is used to prepare :
1. The publication of a summary of Nebraska
Library Statistics.
2. Supporting evidence to qualify for State Aid.
3. Basic data for planning library programs on a
community, regional, and statewide basis.
During the months of September and October,
workshops will be held to explain the annual
statistical reports and the applications for state aid
to libraries. At this time librarians will be able to
work with the coordinators in each Network on
the application for state aid and the annual statistical report.
The location and time of the meetings (by
network) are as follows:
entral-Networkc~
. "....-------

Hastings Publ ic Library - Sept. 23 (9 :30 - 3:00)
Grand Island Public Library - Sept. 24 (9 :30 3:00)
Kearney Council Chamber in City Hall - Sept. 25
(9:30 - 3 :00)
Holdrege Public Library - Sept. 26 (9 :30 - 3 :00)
Metropolitan Network:
Omaha - Swanson Branch Library, 90th & Dodge
- Sept. 26 (1 :30 - 3:30) [Note time change] .
Mari Sandoz Network:
O'Neill Public Library - Sept. 10(9 :30)
Broken Bow Public Library - Sept. 11 (9 :30)
McCook Public Library - Sept. 12 (9 :30)
Panhandle Network:
Lodgepole - Nancy Fawcett Memorial Library Sept. 10 (9 :30)
Gering Public Library - Sept. 11 (9 :30)
Chadron Public Library - Sept. 12 (9 :30)
Northern Network:
Columbus Public Library - Sept. 17 (9 :30)
Dakota City Public Library - Sept. 18 (9:30)
Beemer Public Library - Sept. 19 (9 :30)
Plainview Carnegie Library - Sept. 20 (9:30)

Southeastern Network:
Auburn Public Library - Sept. 30 (9 :30)
Fairbury Public Library - Oct. 1 (9 :30)
Seward Public Library - Oct. 2 (9 :30)
LUCKY WAUGH
... N LA Public Library Sect ion Chai rperson,
notified us that registrations are still being
accepted for the N LAIN LC Pre-Convention Workshop. The featured speaker for the "User Oriented
vs. Thing Oriented Measurement for Library
Service" workshop will be Dr. Kenneth E. Beasley,
Vice-President, Academic Affairs, University of
Texas at EI Paso. For details, refer t o Overtones,
Volume 2, Number 2.
LAST CHANCE
If you are interested in being a member of t he
Nebraska Publications Cl earinghouse Advisory
Committee, please call or write :
Susan Kling
ouse
Tel ephone (402) 471 -2045
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CLOSE-UP / MARY HOLLAND, NEBRASKA
FOUNDATION FOR THE VISUALLY
HANDICAPPED

Mary Holland, President of the Nebraska Foundation for the Visually Handicapped, has been working with blind children for several years, and more
recently with blind children and library services. In
the following interview, Mary explains the history
of the Foundation, some of its projects and concerns,
and also its connection with the libraries in
Nebraska.
Q: Could you briefly explain how the Foundation
was formed?
A:

Q:
A:

About 14 years ago the Council of Jewish
Women began to realize a need for pre-school
education for visually impaired children. We
began the first preschool in the synagogue, with
the help of the State Services for the Visually
Impaired. The preschool is now at the J.P. Lord
school and the Foundation still supports it. After
the preschool was formed, the need arose for a
group to support it in many ways - that's how
t eToundaiton was born. The children that were
first involved with the preschool are now old
enough to have graduated from college, so as the
Foundation has watched them go through the
schools and seeking employment, new problems
have come to their attention. The Foundation
was responsible for getting the first blind child
into the Omaha Public Schools - Westside school.

Does the Foundation currently have any library
related projects?
We are working with Mr. Gibson (Director,
Omaha Public Library) in the planning of the
new downtown Omaha library . .. making sure
there are facilities, space, and equipment for all
handicapped people. We're also presently looking
for a location in one of the existing libraries to
house an Apollo Scanner, that the Foundation
has offered to donate to the libraries. Another
thing we are working on right now and should be
in the library quite soon, is a file system (card
catalog) of music recordings in the downtown
public library that will be large print on one side

and braille on the other.
Q:

How do you see a library benefiting people
with physical impairments?

A:

I think it would be the obligation of the library
to know its community and know what handicapped people they do serve and then to use the
systems available to them, to put things on the
shelf . .. equipment, books or other information
for the people in their region. Also, the librarian
should know how to use their "trading system"
(inter-library loan) and write to the Library of
Congress Blind and Physically Handicapped if
necessary to make things available to the people.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September 10, Tuesday

Sandoz Budgeting Workshop
O'Neill
Panhandle Budget / Annual Report /
State Aid Workshop
Lodgepole

-

September 11, Wednesday

Budgeting Workshop
Broken Bow
Budget / Annual Report / State Aid Workshop
Gering PL
September 12, Thursday

Sandoz Budgeting Workshop
McCook
Budget / Annual Report / State Aid Workshop
Chadron
September 17, Tuesday

Metropolitan Workshop "Sources of
Information"
NLC, Lincoln
September 18, Wednesday
NCLIS Hearing

Denver

nlc
NCLIS REGIONAL HEARINGS
The National Commission on Libraries and
Information Science, (NCLlS), a permanent and
independent agency within the Executive Branch,
is charged with the primary responsibility for
developing and recommending overall plans for
library and information services to meet the needs of
the people throughout the United States.
Early in the planning stages the NCLIS realized
the need to learn more about Iibrary needs and
conditions throughout the nation and arranged to
conduct Regional Hearings for the purpose of
providing an opportunity for people from all
sectors to place before the Commission their views
on library and information services.
Hearings have already been conducted in
Chicago, San Francisco and Atlanta. Written testimony was solicited in advance from trustees and
friends of the library, legislators, professional leaders,
businessmen, students,...Letirecipeople 91J.Q other
users and non-users. In addition to the written
testimony representatives were present to supplement spoken testimony and to answer questions
voiced by the Commission.
Nebraska now has its turn at the hearings. Our
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Regional meeting is scheduled for September, 18,
in Denver. The Nebraska Library Commission has
been preparing and soliciting testimony to present
to the Commission as well as a slide/tape presentation
to accompany the written testimony.
Mr. Joseph Golden, State Office of Planning
and Programming; Mrs. Bertha Calloway, Director,
Volunteer Bureau of United Community ServicesOmaha; Mr. Ray Lundy, N LC Commission member
and City Manager - Kearney; Mr. Dennis Zwagerman,
Executive Secretary, City Planning Office - North
Platte, and Mr. Dale Young, Vice President, First
National Bank and Lincoln City Library Board
member are the testimony headliners. These people
have taped explicit interviews outlining library
needs in Nebraska from their individual perspectives.
Additionally, and equally as important are the
perspectives of library non-users. We have supplemented our information by taping interviews with
people that are potentially, but not presently,
librflfV users. Nebr-ask-a ffl'8 some very real and V9r'l~--___
unique library problems. We are hoping that the
regional hearing provides an opportunity for the
national library planners to better understand our
problems, but more importantly, to understand in
order to take action.
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NLC WELCOMES NEW COORDINATOR
Mr. James C. Neil was recently selected for the
position of Southeastern Network Coordinator and
began working September 16.
Jim, an Illinois native, retired from a twenty year
Army career only to embark on a new interest and
second career - library science. A graduate of the
University of Nebraska - Omaha, Mr. Neil received
his Master of Library Science Degree from Kansas
State Teacher's College, Emporia.
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Neil was stationed during his Army career. It was in
the Army that he first became interested in library •
science as a possible occupation. An Army friend
of his was planning for his retirement and exploring
the field of library science. "He shared the bookletS
and catalogues with me and encouraged me to talk
with the base librarian. The more I got involved, the
more I liked it. After I retired (from the Army) I
decided to get a master's degree and decided that
was the area!" Jim said.
Government Publications (State and Federal) as
well as the audio visual field are special areas of
interest. "Audio visual has a tremendous impact
upon libraries and will have more a few years from
now, primarily because of space, or rather lack of
space. We're not going to replace the book, only
supplement it."
His first love outside of his family and work is a
life long interest in art- Painting, sculpture and
arch itecture.
Jim is anxious to meet the librarians in the
Southeastern Network, see what their needs are and
help them to accomplish their goals.

ISSUE NUMBER 1 OF HELP
A teacher oriented comic book has been
published by the Amazing Life Games Company.
It is a 32 page booklet dedicated "to every teacher
who realized one day that he or she is at his/her
wits end."
Mr. James C. Neil, new Southeastern Network
Coordinator.

China, Japan, Germany, the Philippines and Great
Britain were some of the countries in which Mr.

HE LP will be published 5 times during the
school year and may be purchased for $1.00 each
or $5.00 per year. Contact: Amazing Life Games
Company, P.O. Box 506, Sausalito, CA 94965
(From September American Libraries)
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BOOKSHELF

DID YOU KNOW

The Bookshelf ETV program will be "on the
road" this year, taping programs in libraries
throughout the state. Dr. Calrence Forsberg and
Mr. Otis Young will be talking together about
choice, current literary selections, and as in previous
years on occasion an author will appear as a special
guest. The following libraries are the sites of the
taping sessions. Please check your local television
listings for the exact time of the broadcast.

that the 1970 Census shows that almost 40 percent
of all Nebraskans, 25 years of age or older, have less
than a high school diploma?
The Nebraska TV High School provides a
second chance to earn a high school diploma or
G.E .D. high school equivalency exam through the
series, "Your Future Is Now" beginning in October.
Brochures explaining how to register and other
details have been sent to various libraries through out Nebraska by the State Department of Education.

/

No. of Shows Taping Date
Location
Fremont's Keene
(2 shows)
Memorial Library
9/17/74
Scottsbluff's Public
(2 shows)
Library
9/25/74
University of
(1 show)
Nebraska's Love
Library
Alan Sillitoe 10/3/74
(1 show)
Nebraska ETV's
Robert Jewett W/l-f),L7
Studios
York's Public Library (2 shows)
10/22174
. Grand Island's Public
(2 shows)
Library
11/5/74
Nebraska City's Morton
James Memorial
(2 shows)
11/19/74
Library
Omaha's Northside
Branch Public
(2 shows)
11/26/74
Library

The following information lists the books,
authors, and taping locations for the October
Bookshelf ETV programs:
Title
All the President's Men
by Woodward and Bernstein

Location
Fremont
Public Library

Widow
by Lynn Caine

Fremont
Public Library

Centennial
by James Michener

Scottsb Iuff
Public Library

How to Be Your Own Best Friend Scottsbluff
by Newman and Berkowitz
Public Library

Display the brochures so the people who need
the information can secure it. Let's help bridge the
information gap. If you have any questions concerning the programs contact Mr. William Wiener,
Publicity Coordinator State Department of
Education, 233 South 10th Street. Lincoln.
FILM SERVICE REMINDER
-yhe-NebTCfSka- Fitm Service\1"Ff-3)-tsITow operat"

Remember to send film booking requests through
the regular Tele/TWX procedures, just as you would
for a book reuqest. If you have any questions regarding film service, contact Dorothy Lessenhop at the
Nebraska Library Commission. TWX No. 910-621 8119 or 910-621-8120 Telephone : (402) 471-2045.
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"OVERTONES" SURVEY RESULTS

We would like to thank the people who took the
time to complete and return the Overtones survey.
The results have been tabulated and from time to
time will be included in Overtones.
The following remarks are some of the answers
to question number 14, "What other comments do
you have regarding Overtones?"
-It's like a letter from home - you get to know
more about what's going on at headquarters.
-Communication between the NLC and public
libraries is almost nil. Overtones should be able to
help correct this problem somewhat.11 understand
that because of the funding, Overtones had to
emphasize the Empathetic Library Service Institute.
However, in the future, I hope less space will be
given to this institute.
-Could use some humor.
-Seems there is a certain amount of enthusiasm
projected through this publication.
-I wDuld Like~o read comments from the director
on what's going on in the state and what is to come.
-Your format is terrific. Really attractive and inviting. The short articles help.
-As a high school librarian, I am concerned about
the isolation of school I ibraries from other libraries
and networks. My greatest interest is in building
school library involvement in the greater library
world.
-Couldn't the picture and heading be changed
and improved? I feel that this projects a poor image
while the publication itself does not. I am glad to
have a newsletter of some type.
-Keep up the good work, it has answered some of
the questions on things.
-I would appreciate more on special books, etc.
available which would be usable and an addition to
the library service for our patrons (such as reprints
from the National Geographic article on Nebraska).
-Think there should be another explanation of why
ELSI is mentioned so often. Otherwise I think
Overtones is a valuable tool for communication
within the state.
We are working on incorporating some of the
suggestions into our planning. I n particular, a new

feature will be a column of interest to school librarians and public librarians, written by various
individuals at the State Department of Education.
Thank you for your help, we'll keep you posted.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September 26, Thursday
Metropolitan Network Workshop
"Story Hours & Children's Collections"
"Metropolitan Library Network ...
Your Network"
Swanson Branch Library, Omaha
October 3, Thursday
Metropolitan Network Workshop
"Public Relations"
Ralston Public Library, Ralston, NE
0c-t-ober 8, Tuesday- ' Sandoz Network Workshop
"Library service to the Grand Generation,
handicapped, and residential individuals"
Valentine, NE
October 8, Tuesday
Norfolk Public Library Workshop
"Book mending, reference and Outreach
services"
October 9, Wednesday
Institutional Librarian Workshop, 9:00 a.m.3:00 p,m.
N LC Headquarters, 1420 P Street, Lincoln
October 16, Wednesday
NLA/NLC Pre-convention Workshop
User Oriented vs. "Thing" Oriented
Measurement, Omaha
October 17 & 18, Thursday & Friday
N LA Convention
Holiday Inn, 72nd & Grover, Omaha

LIBRARY / S-U-N COOPERATION

The State University of Nebraska (S-U-N) concept, using educational television to make college
available to people in their own homes, will be
operational September 29. The first two courses,
Accounting 1 and I ntroductory Psychology begin
on that date.
Dr. D. B. Varner, President of UN, proposed the
concept in 1971 and since that time planning and
preparation have taken place. Educational television,
newspapers, mailed print materials and tape
recordings are some of the methods that will be used
to carry information to the students.
Not everyone will take the courses for credit.
An "audit" basis is an option. I n the future it is
planned that some of the proposed 55 courses will
be offered only on a non-credit basis.
Learning centers located throughout Nebraska
are designed to personalize the courses. Counseling,
S-I)- faculty members, and resource and reference
materials will be available at the learning centers.
Lincoln, Scottsbluff, Kearney and Omaha are the
locations of the present facilities with plans to
develop additional centers, some in libraries.
A unique aspect of the program is that there are no
admission requirements and people of all ages are
welcome.
Recently, lists of materials students will be using
in the S-U-N courses, brochures, and an informational
display have been mailed to public libraries in
Nebraska by the S-U-N office.

project.
For further information contact Milan Wall,
State University of Nebraska, P.O. Box 82446,
Lincoln, Phone: (402) 472-3587.

WHAT IS CLlC?

The Creighton Legal I nformation Center is a
criminal justice research assistance project established at the Creighton Law School designed to aid
Nebraska judges, county and city prosecutors,
public defenders and appointed defense counsel
and command police officials.
What Services Are Available?
1) Library Services - Xerox copies of cases will be

provided upon request as will copies of
previous briefs and memos. Other library
materia Is wi II also be sent upon request, or
ordered for the Practicing Bar Library in the
Ahmanson Law Center.
2) Case Assistance - CLiC will research specific

issues and provide a written memorandum.
3) Special Projects - CLiC will research bills,

legislation, etc.
4) Seminars - Continuing education seminars for

out-state attorneys.
5) Other consulting services as time permits.

CLiC services are available without charge to
eligible attorneys in all Nebraska counties, except

Jane Geske, N LC director, and S-U-N State
Advisory Board Member said, " ... material
accessibility is the key word for libraries, libraries
can be important to the entire S-U-N project by
assisting in making information and resources
available to S-U-N students and to everyone in
Nebraska."

A toll-free state-wide, WATS line (800)
642-8446 has been provided for the use of interested
attorneys. A supervised law student will dothe
research and phone or write a memorandum to the
attorney within the time requGsted.

A committee composed of Regional librarirlns
which will eventually include S-U-N program planners, is in the developing stages. It is proposed that
through th is cooperative effort it wi II be possible
to fully utilize the potential of libraries in the S-U-N

CLiC will be an integral part of the new
Ahmanson Law Center of Creighton University.
Need more information? Contact Creighton Legal
Information Center, 2500 California Street, Omaha,
or phone (402) 536-2929.

Douglas and Lancaster.

THE CHANGING ROLE OF REFERENCE

The Nebraska Library Commission reference
department of 1974 answers patron's requests almost
wholly by referral from other libraries of the state.
Increasingly, the N LC is acting as a resource and
bibliographic center and currently is purchasing
almost no popular or "best seller" material but
instead is adding bibliographic tools, such as the
British General Catalog of Printed Books, to extend
the resources of the N LC in this area.

Four heads are better than one! The NLC reference
staff (from left) Karen Lusk, Margaret Borchers,
Ellen Snow and Kay Fye.

There have been many changes in the role played
by the N LC reference department since the Nebraska
Public Library Commission was established by the
Nebraska Legislature in 1901. Originally the Library
Commission was a Traveling Library; a general
public library collection was developed from which
a reference staff member chose groups of books to
be sent to localities which had no library service at
all. Then, as local libraries were established, the
Library Commission acted as a back-up collection
for these I ibraries: the Reference Iibrarians were
asked to find material to supplement the local
library's collection. There was a period of time when
rural residents were not given the opportunity to
use local town libraries, then the Library Commission
reference staff selected reading materials for entire
families, found information for term-papers,
pursued recipe requests, etc., and mailed these books
directly to the rural requestors. As local libraries
strengthened their resources, as counties increasingly contracted with strong city libraries to serve

these rural residents, via bookmobiles and other
arrangements, the Library Commission reference
staff was being asked for academic or specialized
materials.
The spread of a Tele/TWX (telecommunications
exchange) network across the state with machine
installations in 21 libraries around Nebraska
sped I nterlibrary Loans between all libraries of the
state. This permitted the Library Commission to
estab I ish state resource centers. In 1972 the
Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse was created.
Originally this was to be a separate entity beyond
the reference department of the Library Commission,
but it evolved as being a resource within the
Commission with reference furnished by the
reference I ibrarians. In 1974 the N LC adu It fiction
collection was transferred to the North Platte Public
Library, and the NLC juvenile collection was sent
to the Fremont Public Library. These collections
are approached by all libraries of the state as in the
past: a request is made to the N LC via TWX and a
search is made of the Nebraska Union Catalog af-ld
locations are returned to the requesting library.
While most juvenile titles are not included in the
Union Catalog, full information is supplied by the
reference staff to the requesti ng Iibrary with the
suggestion that this "probably" is a juvenile title
and therefore the library should inquire from
Fremont PL for that title.
The N LC reference department is anticipating
that the future for N LC will include more non-book
materials and other special tools and capabilities
which the reference staff will share with the other
libraries of the state.
Kay Fye

ANNOUNCING . ..

A new publication from the State Department of
Education's Media Services Department, "Media of
Exchange." The newsletter will be mailed to all school
media/library personnel approximately every 6
weeks, accord ing to John Courtney, Med ia Services
consultant and editor. Watch for the first issue in
the very near future.

nlc
THE 500 MILE CAMPUS

The University of Nebraska Extension Division
announced that the following programs will be
offered in September and October:

Date
Program
Town
September 28, "Art Workshop"
Grand Island
1974
October 1,
"Audubon Wildlife
Uncoln
1974
Film"
October 1,
"Art Workshop"
St. Paul
1974
October 2,
"The Newly
Grand Island
1974
Appointed Supervisor"
October 5,
"Art Workshop"
Broken Bow
1974
October 8,
"Personnel
Omaha
1974
Ma nagement"
October 9,
Beaver City
"Art Workshop"
1974

For additional information, contact the University Extension Division (402) 472-2171.
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BICENTENNIAL DISPLAY PACKAGE FOR
LIBRARIES AND SCHOOLS

The People's Bicentennial Commission (PBC)
has produced a complete Bicentennial display
package of books on the American Revolution,
"I n the Minds and Hearts of the People." The
display, especially suited to library and school use,
conta ins eight large posters based on quotes from
the founding fathers and mothers, thirty reproductions of Revolutionary Era engravings, captions
and headlines describing the major events and
themes of the American Revolution, and a Syllabus
and Study Guide compiled by Dr. Page Smith,
PBC senior staff historian and a Bancroft awardwinning author. "In the Minds and Hearts of the
People" can be ordered for $20.00 from the
People's Bicentennial Commission, 1346 Connecticut
Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20036. (202)
833-9121.

IF YOU ARE MOVING~.

Let us know ... give us at least 4 weeks notice so
that we can change our mailing list in time. Don't
miss an issue of Overtones!
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STATE AID MONEY TO TEKAMAH - A FIRST

Tekamah has a history of being first. The first
state aid money ever presented to a Nebraska
library was recently awarded to northern network's
Tekamah Public Library. Tekamah PL was the first
library in Nebraska to apply for the state aid grants.
According to N LC Nebraska Library Commission's
Do Lessenhop, the pace was set by Marguerite
Johnston, N LC's first statewide consultant, whose
home is Tekamah. Marguerite's enthusiasm and desire
for library service has been an inspiration to Tekamah
and to us all," Mrs. Lessenhop said.
The $385 grant was made possible to LB 997
which reads, "There is included, a $200,000 general
fund which shall be used for the development of
local libraries.
The formula used to determine allotments to
Nebraska libraries is $200 for every grant recipient
plus $.10 per capita, based on the 1970 census population figures.

_
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Mrs. Louise Fairbairn, Tekamah public librarian,
said they are planning to use the state aid money to
buy furniture for their library. "We are in the
process of building a new children's room in the
basement and will need a desk or furnishings of some
kind for the room. This will help us buy what we
need," she said .
The following libraries have received state aid
grants, since the time of the Tekamah award:
Holdrege Public Library
Sutton Public Library
Goodall City Library, Ogallala
Auld-Coudna Public Library, Guide Rock
Bridgeport Publ ic Library
Finch Memorial Library, Arnold
Hards Memorial Library, Central City
Nancy Fawcett Library, Lodgepole
Ravenna Public Library
Brunn Memorial Library, Humboldt
Webermeier Memorial Library, Milford
David City Public Library
Valentine Public Library
Norfolk Public Library
Sidney Public Library
CONVENTION '74:
COOPERATION AND COORDINATION

Again this year the Nebraska Library Commission
and the Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse will
have booths at the annual Nebraska Library Association convention, October 17 and 18 in Omaha.
From left to right: Win Jacobsen, Columbus PL;
Mrs. Louise Fairbairn, Tekamah PL; Mrs. Gladys
Millett, Tekamah PL and Steve Ooton, NLC's
northern network coordinator.

Commission and Clearinghouse staff members
will be present at the booths to meet with conventioneers and answer questions about services, documents, fi Ims, workshops, and other areas of
Continued on next page.
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interest.
We have published the following schedule for your
convenience. If you have a question concerning
one specific area, you may want to stop by the
booth at the time the representative is there.

Marion Hanscom, NLC Cataloging
department
11 :00 - 12: 00 Ellen Snow, NLC Interlibrary loan
Paula Durling, N LC Film department
12:00 - 1 :00 N LC staff members
1 :00
N LC booth closes

The Publications Clearinghouse will have a
separate booth and have a Clearinghouse staff

member present to answer questions about
documents - state or federal.
Everyone is looking forward to meeting with the
people attending this year's convention, stop by
and see us.

Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse Booth
Thursday, October 17

8:00 a.m. 7:00 p.m.

Clearinghouse staff present all day

Friday, October 18
Thursday, October 17 - Nebraska Library
Commission Booth

8:00 a.m. 1:00 p.m.

Clearinghouse staff

8:00 - 9:00

Frances Warnsholz, Library for the
Blind and Physically Handicapped
(LBPH)
9:00 - 10:00 Nancy Wiederspan, Overtones editor
t--_ _ _ _ _ _--,-'a....n-'-'d~C~
ommun i1¥ Information
Specialist - Aging
Miriam Miller, TWX and Circulation
10:00 - 11 :00 Gretchen Naugle, Order librarian
11:00-12:00 Karen Lusk, NLC Reference
department
Frances Warnsholz (LBPH)
12:00 - 1 :00 N LC staff members
Jim Smith, Media Center
1 :00 - 2:00
Shirley Rauscher, Union Catalog
2:00 - 3:00
department
Rod Wagner, N LC Administrative
3:00 - 4:00
Assistant
Paula Durling, NLC Film department
4:00 - 5:00
N LC staff members
5:00 - 7:00

QUESTIONS ABOUT DOCUMENTS?

Questions about what documents are, where
they are-, and who to see abou-t-9e-tting them WH
be answered at the DIG (Documents Interest Group)
session at the Nebraska Library Association Convention, Thursday, October 17, 3:00 p.m., Caucus
Room .
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by the
Nebraska Library Commission
Jane Geske, director
John H. Schere, director library development

Friday, October 18

8:00 - 9:00

Kay Fye, N LC Reference department
Frances Warnsholz, LBPH
9:00 - 10:00 Margaret Borchers, N LC Reference
department
Nancy Wiederspan
10:00 - 11 :00 Pat Gildersleeve, NLC Cataloging
department

Nancy Wiederspan, editor
1420 P Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508
printed primarily by HEA
Title II B funds

TOP OF THE NEWS
Top of the News, a quarterly journal featuring
articles dealing with children's and young adult's
library materials and services, is available now, for
the first time, on an open subscription basis.
The lively periodical, which begins its thirty-first
year this fall, is published by the Children's Services
Division and the Young Adult Services Division of the
American Library Association. In the past it has been
available only to divisional members. It will continue
to be sent free to members of those divisions.
Top of the News appears in November, January,
April, and June. The annual subscription rate is
$15.00. Orders should be directed to: Subscription
Services, American Library Association, 50 East
Huron Street, Chicago, I L 60611.
FOR YOUR INFORMATION
"F ree Posters, Charts, and Maps - Sou rces for
Over 500 Bulletin Board Items" has been created
by Dale E. Shaffer. It's a source book for teachers
and librarians. Available for $2.95 from Dale E.
Shaffer, Library Consultant, 437 Jennings Ave.,
Salem, OH 44460. (from American Libraries)

Films to be shown at the ...
NLA CONVENTION
Holiday Inn, 1-80 Omaha
Geske - Lessenhop Su ite
Wednesday (October 16) 10:00 p.m.
American Gone West - 52 min.
What Color Is The Wind - 27 min.
Punch & Jonathan - 9 min.
Thursday (October 17) 10:00 p.m.
G host Towns of the Westward March - 18
min.
Norman the Doorman - 15 min.
A Story - A Story - 10 min.
Peege - 28 min.
Elsa and Her Cubs - 25 min.
Friday (October 18) 10:00 p.m.
A Chemical Feast - 11 min.
Snow Girl - 9 min.
Brand Names & Labeling Games - 9 min.
Endless Sea - 39 min.
Clothing and Fashion; A History - 26 min.
Presented by the NLC, Nebraska Library
Commission.

._--------------------------------NOW IS THE TIME!

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWALNEBRASKA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

If you do not belong to N LA
Name_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___
or have not renewed your
membersh i p to N LA now is the Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
time to send in your memberZip Code
City
State
ship dues.
Your dues include a one year
subscription to the Nebraska
Library Quarterly.

Library Affiliated With

A
'It"-.dd-.-r-e-ss-------------City

State

Zip Code

Your dues also include membership in one section of N LA.
SECTIONS
Additional sections may be
__Public Libraries
_C. & U. Libraries
joined by paying an additional
25% of your basic dues per
additional section added.

_PL Board
_School Libraries
_Friend or Retired
_Special & Institutional Libraries
_Other _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

SALARY

DUES

Student Members
Trustees & Friends
Librarians earning an annual
wage of less than $3,000
$3,000 - $4,999
$5,000 - $6,999
$7,000 - $9,999
Over $10,000
$_ _ Paid
Check _ _ Cash _ __

$4
$5

Return to:
Mrs. Louise Shelledy
3420 So. 37th St.
Lincoln, Nebraska 68506

$4
$6
$8
$10
$12
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A MESSAGE FROM ESTHER BRONSON,
STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

A welcome to a new school year and hearty
wishes for a successful one have already been sent
across the State to our school media personnel
through a variety of channels. However, if one of
these has missed you, then we take this opportunity
to extend greetings at this time, inviting you at the
same time to avail yourself of the services which we
offer.
Those of us within the State Department of
Education who share a primary concern for the
well-being of the school media program are indeed
service oriented. Call us for verification of this. If
assistance across the telephone lines won't work or
if a note via the mail proves unsatisfactory, then
we'll come! (Call John Courtney at 471 -2448, and
Esther Bronson at 471 -2774).
We are indeed coming to you (or hopefully,
edia Familv Affai-r,....aw-l " 0
urge you to come. Bring co-workers, classroom
teachers, your principal, your superintendent! Keep
the following dates and places in mind : .
November 5 in Columbus at the Holiday Inn
November 7 in Hastings at the Garden
November 11 in Beatrice at the Hoi iday Inn
November 18 in So. Sioux City at the Marina Inn.

---==hc;g
lo~se 10

The program? We'll begin about 2 :30 with a
structured program, break for dinner (dutch treat)
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about 5:45, and continue on thereaf ter as long as
you wish with an informal evening of sharing,
asking, solving, etc.
Although planned to serve the needs of the
school media personnel, the Media Family Affairs
would welcome the public librarians as well.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 9, Wednesday

Institutional Librarian Workshop, 9 :00 a.m. 3 :00 p.m .
N LC Headquarters, 1420 P Street, Lincoln
October 16, Wednesday

NLA/NLC Pre-convention Workshop
User Oriented vs. "Thing" Oriented
Measurement, Omaha
October 17 & 18, Thursday & Friday
·~==-'"' I =

riCA. LOnvt::IIL;UfI

Holiday Inn, 72nd & Grover, Omaha
October 18, Friday

NLC Library Commission Meeting
9:30 a.m. - Holiday Inn, Omaha
November 3 - 6, Thursday through Sunday

Mountain Plains Convention
Lake Tahoe, Nevada
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INFORMATION ON COMPUTERS
For several years people in the library world
nationally and in Nebraska have been exploring the
possibility and desirability of using computers in
library work.
Imagine! A computer - a mechanical slave, so to
speak - to do the drugery of:
• ordering material from far-off fellow-computers;
• cataloging and processing material as it arrives;
• producing mUltiple catalogue cards, and book
spine labels;
• making bibliographic lists of a library's holdings
by author, by title, or by subject;
• figuring circulation, budget, or other statistics;
• pursuing title verification procedures;
• conducting interlibrary location searches.
Or, do you wince at the memory of trying to get
your name removed from a computer-produced
mailing list? Do you recall the frustration of
straightening out an error of a computer-figured
department store billing?

cataloging information in a machine-readable form
called MARC (Machine-Readable Catalog). This
MARC cataloging, which is the basis used by most
current national library computer systems, gives
complete positive item identification with full
descriptive inofrmation as well as analytics, classification number, and Library of Congress card
number for each entry. It is coded to be placed on
a magnetic tape which can be easily reproduced
onto a standard 3 x 5 catalog card for individual
library use. It is stored, transmitted, and retrieved
via a computer terminal.
Nebraska Iibrarians, since 1966, (when the Library
of Congress first began their studies) have been
analyzing the MARC machine-readable system with
professional interest. Since 1970 Nebraska, and
other librarians have been meeting to discuss the
pros and cons of computer systems.
Now, in 1974, there is the exciting news that
Nebraska librarians have begun nitty-gritty discussions
about which computer system might be applicable
to Nebraska libraries.

Yes. There are two sides to computers. So what
everyone needs to remember is: a computer is a
machine which will perform endlessly whatever a
human being tells it to do. A computer-slave
performs only as efficiently as its master commands
it.

Follow-up articles in Overtones will discuss these
national library computer systems:
a) OCLC
b) WICHE/Washington State/California-BALLOTS
c) SA LI N ET /N E LI N ET /B IBN ET

There are perfectly functioning computers at
work right now in and out of the library world.
There are currently several successful library computer systems in operation around the U.S. These
systems were devised by capable and dedicated
technicians and librarians.

CONGRATULATIONS .. .

The U.S. Library of Congress led the way into the
library computer field when it began providing book

... to Mrs. Maurice Hevelone, Beatrice PL board,
who recently was honored by the Women's Division
of the Beatrice Chamber of Commerce. Mrs.
Hevelone was named Woman of the Year for
culture as a result of her community and library
involvement.
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CONFERENCE UPDATE

"New Approaches in Reference Services" was a
conference held recently by the University of Iowa's
School of Library Science . N LC staff members
Margaret Borchers and Kay Fye attended the one
day meeting.
The conference discussed recent changes in
reference book publishing and reviewing, changes
in methodology for measurement and evaluation
of reference service as well as other topics.
Of particular interest to Margaret Borchers,
conference participant, was one small group session,
"Serving Special Publics." Information and referral
service in libraries, 24 hour phone service reference
departments, and "people" or Community Resource
files to be used for reference were some of the areas
of discussion.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 23 - 25, Wednesday - Friday

NSEA Convention
Civic Auditorium , Omaha, NE
November 1, Friday

Central Network Workshop Series
Superior, 9:30 - 4:00
Service to the Aging & Library Publicity
and Public Relations
November 3 - 6, Thursday - Sunday

Mountain Plains Convention
Lake Tahoe, Nevada
November 8, Friday

Central Network Workshop Series

Alma, 9:30 - 4 :00
If you are interested in obtaining more information
Service to the Aging & Library Publicity
about the conference contact Margaret Borchers,
and Public Re lations
Nebraska Library Commission, 1420 P Street,
November 15, Friday
- - --~L lriCo In.
-------:=--I--~.,.-.:.::.:::.:.::::.:::::::: -----,;o'""7;;r-'-.........-..........,..,-++.,.-,""
Central Network Workshop Series'" -,.,:~--+----!
If you are interested in the topic of reference as
an information and referral center, you may want
to consider attending the week-long institute to be
held in June, 1975, "The Public Library as an Information and Referral Services Center," sponsored
by Palmer Graduate Library School. For complete
details and admission information contact Dean
( illespie, C.W. Post Center, Greenvale, NY 11548.

Cozad, 9:30 - 4:00
Service to the Aging & Library Publicity
and Public Relations
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NCLIS HEARINGS
by the

Although each state in the Mountain Plains region
has its own complex problems it was obvious at the
National Commission on Libraries and Information
Science hearings, geographic distance in each state
is a common problem

Nebraska Library Commission
Jane Geske, director
John H. Schere, director library development
Nancy Wiederspan, editor

Utah, Nevada, Wyoming, Nebraska, Kansas,
North and South Dakota librarians echoed that
problems of inadequate funding coupled with
expensive library service and geographic distance
continue to plague their library systems.
Watch for articles on the Commission's proceed ings.
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THE SEARCH IS ON

The search is on for the best library public
relations program.
From the smallest school library to the Library
of Congress, many libraries have established productive communication with their patrons. Last year,
twenty-five libraries with imaginative public relations programs were presented with the John Cotton
Dana Library Public Relations Award at the The H.
W. Wilson reception held during the annual American Library Association Conference. If you think
your public relations efforts are outstanding, you
can be a future award winner.
Your entry may be in the form of a few radio or
television spots, a scrapbook of your publicity
during the year, a record of a single effort such as a
drive for an increased bond issue, sl ides, fi 1m stri ps,
or any other form by which you successfully communicated your library's message. Last year, a small
school library received an award for its report on
how its k.iRdergarten and first grade students assisted
in solving a community problem.
To be eligible for the 1975 award, your effort
must have been terminated in that year. For example,
a school might enter its public relations program for
the school year 1974-1975, or a public library might
report an activity wh ich lasted on Iy from November
through December of 1975. Three types of awards
are given: the award, honorable mention, and special
award. All entries are evaluated in relation to a
library's size and resources. Winners have included
church libraries, small school and public libraries,
state libraries, and many foreign libraries. It is the
quality of the public relations program that determines the award, not the quantity.
The contest is sponsored by the ALA Library
Administration Division's Public Relations Section,
which also selects a panel of seven library public
relations experts for the judging of the contest
entries.
The deadline for entries for the 1974 contest is
February 12, 1975 and wi nners wi II be on d isp lay
in the ALA exhibits area in San Francisco. Past

winners may be obtained by inter-library loan from
the American Library Association Library, 50 East
Huron Street, Chicago, Illinois 60611.
For further information regarding the form of
your entry, rules and regulations, and other information, please write to The H.W. Wilson Company,
950 University Avenue, Bronx, New York 10452.

JOBS

Kearney State College Library,
Opening for Reference Librarian, to be
filled November 14,1974. MLS required,
with experience preferred. Salary $10,500+,
depending on experience.
Apply to:

Mr. Ron Martin
Director of Libraries
Kearney State College
Kearney, NE 68847
Phone: (308) 236-4218-

-

NOVEMBER BOOKSHELF SHOWS
Title, Author,
& Publisher

Location Where
Taped

Air Date

The Captain
America Complex
by Robert Jewett
Westminster Press

Nebraska ETV
Studios

11/8/74

Kissinger by
York, Nebraska
Marvin & Bernard Public Library
Kalb, Little-Brown

11/15/74

York, Nebraska
Public Library

11/22/74

The War Between
the Tates by
Allison Leury,
Random House

Go East, Young
Grand Island,
Man by William O. Nebraska
Douglas, Random Public Library
House

11/29/74

nlc
S-U-N READING LISTS
"This is the supplemental reading list for the
psychology course offered by S-U-N beginning
November 3, 1974. All enrolled individuals are
being informed that regional libraries may have
the reference or that regional libraries will be able
to acquire the reference through an inter-library
loan. It is my understanding that any public library
in addition to the regional libraries would be able
to perform the same kind of service.
We appreciate very much the cooperation which
each of you are giving to S-U-N ."
Milton J. Hassel, Director of Development, S-U-N
Deese, J. Psychology as Science and Art.
Pines, M. The Brain Changers; Scientists and the
New Mind Control
Lorenz, K. King Solomon's Ring
Wadsworth, Barry. Piaget's Theory of Cognitive

Role in Psychological Development." In D. Levine
(Ed.), Nebraska Symposium on Motivation.
Byrne, D. An Introduction to Personality: A
Research Approach.
Patterson, G. Families: Applications of Social
Learning to Family Life.
Rosenkrantz, P., Vogel, S., Bee, H., Broverman,
I., and Broveman, D. "Sex-role Stereotypes and Selfconcepts in College Students." Journal of Consulting
and Clinical Psychology.
Janis, I., Groupthink Among Policy Makers. In
Sanford and Comstock (Eds.), Sanctions for Evil.
Bem, D. Beliefs, Attitudes, and Human Affairs.
Zigler, E. and Phillips, L. "Psychiatric Diagnosis :
A Critique." Journal of Abnormal and Social
Psychology.
Hoch, E. Clinical Psychology: An Empirical
Approach.
For more information on the S-U-N lists
contact the Regional Libraries.

Development.
- - - - I).R...;.-..R-t GHARD-Al:l.
Alpern, M., Lawrenc8."M.,and Wolsk, D.- ·
bNl------~-------__=_;
Sensory Processes.
Norman, D. Memory and Attention: An Introduction to Human Information Processing.
Schachter, S. and Singer, J. "Cognitive, Social
and Physiological Determinants of Emotional
State." Psychological Review.
Hunt, J. McV." I ntrinsic Motivation and Its
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. .. has been selected as the Director position of the
Beatrice Public Library.
Dr. Allen, who has a Masters degree in Library
Science and a Ph. D. in German, previously worked
with the University of Nebraska - Lincoln library
system. Welcome!

I

BULK RATE
US POSTAGE
6.1 II! PAlO
PERMIT NO. 212
LINCOLN, NE

----'

THE NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION

OVE
TOMES
FROM THE UNDERGROUND
Volume 2 Number 8

A Biweekly Communique From N LC Headquarters
MORE STATE AID AWARDS

ATTENTION PUBLIC LIBRARIANS!

In Volume 2, Number 6, Overtones, we listed the
libraries recently receiving state aid grants.

Please ask the president of your library board if
he/she is receiving his/her copy of Overtones. (Not
a" board members are on the mailing list - just
board presidents).

Since that time, the following libraries have been
added to the list of libraries receiving the awards.
Congratulations.
Cedar Rapids Public Library
Tilden Public Library
Broken Bow Public Library
Thomas County Library - Thedford
Seward Publ ic Library
Hooker County Library - Mullen
Osceola Public Library
Chadron Public Library
Carnegie Public Library - Pawnee City
Kimball Public Library
St. Paul Public Library
Ord Township Library - Ord
Plainview Carnegie - Plainview
Francis E. Hastings Memorial Library - Grant
Karlen Memorial Library - Beemer
Oakland Public Library
Verdigre Public Library
Clarkson Memorial Library
Auld Public Library - Red Cloud
Stanton Publ ic Library
Wayne Public Library
Kearney Public Library
Wisner Public Library
Potter Public Library
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Congratulations to Jerry Kaup, director, of
the Holdrege Public Library, who was recently
elected internal vice-president of the Holdrege
Jaycee's.

There may be an oversight, or it is possible there
has been a board member change and we were not
notified.
We would like to keep our mailing list current,
thanks for your help.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November 8, Friday

Central Network Workshop Series
Alma, 9:30 - 4:00
Service to the Aging & Library Publicity and
Public Relations
November 15, Friday

Central Network Workshop Series
Cozad, 9:30 - 4:00
Service to the Aging & Library Publicity and
Public Relations

Sandoz Advisory Council Meeting
Valentine Public Library
Valentine, NE
November 22, Friday

Central Network Workshop Series
Aurora, 9:30 - 4:00
Service to the Aging & Library Publicity and
Public Relations
November 26, Tuesday

Coordinators Meeting
NLC Headquarters, Lincoln
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GERALD RUDOLPH, NEW UN-L LIBRARY
DIRECTOR

BICENTENNIAL NEWS . ..
According to Mrs. Chris Blumm, Dodge County
Bicentennial Chairman, the Scribner Librarian,
Mrs. O. W. Wehrmann, scored a "first" when she
was named to receive the "Round-To-It" Award.
This is the first such award presented in Nebraska
by the Nebraska Bicentennial Commission.
Mrs. Wehrmann was given the award because she
"got around to" organizing a special Bicentennial
section of books in the local library.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
Dr. Gerald A. Rudolph, University of NebraskaLincoln library director, brings new leadership and
new ideas to the Nebraska library scene.
The UN-L library, he stated, houses the largest
collection in the state. Making that collection
available to the people of Nebraska is Rudolph's

Arthur Plotnik, 37, a graduate of Columbia
Library School, with some fifteen years' professional
writing and editorial experience, has been named
editor of American Libraries, the national magazine
published in Chicago by the 35,000 member
American Library Association.
.k preseAtty~SQ(;~~iQ.H:BF--Gl-~3---------,=!
Wilson Library Bulletin, wi II begin h is new post on
January 2. He succeeds John Gordon Burke, who
resigned in September. In the interim, Helen Cline,
Managing Editor of ALA Publishing Services, is
responsible for editorial direction of AL.
I

Good statewide service and cooperation go hand
in hand, according to Rudolph. "We don't want to
conflict with anyone, but cooperate and investigate
what we can do joined with everyone in giving good
statewide services."
Funding and duplication of services are possible
problem areas, Rudolph said. Funding, he explained,
may not be adequate for a library system of this
size if UN-L is going to be more than static. Sharing
resources so duplication doesFl't occur, and considering automated services are areas he wants to discuss.
In addition to his interest in libraries, Rudolph
enjoys raising quarter horses. The regular chores
of raising horses allow him the possibility of getting
out in the open.
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Building two barns single-handedly, he added, isone of his accomplishments outside of the library
field.
Rudolph emphasized good library service is a team
effort. "Whatever is accomplished here isn't
going to be accomplished by me, but by the people
who work with me - it's a matter of collegue
relationships. "

Nancy Wiederspan, editor
1420 P Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508

should continue to be sent to N LC for locations.

CONVENTION REPORT

A short explanation of the ALA Interlibrary
Loan form was given.

For the first time this year at the Nebraska
Library Association convention there was an I nterlibrary Loan interest group meeting.

Also mentioned briefly was the kind of information needed from the patron for material or
reference questions. The most important information
needed is the source of the citation. It doesn't
make any difference where it is a patron got his
information as long as the librarian quotes this
source especially if the library can't find any other
verification.

Probably the meeting could be summed up in two
words : Better Communications.
The first topic mentioned was Bib requests. Bib
is a nickname for the Bibliographical Research
Center in Denver. When there is not a location in
Nebraska for a certain book, a patron can request
a Bib Search. They will try to give locations in the
Midwest first and then the rest of the United States.

The list of Periodical Holdings of the Regional
Libraries was mentioned as a good source to find
periodicals. It was mentioned that the NLC will
update these periodical lists.

Bib is limited to how much service they can give.
Juvenile books are very seldom listed, just like our
Nebraska Union Catalog. However, we can try to
locate juvenile titles that are really needed. Also
very recent books can be a problem. They cannot
be located immediately because it takes time to get
a title entered in a library catalog let alone in a
>----~nlon Catalog. So screen your S-ib requests for these types of problems.

After these subjects were discussed the meeting
was then opened for a general discussion. Probably
the main topic discussed was open communication.
It was suggested that when a prob lem arose the
person or library should be contacted as soon as
possible and the problem discussed. This waycommunication stays open so that the patrons may
be best served.

Bib charges $4.00 for location searches and $7.00
for unverified search requests. You can see why the
NLC is reluctant to ask for a Bib search on a book
that costs 75 cents. Also you might warn your
patron the results of such a search might be negative.

Ellen Snow,
N LC I nterl ibrary Loan Department

FII-M MEMO:

The policy of the University of Nebraska at
Lincoln on replying to Interlibrary Loan requests is:
Only when they cannot fulfill a request do they
TWX an answer.

Remember to request NLC films via your public
library and the regular interlibrary loan procedures.
The N LC fi Im department suggests you request
films at least two weeks prior to the date you need
the film. Due to the mail system and especially with
the holiday season approaching, it is difficutl to
accurately estimate mail delivery.

Juvenile Books Discussed

Juvenile book requests were discussed. Fremont
Public Library is now a state-wide juvenile resource
library. Stan Schultz of that library said whenever
a library is certain the book a juvenile, and they can
verify the title in BIP, they can TWX directly to
Fremont Public Library. However, when a library is
in doubt whether a title is juvenile, request from the
N LC. Please mark requests to Fremont Public Library
clearly to indicate juvenile book request.

Requests for films are taken no more than four
months in advance.
Watch for the N LC Film Supplement No.1
which will be arriving at your library door soon.
It list:s'about 90 additional film titles.

Adult Fiction Resource

North Platte Public Library is now serving as the
State-wide
adult fiction resource center.
Title request
,
..... ._-- - -"._--

-

,

For any questions regarding film procedures at
the NLC, contact: Jim Smith, 1420 P Street,
471-2045 or TWX 910621 8119.

nlc
LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Constituents will effect their Congressmen is
American Library Association (ALA) representative, Nancy Stiegemeyer has her way.
Speaking to a group of predominately public
library trustees and librarians, Ms. Stiegemeyer
urged action in legislative matters.
Ms. Stiegemeyer outlined the way to "bring
maximum constituent effort to bear upon the
Congress, state legislature, and agencies in support of
library programs" in the Thursday afternoon
session.
Her first words of advice, as well as ALA's,
message is to
(1) inform as many individuals as possible of the
functions and importance of libraries, state and
federal library programs in order to enlist
citizens, officials and library employees alike in
joint legislative efforts.
(2) establish and maintain a flow of information
on current library legislative proposals to all
interested or potentially interested persons.
(3) assign specific responsibility for liason with
each member of the Congress and state legislatures
in order to insure his/her receipt of information
and to provide feedback.
(4) maximize the effectiveness of the ALA
Washington Office.
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(5) avoid duplication of effort on the part of
library organizations, national, state and local.
With these objectives in mind, Ms. Stiegemeyer
continued discussing state legislation committees,
legislative oontacts, legislative coordinators,
advocacy, federal relations coord inators and other
topics.
For a detailed look at the topic of legislative
action consult The National Legislative Network
For Libraries: A Master Plan. Contact Nancy
Wiederspan, N LC headquarters.
LLOYD ALEXANDER: SELECTED READINGS

The Nebraska Library Commission has recently
received a cassette recording of Lloyd Alexander
reading from some of his books.
The selected readings are from the following
texts:
The Wizard in the Tree
My Five Tigers
The Cat Who Wished to Be a Man

If you are interested in obtaining a copy of the
recording, contact Jim Smith at the NLC Media
Center, 1420 P Street, Lincoln. Permission has been
obtained to distribute one copy of the tape to each
interested library.
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REGIONAL/TXW MEETING AGENDA

tions from Government Printing
Office Meeting in Washington,
growing demands for State
Checklist, etc. - Documents
Center.
4) Non-Book Materials for the BI ind
and Physically Handicapped:
status on large print distribution
to regional libraries, questions,
etc. - Center for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped.

Films, documents, interlibrary loan, blind and
physically handicapped materials, and funding are
scheduled for discussion at the bimonthly regional
librarians meeting in Lincoln, November 26.
The following information is the planned agenda.
If you are unable to attend the meeting, or are not
a regional librarian, contact a regional librarian or
coordinator in your network for meeting details.
9:00
9: 15
9:30-11 :00

Coffee
I ntroductory Remarks and Plans
for Sessions
Sub-Committees in I ndividual Groups:
a) Communications
b) SUN Learning Centers
c) Standards/Guidelines for Regional/
TWX Network Headquarters
d) Network Advisory/State Advisory
Councils

11:00-12:00

Each of these departments is preparing a fifteen
minute presentation so groups can be small and
everyone will be involved in each. Questions should
be a part of the presentation).
12:00
1 :00

2:00

Subject Specialties:
Questions/Suggestions - rotation to
permit full participation
1) Films: status, use, computerization, mail, needs, problemsMed ia Center
2) TWX Requests: status, load,
verification, regional strengths,
need for in-depth subject collections in areas, lateral messages,
etc. - Reference Center
3) State/Federal Documents: status
on regional depository, acceptance
of duplicates, report on advisory
committee meeting, considera-

LUNCH
Reports/Recommendations from
Sub-Committees
Action for Commission Consideration
Reports form Commission Staff
A) Funds:

3:00

Federal/State
Projects
State Aid
B) Regional/TWX Contracts
Quarterly Reports: Analysis
C) Regional School Contracts
Based upon findings on Regional
/TWX Reports
a) Contract Form
b) Formula for Basic Allotment
for Twelve Months (12/1/7412/1/75)
c) Report Form
D) Budget/ Fiscal Questions
Other
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UNO COLLOQUIUM SERIES
Three years ago John Christ, UNO library director,
launched a library science colloquium series for
librarians in Nebraska. The series provides a place to
answer questions about current library issues and
pressing problems, according to Christ.
The UNO library director said planning for the
current year is now beginning and stressed he
welcomes input from other librarians in the state
as to content and topics of current interest.
The programs have previously been held once a
month during the academic year. However, consideration is being given to one day, multi-topic session
to be held in January.
In the past, the series has been presented in
Omaha, Kearney and Hastings. However, if more
interest isn't shown in having the programs elsewhere the programs will originate and remain in
Omaha, Christ said.

This poster is available for use by any library in
Nebraska. Room was left on the bottom of the

L-__________~-=~----~~_=~~~~~~~~----~~~~~tv~o~~~~~~~~ww~~----------~

Not all of the programs have been presented by
Christ. The variety of programs he exp lai ned,
depends upon the expertise and interest of people in
Nebraska.
The 1973-74 Colloquium Series included the
presentations: "The Application of Social Science
Research Methods to Library Science," "Library
Orientation Methods in Academic Libraries,"
"I mplementing a Reference Lecture Program" and
the "Teaching of Reference."
If you are interested in obtaining further information on the colloquium series and/or think the
concept sounds interesting and would like to
suggest possible program topics, contact: Dr. John
Christ, Gene Eppley Library - UNO, Omaha, NE
(402) 554-2361.

attached (somehow not to deface it, please).
If you need further information or would like to
request this poster for your use please contact:
NLC, Reference Dept. , 1420 P St., Lincoln, NE
68508.
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STUMPED?
The Nebraska Library Commission Reference
Department designed a 28" x 44" (71.12 cm x
111.76 cm) poster for the 1974 N LA Convention.
The poster reads: Stumped? Ask your Reference
Librarian.

Nancy Wiederspan, editor
1420 P Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508

A WORD FOR SCHOOL LIBRARIANS:
CENSORSHIP IS ALIVE AND WELL

There is a basic philosophical problem that faces
all of us involved with school media programs.
This problem hangs over us like a dark cloud and
is ever on the horizon as a potential threat to our
well-being - that problem is censorship. Censorship
can be defined as an overt action intended to
withhold materials from actual and potential
users.
The potential censor can appear from anywhere
and protest about anything; for example, a taxpayer protesting Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee
on the grounds that it is "Un-American." Five
Chinese Brothers has been criticized for being a
"violent book." The list goes on and on.
Because censorship is such a potential, and to
many that read this, a real problem, a definite plan
is needed by every school district to meet the
"censors."
If you are a victim of a complaint, the following
is a recommended procedure to follow in order to
minimize the inconvenience and maximize the
protection of your collection and yourself!
1. Receive these complaints by being courteous,
but admit no fault or make no commitment.
2. Invite the complaintant to file his objections
in writing and to fill out the questionnaire
prepared by the National Council of Teachers of
English.
3. Temporarily withdraw the material.
4. Keep in close contact with your immediate
superior.
5. Recommend the establishment of a committee
of teachers, board members, administrators,
media personnel, and students if possible, to
examine the book and the complaint and to
render a decision.
Censorship is a deliberate act to deny materials;
schools should establish a deliberate plan to counter
this act!
John Courtney, Nebraska Department of Education

Public Librarians: For information concerning
concerning public libraries specifically,
consult the Nebraska Library Association
Handbook on Intellectual Freedom located
in the red binder distributed by the NLC
and also containing the film catalog.
RIGHT TO READ

The Nebraska Library Commission has recently
received the ALA publication, The Right to Read
and the Nation's Libraries.
This paperback is available from the N LC
through the regular interlibrary loan procedures or
by ordering from ALA headquarters, 50 East
Huron Street, Chicago, Illinois 60611.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November 19, Tuesday
Audio- Visual Workshop
Nebraska Western College, Scottsbluff
November 22, Friday
Central Network Workshop Series
Aurora, 9:30 - 4:00
Service to the Aging & Library Publicity and
Public Relations
November 25, Monday
Regional Librarians Meeting
N LC Headquarters, Lincoln
November 26, Tuesday
Coordinators Meeting
NLC Headquarters, Lincoln
December. 5-8, Thursday - Sunday
Student Council Leadership Conference
Nebraska Center, Lincoln
December 9-10, Monday & Tuesday
Office of Education Mid-Winter Workshop
Nebraska Center, Lincoln

nlc
LIBRARIES TO BE SUN TESTING CENTERS

Jane Geske, NLC
director of the SUN
recently that public
wide testing centers

director and Milton J. Hassel,
state delivery system announced
libraries will be used as statefor SUN students.

Hassel said there are presently four learning
centers around the state: Scottsbluff, Kearney,
Lincoln and Omaha and it is possible at least one
library in each of Nebraska's 93 counties may
eventually be used for a testing center.
Mrs. Geske said 60 libraries had agreed thus far
to be designated as Sun centers.
The following statistics show the students who
are currently enrolled in the SUN multi-media,
home study program.
Ages:

Accounting

13 - 24
25 - 34
35 - 44
45 - 54
55 - 64
65 - 74
Previous College
Experience
Registered for Credit
Registered - No Credit

Accounting

Psychology

Registered for Both Courses
58
Male Registrants
72 (21 %)
21 (12%)
149 (88%)
Female Registrants
263 (79%)

BOOKSHELF PROGRAMS FOR DECEMBER
Title

Taping
Location

Divorced in America

Grand Island 12/6/74
Public Library

(Pgm. No. 11) by Joseph
Epstein (Dutton)
My Petition for More
Space (Pgm. No. 12) by

Airs

Nebraska City 12/13/72
Public Library

John Hersey (Knopf)
Cavett (Pgm. No. 13)

Nebraska City 12/20/74
by Dick Cavett (Harcourt- Public Library
Brace) and Christopher
Porterfield

23 (14%)
44 (13%)
Men, Women and
University of 12/27/74
83 (25%)
35 (20%)
Children
(Pgm.
No.5)
Nebraska's
Love
90 (27%)
45 (26%)
-~Ian
SllTitoe
(S"cribner
L
~
ib
"r
ary
---49 (28%
87 (26%)
& Sons)
23 (( 7%)
12 ( 7%)
Originally pre-empted, the above program wi II air for
8/335 ( 2%) 6/170 ( 5%)
the first time.
180 (54%)
237 (70%)
98 (30%)
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77 (45%)
143(84%)
27 (16%)

If you've any questions or suggestions regarding
this schedule, please contact Greg Grafft, NETV,
(402) 472-3611,1800 N. 33rd, Lincoln, NE.
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NEBRASKA'S PUBLIC LIBRARY 1.0. CARD
This year, Nebraska/s public libraries are qualifying for an identification card which becomes
immediately negotiable for the materials, the services,
the extra staff hours, telephone, etc., which they
indicated were priorities for state aid funds granted
this first year by the Nebraska Legislature (LB997).
Wh i Ie the card is a green and white serially numbered
treasury warrant, properly signed by the State
Treasurer, Wayne R. Swanson, and the Director of
Administrative Services, Stan Matzke, the document
which earned this public library its identification
card was an application signed by the Library
Board Chairman/President and the Librarian.
The library applying took its first step in deciding
to apply. Its second step to complete the application/ which asked for its support levels (mill plus
per capita) / for its budget, and for its agreement to
use funds as a separate strengthening effort for
library services, meant a long look by librarians and
trustees at their present Iibrary development with
the use of the Standards for Public Libraries in
Nebraska (Revised 1974); The third step involved
the decision on use of the state aid funds to begin
meeting the four elements of the Standards which
were specified this first year (telephone, hours,
support, and network cooperation) or to strengthen
existing programs. The fourth step was to review
budgets with city or county officials and determine
local share at the Standard/s level.
Some ninety-four treasury warrants have been
issued to public libraries which meet the four points
of Standards, mentioned earlier, or show progress
and determination in meeting them. Another eightyfive applications are in the final stages of review,
which sometimes includes a statement on development by that library/s Network Coordinator. We

Volume 2 Number 10

continue to encourage every public library to apply
this first year. This means that another fifty to
seventy-five should be submitting their documents
by December 31 st. (Beginning in January, the
Nebraska Library Commission will augment the
second phase involving libraries which can qualify
for incentive grants. These incentive portions will
go to libraries in counties supporting regional
I ibraries through contracts.)
While the funds available this first year are
limited and grants are small, $200 plus 10 cents per
capita for each public library, the potential for
service available to each library is much greater. If
funds permit, next year we will move from the
identification to the certification process. At the
end of next year, the certified public library will
then be saying to everyone in the state that it is
accepting its role and providing its appropriate share
in the financing and distribution of library services
in its area. If it is doing this, it has earned the right
to call its regional library for material needs above
its own resources. It is also proving at the state
level that it has earned the right to borrow books,
films, documents, and other special resources from
anyone for its community and can ask for assistance
in helping to make its library an important center
Continued on last page.

INFLATION CRUNCH GOT YOU?
I nterested in sharing hotel and/or travel expenses
for ALA Midwinter Conference in January? Janice
Watson, a University of Michigan student, is.
If the idea sounds interesting you may write her
after December 22/ at 818 East 14 Streett Grand
Island, NE. 68801. She will be leaving from
Nebraska.
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THE MEDIUM (FILM) IS THE MESSAGE

CONGRATULATIONS . ..

When ordering films, please request by film
title and the date the film is needed. Also, please
indicate if a substitute film is desired in the event
the requested film is unavailable.

to Mr. Vantine James, secretary-treasurer of the
board, received the Nebraska City Chamber of
Commerce Outstanding Citizen Award for his many
years of service to the community.

If a substitute film is desired, please note a
second or third film title choice. If a substitute
film title is not possible please indicate the subject
area in which you are working.

Also from Nebraska City ... the Jaycee Jaynes
presented the library with a check of $1,432 recently,
proceeds from this year's tour of homes. They plan
to furnish the new youth department with the
contribution.

It would also be helpful to mention the group
to whom the film will be shown (i.e. business
group, children, etc.).
The N LC now has 835 films in use. You have no
doubt noticed the new label and new leaders on
the films. The green leader is attached to the beginning of the film the red portion to the end of the
reel.
When you have finished the film showing, please
Qat rewind_the l ilms It'sJDucb....easier to iDspect
the films when they return to Lincoln if they aren't
rewound. In order to achieve this, each library using
the F i Im Service shou Id have at least one fu II set of
empty reels available for loan. If you need to know
where to purchase the reels, consult the NLC film
catalog (red binder) for addresses.

no

Jim Smith said the film department is open to
suggestions from librarians regarding specific film
titles or subject areas for future film purchases.
Don't hesitate to mail suggestions to Jim Smith,
N LC film department, 1420 P Street, Lincoln.

1958 AUTHOR LIST
The National Union Catalog multi-volume,
1958 Author List set is available to an interested
library.
Doane College library has a duplicate of the
1958 Author List and wishes to distribute it to an
-interested-l~~rar-y. For cemplete details'£ontact:
Peggy Smith, director, Doane College Library,
Crete, NE.
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BACK PERIODICALS AVAILABLE
The Historical Society Library has a nearly
complete set of 122 bound volumes of Library
Digest for the years 1897-1936.
Any library that would like to have this set
please contact:
Mrs. Louise Small
Nebraska State Historical Society Library
15th and R
Lincoln, NE 68508

Nebraska library Commission
Jane Geske, director
John H. Schere, director library development
Nancy Wiederspan, editor
1420 P Street
lincoln, Nebraska 68508

SPEAK OUT
American Library Association's (ALA) policy
making body, the Council, speaks for the Association, according to ALA. Peggy Smith, ALA Councilor
at large and Ray Means, ALA Chapter Councilor
are Nebraska's two Council members.
The Council consists of:
1) 100 representatives elected by the ALA membership at large (Peggy Smith)
2) 52 representatives elected by the ALA members
in the state, territorial and provincial library
associations (Ray Means)
3) members of the A LA executive board
Mrs. Smith, Doane College library director, has
always felt a national professional organization is
important because she doesn't " ... see any other
way to accomplish international policy, set professional standards or establish legal protection for
librarians." She also sees ALA as a way to channel
expertise in many areas.
The Council has among its duties the weeding
of non-functioning committees, the reorganization
of the dues structures, legislative involvement and
support, and public relations.
One of Mrs. Smith's personal areas of interest is to
develop a growing, working definition of the profession and librarians' responsibilities, and to have the
Association responsive to that definition. At this
time there is a wide difference of opinion as to
what librarianship really is, she said. Peggy added,
"1 haven't always been comfortable with voting in
Council sessions. Maybe if I had more input from
Nebraska librarians I would change my ideas. The
arguments on both sides are always good and I
have been voting on my own professional judgement
only."
She stressed she would be a Council member until
1976 and wants and needs input from Nebraska
Iibrarians, specifically on:
1) the new dues structure
2) the ALA stand on Intellectual Freedom
3) Affirmative Action
4) Censorship
5) Right to Read (especially the access of

information to children).
ALA's Midwinter meeting is January 18-25 and
Council members will be attending.
If you would like background information on
any of the above topics and/or would like to
research the subjects before voicing your opinion
to Council members, contact Peggy Smith, Doane
College Libr., Crete, NE or Ray Means, UN-O Libr.

MORE LIBRARIES AWARDED STATE AID
GRANTS
The following libraries have been awarded state
aid grants since the last listing. Check Overtones,
Volume 2, Nos. 6 and 8 for previous recipients.
Grand Island
Maltman Memorial Wood River
Bennington
Beatrice
Blair
Crete
Aurora
Clearwater
Gilbert Library Friend
Minatare
Byron
Hastings
Ralston
Arcadia
North Platte
Exeter
Fairbury
Columbus
Lincoln
Pender
Schuyler
Alma
Cozad
Gothenburg
Newman Grove
Cordelia B. Preston
Memorial - Orleans
Stromsburg

Imperial
Atkinson
Papillion
Omaha
Ashland
Neligh
Tucker Memorial LibraryAlexandria
Auburn
Morton-James PublicNebraska City
Dvoracek Memorial Wilber
Gretna
Palisade
Oxford
Bayard
Davenport
Deshler
Geneva
Burwell - Garfield County
Bassett
McCook
Superior
Curtis
Battle Creek
Blue Hill
Franklin
Pierce
Scottsbluff

nlc
Nebraska's Public Library 1.0. Card (Continued)

for information, education, and recreation.
The uses put forth for state aid funds are varied
to suit the individual community's urgent needs.
They include, of course, extension of hours to
meet Standards; special equipment such as projectors, cassette players, film strip viewers, etc.;
assistance for story hours, special adult programs,
or for nursing home outreach programs; books for
reference use and/or greater depth in children's
and adult collections; media for special uses; etc.,
etc.
This has been an exciting five months at the
Nebraska Library Commission. We greet each application arrival with anticipation. If your public library
has not applied please let us hear from you. If there
are questions we will be glad to have those as well.
Jane Geske, Director
Nebraska Library Commission

NLA FEEDBACK
The N LC/N LA preconference workshop concerning measurement of library services was presented
by Dr. Kenneth Beasley, vice-president of academic
affairs, University of Texas - EI Paso.
The following excerpt was taken from a letter
Dr. Beasley wrote shortly after N LA convention in
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October.
"It (the conference) was a most enjoyable one
- the Nebraska librarians are very alert and
seem to be interested in innovating. I often
find that library groups do not like to expose
themselves to the "intellectual anxiety"
produced by discussing theoretical or abstract
ideas. This is certainly not true for Nebraskans!"

AND MAY WE SUGGEST ...
We wish to stress the importance of not using
"scotch tape" or any transparent tape for emergency
repairs of film. If repairs must be made on a film,
the Kodak Press-Tape splices would be the best
method for field repair.
If a tape repair is made we strongly encourage
the use of an opaque tape material such as masking
tape. In using tape for repair, the thing to remember
is to use the minimum amount of tape pDssible
and cover as few film frames as possible.
If you desire assistance concerning splicing
materials, please let us know as we do have facilities,
staff and equipment to do repairs on films.
For questions and/or further information:
contact: Jim Smith
Nebraska Film Service
1420 P Street
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HOUSE APPROVES WHITE HOUSE
CONFERENCE ON LIBRARIES
The U.S. House of Representatives recently
approved a bill to authorize a White House
Conference on Library and Information Services in
1977 by a vote of 259 to 80.
Congressman John Brademas (D.-lndJ, chairman
of the select subcommittee on education and
principal House sponsor of the bill, said, "The action
reflects the concern of members of Congress on both
sides of the aisle about the financial status of library
and information services in the United States and
the belief that a national dialogue on the needs of
libraries can be helpful in strengthening them."
Brademas noted that President Gerald R. Ford
had, while still a member of the House, first introduced legislation calling for the White House
Conference.
The approved bill calls on the President to
convene a White House Conference on Library
and Information Services in 1977 under the direction of the National Commission on Libraries and
Information Services.
The bill also provides for a 28-member advisory
board, made up of experts on libraries and
information services, members of the public,
representatives, senators, and representatives of
local, state and Federal governments to assist in
planning the Conference.
Brademas said, "We believe that the Conference
will be an excellent forum in which to discuss the
role of libraries in American life."
The Indiana Democrat noted that the House
version of the bill authorizes $3 million for the

Conference, and that the Senate, which has already
authorized $1 0 million, is expected to accept the
House amendments.
For further information please contact the
select subcommittee on education (202) 225-5954.

"CITY SPIRIT"
The National Endowment for the Arts has
announced a new program, "City Spirit" which
hopes to bring the arts into the everyday life of a
city, neighborhood town or state.
Matching grants will be provided to towns that
consider the "overall artistic and aesthetic environment" and plan activities that evolve from the community.
The purpose of the grant is to bring art closer to
the people and to make the arts a continuing
community project.
Applications for projects to begin June 1,1975
should be mailed by January 31, 1975. Those to
begin October 1,1975 must be submitted by April
15,1975.
All applications should be mailed to the Grants
Office, National Endowment for the Arts, Washington, D.C. 20506.
If you're interested in knowing details concerning
the projects, as well as criteria for selection, write
to:
Nancy Wiederspan
NLC
1420 P Street, Lincoln, Nebraska
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THE ORGANIZATION
The Communications Committee at the last
bimonthly Regional Librarians meeting had among
its suggestions the publ ication of the N LC
orggnizational chart.
I t is hoped that the chart wi II be hel pfu I to
people who may have questions about N LC
departments, etc. The chart on page 3 is keyed
with numbers corresponding with the staff names
listed below.
1 Jane Geske
2 Rod Wagner
3 Jeanne Seybold
4 Connie Bottolfson
5 Ruth Ulrich
6 Maurine Hunt
7 Jim Smith
8 Nancy Wiederspan
9 Dorothy Lessenhop
10 Kay Fye
11 Gretchen Naugle
12 Pat Gildersleeve
13 Ellen Snow
14 Margaret Borchers
15 Karen Lusk
16 Shirley Rauscher
17 Marion Hanscom
18 Miriam Miller
19 Margo Clark
20 Paula Durling
21 Bill Schenk
22 Dan Crouch
23 Frances Warnsholz

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

Nancy Noha
Linda Field
Lynn Wild
Bob Svoboda
Dorothy Miller
Donna Hill
Cindy Putnam
Bill Hanlon
Susan Kling
33 Vern Buis
34 Brenda Clark
35 Pat Sloan
36 Beverly Wittig
37 John Schere
38 Barbara Johnson
39 Lucy Giron
40 Steve Ooton
41 Jim Neil
42 Fern Heim
43 Morel Fry
44 Alexi Shuman
45 Laura Berge
46 Mavis Fletcher
47 Pat Kirchoff

tee will be reviewing new directions recommended
in the Older Americans legislation. Additionally,
the Committee encourages the expansion of
library services to the elderly.

CALENDAR
January 14, Tuesday
Library Seminar
Coffee - 8:00
Professional Ethics Discussion - 9:40
UNO, Gene Eppley Library,
Omaha, NE
January 15, 1975, Wednesday
Central Network Advisory Council Meeting
Calvin T. Ryan Library, 9:30 a.m.
Kearney, NE
Januart 19-25, Sunday through Saturday
ALA Midwinter Conference
Chicago
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NO FUNDS FOR OLDER READERS' SERVICES
Neither House nor Senate Appropriations
Committee recommended any funding to carry out
the program in the FY 1975 Labor - HEW
appropriations bill, despite the interest of many
librarians and supporters.
In the approaching months, the Senate Commit-

John H. Schere, director library development
Nancy Wiederspan, editor
1420 P Street
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u.s. GOVERNMENT PRINTING ...
On October 29 and 30 the Depository Library
Council to the Public Printer met in Washington,
D.C . to discuss methods for improving the depository library system administered by the GPO. The
Council is composed of 15 librarians from across
the United States who have been appointed to advise
the Public Printer and the Superintendent of
Documents on matters concerning the distribution
of U.S. Government publications to the 1,138
depository libraries. The Nebraska Publications
Clearinghouse sent Patricia Sloan as a representative
of the depositories within the state.
After setti ng up a charter and bylaws for the
operation of the Council, the group was given a
short tour of the facilities at the Government
Printing Office. The operations concerning the
production of the Monthly Catalog of U.S.
Government Publications and the distribution of
publications to d~pository libraries were in the
process of being moved to another building in
Alexandria, Virginia . Because of the move, service
to depository libraries has fallen into a state of
confusion. However, the move has now been com pleted and hopefully the depository shipments will
return to a normal schedule.
The main topic of discussion undertaken by the
Council concerned the establishment of standards
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for GPO depositories and a schedule of inspections.
Two new positions have been created to provide
for full-time inspectors who will eventually visit all
depositories. Proposed sets of minimum standards
and guidelines were given to the Superintendent of
Documents for his consideration. The inspectors
will follow set procedures and will be able to offer
help and advice to depository libraries on their
visits, which will begin sometime in 1975. The
Council also made several recommendations for
improvements in the Monthly Catalog and gave
their approval to the microfiche pilot project.
Copies of the notes of the meeting have been
sent to all the depository libraries in Nebraska and
are also available from the Clearinghouse.
For questions concerning the conference or
U.S. Government Documents in general contact:
Pat Sloan
Nebraska Pub I ications Clearinghouse
1420 PSt., (402) 471-2045

CORRECTION
The Historical Society Library has a nearly
complete set of 122 bound volumes of Literary
Digest, not Library Digest as was stated in the last
issue of Overtones. This set is available to any
library. For further information contact Louise
Small, Nebraska State Historical Society Library.
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PROFILE: DOROTHY LESSENHOP

It was a job that brought the petite Mrs. Dorothy
"00" Lessenhop to the Nebraska Library Commis-

sion in 1930, but it was the people who kept her
here. Do is retiring in April 1975, after a 43 year
Nebraska library career.
The Depression was in its height (1930), when
the fresh out of college Do was hired, sight unseen,
by Nellie Williams then the secretary of what was
called the Nebraska Public Library Commission.
Jobs were scarce when she graduated from the
University of Michigan. Out of a class of 60, six
got library jobs.
"1 felt I was going pretty far from home and
that I would never see family and friends again."
Before venturing to Nebraska, she looked in a rather
elderly encyclopedia at the Chicago Public Library
and learned that Lincoln's proud assets were a
corset factory and boats on the Salt Creek, neither
of which she ever found.
The Toledo native stressed that what she did
find was friendly people - what she calls Nebraska's
greatest asset. The reason she has stayed so long
is the people. "Frankly, I planned on staying for
two years - at the outside. Now I find that I'll
never leave."
Do has witnessed dramatic changes in the
Library Commission through the years. "1 might
say that I've had my ups and downs while working
here. We started in a basement and I'm ending in a
basement. "
When she first joined the Library Commission
staff they were housed in the basement of the
University of Nebraska's social science building in a
former men's restroom. She recalled that the crowd-

Dorothy Lessenhop, "00"
to her myriad of friends
... warm, witty, reliable,
knowlegeable.

ed books were literally piled to the ceiling.
The staff consisted of three people and a student
who came in and wrapped the books to be sent to
libraries for 25 cents an hour.
From the social science basement the Commission
moved to the Capitol, about the time of the Works
Progress Administration (WPA) project. The WPA
employees made the shelving to house the books on
the first floor of the capitol. They felt they had
reached the top when the Commission moved again.
This time to the seventh floor of the Capitol and
later growing and engulfing a small portion of the
eighth floor.
Then state government officials decided everyone should be out of the Capitol tower until such
time as the state office building was completed.
That prompted the most recent move to the basement
of the former Nebraska Web Press Building.
Do recalled that the WPA workers also made the
Union Catalog (for 30 cents a tray) which was used
from 1939 until they were replaced in 1973. "At
the time they were built for 30 cents they would
have cost $4.00, and heavens knows what they
would cost now."
Continued page 3.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR:
OCLC, WIB-NET, WICHE, ETC., ETC.
What are they? How do they affect, or extend
Nebraska library resources and library services?
What should they do and what can they do efficiently and within budgets? The OCLC (Ohio
College Library Center) demonstration at the
Nebraska Library Association Convention in Omaha
in October was often crowded and it did not allow
time for a full examination of its potential. Individual libraries in Nebraska including the Nebraska
Library Commission are now contracting, or investigating contracts, with OCLC to permit on line
cataloging and location data.
The first draft of a proposal for Development
and Implementation of a Western Interstate Bibliographical Network (WI B-N ET) has just been received
in my office and has been circulated to staff. First
questions have been TWXed to WICHE (Western
I nterst-ate Commission or igher EdY.catioA-W3ut
the draft is still a nebulous statement in terms of
fulfillment of an expanded program in multi-state
networking. Will this plan provide a total service in
the near future, can it provide what is now available
through OCLC, or will it be stronger in terms of
agreements on obtaining loans once location is
gained?
In a recent WICHE sponsored flash survey of
libraries in Nebraska, furnishing more than 3% of
locations in Nebraska Union Catalog listings, the
majority of these responding indicated a great need
for on-line locations. There were many who wanted
cataloging information for their own use or for use
with networks.
It is obvious that some hard decisions, involving
funds, must be made in the coming months. What
effect will these proposals have on our Bib Center
contract which wi II come up for renewal July 1st?
Will it become a part of WIB-NET? Can we justify
continuing an umbrella contract without an extended
program? I am revising and expanding the Advisory
Committee on Automation to include Computerized
Networking and invite each of you to indicate your
interests and to submit your questions.

A March session will be scheduled to allow a full
objective investigation of all options open to this
state. We will ask WICHE staff to discuss their
WIB-NET proposal, as well as their own program
and will ask OCLC staff, plus participating OCLC
staff members to be with us to present their total
operation. There will be time for your questions
and the recurring questions of our staff members.
Jane Geske, Director

THE OFFICIAL EMBLEM
FOR IWY 1975
1975 has been proclaimed as International
Women's Year, and would be an appropriate time
for I ibraries to develop programs for and about
women. For those who wish help with programming,
the United States Center for I nternational Women's
ear f 975llas een eSta lishe :I ts add ress is 1630
Crescent Place NW, Washington, D.C . 20009 . The
Center issues a newsletter with many programming
ideas included with news of what other countries,
and other states in the U.S. are doing to commemorate IWY. It would be good timing to write them
for information, as the official opening of the IWY
is January 11, 1975.
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Profile: Dorothy Lessenhop, Continued

According to Do, one of the greatest experiences
has been for her to see the growth of libraries
throughout the years. "I can remember the first
Nebraska Library Association (N LA) convention.
There were about 87 people there and at the last
one the registration was well over 400."
Another great experience has been to watch
state aid become a reality. To her, it's a dream
come true.
Do recollected that the Library Commission has
had its name changed several times through the
years and once came very close to losing its name
altogether when Governor Bryan, as an economy
measure, decided to do away with the Library
Commission. He obviously didn't get the job done,
but did place the Commisssion under the supervision of the University library and librarian and
neglected to sign the $10,000 biennial appropriation.

Physically Handicapped.
In 1972, Do received the NLA Mari Sandoz
Award, for her" ... significant contributions
throughout her career to the book world of
Nebraska." The award was especially meaningful
to her because she was a personal friend of Miss
Sandoz.
Do's wit and charm are unmatched as is her
remarkable memory and stamina. As one co-worker
stated that Do is one of a kind and was born before her
ti me. She is one of those rare people who has the
ability to do anything well and could have chosen
from a hundred careers, but honored librarianship.
She has been called "Mrs. Library" and to many,
indeed she is.

CALENDAR
1-

"Miss Carey (Commission secretary 1930-44)
and I worked for two months for the 'love of it'
but I must say that we did get paid. In fact, I
received $87 .50 instead of my regular $85 monthly
check for the rest of the biennium.
With the help and support of public librarians
throughout the state, Do added that the Nebraska
Public Library Commission was re-established as an
independent operation in 1935.
The last name change came just a few years ago
when the "public" was dropped from the name
since the Commission works with all types of
libraries.
Through the years Do has worked for the
Nebraska Library Commission as reference librarian
and assistant secretary, acting executive secretary
(twice), assistant executive secretary and librarian for
the blind, audio-visual and interlibrary loan librarian,
head of circulation and assistant executive secretary
for reference and techn ica I services.
In addition, she has worked in the reference
department of the Lincoln City library. In 1952,
the dedicated and energetic Do helped establish and
organi ze Nebraska's own Library for the Blind and

January 11, Saturday
Bibliographical Center Board Meeting
Denver
January 13-31
Quality of Touch exhibit
First National Bank Bldg., Lincoln
January 14, Tuesday
UNO Seminar - Gene Eppley Library
Gene Eppley Library, Omaha
January 19-25
ALA Midwinter
Chicago
January 31, Friday
Commission Meeting & Coordinators
Meeting
NLC Headquarters, Lincoln
February 7, Friday
Budgeting Workshop
Central Network, Clay Center
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THE QUALITY OF TOUCH
Art exhibitions are not usually designed to be
touched because of the very real risk of damaging
or soiling the works of art. This "do not touch" restriction has prevented the enjoyment of art by
people who are visually impaired and because museums are concerned with all the public, exhibitions
now are being organized specifically for the blind.
The University of Nebraska Art Galleries-Lincoln
has selected ten three-dimensional objects for a
special traveling exhibition, The Quality of Touch,
which will circulate as part of the Sheldon Memorial
Art Gallery's Program of Outstate Services during
1975.
The exhibition explores such qualities of touch
as texture, temperature and weight and offers a
variety of shapes and spaces. The objects range
from Katherine Nash's "Fledgling," a baby bird
constructed of welded metal, to Bessie Potter
Vonnoh's "Minuet," a bronze figure of a dancing
lady. There are works of art.and so-called "Ys@ful"
objects by known artists and by unknown craftsmen
from different lands.
Although The Quality of Touch is primarily for
the blind, if all goes well, the sighted will also be
permitted to touch the exhibition. Clean hands and
great gentleness of touch is required.
This exhibition is made possible by a grant from
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the Nebraska Arts Counci I, through the collaboration
of the Nebraska Library Commission, the Library
for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, Nebraska
Rehabilitation Services for the Visually Impaired,
First National Bank of Lincoln and with the assistance of a number of interested individuals.
The exhibition will be shown in the following
cities: Lincoln, Hastings, Grand Island, McCook,
North Platte, Kimball, Scottsbluff, Valentine,
Norfolk, Omaha, and Nebraska City.

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
FOR LIBRARY SERVICES
Nebraska Library Commission - Position Opening

Responsibilities include supervision and coordination of library services of the Nebraska Library
Commission: acquisitions, cataloging, reference,
circulation, government documents, blind and
physically handicapped services.
The Associate Director for Library Services
will also be responsible for development of system
capabi I ities for statewide Iibrary services through
technological applications.
Qualifications will include a graduate degree in
library science with a minimum of eight years work
experience, three of which were in an administrative
capacity. A knowledge of library networks, technical services and automated systems will be required.
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Shirley Flack, Scottsbluff Public Library director,
has been appointed chairman of the Governor's
Conference committee. Other committee members
include: Reta King, Chadron State College Library
director, Helen Quirk, Hastings Public library trustee;
Clara Rottman, Media Services - Lincoln Public
Schools, and Jane Geske, director, Nebraska Library
Commission ex-officio committee member.

KEEP YOUR EYE ON ...
NEBRASKA LIBRARY LEGISLATION

CONFERENCE LOGO
Jane Geske, NLC director, recently announced
that a Governor's Conference on Library Services
will be held in April of 1976.
As many will remember, Gov. Exon encouraged
consideration of a Governor's Conference on
Library Services at the 1973 Nebraska Library Association convention in Lincoln.
It is planned that the Nebraska Conference wi II
be held in 1976 in preparation for the proposed 1977
White House Conference on Library Services. The
Conference is intended to provide an opportunity
for Nebraska citizens to participate in decisions
made concerning library services in the state.
Preceding the 1976 Governor's Conference there
wi II be a series of N LA sponsored Governor's
Hearings conducted throughout Nebraska. A bookmobile embellished with the Conference logo will
travel to towns in each of the six library networks
talking with individuals to assess existing library
services and help to determine additional library
needs on all levels in preparation for the 1976
Conference.

Legislative Bill No. 77 - For an act to amend section 28·926.11, Revised Statutes Supplement
1974 ... to redefine term (Obscene shall mean
... ) Judiciary Committee .
Legislative Bill No. 86 - For an act to amend section 51-202, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, 1943, relating to libraries; to provide
for the election or appointment of library board
members as prescribed; and to repeal the original
section ("residents of such city or village in which
such public library and reading room is established.") Government, Military and Veteran's
Affairs Committee.
Legislative Bill No. 87 - For an act to amend section 77-2704, Revised Statutes Supplement,
1974, relating to taxation; to exempt public
libraries from sales and use taxes; and to repeal
the original section. Section (i) adds "Any
public library" following "Any school, public
or private." Revenue committee.

Copies of bills are available through the clerk of
the legislature. Copies can also be loaned by the
Nebraska Library Commission, (Publications
Clearinghouse) by using the regular interlibrary loan
procedures.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR:
SCHOOL LIBRARIES/MEDIA CENTERS AND
THE NEBRASKA LIBRARY NETWORK

number 19, airs February 14,1975
Strictly Speaking by Edwin Newman, Program
number 20, airs February 21, 1975
The Understudy by Elia Kazan, Program number
21, airs February 28,1975

While it is true that public libraries and regional
TWX libraries serve school age children and young
people directly and indirectly, the school library or
media center has not thus far been included in the
telephone/teletype network except on an individually arranged basis and where there is county wide
.<
Wa,," to
• f'ind
8bout
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regional I ibrary support. I n an effort to determine
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good .. _I ?
an a"'9u~"t
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the supplementary needs of the school library,
GOVERNMENT
, ~GOVERNMENT
DOCUMENTS
OOCUMENTS
special contracts are now being signed between the
Nebraska Library Commission and some regional
TWX libraries who are interested in a demonstration of special needs. The target school library or
media center is the one which has no public library
or has a library open less than ten hours a week or
WE THINK IT IS IMPORTANT
is experiencing difficulties at the local library level.
The school library or media center can under the
above circumstances call the regional TWX library
... that people know about government do~uments.
.
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If you are looking for a new way to display Informaeyon
IS al y
f or specla ma ena sa ove an
~
-tion
GOnG~ng_d-GCUmep.ts, wr:ite fowhe posters
reqUiremenls.
pictured above. They are available for loan from
At the end of six months we will analyze the
the Nebraska Library Commission. For more inforreports of the participating regional libraries and
mation, write or call:
set some guidelines on what the regional library
Susan Kling
should be able to send. This is not to be a replaceNebraska Publications Clearinghouse
ment service for the school's required resources. It
1420 P, Lincoln
is intended to meet a special need!
ou ~

It is anticipated that next year's regular service
contracts with the regionals will be inclusive for
public, school, post secondary and academic (the
latter groups are in the present contracts now) with
built in references to appropriate standards for the
partici pati ng libraries.
We welcome questions and suggestions from
librarians and media specialists.
Jane Geske, Director

BOOKSHELF PROGRAMS FOR
FEBRUARY AIR DATES
Alive by Piers Read, Program number 18, airs
February 7, 1975
Something Happened by Joseph Heller, Program
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LAURA BERGE ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT
Laura Berge recently announced her retirement
effective January 15, as N LC Panhandle Network
Coordinator. Laura joined the Commission staff in
November of 1971 after most recently being the
head librarian at the former Hiram Scott College.
Born in Fremont, Laura attended the University
of Nebraska and graduated from the University of
Michigan in 1927 with majors in English and French.
A believer in continuing education, Laura has also
taken courses at other universities including the
University of Paris (Sorbonne) . The University of
Michigan opened its doors in 1965 when
she decided to return to secure her Masters degree
in Library Science.
An avid political watch-dog, Laura had a chance
to experience the political scene first hand during
the many years she spent in the Washington D. C.
area with her husband, the late Wendell Berge,
who in addition to many other distinguished
positions, served as assistant attorney general of the
United States during the Roosevelt administration .
A respected thinker in the library and teaching
fields, Laura served as president of the Nebraska
Library Association in 1968-69.
Swimming suits and tennis rackets are always
combined with mental pictures of Laura. Her nonstop energy amazes everyone who has known her.
The Commission staff is going to miss Laura, all
we can say is a very inadequate thank you for being
a co-worker but most of all a special friend.

BPH LIBRARIANS GATHER
Librarians from the sub-regional Blind and
Physically Handicapped libraries met in Lincoln
recently to discuss problems, procedure, public
relations, goals, and volunteers, at a day long meeting an at N LC headquarters.
It was announced that the Hastings Public library
is in the process of assuming talking book service
for the entire Central network . They have previously been serving only the Willa Cather region.

Jane Geske, NLC director, stated that the reason
sub-regional libraries were initiated was to improve
services and to make library services to the physically
handicapped more personal and accessible.
Frances Warnsholz, BPH Regional library, stressed
that local librarians-are an essential link in the entire
process. "The BPH services depends upon people
knowing about it and the librarians who know
their communities can add a tremendous amount
by telling people about the service and helping the
patron."
IWY

Governor J. James Exon proclaimed 1975 as
International Women's Year in Nebraska at a news
conference held Saturday January 19.
Libraries throughout the state will be asked to
feature IWY displays during 1975 and will be
encouraged to focus on the special areas of women's
activities and contributions that will be highlighted
by IWY each month. The Nebraska Library Commission is an ex officio member of Nebraska I nternational Women's Year Coalition. The University
of Nebraska at Lincoln Libraries has agreed to
feature a display on women as a part of the
Nebraska International Women's Year activities.
The Nebraska Historical Society has been asked to
develop a display featuring Nebraska women and the
Society's Nebraska History Quarterly will carry an
IWY theme.

CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Creighton
Alliance
Big Springs
Bellevue
Chappel
Hayes Center
Dwight
La Vista
Lexington
Gering
Public libraries, all recent recipients of State
Aid grants.
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SPEAK OUT: STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION
By John Courtney

indeed measure your present media program, and
tell you what should take place to improve it.
Another value of the instrument is that it provided
the new media specialist with the answer to a very
common question, "what do I do and where do I
start in developing a media program?"

A new edition of A guide for Evaluating, Establishing and Developing School Media Programs is
being prepared for distribution throughout Nebraska
and the nation. (Referred to as "Nebraska Guide").

You are encouraged to read and use the "Nebraska
Guide." It can tell you answers that you were afraid
to ask before and it also answers questions you did
not know you had. Confused? Use your guide!

The second edition sees some change in wording
and format, but is basically the same as before.
The changes that were made in the guide make it
even more manageable for individual school and
district use. It also updates the guide according to
the new national standards that will be released in
January.
The use of the "Nebraska Guide" can provide you,
the school library/media specialist, with a very
accurate profile of where you are in terms of a
media program and also provide you with a manageable picture of where you should be going in terms
of program development.
The instrument can be used by its individual
color coded sections, done one at a time, during
any period of time you desire, so there is no
problem in finding time to complete the instrument.
A year of field testing the guide in large and
small schools across the nation has yielded the
general comment that it is a good product and does
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NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK
National Library Week 1975 will be April 13-19.
The theme is "I nformation Power!" and focuses on
vital information services provided by all types of
libraries.
The N LW program was recently turned over to
the American Library Association by the National
Book Committee. Major emphasis this year will be
to increase the visibility of libraries on the national
and local levels.
Stories will be mailed to over 3500 newspapers
and radio spot announcements featuring personalities such as Valerie Harper and Carroll O'Connor
will be included in the national campaign.
Again this year, there will be a variety of promotional materials available to libraries including
posters, bookmarks, banners, and buttons. The
ALAIN LW promotional kits are available by
writing to:
National Library Week
clo American Library Association
50 East Huron Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Another company, Upstart Library Promotionals,
also has promotional aids available for purchase for
National Library Week. The Nebraska Library
Commission has ordered six of the Upstart packets
for distribution in each of the six networks. Ask
your coord i nator about the deta i Is. I f you're
interested in ordering you own Upstart kit write:
Upstart Library Promotionals
Box 976
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740
or call (301) 797-3330

The Nebraska Library Association's National
Library Week committee includes: Bonnie Crell,
chairperson (Lincoln City Libraries); Kay Fye,
(N LC); and Mary Sommerville, (Lincoln City
Libraries). Do'n't hesitate to contact the committee
regarding N LW suggestions.

FLASH
Weather permitting, Mr. W. S. Debenham, Jr.,
assistant executive director of the Ohio College
Library Center (OCLC) and Mrs. Esther Greenberg,
Case-Western Reserve University Library, users of
OCLC, will be at the Nebraska Library Commission
on Thursday, February 13, following their
presentation at the meeting of Post Secondary and
Academic Librarians in Kearney the preceding day.
Their session in Kearney will feature the on-going
program demonstration with the installed terminal
at Kearney State College Library.
I n Lincoln they will meet with Commission
staff in the morning and with all interested persons
at the Lincoln City Libraries Auditorium, beginning
at 1 :30 p.m. If you are interested in attending
please call or write:
Kay Fye
Nebraska Library Commission
1420 P Street, Lincoln, 471-2045

MOUNTAIN PLAINS
. .. Library Association needs your support. Want
to know more about it? Write to Susan Kling,
Nebraska Library Commission and ask for a
Mountain Plains brochure explaining details, dues,
background and purpose of MPLA. Do it now.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR
CONTRACTING

MORE STATE AID AWARDS

As we begin the second phase of state aid for
local libraries, which involves incentive grants for
libraries in counties contributing to regional library
services and development, there is increased discussion on contracting between libraries and within
counties. Network Advisory Councils are analyzing
their areas in terms of county wide support and are
seeking model contracts, legal framework, financing,
and services to be included. While the services and
support guidelines will be included in the new
Standards for Regional Library Services now in
preparation,it is well to look again at the laws
affecting contracts.

Broadwater
Lewellen
Louisville
Lyman
Mead
Osmond
Plattsmouth
Sterling
Tecumseh
Valley
Valparaiso
York
These libraries have been awarded state aid
grants since the last newsletter.

The Inter/ocal Cooperation Act (Nebraska
Statutes, Article 22, Section 23) permits "local

COMPUTER USE CLINIC

governmental units to make the most efficient use
of their powers by enabling them to cooperate with
other localities on a basis of mutual advantage." A
-.eo.PV-Df thaact..can...b.e fOIJod in tbe iLbm[\l eilru",--,·l.L.\-_
the Nebraska Statutes, Article 22, Section 23
(1967 Cumulative Supplement) or in Contracting
(Nebraska Library Commission, Know Series No.3).
If not found locally a copy can be made by the
Nebraska Library Commission and supplied.
Total library service will be available only when
there is an acceptance of each appropriate role and
each equitable share at local, county, regional, state,
multi-state and national levels. County contracts
with regional libraries for extended service to
residents at the local level are a necessary step in
library development. Each individual library unit
gains through this expanded program.

The twelfth annual Clinic on Library Applications
of Data Processing will be conducted by the
GraQ6Ia.t@School oLLibcell:.y Sci@nGe.,-Uni.l.te.J:sj+lt~'I--{""'o.....f ----:---=
Illinois, from Sunday, April 27 to Wednesday,
April 30, 1975. The theme of this clinic will be
"The Use of Computers in Literature Searching and
Related Reference Activities in Libraries."
Over the last decade we have witnessed a very
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rapid growth in the availability of machinereadable data bases and of information retrieval
systems for the exploitation of such data bases. The
rapid developments in this area have put machine
literature searching capabilities within the reach of
many libraries. Many data bases can already be
accessed on-line by individual libraries. Service from
other data bases can be obtained from the producer
of the data base or from one of the scientific information dissemination centers.
We are now beginning to see the development of
regional information centers, designed to make a
wide range of machine-readable files accessible to
all the libraries in a designated geographic region.
In addition, the minicomputer has put data
processing capabilities within the reach of even
quite small libraries, allowing such libraries to
develop their own special data bases and to exploit
these on behalf of a particular user group . One
result of these activities has been the emergence of
the "information services librarian," a professional
librarian who specializes in the use of
machine-readable files. It is these activities, and
their impact on the reference functions of libraries
of a II types, that wi II be discussed at the 1975 CI i nic.
F. W. Lancaster, Professor of Library Science, is
chairman of the Clinic. Further information may
be obtained from Mr. Brandt Pryor, Office of
Continuing Education and Public Service, Universityof Illinois, 116 IIlini Hall, Champaign, Illinois
61820.

the library systems to the students. "Hopefully,
that will happen this coming year," he added.

CALENDAR
February 12, Wednesday

Post Secondary and Academic Librarians
Meeting
Kearney State College
Kearney
February 13, Thursday
OCLC Presentation

N LC Headquarters,
Lincoln
February 18, Tuesday

Central Network Advisory Council
Meeting
9:00 a.m. Holdrege Public Library
Holdrege
February 20, Thursday
SUN (State University of Nebraska)
Advisory Council Meeting

Center for Continuing Education,
Lincoln
February 20, Thursday

Panhandle Advisory Council Meeting
Nebraska Western College,
Scottsb Iuff
February 21, Friday

IN CASE YOU HAVEN'T HEARD ...

Central Network Budgeting Workshop
Orleans

Library directors from post-secondary institutions across the state recently took a giant step.
Faculty members from any Nebraska college can
check out materials from any other college or
university in the state.
The decision was made at a library directors'
meeting attended by directors from Nebraska's
state colleges, community technical colleges, private
colleges and universities. Dr. Gerald Rudolph, dean
of libraries at UNL, said as soon as a determination
is made to the extent of use, they hope to open

February 28, Friday
Central Network Budgeting Workshop,

Lexington
April 13-19
National Library Week

April 27-30
Computer Clinic
University of Illinoi s, Urbana-Champaign
Campus

nlc
POSITION OPENING - NLC
Coordinating Librarian for Media Services
(Librarian III). Responsibilities for the position
include: coordination of media services with N LC
programs and services, supervision of media center
personnel, development and organization of nonprint materials and planning of media. services for
effective coordination and utilization of materials.
The emphasis of media center activities will be
development, organization, and distribution of
audio/visual materials. A primary responsibility will
be the continued development of Nebraska Film
Services as a state resource for film needs. Qualifications: M LS and/or MS Ed. and appropriate
experience. I nterested individuals should contact
Jane P. Geske, Director, Nebraska Library Commission.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR Did You Know . ..
... that fully employed women high school graduates (with no college) have less income on the average than fully employed men who have not completed elementary school? (U .S. Dept. of Labor).

NOW IS THE TIME
... to renew your NLA membership. Hurry!
Contact Mrs. Louise B. Shelledy, 3420 So. 37th
Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68506.

PANHANDLE NEWS

... N LC Media Center director, recently announced
his resignation effective January 31.

Library materials available to nursing homes in
the panhandle were on display during the January
Panhandle Library Advisory Council meeting at the
Scottsbluff Public Library. Mavis Mclean, Alliance,
project director for library services to the institutionalized patron prepared the display and talked about
the acceptance of the program by the nursing home
personnel. She was particularly complimentary
toward the activity directors in the homes.

Jim, who joined the Commission staff in September of 1973 has resigned to become manager of
the Lincoln Marketing Center of the Treck Corporation (photographic equipment and supplies).

John Schere, associate director of library
development, Lincoln, attended the meeting and
discussed funding and explained the non-profit
organizational status of the councils.

JIM SMITH
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REVENUE SHARING TIME
By John Schere

It will soon be time for county boards, city and
town counci Is to develop their budgets for 1975/76.
If you have not already done so, you should be
developing your proposal to present to your tax
agency for your proposed use of revenue sharing
funds in developing your library program. The
original revenue sharing legislation of 1972 was
written to run for a five-year period; this period
ends in December, 1976. There are eight categories
identified in the original legislation for which revenue sharing funds must be used. The following is a
transcript of the section describing how revenue
sharing funds are to be spent, (under sub-part D,
Section 51.31, Permissible Expenditures funds).
~51.31

Permissible expenditures.

(a) In general. Entitlement funds received by
units of local government may be used only for
priority expenditures. As used in this part, the
term "priority expenditures" means:
(1) Ordinary and necessary maintenance
and operating expenses for(i) Public safety (including law enforcement, fire protection, and building code
enforcement) ;
(ii) Environmental protection (including sewage disposal, sanitation, and pollution abatement);
(iii) Public transportation (including
transit systems and streets and roads);
(iv) Health;
(v) Recreation;
(vi) Libraries;
(vii) Social services for the poor or aged;
and
(viii) Financial administration, and

Volume 2 Number 15
(2) Ordinary and necessary sapital expenditures authorized by law.
No unit of local government may use entitlement
funds for nonpriority expenditures wh ich are
defined as al'lY expenditures other than those
included in sub-paragraphs (1) and (2) or this paragraph.
Legislation was introduced in the Senate on
January 15th for a bill to make the Revenue Sharing
Assistance Act a permanent program to provide
funds to local governments. However, the bill
removes the identification of categories for which
the money should be spent. If Senate bill no. 11 is
passed, the local agency receiving funds will be able
to make their own determination of how these
funds are used. It would be advantageous for you
to be identified as an agency receiving revenue sharing
funds before the expiration of the old legislation.
If you would like help in preparing your proposal
for revenue sharing funds please contact your coordinator or John Schere at the Nebraska Library Commission. We will be glad to help you develop your
proposal.

BOOKSHELF PROGRAM FOR MARCH AIR
DATES

The Bankers by Martin Mayer, published by
Weybright & Talley, program no. 22, airs 3/7/75.

All Things Bright and Beautiful by James Herriot,
published by St. Martin's Press, program no. 23,
airs 3/14/75.
One Just Man by James Mills, published by Simon
and Schuster, program no . 24, airs 3/21/75
The Pleasure Bond by Masters and Johnson, published by Little, Brown and Co., Inc., program
no. 25, airs 3/28/75
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MEDICAL AUXILIARY COOPERATION
CALENDAR
The Nebraska Medical Auxiliary has adopted
libraries. The statewide auxiliary project this year
is talking book library service. According to Dorothy
Matson, statewide community health chairman, the
Nebraska Auxiliary decided to make talking book
library service their project after Frances Warnsholz
(NLC Blind and Physically Handicapped librarian)
talked to their group last fall. Mrs. Matson feels that
the auxiliary is a good avenue to help find patrons
and followup on the people after the initial contact
is made.
The talking book project is a new one to their
group. "Many of our members are terribly
excited about the idea this year and usually
many don't respond at all," she said.

February 28, Friday
Central Network Budgeting Workshop
Lexington, N E
March 3, Monday
Network Advisory Council Proposals
Are Due at the N L C.
March 21, Friday
Regional/TWX Librarian meeting
N LC Headquarters, Lincoln, N E
March 21, Friday
Commission Meeting
NLC Headquarters, Lincoln, NE

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK (NLW)
MAIL- A-BOOK IS A SUCCESS
Lancaster County residents living outside Lincoln's
_ _ city limits are takin advanta e of the Lincoln C ~
Libraries' Mail-A-Book service which began January,
1975. Nearly 1,000 books were mailed in response
to requests in the first two weeks. It provides free
mail service for paperbacks listed in a Mail-A-Book
catalog sent to all Lancaster County residents with
rural post office boxes or rural routes.
The Mail-A-Book service was formerly. offered as
a program of SENM R LN under the direction of the
Nebraska Library Commission, in cooperation with
the Lincoln City Libraries, to the 14 counties in
Southeast Nebraska. The SENMR LN program was
funded by a federal grant. Figures from the earlier
program indicated a high response to the service
from Lancaster County. The Lincoln City Libraries
rei nstated Ma i I-A-Boo k as part of its progra m of
expanding services to the county.

Jim Neil, NLC Southeastern Network
Coordinator died Thursday, February 6,
after a lengthy illness. Our sympathies are
extended to his family and all who knew
him.

The Nebraska Library Commission has received
several of the Upstart Library promotional brochures
explaining the National Library Week materials
that are available for purChaSe from their company.
It your library didn't already receive the brochure from Upstart and you're interested in purchasing promotional materials for N LW April 1319, contact: Nancy Wiederspan, 1420 P Street,
Lincoln, NE (402) 471-2045.
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NEBRASKA STATE PUBLICATIONS CHECKLIST
Recently, the Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse mailed a questionnaire about the Nebraska
State Publications Checklist to libraries throughout
the state. These questionnaires were to be returned
to us by February 1, 1975, but any library that has
not yet responded may still do so. We received some
very helpful comments from these questionnaires
and would like to share some of them with you:
The Checklist is certainly well organized and
suggests many articles and areas for research and
study. We will constantly make teachers aware of
these resources.
Very important and must be included on our
reference shelf.
We have used your book several times, concerning hunting, mental health, orphanages,
elderly, Nebraska laws. Thank you.
Very helpful - not sure how we used to
manage without it.
It is a much needed bibliographic service. We
appreciate the work involved. I hope financial
support is maintained.
We have very few places available to us as a
small library to get new material; so keep it up!
Good source of information. We plan to use
it to build up our vertical file.
I'm sorry to say this service is not used at all
here in our library and I'm curious to know if it
is in other libraries.
Very good. Wish I knew how to use them
correctly.
I hate to sound ignorant, but as a first year
librarian, I have never been exposed to the Checklist before. Could you tell me what it is for and
how to use it?
I think the Checklist is a good source, but
right now I need ways to make people aware of
it. Suggestions?
Excellent; wish we had more time/staff to make
full use of it.

I would like to recieve the Checklist for another
year . It isn't used as I'd like to see it used, but I
have hopes.
The Checklist can be used for many reference or
subject requests in your library. Material is available
on virtually every area of interest from agricultural
products to American history to bridges to
community action to tourism, etc. Patrons wi II
not know that this material is available to them
unless you direct them to the Nebraska State Publications Checklist when they come into your
library.
The Checklist is a Iso usefu I to you as an acqu isitions tool; you may want to look through each issue
for state publications to add to your vertical files.
Most of the items in the Checklist are available free
of charge from the state agency which publishes
them .
We believe that many libraries are not utilizing
this tool because they don't understand what it is
and how to use it. The Clearinghouse has information and staff available for workshops on the usage
of the Checklist. If you have further questions or
comments about the Checklist or would like to
learn more about the workshops, please contact:
Susan Kling, Coordinating Librarian
Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse
1420 P Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508
(402) 472-2045

KEEP THESE IN MIND:
These films are available through the N LC / Film
Service Department. Order through the regular
interlibrary loan procedures.
Big Country, The
Cape Breton Island
Discover Nova Scotia
Golden Autumn, The
I n the Streets of
Old Quebec
Journey North
Land of the Chief, The

Minawanamut
Ontario a la Carte
Rhymes of a Wayfarer
Riding the Waves
Ski Alberta
Stampede Fever
Western Newfoundland
Manitoba: Festival
Country (short version)

nlc
JOBS
Cataloger / Head Technical Processing
Kearney Public Library, Kearney, Nebraska

Opening - February 28, 1975 - Cataloger and
Head of Technical Processing Department. Salary:
$610 - 845, per month depending on experience.
Benefits: retirement and health plans, vacation and
accumulated sick leave. Apply to: Ron Norman,
director, Kearney Public Library, 104 West 21st
Street, Kearney, NE 68847.
Public Library Director / Bellevue

Qualifications: MLS plus three years professional
experience. Responsibilities: plan, organize and
administer library in city of 25,000. Now interviewing, contact: C. Lloyd Castner, City Administrator, 210 West Mission Street, Bellevue, N E
68005, phone (402) 291-8000.

tion of library services of the Nebraska Library
Commission: acquisitions, cataloging, reference,
circulation, government documents, blind and
physically handicapped services.
The Associate Director for Library Services will
also be responsible for development of system
capabilities for statewide library services through
technological applications.
Qualifications will include a graduate degree in
library science with a minimum of eight years work
experience, three of which were in an administrative
capacity. A knowledge of library networks, technical services and automated systems will be required.
Media Services Librarian - NLC

Responsibilities include: coordination of media
services with NLC programs and services, supervision of media center personnel, development and
organization or non-print materials and planning of
NLC Coordinators (2)
media services for effective coordination and utilizaPanhandle Network and Southeastern Network
~ t~on of mat-efiBls. The-emphasis of media center
Qualifications: MLS plus 5 years experience in
activities will be development, organization, and
library work. Duties include working with libraries
distribution of audio/visual materials. A primary
within the network, travel involved. Now interresponsibility will be the continued development
viewing, contact, John Schere, N LC, 1420 PSt.,
of Nebraska Film Services as a state resource for
(402) 471-2045.
film needs. Qualifications: MLS and/or MS Ed.
and appropriate experience. Interested individuals
Associate Director for Library Services - NLC
should contact Jane P. Geske, Director, Nebraska
Library Commission.
Responsibilities include supervision and coordina-
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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE LEGISLATURE:
A MATTER OF IMPORT - BUDGET
By Jane Geske, NLC Director
Since 1901, the Nebraska Library Commission has
been charged with the responsibility for:
a) Developing and providing adequate library
services for Nebraskans
b) Setting service standards and assisting Nebraska libraries in meeting standards for library services
c) Coordinating Nebraska library resources as
fully as possible
The Nebraska Library Commission's greatest
resource is staff and the Commission's greatest
asset is its flexibility to change. Its greatest role is
adaptability to need. The history of change in this
agency is dramatic and dynamic - and a mere
introduction to what will have to happen in the
coming years to meet growing needs for effective
library and information services. The advent of
federal funds in 1956/57 has meant demonstrations and model programs to test new methods in
reaching people - this has brought bookmobiles,
matching funds for public library construction,
material resources for special needs, the chance
to provide educational workshops, to develop
regional library programs for residential bound,
to develop institutional libraries, to begin subregional libraries for the blind and physically
handicapped, to establish a telephone/telecommunications network that links every small community
(as little as 200 population) to regional, to state, and
to national resources ...
The advent of a stabilizing state budget in 1974/
75 has meant a base of operations which supports
the advances made previously and gives leverage
for standards setting in years to come.
Continued on next page.

AGENDA
REGIONAL TWX LIBRARIANS, COORDINATORS
March 20, "A Do for Do," 5:30 p.m., Lincoln
Hilton Hotel, cocktails, dinner, review
March 21, 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon, Status on

Federal/State Funding,
LSCA
FY 74/75 Programs & Priorities
FY 76 Projections
State Funds
Current year programs & expenditures
Distribution of aid
Network
Regional
Local
FY 75/76 Projections
N LC request
LFA's recommendation
Governor's recommendation
Implications
Action
BREAK

Program Implications
Library Aid Program - Evaluation
Regional Services
Current funding and costs
Service / Cost comparisons
Alternatives for FY 75/76
Networking for all intertype library cooperation

Program Reports
Regional TWX
School Use
Projects
ESU Considerations
LUNCH

1 :30 p.m. - Governor's Hearings/Conference
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A Matter of Import - Budget (continued)

Library programs supported by this budget,
while based in Lincoln, affect every area of the
state. The right hand portion of the pie chart
accounts for 50.1 % of the budget for 1974/75.
These are all outstate efforts:
a) Networks
b) Regional Library Contractual Services
c) State Aid for Loca l Libraries (Nebraska was
the 37th state to achieve state aid for public
libraries) .
While $500,710 is being expended in these
developmental endeavors in 1974/75, the Legislative Fiscal Analyst is recommending $21,039 for
1975/76 & the Governor's Budget contains $357,399.
Both budget recommendations rely heavily on
federal funds which must be used under federal
guidelines for serving priority areas including
low-income areas, bilingual, outreach, disadvantaged,
etc. All possible federal funds have been allocated
..",.-,=-=,,-, ..ta..these....pro{]I.am~cnrd.ing.1.o...the

Nebraska Lang-

NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION -- GENERA1. FUNDS BUDGET (1974/75)

range program for library services prepared under
regulations of the Library Services and Construction Act.
The left column, or half, of the pie chart is concerned with ongoing programs which provide
services to individual Nebraskans through the
Nebraska Library Commission. Extension Library
Services (252) required 33% of the total 1974/75
budget.
a) Nebraska Union Catalog
b) Acquisitions
c) I nterl ibrary Cooperation
d) I nformation Services
The Library for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped is a specialized service to the legally
blind, physically handicapped who cannot handle
regular book materials, and the growing numbers of
aging Nebraskans who qualify in the above. The
state's role is to supply an expensive service which is
not easily duplicated; expand that service to produce those thin s not su lied by the Library of
Congress; and transfer portions to local libraries as
these can be assimilated (such as large print books in
growing numbers of regional libraries). It is a
highly individualized service and requires a large
staff to assist individuals in selection and handling
of materials. It is a state responsibility to enable
all citizens to have access to information. Blind and
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39-ADMlNISTRATION
252-EXTENSION l.IBRARY SER'<ICE
253-LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND AND
PHYSICALLY HANDlCAPPED
2S9-NEBRASKA PUBLICATIONS
CLEARINGHOUSE

S 43,104
$23l,646

26S-MEOIA CENTER

$ 14,391

J02-LlBRARY DEVELOPMENT

$104,243
$110,404
$500.710

TOTAL

$998,499

1420 P Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508

physically handicapped services for this year are
budgeted at $113/576 (included in the Library
Services-252-program). The Legislative Fiscal
Analyst is recomending $79/830 and the Governor's
Budget is at $63/549. Again, relying on federal
funds to cover program costs. Federal funds will
not be available in sufficent amounts to overcome
this deficit and should only be used to demonstrate
new facets of service.

The Media Center began in 1973/74 at the instigation of the Department of Administrative Services. It was funded at a low level in 1974/75 to
support planning and development costs. When it
was necessary for the Nebraska Library Commission
to take over the state film service some federal
funds were used in order to make this expensive
service available on a demonstration basis. Our
efforts are two-fold:
Priority 1 - Nebraska Film Services - with target
group the small community with inadequate funds
for community library services.
Priority 2 - Media Center - serve state agency
needs and develop expertise for use with public
libraries in the state. The Union Catalog can be
expanded then to include all non-print materials.
The Legislative Fiscal Analyst did not recom-

mend funds for the media program as a supplementary budget was being prepared for these two
program areas and was not a part of the Commission/s main budget document. The Governor's
Budget includes $24/200 and a cash fund for interdepartmental uses. The Library Commission feels
that the state has a major role in providing leadership in usage of all forms of media. The Commission/s
Media Center provides the potential for a valuable
resource for assistance to Nebraska libraries and to
Nebraska state government.

The Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse is a
new program implemented in 1972 upon authorization of the Nebraska Legislature to perform an
activity which had not been given adequate
interest in the state before. The Clearinghouse was
established to collect state publications, to prepare
a publications checklist (computerized catalog of
state pub I ications) / to make pub I ications known
in the state and nation, to disseminate publications

for informational and research purposes, and to
provide a resource non-existent until this time. As
a part of this program, the state houses and maintains its Regional Depository for federal documents for the State of Nebraska. This is recognized
as a state function. The Commission/s current aim
is to establish network depositories of state publications in order to provide greater access. The

budget for 1974/75 was set at $110,404. The
Legislative Fiscal Analyst has recommended for
FY 1975/76, $97,679 and the Governor's Budget,
slightly under the agency's request is at $116,302.
The remaining portion on the chart is for
Nebraska Library Commission Administration. In
1974/75, the Commission will expend $43/194 for
a small size Department of Administrative Services.
The Legislative Fiscal Analyst is recommending
$32/394 for 1975/76 and the Governor's Budget
carries $38/079 (with some reliance on federal
funds) .
A budget cut of 26% would be a tremendous
set-back to the gains made over the past several
years. It would also preclude eligibility for receiving
any federal funds in FY 1976/77. A cut of 58%,
as recommended by the Legislative Fiscal Analyst,
would be a total disaster. Who will not be served
- the blind, the handicapped, the institutionalized,
the nursing home resident, the student, the
researcher ... ?
The question involved is not one of dollars but
rather support for a program. Analysts recommend
dramatic cuts in the Commission/s budget without
a clear discussion of the alternatives or recommendations on what services and functions must be
eliminated. If this program, for statewide
library services, using federal funds for planning
and development, cannot now be supported through
state sources, what steps must be taken to assure
that an adequate library services program can be
provided for all Nebraskans?

Because of limited space the complete report to
the legislators could not be reprinted in its entirety.
A copy of the original may be obtained by writing
to Jane Geske, NLC, 1420 P Street, Lincoln, NE
68508.
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PLAN NOW TO ATTEND
... the Nebraska Library Association Spring
Meetings. The following locations and dates for
the Public library and trustees section meetings.
The School, Children's and Young People's section
is also joining in this year.
Gering, April 28, Monday
Broken Bow, April 29, Tuesday
Holdrege, April 30, Wednesday
Norfolk, May 1, Thursday
Lincoln, May 2, Friday
Mead, May 5, Monday

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK
National Library Week, 1975, is to be officially
recognized April 13-19. However, the National
Library Week committee of the Nebraska Library
Association feels there are so many exciting things
happening in the Nebraska library-world this spring
that the commiHee-'"urges all Nebraska librafizms-to
plan to make many special efforts to promote
library use and understanding before, during, and
long after the week of Apri I 13-19.
One event which should involve librarians and
citizens a II across the state wi II be the series of
Governor's Hearings on Library Services. The
committee planning this event announces there
will be a bookmobile - officially called the
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Information Powermobile - wh ich wi II travel
throughout the state during the months of May
and June. The Powermobile will tour each library
network for about one week. During this week in
the network special emphasis should be made by
all librarians, library boards, trustees, Friends of
the Library, library clubs etc., to utilize any and
all means so that all citizens in that network library users and, possibly more importantly,
non-library users - know the itinerary of the
Powermobile. It is hoped all Nebraskans will
tour the Powermobile when it is close-by and will
view its visual demonstration of materials, equipment, and services presently available in Nebraska
libraries and media centers. It is further hoped that
each individual citizen will take the time to make
a taped comment on present library service, will
give suggestions for any improvements, or offer
ideas about additional library uses.

The Nebraska Library Association spring Regional
Meetings which occur April 28, 29, 30, May 1,2 and
5 should be incentive for additional library awareness information by all libraries within each region.
The next issue of Overtones will feature ideas to
enrich your publicity. All these publicity activities
are aimed to show that your library is vital to your
community. Your materials and services are available for everyone to use and you can best make
this known.

BULK RATE
U .S . POSTAGE
6.1¢ PAID
PERMIT NO. 212
LINCOLN, NE

THE NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION

OVERTONES

FROM THE UNDERGROUND

A Bimonthly Communique From N LC Headquarters

MICROFICHE MADNESS
The Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse has
recently added two new pieces of equipment to
the library's resources - a Microfiche Reader/
Printer and a Microfiche Duplicator. The machines
are being used to make the microfiche editions of
U.S. government documents more accessable to
all Nebraska libraries.
A microfiche is really just a clear plastic card on
which the pages of a book are photographically
reproduced at a reduced scale. The cards measure
4" x 6" and can contain up to 96 pages. To be read,
the card is inserted in a microfiche reader which
enlarges each page for easy reading.
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can be loaned to any library for use with the
microfiche also available on loan.
With the addition of the two new machines,
we are now able to make better use of the microfiche collection. The Microfiche Reader/Printer
allows a paper copy to be made of each page on
the microfiche. Thus, for short requests, paper
copies of the desired pages can be made and
sent. The Microfiche Duplicator will make a second
microfiche from the original. Since microfiche
cards are small and can easily be lost, we can make
a duplicate copy to be sent out in answer to a
request.
By making the microfiche collection more readily
useable, we hope to better serve Nebraska libraries
in their quest for better access to government
publications.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR
INFORMATION
The Lincoln Public Schools (LPS) have purchased
a women's multi-media kit from Ontario Institute
for Studies in Education for use in our high schools.
The Women's Kit is a cardboard box full of over
150 items all of which are directly or indirectly
about women and their socialization.
If your group or individuals from your group
would like to rummage through the kit, it is at the
Lincoln Public Schools Administration Building,
720 South 22nd Street, and can be made available
to you.
To make use of the microfiche, the Library
Commission has two readers which can be used in
the library and a lightweight, portable reader which

Bobbi McGinn, facilitator, Women's Studies
Project, is reviewing the materials and needs input
regarding the kit. Contact her at 475-1081 or
489-9085
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STATE AID IMPACT
By Fern Heim

State aid to public libraries has helped provide
increased library service by 88% to the libraries in
the Metropolitan Library Network. This service is
being given in a variety of ways ... open to the
public more hours; purchase of more books and
magazines; improvement of services to the blind
and physically handicapped; development of
programs which make the library more visible in
its own community.* Some of these services can
only be assessed" over a long range period.
Although many of the libraries in the Metropolitan
Network could be considered urban facilities, they
are still most appreciative of the regional library
resources made available to them through the TWX
facility. It is in these areas that additional funds
are imperative to support the library's efforts to
serve the residents of disadvantaged, inner city
neighborhoods and to continue librar services as
I:========
reference and research center for the metropolitan
region.
Workshops providing "in-service" training for
Iibrary staff and trustees have been well attended
and received with most favorable comments and
evaluations. With continued state support more of
these workshops can be held. We cannot rely on
federal funds to provide this "must" for helping
our librarians in the small communities become
better equiped to serve their public.

1975 NEMA CONVENTION - FOCUS ON
By John Courtney,
Nebraska State Department of Education

Curriculum specialists and media people are
meeting April 25-26, to deal directly with the
question of the role of media in curriculum
development.
The 1975 NEMA convention will see a joint
venture between N EMA and the Nebraska Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development
(ASCD) . The executive secretary of ASCD, Dr.
Gordon Cawelti will be a key feature as will Harold
Hill, President of AECT. Hill will be at NEMA to
explain the newly released national standards,
Media Programs: District and School. These standards were released at ALA mid-winter and are a
joint effort of ALA/AECT.
Where else could you go to visit with school
curriculums "top man" about the role of media in
I;1rri61;1~rnng, f vis+
ith-AE&f's to
elected official about the newly released joint
national standards, and visit with authoress
Beverly Cleary about childrens books?
NEMA promises something of interest for
everybody, you should make plans now to attend!
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NORTH PLATTE HAPPENINGS

Nebraska Library Commission

North Platte PL has purchased about 30 books
printed in Japanese and some residents of North
Platte are reading them on tape. According to Carol
Thomas. NP director, the library will be glad to
loan them to other libraries upon request.
Also, the library has recently bound a collection
of articles that were issued as a Centennial Edition
of the North Platte Telegraph. North Platte's centennial year was 1973. R.S .V.P. volunteer, Frances
Kimball, organized the materials.

"u"

Jane Geske, director
John H. Schere, director library
development
Nancy Wiederspan, editor
1420 P Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK (NLW) IN
NEBRASKA IDEAS
Following are some ideas to spark interest in
your library resources: some suggested subjects
along with some typical questions that have been
asked - and will be asked - (and answered) in
libraries everywhere, along with some suggested
materials to support each subject. The N LW
committee advises you to explore your collection
and discover answers to these questions - or
ones just like them - in books, periodicals,
documents, pamphlets, records, films, etc. Then
use any of these catchy questions in publicity
releases sent to your local newspaper, radio station,
TV station, etc ., with a "Did you know ... ?"
approach, reminding your community that the
library is the place to go for all the things you
want to know:

1. ESP & The Occult
Question 1: "Who was Madame Blavatsky?"
Question 2: "How are mummies preserved?"
Question 3: "What's a hex sign?"
Children's book: Horwitz, Eleanor. The Soothsayer's Handbook. Lippincott, 1972
Adult book: Wilson, Colin. The Occult: A History.
Random House. 1971
Film: The Ultimate Mystery, Hartley Productions,
1973
Periodical: Pshychology Today

2. Consumer Education
Question 1: "How can I tell which new car has the
best gas mileage?"
Question 2: "How much does it cost to go to
college?"
Question 3: "How do you declare bankruptcy?"
Children's book: Lee, Mary Price. Money and Kids.
Westminster. 1973.
Adult book: White, Jack M. The Angry Buyer's
Complaint Directory. P.H. Wyden, 1974
Film: Consumer Education: Budgeting
Periodical: Consumer Reports
Government publication: Consumer Price Index,
U.S. city average and selected areas. (Labor
Statistics Bureau, Labor Department Monthly.

$11.55 per year, $1.00 single copy. Document
number: L 2.38/3: (date)

3. Bicentennial & Political Process
Question 1: "How did your U.S. Congressman
vote on the tax rebate?"
Question 2: "Is there a Stanton County Historical
Society?"
Question 3: "How old do I have to be to run for
governor of Nebraska?"
Children's book: Fritz, Jean. And Then What
Happened, Paul Revere? Coward McCann, 1973.
Adult book: McKee, Russell. The Last West.
Crowell,1974.
Film: The West of Charles Russell
Government publication: Our Constitution &
Government. rev. 1973. $3.75. Document
number: J21.9:C 76/973 Order number: S/N
2702-00131
Record: Bliven, Bruce. The American Revolution.
1968. Enrichment Records. ERL 127.
Periodical: Newsweek

4. Back to the Basics
Question 1: "How do you smoke a ham?"
Question 2: "How can I get my invention copyrighted?
Question 3: "How can I grow fishing worms?"
Children's book: Wiseman, Ann. Making Things.
Little, Brown, 1973
Adult book: The Foxfire Book. Doubleday, 1972
Film: Stalking the Wild Cranberry
Periodical: Organic Gardening
Government publication: How to Buy Surplus
Personal Property from the Department of
Defense. $.45, 1973. Document No.: D 7.2:
P94/4/973 Order no. S/N 0907-0 2287
or,
Wood Frame House Construction. $2.60.
1970. Document number: A 1.76: 73/970
Order number: S/N 0100-01232

Of course, there are many more types of questions
and subject headings that can be included to
promote National Library Week in Nebraska. We'll
have some more to offer you in the next issue of
Overtones.
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ELSI ADVANCE
The final session of the Empathetic Library
Service Institute (ELSI) will be held March 25-27,
1975, at the Hoi iday I nn in Columbus.
Session one was held November 1973; session
two January 1974 and session three was conducted
Apri I 1974. The followi ng is the agenda for the
closing session.
Tuesday, March 25

1 :30
1 :45

Welcome
Greetings From The Commission :
What's New! - J. Geske

2:45
3: 15
3 :30

Dr.D.Clifton
On Values - H. Glaess
BREAK
Meeting in CORE Groups
1) Reacquaintance
2) Renewal

Thursday, March 27

9 :00
11 :00
12:00
Noon

Transcribing ELSI : A Personal SharingAll Participants and Staff
Videotape: November/January/April
Revisited
"Keeping On ... " - Dr. G.w. Dodge

Wednesday, March 26

9:00
10:00
10:30
1 :30
3:00

8 :00

2:00

"A Year Ago, and A Year From Now" Dr. W. C. Meierhenry
BREAK
Slide/Tape Presentations of Projects
"Value Auction"
CORE LEADER Individual Appointments
with Participants
1) Challenge
2) Charge
1) Film: "If You Really Want to Make It"
- W.Heauser
2) Slides: "In and About ELSI" - J Schere
"Your Empathy Is Showing" -
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SUMMER READING INFO
It's not too early to be thinking about summer
reading programs! A Materials Brochure is avai lable
that explains the various items available (poster,
bookmarks, membership cards, etc.) and also
explains the "Summer Reading Kit" that can be
purchased for $6.95.
To obtain information regarding the coordinated
materials for summer reading programs write to :
Children's Book Council, Inc.
67 Irving Place
New York, N.Y. 1'0003
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POWERMOBILE ITINERARY
The Information Powermobile will be traveling
through the state's six library networks with
demonstrations of library services and equipment
and to help assess existing library services in
preparation for the N LA sponsored Governor's
Hearings. Shirley Flack, chairman of the Governor's
Conference Committee, has announced the Power
mobile's itinerary for March 7 to June 13. Watch
for further information on the Governor's Hearings
in future Overtone issues.
May 6 - Wahoo, Ashland, Gretna, Springfield,
Bellevue
May 7 - Papillion , Ralston
May 8 - Blair, Bennington, Elkhorn, Waterloo,
Valley, Fremont
May 9 - Hooper, Scribner, Snyder, Dodge
May 12 - West Point, Bancroft, Winnebago,
Wayne, Carroll, Norfolk
May 14 - Norfolk, Stanton
May 15 - Humphrey, Columbus
May 16 - David City, Stromsburg
May 19 - Lincoln
May 20 - Nebraska City, Auburn
May 21 - Beatrice
May 22 - Wilber, Seward
May23- York
May 26 - Aurora, Grand Island
May 27 - Gibbon, Kearney
May 28 - Lexington, Holdredge
May 29 - Orleans, Minden, Hastings
May 30 - Edgar, Hastings
June 2 - Broken Bow, Ord
June 3 - Atkinson, Bassett, Ainsworth
June 4 - Valentine, Thedford
June 5 - North Platte, McCook
June 6 - Imperial

June 9 - Oshkosh, Bridgeport, Bayard
June 10 - Alliance, Rushville
June 11 - Chadron, Harrison
June 12 - Scottsbluff, Gering
June 13 - Kimball, Sidney

SPRING MEETING AGENDA
Plan now to attend the NLA Spring Meetings in
your network! For meeting locations, see
Overtones, (Vol. 2 , No. 16)
9 :55 - President's Message - Ron Norman
10:00 - Selection of A-V materials - Clara Rottman
11 :30 - Luncheon and speaker, (speaker will vary
according to network, Jane Geske or coordinator).
1 :00 - "How the Library can serve the parent of
the handicapped child" - Mrs. W. N. D'Audney,
President of Nebraska Parents of the MultiHandicapped
1 :30 - Selection of A-V equipment - John Schere
3:00 - Book Reviews - Oline Marvel
3:30 - Adjournment

FROM THE DIRECTOR:
These first two years in the publishing history of
Overtones have been very important ones in setting
its style, in establishing its many informational
approaches, in making it pertinent to the library
issues of the day, and in making it a reading must.
The person who has edited it from the beginning
Nancy Wiederspan, is leaving the Commission to
begin a new position at the University of NebraskaLincoln. A new editor will not be named immediately,
but there will be some experimentation with staff
in the next few issues. (Your comments and suggestions are most welcome). I know each of you joins
me in thanking Nancy and wishing her well.
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INSTITUTIONAL LIBRARIES AND THEIR

NEEDS: NETWORK IMPACT
By Barbara Johnson
Any public library can work with any institutional library by thinking of it as just another
library.
An institutional library is just another library,
with the similar problems and needs found in a
public library, especially a small library. The
librarians in the institutions, basically, have the same
kinds of problems and needs as the librarians in
public libraries: i.e., administration, budget, staffing, physical facility, materials, services/programs,
and getting people to the library - having a place
for them to come. One difference is most institutional libraries have less need for the very broad
spectrum of materials needed in public libraries.
The patron in the institution has the same basic
human needs as anyone, but he has special problems
which somewhat affect his library needs.
For seven year: federaUunds_have provided
library materials and equipment for state-supported
institutions. Unfortunately, the state has not yet
accepted the responsib i Iity to provide adequate
library services to patients, inmates and residents of
the institutions.
During this current fiscal year, the state has
funded the consultant and several workshops.
The roles and goals of the state institutions are
changing with decreasing population and communitybased programs becoming more popular. These
changes have and will continue to affect the
networks and the public libraries: i.e., increases in
nursing homes, more individuals as outpatients,
halfway houses for the retarded and work release
centers from correctional institutions.
When an individual leaves his community due to
a problem (legal, social, mental) and enters an
institution, who has the responsibility for library
services? State? Local? Both?
All residential service institutions, including the
state-supported institutions, may eventually become
the local responsibility. Most public libraries are
already serving, or attempting to serve, the local

institution and cooperating with the state institutions - especially with film requests via TWX;
loaning library materials; and in one case provid ing
bookmobile service.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR PROJECT
IDEAS
Consider reviewing books, films, etc. for the
attitudes they reflect regarding women, and consider
sending for Little Miss Muffet Fights Back.
It's a bibliography of recommended nonsexist
books about girls for young readers, compiled by
Feminists on Children's Media.
The titles recommended in this annotated list,
according to Library Journal, were chosen because
(in the opinion of the compilers) they "show girls
and women as vital human beings - active, creative,
assertive, clever, adventurous, brave - or because
they show some understanding of the social conditions that encourage meaningful choices toward
:kfulfi.ll~.,-."
---The 62 page booklet includes, fiction, picture
books, biography, history and women's rights and
a bibliography of background on the women's
movement. Prepaid $1.00 orders can be mailed to
Feminist Book Mart, 162 - 11 Ninth Ave., Whitestone, N.Y. 11357. Be concerned, be informed.
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE STATUS
The National Commission on Libraries and
Information Science will ask Congress this spring
to appropriate the full 3.5 million authorized for a
Wh ite House Conference on Library and I nformation Services in order to expedite Conference planning.
More importantly at this time it is essential that
President Ford first "call" the hearing in order to
allow for appropriation, which he has not done,
according to Mary Alice Resizetar, associate director,
NCLIS.
According to Resizetar, the President will not
"call" the conference until he hears from Congressmen as to the importance of the conference. Write
the Nebraska delegation urging them to support
the conference and appropriations. As soon as
Congress votes for the appropriation, the Commission (NCLlS) will begin contacting the states
through a series of meetings held in the 10 federal
regions late spring or early summer. I n turn, the
. . states will submit their individual conference plans
to the Commission based on this format.
AI Trezza, NCLIS director, stressed that some
state conferences must be held before the end of
1975 if all the states are to finish their conferences
before the end of 1976. At present the Commission
anticipates the final White House Conference will
take place in Washington during the fall of 1977.

Question 2: "How tall is Robert Redford?"
Question 3: "How old is Raquel Welch?"
Children's book: Macauley, David. Cathedral.
Houghton Mifflin, 1973.
Adult Book: Szabo, Zoltan. Creative Water-color
Techniques. Watson-Guptill, 1974.

Film: Appalachian Spring
Government publication: Music MachinesAmerican Style. $3.55. 1971. Document number: S1 3.2: M97 Order number: SIN 470000182
Record: any in your collection

Periodical: Opera News
Sculpture: any piece in your collection, if you
have one
6. Spicy Reading, or What's Cooking

Question: "How many calories are there in tonic
water?"

Question: "How do you make Bouillabaise?"
Children's book: Parents Nursery School. Kids are
Natural Cooks. 1973.
Adult book: Nebraska: The Good Wife. n.d .
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Faculty
Women's Newcomers Club and Faculty Women's
Club
Film strip: Cookie Craft, General Films, Made by
Studio One. Released by 9200 Film Center,
General Mills, 1974.

Periodical: Good Housekeeping
Government publication: Food and Your Weight.
rev. 1973. $.40, Document number: A 1.77:74/5
Order number: SIN 0100-02603

MORE NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK IDEAS
The last issue of Overtones (Vol. 2, No. 17)
presented the first of a list of ideas aimed at
creating interest in your library resources. Following is a continuation of the list of suggestions, some
typical questions in those areas, and some possible
resource materials to help with publicity ideas for
National Library Week April 13 - 19.
5. The Arts

Question 1: "At what age did Mozart compose
his first music?"

7. Sports

Question 1: "How can I get into the Olympics?"
Question 2: "How can I train my hunting dog?"
Question 3: "Who was the World Welterweight
Champion in 1952?"

Children's book: Roth, Arnold. A comic Book
of Sports. Scribners, 1974.
Adult book: McWhirter, Norris. Guinness Sports
Record Book, Sterling, 1974.
Film: Ski the Outer Limits
Government publication: Bicycling for Everyone.
1974. $.55, Document number: TO 1.2: B47/2
Order number: SIN 5000-00082
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION
The Catholic University of America is offering
two programs this summer which may be of
interest:

1) Institute on the Library and the Governmental
process - Federal, State, County, and Local levels.
It wi II be an opportunity to study and observe,
first hand, the governmental processes and forces
affecting libraries and information centers. The
dates for this I nstitute are June 15 - 27, 1975.
2) Institute on Federal Library Resources: The
scope of the federal library collections and services
as well as the problems of their utilization will be
examined, August 4 -15,1975.
There wi II be other programs covering such areas
as public relations, training librarians to serve the
handicapped, and map librarianship offered. For
additional programs and more details, contact:
Rod Wagner,
Nebraska Library Commission,
14208
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508.

PANHANDLE NEWS:
The Panhandle Library Advisory Council
recently met at the Scottsbluff Public Library
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for two workshops and a business meeting. The
morning workshop was in the form of a panel
presentation by media representatives. They
explained some of the needs of their specific areas
of media and the use of news releases. Dorothy
Brown moderated the panel presentation and
conducted an action workshop afterwards. The
afternoon workshop was presented by Peg Hammitt,
Chadron, who had prepared a display of Bicentennial
materials available and explained the many possible
uses for libraries.

FROM LINCOLN . .. AN IDEA THAT'S GOING
PLACES
The rising cost of fuel has made motorists more
concerned about getting their money's worth when
traveling. In an effort to aid patrons in getting more
for their travel dollar, Bennett Martin Public Library
has recently added a "travel kit" service. Concentrati ng on the major cities in the state and with i n
the--st-ates-wn-ich borcrer Nebr-asKa, these kits contain such infromation as city street maps, transit
system maps, guides to hotels, motels and
restaurants, and pamphlets describing major
attractions and coming events in and around each
city. These "travel kits" may be checked out from
the Reference Department at Bennett Martin Public
Library.
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WE GROW GRAY FOR TIME IS SAD TO MAN,
TOGETHER WE MAY FAIL,
BEAUTY AND HEALTH MAY NOT BE OURS
SO DO NOT LOOK FOR WHAT WE HAVE LOST
BUT WHAT WE HAVE GAINED.
SNOW MAY COVER THE GROUND TONIGHT,
BUT THE FLOWERS WILL BLOOM AGAIN.
BOTH BEAUTY AND LOVE REMAIN.
JANICE FIRTH
On March 13, 1975, the Library for the Blind
and Physically Handicapped received the following
note accompanying a request for books of poetry
for a new borrower, Janice Firth:
I would like these on cassette tapes and a
cassette player for this girl. She is a victim of
cerebral palsey with a limited life. She has
typed a few poems with a device from the top of
her head. Her only muscle that she has control
over that can hel p her, is the muscle in her
neck . She has been labeled mentally retarded,
but since I have been working with her, I know
that she is closer to a gen i us. I f she pursues her
poetry, she needs to hear good poetry . A cassette
that can be in bed with her or on her wheel chair
would not disturb other persons while she
Iistens to poetry.
Alice K. Ross
Retired teacher and
Volunteer Geriatric Aide
Ms. Ross has since sent us some of Janice's
poetry which we are pleased to present, along with
Ms. Ross' comments: " ... One word in one of the
poems tells how she moved herself. That word is
ropely or rope-like. This way she got about at her
own home before she lost her parents. I imagine,
since she could not walk she did move about on
the floor or ground. She has not read but her mother

Volume 2 Number 19
must have taught her well, but she lost her mother
when she was only ten or eleven years old. She
spells words that I know 75% of my senior students
in high school would misspell, such as 'embarrassed.'
I never help her with her words she writes or her
verses. I just hold her head so that it is upright .. ."
THE IRIS BLUSH WHEN I GO BY,
MY PASSING ROPEL Y SEEMS TO THEM
SO VERY QUEER.
THEY OPEN UPWARD EYES OF BLUE
AND ACT EMBARRASSED AT WHAT I DO.
WE DO LOOK FUNNY TO THE FLOWERS TALL,
BUT I DO NOT CARE .
NO, NOT AT ALL.
JANICE FIRTH
PINK PRIMROSES PUSH THROUGH THE GRASS
FORETELLING THE BI RTH OF BALMY BEAUTY.
'TIS SPR lNG,
'TIS SPRING.
HILLS HERALD THE BELLS OF DAFFODILLS,
THEY RING,
THEY RING!
BLUEBIRDS COME AND SNOWBIRDS PASS.
JANICE FIRTH
Consider: is there a Janice Firth in your community?

NEBRASKA STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON
LIBRARIES
By Rod Wagner
The Nebraska State Advisory Council on
Libraries met in Lincoln on April 3rd and 4th to
review the Nebraska Annual Program under the
Library Services and Construction Act (LSCA) and
to review applications for Network Project FundCONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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ing. The two-day meeting of the Council included
reports on funding under the Library Services and
Construction Act, proposed program funding for

and produced by the University of Mid-America
(UMA) and those acquired from other organizations
around the nation. The Research and Evaluation
division of UMA is constantly evaluating the needs
expressed by Nebraska citizens in an attempt to
effectively respond to those needs.

the current fiscal year, and an overview of the role
of the State Advisory Council in state-wide planning
under LSCA. Denny Stephens, Regional Program
Officer for Library Services from the U.S. Office of
Education, discussed the role of the State Advisory
Council as a part of the requirements under federal
regulations.
The two-day meeting of the Advisory Council
was completed with reports and recommendations

Matching course offerings to the needs of the
population also involves evaluating the quality of
available courses. Each available course is evaluated
for quality and academic acceptability by a panel of
faculty whose specialization is in the area of the
course to be evaluated. In addition to specific
needs of individuals, courses are also assessed with
respect to how the courses fit into the pattern of
curriculum goals of SUN enrollees.

from Council Committees. Officers of the Council
were elected to assist the Library Commission in
planning and conducting future meetings of the
State Advisory Council. Charles Stelling, Director
of Information Services, U.S. Conn Library at

In considering cost there are two factors: the
cost to SUN for leasing the course, and the cost
to the student for instructional materials.

NEBRASKA STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL
ON LIBRARIES (Continued from page 1).

Courses which are undergoing evaluation at the

Way ne State Co liege, was eIe::.::c::t.:::::ed~C:.:.h..:.::a::.:ir~m
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e u_se=-in_ t _he=o-S-,e.:...p_te_m
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State Advisory Co unci I on Libraries. Da Ie Young,
e Ivery are as 0 ows:
Vice-President of the First National Bank of
Lincoln was elected as Vice-chairman. Margaret
Masters, Librarian at Syracuse-Avoca-Dunbar
Public Schools was selected as Secretary of the
State Advisory Council.
A tentative date of July 17th was selected for
a one-day meeting of the State Advisory Council
for a review of the Nebraska Long Range Program
for Libraries. Future activities of the State Advisory
Council will include an updating of the Nebraska
Long Range Program and the development of the
1976 Annua I Program under the Library Services
and Construction Act.

SUN COURSE SELECTION

1. "Writing for a Reason" - a course in English
composition. This course is presented in 30 halfhour television programs along with a study guide
and text.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Future Course Offerings Are Considered

SUN (State University of Nebraska) is currently
evaluating course offerings for the September
delivery. Three major factors involved in course
selection are the source of courses, the expressed
needs of Nebraska citizens and the cost involved to
offer a specific course.
There are two general sources - courses designed

John H. Schere, director library
development

1420 P Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508

2. English Literature - includes 30 half-hour television programs, study guide and surveys of
British literature.
3. Economic perspectives - includes 30 half-hour
television programs and a student study guide
and is an introduction to microeconomics.
4. Characteristics of Children with Learning
Disabilities - 15 half-hour television programs
along with study guide and text.
5. The American Economy - 30 half-hour television programs with study guide and text.
6. American Institutions - family, religion, government, education, labor, in relationship to American society. Thirty half-hour television programs,
study guide and text.
7. Distinguished Lecture Series on the American
Bicentennial. Seventeen half-hour television
programs.
8. Biological Science Minicourses - clustered into
a dozen groupings - audiocassettes, student
guide and text.

NLW BILLBOARDS

Bellows Outdoor Advertising, Inc. was kind
enough to provide the billboard and the installation, free of charge, for National Library Week
posters purchased by local libraries. The billboards
are located:
Columbus: US 30, 1.8 mi. east on south side facing
east
Fremont: Hwy. 77, 4.4 mi. south on east side
facing south
Grand Island: 108 South Locust on west side
facing south
Hastings: 115 South Hastings on east side facing
south
Kearney: State 10,0.7 mi. north on east side
facing north
Norfolk: US 81, 0.2 mi. north facing west

Imperial Outdoor Advertising provided the same
service for one billboard in Omaha and one in
Lincoln at a small fraction of their usual rate.
Our thanks to both firms for helping promote
National Library Week.

Non Credit possibilities
1. The Metric System - 30 half-hour television
programs, student guide.
2. Free Hand Sketching - 30 half-hour television
programs, student guide.
I nqu iries on about another dozen courses are
pending.
Input at this stage of curriculum planning is
essential. SUN would welcome any suggestions
relative to course needs or other activities. If you
have any questions, contact Milton J. Hassel, Dean,
State University of Nebraska, Box 82446, Lincoln,
Nebraska 68501. Telephone: 472-3587, ext. 298.

CALENDAR

NLA Spring Meetings:
Gering, April 28, Monday
Broken Bow, April 29, Tuesday
Holdrege, April 30, Wednesday
Norfolk, May 1, Thursday
Lincoln, May 2, Friday
Mead, May 5, Monday
May 6, Tuesday

TWX/Reference Workshop
North Platte
CORRECTION
May 16, Friday

... on the Information Powermobile itinerary
announced in the last issue of Overtones. Monday,
May 12, the Powermobile will be in Tekamah,
8:30 to 10:30 a.m. rather than West Point.

Commission Meeting
Nebraska Library Commission Conference
Room

nlc
NEED A JOB?

SWAP 'N SHOP IN SAN FRANCISCO

A job roster listing available library administrative, management and specialist positions is being
compiled by the SRRT Task Force on Women.
Affirmative action oriented organizations and
individual women may obtain a subscription to the
Bulletin Board for an at-cost price of $5 for six
month, 12 issues through the coordinator, Liz
Dickenson, Henn. Co. Library, 7001 York Ave.
So., Edina MN 55435. Make checks payable to
TFW Job Roster. Employers are encouraged to
submit position openings at no charge.

A second public relations "Swap 'n Shop" day
is being planned for the San Francisco Conference
in July.

BOOKSHELF AIR DATES FOR MAY
The Money Changers by Arthur Hailey, published
by Doubleday, program no. 30, airs May 2.
A Time to Die by Tom Wicker, publ ished by Harper & Row, program no. 31, airs May 9.
United Nations Journal - A Delegate's Odyssey by
William Buckley, published by Putnam , program
no. 32, airs May 16.
The Good Old Days, They Were Terrible by Otto
Bettman, published by Random, program no. 33,
airs May 23.
A fifth title will complete the May Bookshelf
broadcasts, but it has not been decided upon to
date.
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Jointly sponsored by the Public Relations
Services to Libraries Committee, the John Cotton
Dana Awards Committee, the National Library
Week Committee, and the Public Relations Council, the "day," Tuesday, July 1, 1975,,from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. will repeat 1974's successful format and
feature examples of superior public relations materials, teams of experts to assist with various public
relations projects, and be capped off by the John
Cotten Dana Awards themselves.
Libraries are urged to send at least twelve copies
of their best public relations/publicity pieces
to Frank J. Dempsey, Chairman, Public Relations
Services to Libraries Committee, c/o Arlington
_ HeighisJY1£illOIial ibrary, 500 N. Dunton A'jf;.,_
Arlington Heights, II. 60004 no later than May 1,
1975. Single copies of larger items (such as posters)
can also be sent. Send information only on multimedia programs, cassettes, TV films, etc. with
details on equipment needed to show them . I ndicate if you have multiple copies of each item which
could be available for distribution at the San
Francisco Conference.
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POWERMOBILE GETS ROLLING

,
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Bonnie Crell, Asst. Dir., Lincoln Public Libraries,
spent a day on the Powermobile at the State Capitol.
A number of State Senators paid a visit to the
Powermobile to show their endorsement of the
program. On board were Senators Donald Dworak,
Columbus; Shirley Marsh and Harold D. Simpson
of Lincoln; Otho G. Kime, Valentine; Richard
Lewis, Holbrook; James A. Dickinson, Millard;
William H. Hasebroock, West Point; Thomas C.
Kennedy, Norfolk; Larry D. Stoney, Omaha;
Walter George, Blair; Leslie A. Stull, Alliance;
Douglas Bereuter, Utica; Calvin F. Carsten, Avoca;
Richard Maresh, MUlligan; George W. Burrows,
Adams; William Nichol, Scottsbluff.
Also out for a visit were the Commission's
former and present Budget Analysts.

The Information Powermobile, a part of the
N LA sponsored Governor's Hearings, is on the road
to gather Nebraskans' thoughts on library service
and to demonstrate the services I ibraries have to
offer. Inside the Powermobile you'll find :

Check the Powermobile itinerary (Overtones,
Vol. 2, Number 18) for the dates it will be in your
area.

LIBRARY AID PROGRAM INCENTIVE GRANTS
By Rod Wagner, Deputy Director

Tools used by reference in answering questions;
A display to demonstrate interlibrary loan;
Materials for the blind and physically handicapped such as Braille and talking books;
A microfiche reader and documents from the
Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse;
Audio-visual equipment : tape recorders, slide
and film strip projectors, a dry mount press, a
transparency making machine, and sample software
for all;
Two painting reproductions and sculpture as
samples of loan items;

Guidelines and application materials have been
distributed to eligible libraries for completion of
Part II of the 1975 Library Aid Program. The
"Incentive Grants" include grants to Regional/
TWX Libraries for supplementing regional resources
and grants to libraries which are within counties
which provide county funds for library services.
The incentive grants for county and multi-county
regional development are being awarded on the
following basis: all libraries within counties which
appropriate funds for support of library programs
are eligible to recieve funds. These grants will
provide supplemental assistance to individual
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR . ..
STATUS QUO OR STANDARDS?
(For Nebraska's Public Libraries and Library Services)
We are at a crucial stage in the development of an
adequate public library service in Nebraska:
a) In 1974/75, we took the first steps in identifying public libraries with the help of Nebraska's
first state aid grants for public libraries:
a1) Terminology was spelled out in spring
meetings (and in the Nebraska Library
Association Quarterly) with appropriate
roles for: the local library
the regional library
the regional twx library
the network
the state library agency
a2) I nput on roles was possible at spring
meetings through discussion groups (again
repeated in the Quarterly) with expression
on major concepts.
!==----,.,:=~.r.t-\rf"r7'>1ineation of steps and standards for each
size library in Standards for Public Libraries
in Nebraska (revised 1974).
a4) Application of Standards (nos. 1-4) for
grant awards of state aid to libraries (with
lenience in first year stage of development).

A review of the State Library Agency, as a backup resource, will bring up to date its place in the
Standards for State Library Services (1970).
The certification of a public library will assure
that library state recognition, will show proof that
the library is doing its share, and will assure all that
it has a right to participate in all statewide services.
A lack of certification will come about through:
1. Continued negative response to all inquiries.
2. Non-submission of annual report forms.
3. Non-participation in network activities.
4. No signs of progress in meeting the key
provisions in the Standards. (The Network
Coordirlators will have input in recommending action. Once removed from the lists, the
reverse of the course of action above wi II be
sufficient to reinstate the library).
Concern for the public library, even the smallest
unit, is stronger than ever. The National Program
for Library and Information Service (Final Draft,
March 10, 1975) coosideJ'S tb~urr:.e
problems, and needed incentives for public libraries:
1. "The challenge is to find the means for making ... resources available through an effective
identification, location, and distribution
system - local library facilities designed for
other times and conditions can no longer cope

b) In 1975/76, we will proceed with certification
of public libraries through these methods:
b1) Status report on all libraries applying for
state aid in 1974/75. A follow-up information report form will go out in the
coming weeks for additional information
on progress made.
b2) A questionnaire on status of all other
public libraries, not applying for state aid
in 1974/75, will be developed and sent
out soon.
('b1' and 'b2' will be based on the first
eight points of Standards for Public
Libraries in Nebraska (revised 1974).
b3) A special evaluation form will be used for
all regional libraries serving one or more
counties and/or serving as TWX Center
based on the new Standards for Regional
TWX Libraries in Nebraska (1975).
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with the ever increasing volume of information
produced in this country and abroad - nor can
they fully satisfy the rapidly changing information needs of our society."
2. "Public libraries, including the smallest, are
the backbone of the library system in America, and are the potential windows on any
future nationwide network."
3. "New federal and state legislation is needed
that will give local libraries the incentive
actively to join larger systems of service
outside their immediate jurisdictions."
(State aid incentive grants in 1974/75 have
indeed prodded greater regional development).
The National Program also stresses the state and
federal responsibilities in seeing a sound structure
is built:
The State's Role

1. "It would be an important advance if the
sta_tes_wou e1£Chto prepar.e...aodLof -up-dat _
corresponding legislation setting forth statewide programs of library and information
services."
2. "The state ... would accept this major share
. of the cost of coordinating and of supporting
the intrastate components of the network as
well as a part of the cost of participating in
multi-state planning operations."
3. "The state has the responsibility to develop
and sustain its own statewide program of
library and information service. Such a program
must commit the state to provide funding or
matching funding for development of resources
and services, including special forms of statewide network assistance and specialized
services. "
(Hopefully these things can be strengthened
through the Governor's Hearings and
Conference activities).
The Federal Responsibilities

1. "To help establish or initiate new programs."

public library service levels or do we want to be
able to meet the most meaningful standards which
can be applied for our users? Shouldn't we be
anxious to make all of Nebraska a functioning part
of a national network of libraries and information
services?
Jane P. Geske, Director
Nebraska Library Commission
COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT
BOOK SELECTION* - Nebraska Library Commission
By Gretchen Naugle, Aquisitions Librarian

A. Objectives
1. To provide materials not available in the
Nebraska Union Catalog
2. To house professional literature
3. To maintain a current, useful, and unique
reference collection
4. To preserve back-up works of Nebraska authors
___ and work~ou:t Nebraska _
5. To obtain controversial material that may not
be available elsewhere in the state.
8. Clientele served
1. People of the state through the local public
library with a backup from the regional
library and the Library Commission via the

TWX
2. Public school and academic libraries of the
state through the regional libraries on a
supplementary basis only
3. State agencies' personnel on a walk-in or
phone-call basis
4. Library personnel both at the Library Commission and throughout the state
5. Out-of-Nebraska libraries as provided by the
ALA Interlibrary Loan Code
C. Priorities
1. On-going periodicals, continuations, and
annuals with constant reevaluation
2. Reference tools
3. Monographs

2. "To help strengthen existing programs."
*This is a first draft of a one page book selection
3. "To help extend the scope of existing programs." policy statement. Please send comments or suggesAre we to be satisfied in the state with present

tions.

Library Aid Program Incentive Grants, Continued

communities as well as provide assistance to
libraries serving populations outside their immediate
jurisdiction.
Incentive grants include a base amount of $500
for each library plus an amount of $.1 O/capita to
the library within the county serving individuals
not served by a library within their own city, village,
or township. Per capita grants will, in addition,
be awarded to contracting libraries which extend
public library services to counties which have no
public library facilities but which contract with a
regional library for service.
Libraries which received basic grant awards
including a per capita contribution for service to
county populations will not receive a per capita
incentive payment, but will receive a supplemental
payment of $500 for their county service fund.
Counties with library service units receiving
incentive grants include: Adams, Brown, Blaine,
Buffalo, Chase, Cherry, Cheyenne, Clay, Furnas,
Gage, Garfield, Hall, Harlan, Hooker, Kearney,
Keith, Keya Paha, Kimball, Lancaster, Lincoln,
Madison, McPherson, Phelps, Platte, Rock, Sheridan,
Thomas.
NEW BOOKS FROM ALA
Three new American Library Association publications of particular interest are both topical and
reasonably priced ($10 and under).
Nonprint Media in Academic Libraries, Pierce
S. Grove, editor, presents up-to-date information
on the nature, characteristics and usefulness of the
major academic recordings, slides, films, maps
and pictures. This work describes techniques for
evaluating and purchasing as well as characterizing
standards for cataloging and equipment.
Steps to Service: A Handbook of Procedures
for the School Library Media Center by Mildred
L. Nickel is a school library media center maintenance manual. The author treats such basic concerns
as budget, evaluation and selection of materials,
ordering receiving, processing, use of materials,

mending rebinding, discarding, inventory, reports,
supplies, personal service, instruction in the use of
media, staff relationships, and others, The work also
discusses recent technological developments. In
addition, the author offers helpful advice on how to
respond to the challenge of censors. It includes a
glossary, directory of publishers, producers and
suppliers.
Unionization is the pioneer study of the personal characteristics of Iibrarians, the structure of their
profession, and the influence of these variables
on union activities.
Theodore L. Guyton finds that unionization is
most visible in large libraries and related to attitudes
of the I ibrarians toward their administrators. The
author proposes a theory that the perception of
diminished promotion opportunities in bureaucratic organizations best explains the growth of
unionism in libraries. For this reason unions will seek
to safeguard employee professionalism by working
for greater employee participation in decision-making.
To order write: Order Department, American
Library Assoc., 50 East Huron Street, Chicago,
Illinois 60611.
CHECK OUT WALTER CRONKITE
CBS Inc. and the National Archives and Records
Service of the U.S. General Services Administration
have established an archives of television news
broadcasts that will be available throughout the
nation. Videotape copies of all regularly scheduled
and special "hard news" television broadcasts of
CBS News will be available not only for research use
in the National Archives in Washington, its eleven·
regional branch archives and the six Presidential
libraries, but also to the general public. The National
Archives plans to make videotape copies of the
news broadcasts to fill requests from public, university, and other libraries throughout the country
operating under the ALA Interlibrary Loan Code.
All copies will be exactly as broadcast.
The service will be fully operative within the
next several months. So if one of your patrons wants
to take Walter Cronkite home for the evening,
I LL the National Archives.

PROPOSED NATIONAL PROGRAM OF LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICE
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Prepared by the National Commission on Librarie and Information Science, March 10, 1975, Washington, D.C.
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JOHN SCHERE ... ON ELSI
The final session of the Empathetic Library
Service Institute was held in Columbus, Nebraska
at the Hoi iday I nn, March 25-27. The purpose of
this final session was to evaluate the programs
developed by the participants during the past year.
The participants reported on their progress or lack
of progress at the sessions to give the other participants a background on their projects so that they
might be able to benefit from each others experience.
The projects started at the beginning of the ELSI
program were not all completed at the time of this
meeting and this also gave the participants a chance
to meet with the core leaders to revise their projects
to make them more successful. "Refresher" sessions
were also held during this meeting to remind participants of the reasons for the Institute. I believe
workshops which focus attention on meeting individual needs is worthwhile for libraries as it is in
all other areas of service-oriented programs. The
-=programs descrieed-1H the I nstitute indicated that
the I nstitute was beneficial to users in that many
new programs were started to provide service to
individuals that did not exist prior to the Institute.
I think it would be worthwhile to conduct future
institutes along the same line. And it could be done
using the past participants as core leaders for the
future sessions.
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It may be impossible to teach empathy but it
may be possible to enhance those attributes in others
to make them more effective in working with
people.

BICENTENNIAL LISTINGS . ..
The Official Master Register (OMR) of Bicentennial Activities is now available from the Bicentennial
Information Network (BINET). BINET is a computer operation that I ists bicentennial events,
projects and programs by title, classification, city
and state, location and date, subject, method of
presentation, etc. It would be an easy and quick
reference for local bicentennial chairmen, schools
and city administration.
To insure wide distribution of this reference
book, the American Revolution Bicentennial
Administration (ARBA) is making a limited number
of copies available at no charge. For a single copy
send name, company or organization, and address.
For 2=5-cop~includea bfief statement of the use
to which they will be put. Indicate preferred
method of shipment, calculating on 3 Ibs. per
copy plus COD charges. Send all requests to:
BINET-OMR
ARBA
2401 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20276
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PROFILE: CLARK NICHOLS

Volume 2 Number 21
What are some of the most significant developments that you've seen during the time you've
been involved with the Commission?

Q:

A:

One of the most significant things has been
the long range planning that's been done; the
development of the long range plan, the advisory
council, setting up a system to get input from
people in Nebraska as to what the Commission
should be doing, how it ought to perform its
function.

Clark Nichols is the Commission board member
from the Panhandle network. A leading Scottsbluff
attorney, he was raised on a farm just ten
miles from Scottsbluff. He attended the University
of Nebraska where he majored in economics as an
undergraduate and went on to receive his degree in
law. His first love, after work and family (he and
his wife have three children) is reading. He says he
has "haunted" libraries since he was old enough to
read . Now as a commission member, he gives us his
impression of the Commission and its role in the ·
following interview.
What is your opinion of the real purpose of
the commission?

Q:

A:

This is something I've learned from being on
the Commission because, unfortunately, the way
you get this job is from political appointment
and that doesn't mean you know anything about
it when you get it. I would say its purpose is to
foster good libraries in Nebraska. There's a lot of
things that can go into that, but that's the basic
purpose and if we do that we're performing our
basic function.

Another significant thing is the difference in
funding; the change in federal funds, the drive
we've made to try to be less dependent on
federal funds, and to get state funding for the
things we think should be important and permanent parts of the Library Commissionprogram.
Q:

What do you see as some of the special
problems for either panhandle libraries or
Nebraska libraries - some unique problems you
are particularly concerned with in the Panhandle.

A:

A problem that's not unique to the Panhandle
or even Nebraska are distances involved between
people, and the problem comes up in determining the kind of library facilities and programs
you can have in areas where people are widely
scattered. The concept of regional libraries
which enables an area like the Panhandle to
have resources that the individual community
out there couldn't afford to have is very important to library service. I suppose one of the
unique problems of the Panhandle area is the
minority population there because we have both
Mexican Americans and American Indians and
so serving those minoritypopulations presents
problems and challenges that may be unique.
CONTINUED ON LAST PAGE.
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LARGE TYPE TRENDS
By Frances Warnsholz
In the fall of 1968 the Nebraska Library Commission purchased its first large type books from
Keith Jennison Books and Franklin Watts, Inc.,
Publishers. Other companies followed with publication of the books but all have since discontinued
production of large type books. Today the two m3in
sources are Ulverscroft of England and G.K. Hall.
The format of the books has become smaller and
easier to handle than the earlier large type books.
Following the philosophy of library service at the
grass roots, the Commission's Library for the Blind
and Physically Handicapped has been returning its
large type borrowers, both individuals and institutions, to the regional and local libraries. Omaha,
Lincoln and Beatrice Public Libraries have received
the files for the patrons in their cities. Columbus,
Norfolk, Holdrege, and Hastings have received the
records for the patrons in their regions. Scottsbluff
and Sidne will soon follow a~i./LQther libraries.
Of course, libraries all over the state have been
serving patrons who did not reach the attention of
the Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped from their own collection of large type books
and from Commission resources. Outstate libraries
are adding titles to their large print collection to
meet the increasing demand for these books. The
Panhandle and Central Networks are making a union
list of large print books owned by the libraries in
their areas.

"HAVE YOU WATCHED A BOOK TODAY?"
... is the name of the Final Report of an experimental project of the Public Television Library. The
report analyzes the findings of an experiment
with video cassettes in three libraries: Monroe
County Public Library, Bloomington, Indiana;
Kern Memorial Library, Norfolk, Virginia and the
Jackson Metropolitan Library, Jackson, Mississippi.
If you are interested in the findings contact the
Public Television Library, 475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW,
Washington, D.C. 20024 or write the Nebraska
Library Commission.
JMRT ORIENTATION SESSION AT ALA
"Gateway to ALA"will be the theme of the JMRT
Orientation Session at the San Francisco conference.
The session to be held on Sunday, June 29, 4:30
p.m., will feature ALA President Elect Allie Beth
Martin giving an overview of issues before the ALA
membership, what they mean to new/young ALA
members, and how tOpartiClpate in the issues.
Jim Harvey, JMRT President, will give an introducduction to JMRT and its conference activities
followed by an introduction to San Francisco. This
presentation will focus on what to do in the host
city, how to do it and how to get there and back.
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Large print books are catching on!

SEX-BIASED SCHOOL BOOKS
The Women's Equal Educational Opportunity
Act, was introduced by Senator Charles Percy (RilL) on March 26. It is Senator Percy's hope that
his bill can be added to either the Vocational
Education Act or the Higher Education Act, both
of which are up for renewal this year. Briefly, this
bill would not create a new federal program but
would amend several existing ones including ESEA
IV-B Libraries and Learning Resources. It would
require among other things that states spend 5%
of their Libraries and Learning Resources funds "on
a priority basis" for the acquisition of non-sexbiased library resources. For more details see the
March 26 Congressional Record.

JOB LINE
Position Wanted:
A reference position at an academic or
special library is desired by Michael J.
Waldo, 28. He has an MLS. from Northern
Illinois University and an M.A. with work
in history and philosophy from the University of Arkansas. He is currently head
librarian at the State Historical Society of
Iowa. Other positions held include reference
librarian, bibliographic searcher and
teacher. Contact him at 1131 Howell
Street, Iowa City, Iowa. 52240.
Position Openings:

DON'T FEEL LEFT OUT
Even if the Information Powermobile, the
"roving ambassador" for the Governor's Hearings
on Library and Information Service, is not scheduled
to stop in your town, this does not mean that
your community is being excluded from the Hearings. The sites were chosen because of central locations, community profile and travel time. Every
effort has been made to make the Powermobile
accessible to all Nebraska citizens. We urge all
librarians, media specialists and trustees to make
a special effort to see that persons from communities in which the Powermobile cannot stop be
included.

BOOKSHELF AIR DATES FOR JUNE
The Bermuda Triangle by Charles Berlitz,
Doubleday.
June 6
A Season in Hell by Percy Knauth, Harper & Row
June 13
The Lazy Man's Guide to Physical Fitness by
Kenneth Rose ( a Lincoln author), Great Lakes
June 20
Living Press
When I Say No I Feel Guilty by Manuel Smith,
Dial
June 27

Professional cataloger / North Platte
Qualifications: M.A. in Library Science
and two years experience. Position entails
cataloging for the regional and city libraries
and staff administration in the director's
absence. Salary is negotiable.
Director of Regional and City Library /
North Platte
Qualifications: M.A. in Library Science
and ten years experience in library work
and administration. Duties include directing
activities of twenty employees, preparing
budget, including state and federal funding,
and handling public relations for the
library. Salary ranges from $12-16,000.
For the above positions send letter of
application and credentials to:
Boyd W. Gentry, Board President
2608 Pawnee
North Platte, NE 69101

Who's doing what, where, when involving
public television in Nebraska libraries? We want to
know and so does ALA. Drop us a note to bring us
up to date!
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Profile: Clark Nichols Continued from page 1.
0:

A:

During the time you've been on the Commission,has there been one particular cause or goal
that you've wanted to get enacted, a dream that
you've wanted to become a reality?
You kind of learn as you go along and you
don't come to the Commission with any cause
in mind, because this is the kind of position that
people don't go out and seek or campaign for.
I'd be a little suspicious of somebody who did.

But one of the real problems of the commission has been uncertainty about funding and I
think the progress that we've made towards getting the Commission, or at least its permanent
functions, on a state funded basis where we can
depend on funding and be able to plan and
operate consistantly is as close to a goal as anything. Not being a professional librarian, I don't
intend, nor do I want, to get involved in deter=R1iniflg how-libraries O(,J{jAt to-be r:un~ l.,.think,-t.ne_
Commission has generally worked towards
integrating all kinds of communications into the
library system so its no longer addressed just to
printed media but all other kinds of resources as
well. But that's the Director's job I think, that's
the kind of thing that we must depend on professionals for. The kind of service that the
Commission does has to be in the direction of
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getting the support for that kind of expertise so
that it can go on and function effectively.
0:

Is there anything else we should know anything you'd like to add?

A:

The enjoyable thing about this job for me has
been the opportunity to get to know the library
commission staff and librarians and library
people across the state. I've found that they
are very nice people to be associated with.

ALA CONVENTION NOTES
Junior Members Round Table Activities
LAD/JMRT Workshop Committee
The Middle Management Workshop will be held
at ALA in San Francisco and will run from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. June 29, 1975. This is a free workshop
for all conference attendees. This year's program
is-On interpeP';9fll'lel-GommuR-icati{;)ns aM will be
designed and run by Eva Schnider-Rainman, a wellknown authority and publisher of some 175 articles
and monographs and two recent books, The
Volunteer Community: Creative uses of Human
Resources and The Images of Potentiality. The
workshop is limited to 225 and interested persons
should contact Barry Simon, ALA, 50 E. Huron
St., Chicago, 111,60611.
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A Bimonthly Communique From NLC Headquarters
A LETTER TO LIBRARIANS
RE: FILM SERVICE QUESTIONNAIRE AT
SPRING MEETINGS

cost item or quota system and will let you know as
soon as any decision is made on this.

We have been reading and evaluating your
responses to the film questionnaire handed out at
the spring meetings. Thank you for your time in
answering them and for your honest comments
and suggestions. We appreciate this.
We are very interested in improving our film
service and would be glad to hear any additional
suggestions you may have. As a result of your
evaluations we will try to schedule the films closer
together and not send them as early. If you find
that they are not arriving on time, please let us
know so we can make another adjustment.
With budget and money conditions being what
they are, we are still considering the question of a

CALENDAR

Each film when returned, is cleaned and checked
as it is rewound. Pictured are Paula Durling and
Steve Kafka from the Media Center.
Also, we are happy to report that progress is
actually being made on that long awaited NFS computerized film catalog.
Paula Durling
Nebraska Film Service

Ju ne 20, Friday

Regional TWX Librarians Meeting on Contracts

OUTREACH: SUMMER-TIME VISITS

Nebraska Library Commission

Staff members from the Nebraska Library Commission are enthusiastically making plans to visit
the fourteen Regional Libraries this summer. As a
part of our library outreach program, the Commission wishes to get a "behind-the-scenes" view of
each library and to facilitate an exchange of ideas.
We are hoping to send a staff member from each
department, Information Services, Media Center,
Publications Clearinghouse, and Library for the
Blind and Physically Handicapped, on each day-long
visit. The schedule for the visits is not yet complete
but is in the works and will be published when
finalized.

June 29 - July 4

American Library Association Convention
San Francisco
July 17, Thursday

State Advisory Council
Nebraska Library Commission
July 18, Friday

Nebraska Library Commission Meeting
Conference Room, Nebraska Library
Commission
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STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
By Rod Wagner, Deputy Director
A meeting of the State Advisory Council on
Libraries has been set by the Council's Executive
Committee for July 17, 1975, in Lincoln. The
Executive Committee met on May 27, at the
Nebraska Library Commission, to develop plans for
the July meeting and for work of the Advisory Council over the next year. Members of the Executive
Committee include Chuck Stelling (Chairman),
Director, U.S. Conn Library, Wayne State College;
Dale Young (Vice Chairman), Vice-President, First
National Bank, Lincoln; Margaret Masters (Recording Secretary), Media Specialist, Syracuse-DunbarAvoca Schools; and Margy Martin, Director,
Nebraska Western College Library.

rough time now.
In fact, in order for many of these people to
reenter employment it is conceivable that some
retraining may be necessary. Therefore, we want to
alert you to their library needs.
Here are some ways you and all libraries in the
state can help:
Aid such individuals who are undergoing training or who are considering an occupation to
identify the literature they need.
If patrons cannot cope with conventional ink
print material assist them to locate the reading
matter in a format compatible to them.
Take steps to make reading material accessible to
those handicapped people who cannot reach,
stoop or whose difficulty makes it impossible
to get a book from the shelves.

Denny Stephens, Program Officer/Library
Services, U.S. Office of Education, advised the
There are many handicapped people who can't
Committee on its role and responsibilities in advising
get into the library due to an ambulatory impairand assisting the St-ate-L-ibFa AgeAcy4A-adm.jn+s-.~~~--.LLlen1.J::lelp .them meeuneirJntounationJ:aqlJ"LlJ.·~-;,..-~tration of the Library Services and Construction
ments through book delivery or provide informaAct program for Nebraska.
tion when they telephone for reference service.
Activities of the Advisory Council for the next
year will include a review of the Nebraska Long
Range Plan, including state needs, criteria, goals,
and programs. The July Council meeting will
provide an organizational setting for initiating
planning activities of the Council.

Try to be aware of other ways in which the
library profession can assist handicapped people
prepare for employment. Thank you for your
cooperation.

OVERTONES
THE ECONOMY'S EFFECT ON HANDICAPPED
WORKERS
Harold Russell, Chairman
President's Committee on Employment of the
Handicapped
May 29, 1975
In January of this year, the President's Committee
undertook a study of the effect which current
economic conditions are having on handicapped
people. We do not pretend to be experts, but our
interviews and questionnaires brought out one fact:
A disabled individual - who had a hard time earning
a living when conditions were good - is having a

published bimonthly by the
Nebraska Library Commission
Jane Geske, director
John H. Schere, director library
development

1420 P Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508

LBPH DEVELOPMENTS
Attending the Midlands Conference of Librarians
for the Blind and Physically Handicapped held in
Chicago, May 6 - 9 were Frances Warnsholz and
Linda Field from N LC and Ardenia Tupper, Special
Services Librarian from North Platte Public Library.
Some new developments:
The Library of Congress has developed a combined talking book/cassette book machine which
will soon be available. They are now working
towards production of 4-track cassette books at the
15/16 speed and these should be issued in July,
1976. These new cassettes will only be able to be
used on LC machines until an adapter is developed
for commercial machines.
Available by December, 1975 will be a computerized Union Catalog for the LBPH in both print and
microform. It will be a main entry catalog of all
mass-produced materials with yearly revisions and
monthly cumulative supplements. There are plans
to eventually incorporate into the catalog volunteerproduced materials, in addition to titles which are
or have been considered for production to help
libraries in deciding what materials to produce themselves.
Pending a change in the copy write law, the
Library of Congress will have immediate permission
to record new publications for the blind and
physically handicapped by having a release signed
at the same time copyright is applied for.

AMERICAN ISSUES FORUM
Beginning in September, 1975, national media
coverage will be given to the American Issues
Forum, an opportunity for all Americans to take
part in a dialogue on issues basic to the development of American life. There will be nine consecutive monthly topics: A Nation of Nations ...
The Land of Plenty ... Certain Inalienable Rights
... A More Perfect Union: The American Government ... Working in America ... The Business of
America ... America in the World ... Growing Up
in America ... Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of
II

Happi ness."
The Nebraska Library Commission is participating
in this program with the National Endowment for
the Humanities and the American Library Association, and will distribute 150,000 booklets which list
books, films, and records about America over the
last two centuries. Everything is listed by special
topic and there are lists for both adults and children.
In addition, the Nebraska Library Commission is in
the process of compiling a complete listing of
Bicentennial materials currently held by the Commission.
If your library is sponsoring a special discussion
group and has special needs, please write the N LC
Director. The booklets will be received at the
Commission in mid-June.

"GONE READING ........... "

It's a clear summer country day, with a fishing creel full of books for a boy to read, the
resident brook trout can relax ... Have you
thought about your blind and physically handicapped students and library patrons? They'll be
going fishing, too ... Help them to read while they
fish. Cassette machines can be operated on batteries
to be taken to the stream; large print and Braille
books can go along, too. A talking book machine can
take you to trout country.
Anyone who has difficulty reading regular print,
whether it be due to a visual or physical handicap,
may use the services of the Library for the Blind
and Physically Handicapped. For further information contact: Nebraska Library Commission,
Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped,
1420 P Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68508.
Phone (402) 471-2661. We will be glad to
cooperate in your summer reading program by
providing books and machines in the form needed
for your patrons.
Nancy Noha
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NATIONAL HUMANITIES SERIES:
MIDWESTERN CENTER, MADISON, WISCONSIN
The Midwestern Center has supplied the library
Commission with a copy of eight programs on broad
themes for community discussion groups through
the public libraries. Two additional programs will
be forth com i ng.
Each program includes a cassette recording;
Discussing the Humanities, a guide for the volunteer moderator; readings; and a bibliography of
additional readings on the theme. The humanist
introduces his/her theme with a mini-lecture on
the cassette, reads and comments on the reading
selections, and encourages group discussion via
questions.
The program packets, each in two parts, are
being processed and will be available upon request
through the public library's regional channel.
Cassette players will be available through your
regional library. They-will either have thel'l'ror
request them for you. The programs are:
Choice: The Human Dilemma, Marilyn Klawiter
(Department of Humanities, Augustana College,
Sioux Falls, South Dakota)
Land, Nature and American Values, Douglas
Steeples (Department of History, Earlham College,
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Richmond, Indiana)
Language and Man, Joseph Misosh, Jr., (Department of English, Northern Illinois University, Dekalb,
Illinois)
Restrictions on Freedom, Gary Greif, (Department of Philosophy, University of Wisconsin, Green
Bay)
Roots and Branches: Rural Life Styles, Albert
Anderson (Department of Philosophy, Tri-College
University, Fargo, North Dakota)
Spirit of This Age, Elmo Roach (Department of
History, Bradley University, Peoria, Illinois)
Values to Affirm, Patricia Kane (Department of
English, Macalester College, St. Paul, Minn.)
Women and Men; Adventure in Search of
Ourselves, Mary Veeder (Department of English,
Indiana University Northwest, Gary)

COMMENT:
Libraries and the library users of the state lost a
friend of long standing with the death of Frank A.
Lundy, Director, University of Nebraska (lincoln)
Libraries from 1944 to 1971. H is concern was
always with the needs of the individual borrower.
His libraries were a resource which he and his staff
shared.
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OVERTONES
FROM THE UNDERGROUND
A Bimonthly Communique From N LC Headquarters- June 27, 1975
FROM THE DIRECTOR . ..
As the Nebraska Library Commission rounds out
the 1974/75 budget year and completes plans for
use of known funds in 1975/76, there is great
gratitude to last year's (1974) legislators for the
stabilized state budget this year and trepidation in
viewing the year ahead with this (1975) legislative
session's over-reliance on federal funds for 1975/76
programs.

i"'" -

The Regional TWX Librarians are meeting on
revision of contracts and the Resource Center
Librarians will soon be considering contractual
arrangements for last resource efforts. The state's
information network linking academic, school, and
PUDIIC l1emri-es wilrnB,eviewed=m5reciosely than ever to determine roles, local efforts, and statewide
resources.
The Organization Chart shows revision in staffing
and alignments of services. (Some positions have
been dropped and others are being kept open for
consideration later).
Program 39 - Administration
Jane Geske, Director (and Acting Associate
Director for Library Services).
Rod Wagner, Deputy Director for Administration
Program 252 - General I nformation Processes /
Services
Kay Fye, Coordinating Librarian
(The one major change is the inclusion here of
the Nebraska Film Service to allow greater
coordination and back-up staffing).
Program 253 - Special Services: Library for the
Blind & Physically Handicapped
Frances Warnsholz, Coordinating Librarian
(There are no major changes in staffing except
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for shift of technical aspects to the Media
Technical Center)'
Program 259 - Special Services: Government
Publications/ Indexes (Nebraska Publications
Clearinghouse)
Susan Kling, Coordinating Librarian (There are
no major changes).
There wi II be three service departments instead of
four.
Program 302 - Library Development
John Schere, Associate Director for Library
Development and Consultant,Media Technical
Center
(There is no change except for the Media
Technical Cenle[ which will _asslststate agencies on cash fund basis, assist in general
library development and in furthering special
material needs for the blind and physically
handicapped patron).

a

;=- I ~

We will alert you to changes as they occur during
the year and as we continue to analyze programs and
funding potential.
NOTE: We would ask that every public librarian
thank his state senator for continued state aid
funding. On May 8th, 1975, Senator Herbert J.
Duis, District 39, introduced a motion from the
floor to reinstate the aid at the level of $150,000.
While this represents a cut of $50,000 from the
Commission's budget figure, it did coincide with
Governor Exon's recommendation. (It was passed
with no negative votes).
The first year of state aid for local libraries has
meant more hours, more support, more telephones
and a greater ability to meet local needs. The new
state aid application forms, asking for status on the
eight basic standards, in Standards for Public
Continued on next page.
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From the Director, continued.

NLC ORGANIZATION

Libraries in Nebraska (revised 1974), will be
available in the coming weeks. Reaction to our
letters on noncompliance has been tremendous. We
are most grateful to see the immediate response and
to hear of the enthusiasm for the aid and the statewide information network service.

The following listing of N LC staff names is keyed
by number to the organization chart on page 3.

Jane P. Geske, Director
Nebraska Library Commission

THE UNIQUE ART OF MOLAS: ON DISPLAY

A mola is an article of clothing, like a blouse,
worn by the Cuna Indians of the San Bias Islands
in the Caribbean. It consists almost entirely of
panels of fine needlework which has been described
as reverse appl ique. The Cuna I ndian women have
developed the fine needlework of molas into an art
found nowhere else in the world.
A Statewide Touring Exhibition of this unusual
art form has been organized by Sheldon Art Gallery,
UN L, made possible by a grant from the Nebraska
Arts Council and the National Endowment for the
Arts, in cooperation with the Nebraska Library
Commission, the Nebraska Art Association and the
local sponsors. The exhibit will be displayed at the
following public libraries:
June 13 - July 10- Holdrege Public Library
July 14 - August 14 - McCook Public Library
August 18 - September 11 - Imperial Publ ic Library
September 13 - October 2 - North Platte Public
Library
October 4 - 23 - Cozad Public Library
October 27 - November 21 - Hastings Public Library
November 24 - December 19 - Edith Abbott
Memorial Library, Grand Island

1. Geske, Jane
25. Hill, Donna
2. Wagner, Rod
26. Svoboda, Bob
27. Miller, Dorothy
3. Seybold, Jeanne
4. Bottolfson, Connie
28. Putnam, Cindy
5. Wittig, Beverly
29. Salem, Chris (Y:!)
6. Hunt, Maurine
30. (Student) (Y:!)
7. Salem, Chris (Y:!)
31. Kling, Susan
8. (Vacancy)*
32. Buis, Vern
9. Fye, Kay
33. Clark, Brenda
10. Naugle, Gretchen
34. Sloan, Pat
11 . Gildersleeve, Pat
35. Brice, Carol
12. Snow, Ellen
36. Clark, Margo
13. Lusk, Karen
37. Schere, John
14. Borchers, Margaret
38. (Vacancy)*
39. Schenk, Bill (Y:!)
15. Rauscher, Shirley
16. Hanscom, Marion
40. Crouch, Dan (Y:!)
17. Durling, Paula
41. Johnson, Barbara
18. Kirchoff, Pat
42. Giron. Lucy
19. (Student)
43. Ooton, Steve
20. Miller, Miriam
44. (Vacancy) *
21. (Student)
45. Heim, Fern
22. Warnsholz, Frances
46. Fry, Morel
23. Noha, Nancy
47. Schuman, Alexi
24. Field. Linda
48. (Vacancy) *
*Vacancies not being recruited in 1975176
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development

BOOKSHELF AIR DATES FOR JULY

July 4
Widow by Lynn Caine
July 11
Centennial by James Michener
Men, Women and Children by Alan Sillitoe July 18
July 25
Assignments by Lord Snowden

1420 P Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508
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A COMMENT ON THE NATIONAL PROGRAM
FOR LIBRARY AND INFORMATION
SERVICES, SCHOOL LIBRARIES AND SCHOOL
MEDIA PROGRAMS
By John Courtney,
Nebraska State Department of Education

The Congress affirmed the need for adequate
library and information services by establishing the
National Commission of Libraries and Information
Science (PL-345) which in turn completed a proposed national program for Library and Information
Services.
This is a comprehensive document, reflecting
much effort on the part of a great many people. It
encompasses most of the types of libraries that we
have in Nebraska.
The school library and media program section is
worthy of consideration. The study is to be commended because it recognizes that school libraries
are not traditional libraries, but rather are the
center of the total learning program of a school. It
is indeed encouraging that the NCLIS document
makes such a loud and clear declarative statement.
Now we have to ask ourselves individually if this is
true in our local situation: if not, why not and what
can we do about it.
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The document states that the school library is
responsible for all types of media and equipment.
This statement emerging from the National Library
Commission in fact loudly endorses the total media
program concept. As professionals in the information science business this responsibility must be
ours, not the science teacher's or the principal's!
The commission also endorses existing media
standards and guidelines and encourages all schools
to work toward their implementation as soon as
possible! Does your school have a new copy of the
A LA/A ECT 1975 Standards, do you have a copy
of the new Nebraska Guide to Media Programs? The
national program gives a charge to all school media
personnel:
"It is important to strengthen the school library
and school media centers so that they can meet
existing standards and function effectively as
integral components of the school environment."
This is an important document. It would benefit
you to obtain a copy and read it over carefully! A
copY' is availalJle rom:
National Commission Libraries and Information
Science
Suite 601
1717 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
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RECENT ADDITIONS TO NEBRASKA FILM
SERVICE

The NLC has acquired several new sound filmstrips on Nebraska which may be of interest.
1. Sites and sounds of historic Nebraska: the
meaning of Nebraska, by Robert N. Manley; Selection Research, Inc., Lincoln. This set of 6 filmstrips
and 6 cassettes is for junior high level students.
2. Sites and sounds of historic Nebraska: heritage.
by Robert N. Manley; Same producer, also 6
cassettes and 6 filmstrips. This set is aimed at the
elementary student.
Both sets cover Nebraska history in Dr. Manley's
usual competent, interesting manner. Although
aimed specifically at the school market, they might
be of interest to general audiences, too.
The other sets, produced by Candle Media Productions, are:
3. Nebraska: what it means to its people. 4 filmstrips, 2 cassettes. This set covers state symbols,
land resources, transportation systems, and
Nebraska industries.
4. Nebraska: its outdoor wilderness. 2 filmstrips,
1 cassette. It covers animals, birds, fish, plant life,
and the river systems of Nebraska.
This set is aimed at the school trade, for use with
units on Nebraska, and is suitable for the elementary
level.
The film center has recently added the film
Arrow to the Sun, by Gerald McDermott, to its
collection. This 12 minute animated film was issued
simultaneously with the book of the same title
which is to receive the Caldecott Medal for 1975
at the ALA convention this summer. Arrow to the
Sun is a folktale from the Acoma Pueblo I ndians in
New Mexico, and tells the story of a boy's search
for his father, the Lord of the Sun, and his trials to
prove himself worthy of his divine parent.
Any of the above may be borrowed from the
Commission. Please send requests through the
normal I LLfTWX Channels.
Pat Gildersleeve, Cataloger

RECIPROCAL BORROWING PROGRAM FOR
STUDENTS
By G.A. Rudolph,
Dean of Libraries,
University of Nebraska, Lincoln

The libraries of fourteen post secondary and
academic institutions have implemented a reciprocal
borrowing system for the students of these institutions: Chadron State College, Doane College,
Hastings College, Kearney State College, McCook
Community College, Nebraska Western College,
Northeast Nebraska Technical Community College,
Peru State College, Platte Technical Community
College, Southeast Community College at Fairbury,
Southeast Community College at Lincolll, Southeast Community College at Milford, University of
Nebraska - Lincoln, and Wayne State College. The
cooperative program provides student access to
library materials that are not available at the home
library. The program is not meant to supplant the
library resources of the home libr~ry. It is meant,
rather, to supplement that which the student can
find on the home campus. Proper identification in
the form of a student 10 or evidence of registration
is needed to utilize the reciprocal borrowing privilege.
Borrowers are subject to the regulations and lending
codes of the participating libraries and must return
the materials to the library from which they were
borrowed.
The program is the start of the second phase of
cooperative activities among the post secondary
and academic libraries. In December, twenty-eight
libraries agreed to allow their faculties similar reciprocal privileges. There have also been regional
agreements for reciprocal student borrowing; for
example, the agreement among the Lincoln area
institutions that was inaugurated in March.
The librarians from the post secondary and
academic institutions, along with the Director of
the Nebraska Library Commission, meet quarterly
to discuss mutual problems and to analyze further
areas of cooperative activities. It is expected that
the next phase will be a comprehensive plan for
cooperative activities for the post secondary and
academic libraries.

DR. RAY O. HUMMEL, JR. RETIRES
Dr. Ray O. Hummel, Jr., assistant state librarian
in the Virginia State Library for twenty-seven years,
will retire July 1. Dr. Hummel is a native of Lincoln
and received his B.A., M.A., and Ph. D. degrees in
American History from the University of Nebraska.
He began his work in Virginia in 1948 and is responsible for the expansion of public services, the growth
of the Virginia public library system and an overall
growth of the library's collections.
STATE NEWS
Lexington
The Nebraska Committee for the Humanities has
awarded a $983 matching grant to the Lexington
Public Library to fund a project entitled Urbane
Urbanization: Living with a Changing Rural
Community.
David B. Smith, project director, plans to discuss
the impact of industry and an urbanized philosophy
on-rural communitie:; such as I:.exington in four
evening meetings, the first of which was held May
27 and featured Dr. Robert Harwick, chairman of
the English Department at Hastings College.
Beatrice
Another Nebraska Committee for the Humanities,
matching grant ($2,300 approximately) was
awarded to the Beatrice Public Library, according
to project director Richard Allen. The grant will
fund five Town Hall Meetings to explore community
goals. The project is titled, In Quest of a Destiny:
Changing Patterns of Beatrice, Nebraska.
Meetings will be held the second Tuesday of
each month, July through November, covering
Beatrice history, community service, the Arts,
economics and planning, and a summary
meeting.
The Nebraska Committee for the Humanities
(NCH) is a state-based program of the National
Endowment for the Humanities. NCH funds projects
which seek to bring together the adult public and
scholars in the humanities to discuss issues of public
concern. Any non-profit organization in Nebraska
is eligible to apply for funding.

Richard Allen, Director, Beatrice Public Library,
has been appointed to the Public Library Activities
Committee of the Public Library Association of the
American Library Association. His appointment
will run from 1975 through 1977. The Committee's
job is to develop and recommend goals which will
meet the changing needs of the Public Library
Association.
SUMMER WOMEN'S PROGRAMS ...
From TA to Sherlock Holmes
The Extension Division of the University of
Nebraska, Lincoln, is planning a series of women's
programs. Some classes planned are:
Personal Defense
Life Planning Workshop
$$ and Sense
Workshop in Writing for Publication
Self-Awareness in Human Interaction Through
Transactional Analysis
Workshop in Oral History, Folklore and FamiIY_=-=--_--t
History
=• -Sherlock Holmes - Alive & Well
All classes will be meeting weeknight evenings.
For more information, call the Extension Division,
Department of Informal Education, 472-2171.
REGIONAL LIBRARY VISITS: AGENDA
We have received confirmations from almost all
sixteen (not fourteen as stated in Overtones, Vol.
2, No. 22) Regional Libraries and are firming up the
schedule for the visits planned by the NLC staff
(see Overtones, Vol. 2, No. 22). At this writing
two visits have been made and the N LC staff
enjoyed the warm, friendly welcome each time.
The schedule reads as follows:
June 16
18
24
26
27

Grand Island
Columbus
Fairbury
North Platte
McCook

July

Norfolk
Valentine
Hastings

7
8
21

July

23
24

August 4
5
7
20
22

Sidney
Scottsbluff
Holdrege
Kearney
Fremont
Beatrice
Lincoln
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The Congress affirmed the need for adequate
library and information services by establishing the
National Commission of Libraries and Information
Science (PL-345) which in turn completed a proposed national program for Library and Information
Services.
This is a comprehensive document, reflecting
much effort on the part of a great many people. It
encompasses most of the types of libraries that we
have in Nebraska.
The school library and media program section is
worthy of consideration. The study is to be commended because it recognizes that school libraries
are not traditional libraries, but rather are the
center of the total learning program of a school. It
is indeed encouraging that the NCLIS document
makes such a loud and clear declarative statement.
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The document states that the school library is
responsible for all types of media and equipment.
This statement emerging from the National Library
Commission in fact loudly endorses the total media
program concept. As professionals in the information science business this responsibility must be
ours, not the science teacher's or the principal's!
The commission also endorses existing media
standards and guidelines and encourages all schools
to work toward their implementation as soon as
possible! Does your school have a new copy of the
A LA/AECT 1975 Standards, do you have a copy
of the new Nebraska Guide to Media Programs? The
national program gives a charge to all school media
personnel:
"It is important to strengthen the school library
and school media centers so that they can meet
existing standards and function effectively as
integral components of the school environment."
This is an important document. It would benefit
you to obtain a copy and read it over carefully! A
COp? is a'Jailatrle rom:
National Commission Libraries and Information
Science
Suite 601
1717 K Street, N.W.
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AMERICAN ISSUES FORUM
"Bicentennial Reading, Viewing, Listening," a
pamphlet with selected listings of films, records,
and other materials has arrived by the ton (150,000
of them) at N LC and are presently being shipped
out to libraries across the state. The materials are
designed for use with the American Issues Forum,
a 36-week program for individual investigation and
group discussion of the fundamental issues and
values of American life in conjunction with the
nation's bicentennial .
There are separate booklets for adults and
children which look identical except for the small
notation "for young Americans" in the upper
right-hand corner. For further details see Overtones,
Volume 2, Number 22/ or write the Director,
Nebraska Library Commission.

Volume 2 Number 24

YASD SEEKS PARTICIPATION IN PROGRAM
PLANNING
Who can celebrate a centennial without a crowd?
Hence, this invitation to YASD members, those of
co-sponsor AASL, and interested others to help
choose the speaker for our perennially successful
YASD author-luncheon scheduled as a part of the
1976 American Library Association annual conference in Chicago for Thursday, July 22,1976.
Suggest additions to the following list; rank your
top favorites from one (highest) to ten; include
helpful hints for contacting such notables; and mail
to Helen Kriegn, YASD President-elect, DLS Box
1437, Madison, WI 53701, by August 31, 1975.
Names suggested to date are: Bella Abzug, Malcolm
Boyd, Gwendolyn Brooks, Carlos Castaneda, Cesar
Chavez, Alice Childress, Shirley Chisholm, William
O. Douglas, Rosey Grier, Valerie Harper, Thomas
A. Harris, Robert Heilbroner, Joseph Heller,
Barbara Jordan, M.E. Kerr, Billie Jean King, H.H.
Knudson, Maggie Kuhn, Shirley McLaine, Eve
Merriam, Emily Cheney Neville, Lisa Richette,
Gertrude Samuels, Martin Scorsese, Gene Shalit,
Paul Soglin, Paul Zindel.

CALENDAR
July 17, Thursday

State Advisory Council
Nebraska Library Commission
July 18, Friday

Nebraska Library Commission Meeting
Beverly Wittig wades through stacks of booklets
for the American Issues Forum in the process of
distributing them to libraries in the state.

Conference Room,
Nebraska Library Commission
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APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR 1976 SCHOOL
LIBRARY MEDIA AWARD
A $5,000 prize for the most outstanding
achievement in providing exemplary media programs at the elementary level is being offered to
school systems submitting applications for the
1976 School Library Media Program of the Year.
The new awards program, now in its fourth
year, is co-sponsored by the American Association
of School Librarians and the Encyclopaedia
Britannica Companies. It succeeds the EB School
Library Awards given during the decade 1963-72.
Top winner of the 1975 competition was
Rochester (N.Y.) City Schools. National Finalist
citations were presented to three other nominees:
Missoula (Montana) Public Schools, Shelby County
Schools, Memphis, Tennessee, and La Crosse
(Wisconsin) Area Public Schools.

of 1975. This will give us a chance to try to evaluate
our service and make some decisions relative to
improving the N FS and best serving your needs.
We appreciate your cooperation in this and
welcome any comments or suggestions you would
like to send us, at any time.
Nebraska Film Service

BOOK SETS AVAILABLE
The following sets of books are available for any
library that would like to receive them:
Richardson, James; Messages and Papers of the
Presidents, 1789-1897.10 vols., in good condition.
(also part of the U.S. Serial Set)

Seymour, Charles, editor; Intimate Papers of
Colonel House. 2 vols., Riverside Press ed., 1926.
Houghton Mifflin.

The 1976 awards will be made during National
Either or both may be acquired from:
eek,Apn 2l- ro, and as. ma-n-y~
as--;-O
fi'-ve-=o~thr-e-r""----M"'r-s.""'L""o-u-i-se-S-m-a"-""
lI ,

- - -'[-""'1'""r=ar""'y"'"
"

school systems may also be cited for the quality of
their elementary media programs. Any school
system - public, private, or parochial - is eligible

Nebraska State Historical Society

to apply.
For application forms, write to the American
Association of School Librarians, 50 East Huron
Street, Chicago, Illinois 60611, or your state school
library media supervisor. Completed applications
must be submitted no later than November 17, 1975.

Lincoln, Nebraska 68508
(402) 432-2793

Library,
15th & R

OVERTONES

NOTICE TO FILM LIBRARIANS

published bimonthly by the

Although the Nebraska Film Service has a limited
supply of films and an even more limited budget,
we want to find the best way to serve the most
people in our state with our available resources.
Therefore, we are evaluating the Service and its
procedures. We are considering several ideas, but at
this point we do need your cooperation and
assistance.

Nebraska Library Commission

Until further notice we would like to ask you
not to request film reservations beyond December
31,1975. We will continue to accept and honor all
requests for advance scheduling through December

Jane Geske, director
John H. Schere, director library
development

1420 P Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508

1800 books, 70 com ic books, 50 records, 160
pamphlets, 500 magazines and several "Viewmaster"
reels. Many of these materials were donated, some
bought at rummage and garage sales, bookstores and
from Scholastic Books.
They now have 178 members from four to over
ninety years of age, but most members are elementary or junior high school age. There is a twenty-five
cent charge to join the library which is run by a
staff of eleven. Their jobs range from janitor to
various editors of the monthly newsletter, The
Bookworm, which offers regular features including
book reviews, puzzles and a joke column.
The Kid's Library, also in Wellesley, was begun
by Mark Doucette. He describes it as more of a
resource center. Besides books, it stocks tapes,
records, and magazines. There's even an aquarium
in the library, which was converted from a basement
family room. His monthly publication, Book Life,
is similar to The Bookworm.
If you know of a child who might be interested
in a project like this, write to these young librarians
for more information :
Barry Morri II, President
The Great Library
32 Croton Street
Wellesley, MA 02181

Mark Doucette, Head
The Kid's Library
8 Kipling Road
Wellesley, MA 02181

JOB LINE
MOVING DAY -CONFUSION REIGNS
Recent changes in staff organization, which will
include the Nebraska Film Service under General
I nformation Processes/Services, means further
crowding in the reference area and a complete
upheaval of the old Media Center.
KID'S LIBRARIES
There are two libraries in Wellesley, Massachusetts
which were started by children. The Great Library
was started by Barry Morrill in 1972 when he was
twelve years old . The Great Library now has over

On August 1, 1975, Kathryn Meehan
will receive an M.L.S. degree from Rosary
College. She is looking for a professional
position in the public, academic or special
library fields. Contact her at 476 Hamilton
Blvd., Wood River, Illinois 62095.
The Library Commission continually
receives inquiries on job opening in the
state. Please keep us up to date concerning
vacancies both for publication in Overtones
and so we can forward the information to
those who inquire.

nlc
NATIONAL INDIAN EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
Library Service Guides
The Nebraska Library Commission has received
and cataloged twelve American I ndian Library
Service Guides. The purpose of these guides is to
summarize the state of the art in Indian librarianship in a series of brief, practical guides. These
guides are intended to be used by American Indians
and librarians who are developing Indian library
services.
1. Guide to Funding Sources for American Indian
Library and I nformation Services.
2. Working with Indian Communities and Agencies
to Establ ish I ndian Library Services.
3. Working with Library Agencies to Establish
I ndian Library Services.
4. I nitial Organization and Staffing Patterns for
I ndian Library Services .
. Afternativesto Standard Classification and
Cataloging for I ndian Libraries.
6. Urban I ndian Library Services.
7. Adu It Education and I nd ian Libraries.
8. Promoting Indian Library Use.
9. Locally Generated Information and Referral
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Services in I nd ian Libraries.
10. Assessing Information Needs in the Indian
Community.
11. Materials Selection for I ndian Libraries.
12. In-Service Training in Indian Libraries.
The Library Service Guides are being distributed
by the National I ndian Education Association
Library Project, 3036 University Avenue, S.E.,
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414. Sets of the guides
have been distributed to every state library agency
and ER IC. In addition, a limited number of sets
and individual titles are available at the above
address free of charge. (Priority will be given to
Indian tribes and organizations as well as libraries
actively serving I ndian people who request copies).
The NLC set is available to any library seeking help
in setting up or strengthening library services to
American Indians.

BOOKEND GIVEAWAY
In the process of shifting, re-arranging and
general housekeeping at the Commission, we have
uncovered a quantity of unused bookends. Anyone
interested is more than welcome to come and cart
some away - sorry, no free delivery.
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COMPUTERS, MEDICAL LIBRARIES, AND THE
HEALTH OF NEBRASKANS
By David Bishop, Director, Library of Medicine, UNO
A typewriter-like terminal and an ordinary
telephone make available computer-based records
of health-sciences information to all health practitioners in Nebraska. The computers and their
records are at the National Library of Medicine in
Bethesda, Maryland. Their products - citations
and abstracts - are printed out in Nebraska, and used
by health professionals throughout our state (backed
by full-text documents procured, if necessary,
through the nationwide Regional Medical Library
network).
The MEDLINE data base is the most-used of the
eleven currently available files . Containing half a
million citations from 3,000 medical journals,
and updated monthly, MEDLINE is designed to
help health professionals find out easily and quickly
what has been recently publ ished on any specific
combination of biomedical subjects. Specially
trained librarians query the file interactively on-line,
using a 12,000-term controlled vocabulary, and
through the use of Boolean logic tailor the search
to the exact requirements of the health practitioner.
Such searches frequently are to determine the
latest therapy for a patient with some unusual
illness, and the immediacy of the computer response
can be of critical importance in the treatment of
the patient wherever he or she may be located in
Nebraska.
The other ten data bases include such things as a
similar system for monographs (CATLlNE), a
serials bibliographic and locator file (SER LI N E), an
interactive chemical dictionary (CHEMLlNE), and
the Medical Subject Headings control file (MeSH
Vocabulary).

Volume 2 Number 25

Two specialized data bases are of particular
importance to Nebraska's health professionals.
TOXLINE is a citation/abstract file for toxicology
information, including the health effects of environmental chemicals and pollutants. CANCER LINE is
a citation/abstract file for information on cancer
therapy and on chemical, physical, and viral
carcinogenesis. (This file is to be expanded to
include abstracts of on-going cancer research
projects.)
The most recent file, AVLlNE, is currently in its
testing phase. This data base includes highly selected
records of audiovisual materials for medical and
dental education, all of which have been recommended by professional review groups. The records
include educational objectives, teaching levels, etc.,
and full descriptive abstracts. Under a parallel
program, "videoabstracts" of AVLI N E materials
are being tested for Regional Medical Library use.
These important services for improved health
care are available at three centers in Nebraska : the
Health Sciences Library at Creighton University,
the Medical Library at the VA Hospital in Lincoln,
and the Library of Medicine at the University of
Nebraska Medical Center. They are available to all
Nebraska health professionals on demand. User
fees vary (with a maximum allowable charge of
$12 per standard search).
The health sciences are not the only discipline
served by such sophisticated computer systems.
On-line access to information in such fields as
agriculture(CAI N), education (E RIC), engineering
(COMPENDEX) and business management
(INFORM), and many more, isalsoavailable
through the libraries of the University of Nebraska .
Some of these other systems will be the subject of
a forthcoming article in Overtones from the Underground.
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FILM WORKSHOP ... FOCUS ON THE GRAND
GENERATION
Representatives from fifty public libraries and
program directors for care homes participated in
the "Great Film Programs for the Grand Generation"
workshop in Kearney, July 9 and 10.
The workshop was directed by John Schere,
produced by N LC and featured Barbara Bryant and
Janis MacPherson of Phoenix Films, New York City.
Bryant used the theme "Always Alive-Always
Interested-Always Involved." Films covered arts
and crafts, contemporary politics, inspiration,
nostalgia, nutrition, sexuality, science, nature and

services. I shall try to briefly summarize some of
the discussion from a session of the American
Library Trustees Association on "Relationship of
School and Public Libraries."
Out of the presentation of the plan of the
Arapahoe Regional Public Library and the Sheridan
High School Library being operated cooperatively
in the high school building at Lucas, Colorado,grew
a discussion which pointed out that probably more
attempts at such cooperation have been unsuccessful than successful. Even in some cases facilities
were planned and built especially for such cooperation and it was not successful. However, others
were and some essential factors contributing to the
success of the plan presented are:
1) Qualified school. librarian as well as public
library librarian ... one must not become
responsible for serving both areas.
2) Librarians from both public and school
libraries were among the representatives from
many cooperative community boards who met

technology.
Presentation of subject matter involved the
gamut of emotions, specifically to emphasize that
people should not be allowed to stop feeling any
emotions, or to be shielded from painful or sad
moments. "Denying older people their rights of
"feel i ng~i.s-enGou rag i I'l9 them t-Q-d~g...W+tl+~n,aOO'~=~~~lwith4Ae-areA+tee+:.=-""~'-'":::
this advances senility," Bryant said.
3) Prepare very specific and firm contracts
Annotated lists of the films were distributed.
Suggestions for sources of free films were included
and films recommended for programming and
in-service training were listed for those working
with the elderly.
Schere discussed and demonstrated less expensive
forms of audio and audio-visual materials for use
in programs with the elderly. Filmstrips and audio
tapes were two forms he used to present material
on early Nebraska history, folklore, book reviews,
hobbies and travel.

ALA REFLECTIONS
As one studies the program of a national convention which is designed to encompass the needs and
interests of nearly 12,000 I ibrarians, trustees and
media specialists, one becomes quite frustrated trying to select the sessions you feel will be most
beneficial to a network coord inator. There are
so many which sound helpful to a coordinator who
should be interested in so many areas of library

spelling out exactly what school district will
do and what library district will do and what
they will do together.
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4) If plan is to work, there must be full commitment of school district board and library
district board and a strong determination to
make the plan work.
5) Must be a degree of flexibility in personalities
of all library staff involved.
Other sessions of interest to me and tapes (or
material) of which I will be glad to share:
"Private Funding for Public Libraries"
"It Can Happen Here! A Censor Confronts the
Library Board" (Slide-tape presentation
available from Office of I ntellectual Freedom,
Washington, D.C.)
"Small Public Libraries as Community Information Centers"
"Small Libraries and Services to The Disadvantaged"

NLC STAFFING REALIGNMENTS

Beginning August first, Alexi Shuman will be
headquartered at NLC. She will continue half-time
as Central Network Coordinator. The remaining halftime will be devoted to working with the Governor's
Conference on Library Services. She will work
with Jane Geske, Shirley Flack, and other agencies.

Fern Heim, Coordinator
Metropolitan Library Network

For me, a trip to ALA meant being able to meet
with people from other states who work in the area
of state documents. It's always comforting to find
that someone else in your field shares similar
problems, and in the "gray" area of acquiring and
processing state publications, this is vital to one's
long-range perspective.
Most of the sessions I attended were those sponsored by the Government Documents Round Table.
These were well-attended by documents people
from all over the country who meet once a year to
hash out problems and plan new programs. One of
the most interesting sessions discussed the establishment of guidelines for State Checklists. I was pleased
to learn that the Nebraska State Publications
Checklist is well above the minimum standards to
be established. (The Checklist is available to any
public, academic or high school library in Nebraska
free of charge. I hope you are finding it to be a
valuable addition to your reference collection and I couldn't resist this plug)!
Brenda Clark,
Publications Clearinghouse

Shirley Flack, Chairman of the Governor's Statewide Hearings on Library Services, and Alexi
Shuman, liaison for Library Intertype Cooperation,
begin the analysis on the data gathered during the
hearings.

September first, Chris Salem will become the
Specialist in the Media Technical Center. She will
continue Overtones editing and will supervise and
schedule the Technical Center.

BOOKSHELF AIR DATES FOR AUGUST

August 1 - Go East, Young Man, by William O.
Douglas.
August 8 - Divorced in America, by Joseph Epstein.
August 15 - Cavett, by Dick Cavett and Christopher
Porterfield.
August 22 - Long Live Columbus, by Harry Golden.
August 29 - The Limner by Pau I Darcy.

nlc
LCL BOOKMOBI LE

Lincoln City Libraries' Bookmobile Service will
begin operating on July 14. Stops for the summer
schedule are planned to run on an experimental
basis through August. Bookmobile visits will be
once a week at each of the seventeen planned stops.
Length of stops will vary from one to two hours.

for the libraries in the state of Nebraska.
All requests must be referred to the Bibliographical Center for Research through the Nebraska
Library Commission.
NEW CHAIRMAN

The Bookmobile is intended to serve people of
all ages in geographic areas of Lincoln with currently
limited access to library service. Included in the
Bookmobile Service will be books for all ages,
large print materials and limited reference service.
For further details contact Ms. Pat Peterson,
Coordinator of Extension, Lincoln City Libraries.
NLC HAS CHANGE IN BIBLIOGRAPHICAL
CENTER FOR RESEARCH CHARGES

For various economic reasons, Jane Geske,
Djrec.toJ -Ofibe f\JehrBSka LibffiLY Commission, has
decided to change the kind of fee structure N LC
pays to the Bibliographical Center for Research in
Denver.
There are various pay plans available to member
libraries. N LC has decided to pay an access fee of
$150 a year plus a $15 charge on each search that
the Bibliographical Center for Research handles
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Martha Peters, Thedford, was elected chairman
of the Nebraska Library Commission Board at the
July 18 Commission Meeting.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR . ..
The draft stages are over and the new program
is out with Goals for Action (Toward a National
Program for Library and Information Services).
The National Commission on Libraries and Information Science's current goal is "to develop a plan for
a flexible network of informational services to meet
the immediate and foreseeable information requirements of the greatest possible number of people."
The Commission will therefore continue to concentrate its efforts in the years ahead on this ideal:
To eventually provide every individual in the
United States with equal opportunity of access
to that part of the total information resource
which will satisfy the individual's educational,
working, cultural and leisure-time needs and
interests, regardless of the individual's location, social or physical condition or level of
intellectual achievement.
"To make progress toward the attainment of this
goal, the Commission [NCLlS] has developed two
major program objectives : (1) to strengthen,
develop, or create where needed, human and
material resources which are supportive of high
quality library and information services; and (2) to
join together the library and information facilities
in the country, through a common pattern of
organization, uniform standards, and shared communications, to form a nationwide network. Such
a program must have incentives strong enough to
encourage maximum cooperation and participation,
not only by states and local governments, but by
interested public and private agencies as well."
"It is important to point out that the concept of
a 'nationwide network' does not imply the absurd
notion that only one copy of a particular book or
publication will be sufficient for the entire country
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to use. People need material at the most immediate
and most accessible level, and the Commission
bel ieves that a national plan must, therefore, be
built upon strong local resources. An ideal nationwide network requires provision of local holdings
of sufficient scope and quantity to satisfy the
immediate needs of local users."
Kudos are in order for those small libraries who
have been responding so positively to our letters on
certification and on the need to begin meeting
standards for their population levels and to the
regional libraries for understanding and accepting
the compromise measures under experimentation
in the coming months. These actions lead us to
believe that these units will take their place in any
"ideal nationwide network."
Jane Geske, Director
Nebraska Library Commission
Toward a National Program for Library Services:
Goals for Action U.S. Government Printing Office,
1975, $1.45 is available to all . The Nebraska
Library Commission welcomes comments,
suggestions, questions, problems, etc., on its
adoption and adaptation in Nebraska. Please write
the Director.

MEDIA MANIA
" ... or How to Win Friends and Influence
People with Audio-Visual and Ephemeral Materials
in Your Library ." Educational Service Unit 11 and
the South Central Regional Library are jointly
sponsoring an audio-visual workshop in Holdrege,
August 18, 1-4 p.m. Alexi Shuman, Shirley Flack
and Cliff Lowell are the featured speakers. For
information contact Jerry Kaup, Holdrege Public
Library.
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THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS AND THE SMALL
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Steve Ooton
I. The Importance of Being Political
The word politics, especially in I ight of recent
headlines, is a dirty word in the minds of many
citizens. This has too often been true of those
running our libraries. The fiction remains that the
public library is somehow detached from politics.
Although libraries should remain non-partisan, they
cannot be isolated from the political process if they
intend to continue as (or become) vital, active
public institutions. We hope that our small public
libraries are already doing this on a local level,
presenting budgets to the town councils supported
by the necessary information to help the councilmen make a sound political decision to adequately
fund the library.

small public library. Upcoming decisions will also
affect the costs of books purchased, magazine
subscriptions, and inter-library loans through postal
rate changes and whether regional libraries legally
will be able to photocopy materials to send to the
small library.
Librarians and trustees throughout Nebraska
need to know how the political process works at
the national level, what the issues that affect them
are, and how and when to make themselves heard
to effect maximum benefit for their own libraries.
In this continuing series of articles, we hope to
supply you/ the library community, with information on the legislative process and current issues
facing Nebraska libraries.
Steve Ooton,
Northern Network Coordinator
(An N LC Statewide Liaison for Small Libraries and
Trustees)

jOBLINE
The Venango School has an opening for a
librarian who also holds a teaching endorsement in Home Economics. Contact J.
Stewart Catlett, Superintendent, Venango
School, Box 37, Venango, Nebraska 69168.
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Librarians and trustees should also be active in
their state organization, the Nebraska Library
Association. One of this organization's chief roles
is that of supporting development of adequate
state-wide programs of library service through all
kinds of libraries.
Also, in the near future major political decisions
will be made at the national level which will
severely affect each small public library in
Nebraska. Obviously, the most important action
will be the continuation, or modification, of the
Library Services and Construction Act (LSCA),
which supplies part of the funding for our state's
Tele/TWX network, network workshops and
outreach projects and other activities vital to the
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Nebraska Library Commission
Jane Geske, director
John H. Schere, director library
development
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ALA CONVENTION, 1975, SAN FRANCISCO
Shirley Rauscher, Nebraska Union Catalog

This was my first ALA convention (an experience
never to be forgotten) and it is hard to know where
to begin my story. I started early Sunday morning
for registration, exhibits, tours and ended the day
attending the first General Session with a welcome
to the city of San Francisco by Mayor Alioto and a
reception at the San Francisco Public Library.
I attended a session on "Anglo-American Cataloging Rules: Past, Present and Future," another on
"Geographic Elements in LC Subject Headings." Then
on to Reference and Adult Services Division and a
very interesting panel discussion on "Networks of
Knowledge : Model Reference Cooperatives." Oh
yes, there will be a census count in 1980 and the
census staff is busy planning for 1980.
Another interesting panel discussion attended
was sponsored by Health and Rehabilitative Library
Services Division. This discussion was about and by
the handicapped person. Along the way at various
meetings I found out that microforms are here to
stay and librarians must ban together for establishing uniformity in microforms and machines. Data
bases are the "in" thing and we need to strive for a
nationwide network. This network will take a long
time, it will be very expensive and as one speaker
stated, "It has only just begun."
San Francisco is also cable cars, fisherman's
wharf, Chinatown, tours, shopping ...
ALA REFLECTIONS- Pat Gildersleeve, Cataloger

This was my first national ALA conference, and
one I will never forget. The sheer size of ALA is
overwhelming to the newcomer. The exhibit hall
reminded me of the Nebraska State Fair on Labor
Day weekend, and everyone of those booths had
something interesting to offer. As one of the Gray
Line tour guides remarked, "They were expecting
5,000 librarians and 10,000 showed up (Actually,
it was closer to 11,500). I guess they all wanted to
get out of the library."
If there was one underlying theme this year in
the speeches I heard, no matter what section was

presenting the program, it was money: the lack of
it, the fight libraries must make to get their share
of the tax dollar, ways to uti I ize every dollar to
the best advantage in today's inflation/recession
economy, and the need to constantly evaluate
oursleves to be sure we are serving the community
as well as possible.
My respect for ALA as an institution and for
librarians in general was certainly enhanced by this
year's conference.
ALA was not all solemn and businesslike, however. One of the interesting luncheons I attended
was the Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street
Irregulars. This group, as you may know, was
founded by Christopher Morley in the 1930's to
honor Sherlock Holmes and his friend and
biographer, Dr. Watson. It has chapters all over the
world, including a devoted little group of librarians
who meet at ALA every year. This year they met
at the Red Knight to enjoy food and fellowship
with other Sherlockians. (I was there moreas an
interested observer, since I don't know enough of
the canon to qualify as a true fan). Toasts were
drunk to Sherlock Holmes, the first special librarian
- he had an extensive collection of true crime
material, you may recall, all carefully indexed and to Dr. Watson, library patron (in one story
he apparently visited a library and borrowed a
book). It was altogether fun and we met some
charming people.

CLARIFICATION RE: NEBRASKA FILM
SERVICE

The Nebraska Film Service memo, asking
that no film reservations be requested
beyond December 31, 1975 may have been
misleading. This is an experiment in booking procedure. The NFS will be scheduling
films after December 31, 1975; we simply
ask that reservations for films beyond that
date not be requested this far in advance.
We are experimenting with the service in
order to better serve you. Thanks for your
cooperation.

nlc
I WENT TO THE ANIMALS FAIR . ..
... is a special children's bibliography about
animals. It contains approximately 240 entries of
fiction and non-fiction books, for young readers
from kindergarten through eighth grade. The
books are available on talking book records,
cassettes, and braille for those who are unable to
read regular print because of a physical handicap.
A flexible disc is included with the bibliography.
It can be helpful to teachers of the blind and
physically handicapped, educational training
facilities, parents, and librarians. Copies may be
obtained from:
Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
1420 P Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508
Hastings Public Library
T.B. Dept.
Hastings, Nebraska 68901
Kimball Public Library
T.B. Dept.
Kimball, Nebraska 69145
North Platte Public Library
T.B. Dept.
North Platte, Nebraska 69101
An extensive childrens' collection is available in
addition to adult books and magazines. Readers
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may also receive free on permanent loan talking
book machines and cassette machines. For further
information and applications contact any of the
above libraries.

NEBRASKA STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL
ON LIBRARIES
The Nebraska State Advisory Council on
Libraries met in Lincoln, July 17, to review the
Nebraska Long Range Program for Libraries. The
meeting included an overview of the purpose and
functions of the State Advisory Council, reports
on funding under the Library Services and Construction Act, and proposed program funding for the
current fiscal year.
The Committees met for several hours to discuss
the revision of the plan (criteria, goals and priorities),
then reported the committee recommendations to
the Council.
A revised draft of tbe program wiiJ he-prepared _
by the Commission, making use of the Council's
recommendations. The State Advisory Council will
then consider the revised plan at its fall meeting.
The Council voted that a recommendation be
made to the Library of Congress to add
dyslexia to those disabilities which entitle people
to receive Talking Book service through the
Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
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