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A YEAR OF STUDY AND CELEBRATION -
NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION (1901-
1976) 

In 1901 , the hard work of the Nebraska Library 
Association membership paid dividends when 
Nebraska House Representative David Brown, 
Nebraska City, introduced a bill in the Nebraska 
Legislature to create a Nebraska Public Library 
Commission to "encourage the establishment of 
libraries where none exists and the improvement 
of those already established",(Nebraska Blue Book). 
The commission was funded that first year, the 
members met in June, and Miss Edna D. Bullock 
was appointed the first (Executive) Secretary on 
September 5, 1901. With this issue of Overtones, 
you will see a new logo to commemorate our anni
versary as we begin an historical overview of our 
75 years and lauch a year of self study creating an 
up-date response to the ALA Standards for Library 
Functions at the State Level (1970) with a series 
of articles by present and former staff members, 
Commission Members, State Advisory Council 
Members, and volunteers. This review, plus the 
measurements being conducted for other levels of 
library service should prepare us for the Governor's 
Conference in the spring, an analysis of progress 
and goals and, hopefully, an appropriate celebra
tion! We ask everyone to join us. 

ATTENTION: SCHOOL LlBRARIES/ MEDIA 
CENTERS 

INFORMATION NETWORKS AND SCHOOL 
LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER NEEDS 

The Nebraska State Department of Education 
sets Rules arid Regulations for the Accreditation 
of Public and Non-Public School Systems (revised 
edition July 1,1971) which specify the require
ments for (5.0) Library and Instructional Materials 
and Equipment. These are fully covered in pages 9 

(Continued on page 4) 

FORD VETOES LIBRARY AND 
EDUCATION APPROPRIATIONS 

President Ford has vetoed the education 
appropriations bill, which includes appro
priations for libraries. The House of 
Representatives has set September 9 as 
the date to attempt a veto over-ride and 
this will require a 2/3 majority. Should the 
House (or Senate) vote to sustain the 
veto, library and education programs 
would continue to fall under the con
tinuing resolution (PL 94-41) pending 
enactment of another education appro
priations bill; and for the Library Services 
and Construction Act (LSCA) the continu
ing resolution means a minimal funding 
at the budget level only ($10 million, or 
$2.5 million per quarter, forTitle I only). 

It is important that you contact your 
congressman and urge him to vote to 
over-ride the President's veto of H R 5901 
on September 9. 
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NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION 
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF FICTION with Nebraska 
As Subject or Setting (Partial list) 

Barker, Mary Libal. Milenka's Happy Summer. 
Dodd, Mead, 1961. 

Bayley, Marjorie. In Friends We Trust. Coward
McCann, 1938. 

One of the most persistent and difficult requests Beede, Ivan Granville. Prairie Woman. Harper, 1930. 
received by the Nebraska Library Commission Bonham, Barbara. Challenge of the Prairie. Bobbs-
Reference Staff is for I ists and/or bibliographies of Merrill, 1965. 
"Nebraskana" - either Nebraska Authors, or books Bothwell, Jean. Peter Holt, P.K. Harcourt, Brace, 
about Nebraska. The Reference Staff has compiled 1950; The Red Barn Club. Harcourt, Brace, 
several lists, none too satisfactory. 1954; Tree House at Seven Oaks. Abelard-

The following list is another such attempt. This Schuman, 1957; The Wishing Apple Tree. 
is merely a start, and as such is being offered to Harcourt, Brace, 1953. 
other librarians of the state in the hope that any- Brown, Marion (Marsh). Frontier Beacon. Westmin-
one who has as good, or better, list or who can ster, 1953; Mamie. Westminster, 1971. 
offer suggestions to this list for additions, or correc- Cather, Willa Sibert. Lost Lady. Knopf, 1923; 
tions will communicate with the N LC with this Lucy Gayheart. Knopf, 1935; My Antonia. 
information. Better yet, it would be a wonderful Houghton Mifflin, 1918; 0 Pioneers! Houghton 
step forward to have some scholar or librarian Mifflin, 1913; One of Ours. Knopf, 1922; 
undertake to compile a composite Nebraskana list of Song of the Lark. Houghton Mifflin, ., 1915; 
which all of us could be proud and which could be Youth and the Bright Medusa. Knopf, 1920. 
publicized widely as a truly good authroitative list Cook, Will. The Brass and the Blue by James Keene 

out Ne.b.ras.. b "Neb" (pseud). Random House, 1956. 
~~~~~~~~ ~~~~-=~~~Ravls,ClydeBnon. e~r~a~s~a~~o~as~t~. ~a~rr~a~r~~ 

This list covers the field of fiction in which the Rinehart, 1939. 
subject or location is Nebraska which has been Dick, Trella (Lamson). Tornado Jones. Wilcox & 
published in book-form. No periodical, or newspaper Follett, 1953; Tornado's Big Year. Follett. 1956. 
articles are included. Doherty, Ethel. Seeds of Time. Dutton, 1938. 

Any additions to this list should be forwarded to 
the NLC, Reference Department, 1420 P, Lincoln, 
Nebraska 68508. 

Abbott, Keene, Wine 0' The Winds. Doubleday, 
Page, 1920. 

Aldrich, Bess (Streeter). Lantern in her Hand. 
Appleton, 1928; Lieutenant's Lady. Appleton, 
1942; Miss Bishop. Appleton, 1933; Rim of the 
Prairie. Appleton, 1925; Spring Came on 
Forever. Appleton, 1935; White Bird Flying. 
Appleton, 1931. 

Allen, Henry Wilson. Brass Command . .. by Clay 
Fisher (pseud). Houghton Mifflin, 1955. 

Athey - Nater, Phoebe. Koshopah. Vantage, 1972. 
Atkins, Elizabeth. Holy Suburb. Dutton, 1941. 
Babcock, Frederic. Hang Up the Fiddle. Doubleday, 

1954. 
Barbee, Harvey Edgar. The Lure of the Sandhills. 

Middle West School Review, 1930. 

Douglas, Lloyd Cassel. Invitation to Live. 
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Houghton Mifflin, 1940. 
Drago, Harry Sinclair. Singing Lariat. Morrow, 

1939. 
Eberhart, Mignon Good. The Mystery of Hunting's 

End. Doubleday, Doran, 1930; The Patient in 
Room 18. Doubleday, Doran, 1929; While the 
Patient Slept. Doubleday, Doran, 1930. 

Fales, Dean. Bill Myron. Dutton, 1927. 
Farrens, Howard A. Hilda. Story Book Press, 1940. 
Franchere, Ruth. Willa. Crowell, 1958. 
Grey, Zane. Maverick Queen. Harper, 1950; 

Western Union. Harper, 1939. 
Hart, Mildred Burcham. Dead Woman's Shoes. 

Crowell, 1932; Strange Harvest. Caxton, 1936. 
Hays, Wilma Pitchford. Apricot Tree. I. Washburn, 

1968; Little Lone Coyote. Little, Brown, 1961. 
Horner, Charles Francis. Prairie Pioneers. Dorrance, 

1967. 
Hosford, Jessie. An Awful Name to Live Up To. 

Meredith, 1969; You Bet Your Boots I Can. 
Nelson, 1971. 

Irving, John Treat. The Hunters of the Prairie; or 
The Hawk Chief. A Tale of the Indian Country. 
R. Bentley, 1837. 

Jacks, Leo Vincent. Prairie Venture. Bruce, 1959; 
Wires West. Bruce, 1957. 

Jackson, Charles Tenney. Buffalo Wallow. Bobbs
Merrill, 1953. 

Johnson, Alvin Saunders. The Professor and the 
Petticoat. Dodd, Mead, 1914; Spring Storm. 
Knopf, 1936. 

Jonas, Carl. Jefferson Selleck. Little, Brown, 1952; 
Lillian White Deer. Norton, 1964; The 
Observatory. Norton, 1966; Our Revels Now 
Are Ended. Norton, 1957; Riley McCullough. 
Little, Brown, 1954; The Sputnik Rapist. Nor
ton, 1973. 

Kantor, Mackinlay. Behold the Brown-faced Men. 
Random House, 1952. 

Kristoffersen, Eva Margaret (Stiegel meyer). A Bee 
in her Bonnet. Crowell, 1944. 

Kroll, Francis Lynde. Young Sand Hills Cowboy. 
Lantern, 1953. 

Laughlin, Florence. Seventh Cousin. Macmillan, 
1966. 

Lee, Wayne C. Prairie Vengeance. Arcadia House, 
1954. 

Maule, Mary Katherine (Finigan). Prairie - Schooner 
Princess. Lothrop, 1920. 

Moore, Nancy. The Proud Walk. Putnam,1960. 
Morris, Wright. Ceremony in Lone Tree. Atheneum, 

1960; God's Country and My People. Harper, 
1968; The Home Place. Scribners, 1948; The 
Inhabitants. Scribners, 1946; A Life. Harper & 
Row, 1973; The Works of Love. Knopf, 1952; 
World in the Attic. Scribners, 1949. 

Muilenburg, Walter J. Prairie. Viking, 1925. 
O'Rourke, Frank, Violence at Sundown. Random 

House, 1953; Window intthe Dark. Morrow, 
1960. 

Overholser, Wayne D. The Long Wind. by Joseph 
Wayne (pseud). Dutton, 1953. 

Pendexter, Hugh. Bird of Freedom. Bobbs-Merrill, 
1928. 

Prescott, John Brewster. Journey by the River. 
Random House, 1954. 

Reese, John Henry. Sheehan's Mill. Doubleday, 
Doran, 1943. 

Reilly, Robert T. Massacre at Ash Hollow. Bruce, 
1960. 

Rhodes, Eugene Manlove. Beyond the Desert. 
Houghton Mifflin, 1934. 

Richardson, Chalmer Orin. Golden Empire. Green
berg, 1938. 

Rock, Gail. A Dream for Addie. Knopf, 1975; 
The House Without a Christmas Tree. Knopf, 
1974; The Thanksgiving Treasure. Knopf, 1974. 

Sandoz, Mari. Miss Morissa, Doctor of the Gold 
Trail. McGraw-Hili, 1955; Slogum House. Little, 
Brown, 1937; Son of the Gamblin' Man; The 
Youth of an Artist. Potter, 1960; Winter Thunder. 
Westminster, 1954. 

Shapiro, Karl J. Edsel. B. Geis Associates, 1971. 
Thomas, Dorothy. Home Place. Knopf, 1936; 

Ma Jeeter's Girls. Knopf, 1932. 
Thompson, James Myers. Heed the Thunder. 

Greenberg, 1946. 
Wagoner, David. The Road to Many a Wonder. 

Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 1974. 
Wellman, Manly Wade. Fort Sun Dance. Dell, 1955. 
Winther, Sophus Keith. Mortgage Your Heart. 

Macmillan, 1937; Take All to Nebraska. 
Macmillan, 1936; This Passion Never Dies. 
Macmillan, 1938. 



SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
(Continued from page 1) 

through 12 of the above publication. It is recog
nized by the State Department of Education and 
the Nebraska Library Commission that the school 
library/media center must be prepared to meet the 
immediate needs of its students, its faculty, and 
its administrative staff. There is also mutual under
standing among appropriate staff members of the 
two state agencies that there are resource material 
needs which transcend the daily requirements. 

An experiment was begun last year, with LSCA 
Title III funds, Interlibrary Cooperation, which 
included the school library/media centers in the 
telephone/teletype network in Nebraska. All but 
three of the Regional TWX Libraries were involved 
under contracts with the experiment. The Commis
sion staff was interested in determining the extent 
of the extra load for Regional TWX Libraries. 
While the program started on the negative side it 
has been roven conclusively that there is no real 

- probiemOt~er thanthe incllVidual ones whiChmust 
be analyzed locally. While this is the positive reaction, 
we were seeking, a full evaluation is needed before 
it becomes a part of the regular TWX contract. 
The special contracts have been extended through 
June 30, 1976, and there will be a quarterly 
report form for evaluation and recommendations. 

It is very important that school libraries/media 
centers are aware of the service. These are the sim
ple guidelines spelled out in the contracts: 

The Regional TWX Library will accept requests 
(non-collect calls or written) from a school 
library within its region if there is no public 
library in the community or if there is a public 
library open less than ten hours. (Requests will 
be welcomed as well if there is a problem local
ly). 

The requests for this experiment should be 
limited to specific items including: books, 
periodicals, documents, and photocopies. 

The requests for reference assistance must be 
limited to those questions which cannot be 
found through local resources. 

The counties not included at this time are these: 

Metropol itan Network/Omaha 
Dodge 
Sarpy 
Washington 

Southeastern Network/Li ncol n 
Fillmore 
Saline 
Seward 
York 

Mari Sandoz Network/North Platte 
Keith 
Perkins 

The Regional TWX Centers cooperating are these: 
Beatrice Columbus Fairbury 
Grand Island Hastings Holdrege 
Kearney McCook Norfolk 
Scottsbluff Sidney Valentine 

MEDIA FAMILY AFFAIRS 

- - g 

Title IV ESEA, Bicentennial, LlBGIS, library 
conferences, and other relevant topics are to be 
discussed at the fall Media Family Affairs. Four 
meetings are scheduled this fall: North Platte at 
the Holiday Inn on August 28, Auburn at the 
Arbor Manor on September 4th, Kearney at the 
Fort Kearney Inn on September 11th, and Norfolk 
at the Hoi iday I nn on October 2nd. 

The Media Family Affairs are particularly impor
tant this year because of the drastic changes in 
federal aid to schools. The new Title IV ESEA has 
many changes in it that directly effect the local 
school district, so your administration should also 
be encouraged to attend one of the four above 
meetings. 

Each and every person interested in media in 
Nebraska is urged to attend one of the meetings. 

For a program and registration form write: 
John Courtney, 
Nebraska State Dept. of Education 
233 South 10th Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 
471-2448 



THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS AND THE SMALL 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Steve Ooton 

II. Working in the Federal Context 

First in order to understand the process at the 
Federal level we have to know the basic terminology. 
Some of the important parts are: 

1. Authorization - In order to establish a library 
program an authorization bill must first be passed. 
This outlines the program, sets the maximum 
amounts of funding that may be asked for, and the 
length of time the program will run. 

2. Appropriation - a bill to provide funding for 
an authorized bill. Congress does not have to fund 
the program for the maximum amount authorized. 
This year LSCA, for example, is well below the 
authorization, with zero funding in two of its four 
titles. 

3. Conference Committee - a joint committee 
of the House and Senate to eliminate differences 
between bills passed in each house. Many good 
ammendments made in only one house are lost 
here. 

4. Deferral/Recision - the President may ask that 
spending of money appropriated be delayed for 
some period of time (deferral), or that money 
appropriated not be spent at all (recision). Congress 
must concur with his request if it is to be carried 
out. 

5. Veto/Override - Many of the recent fundi ng 
bi lis for education and I ibraries have been vetoed 
by the President. When this happens we have to 
press Congres to override by a 2/3 vote in each 
house. 

6. Categorical Programs - programs, such as 
LSCA, in which Congress has clearly delineated 
how monies appropriated can be spent. These often 
have specific titles, or areas of funding, within 
them. (LSCA: Title I. Services, II Construction, 
III. Inter-I ibrary cooperation, I V. Service to Elderly). 

The legislative process at the national level is 
very intricate and complex, when compared to 
the local context that most librarians and trustees 
work within. You must come armed with facts 
and faith, but you must also come prepared to 
to fight a prolonged contest rather than a single 
battle. In the small town you present the budget 
and supporting facts to the council once a year, 
and either win or lose. At the Federal level it must 
go through sub-committees, the House, the Senate, 
conference, and be signed by the President, for 
both authroization and appropriation. When trying 
to affect legislation librarians must be aware of the 
nature and order of these processes. It does little 
good, for instance, to lobby for an authorization 
bill, but not to work for funding. Likewise, it is 
fruitless to get an appropriation through the first 
time, but not press Congress to override a veto, or 
reject a request for recision. Perseverance is most 
important because a battle can be lost at any point. 

Steve Ooton, 
Northern Network Coordinator 
(And N LC Statewide Liaison for Small Libraries 

and Trustees) 

JOBLINE 

Robert F. Skinder (M.L.S. from University 
of Rhode Island) is seeking employment in 
Nebraska. Contact him at 41 Bay Street, 
Fairhaven, MA 02719. 
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FILM PREVIEW: SPIRES/BALLOTS REPORT 

The Nebraska Library Commission will be 
previewing the Spires/Ballots Report, September 
11, at 1 :00 p.m. at the Commission, 1420 P Street. 
This film describes Project SPI R ES (Stanford Public 
Information Retrieval System) and Project 
BALLOTS (Bibliographic Automation of Large 
Library Operations Using a Time-Sharing System) 
- and how these computer projects are being used 
to control the growing mass of library materials and 
the rapidly increasing costs of manual processing 
systems in libraries. This film has received the 
"Outstanding Information Science Movie Award 
for 1970" from the American Society for I nfor
mation Science. Anyone interested is invited to 
attend this previewing. 

WORDS WORTH REPEATING 

" ibrarie are not m:]enders of money, but 
t7~rs of mo~ndtlierels-a great difference 
between the two ... " 

Alice Ihrig in an address before the National Library 
Week Seminar held in Jackson, Miss .• January 9, 1975. 
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RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 

NCOA NEWS 

The Myth and Reality of Aging in America, the 
National Council of Aging's survey of American 
attitudes about aging is now available. The study 
was conducted by Louis Harris and Associates and 
deals with the public's perception of what it's like to 
be old, and older American's views about themselves 
and their personal experiences of old age. 

NCOA is holding its 25th Annual Conference in 
Washington, D.C., September 28 - October 2, 1975. 
The topics chosen for general sessions reflect the 
results of the Harris survey of attitudes towards 
aging and the aged. They are the issues chosen by 
the elderly as those holding top priority for them. 
For further information, write Overtones, Nebraska 
Library Commission, 1420 P, Lincoln, Nebraska 
68508. 

HELP! 

Please notify us of any changes that need to 
be made in your mailing labels. We want to keep 
them accurate and up to date. Thankyou! 

BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 
6.1'1- PAID 
PERMIT NO. 212 
LINCOLN, NE 



THE NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION 

OVERTO ES 
FROM THE UNDERCiROUND 

A Bimonthly Communique From N LC Headquarters- September 5, 1975 Volume 3 Number 2 

WE WERE LOOKING AT STANDARDS IN 
1923 AND WE ARE LOOKING AT STANDARDS 
IN 1975 

In 1923, Nell ie Wi II iams, (Executive Secretary, 
Nebraska (Public) Library Commission, used the 
exhibit pictured above 10 stress the importance of 
good childrens' books in the lives of growing and 
developing young people. 

In 1975, this is but one continuing part of the 
efforts to determine if library resources/collections 
in the state are meeting all of the needs. In the last 
issue, we indicated that the Commission Members 
and staff members would be assigned sections of 
Standards for Library Functions at the State Level 
(ALA, 1970) as part of a self analysis of library 
agency needs, efforts, and plans, in connection with 
ongoing measurement at local and regional levels. 

The assignments are as follows and we welcome 
your questions and comments: 

Chapter I, The State and Statewide Library Develop
ment. Assigned to NLC Chairperson, Martha 
Peters, Thedford; Deputy Director, Rod Wagner; 
Staff (all); and State Advisory Council on 
Libraries (Comments by September 25th). 

Chapter II, The State and Financing Library Pro
grams. Assigned to N LC Member, Clark Nichols, 
Scottsbluff; Network Coordinators; NLC Asso
ciate Director for Library Development, John 
Schere (Comments by October 8th). 

Chapter III, Statewide Library Development of 
Resources. Assigned to N LC Member, I ryl Swoboda, 
Norfolk; General Processes and Services Staff; 
Blind and Physically Handicapped Staff (Com
ments by October 21 st). 

Chapter I V, The State and I nformation Networks. 
Assigned to NLC Member, Iryl Swoboda, Nor
folk; General Processes/Services Staff (Comments 
by November 5th). 

Chapter V, Library Services to State Government. 
Assigned to N LC Member, Robert Holqu ist, 
Omaha; Publications Clearinghouse Staff; 
Institutions Coordinator (Comments by Novem
ber 19th). 

Chapter VI, Organization of State Library Services. 
Assigned to N LC Member, Ray Lundy, Kearney; 
N LC Associate Director for Library Development 
John Schere; Network Coordinators (Comments 
by December 3rd). 

Chapter VII, Personnel. Assigned to N LC Chairperson, 
Martha Peters, Thedford; N LC Director, Jane 
Geske (Comments by December 17th). 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE. 
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Chapter VIII, Physical Faci I ities for State Library 
Services. Assigned to N LC Members, Ray Lundy, 
Kearney, and Dorothy Martin, Lincoln (Com
ments by December 31 st). 

The comments on these functions, as we develop 
a statement, will be shared in the coming issues of 
Overtones. They will be important steps but they 
must be coordinated fully with two other documents: 

1) Toward a National Program for Library and 
Information Services: Goals for Action (National 
Commission on Libraries and Information 
Science, 1975) to be able to interface our state
wide program into the national network. 

2) DHEW, Office of Libraries and Learning Resources 
and Library Services Unit, Region VII, (Kansas 
City, Mo.); PL91-600 Management Review, 

request of the academic libraries to speed the work 
of these institutions in serving the needs of their 
student-body and faculty. 

Only verified main entry requests will be searched 
for in the Nebraska Union Catalog. Libraries may call 
the IN FO-L\ N E and receive on-I ine answers during 
the regular work-day. For weekends and state 
hoi idays an electron ic secretary wi II be operational 
to record requests placed during those hours and 
the answers will be telephoned to the requesting 
I ibraries on the next work-day. 

This experiment will continue until January 2, 
1976, at which time it will be evaluated and further 
study on the need and practicality of such service 
will be made. It is being funded through Library 
Services and Construction Act, Title III, I nter
library Cooperation, FY 1975 funds. 

AUDIO-VISUAL CATALOG 

State of Nebraska (August, 1975) to be able to 
demonstrate the administrative capacity of the 
state library agency to fulfill the purposes of the 
federal program (PL91-600 as amended) and, in 

~-:--~,*,:seRee,4e f')Feve-our-a-hl/.i-t.y.-t-G-iblncti.on-aU+m;.· -...,..---,_ A must for all libraries oin into the audio-visual 
level. world is the free Catalog of United States Govern-

ment Produced Audio-visual Materials. It contains 
(Comments on the above documents will be 45,000 items, either for sale or rent. Some items 
invited from Commission members and staff mem- are available free. It can be obtained by writing : 
bers as well). Information Branch, National Audio-visual Center 

I believe it is obvious that we must all fully (GSA), Washington, D.C., 20409. 
participate at all levels if we are to accomplish all 
the things we all say we want. 

Jane Geske, Director 
Nebraska Library Commission 

INFO-LINE SERVICE BEGINS 

On September 2, 1975, the Nebraska Library 
Commission inaugurated a new experimental 
service to certain Post-Secondary and Academic 
libraries not currently directly served by TWX 
machines in their institutions, with on-line telephone 
service to provide Nebraska Union Catalog locational 
information. 

The intention of this four month experiment is 
to provide Nebraska Union Catalog locations at the 
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LSCA GRANTS, 1974/75 (FY 1975) FUNDS 
Number 1 in a series: Central Network, Mail-a-Book 
Project, Grant Amount $17,775 

Starting in September a new program is being 
offered in the Central Library Network for those 
families that are geographically isolated from 
receiving adequate library service. With the initiation 
of this project, called Mail-a-Book, the Central 
Library Network becomes the first network in 
Nebraska to provide I ibrary service to 100% of 
its population. For the past several years, residents of 
Adams, Buffalo, Clay, Furnas, Hall, Harlan, Kearney, 
and Phelps counties have contracted for 
bookmobile service. The persons living in rural 
areas and in communities without public libraries or 
with inadequate library facilities in the remaining 
eight counties of the Network (Dawson, Franklin, 
Gosper, Hamilton, Howard, Merrick, Nuckolls, and 
Webster) were not receiving adequate, as defined by 
Nebraska standards, library service. Mail-a-Book was 
designedJo meet the library needs of just such a 
segment of the population. -- G 

The Mail-a-Book Service will provide these persons 
with a catalog listing of paperback books which can 
be borrowed by mail. The catalog is organized by 
topic and contains brief annotations of each selection. 
Twice yearly catalog supplements are also provided. 
Each time a request is filled, another order card is 
included as well as return postage for the books. 

The Central Library Network Advisory Council 
began the initial planning of this project approxi
mately one year ago when faced with the dilemma 
of serving the unserved. Mail-a-Book seemed to 
present the most adequate solution to this problem. 
It had been tried in other library systems and with 
good administration proven to be highly successful. 
Another deciding factor was the price; for the 
11,538 eligible families, the cost would be $17,775 
or $1.54 per family. Funds for the project were 
made available through the LSCA program. (Library 
Services and Construction Act, Title I, FY 1975) 

The Holdrege Public Library is project head
quarters with Jerry Kaup serving as Project Director. 
The four Central Library Network Regional 
Librarians and the Network Coordinator comprise 

the policy-making board. At the conclusion of the 
first year demonstration period, each Regional 
Librarian will be responsible for attempting to 
obtain local county support for this project in his 
or her respective region. 

J. Alexi Shuman 
Central Network Coordinator 

DUAL ASSIGNMENTS FOR NETWORK 
COORDINATORS 

As indicated earlier (Overtones, Vol. 2, no. 25), 
some changes have occurred in staffing. There are 
four network coordinators (full-time) and one 
network contractee. In addition to the specific 
geographic areas they cover, they have been given 
special assignments which have statewide implications: 

---
Laura Berge, Panhandle Network (Contractee for 

part-time) 

Morel Fry, Mari Sandoz Network, Statewide 
Liaison for Continuing Education for Librarians 

Fern Helm, Metro Network, Statewide Liaison 
for Children's and Young People's Resources 
and Services 

Steve Ooten, Northern Network, Statewide 
Liaison for Small Libraries and Trustees 

Alexi Shuman, Central Network, Statewide 
Liaison for Library I ntertype Cooperation 

(The Southeastern Network is without a Network 
Coordinator, but the area is handled by John 
Schere, N LC Associate Director for Library 
Development) . 

Wh i Ie each of the services and resources are the 
responsibility of individual coordinators in their 
networks, the individual assigned can be used on a 
statewide basis and will be involved in planning and 
evaluation of these services. 

I n the next issue the dua I assignments for other 
than network coordinators will be given. 



August 18, 1975 

Dear Librarians, Trustees & Friends of 
Libraries: 

With the completion of the Governor's 
Hearings on Library Service in Nebraska, I 
want to take this opportunity to thank each 
of you for your tremendous contributions. 

I am aware of the hours spent preparing the 
publicity to assure the widest possible 
participation, charting the routes of the 
Information Powermobile to reach the 
greatest numbers and the most widely 
divergent audiences, interviewing to gain the 
most meaningful input from individual 
Nebraskans and compiling the completed 
questionnaires which can be effectively 
tabulated for use in future planning stages. 

I t is my hope that you wi II conti nue your 
fine interest and participation through the 
next phase which will be the Governor's 
Conference on Library Services in April of 
1976. At that time, I hope to be able to 
thank you personally. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

NEBRASKA LIBRARY NETWORK 
By Rod Wagner, Deputy Director 

Nebraska's six library networks are in the process 
of organizing as non-profit corporations. Two of the 
networks (Northern Library Network and Pan
handle Library Network) have prepared Articles of 
Incorporation and the remaining four networks are 
expected to file documents with the Secretary of 
State within the next several months. The purpose 
of incorporating the networks is to formalize the 
network, develop operati ng procedures, and create 

a legal basis which will allow the networks to receive 
grants and funds for network-wide programs and 
services. 

The Nebraska Library Networks were originally 
created as planning units comprising a multi-county 
area. Advisory Councils were appointed by the 
Nebraska Library Commission to represent the 
networks and were charged with the responsibility 
of identifying library needs in the network, advising 
on programs, and promoting cooperative efforts 
among the various types of library agencies within 
the network and state. This aspect and purpose of 
the network will continue but the networks will 
have an identity of their own outside of their rela 
tionship to the Library Commission. 

The incorporation of the Library Networks is 
seen as an interim measure with the eventual pur
pose of developing a legislative basis for the 
Library Networks as a part of the statewide system 
of Nebraska libraries which will build upon current 
arrangements involving all types of Nebraska 
libraries. 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON LIBRARY & 
INFORMATION SCIENCE 

"The White House Conference on Library and 
Information Science has not, as yet, been funded . 
The Administration has stated that it is prepared to 
carefully consider, a~; part of its Fiscal Year 1977 
budget determination, NCLlS's budget request of 
$3.5 million to support the White House Conference. 
This appropriation request includes the funds 
needed to support the states in planning, organizing, 
and conducting the state conferences which are 
preparatory to, and essential for, the holding of 
the National White House Conference. 

"Congress has indicated their support of the 
White House Conference by the inclusion within 
the Senate version of the Education Bill of the 
$3.5 million appropriation. In Conference Committee, 
however, the amount was deleted without prejudice 
and the Committee Reports indicate that the Con
gress is prepared to provide the money if the 
President will request it. It is their feeling that the 



NATIONAL INVENTORY OF LIBRARY NEEDS 
TO BE UPDATED 

The National Commission on Libraries and 
Information Science (NCLlS) has announced a 
study to update the National Inventory of Library 
Needs, which was last produced in 1965 by the 
American Library Association (ALA). Mr. Boyd 
Ladd will be the principal investigator. 

The study calls for examination of existing 
standards, and the development of a draft NC LI S 
Inventory Statistical Measure for each of three 
types of library (public, academic, and school). 
These will serve as yardsticks against which the 
inventory results can be compared. Separate national 
inventories for each type of library will be followed 
by similar inventories of several states for which 
sufficiently current data is available. Much of the 
raw data for the update will be supplied through the 
cooperation of National Center for Education 
Statistics, from its previous and current, in-process 

=;;;.,.--.-.... ' --rary General I nformation Survey (LI BG IS) 
efforts. 

The requirement for developing statistical measures 
is made necessary by the fact that existing standards 
have been prepared at different times, by different 
organizations, and for different purposes, without 
full reflection of the whole library/information 
environment. Further, some of them were prepared 
before the advent of the computer as a library tool 
and before the recent explosive growth of nonbook 
media, such as audio and video recordings, film
strips, and micro-reproductions. The draft NCLIS 
I nventory Statistical Measure is expected to 
incorporate appropriate provisions of current 
national and international standards, be reviewed 
by national library associations, and be submitted 
to the American National Standards Institute 
Committee Z39 (Standardization in the Field of 
Library Work, Documentation, and Related 
Publishing Practices) as a starting point for national 
standards. 

For further information please contact NCLlS, 
1717 K Street, N.W., Washington D.C., 20036 
(Suite 601). Telephone (202) 382-6595. 

LIBRARY DISCONTINUES DIAL-A-TAPE SERVICE 

Effective August 31 the University of Nebraska 
Medical Center Library of Medicine will no longer 
offer its telephone Dial-A-Tape service. Dating back 
to 1968, this service has made available brief (5 to 
10 minute) audiotapes on specific subjects for the 
use of health professionals throughout Nebraska. 
Access to the tapes has been via telephone, with 
selections made from a published catalog. 

While WATS-line service was available under RMP 
funding, from January 1970 to February 1973, the 
Dial-A-Tape service was heavily used. Since the 
discontinuance of free long-distance access, use has 
become minimal. The collection of tapes itself has 
also become outdated, notably in the area of cancer 
topics where no update replacement tapes are being 
made. Update tapes in other subject areas are more 
costly than their use warrants, as is the continuing 
cost of the telephone equipment. 

The Library feels that the Dial-A-Tape system was 
a worthwhile innovation that has run its course. 
Funds used for its maintenance will be transferred 
to needed areas in the Library's new and successful 
Learning Resources Center. 

CALENDAR 

September 25, 26 
"Spirit for '16" - State Convention for 
Nebraska County and Community Bicenten
nial Chairmen, 
Ramada I nn, Bellevue 

October 15, Wednesday 
Nebraska Library Commission Meeting 
Kearney Public Library, morning 

October 15, Wednesday 
Workshop on Network Activity 
For Network representatives, 
Kearney Public Library, afternoon 
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White House Conference appropriation request 
must originate with the White House. 

"Public Law 93-568 indicates that the White 
House Conference is to be held no later than 1978. 
If this is to be an effective and productive confer
ence, and if the national and state conferences are 
to truly serve as positive mechanisms and a catalyst 
in implementation of the Commission's National 
Program Document, Toward a National Program 
for Library and Information Services: Goals for 
Action, then planning must be started immediately. 

"The Commission has determined that regional 
planning meetings and the ten U.S. Office of Educa
tion Regional Offices will be the first stage for 
involving the states. However, these meetings 
cannot be held until the Administration and the 
Congress have acted on the appropriation request. 
What can and must be done is to immediately 
schedule a meeting that will start the preliminary 
planning for state meetin s the imRlemenlation 
of the National Program Document. The Commission, 
with the cooperation of the Commissioner of 
Education, is inviting the USOE Regional Program 
Officers to attend a meeting in Chicago on Septem
ber 4 and 5,1975, to discuss the means, methods, 
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problems and scheduling necessary to effectively 
plan the ten regional meetings involving all 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, and the territories. 

"Because we are anxious to have, even in 
preliminary planning stages, "grassroots participation" 
- which is essential to good planning - we are 
inviting representatives from the American Library 
Association and one State Librarian from each region." 

By Alphonse Trezza, 
Executive Director 

The representative for this area, Jane Geske, 
Director, Nebraska Library Commission, took 
with her the resu Its of the N LAIN EMA Governor's 
Conference Committee, August 28th, along with 
the plans and budget for the Conference. Reports 
from the Chicago meeting will be circulated and 
made public in Overtones. 

-

HELP! 

Please notify us of any changes that need to 
be made in your mailing labels. We want to keep 
them accurate and up to date. Thankyou! 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR ... 

The Nebraska Arts Council is beginning a major, 
long-range planning process similar in nature to 
that which the Nebraska Library Commission 
undertook beginning in 1972, and we've agreed to 
assist them. 

The Arts Council wants to involve citizens from 
all across the state in the process of defining com
mon cultural needs, setting priorities for services 
and programs to meet them, and helping to 
structure systems to deliver those services and 
programs. To do this, they want to hold a kind of 
"town meeting" in communities all around Nebraska 
where the major questions and issues concerning 
Nebraska's future cultural growth can be discussed. 
Since it is important to the Arts Council that these 
"town meetings" involve a cross-section of each 
community far broader than just those who are 
active in the arts, they would like to work through 
the libraries in each community and have the 
librarian help arrange the meeting and invite the 
participants. When they approached us to ask our 
cooperation, we agreed that this was an important 
and valuable way in which Nebraska libraries can 
do their part in behalf of the state's total cultural 
growth. If your community library is asked to 
participate we hope that you will assist in every 
way possible. The executive Director of the 
Nebraska Arts Council, Mr. Gerald Ness, wi II be 
contacting libraries in the coming weeks. 

We feel that through this cooperative effort 
with the Nebraska Arts Council the libraries of the 
state can make an important contribution to our 
common goals and to the cultural future of each of 
the communities involved. It should be an 

extremely interesting and enjoyable experience. 

Jane Geske, Director 
Nebraska Library Commission 

THE NEWS FROM REGIONAL TWX LIBRARIES 

As reported at the Regional TWX Libraries 
meeting at N LC, August 29th. 

Beatrice: New business alcove, new young adults 
section, new collectors corner, new large print 
books, new ownership of original Dwight Kirsch 
paintings, new addition to the professional staff. 

Columbus: New progress on an old/new facility 
adequate to their program, new microfilm 
reader (with old files of the Columbus Telegraph 
since 1874). 

Fremont: New and major revision of their public 
catalog, new area for reference, new plans for 
microforms. 

Grand Island: New book discussion groups for 4th-
6th graders, new teenage program, new (well used) 
play pen. 

Continued on back page. 

President Ford's veto on the education 
appropriations bill was overridden both in 
the House on September 9th and in the 
Senate on September 10. Representative 
John McCollister, Virginia Smith, and 
Charles Thone all voted with the majority 
to override. Be sure to write and thank your 
representatives for overriding the veto. 

NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION /1420 "P" STREET / LINCOLN, NE 68508 / (402) 471-2045 



THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS AND THE SMALL 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

III. Being Heard 

Having once accepted the idea that library 
supporters must work in the fedaral arena, the ques
tion then becomes how to do it effectively. Letters, 
phone calls, and personal contacts can be very use
ful, despite commonly held beliefs. However, at 
anyone time there are an enormous number of bills, 
programs, and issues competing for the legislator's 
attention. By necessity a legislator must concentrate 
on the particular amendment, hearing, or vote 
currently at hand. In this context, timing and coor
dination of effort become extremely important to 
our overall success. I ndividuals interested in a single 
area of legislation must have an organizational frame
work to maximize their issue's impact. 

Libraries are represented at the regional and 
national level by several organizations, the most 
important of wbicb has. to be..the Ame~'~L<---,_ 

Library Association. The staff of the ALA Washing
ton office monitors legislative activities, represents 
the profession officially, and helps coordinate 
lobbying forces. They have been relatively success
ful in recent years in presenting the "Iibrary point 
of view" on many issues. Of course, they must have 
a great deal of grassroots support around the 
country, those individuals who actually write the 
letters to Congressmen. It would also seem that 
for the most effective representation of local 
interests, states should also be organized internally. 

I n Nebraska we need to do a number of things, 
so that we can make ourselves heard when impor
tant library issues call for it. First, we need as 
much particpation as possible in our state associa
tion, the Nebraska Library Association, (and 
NEMA, too) because there is strength in numbers 
when communicating with our representatives and 
because it can provide better communication 
between individual supporters. Then, the N LA 
needs a very strong legislative action committee 
that can watch Washington and marshal our forces, 
when the time comes for advocacy. And, of course, 
finally the librarians and trustees in the small 
libraries, must do their best to be aware of major 

issues and how they will affect their libraries. 

Steve Ooten, 
Northern Network Coordinator 
(And N LC Statewide Liaison for Small Libraries 
and Trustees) 

(This is the final article in the series on the legisla
tive process and the small public library. In later 
Overtones some more specific issues such as 
postage rates and the copyright law will be considered). 

PANHANDLE LIBRARY NETWORK SUMMER 
PUPPET THEATRE: FINAL REPORT 
Number 2 in a series: LSCA Grants 1974n5 
(FY 1975) Funds 

In June of this year, the Panhandle Library 
Advisory Council and the State Advisory Council 
approved a $2,000 grant to sponsor a series of 
puppet shows. These shows were presented in each 
of the 26 l2ublic libraries in the PaI1b9ndle~etween 
June 16and July 15. 

At each library four puppet shows were presented 
- two one day and another two, two weeks later. 
The first performance consisted of two children's 
stories: The Frog Prince and The Reluctant 
Dragon, a dancing Marionette and a presentation 
on how to make puppets. Two weeks later two 
more shows were presented: The Laugh'n Place 
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and The Tar Babv.· The children were then 
instructed in some simple techniques of puppetry 
and in making puppets move in a life-like way. 

Although not associated with Chadron State 
College, Masquer's Theatrical, the group which 
conducted the Puppet Shows, is under the director-. 
ship of Fredrich E. Wheeler, Associate Professor of 
Speech and Theater at Chadron State College. 

Most of the obvious goals of this project were 
achieved : A series of puppet shows based on famous · 
children's stories were presented to increase interest, 
children were guided in exploring and making 
puppets (the puppeteers gave booklets on the subject 
to the libraries). 

Many libraries reported that children did make 
puppets, and noted a great increase in children 
using the library and that circulation in general 
went up. Fourteen libraries reported that minority 
children attended the show. 

An added bonus to this project was the publicity 
which the libraries received. Newspapers, radio 
stat ions and T.V. stations in the Panhandle all gave 
excellent advance coverage and in many cases did 
follow-up stories on the shows. 

I feel that the comments I have received, verbally 
and in writing, on the evaluation sheets from the 
librarians have been highly favorable: 

"This was good publicity for our library, thank 
you." 

"This money has done more for Public Relations 
and improving the image of the libraries than any 
the Network has spent!" 

"The whole show was popular; it was a marvelous 
success." 

I hope that these ideas will inspire the Network 
to sponsor more special cu Itural events in t"he 
libraries. Mrs. Elliot, the Bayard Librarian, stated, 
"Libraries are the cultural centers of many commu
nities in Nebraska." Now, Masquer's Theatrical is 
trying to expand to present some bicentennial 
puppet shows and perhaps take up the suggestion 
to do some children's theater. 

The looks of delight on the faces of the adults 
and children who were seeing their first puppet 
show should be enough incentive for the Network 
to continue sponsoring this puppet show and to 
make similar efforts in other areas. 

Jann Reichenberg, 
Project Director and Librarian, Chadron Public 

Library 

(For those communities who wish to use the 
materials in producing a similar program, write Rod 
Wagner, Deputy Director, N LC. The Report 
includes a brochure, Creative Puppetry; a complete 
program, with schedule; slides of presentations; a 
cassette of taped comments; and evaluations) . 

MS SOCIETY LAUNCHES 
"READATHON" 

The National Multiple Sclerosis Society is 
launching a Mystery Sleuth Readathon to raise 
funds and motivate youth in the U.S. to read . 
Youths, between 9 and 14, ask friends, neighbors 
and relatives to pledge a donation to MS for each 
book read during a stated length of time. Parents 
monitor their child's progress while a local organi
zation or institution (school, library, parent group) 
makes books available. The proceeds are collected 
from the youths by MS chapters for local patient 
services and research on multiple sclerosis. MS is 
a crippling neurological disease which strikes young 
adults. Further information may be obtained from 
Norma Stoehr, Lincoln Chapter, 317 Lincoln 
Center Building, Lincoln, NE 68508. Lincoln City 
Libraries' program begins October 1. Other Nebraska 
libraries are encouraged to have their own programs 
at times convenient to them (all supplies are available 
free of charge by writing the above address). 
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Hastings: New processing methods (acquisition, 

committee selection, and cataloging), new 
cassettes, new microfilm reader-printer, new 
adult services librarian, new renovation, new 
subregional library for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped. 

Holdrege: New mail-a-book project for the Central 
Network, new toy library, new humanities grant, 
new crafts program for pre-school children 
(weekly), new microfilm facilities, new programs 
of recorded oral history, new puzzles collection 
(including games of chess and checkers), new 
community resource file with community health 
and mental health groups, new genealogy course 
in the lib.rary. 

Kearney: Brand new building, circulating toy col
lection. 

McCook: New workshop for mentally retarded, 
new A-V materials, new game time schedule in 
Community room, new remedial reading program, 
new gift (Eagle's gift of-$1-OO) for large prciR"W3-Qoks. 

Norfolk: New/old drive for an adequate facility, 
new cassettes and recordings, new puzzle exchange. 

Scottsbluff: New A-V materials and recordings 
(including the latest rock groups), new look at 
ongoing outreach project for elderly. 

Valentine: New paintings, new tapings of Indian 
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professional dance group (which can be made 
available), new volunteer for a new nursery school 
program; etc., etc. 

(Librarians from Fairbury and Sidney were unable 
to attend the meeting. Lincoln and Omaha will 
have a separate report as emerging Resource 
Centers). 

... The newest item for each of the Regional TWX 
Libraries involved their local budgets for 1975n6. 
Each could report an increase ranging from 8-14%. 
from the main support areas. This is good news! 
(If more information is wanted on programs 
reported, write directly to the librarian in that 
community) . 

JOBLINE 

Alliance, Nebraska is accepting applica
tions for librarian at the Municipal Library. 

1'"= aegree IS mquired. Minimum sCltar;ris -
$8,400. Applications may be obtained by 
writing City Manager, P.O. Drawer 0, 
Alliance, NE 69301, and will be accepted 
no later than October 6,1975. Earliest 
possible beginning date is November 
1, 1975. 
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NEBRASKA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
CONVENTION 

Headliners ... 
Robert Wedgeworth, Jr., Executive Director, 

American Library Association 
Kevin Starr, Director, San Francisco Public Library 
Wright Morris, ncwelist 
Roger Welsch, folklore authority 

Keynoters for Workshops 
Larry Sawyer, Kearney State College Library 
Dan Lester, Technical Services, UN-L Libraries 
Pat Clark, Kearney Public Library 
Ola Olmquist, Trustee, Valentine and former N LA 

president 
Miriam Mountford, Trustee, Red Cloud Public 

Library and Willa Cather Foundation 
Joe Emmons, Trustee, Willa Cather Foundation 
Norman Geske, Director, Sheldon Memorial Gallery 
Carol Connor, Coordinator, Technical Processes, 

Lincoln City Libraries 
Maureen Pas tine, Gene Eppley Library, UN -O 
James Sweetland, UN-O Libraries 
Mary Somerville, Coordinator, Young People's 

Services, Lincoln City Libraries 

All appearing at the Nebraska Library Association 
Convention, October 16 and 17 at the Holiday Inn, 
Kearney, Nebraska. 

For more information, advance registration 
forms, etc., contact Mrs. Mary Johns, Kearney Public 
Library, 2020 First Avenue, Kearney, Nebraska 
68847. 

AN OLD NEW THOUGHT! 

"It looks like the legislature is attempting quite 
a swat at the Nebraska library institutions. I cannot 

·understand why paving and 'good roads' should be 
of more importance than educationallegisltition. " 

- Mrs. Dan McDonald, Loup City Township 
Library, Loup City Nebraska; from a letter 
dated February 6, 1931. 

AMERICAN ISSUES FORUM 

Libraries, and other Nebraska organizations now 
have the opportunity to chose one or more programs 
from the American Issues Forum. 

Orvid Owens, Project Director, meeting with NLC 
Network Coordinators (Morel Fry pictured). 

Continued on last page. 

A good friend to Nebraska libraries and 
librarians, Miss Phoebe Hayes, former 
Director of the Bibliographical Center, 
Denver, died September 24th, after a long 
illness. 
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PERIODICAL MICROFORM RESOURCES AND 
SERVICES TO INDIVIDUAL NEBRASKANS 
A Report of an LSCA Title I Statewide Project 
(FY 1974/75) $2,688 

For several years the Nebraska Library Commis
sion has maintained service contracts with the 
Omaha Public Library and the Scottsbluff Public 
Library for copies of microfilmed (and regular) 
materials (u nder LSCA Title I). Th is experi ment 
was designed to determ i ne needs in the state and to 
consider duplication requirements at the regional 
levels. At a recent meeting of Directors of Regional 
TWX Libraries there was increased emphasis on 
types of microforms, on appropriate equipment, 
and reports of new acquisitions in these areas. 

With an increase in resources it seemed that the 
contracts might be phased out. The review of 
Omaha's use of microfilm for July 1, 1974 to 
June 30, 1975, reveals some important considera
tions for the Commission as well as for the Directors 
oTl1egional TWA-Libraries : 

1) 70% of all requests were for copies of periodi
cal articles published in 1970 or later; 21% 
were publ ished in the decade 1960-1970; and 
9% were published in the years previous to 
1960. Regional libraries may want to dupli
cate the Omaha Resources Center's holdings 
only for current years, at least at the 
beginning. 

2) 79% were articles copied for public libraries 
and 20% for academic libraries. (These figures 
are not too meaningful, however, as students 
were probably heavily involved in public 
library use as well and there is no real signifi
cance for collection building). 

3) 55% of the articles were from popular maga
zines; 22% were from technical; 22% were 
from specialized publications; and 1% were 
from miscellaneous. It is interesting to note, 
however, that only 20 of the 112 titles 
involved had 5 or more requests and only 4 
titles involved had 10 or more requests 
(America, Aviation Week, Education Digest 
and Today's Education). This represents a 
great change in use and should be of assistance 

in determining new microform collections 
in regional libraries. 

Because 40% of the 112 titles are thus far unique 
to the Omaha Public Library, according to the 
Nebraska-Wide Survey of Microform Holdings and 

Equipment (Apri I, 1973), and because many of 
the Regional TWX Libraries are just beginning 
microform collections, a contract will be maintain
ed through December 1975, on the regular basis, 
and will be continued in January 1976, as part of 
the Omaha Public Library Resource Center contract. 
(This latter will be an LSCA Title III Project for a 
demonstration period). 

The use by Networks is not too surprising: 
Metropolitan Network requests made up 36% of 
the total (closest for users); Northern Network 
borrowers were responsible for 20% of the use; 
Central use was 17%; and 12% was noted for both 
the Southeastern and Mari Sandoz Networks. It is 
not surprising that the Panhandle's use was 1.7% 
sinc ere has bee a .. LSCA contract with 
the Scottsbluff Public Library. Their report will be 
reviewed in a forthcoming issue of Overtones. 

There will be a new survey of microform 
resources and equipment leading to a new directory 
and, perhaps, some assignments of subject areas 
where there are special strengths. 
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NEBRASKA WOMEN AND THE LAW 

The Nebraska Commission on the Status of 
Women announces the schedule for eight ETV shows 
entitled "Nebraska Women and the Law." The 
half-hour show will air live on Wednesday nights at 
9 :00 p.m. 

October 8: Equal Pay for Equal Work 
October 15: What is Title IX? 
October 22: Property Rights 
October 29: Marriage and Divorce 
November 5: Alimony, Child Support & Custody 
November 12: Child Abuse 
November 1 9: Health Services 
November 26: Welfare 

If you are interested in being a member of the 
studio audience, contact the Nebraska ETV station, 
1800 N. 33rd, Lincoln, NE 68508, 472-3611. 

MOUNTAIN PLAINS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Other programs: Intellectual Freedom, Sexism 
in Literature, Resources for the Aging, Copyright, 
Bookmobile Services, Direct Reciprocal Borrowing, 
and more. 

MPLA is billing this as the "most informative 
and enjoyable Convention you've ever experienced." 

MICROFORMS 

Two committees of the American Library 
Association have adopted a joint recommendation 
intended for the guidance of libraries faced with 
decisions on whether to purchase microforms pub
lished on non-silver film or fiche. The number of 
such publications offered for sale has been rapidly 
increasing, and many librarians have voiced concern 
about the lack of standards for permanence and 
durability of such materials. The Standards Com
mittee of the Reproduction of Library Materials 
Section and the Micropublishing Committee of the 

HIGHLIGHTS ~:...c-_=-,-,,=~=""""""""'!dR~e~s~o?u.'..;rc~ezs~S~cti on, both _art of A LA' s Be~Q!d.!J;~ _ 
and Technical Services Division, met jointly during 
the recent ALA Conference to discuss the issue and 
unanimously adopted the following. 

The joint MPLA-CLA Annual Convention will be 
held in Denver at the Executive Tower Inn, October 
19-22, 1975. The theme for th is year's meeti ng is 
"Continuing Education for Continuing Excellence 
in Librarianship." 

The NLC Publications Clearinghouse staff will be 
conducting a pre-conference workshop on Docu
ments, local, state, federal and international, 
Sunday, October 19, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Mr. Kurt Cylke, Chief of the Library of Congress 
Division for the BI ind and Physically Handicapped, 
will be speaking at 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, October 21. 
His topic will be "The Role of the Local Library 
in Providing Library Service to the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped." 

Barbara Johnson, N LC I nstitutions Services 
Coordinator, will conduct a program on "A-V in 
Institutional Programs, 3:15 p.m., Tuesday, October 
21. 

For more information on these programs, contact 
Susan Kling, Chairman MPLA State Library Section, 
at the Nebraska Library Commission, 1420 P, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68502. 

RECOMMENDATION: that libraries buy for 
their permanent collections only microforms 
(such as silver halide film) for which standards 
for arch iva I permanence have been estab I ished 
by recognized standards organizations. 

A JOB FOR EVERYONE 

Rich Man, Poor Man; Beggar Man, Thief; 
Doctor, Lawyer; Merchant Chief. 

Reciting poetry, not exactly; just listing occupa
tions which is one of the jobs involved with com
piling the data gathered during the Governor's 
Hearings on Library Service. All of the questionnaires 
have been counted, a grand total of 1,400 people 
responded and the occupations listed are as varied 
as the responses. The Planning Committee had set 
as one of the goals of the Hearings to reach Nebras
kans from all walks of life; it appears that this was 
met with 185 different occupations represented. 

Continued next page. 



A JOe FOR EVERYONE Continued 

No one listed his or her occupation as a thief 
although one person did say he had gone to the 
library to get some books and steal a film projector 
(a I ittle humor, we hope). There was the usual 
range of occupations - teachers, homemakers, 
clerks, laborers, merchants, doctors, pol ice officers, 
lawyers, and architects. Some occupations, though 
not that unusual, were listed only once or twice
pilot, baker, congressiohal employee, peace corps 
representative, hydro-tester, interior designer, 
air traffic controller, cinematographer. Others 
seemed to fall into undefinable categories - one 
bum, one drifter, a lawn mower (no, we didn't 
interview machinery), a rodeo rider, and two listed 
their occupations as just plain "kids." 

All of the information is now being readied for 
data processing. Computer printouts will be 
available for distributions in late October or early 
November. 1 e grocess of gathering this in orma
tion through interviews and written questionnaires 
involved many hours of work (thank you, again) 
but the results seem to indicate that it was time 
well spent. There are many statements of praise, 
"libraries are fantastic;" but just as many sug
gestions, "I'd use the library, if it were open when 
I could get there;" and even complaints; to remedy 
a library situation that offered practically no 
service, " ... blow the whole thing up and start over 
again." We asked the people to speak out and this 
is exactly what they did. Now it is our turn to listen 
and take action. 

J. Alexi Shuman 
Conference Coordinator 

GRANT DEADLINE ANNOUNCED 

The U.S. Office of education is now accepting 
applications for basic library resource grants 
authorized by title II-A of the Higher Education 
Act as amended. The grant deadline is November 17. 
I nformation and appl ication forms wi II be sent later 
this month to all institutions which have previously 
participated in the program, according to the USOE 

announcement. Other institutions desiring to parti
cipate may obtain the forms from the Office of 
Libraries and Learning Resources, Division of Library 
Programs, Bureau of School Systems, Regional 
Office Building Three, 7th and D Streets, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20202. 

All accredited postsecondary education institutions 
and those provisionally accredited are eligible for 
the basic grant program, as are certain other public 
and private non-profit library agencies. Funding 
for this year remains the same as for last year, 
which provided 2,569 grants of $3,918 each. 

SOME SUGGESTED READING FOR 
MAKING IT COUNT 

Suggested readings for the SUN course in "Funda
mentals of Computer Science." (All but two have 
locations in the Nebraska Union Catalog. Flow
charting and Basic and Computers and Management 
are available in paperback editions). 

Carver, O.K., Introduction to Data Processing, 
John Wiley and Sons, 1974. 

Davis, Gordon B., Computer Data Processing, 
McGraw-Hili, Inc., 1973. 

Edwards, Perry and Broadwell, Bruce, Flowcharting 
and Basic, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc., 1974. 

Eliason, Alan L. and Kent D. Kitts, Business Com
puter Systems and Applications, Science Research 
Associates, Inc., 1974. 

Malcolm, Robert E., et al., Computers in Adminis
tration, I ntext Educational Publishers, 1973. 

Rothman, Stanley and Charles Mossman, Com
puters and Society, Science Research Associates, 
Inc., 1974. 

Sanders, Donald H., Computers in Society, McGraw
Hill, Inc., 1973. 

Sanders, Donald H., Computers and Management, 
McGraw-Hili, Inc., 1974. 

Silver, Gerald A. and Joan B. Silver, Data Proces
sing for Business, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 
Inc., 1973. 

Squire, Enid, The Computer: An Everyday Machine, 
Addison-Wesley (Canada) Ltd., 1972. 

Vazsonyi, Andrew, Introduction to Electronic 
Data Processing, Richard D. I rwi n, Inc., 1973. 



THE INFO LINE 
Number 3 in a series, LSCA Grants, 1974/75, $762 

Info Line is a month old (see Overtones, vol. 3, 
no. 2) and is thriving. I n the first two weeks of the 
program there were 38 location requests, via the 
telephone hot line, from 7 of the 15 participating 
academic libraries. Location information was 
provided immediately, from the Nebraska Union 
Catalog, for 27 of the 38, and 23 of these had 
mu Itiple I istings (locations per title averaged 2.47). 
Nineteen of the 33 libraries in the Nebraska Union 
Catalog were listed for locations. Of these 19 librar
ies,7 had more than 5% (each) of the locations 
load (Doane College 6%, Nebraska Wesleyan 
University 5%, Omaha Public 6%, Creighton Univer
sity 7%, University of Nebraska at Omaha 16%, 
University of Nebraska - Lincoln 22%, and Univer
sity of Nebraska Medical Center 6%). Of the 
remaining libraries, showing some locations, 6 were 
academic (17 locations) and 5 were public (11 
locations) . 

Analyses of the titles which could not be located 
are premature. A third of these requests were in the 
science field and a third in religious studies. 
Almost 2/3 of the titles were in a foreign language 
or published in another country. These will be 
tested for entries and for locations in the National 
Union Catalog. Another report will be made at the 
end of the first two months. 

Requests have been coming in during the day 
at a rate which can be absorbed easily, thus far, with 
present staff. There has been no use of the electronic 
secretary after hours or on weekends. If attempts 
have been made, without success, please alert us. It 
is a part of the instrument and the demonstration. 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
FUNDS 

The Housing and Community Development Act 
of 1974 provides opportunities for Federal assistance 
for library facilities and services through Title I, 
Community Development. Libraries may receive 
assistance for acquisition, construction, and 
reconstruction of a faci I ity which is designed to 

serve as a neighborhood branch I ibrary or as part of 
a mUlti-purpose neighborhood facility. Libraries may 
also receive assistance for providing services for a 
Community Development project. However, the 
provision of I ibrary services is restricted to residents 
of areas where library services are not available in 
an eligible Community Development neighborhood 
project and when such services have been applied 
for and denied or not made available under other 
applicable Federal laws or programs. 

Central library participation in community 
development projects in communities over 10,000 
population may be permitted only if the neighbor
hood branch library cannot provide the required 
assistance for the project. Community Develop
ment is not intended to provide support for the 
over all operational and administrative costs of the 
central library in serving the entire community. 
Libraries seeking participation in the Title I, 
Community Development funding, should 
negotiate with local governmental officials. 

Funds became available in January 1975 and 
are designated through FY 1977. I n addition to the 
Community Development grant program, which 
can provide Federal funds up to 100% of activity 
costs, HUD is authorized to guarantee loan obliga
tions issued by grant recipients (or public agencies 
designated by them to finance acquisitions or 
assembly of real property (and related expenses). 

For additional information contact the appro
priate DHEW Regional Library Services Program 
Officer or Mrs. Elizabeth H. Hughey, Chief, LSCA, 
Office of Libraries and Learning Resources, Bureau 
of School Systems, Office of Education, Washington, 
D.C. 20202. 

NLA CONVENTION NOTE 

The Special and I nstitutional Library Service 
Section Meeting at 1: 15 p.m., Friday, October 17, 
will feature Mrs. June Webb, a retired occupational 
therapist, who will discuss her use of Talking Books 
with her patients, and Mrs. Mary Filip, president of 
the Hall County Medical Auxiliary on her success 
as a volunteer for the Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped. 
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American Issues Forum Continued from page 1 additional information, please contact Orvid 
Owens, Project Director, American Issues Forum, 

The American Issues Forum is designed to engage 511 Nebraska Hall, University Extension Division, 
the participation of all Americans in the Bicentennial Lincoln, NE 68588. 

year in a serious exploration of the issues and The lists of materials to be used, Bicentennial 
forces fundamental to our society. The Forum Reading, Viewing and Listening (for Adults and for 
evolved from an idea of Walter Cronkite's, who sug- Young Americans), were shipped to all public, 
gested that Americans must, "understand who we are school and academic libraries in August of this 
before we look at who we should be." The following year. The titles were recommended by the American 
topics are scheduled: September, "A Nation of Library Association working with the National 
Nations;" October, "The Land of Plenty;" Novem- Endowment for the Humanities. (Some extra copies 
ber, "Certain Unalienable Rights;" December, "A 

of the lists are still available at the Nebraska Library 
More Perfect Union;" January, "Working in Ameri- Commission). 
ca;" February, "The Business of America ... ;" 
March, "America in the World;" April,"Growing up The Nebraska Educational Television Network 
in America;" and May, "Life, Liberty, and the has produced programs dealing with four of the 
Pursuit of Happiness." The nine major topics are nine topics of the American Issues Forum: "Land 
being presented along with 36 subtopics suggesting of Plenty," October 6; "Certain Unalienable 
weekly approaches to the major issues. The topics Rights," November 3; "A More Perfect Union," 
chosen reflect issues that have affected American December 1 ; and "Working in America," 
life from the beginning and will continue to do so January 12. All will be aired at 9:00 p.m. 
otoday-andirrtFie futtJre:eOrgaflizations may ehoese ""-=-= 
as few or as many programs as they wish. 

Selected faculty members (humanists) from 
Nebraska's universities and colleges are available 
to speak and lead discussions on the various topics 
during the nine months. The programs will be 
provided without charge, for the Nebraska Commit
tee for the Humanities is funding the project. For 
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A Bimonthly Communique From NLC Headquarters- October 24,1975 Volume 3 Number 5 

THE HEAT IS ON! 

A year ago the American Library Association was 
invited to develop a selected list of materials
books, recordings, films - that would enhance the 
program of the American Issues Forum. In compiling 
this list it was our intent that these materials would 
fuel a continuing discussion during the nation's 
Bicentennial that would help all Americans better 
understand and appreciate their past. 

This list, entitled Bicentennial Reading, Viewing, 
Listening, was issued last month and the debate has 
already begun. Shortly after the list was distributed 
political columnists William Safire and Patrick 
Buchanan launched a spirited attack on this list, 
criticizing individual selections and the general 
intent of the American Issues Forum. 

Buchanan's attack appeared in the August 30, 
1975 issue of TV Guide magazine: "The American 
Issues Forum is now shaping up as the largest mass 
indoctrination program since the wartime propaganda 
show against the 'Germans and the Japs: 

"The Forum has been co-opted by liberals and 
radicals; it does not need citizen participation, 
but citizen policing. 

"The reading list is slanted so far it falls on its 
face before any reader interested in a genuine 
debate ... The liberals who produced this roster no 
more believe in genuine dissent and dialogue than 
they do in the tooth fairy." 

William Safire had this to say in the New York 
Times on August 11, 1975: "At a cost to taxpayers 
of $220,189, some eight million copies of a reading 
list are being distributed which testify to the intel
lectual and political bias of a group of librarians who 
evidently seek to rig the discussion of American 

issues by tilting the 'approved' materials leftward. 

"In nearly every category, the librarians' lobby 
selects one or two unassailable classics; one sop to 
conservatives; and a half-dozen books that have an 
unmistakably liberal slant. 

"The list lists to port. The National Endowment 
for the Humanities has been had, and ought to 
demand our money back or the cost-free publication 
of a supplemental list in a hurry. 

In a reply to Safire, ALA Past President Edward 
G. Holley says, "If the titles in the list are contro
versial, it is because ideas themselves are contro
versial, and the writers on different issues reflect 
their approach to the problems confronting Ameri
can society, just as Mr. Safire's articles reflect his 
views. 

"One year after the resignation of the first presi
dent and the attempted subversion of the demo
cratic process by many office holders in that admin
istration, the bicentennial American Issues Forum 
does provide an opportunity for the American 
citizen to engage in a debate with his neighbors on 
the fundamental principles on which this nation is 
based. 

"The joint ALA-NEH effort may be one of the 
few contributions to the bicentennial celebration 
whose value will have long lasting results. If it 
does, though, it wi II be because the suggestions for 
reading viewing, and listening have stimulated each 
citizen to think about the major issues of the day, 
relate them to our past, and try to make some 
judgements about the future. I n that spi rit, I 
welcome Mr. Safire early to the debate and look 
forward to the intellectual joust." (from a letter to 
the Editor, New York Times, August 14, 1975). 

NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION / 1420 "P" STREET / LINCOLN, NE 68508 / (402) 471-2045 



SHELDON ART GALLERY OFFERING 
WRIGHT MORRIS EXHIBITION 

A traveling exhibition of photographs by Wright 
Morris is being prepared for circulation across 
Nebraska in 1976. About twenty pictures will be 
selected from a major showing of the artist's work 
at the Sheldon Art Gallery, October 21 - November 
16,1975. Mr. Morris is a visiting professor during the 
curren semes er In e ng IS epar men a e 
University of Nebraska - Lincoln. The fact that 
Wright Morris is an author and an artist should be 
particularly appreciated by libraries. 

Sheldon Art Gallery's Program of Statewide 
Services includes group exhibitions, The Unique 
Art of Molas and The Quality of Touch, which are 
now traveling. A new exhibition for the visually 
handicapped is being planned in addition to the 
Wright Morris Photographs and there is the possibility 
of a group of prints being organized. These exhibi
tions are made possible by a grant from the Nebraska 
Arts Council. 

The Single Picture Lending Service is another 
part of Statewide Services available to libraries with 
the support of the Nebraska Library Commission. 
(LSCA, Title I). If you would like to participate in the 
the Single Picture Lending Service or any of these 
group exhibitions you may contact: 

Mrs. Jane T. Anderson 
Director of Extension Services 
Sheldon Art Gallery 
12th & R Streets 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 
Telephone: (402) 472-2462 

PANHANDLE LIBRARY NETWORK SENIOR 
CITIZENS LIBRARY SERVICE PROJECT 

Fourth in a Series: LSCA Grants 1974nS 

The Panhandle Library Advisory Council and the 
State Advisory Council have approved a second year 
grant of $19,700. The Final Report for the first year 
(LSCA Grants FY 1973) i nd icated specific problems 
in administering a combined project of Library 
Services to the Institutionalized and Residential 
Patron: 

1) "The project is contributing to meeting the 
needs of 1,172 residents in the 20 nursing 
homes in the Panhandle. In addition there are 
11 county jails ... that annually have 750 to 
2,200 inmates. The nursing homes are in need 
of materials (large pri nt books, records) 
because of small local budgets and services 
(films, talking books, program aides) because 
of limited hours of the smaller local libraries. 

e urs omes e 
limited hours and the lack of adequate expen
ditures justify a continued support of the 
demonstration. " 

2) "Goals and objectives remain valid, but should 
be modified to the extent that the person in 
the nursing homes will be on a more individual 
basis (the range of patients is from 20 to 200 
and from welfare patients to high income 
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patrons) and to the extent that the type of 
person in charge of activities will vary (from 
capable college graduates on full time, to 
nurses aides who do activities in slack hours, 
and to high school girls on part time) to meet 
the state requirements." 

3) "The estimated mileage was too low and 
grew from the estimated 6,000 to 10,000. This 
was for nursing homes alone and more would 
be required for additional personal contact or 
for expansion of types of service. The great 
distances between nursing homes, the weather, 
the poor roads, the activity directors, and 
libraries with limited hours were among factors 
which did limit the programs being implemented 
as speedily as desired." 

4) "A needs assessment was made at the beginning 
of the project, for each nursing home, and an 
evaluation form from each will assist in the 
second year." 

5) "The project-was publicized at meetings, by 
radio, and by newspapers of the area served." 

The Resources Used 
Nursing Homes 

Film Packets (containing 30 catalogs of free 
film sources). 
Core Libraries (materials on permanent loan, 
distributed on a per capita basis) of large 
print materials; exercise records; sewing kits; 
etc. 
Rotating Libraries (materials rotated by mail 
from Scottsbluff Public Library, as Network 
Headquarters) of large print books, long play
ing records, and pictures. 

Jails 
Paperbacks Books - 1,208 titles/copies of 
dictionaries, westerns, science fiction, biography, 
sports stories, mysteries, psychology, self
improvement, etc. on a per capita basis. 

The second year's program goals reflect some of the 
above problems and have been changed in scope: 

1) "To provide continued coordinated library 
service through local libraries to individuals 
residing in nursing homes." 

2) "To expand the project to include the provision 
of library services and materials to senior 
citizens at nutrition sites and senior citizen 
centers." 

3) "To provide resource referral information to 
senior citizens through libraries in the Panhandle." 

4) "To assess the library service needs of homebound 
senior citizens for future planning and action." 

"This project is directly related to the statewide 
long range goals in its concern for provision of 
library services to elderly individuals who cannot 
avail themselves of regular library services due to 
age, infirmity, or lack of transportation." 

Participating Agencies: 
Western Nebraska Area Agency on Aging 
Voluntary Action Center 
Retired Seniors Volunteer Program 
Ministerial Association 
Nebraska Commission on Aging 
Title LPanhandle Nutrition Project 

Project Director: Margy E. Martin, Nebraska Western 
Community College 

Report for First Year: Mavis McLean 

NOMINATIONS FOR 1976 ALA TRUSTEE 
CITATIONS DUE 

The Jury on Citation of Trustees requests that 
you submit to the Jury trustee candidates for the 
two 1976 American Library Association Trustee 
Citations. The trustee candidates shall, in the 
judgment of your selection committee, have 
performed distinguished service to library develop
ment whether on the local, state, or nationalleve!. 

Equal consideration will be given by the Jury to 
the trustees of small or large libraries; citations will 
be limited, however, to trustees in actual service 
during the last part of the calendar year preced ing 
the conference. 

The information desired in each nomination 
should include the nominee's name, address(es), 
identification with library board, library activities, 
library accomplishment; the signature of nominating 
individual or organization and the date. All materials 

Continued on next page. 
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Nominations for 1976 ALA Trustee Citations Due 
Continued from previous page. 

in nomination of candidates must be sent by 
December 15, 1975 to Andrew M. Hansen, Execu
tive Secretary, American Library Trustee Association, 
50 East Huron Street, Chicago, Illinois 60611. 

The 1976 Trustee Citations shall be presented 
to the recipients at the first general session of the 
American Library Association Centennial Conference 
on July 18, 1976, in Chicago. 

For further detai Is contact. 
Mrs. Maurice S. Hevelone, Chairperson 
American Library Trustee Association 
Jury on Citation of Trustees 
705 North Eighth Street 
Beatrice, Nebraska 68310 

CALENDAR 

Northern Network Young Adults/Selection 
c..... Workshops 

October 28 - Tilden Public Library 
November 11 - Bloomfield Public Library 
November 18 - Schuyler Public Library 
December 1 - Oakland Public Library 
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RECIPROCAL BORROWING PROGRAM FOR 
STUDENTS 

The Post Secondary and Academic Libraries in 
Nebraska announce that 20 of the 35 libraries have 
agreed to extend reciprocal borrowing privileges to 
students (Overtones, Volume 2, No. 23): 

Central Technical Community College 
Chadron State College 
Doane College 
Hastings College 
Kearney State College 
McCook Community College 
Midland Lutheran College 
Nebraska Wesleyan University 
Nebraska Western College 
Northeast Nebraska Technical Community College 
Peru State College 
Platte Technical Community College 
Southeast Community College - Fairbury 
Southeast Community CeHege- Lincoln 
Southeast Community College - Milford 
Union College 
University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 
Wayne State College 
York College 
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A Bimonthly Communique From N LC Headquarters- November 14, 1975 Volume 3 Number 6 

"FEELlE" BOOKS A HIT 

Weslee D'Audney, Meyer Children's Rehabilitation 
Institute, Resource Center for Handicapped Children, 
University of Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha, 
writes to us: "The Visually Impaired "feelie" books 
made a big hit in Houston_ None of the people 
there had thought of the Library as a special resource 
for the handicapped, so our mission was successful." 
Who should you be reaching in your community? 

FROM THE DIRECTOR: 
NETWORKS: WHAT, WHERE, WHY, HOW 

A Pre-N LA Convention session on Networks was 
called for October 15th at the Kearney Public 
Library. The 36 participants included Committee 
Members, Official Network Representatives, Net
work Coordinators, Commission Members and 
guests. The meeting was called to discuss the status 
of network development and incorporation vs. 
legislation. The keynote speakers were Chuck 
Stelling, Wayne State College, Chairman, State 
Advisory Council on Libraries; Rod Wagner, Deputy 
Director, Nebraska Library Commission; and Joe 
Golden, State Office of Planning and Programming. 

The Committee Members, Chuck Stelling 
(Northern Network); Ruth Boettcher, Seward 
Public Library (Southeastern Network); Dale 
Williams, Educational Service Unit Number 10, 
Kearney (Central Network); Mava Hurd, Imperial 
Public Library Trustee (Mari Sandoz Network); 
Aileen Elliott, Bayard Public Library Trustee 
(Panhandle Network); and Dennis Disario, Westside 
Community Schools, Omaha (Metropolitan 
Network), presided at group discussions. Answers 
were needed to three basic questions: 

1) Do we need networks as present planning 
units of mUlti-regional, multi-library type 

areas? Or, should we rethink our position and 
advocate networks as planning and service 
units? What are the main advantages and 
problems? Do the advantages outweigh the 
problems? How fund these? 

(2) Should we push immediately for legislative 
support in terms of setting boundaries? Should 
we also pressure for funding? Should we go the 
statewide route again to discuss a change in 
boundaries per State Office of Planning and 
Programming recommendation? 

(3) Should we proceed with incorporation of 
present units with the understanding that we 
are looking toward a legislative base and 
perhaps some changes? Can we do anything 
else if the answer to number 2 is no, or is 
delayed in timing? 

The reactions were as follows: 

(1) We need networks as present planning units 
of multi-regional, multi-library type areas. The 
network is a structure for the cooperation of 
libraries, the coordination of library resources/ 
services (to avoid costly duplication) and the 
encouragement of actual broadened resource 
and service areas through regional (multi
county) contracts. We ask Network Advisory 
Councils to analyze their planning areas and to 
rethink or redefine, for their needs, their posi
tion on planning vs. planning/service. We 
recognize the inherent differences in the 
individual network areas. 

(2) We should be alert, interested, and influential 
in boundary changes, or in final lines, but 
should not pressure for legislative base at this 
time. We should explore boundaries and 
mutually satisfactory human services areas 
with State Office of Planning and Programming. 

Continued on next page. 
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NETWORKS (Continued from page 1.) 

We should then explore revised boundary 
suggestions within our networks and ask for 
recommendations there, rather than going 
statewide for suggestions. We have mixed 
reactions on funding : 

a) Need broader support base at local level 
with greater county participation. 

b) Need network funding for programs as 
they are approved at Network, Commission, 
State Office of Planning and Programming, 
and legislative levels. These must first be 
defined as unique, non-duplicative, net
work services (perhaps involving staff) . 

3) We have mixed reactions on incorporation of 
present units; while some of us question value 
or need, others feel strongly that incorporation 
would fix responsibility on people of the net
work area, create unity, and encourage individ
uals to take responsibility. 

:---==~IB ka)L-Question5.. wasJl'JI:tAI' 

1) What are you talking about? Why can't discus
sions on library related programs be put in 
simple lay terms? (Terminology and its use 
will be reviewed by staff and Commission Mem
bers for use in subsequent meetings.) 

2) What is a local library, a regional library, and 
a network? (Definitions with appropriate 
areas of responsibility will be assigned to Net
work Coordinators.) 

3) What is the real focus for Network responsi
bilities at this moment? There are obvious 
differences in terms of development and under
standing and more specific guidelines are 
needed. (Specifics for guidelines will be 
assigned to the Director and staff with appro
priate review by Network Advisory Councils.) 

4) What can be done to improve communications 
on program development at Network and 
Commission levels? (Responsibilities are assign
ed to each individual Commission staff member 
and to each Network member to attempt to 
keep everyone current.) 

The ideas expressed at the meeting will be used in 
State and Network Advisory Council meetings. A 
scheduled session with Joe Golden, State Office of 

Planning and Programming, will be reported on to 
the groups as well. More later! 

Jane Geske, Director 
Nebraska Library Commission 

MICROFORM/SERIAL EXCHANGE 

Librarians are reminded of previous warnings 
issued concerning the practice of exchanging serials 
for microforms. Not all such proposals are without 
merit, but there have been sufficient numbers of 
cases where libraries have suffered severe losses 
through such practice to warrant a close examina
tion by legal counsel of any proposal before entering 
any agreement. Any librarian asked to entertain 
such a proposal is strongly advised to consult three 
articles: 

"New Microfilm for Old Books," American 
Libraries, 1 (2) : 137 (1970) 

"Serials on Microform. The Quick Sales 
Approach," American Libraries 4 (2): 111 
(1-9-73) 

"Matters Arising from the Minutes : A Further 
Consideration of Microform - Serials Exchange," 
Microform Review, 2(2): 86-90 (1973) 

If after reading these articles, you still wish to 
have further consultation, please get in touch with 
Murray S. Martin, 505C Pattee Library, The Pennsyl
vania State University, University Park, Pennsylvania 
16802. Telephone AC814-865-040 1 . 
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NEBRASKA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
CONVENTION, 1975 
KEARNEY, NEBRASKA 

Dorothy Lessenhop as "Little Green." 

Robert Wedgeworth, ALA 
Executive Director 

San Francisco Public Library 
Director Kevin Starr; back 
ground, Jerry Kaup, Director 
Holdrege Public Library 



approval for the Kearney Public Library Grant 
($130,636). The Kearney project had been approved 
earl ier but funds were released too late. The 
remaining portion of the Nebraska's total $39,321 
(of $169,957) went to Bellevue Public Library as 
they were next in line. It is not anticipated that 
there will be any more construction funds from 
this source. 

There were 19 new building facilities completed 
and three additions were made. They are as follows 
(in order of construction): a) in the Panhandle 
Network, Sidney, Kimball, Lodgepole, Scottsbluff 
and Bridgeport; b) in the Mari Sandoz Network, 
Mullen (Hooker County), North Platte, Valentine, 
Imperial, McCook, Bassett (Rock County), Thed
ford (Thomas County) and Broken Bow; c) in the 
Central Network, Lexington, Grand Island, and 
Kearney; d) in the Southeastern Network, Lincoln, 
Wilber and York; and e) in the Metro Network, 
Fremont, Omaha North Branch and Bellevue. 
(Time and funds ran out before Columbus and 

€lf-ielk, next iA-1ine-as regienallibraries, could 
participate in the Northern Network). 

Jane Geske, Director 
Nebraska Library Commission 

JOBLINE 

Position Opening 

Librarian to head staff of three at York Public 
Library, York, Nebraska. For information, 
contact Jack Kidder, City Manager, City 
Auditorium, York, NE 68467. 

Position Opening 

Librarian to head Seward Public Library, 
Seward, Nebraska. A degree is required. Con
tact Dorothy Olmstead, 647 S. 7th, Seward, 
NE 68434. 

Position Wanted 

A professional library position in Nebraska is 
wanted by Lesley Wilson, 812 Panther Avenue, 
Sheboygan, Wis. 53081. 

JOBLINE 

Position Opening 

Planning, Evaluation and Research Coordinator: 
maintains,processes and procedures for Nebras
ka Library Commission program planning, 
evaluation and research activities for state and 
federal funded programs; plans and conducts 
evaluative research. Graduate degree in library 
science required with two years library work 
experience. Knowledge of research methods, 
statistics, program planning and evaluation. 
For further information contact: Rod Wagner, 
Deputy Director, Nebraska Library Commis
sion, 1420 P St., Lincoln, Nebraska 68508. 

Position Opening 

Librarian for Technical Services, Center for 
the Study of Youth Development, Boys 
Town of NebraskarOmaha. The small 
research I ibrary of this newly-developed 
research center offers the opportunity for 
broad technical services experience and imple
mentation of automated processing. Responsi
bility for coordinating and supervising acqui
sitions, serials, circulation and cataloging via 
OCLC; includes some original cataloging. 
Participation in planning and design of 
automated system, including on-line catalog. 
M.L.S. required. Experience in technical 
services and automated procedures preferred. 
Background in social sciences helpful. Available 
January, 1976. Salary $11 ,000 to $14,000. 
Send resume and three references to: Rebecca 
Dixon, Director Library Services Division, 
Boys Town Center for the Study of Youth 
Development, 11414 W. Center Rd., Suite 
210, Omaha, NE 68144 

Position Opening 

All iance, Nebraska, is accepti ng appl icat ions 
for librarian at the Municipal Library. A degree 
is required. Minimum salary is $8,400. Appli
cations may be obtained by writing City 
Manager, P.O. Drawer D, Alliance, NE 69301. 



NETWORK STRENGTHENING OF PERIODICAL 
REFERENCE MATERIALS 
Number 5 in a Series: LSCA 1974/75 (FY 1975 
Funds) Grant: $5,000 

For both reading and reference help, periodicals 
are almost as important as books. And for up-to
date refereAce material , periodicals are all-important. 

A survey of the small public libraries within the 
Northern Network showed that only a small 
number of them subscribed to "Readers' Guide to 
Periodical Literature." Equally alarming was the 
disclosure that many of the I ibraries rei ied on 
gifts of periodicals; therefore their holdings were 
incomplete and inadequate. 

We determined that we could set up a reliable 
information delivery system on periodical print
outs to the libraries within the Network if we could 
purchase microfilmed periodicals and a reader/ 
printer. This was accomplished by a grant and the 
use of our state incentive grant money. The Norfolk 
City Counci I agreed to increase the budget on 
periodicals $800.00 a year to keep the microfilm 
current. 

When the union list of periodicals for this 
Network, to be done under the direction of Charles 
Stelling, Wayne State College, is completed, we 
hope, not only to be able to provide periodical 
print-outs, but to educate the I ibrarians as to the 
importance of the "Readers' Guide ... " Our plans 
are to check the "Readers' Guide ... " on subject 
requests. From there we'll check the union list of 

periodicals to see what the requesting library has. 
If she has the periodical/periodicals needed, we'll 
give her the information so that she can provide 
the patron with the material from her library. This 
will not only help her library image, but will provide 
the stimulus for subscribing to the "Readers' 
Guide ... " 

We share the good things ... 

Lucky Waugh, Librarian, Norfolk Public Library 

PUBLIC LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION UNDER 
LSCA (LIBRARY SERVICES AND 
CONSTRUCTION ACT) Title II, FY 1964/65 
through FY 1972/73: A Report 

With the completion and dedication of the 
Kearney and Bellevue Publ ic Libraries th is fall, a 
decade of federa I assistance to publ ic I ibrary con
struction in Nebraska closes. Between the early 
1900's, the days of the Andrew Carnegie public 
library boom, and the beginning 0f the 19€)0-+wh-eR ---..... "--"~ 
Hastings and Holdrege broke the resistance patterns 
to bond issues, major construction had been limited 
to private funds and/or fund drives. 

The priorities for LSCA Title II funds were 
first/libraries serving as regional headquarters; 
second, libraries actively engaged in or interested in 
supplementing the regional role; and third, libraries 
pledging cooperation. 

The Nebraska Library Commission members 
approved the grants following staff preparatory 
action and recommendations from the N LA Library 
Development Committee, Subcommittee on Title 
II, Ellen Lord, Librarian, University of Omaha 
(Chairperson); Frank Gibson, Director, Omaha 
Public Library; and K2thryn (Renfro) Lundy, 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln. 

I n this past decade grants (LSCA, Title II) were 
made in the amount of $1,807,133 and the funds 
were more than matched at the local public library 
level with $4,136,632. The last funds available 
were FY 1973 but were released from impound
ment in January, 1974. It took a special waive of 
regulations, duly published in the Federal Register, 
with a 45 day wait, to gain compliance and final 
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A FINE IDEA ... 

In 1974 the Carroll Public Library which serves 
a population of 22,000 in and around Carroll, 
Iowa, conducted a one-year experiment in library 
fines. For six months, fines were charged as usual. 
During the next six months all fines were abandoned. 
Scrupu lous records were kept on each over-due trans
action in both six-month periods. 

Resu Its showed that return of materia Is rose from 
95 to 97.8 percent. Conclusion: the fine policy 
deterred library users from eventually returning all 
overdue materials to the library. 

There was a 29 percent increase in the number of 
patrons with overdue library materials during the 
"no fines" period. 

On the first overdue notice, a somewhat higher 
percentage returned materials during the regular 
fines period, but the second contact showed a high 
(about 97 percent) return rate for both periods. 

It is important to weigh the loss of revenue 
from fines collection against the savings in clerical 
tasks. The Carroll Library estimated a $1,200 annual 
loss of revenue - 2.5 percent of the library's 
operating budget. It was felt that the expense involved 
in paying staff to perform the myriad tasks neces-
sary to collect unpaid fines was greater than the 
amount eventually taken in. 
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Some patrons see fines as double taxation and a 
good reason not to use the library. How much 
material is stolen each year because of fine policies? 
In any case, the no fine policy can certainly be 
viewed as a good dose of favorable publ ic relations 
for the library. 

Weighing all these considerations, the Carroll 
library board of trustees voted unanamously to 
abolish all fines at Carroll Public Library. 

CHILDREN'S BOOK WEEK / November 17-23, 1975 

Children's Book Week will be observed nationally, 
November 17-23. Be sure to contact your Network 
Coordinator for materials and information on 
Children's Book Week events in your Network. 

CALENDAR 

November 20, Thursday 
SUN Advisory Council Meeting, 9:00 a.m. 
NETV Building, 1800 N. 33rd, Lincoln 

November 20,21, Thursday & Friday 
State Advisory Council on Libraries 
9:00 a.m. Hilton Hotel, Lincoln 
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THE NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION 

OVERTONES B1Ii FROM THE UNDERGROUND 75TH ANNIVERSARY / 1901 . 1976 

A Bimonthly Communique From N LC Headquarters- December 2, 1975 Volume 3 Number 7 

THE DIRECTOR REPORTS: 
RESPONSIBILITY AND RESPONSIVENESS AT 
COMMUNITY, REGIONAL AND STATE LEVELS: 

The first standard (no. 1 of 16) in the State and State
wide Library Development, Chapter One, Standards for 
Library Functions at the State Level states: 

" ... the state agency in fulfilling its responsibilities at 
the state level must ensure that library functions 
essential to each state are achieved ... it should make 
certain that the full range of library services necessary 
to a state are assumed by appropriate agencies 
possessing the capability,local or state, individually or 
in combination." 

Responsiveness at the community level builds a base upon 
which the individual Nebraskan can achieve the services 
required. 

Spencer Township Library, Boyd County, Mari Sandoz 
Network, serving a population of 890, is the first 
library in Nebraska to achieve a public library certifi
cate of performance based upon 8 standards (Standards 
for Public Libraries in Nebraska, revised 1974). They 
will qualify for 6 of the 8, at 'B' level, as a Step 3 
library (population 500-1,000). They earn a place in 
the statewide information network. Their State Aid 
Grant will be used for: 

"part of salary in expanding hours to the minimum 
required for our population grouping" 

"additional books, facilities added for convenience 
and expanded services in library area" 

The Network Coordinator, Morel Fry, all of the staff 
and the Commission Members are grateful to the 
Spencer Township Library Board and Librarian for 
their cooperation at community and at network levels. 

Acceptance of a regional role strengthens the base for 
that individual and makes resources and services available in 
greater depth than can be achieved at the local level alone. 

North Platte Public Library, Lincoln County, Mari 
Sandoz Network, serving a population of 19,447 in the 
community and 22,001 at the regional level is the first 
library to have had a Status Report completed (in a 
review of the standards cited above as well as the 
Standards for Regional TWX Libraries in Nebraska 

(1975). The Network Coordinator, Morel Fry, 

a) finds that the library conforms to city and 
state regulations governing the library; 

b) suggests a community survey to "ascertain parti
cular needs;" 

c) supports a board review of summer hours which 
are low for standards; 

d) notes that the library "does adhere to the 
Library Bill of Rights;" 

e) indicates that the size of the book collection is 
not large enough to meet standards, that ten 
year percentages of growth factors are very good, 
and encourages library to sustain these (Selection 
is basic to the needs and use is made of standard 
guides. Weeding is the recommended percentage. 
An inventory is underway); 

f) reports that the library conforms to city policy 
in "salaries, pensions, insurance, vacations and 
leave~" and that a "grievance procedure is part 
of the city policy and is incorporated in the 
library policy" (Note: a recommendation has 
been made to spell out procedure for the 
library director as well as the library employees).; 

g) finds that the "physical facilities for the public 
library meet recommended standards" (Note: 
space occupied by a community college will 
be freed for needed expansion within the next 
couple of years).; 

h) notes that "the budgetary situation constitutes 
the primary concern, while mill levy is below 
standards the per capita expenditure is above;" 

i) recognizes its regional needs: 
· .. 86% of titles in the new reference list 
(while this is down 4% "the library does have 
comparable reference tools not listed") 
· .. 75.5% of titles in Reader's Guide to 
Periodical Literature ("slightly above standard") 
and an additional 116 titles as well. 
· .. 53.3% of all regional requests filled in last 
six months (over the standard as set for a 
Regional TWX Library) 

NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION / 1420 "P" STREET / LINCOLN, NE 68508 / (402) 471-2045 



... as a Sub-Regional Library for the Blind & 
Physically Handicapped it has extensive holdings 
of specialized materials for the entire network; 

j) reports that the library continues to develop the 
non-book resources and services and has a "col
lection of recordings and microfilm, microfilm 
readers, and a reader printer." 

The Network Coordinator, the Director, the Staff, and 
the Commission Members are grateful to the Library Board 
and to the Librarian, Wilma McFarland, for their cooperation 
in this first experimental status review. (Our consultant, 
Evelyn Callway, has been instrumental in developing 
method). A Regional TWX Certificate of Development will 
be issued. 

Recognition of the state's responsibility, with "legal 
authority and financial support," "calls for an agency which 
leads, participates in, and coordinates the total library plan
ning and development within the state, " (according to 
Standards for Library Functions at the State Level, ALA, 
1970). The Director has invited comments by staff members, 
Commission and State Advisory Council Members. The 
staff has reacted by analyzing all chapters appropriate to 
them and Chapter 1, of greatest concern here, has elicited 
responses varying in length from 2 sentences to 23 pages. 
The goal given them was to .consider tbe standardsln ierms 
of "realistic statement in terms of present day needs," 
"suggestions for rewording for our own specific purposes," 
"specifics," "other_" All of the reactions will be assembled 
for use as a position statement but the following sum up the 
general thinking of the staff and do show recognition (quotes 
are from individuals or departments); 

Chapter I 
Standard 1. " ... the state agency in fulfilling its responsi

bilities at the state level must ensure that 
library functions essential to each state are 
achieved .•. it should make certain that 
the full range of library services necessary to 
a state are assumed by appropriate agencies 
possessing the capability, local or state, 
individually or in combination." 

Reactions: -"has always been a paper objective ... has 
only assumed an aggressive posture, necessary 
to develop full services for the state, very 
recently ... have to continue to be the 
prime mover in achieving adequate service" 

- "should continue to develop its coordinative 
capabilities with emphasis towards working 
with library related agencies ... to develop 
programs which meet the needs" 

- "appoint individuals to work with other 
state agencies which handle library services 
... e.g. historical library, academic libraries, 
department of education, law, etc." 

Standard 2. "should exercise leadership and participate 
in the development of statewide plans 
involving all types of libraries at all levels in 
the state ... " 

Reactions: - "limitations to an effective planning model 
reflect institutional and behavioral barriers 
to mUlti-agency planning efforts ... adequate 
staffing, limited financial resources, and time 
constraints, also inhibit the degree of activity 
required to conduct effective planning ... 
efforts toward strengthening the planning 
process should include development and 
coordination of planning groups ... Commis
sion activities should be supportive of planning 
activities, including training, data gathering, 
scheduling, and coordination" 

- "while this standard states development 
of statewide plans involving all types of 
libraries at all levels in the state it should 
be added: 'as well as other agencies vitally 
concerned with libraries and their use' 

Standard 3. "should review continuously both federal and 
state legislation affecting library service in 
order to ensure compatibility and to main
tain-a legal climate conducive-to total library 
growth and development ... " 

Reactions: - "number of changes needed in state laws 
and the legislative framework ... to give 
libraries a more complete hearing in the 
legislative framework, library legislation and 
programs should be assigned to a specfic com
mittee at Legislative Council level" 

- "constant need to be aware of federal 
legislation to disseminate information 
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broadly, and be able to interpret its posture 
adequately to state administrative agencies" 

- "Commission actively reviews current 
legislation in terms of their impact on 
Nebraska library programs ... an effective 
role ... would be to actively review state and 
federal legislation (current and proposed) and 
to work with other organizations in support 
of library related legislation ... library 
legislation which provides incentives for 
library development and interlibrary coopera
tion should receive priority attention" 

Standard 4. "should encourage and facilitate cooperative 
library services across state lines through 
interstate library compacts, contractual 
agreements and other established cooperative 
endeavors" 

Reactions: - "action at national and regional levels is 
of interest to the Library Commission - not 
only should the Commission promote multi
state cooperative programs but a priority 
should continue to be the development of 
cooperative library systems within the state 
and to remove legal and institutional barriers 
to these arrangements ... additional examples 
of cooperative activities among Nebraska 
libraries should be : .. cooperative planning, 
educational programs, and library research" 

Standard 5. "should gather, compile, interpret, publish 
and disseminate annual statistics on all types 
of libraries in the state, including the state 
library agency. The state library agency should 
be a central information source concerning 
the libraries of the state" 

Reactions: - "the Commission currently meets a part 
of this standard ... the Commission does not 
have statutory authority to collect statistics 
from library agencies other than public libraries 
... this activity could best be accomplished 
by working with other library agencies 
(State Department of Education, Nebraska 
Library ASSOCiation, etc.) ... this data, 
collected and analyzed would be of great 
value for statewide library planning and 
development" 

- "more meaningful measurement methods 
should be designed and employed for Com
mission activities" 

Standards 6 and 7 as a continuation of 5 will be reported 
later 

Standard 8. "(should) initiate and encourage research. 

A position including the duties of research 
and planning should appear in each state 
agency position roster" 

Reactions: - "we should be doing more in this area ... 
perhaps the wording should be changed to 
'planning and/or research functions, because 
of their importance to the purposes of the 
state library agency, because continuity is 
crucial to their effectiveness, and because they 
involve in-depth detailed, intensive effort, 
should be performed by full time staff 
specif~cally employed for these duties ... " 

- "limited administrative staffing and 
irregularities in federal program funding have 
prevented the Commission's staffing of a full 
time research and planning position ... how
ever, the Commission is currently developing 
a full time staff position ... will allow 
development of the agency's management 
information sources and utilization of this 
information in agency planning" 

Standard 9. "the state plan should indicate particularly 
the structure of coordinated library service 
needed to achieve national standards for all 
types of libraries" 

Reactions: - "standards should continue to be empha
sized for all types of libraries with appro
priate roles and responsibilities assigned to 
each service level ... state level funding 
should be used to assist in developing resources 
and service capabilities of individual libraries 
... state level finance should provide incen
tives for cooperative programs which will 
maximize use of library resources among 
member libraries ... the Commission is in 
a unique position to promote and develop 
an effective coordinated system of libraries 
and should focus planning activities on strat
egies for systems development" 

- "the Commission's responsibility to pro
mote standard setting for types of libraries, 
as appropriate and as feasible, in even the 
smallest, but give greatest consideration to 
achieving nationwide standards for each 
individual through cooperation rather than 
by type of library ... responsiveness to need 
remains a key factor" 

- "local library statistics tell us how many 
volumes each library has but not whether 
they have a full spectrum of reading levels 
and/or interest materials" 

Standard 10. "as a standard of first priority, every locality 
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FREE 

Dale E. Shaffer, 437 Jennings Ave., Salem, OH 44460, 
has compiled Sources of Free Teaching Materials, a goldmine 
of over 1,400 lists and pamphlets to write for ($3.95). Shaf
fer also offers The Pamphlet Library (1972, $1.00) and 
Free Posters, Charts, and Maps: Sources for over 500 
Bulletin Board Items (1974, $2.95). 

HUNGRY? 

The National City (California) Public library is 
collecting the menus of local restaurants to keep on file for 
hungry patrons looking for a good place to eat. The 
library, however, does not recommend restaurants, but 
simply displays the menus for browsing patrons. The new 
collection should be of great help to visitors to the city. 

HELP! 

Tecumseh Public Library is having growing pains. They 
need a larger card catalog. ·Any library having a card 
catalog flot in use that is larger than four drawers should 
contact Grace Sherman, Tecumseh Public Library, 
Tecumseh, NE 68450. 

SONGS OF '76 ... 

is the title of a collection of songs from the Revolutionary 
period recorded by folksinger Oscar Brand. Available as a 
set of four records ($27.80) or four tape cassettes ($31.80); 
the distributor is Miller-Brody Productions, 342 Madison 
Ave., NY 100-17. 
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LUCKY LUCKY 

Congratulations, Lucky Waugh and the Norfolk 
Public Library on their successful bond issue! 

INFO-LINE TO INCLUDE REGIONALS 

The Nebraska Library Commission's Info-line, an 
experimental on-line, 24-hour locations service for 
post-secondary and academic libraries in the state is 
approaching its last month. To investigate further possibil
ties for service of this type, the regional libraries are invited 
to use the info-line for on-line, Nebraska Union Catalog 
locations during its last month, December 1 through January 
1. After January 1 the program evaluation will begin. Info
line was begun September 1, 1975 as a four-month experi
ment to better meet the special needs of post-secondary and 
academic libraries. The project was funded through LSCA 
1974n5 grant monies (see Overtones, vol. 3 no. 4). 

CALENDAR 

December 3, 4, 
Title IV Advisory Council, Kearney 

December 10 
Nebraska library Commission Meeting 
NLC, Conference Room 
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within the state (should) be encouraged to 
participate in a coordinated library system, 
so that every resident has access to the total 
library resources of the state" 

Reactions: - "should be done within the framework of 
standards otherwise this conflicts with 
Chapter 2, Standard 18, which is one of our 
top priorities" (Note: Standard 18 specifies 
'state plan should identify the levels of 
financial support and service which libraries 
of all types must achieve in order to parti
cipate in the state program and to receive 
state financial aid. State library agencies 
should be responsible for determining that 
levels or standards are achieved')" 

- "developmental grants for public libraries 
are based upon their meeting certain stan
dards, thus assuring them memberships in the 
statewide information network, and incor
porate an access fee for the regional library 
... this involvement should lead to even 
stronger ties and eventually total regional 
development" 

- "a limitation to the ability of an individual 
tOfaptlilHesQufCes OT library faCilities r~ 

the lack of library service outlets in a num-
, ber of Nebraska communities ... a major 

priority, therefore, should be the development 
and extension of services to those communi
ties which do not have public library facilities 
due to lack of financial resources or sparsity 
of population (Note: contracts between the 
affected counties and appropriate regions 
should be fostered through incentive grants)" 

Standard 11. "some circumstances such as very sparse 
population and low economic base may lead 
the state to provide direct library services" 

Reactions: - "perhaps the responsibility should lie 
more with the network/region with Commission 
leadership ... direct state service is question
able" 

- "should be changed to reflect the provision 
of library service in sparsely populated areas 
through regional libraries ... should be pro
vided through region or network ... " 

- "library development grant application 
information on support levels will indicate 
ability of local community to support library 
service ... equalization grants, along with 
developmental and incentive grants would 
be appropriate at that stage ... until such 
funds are available membership in the network 

should be assured if support is at 2 mills 
levy but not at $3 per capita" 

- "a priority activity at the state level 
should be to continue assistance to commu
nities in the development of basic library 
service ... local library development will 
be achieved largely through local initiative, 
network and regional assistance, the 
employment of standards for libraries, and 
training programs for library personnel and 
trustees which will develop skills in local 
service programs . .. state finance in the 
form of grants should provide assistance and 
incentives in promotion of local library devel
opment" 

Standard 12. "a high priority standard of library develop
ment is that of designating or developing a 
pattern of centers over the state so that 
everyone has access to more comprehensive 
resources and specialized staff in addition to 
the resources within his locality" 

Reactions: - "designation of state resource centers has 
special implications for the development of 
the Nebraska information network . .. with 
larger service units as resource libraries addi
tional regional libraries will be needed ... 
development of regional libraries should be a 
high priority with adequate funding for 
assisting these libraries in developing ade· 
quate resources ... to meet local demands 
and ... serve regional needs . .. reduced 
demand at the state level will allow concen
tration at local levels and in planning an 
effective network design" 

Standard 13. "should make provision for reference, biblio
graphic, and interlibrary loan service to 
supplement community and regional 
libraries" 

Reactions: - "the Commission meets the standard in 
terms of its role of a state information 
center ... a goal of the Commission is to 
provide a collection of unique materials 
which are not readily available to other 
libraries (Note: all types of libraries) ... 
planning should emphasize the development 
of resources at appropriate levels for all 
units to ensure that basic needs are met 
locally, and that specialized services are 
available at regional and state levels" 

Standard 14. "must make provision for consultants 
sufficient in number to stimulate all libraries 
to develop their full potential. It is also 



advisable for qualified consultative services 
to be available at regional and state levels" 

Reactions: - "the Commission has met this standard in 
that coordinators have been assigned to all 
six networks - the drop in finances has 
meant only four coordinators this year" 

- "financing is needed for the authorized, 
full component of network and specialized 
coordinators" 

Standard 15. "consultant service should emphasize guidance 
in special aspects of library service" 

Reactions: "the Commission has recognized that staff 
must be developed to the extent that they 
are able to serve a dual role in general 
library development/coordination and in 
special library development (i.e., children's 
services, continuing education, interlibrary 
cooperation, etc.) ... the limitations on an 
individual's ability to develop specialized 
knowledge in a number of areas is a limiting 
factor in ensuring that staff are available 
for planning and development of library 
services in a broad range of service categories 
... it is, however, a means of working within 
budget limitations while utilizing special 
skills of staff" 

- "we've started this to some extent, however, 
with current staff limitations and outstate 
needs the shift from area to special service 
orientation cannot be achieved for some 
time ... more specialized staff training is 
needed in many aspects of service" 

Standard 16. "is responsible for interpreting library 
service to the government and to the public, 
and for promoting a climate of public 
opinion favorable to library development" 

Reactions: "utilization of a staff member in full time 
capacity as a public information officer would 
serve as one means of informing the public of 
services available through Nebraska libraries 
... the Commission needs to do a better job 
of this ... we need to make ourselves and 
our services more visible ... the staff posi
tion would also serve an educational function" 

The Director is grateful to staff and invites comments and 
reactions from librarians and trustees for use in developing 
our own status report and/or for publication in Overtones. 
This is an important part of the Commission's self study in 
its 75th year. It is important, as well, for the state as a whole 
to redefine roles at community, regional, network, school, 
post-secondary, institutional, special, state, and related 

agency levels. This is but the first in a series. The other 
chapters of the state agency standards will follow and there 
will be coverage as well on the other national standards as 
they relate to special needs. 

Jane P. Geske, Director 
Nebraska Library Commission 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TWX! 

November 13, 1975 marked the eleventh anniversary of 
the first use of the Tele-TWX network in Nebraska. A sur
prise birthday celebration for the eleven-year-old TWX 
adds some comic relief to the two-day Regional TWX 
Librarians meeting in Lincoln, November 13 and 14. In on 
the fun are, from left, Ellen Snow, NLC; Charlotte Ladd, 
Valentine; Shirley Flack, Scottsbluff; Win Jacobsen, 
Columbus; and Melba Hermann, McCook. 

JOHN COTTON DANA LIBRARY PUBLIC RELATIONS 
AWARDS CONTEST 

Prepare now to enter the John Cotton Dana Library 
Public Relations Awards Contest. Contest entry forms 
are due January 8,1976 and the actual entry must arrive 
by February 11, 1976. The Contest is open to all public, 
university or college, school, military, and special 
libraries. The Award will go to the best 1975 public 
relations program for the calendar or school year 1974/ 
75. The Awards will be announced at the ALA Confer
ence in Chicago in July, 1976. For information and 
entry blanks, write the John Cotton Dana Library Public 
Relations Awards Contest, H.W. Wilson Co., 950 University 
Avenue, Bronx, N.Y. 10452. 
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SCHOOL DAYS 

Rod Wagner, NLC deputy director will be taking 
a leave of absence from the Commission beginning 
January 1, 1976. He and his wife, Diane, will be 
moving to Columbia, Missouri/where Rod will begin 
working towards his M.A. in library science at the 
University of Missouri. Rod already has an M.A. in 
Political Science from the University of Nebraska. 
He expects to return at the end of the summer to 
his regular duties. During his absence any calls or 
questions that would normally go to Rod should 
be directed to Jane Geske, N LC director. 

STATE NEWS 
The Strawberry Patch 

December 6, 1976, marked the opening of the 
Strawberry Patch, the new children's section of the 

Morton-James Public Library in Nebraska City. 
Highlights of the dedication were hostesses costumed 
as book characters and fol ksongs and stories by 
Mary Somerville, coordinator of young people's 
services, Lincoln City Library System. 

Jane Geske, NLC Director, presented a two-volume 
set of Grimm's to the Strawberry Patch in honor of 
the opening and in memory of David Brown of 
Nebraska City, who introduced legislation which 
created the Nebraska (State) Library Commission 
in March 1901-

Jane Geske presented the gift set to Mrs. Richard 
Hoch, president of the Nebraska City Library Board 
at the grand opening ceremony. 

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS 

The Mountain-Plains Library Association will 
provide a $500.00 scholarship to a qualified resident 
of the Mountain-Plains region (South Dakota, 
North Dakota, Utah, Wyoming, Nebraska, Nevada, 
Kansas, and Colorado). The applicant must show 
evidence of being accepted by an ALA accredited 
library school, have an MPLA sponsor, and agree to 
work in the region for one year following graduation. 
Deadline for applying is March 1, 1975. Application 
forms may be secured from: 

or 

Joseph R. Edelen, Jr., MPLA Executive Secretary 
USD Library 
Vermillion, South Dakota 57069 

Melody Kuehn, MPLA Scholarship Chm. 
Minot Public Library 
Minot, North Dakota 58701 

Continued on next page. 



GOVERNOR'S CONFERNCE ON LIBRARY 
SERVICES: PROGRESS REPORT 

The information that was gathered from the 
Governor's Statewide Hearings on Library Services 
has been tabulated and is now being readied for 
distribution. Each Network Advisory Council will 
be receiving copies of the report. The Steering 
Committee for the Conference is requesting that 
each Council plan a meeting in which to discuss 
the findings as they pertain to the network. This 
information will help in determining the strengths 
and weaknesses of the different geographical areas 
and I ibrary-type areas. As future projects are planned 
in the networks, this data should prove to be 
invaluable. At the present time, each network is 
charged with informing its elected delegates to the 
Conference of the priorities for the network; con
veying the specific needs of each network is the 
duty of each of these delegates. 

Program plans for the Governor's Conference 
include setting-tlp discussion groupS>tc-footls--on 
the problems concerning library services. Delegates 
to the Conference will be given group assignments 
according to their interests. In addition to problems 
that they have identified through personal experience 
and/or ones that they have identified as members of 
a particular organization or segment of the popula
tion, they will be accountable for one that was pin
pointed as a result of the Hearings. The group will 
be given the responsibility of identifying these 
other areas of concern and also determining workable 
solutions. 

While the Steering Committee works on general 
plans and handles all major policy decisions, com
mittees are being established to plan specific areas 
of the Conference. To date the following Chairpersons 
have been appointed: 

A-V Production - Lowell Ezersky, Dept. of Labor, 
Lincoln 

Exhibits - Wayne Collings, Director, Agriculture 
Library, UNL and Jerry Kaup, Director, 
Holdrege Public Library 

Follow-Up Meetings - Charles Stelling, Director, 
Wayne State College 

Hospitality - Mercedes Crawford, Consultant, 

Human Resources Foundation, Lincoln 
Invitations - Dorcas Cavett, Lincoln 
Local Arrangements - Robert Mohlman, Training 

Officer, Dept. of Labor, Lincoln 
Program - Alexi Shuman, Coordinator, Nebraska 

Library Commission, Lincoln 
Program Packets - Peggy Smith, Director, Doane 

College Library 
Public Relations - Lucky Waugh, Director, Norfolk 

Publ ic Library 

The Steering Committee will meet again in 
January and invites your comments and suggestions 
as the meeting preparations take place. 

J. Alexi Shuman, Coordinator 
Governor's Conference 

(For related article, see the forthcoming winter issue 
of the Nebraska Library Association Quarterly.) 

NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION MEETING 
December, 1975 

Along with budget matters, Networks and 
progress reports by N LC service departments were 
main items on the agenda for the NLC's December 
meeting. Commission members Martha Peters, 
Thedford, chairperson; Iryl Swoboda, Norfolk; 
Ray Lundy, Kearney; Clark Nichols, Scottsbluff; 
and Bob Holquist, Omaha met at Commission head
quarters for a day-long session December 10, 1976. 
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The policy on appointments to the State Advisory 
Council on Libraries, as well as the Council's role 
were clarified. Rod Wagner, NLC deputy director, 
emphasized that the council's function is to advise, 
to make suggestions. It is up to the Commission, 
the Director and the staff to work with the 
suggestions. A resolution was passed requiring 
Network Advisory Councils to submit at least three 
nominees for appointments to the State Advisory 
Council. 

Details on 1975/76 expenditures and federal 
allocations, 1974/75 carryover funds and 1976/77 
estimated expenditures were presented followed 
by a background on the U.S. Office of Education's 
Management Review of the Nebraska Library 
Commission. 

On the question of strengthening Networks the 
director explained the latest development. A sub
committee of Regional TWX Librarians has been 
formed to investigate the future possibilities for 
incorporation of systems in other states. The 
committee is planning to circulate a questionnaire 
on the subject. 

Rounding out the afternoon, the N LC service 
departments and the Library Development staff 
made presentations on their progress, goals and 
changing needs. 

The next Commission Meeting is scheduled for 
February, 1976. 

CALENDAR 

January 7, Wednesday 
Central Network Advisory Council Meeting 
9:30 a.m., Hastings Public Library 

January 13, Tuesday 
Governor's Conference on Library Services 
Steering Committee Meeting 
Nebraska Library Commission 
1420 'P' Street, Lincol n 

OUTREACH PROGRAM FOR RESIDENTIAL 
SERVICE TO INDIVIDUALS 
Number 7 in a Series: LSCA 1974/75 Grants 
(FY 1975 Funds) 
Lewis and Clark Regional Library: $8,825 
Pawnee Regional Library: $8,825 

The two regional libraries in the Northern Net
work, the Pawnee Regional (Columbus) and the 
Lewis and Clark Regional (Norfolk) share in the 
original project grant to provide residential library 
service to nursi ng homes and hospita I ized or house
bound individuals. The project began in September, 
1974. I n order to get names of possible users, the 
churches were contacted and through them a list 
was made. Requests were made through organiza
tions to enl ist volunteers to serve these people. The 
Columbus Telegram, Radio Station KTTT and the 
News Brief, published by the Loup Power District, 
helped publicize the project in the Columbus area. 

Each prospective patron is interviewed to determine 
his special needs and interests. Then a volunteer 
is assigned. Some patrons are unable to read the 
regular print books which leads us to introduce them 
to large print materials. The Pawnee Regional Library 
began this program with about 300 large print 
titles, purchasing some arid borrowing some from 
the Nebraska Library Commission. Now the list 
of titles has grown to over 500 with new ones 
coming in about every three months. These books 
are shared with a total of twenty-six libraries in 
the area. In a years time the circulation of large 
print books has grown from 500 to 1600 per quarter. 

Those unable to use printed material due to vision 
problems or physical handicap are referred to the 
Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, 
Nebraska Library Commission, for Talking Book 
service. I n the past year many people have learned 
to enjoy reading with Talking Books. A man living 
in Heritage House, a retirement village, has begun to 
enjoy reading his favorite periodicals again through 
Talking Books. A Talking Book machine is lent to a 
student during her visits home on school vacations. 

It is quite wonderful to be an active part of this 
program. We feel this program has been successful 
and should be continued after federal funds end, 

Continued on next page. 
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Outreach Program, Cont. from page 3. 

using local dollars. We will try to remain flexible, 
try to serve our people the best we can, and keep 
our minds open to new ideas and progress with 
the times. 

Mrs. Ruby Beckmann, Program Director 
Pawnee Regional Library, Columbus 

Opportunity Knocks, Cont. from page 1. 

There are a number of other possible sources for 
financial assistance to those interested in earning an 
M.L.S. The Library Education Division of the 
American Library Association publ ishes Financial 
Assistance for Library Education annually (formerly 
Fellowships, Scholarships, Grant-in-Aid, Loan 
Funds and other Financial Assistance for Library 
Education). It is a list of awards greater than $500 
from state library agencies, national and state 
library association&, locaJ lihr:aries and academic 
institutions offering undergraduate or graduate 
programs in library education. National associations, 
foundations, and other agencies known to grant 
financial assistance for library education are also 
listed. 

Most schools offering accredited programs have 
arrangements with libraries in the area which make 
it possible for students to work while they are 
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earning a degree. A listing of libraries with trainee 
or work-study programs may be found in The 
Bowker Annual of Library and Book Trade Infor
mation for 1975, pages 311-322. Other sources of 
information about financial assistance follow. 

AnnualGuides to Graduate Study: Book V, Library 
and Information Sciences, edited by Karen C. 

Hegener. Princeton, N.J., Peterson's Guides, Inc. 

Educational Financial Aid Sources for Women. 
Clairol Loving Care Scholarship Program, 345 
Park Ave., 5th Floor, New York, NY 10022; free. 

HEW FACT SHEET. U.S. Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare, Education Division, Office 
of Education, Washington, D.C. 20202, gives 
information about five federal financial programs 
(Basic Educational and Supplemental Opportunity 
Grants, College Work-Study; National Direct 
Students Loans, and Guaranteed Student Loans); 
free. 

A..selected~istnf M~jD.LEellowM1ip Opportunities 
and Aids to Advanced Education for U.S. Citizens. 

National Academy of Sciences, National Research 
Council, 2101 Constitution Ave., N.W., Washing
ton, D.C. 20418; free. 

Scholarships for American Indians. Albuquerque, 
N.M., Bureau of Indian Affairs, U.S. Department 
of the rnterior, 123 4th St., S.W., Box 1788, 
Albuquerque, NM 87103; free. 
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NOT A CREATURE WAS STIRRING . .. 

. . . 'cause we're all in this picture. Season's 
Greetings from the NLC Staff. 

FROM THE DIRECTOR 
State Aid . .. Visions in 1902 ... 

... from the Executive Secretary in the First 
Biennial Report, "perhaps, not just now, but at 
some future time, it would be profitable and right 
for the State of Nebraska to make provisions where
by any library regularly maintaining a proper stand
dard of efficiency ... might receive a sum .. from 
the state. Nebraska can well afford to offer induce
ments to its citizens to read more of the best books." 

The state is now in its second year of aid through 
the Library Development Grants. As of December 
5th, 90 libraries (or 36%) have submitted applica
tions. The deadline is December 15th. The Network 
Coordinators will meet on December 18th to review 
applications to that date. 

The Commission encourages all public libraries 
to submit applications. Every assistance will be given 
to begin meeting the necessary standards. 

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATIONAL LIBRARY 
CONSORTIUM 

Problem: In this time of soaring costs and mini
mal budgets how is a postsecondary library to 
maintain a collection which will adequately meet 
the needs of its cI ientele? 

Vast amounts of materials are produced annually 
which should be collected/yet funds are simply not 
adequate to keep pace. I nti mate knowledge and 
coordination with other postsecondary libraries in 
the state is essential for prudent collection 
building . 

To investigate possible solutions through coopera
tive activities the managers of six university libraries, 
sixteen college libraries, ten community college 
libraries, and the Director of the Nebraska Library 
Commission met in November, 1974. At this time 
they decided to meet periodically on a continuing 
basis so that mutual problems could be analyzed 
and discussed. This group represents institutions 
having goals which are more diverse than common. 
Their libraries, as a result, support programs which 
are to some extent duplicated elsewhere and/or are 
specialized and unique. Some of the libraries are 
publicly supported; some are privately supported. 
Some have extensive research collections; some have 
small collections. Some have developed non-print 
collections; others have hardly utilized these resources. 
The size of the collections range from a few thou-
sand volumes to over 1.2 million volumes. 

Gerald Rudolph, Dean of Libraries, UN-L, 
described the group's progress to date: 

"As a direct result of this first meeting in 
December, 1974, thirty-three postsecondary 
educational libraries extended reciprocal 

Continued on next page. 
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(Continued from page 1). 

borrowing privileges to the faculty of the 
cooperating institutions. This was the first step 
in opening each collection to a clientele larger 
than that which was on an individual campus. 
Now the faculty of each of these cooperating 
institutions would not only have access to the 
collections of the other cooperating libraries, 
which they had via interlibrary loans previously, 
they would also have circulation privileges at each 
of the cooperating libraries. By summer, 1975, 
twenty-one of the libraries had also agreed to 
extend the reciprocal borrowing privileges to the 
students of the cooperating institutions. 

"Although these two actions were significant, 
it was apparent to the managers of the postsecond
ary educational libraries in October, 1975 that a 
comprehensive plan for cooperative activities 
was in order. Further areas of cooperative action 
would need funding in order to be implemented . 

.".....,.~===~....-;-nese I i bra r+afls-had-fte i ther-tl'"le-a utlmft-t-y---ftef 
the means for implementing some of the further 
activities. In the meeting at Kearney State College 
on October 15,1975 it was proposed that a 
committee be formed to draft a plan for the post
secondary educational libraries in Nebraska and 
that the draft be presented to the group for d is
cussion at the February, 1976 meeting in Lincoln." 

Features to be included in the plan are as follows: 

1. On-line access to information about serials and 
monographs in member libraries 

2. On-line interrogation and acknowledgement 
of interlibrary loan requests 

3. Rapid delivery system of materials to and from 
member libraries 

4. Storage faci I ity for seldom or lesser used 
materials. On-line access to information therein and 
rapid delivery of materials to member libraries 

5. Union catalog of non-book media and directory 
of non-book media production specialists of mem
ber libraries 

6. Selective dissemination of information (SOl) 
for clientele of all member institutions 

OPPORTUNITY AWAITS 

ALA and the Illinois Regional Library Council 
are co-sponsoring a Librarians-at-Large Oay during 
the 1976 ALA Centennial Conference. The date 
scheduled is Tuesday, July 20,10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The day is designed to broaden professional 
experience by providing an opportunity for visiting 
librarians, trustees, library educators and other ALA 
members to become involved in work situations of 
particular interest to them. 

Member libraries in the Illinois Regional Library 
Council as well as other library related institutions 
in the Chicago area are willing to provide work 
opportunities such as: 

Review reclassification plans for a bank library 

Analyze work flow in an academic library 

Deliver a lecture to a library science class on 
library administration 

Des-rgn a video presentallonon library use for a 
high school library. 

Questions about the event should be addressed to 
the Illinois Regional Library Council, 425 No. 
Michigan Avenue, Suite 1366, Chicago, I L 60611. 
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DIRECT RESIDENTIAL PROJECT 
Number 6 in a Series: LSCA 1974/75 Grants 
(FY 1975 Funds) 
George W. Norris Regional Library (McCook): 
$10,000 

Seeing the welcoming smiles and eager anticipa
tion on the faces of their patrons gives great satis
faction to the "book-Iadies" of the George W. 
Norris Direct Residential Project. This is the second 
year that all of the nursing homes and low-rent 
housing units in this region have been provided with 
library service through a cooperative arrangement 
with the McCook and Imperial libraries. It is an 
expansion of a pi lot project which the Imperial 
Library originated in 1973 for the institutions in 
the town. 

Visually impaired Imperial Manor resident enjoying large· 
print books delivered by direct residential service librarians. 

Books and magazines, large-print materials, 
talking-books, records, cassettes, picture books, 
films - strong arms and backs are a prerequisite 
for the loads which are exchanged each visit. 

The residents are especially fond of the Nebraska 
film strips and old radio shows as well as pioneer 
stories and films, travelogues, craft books, etc. 
There are also some who prefer the latest novels 
and current events. Their keen sense of humor 
and their deep appreciation make our visits most 
pleasureable. 

We feel that we have something for everyone 
including records which provide dinner music 
which is pleasing to those who are no longer able 
to enjoy books. A warm handshake or a pat on the 

shoulder also conveys the message to them that 
we care. They have all become our friends - the sad 
part is losing them which is a constant factor in 
serving people in their 80's and 90's. 

Our service to the jails is rather unique in that the 
law enforcement officials bring prisoners to 
the library. This is an advantage for we would not 
have known to select "War and Peace," "Rise and 
Fall of the Third Reich," or advanced drawing texts 
to take to them. 

The SWATS* sheltered workshop trainees are 
encouraged to use our facilities and we give them 
special consideration, helping them with their 
selections. We also provide materials for their 
programs. 

We consider it a privilege to have the opportunity 
to give this service and hope to obtain local support 
for its continuation. 

Melba Herrmann, Project Director 

·SWATS (Southwest Training Area Services) 

OVERTONES NOTE: 
Automated Circulation Control Systems 

An overview of commercially vended systems, 
by Barbara Evans Markuson, A LA, Library 
Technology Reports' combined issue, July & 
September, 1975 has just been received at the 
Commission. 

CALENDAR 

December 15, Monday 
Development Grant Applications due 
NLC 

December 18, Thursday 
Network Coordinators Meeting 
NLC 

January 7, Wednesday 
Central Network Advisory Council Meeting 
7:00 a.m., Hastings Public Library 



nlc 
NEBRASKA RESOURCES EXAMINED 

The UN L I nstructional Media Center has produced 
and has available a 28-minute slide/tape program 
which explores Nebraska's resources and land use 
through the eye of a LANDSAT satellite camera and 
high flying aircraft. 

Included in the media presentation titled Ground 
Zero and Up are the geographic features of Nebraska's 
valleys, plains, sandhills, lakes, rivers, and man-made 
features. Virtually the entire state, from Omaha to 
the Wyoming border and points in between, is 
covered in the film. The LANDSAT satellite circles 
the earth at an altitude of 565 miles. Both normal 
color film and infra-red film were used in making 
the scenes used in the production, making possible 
a very detailed exploration of the state's resources. 

Nebraska Public Libraries may obtain this 
Nebraska production for $48. This program is ideal 
for civic organizational programs and includes a 
printed script, 129 slides in a standard Carousel 

--~.tr:av -.and an.audio cassetter.a U ...package,-,-_~ 
in a plastic mailing container. This audiovisual 
package, in addition to several other Nebraska 
programs, is an ideal acquisition for community 
organizations to contribute to library collections. 

Inquiries for additional information or preview 
copies should be directed to the UNL Instructional 
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Media Center, 421 Nebraska Hall, University of 
Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska 68508. 

GET THIS: 

The Audio-Visual Committee of the Public Library 
Association for the American Library Association 
has developed two pamphlets of guidelines for 
audio-visual materials and services for public 
libraries, one for large and one for medium and 
small sized public libraries. The pamphlet serves as 
a good measuring device for establishing A-V pro
grams. John Schere, Associate Director for Library 
Development, recommends Guidelines for Audio
Visual Materials and Services for Large Public 
Libraries, the more informative of the two, to all 
public libraries, large or small. The pamphlet sells 
for $2.95 and is available through ALA. 

IS A PUZZLEMENT 

- The poss-ib ilit" es orttbrar'Tservice aTe as i im ft
less as your imagination. Norfolk Public Library 
has a collection of jigsaw puzzles displayed prom
inently in the library which are available for check 
out. Despite the obvious problems like missing 
pieces, Head Librarian Lucky Waugh says the 
puzzles have been very popular. 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR ... 
Library Development Grants 

The Director is giving them a second look and is 
signing them this week. Vouchers will go out by the 
end of the week to those libraries completing the 
information qualifying at A, B, or C levels. There 
are some libraries whose applications are incomplete 
in minor details and these will have had calls or will 
have letters. There are some at the D level and 
meetings will be arranged in the near future at local 
and network levels. The names of libraries not sub
mitting will be submitted to Network Advisory 
Councils. 

As mentioned in an earlier Overtones issue,_ 
Vol. 3, no. 7, "responsiveness at ttie community 
level builds a base upon which the individual 
Nebraskan can achieve the services required." The 
applications are varied in their approach to meeting 
the standards required. One, of the many favorites, 
comes from Pilger, Nebraska (Stanton County), 
pop. 470, qualifying at the C level. We quote their 
words exactly: 

"Standard 1. Financial Support 
Progress: During the past year we have set up a 
definite budget for the library and increased the 
local support for 1975-76 to $3 per capita. 

Goals: Our village board has agreed that we 
should continue to work toward meeting the 
standards and will give the financial support 
necessary to do so. 

Standard 2. Hours Open to the Public 
Progress: In 1974-75 we increased our hours open 
from 3 to 5 hours per week. 

Goals: If we receive a state grant, we plan to open 

immediately an additional hour per week. This 
would total 6 hours per week. We plan to increase 
our hours regularly until we are open at least 10 
hours per week. 

Standard 3. Telephone 
Progress: Our greatest progress in this area has 
been in our attitude. A year ago we felt a telephone 
would be a waste of our taxpayers' funds, however, 
as we increase our open hours and our network 
participation we can see the need for a phone in 
the library. It was not included in our local 
budget, however, and we feel the increased hours 

Continued on next page. 

CALENDAR 

January 14, 15 
Regional TWX Librarians Meeting 
Nebraska Library Commission, 1 :30 p.m. 
(the 14th) 

January 16, Friday 
Nebraska Library Commission Meeting 
NLC, 10:00 a.m. 

January 20, Tuesday 
Norhtern Network Advisory Council 
Meeting 
9:30 a.m., Wayne State College, Library 

January 21, Wednesday 
Mari Sandoz Network Advisory Council 
Meeting 
10:30 a.m., North Platte Public Library 



From the Director, Continued. 

and additional books we would finance with 
state funds this year would be more useful to us 
in our present situation than a telephone. Our 
librarian is very cooperative in that she uses her 
residence phone for library busi ness and encourages 
patrons to call her at home. She will accompany 
patrons to the library if they need books even 
though the library is not open. 

Goals: We have been giving this serious considera
tion and plan to install one when we are open 
more hours weekly. 

Standard 4. Network Cooperation 
Progress: Our librarian and from 1 to 4 of our 
board members have attended all the library 
workshops this past year and we feel they have 
been most beneficial. We have also increased our 
use of the Tele/TWX system. 

Goals: We plan to continue in all the programs of 

new books by using the suggestions of The Book
list. 

Goals: With state funds this year we would like 
to purchase the Public Library Catalog. In future 
years we plan to purchase more aids. 

Standard 8. Written Library Policies 
Progress: I n the past year we have revised our 
library policies and now have them in written form. 

Goals: We are also working on Library Board By
laws which will be adopted in the near future." 

Such responsiveness makes it all worthwhile and 
convinces us more than ever that the small library's 
role is a most important one in Nebraska. 

Jane Geske, Director 
Nebraska Library Commission 

LlST* 

b.e network_Ou [_patrons ar:ab"",,-,.<.UJ.u· ~.LU-I1-Io£..'"""'""'~---*1.;;ibra r)f'"I rrrm ma-t i 00 Serviees-+ed-a y-:-is-a sib I i 0---

familiar with the availability of materials through graphy of bibliographies on pertinent information 
the TelelTWX system and we feel it is a valuable concerning current library issues. The Nebraska 
program especially in a very small library such as L'b C .. h 't'f Id I'k t I rary ommlsslon as I I you WOU leo 
ours. see it. 

Standard 5. Cataloged Basic Book Collection 
Progress: We have begun the process of weeding, 
cataloguing, and processing the books we already 
had in our library as well as the new ones we have 
purchased. 

Goals: We plan to continue processing and catalog
uing our collection. With part of the state grant 
we plan to purchase the Public Library Catalog. 
We could then begin checking our collection to 
meet the requirement of 3 titles per capita. We 
could also make more of our book buying 
selections from th is basic list. 

Standard 6. Basic Reference Collection 
We do have a basic reference collection, but since 
the List of Reference Tools for Nebraska Libraries 
is not available we do not know whether or not 
we would meet this standard. 

Standard 7. Librarian's Working Collection 
Progress: We have made most of our selections of 
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REGIONAL TWX LIBRARY CHANGES 

Beginning January 4th steps were taken to trans
fer two network headquarters and to set up two 
new Regional TWX Centers, and to formally 
develop Resource Centers which can in turn develop 
strengths in collections per documented need. Two 
of the four proposed centers are in public libraries 
in Lincoln and in Omaha, and they will begin to play 
state-wide roles rather than regional or network 
roles. 

Two Networks are affected: 
Metropolitan Library Network Changes 

Headquarters: Bellevue Public Library 
Regional TWX Calling Center: Bellevue Public 

Library 
(Libraries affected are those in Douglas County 
[other than Omaha] ; Sarpy County; Washington 
County; Dodge County [other than Fremont 
which has TWX as a Juvenile Resource Center] ; 
and Saunders County). 

Southeastern Library Network Changes 
Headquarters: Beatrice Public Library 
Regional TWX Calling Centers: a) Beatrice Public 
Library (continuation of libraries in Otoe County, 
Gage County, Nemaha County, Johnson County, 
Pawnee County and Richardson County; 
addition of libraries in Cass County). 
b) Fairbury Public Library (continuation of 
libraries in Jefferson County and Thayer County). 
c) York Public Library (Libraries affected are 
those in York County, Seward County, Saline 
County and Fillmore County). 

The Nebraska Library Commission is grateful to: 
a) Lincoln City Libraries and Omaha Public Libraries 
for their contributions to the information network as 
it developed and for their interest in developing new 
roles in these coming months. Further steps in the 
progress of developing all four centers will be outlined 
in the next issue of Overtones. 

b) York, Bellevue and Fremont Public Libraries 
for their cooperation and continued interest in 
regional information development. 

GENE EPPLEY LIBRARY 
THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA AT OMAHA 
Seminar on Networking January 15, 1976 

8:00-8:50 
8:50-9:00 
9:00-9:30 

9:30-9:40 
9:40-10: 1 0 

10: 10-1 0:25 
10:25-10:45 
10 :45-11 : 1 5 

11 : 1 5-1 2: 00 

12:00-

Coffee 
Welcome - Dr. John Christ 
Overview of Networki ng - Mary 
Reichel - UNO, Jim Sweetland - UNO 
Question and Discussion Period 
State Networks - Jane Geske - Nebraska 
Library Commission 
Question and Discussion Period 
Coffee Break 
Regional Library Networks - Donald 
Simpson, Director Bibliographical 
Center for Research 
Question and Answer and Demonstra
tion Period 
Lunch 

For more information contact John Christ, Uni
versity of Nebraska Libraries at Omaha. 

INFO LINE 

The I nfo Line four month experiment connecting 
the Nebraska Union Catalog with academic and 
regional libraries has been successful and will con
tinue this year as a project under LSCA, Title III. 

The Program: 
1. Participants 

Academic libraries can call the Commission 
collect for locations. The regional TWX libraries 
will call for rush requests only. (Two new Region
al TWX libraries will use as a TWX substitute until 
machines are installed in late January). The calls 
can be placed between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. (For a limited extension 
of time,calls may come through the electronic 
secretary after hours in evenings and on Satur
days and Sundays. This feature has not been used 
and we would appreciate hearing about any unsec
cessful attempts to do so at the local level). 

2. Services 
a) Locations will be supplied as they appear on 
the Nebraska Union Catalog cards except for 

Continued on next page. 



nlc 
Info Line, Continued 

the four largest libraries where a new program 
for Resource Centers is being developed in the 
coming months. We will be analyzing use more 
carefully for these four, will be listing them last, 
and are asking that these be used if materials are 
not available elsewhere (Lincoln City Libraries, 
Omaha Public Library, University of Nebraska 
Libraries - Lincoln, and University of Nebraska 
Libraries - Omaha). Membership in the Nebraska 
Union Catalog has been expanded and the revised 
I ist is shown below. 

b) Shelf check will be made immediately on phone, 
if the item is listed for the Commission. These 
titles can be sent without further requesting form 
if wanted. 

list of libraries Included in Nebraska Union Catalog 

Nb State (Law) Library 
B BeatriCB Poolic-Librat:y 
ChT Chadron State College 
Co Columbus Public Library 
ConT Concordia Teachers College 
CrD Doane College 
Dana Dana College 
Fb Fairbury Public Library 
Fc Falls City Public Library 
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Lincoln 
B€atQce... 
Chadron 
Columbus 
Seward 
Crete 
Blair 
Fairbury 
Falls City 

Fr 
FrM 
G 
H 
HC 
Hi 
Ho 
K 
KT 
L 
LC 

LU 
LW 
M 
Nc 
Nf 
Np 
0 
OC 
OLA 
OM 
PerT 
S 
Si 
U 
U-M 
V 
WayT 

Fremont Public Library Fremont 
Midland College Fremont 
Grand Island Public Library Grand Island 
Hastings Public Library Hastings 
Hastings College Hastings 
State Historical Society Lincoln 
Holdrege Public Library Holdrege 
Kearney Public Library Kearney 
Kearney State College Kearney 
Lincoln City Library Lincoln 
Nebraska (State) Library Lincoln 
Commission 
Union College Lincoln 
Nebraska Wesleyan University Lincoln 
McCook Public Library McCook 
Nebraska City Publ ic Library Nebraska City 
Norfolk Public Library Norfolk 
North Platte Public Library North Platte 
Omaha Public Library 
Creighton University 
Joslyn Memorial 
University of Nehr:aska 
Peru State College 
Scottsbluff Public Library 
Sidney Public Library 
University of Nebraska 
Medical Center 
Valentine Public Library 
Wayne State College 

Omaha 
Omaha 
Omaha 

..Dmaba... 
Peru 
Scottsbluff 
Sidney 
Lincoln 
Omaha 
Valentine 
Wayne 
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Cataloger Pat Gildersleeve puts the new terminal 
through its paces. 

NEW ARRIVAL AT NLC! 

Our long-awaited OCLC terminal has just 
arrived and you can bet we're bursting with pride 
over our new "baby." And smart? Kay Fye, 
Information Processes/Services coordinating 
librarian, was unable to locate a title in the Nebraska 
Union Catalog, so she stepped to the terminal, keyed 
in the information and in moments the screen lit up 
with locations allover the nation. 

OCLC is not totally new to Nebraska. Kearney 
State College has one terminal and UN-L has four 
and will soon be adding a fifth. 

The system's cataloging and searching capabilities 
will be fully operative at N LC after staff training 
sessions with Ohio College Library Center represen
tatives are completed. 

NCLIS ACTION 
Steps Toward Implementation of the National 
Program 

In May of 1975, at its meeting in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, the birthplace of our Nation, the 
National Commission on Libraries and Information 
Science adopted its National Program Document, 
"Toward a National Program for Library and I nfor
mation Services : Goals for Action." 

The Commission's landmark document is a 
long-range program for the development of an 
integrated nationwide Iletwork of library and 
information services. The goal of the network is to 
provide as rapidly and effectively as possible 

"Every individual in the United States with 
equal opportunity of access to that part of the 
total information resource which will satisfy 
the individual's educational, working, cultural 
and leisure-time needs and interests, regardless 
of the individual's location, social, or physical 
condition or level of intellectual achievement." 

In working toward the attainment of this goal, 
the Commission expects to recommend programs 
and enabling Federal legislation that is based on 
existing programs as well as new programs as appro
priate and necessary. The success of such a goal 
is dependent on the acceptance and full support of 
the library profession, the information community 
-both public and private, the Congress, the Admin
istration, and, most importantly, the people of the 
United States. The Commission's plan of action 
starts with the following stages: 

(1) To recommend action on existing programs; 

Continued on next page. 



NCLIS ACTION Continued 

(2) To develop, through research, consultation, 
meetings and dialogue, the revision of existing 
programs and the development of new programs 
necessary to the solution of our problems; 

(3) Presentation and the development of a 
dialogue with the people of the United States 
through the medium of the White House Confer
ence on Library and I nformation Services, through 
the national conference and the 56 state and 
territorial supporting conferences. Discussion 
and analysis at these conferences of the recom
mended programs and means for implementation 
will provide the basis for citiLen support; 

(4) To develop and recommend legislation as a 
result of (a) the White House Conference and 
the State conferences, and (b) the input received 
as a result of research and information received 
from a broad spectrum of the American people. 

Recommendations on Existing Programs 

As a first step, the National Commission on 
Libraries and I nformation Science, at its meetings 
in Los Angeles, California, on September 25, 1975, 
and Washington, D.C., on November 20, 1975, 
adopted a number of resolutions making recommenda
tions to Congress and the President, the U.S. Office 
of Education, and the National Commission on New 
Technological Uses of Copyrighted Works. These will 
be assured at a later date. 

Studies to Support Implementation 

A beginning in the achievement of the second 
step is reflected in Commission actions: 

(1) The Library of Congress-

A study to define the role of the Library of 
Congress in the evolving national network for 
libraries and information science. Included will 
be a summary of the major characteristics and 
the status and plans of existing or planned library 
and network systems. 

(2) The National I nventory of Library and I nfor
mation Service Needs-

Using the latest data of the National Center for 
Education Statistics, U.S. Office of Education, 
conduct surveys to determine library requirements 
in terms of human as well as material resources 
and expenditures. The inventory results will be 
compared with eXisting ALA and other national 
standards. In addition, inventory of statistical 
measures for each of the three types of libraries 
(public, academic, and school) developed by the 
study will serve as yardst icks aga I nst wh ich the 
inventory results can be compared. 

(3) Evaluation Study of the Effectiveness of 
Federal Funding of Public Libraries-

A study to evaluate the magnitude and effective
ness of Federal funding for libraries under the 
Library Services and Construction Act and the 
fiscal impact of general revenue sharing on 
libraries. Recommendations on the continuance 
and revision of LSCA, on the effectiveness of 
revenue sharing, and on the relationship of the 

--'lew roposed Library Partnership A.£t with LSCA, 
Title III, and HEA, Title II B, are expected out
comes of the study. 

(4) Library Photocopying and Copyright Study

The study will focus on serials and will collect 
data which will enable the determination of 
both the volume of library photocopying and the 
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VOLUNTEERS IN LIBRARIES 

Almost totally untapped as a work force in 
libraries, volunteers offer one solution to the 
problems of running a library in today's economy. 
The pressure for libraries to increase community 
services is greater than ever at a time when money 
is tight and getting tighter. 

Volunteers have long been recognized as a 
valuable work force in hospitals but there has been 
some resistance on the part of libraries to using 
volunteer help. Reasons for this resistnace are 
explained in "Library Volunteers" by Tzvee Morris, 
New Jersey Libraries, published by the New Jersey 
Library Association for November, 1975. 

The article credits a "hang-up" over the newly won 
recognition and professional status for some librar
ians' "over protective" resistance to volunteers. 
Fear of a lack of administrative control over volun
teer help is another problem mentioned. 

This resistance exists in spite of t.he fact that 
ALA published Guidelines for Using Volunteers in 
Libraries some four years ago. This document 
specifically negates the idea that the use of volun
teers is in any way a threat to the paid professional. 
Dispelling the idea that volunteer programs, by 
definition, lack administrative controls, the Guide
lines states: "All the principles and good practices 
that relate to sound manpower administration, such 
as planning, training, evaluation, and development, 
must be applied to volunteer workers." 

Most important, the Guidelines is insistent that 
the volunteer be assigned meaningful work that 
utilizes individual talents, experiences, training and 
interests, and that such creative use of volunteers 
will aid both the professional librarian and the 
library organization as a whole. 

The principles of recruiting, screening and 
selecting paid employees for the best "fit" with the 
organization, logically should apply to volunteer 
programs. And it follows that volunteers should be 
subject to evaluation, advancement, assignment 
changes (where needed) or possible release from 
service. 

Volunteer Rosaline Pearson helps with book selec
tion in the Library for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped. 

The job of locating qualified, interested volunteers 
can be simplified by working through volunteer 
organizations. These organizations maintain a list 
of jobs, with detailed descriptions of duties, to be 
filled by volunteers. Potential volunteers are inter
viewed to determine skills, training and interests. 
These organizations are particotaTty concernecrwlth 
meeting the needs of the volunteer in referring him 
to a job. 

The Volunteer Bureaus in Lincoln and Omaha and 
the Volunteer Action Center in Scottsbluff place 
volunteers of all ages. Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program (RSVP) focuses solely on the senior citizen 
as a volunteer, and insures the volunteer while on 
the job. There are thirteen RSVP's in the state: 
Alliance, Chadron, Crawford, Falls City, Grand 
Island, Hastings, Henderson, Lincoln, North Platte, 
Ogallala, Omaha, Rushville, and Winnebago. 

The Library for the Blind and Physically Handi
capped, Nebraska Library Commission, has made 
extensive use of volunteers for some time. Volun
teers have performed such tasks as recording books 
and magazines to be mass produced for distribution 
to patrons; repairing cassette books; any and all 
clerical tasks; and calling on shut-ins and the handi
capped to determine their library needs. LBPH 
currently has twelve volunteers and many of these 
were referred by the Lincoln-Lancaster RSVP. 
According to LBPH coordinating librarian, Frances 

Continued on next page. 



VOLUNTEERS Continued 

Warnshol z, "We figure we've had about 600 hours 
of volunteer help in the last six months and this 
has made it posslble to do things that we would 
have been unable to accomplish without them. A 
volunteer program does work." 

Here are some ideas for putting volunteers to 
work in your library: Assign an "arty" volunteer 
to decorate the bulletin board regularly, or to set 
up and dismantle the exhibits for you; bring an 
inventive volunteer in to do the story hour; if 
you're overloaded with clerical work, you'll find 
there are volunteers who prefer this type of work; if 
you're thinking of beginning an outreach program 
you may find that a local organization is willing to 
take it on as a civic project. The possibilities are 
endless. Consider starting a volunteer program in 
your library. Volunteers are ideal because they are 
willing to help, and eager to please. 

NETWORK UNION SERIALS LIST 
INFORMATION! ACCESS! COOPERATION! 
Number 8 in a Series: LSCA 1974/75 Grants 
(FY 1975 Funds) Northern Library 
Network: $1,000 

The Northern Network Union Seria Is List pro
ject was developed and approved by the Northern 
Library Network Council and approved by the 
State Advisory Council granting the project $1,000 
for fiscal year 1975-76 to meet the objectives listed 
below. I ndeed, the project will provide holdings 
information, access through various locations and 
enable cooperational development among the publ ic, 
school, college and special libraries of the Northern 
Network. 

Wayne State College is the sponsoring agency for 
the project. Close cooperation and assistance will 
be provided by the Lewis and Clark Regional 
Library (Norfolk), the Pawnee Regional Library 
(Columbus) and Platte College (Columbus). 

The Northern Network Union Serials project will 

benefit the enti re 18 county area with its 198,000+ 
people. The project will provide holdings informa
tion and location for all serials titles and indexes for 
approximately 65 public libraries, 90 school libraries, 
4 college libraries and 1 special library. 

A primary reason for a union serials project is to 
augment and coordinate two other network projects 
with the practices of other libraries within the 
network. Within the past two years, one regional 
library initiated a newspaper project and the other a 
periodicals project. Both will help to meet network 
information needs. Further development, however, 
will be more effective for all network libraries when 
the holdings are known and analyzed to determine 
needs. The Northern Network Council Will then be 
able to recommend serials development to the 
regional libraries as well as other libraries within the 
network. A secondary goal of the project will be 
to avoid unnecessary duplication for more effective 
use of library funds. 

The primary goals of the Northern Network Union 
Serials List are to: 

1. Locate and identify serials holdings for net
work libraries. 

2. Provide interlibrary loan information on serial 
holdings for users. 

3. Utilize available library resources more effectively 
within the network - where possible avoid unneces
sary duplication . 

4. Provide information for systematic cooperative 
purchasing of serial resources within the network. 

During the 1975-76 fiscal year, each library within 
the Northern Network wi II be asked to develop a 
card file with the required bibliographic and holdings 
information for each serial title in the library. These 
cards will be received and compiled into a union 
list at Wayne State College. After compilation, each 
library will receive a printed list with holdings and 
location information. 

Charles W. Stelling, 
Wayne State College, Project Director 



characteristics (e.g., age or copyright date, 
journals, publishers, pages, copies, etc.) of that 
cOPYing. An integrated requirement of the 
study is an analysis and projection on a nation
wide basis of the probable administrative cost of 
a transaction-based royalty payment mechanism 
(i .e., not the royalties themselves, but the cost of 
record keeping, summarization, transmittal to a 
clearinghouse of records and payments, analysis, 
payments, etc.). 

(5) Task Forces on Resource Sharing-

Two task forces-one to deal with periodicals 
and the other with monographic and other serial 
resources-have been established. With appropriate 
NCLIS staff assistance, work toward implementa
tion of national and/or regional periodical and 
other bibliographic resource centers will be 
determ i ned. 

(6) I nformation Services and the Public and 
Private Section-

A task force will be established, with membership 
from the public and private sector, to formulate 
guidelines and programs to actively involve the 
private sector in the implementation of the 
national program. 

The White House Conference on Library and 
Information Science 

Implementation ofthe third step is dependent on 
President Ford, the original sponsor of the White 
House Conference on Library and Information 
Services and the signatory of the law. The National 
Commission on Libraries and I nformation Science 
urges as strongly and as sincerely as it can that the 
President act immediately to: 

(1) Issue the "call" for the White House Con
ference to be held no later than 1978; 

(2) Appoi nt fifteen members to the Advisory 
Committee to the White House Conference; and 

(3) Request from the Congress the appropriation 
of $3.5 million. 

The action by the President is essential if we 
are to truly involve people at the local level. The 

President's announced intention to limit Federal 
regulatory authority requires local input in the area 
of I ibrary and i nforma lion services if we are to 
avoid over-central ized bureaucratic regu lation. In 
his National Library Week message of April 8,1975, 
President Ford urged commitment to the goal for 
"every library to seek to improve, equalize and 
make more valuable its services to all." The 
White House Conference offers the grassroot oppor
tunity essential to the fulfillment of this goal. 

Legislative Recommendations 

The fourth step must wait for positive action on 
the first three. Problems and gaps will be identified 
which will result in recommendations for action 
that may requ ire new legislation, revision of current 
laws, broadening of the responsibilities of existing 
agencies, etc. The Commission is prepared to move 
boldly, forcefully, with confidence and dispatch. 

We are convinced that "Toward a National Pro
gram for Library and I nformation Services: Goals for 
Action" is a consensus document that truly reflects 
the needs and hopes of the people of the United 
States, as reflected by the advice and recommenda
tions received through the many hearings, con
ferences and meetings held with the library and 
information community. 

BROCHURES STILL AVAILABLE 

N LC still has a supply of Reading, Viewing, 
Listening, the brochures prepared by ALA to sup
port the American Issues Forum bicentennial 
program. If you need more of these brochures write 
NLC, 1420 "P "Street, Lincoln, NE 68508. 

JOB LINE 

Position Open: Adult Services and Regional 
Librarian. 40 hrs. wk. Library experience 
and/or degree. $5,600-$7,000. depend i ng 
on qualifications. Open Feb. 15, 1976. 
Contact: Richard Allen, Director, 
Beatrice Public Library, Beatrice, NE 
68310 or (402) 223-3584. 



nlc 
NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK COMETH 

National Library Week 1976 has been set for 
April 4-10. NLW promotional materials are available 
from Upstart Library Promotionals, Box 976, 
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740. Network Coordinators 
have the particulars on what is available. 

NLC CIRCULATION RECORDS 

The N LC I nformation Services staff has been 
conducting a three month experiment in Circula
tion procedures which was announced to terminate 
at the end of December, 1975. 

Starti ng September 29, 1975, the N LC stopped 
typing a postal card record of each circulation 
transaction including the date due information which 
was mailed to the requesting library notifying that 
library of the books which were being mailed that 
day. 

A letter to each public library was sent in advance 
of the experiment inviting reactions from any and 
all before or during this experiment. We received 
only one comment: this library said it would make 
no difference to them what we did. We assume this 
is the react ion of a II others. 

Therefore, it is our conclusion that the Nebraska 
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Library Commission I nformation Services depart
ment will not send any postal card record of items 
circulated to libraries. Since almost all requests are 
received and answered via TWX messages we assume 
this form of notification is satisfactory for all 
libraries. 

Anyone that wishes to comment additionally, 
please feel free to write: Kay Fye, Nebraska Library 
Commission, 1420 P Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 
68508. 

NOTE: 

A I ist of reference tools intended for use as a 
guide for standard reference collection in public 
libraries has been prepared by the Nebraska Library 
Commission for all public libraries and should have 
been received in the mail by this time. Be sure to add 
it to the red binder already in your library titled 
Public Libraries in Nebraska. 

The list actually consists of several lists devised 
for libraries in each budget step as outlined in Part 
1 of Public Libraries in Nebraska. The list is intended 
as a guide and other reference material which will 
supply the same information may be substituted. 

If you have not yet received yours, please 
contact N LC at 1420 'P: Lincoln, N E 68508. 
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MOREL FRY COMES TO LINCOLN 

Morel Fry has recently been named to a new 
position as Planning, Evaluation and Research 
Coordinator at N LC headquarters. Morel has been 
working the last four years as a Coordinator in the 
Mari Sandoz Network. She will be working closely 
with Rod Wagner, deputy director, on program 
planning and evaluation and research activities for 
state and federally funded programs. 

Morel Fry is pictured working with Denny Stephens, 
Library Service Program Officer, Region VII, 
Office of Education/DHEW. 

SIMPSON ON NETWORKING 

"Don't be too structured. A network can't be too 
heavily structured into a single kind of bibliographic 
utility arrangement. Don't burn any bridges," 
commented Donald Simpson, Director of the Bib
liographic Center for Research in Denver, at a 
Networking Seminar hosted by the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha Libraries, Ja nuary 15, 1976. 

Don Simpson of BCR in Denver. 

Simpson spoke to a group of about forty, mostly 
academic librarians, on Regional Library Networks. 
Other speakers were Mary Reichel and Jim 
Sweetland, both of UN-O with an overview of 
networking, and Jane Geske, Director, Nebraska 
Library Commission, on State Networks. 

Here are some of Simpson's thoughts on Net
working: Optimum network size, he said, varies per 
services, delivery timetable and geography. The 
main thing is to maximize resources. It must be big 
to the point where it can meet diverse needs with
out overlooking individual needs. The ability to 
negotiate, or "clout," is related to size. A network 
with a power base and prestige can offer its mem
bers greater cooperative ability. He feels that in many 
cases in a smaller network there is not that ability 
to get people together to talk but rather a pleading 
with people to talk to one another. 

"That ability to bring about cooperation without 
having to force the issue is a very important thing 

Continued on next page. 



SIMPSON ON NETWORKING Continued 

to consider. Now remember we're talking about 
cooperation - not just passing a book from one to 
the other - but we're talking about a state of mind. 

"When we look at networks both from a coopera
tive and services standpoint we want to avoid short
sightedness. To look at a network only in terms of 
providing a narrow range of services, one has to 
look at what kinds of long term growth there will 
be to a variety of services ... to effect economies 
by moving toward integrated systems. Economies 
will come about by being able to develop a system 
whereby multiple activities for libraries can be con
ducted over single pieces of equipment, over a 
single telecommunications means." 

Simpson feels that a network must successfully 
play the role of a broker. It must handle business 
affairs as well as library affairs. It must play the 
role of a wholesaler: getting prices, testing new 
equipment aod programs andD-ffering multiple 
services. Above all, a network must "do what it 
says it's going to do when it says it's going to do it." 
On funding: Networks are sometimes funded by 
grants and subsidies. BCR has found that it works 
best for them to sell their services. 

On the Bibliographic Center for Research: 
Simpson was emphatic on this. " 'Bib Center' is no 
longer. The funding, the commitment, the services, 
and the structure have all changed. It's a totally 
different place." To reflect that change, Simpson 
refers to it simply as BCR. 

PORTRAIT OF THE PLAINS . .. 
A NEBRASKALAND GALLERY 

A new pictorial volume on Nebraska has been 
produced as a salute to the Bicentennial by 
NEBRASKAland Magazine, the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission's official publication. 

The January issue of NEBRASKAland is actually 
a 144-page, full-color book devoted to many aspects 
of Nebraska life. Entitled "Portrait of the Plains ... 
A NEBRASKAland Gallery," the volume will retail 
for $5 in the soft-cover and $7.50 in hard-cover, 

when it goes on retail sale after April 30. Until that 
time, it goes free to all persons who subscribe to 
NEBRASKAland Magazine at the regular rate of 
$5 for one year or $9 for two years. 

The Game Commission has established a special 
educational rate for "Portrait of the Plains." 
Libraries and schools may purchase the volume for 
$3 in soft-cover or $5 in hard-cover. However, hard
cover editions will not be available until late Febru
ary or early March. 

Although the book will not be sold retail until 
after April 30, the Game Commission will accept 
orders from libraries and schools immediately. Send 
orders with your check or money order to: Por
trait of the Plains, Nebraska Game and Parks Com
mission, P.O. Box 30370, Lincoln, NE 68503. Be 
sure to include your tax exempt identification 
number. 

FEDERAL REGISTER "DIAL-A-REG" 

For an advance "Iook" at the Federal Register, 
try the new information service recently instituted 
by the U.S. Office of the Federal Register. A 
recording will give you highlights from selected 
documents to be published in the next day's issue 
of the Federal Register. The phone number is : 
(202) 523-5022. 
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MARIAN HANSCOM RETIRES 

After eighteen years of service to the Nebraska 
Library Commission, Marian Hanscom retired 
January 30, 1976_. Marian has been assistant to the 
cataloger and assisting with the upkeep of the 
Union Catalog since she came to the Commission 
in May 1958 when it was located on the 7th floor 
of the State Capitol. 

Dorothy Lessenhop, also retired from the Com
mission, remembers when Marian first came to what 
was then called the Nebraska Public Library Com
mission. "Marian has always been so willing to 
cooperate and her devotion to her job and to the 
Commission has been remarkable. She has done so 
many things behind the scene to make libraries 
seem serene, little details that are so important. 
Marian knows what I ibraries are a II about." 

Another co-worker sa id of her, "1 know what 
we'll really miss about Marian is her personal touch. 
She has taken it upon herself to do so many little 
extra things besides her job. And she knows people 
sowell because she really makes an effort to 
become personally involved with people and keeps 
up with people over the years. She is more than just 
a co-worker but a personal friend to many of us 
here. " 

Marian will be returning to work at the 
Commission on a contract basis for a few months 
after vacationing the month of February. 

A NEW WRINKLE ON FEDERAL AID FOR 
BUILDINGS 

It has already been established that public library 
branches, in neighborhoods being renovated with 
Community Development Act money, can be eli
gible for construction funding for anything from a 
whole building to something like elevators or ramps 
that faci I itate use by the hand icapped (see Over
tones, vol. 3, no. 4). Now, after redefining some of 
the language, HUD says that even a main library can 
be eligible - if its location makes it an integral part 
of the community involved. This could be the chance 
for the many small public libraries to tap into 
federal aid - which in most states was not available 
under Title II of LSCA - priorities under state 
plans generally barring their participation. The HUD 
statement: "A fter a carefu I review of the matter, 
we concl uded that neighborhood libraries cou Id 
qualify as neighborhood facilities. However; in 
small communities, the city may constitute a single 
neighborhood. We therefore concluded that a central 
library in communities under 10,000 served, as a 
practical matter, as a neighborhood library and 
would be eligible for assistance." 

For additional information contact the appro
praite DHEW Regional Library Services Program 
Officer or Mrs. Elizabeth H. Hughey, Chief, LSCA, 
Office of Libraries and Learning Resources, Bureau 
of School Systems, Office Education, Washington, 
D.C. 20202. 

REGIONAL LIBRARY EDUCATION 

The Library Education Opportunities for Mid
America has been formed by a coalition of repre
sentatives of the state .Iibraries and graduate 
library schools of Iowa, Kansas, Missouri and 
Nebraska. 

At a meeting, on December 5, at the U.S. Office 
of Education, the ten representatives met to con
sider the needs of employees of libraries in the four 
states for continuing and basic library and informa
tion science education. It was concluded that there 
is (1) considerable variance in the availability and 
quality of educational opportunities for levels and 

Continued on next page. 



Nebraska and throughout the country. An article 
in New Jersey Libraries, published by the New 
Jersey Library Association, on "Library Services 
to the Deaf" give specific suggestions on how 
libraries on the local level can help those with this 
handicap: 1. Identify the deaf community through 
local or state-wide organizations, churches and 
schools. 2. Plan programs in your library concern
ing the needs of the hearing-impaired, inviting 
teachers, other qualified personnel and hearing
impaired individuals to talk to others, and with 
each other. Make sure interpreters are on hand. 
3. Try a story hour in sign language. Hand talk is 
quite easily learned. (The book Hand Talk by Remy 
Charlip is especially good). 4. Offer a course in 
sign language or lip reading, if you can find a 
qualified expert. 5. Make sure your library offers 
plenty of clear, lively signs pointing the way to 
every service area. 6. Offer accessible paper and 
pencil so that a deaf visitor may easily write his 
request for a book or other material. 7. Above all, 
offer materials: books about deafness, instructional 
books on sign and lip-reading, on hearing aids and 
early prevention of deafness; books of high interest 
and low reading level for those with reading dif
ficulties; picture books for the younger hearing
impaired; records with ear phones so that hearing
impaired patrons can turn up the volume; complete 
information about resources in your community, 
Hearing Alert programs, etc. 

INCOME TAX INFORMATION CENTER 

The I nternal Revenue Service offers a display 
package to libraries including posters and a few 
copies of about six different tax forms. I f you wish 
to offer more materials, order Package X from the 
IRS office in Omaha. Package X includes a book 
containing 60-70 of the most popular tax forms 
from which you can order quantities to have avail
able to your patrons. The first 500 are free, beyond 
this the cost is $2 per thousand. 

You can also order multiple copies of federal tax 
instruction booklets, Your Federal Income Tax and 
Tax Guide for Small Businesses at 50 cents each 

for resa Ie in your library. 

To aid public libraries in promoting their services, 
the N LC Media Center has developed a series of 
posters which will be mailed individually to the 
public libraries in the state monthly. The theme for 
February and March is income tax information at the 
library. These posters may be duplicated and placed 
in windows of businesses, bulletin boards, etc. in 
your area to call attention to the availability of 
income tax information at your library. 

JOBLINE 

The Nebraska Library Commission has 
been awarded three CETA (Comprehen-
sive Employment Training Act) grants 
which will enable us to fill the three net
work coordinator vacancies in the Panhandle, 
Mari Sandoz and Southeastern Networks. 

A coordinator's job is to work indepen
dently to plan, organize and administer the 
Library Commission program in a specific 
network. The position entails serving as a 
consultant to public and institutional 
librarians; conducting in-service institutes 
and workshops for library personnel and 
boards and government officials; and 
appearing in a public relations capacity 
before local organizations. The coordina
tors would be located in North Platte, 
Scottsbluff and Beatrice. 

The positions require an M.L.S. plus 
three years professional I ibrary experience. 
The appl icant must be a state resident in 
an area other than the city of Lincoln, or 
Douglas and Sarpy Counties, and must 
have been unemployed at least 30 days. 

Those interested should contact John 
Schere, Director Library Development, 
NLC, 1420 P St., Lincoln, NE 68508. 



BICENTENNIAL ETHNIC LECTURES 

The Nebraska Library Commission has received 
ten Bicentennial Ethnic Lectures developed by the 
National Humanities Series: Midwestern Center with 
a grant from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities. The series of ten, one-half hour taped 
lectures covers the impact on American civilization 
of ethnic groups in the Midwest. Each of the ten 
states served by the Midwestern Center is repre
sented in the series. The ethnic groups featured 
and lectueres are: 

1. "South Dakota - The Plains I ndians," Ruth 
Alexander 

2. "Illinois - The Blacks," Richard Barksdale 
3. "Ohio - Appalachian Folk Culture," Patrick 

Mullen 
4. "Nebraska- The German-Russians," Roger 

Welsch 
5. "Minnesota - The Finns," Michael Karni 
6. "Wisconsin - The Norwegians," Gerhard Naeseth 
7. "Michigan - The Dutch," Willard Wichers 
8. "Iowa - The Old Order Amish," Dorothy 

Schwieder 
9. "North Dakota - European Aristocrats and the 

Dakota Cattle Industry," D. Jerome Tweton 
10. "Indiana - Bicentennial Ethnic Racial Council," 

John Kromkowski 

The lectures are on cassette tape and are available 
from the Nebraska Library Commission through 
normal inter-I ibrary loan channels. (Copies of 
individual lectures can be made for area resources 
if desired). 

WORKSHOP IDEAS NEEDED 

The staff of the Juvenile Resource Center, 
Fremont Public Library,will be putting on a 
workshop on children's literature at the 1976 
Nebraska Library Association Spring Meeting. The 
staff would appreciate suggestions on what subject 
areas should be covered. Send suggestions to Bill 
McDermott, Director, Keene Memorial Library, 
1030 N. Broad St., Fremont, NE 68025. 

LIBRARY SERVICES TO THE DEAF 

A special report on library services to the deaf 
was presented to the Regional TWX Librarians at 
their meeting in Lincoln, January 14th and 15th. 
George Propp, Special Office for the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
discussed his agency's function in serving people 
with auditory handicaps. 

The Special Office for the Deaf is concerned with 
locating, adapting and developing materials for use 
with individuals with this invisible handicap. 
Because the deaf learner needs unique materials, 
this office screens hundreds of learning materials 
each month. To make this specialized information 
more accessible, these materials are being prepared 
for entry into the NIMIS (National Instructional 
Media I nformation System) data-base. When 
operational, the data will be accessible through the 
OCLC network. 

George Propp, Special Office for the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing, UN-L. 

Propp mentioned the problem of films which are 
ideally su ited to adaptation for use by the deaf by 
adding captions in sign language. Because of limi
tations of time and funds, only a small proportion 
of films have been adapted for use by the deaf 
learner. 

The relatively small number of auditory handi
capped and their invisibility as a group has hindered 
the development of I ibrary service to the deaf in 
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types of employees of libraries among the states, 
(2) some duplication of effort, (3) potential for 
areas for interstate cooperation in improving the 
educational opportunities, and (4) lack of assimilated 
data to support effective planning. 

The Task Force selected as its immediate objec
tive, the development of a plan for I ibrary education 
among the states by the end of 1976. To support 
this effort, two working committees were estab
lished to initiate the assimilation of data about 
(1) the educational and job characteristics of 
employees of libraries, (2) present educational 
opportunities, and (3) state profiles of public school 
academ ic and state I ibrary services. 

The Task Force intends to analyze existing condi
tions for priority needs and prepare alternative 
courses of action for meeting these. A conference of 
invited representatives of libraries will be sponsored 
by the Task Force at Springbrook, Iowa. The 
purpose of the conference will be to define 
priorities and identify preferred remedial courses 
of action. The results of the conference will be used 
by the Task Force in developing an interstate plan 
for library education. 

Members of the Task Force are: Jeanne Osmond, 
University of Iowa; Barry Porter, Iowa Library 
Department; Ernestine Gilliland, Kansas State 
Library; Sarah Reed, Kansas State Teachers College 
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of Emporia; Susanna Alexander, Missouri State 
Library; Ed Miller, University of Missouri; and 
Jane Geske, Nebraska Library Commission. Dean 
Millerwill chair the Library Education Conditions 
Identification Committee and Mrs. Alexander will 
head the Library Characteristics Committee. 

The Library Education Conditions Identifica
tion Committee will design methods and instru
ments for a library manpower characteristics 
study, a library educational opportunities survey, 
and propose standard terminology for library edu
cation and manpower. The committee chairman 
is Dr. Ed. Miller of the University of Missouri. 
Members are: Dr. Sarah Rebecca Reed, Kansas State 
Teachers College of Emporia; Charles Bolles, also 
of KSTC; Jeanne Osmond and Carl Orgren, both of 
the University of Iowa. 

The Library Characteristics Committee, chaired 
by Susanna Alexander, Associate State Librarian, 
will design the format for a state/regional profile of 
library services in the four states. Members of the 
committee are: Ernestine Gilliland , Kansas State 
Librarian; Jane Geske, Director, Nebraska Library 
Commission; Barry Porter, Director, Iowa Library 
Department; a'nd Marty Tucker, Kansas Associate 
State Librarian. 

For further information contact, Jane Geske, 
Director, NLC. 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR: 
NEBASE 

w. Stuart Debenham, Assistant Executive Director, 
Ohio College Library Center. 

On February 10th, the directors of eight libraries 
in Nebraska met with Mr. W. Stuart Debenham, 
Assistant Executive Director, Ohio College Library 
Center, to discuss the feasibility of a statewide net
work using, and contributing to, the data base at 
OCLC. The libraries present had indicated imme
diate capability to install terminals, if not now 
present, and expressed interest in contracts with a 
state based network. The libraries represented: 
Concordia Teachers College, Seward, Vivian 
Peterson, Director; and Glenn Ohlmann, Doane 
College, Crete, Peggy Smith, Director; Chadron 
State College, Reta King, Director; Kearney State 
College, Ron Martin, Director, (has one terminal 
now); Wayne State College, Charles Stelling, Di rector; 
Southeastern Technical Community Colleges: 

Fairbury, Shirley Lewis, Director; Lincoln, Barb 
Swanson, Director; and Milford, Marilyn Lester, 
Director; University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Gerald 
Rudolph, Dean (has four terminals now); and 
Nebraska Library Commission, Jane Geske, Director 
(has one terminal now). 

From left: Shirley Lewis, Fairbury Campus, Barb 
Swanson, Lincoln Campus, Southeast Technical 
Community College; Peggy Smith, Doane College. 

The agreement from OC LC has been considered 
with the Attorney General's Office and with the 
Budget Analyst. As soon as all figures are complete 
the next steps will be taken. While only eight are 
strong contenders at the moment it is known, from 
a survey, that memberships and load will increase 
greatly within the year. 

Full cost figures will be circulated to potential 
members within the week. Anyone interested should 
contact Jane Geske, Director, Nebraska Library 
Commission, 1420 P, Lincoln, NE 68508, (402) 
471-2045. 



MOVE CAREFULLY, SENATORS 

The Nebraska Legislature is considering a proposal 
to transfer library services for the blind and physi
cally handicapped from the State Library Commis
sion to the Division of Rehabilitation Services for 
the Visually Impaired. 

The services include provision of tape cassettes 
and players, literature in Braille and large print, 
and other special materials. 

Opinion on the transfer of responsibility is 
divided. Some blind persons, individually and in 
organizations, favor the shift. Others argue that 
there is no need to change the present system 
because it delivers satisfactory service. 

We have no firm opinion on the matter, 
because we are not well acquainted with the capa
bilities of either agency. We do think the Legislature 
should be extremely careful about its decision, 
because of the vulnerability of the persons affected 

/,---o--~=---and -the-il=la b i I i.ty of ma n y of t l:Iem tQ -sf-fect i vel y 
register their feelings. 

This is one the senators have an obligation to get 
right the first time. 

Omaha World Herald, February 17, 1976 
Jim Clemon, Chief Editorial Writer 

Note: LB 661, now before the Unicameral, 
would transfer the Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped to the Department of 
Public I nstitutions. If you have not seen the bill 
and/or have questions will you please call the 
Nebraska Library Commission, (402) 471-2045, or 
write the Director. The Commission welcomes the 
chance to discuss the issues raised by the Bill, con
tinues to feel that the transfer should not be made, 
recommends that a study be made of alternatives, 
and suggests that support be increased for an 
expanded program to the persons who need the 
resources and services. We are grateful to the Omaha 
World Herald for their permission to reprint the 
editorial that is so expressive of our views. 

Jane Geske, Director 
Nebraska Library Commission 

LINCOLN CITY LIBRARIES PROVIDE 
CITY-COUNTY INFO 

A new program at Lincoln City Libraries is aimed 
at the special information needs of city and county 
officials and staff, as well as the needs of the 
community for information on county-city affairs. 

An I nformation Center was opened January 14, 
1976 adjacent to the Mayor's Office in the County
City Building with Lincoln City Library Founda
tion funds. The Center will function as a municipal 
reference service providing books, pamphlets, 
serials and other materials on city management, 
problems, concerns and developments for loan to 
city officials and employees. Other non-circulating 
items such as dictionaries, almanacs, yearbooks are 
available for referral and in-office use. The collection 
is developed and maintained by Lincoln City 
Library staff and funding but circulation of 
materials is handled through the Mayor's Office. 

To provide the community with information 
from county and city offices and officials, similar 
Information Centers have been set up at Bennett 
Martin Public Library and several of the branch 
libraries. Circulating and non-circulating (and 
some free brochures and pamphlets) on city con
cerns, municipal management and local develop
ments and interests make up the collections at each 
center. Continued on last page. 
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WATCHABOOK 

Now it's possible to have programs produced for 
public television available for individual use in the 
library. Over 2,000 color television programs are 
available on %" videocassette from the Public Tele
vision Library (PTL), a department of the Public 
Broadcasting Service (PBS). Publ ic television pro
grams on videocassette may be purchased, rented 
leased or reduplicated by any public or private 
organization for non-commercial use. Programs 
cover these broad subject areas: public affairs and 
current issues; the Arts; health and science; how-tol 
instructional; sports and recreation; children; and 
coping with the '70's. A special feature is the 
immediate availability of many current PBS pro
grams. 

PTL began in 1971 to investigate the feasibility 
of making public television programming available 
for individual or group use on a demand basis. The 
public library seemed the ideal setting because of 
its traditional role as a location for on-request 
material for one-to-one use. The %" videocassette 
physically resembles a book, thus the title "Have 
You Watched A Book Today" or "Watchabook." 

Three public libraries participated in a yearlong 
experiment ending in June, 1974.141 half-hour 
program units were selected from the PTL catalog 
and placed in the libraries with one or more video
cassette playback machines. 

Conclusions from the libraries' records of video-

CALENDAR 

Northern Network Trustees Workshop 
February 17, Columbus 
February 24, Norfolk 
March 2, Albion 
March 9, Plainview 
March 16, West Point 
March 23, South Sioux City 

Regional TWX Librarians Meeting 
March 24 & 25, Lincoln 

cassette use and patron questionnaires showed that 
the videocassette was valuable in introducing library 
patrons to audio-visual services in the library, 
particularly capturing the interest of younger patrons. 
The videocassette programming often led patrons 
to seek printed library material in a related subject 
area, encouraging library use. It was extremely 
helpful in drawing new minority patrons to the 
library. The library was found to be an ideal setting 
for this service and the Watchabook experience was 
beneficial to all involved, especially the library 
patron. 

A Watchabook demonstration was presented to 
the Regional TWX Librarians at their January 
meeting in Lincoln. Nebraska Educational Televi
sion and Public Television Library representatives 
showed a "sampler" of programs on a videocassette 
playback machine and gave an overview of the 
concept of video programs for I ibrary use. 

PTL has developed a Subscription Plan to intro
duce the Watchabook project at a low cost to as 
many people as possible. With this plan, ten 
videocassettes are rotated every three weeks to a 
"subscribing group" of twelve geographically
related libraries or service oriented organizations at 
a cost of about $1,500 each per year. 

Ron Hull, NETV, demonstrates a 
Watchabook videocassette. 

For further information contact the Public 
Television Library, 475 L'Enfant Plaza, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20024. 
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CITY - COUNTY INFORMATION Cont'd. 

The public library system's collections of books, 
pamphlets, magazines, newspapers and clipping 
files provide back-up and in-depth research sources 
on subjects of city, municipal, urban and metro
politan interest. These resources are available to 
the general public as well as to the officials. Public 
and official response will determine the extent 
and nature of the further development of munici
pal reference service as a community-wide public 
library program. 

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK, APRIL 4-10 
"INFORMATION POWER" 

ALA is offering a variety of 1976 N LW materials 
which will help to increase public awareness of the 
library as a place where people can do everything 
from borrow books to register to vote. 

Posters, banners, buttons, bookmarks and 
mobiles, designed around the theme "Information 
_Power" hGwe-been created by ALA and N.W. Ayer, 
an international advertising agency. 

Also for the first time ALA will provide a 30 
second public service spot for TV and six pre
recorded radio spots ready to air on your local 
stations for the cost of film and tape alone. 

Order forms are available from the ALA Public 
Information Office, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, 
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IL60611. Note: Have you got something unique 
planned for National Library Week? We'd like to 
know of any unusual promotional plans, contests 
or programs you have come up with for N LW so we 
can share ideas and let others in the state know what 
what's happening in your area. Write: Overtones, 
Nebraska Library Commission, 1420 P St., Lincoln, 
NE 68508. 

BRA I LLE TAX GUIDE 

The Library of Congress, Division for the Blind and 
and Physically Handicapped announces that two 
copies of the braille edition of Your Income Tax, 
by J.K. Lasser are now being distributed to braille
lending libraries. This marks the first time that such 
a publication has been made available to braille 
readers on a national basis. 

Transcribed in 30 pamphlets, this annual tax 
guide for preparing Federal income-tax returns 
includes detailed instructions for claiming deduc
tions, tax~ving-rdeas-, sample tax-forms, and the 
latest ammendments to the tax law. 

Because of its size and the limited number of 
copies available, librarians are asked to work closely 
with readers to ascertain the specific volumes 
required prior to circulation. Alert your blind 
patrons that the Nebraska Library Comm iss ion has 
this title available now. 
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NLC DIRECTORSHIP AVAILABLE 

The Nebraska Library Com mission is announcing 
an opening for the Director's position. At the request 
of the present Director, Jane Geske, the Commission 
will begin the recruiting process now for a new 
director. It has been understood, these two and one
half years since her return, that this was not a per
manent arrangement but that timing would be nego
tiable. No terminal date is being set now in order to 
allow adequate time for canvassing the field, for 
assuring the best possible candidates (and their 
schedules), and to allow the completion of 75th 
year analyses and studies the Director has underway. 
These studies, plus the recommendations from the 
Governor's Conference will present a base from 
which a new director can begin a new term, assess 
ongoing programs, and, working with staff and the 
state's libraries, make recommendations to achieve 
the program needed. 

The laws governing the Commission (Nebraska 

"The director of any agency should do just that
direct. Timing for this is important." - Jane Geske, 
NLC Director. 

Statutes, 51-401 to 410) specify that the Commis
sion shall "appoint a director, at a salary to be fixed 
by the Commission, who shall be a technically 
trained, qualified and experienced librarian, a 
graduate of an American Library Association accred
ited library school, to administer the work of the 
Commission as hereinafter specified ... to be res
ponsible for the statewide promotion, development, 
and coordination of library programs and services 
in accordance with nationally acceptable library 
standards ... " 

The Commission invites all interested, qualified 
individuals to request an application and a position 
description. I nquiries should be addressed to: 

Connie Bottolfson 
Secretary to the Commission 
Nebraska Library Commission 
1420 P Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

The Commission invites your suggestions as well 
and these shou Id be addressed as above or to the 
Chairperson, Mrs. Martha Peters, Box 193, Thedford 
69166. 

The Director and the commission take this oppor
tunity to thank the staff members again for their 
past performances, for their ongoing concern for 
programs and for the commitment to plans, 
actvities, resources, and services. 

FROM THE DIRECTOR: 
STATUS ON LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT 
GRANTS 1975/76 

As of February 27, 200 (of 245) public libraries 
had qualified, or were qualifying, for State Aid 
grants under the 1975/76 appropriation at A,B, 
or C levels. 

Continued on next page. 



FROM THE DIRECTOR, Continued. 

In addition 17 at D level will qualify for Net
work participation, without grants, if a hearing 
on the development of the I ibraries can be conduct
ed in the appropriate communities in March and 
April. The names of the remaining 28 libraries, 
which did not apply, will be referred to Network 
Advisory Councils in March. Followup letters to 
19 of these, which had submitted statistical reports 
in 1974/75, will encourage participation by next 
year if possible. 

There will be a portion for incentive grants this 
year and forms will go out to those libraries sup
porting regional efforts through county support or 
contracts. If you have questions on any of the above, 
please contact the Director right away. 

Jane Geske, Director 
Nebraska Library Commission 
402 - 471-2045 

WORKSHOP SERIES 
LSCA Grant FY 1974/75 Funds 
Mari Sandoz Network Advisory Council: $4,300.00 

An opportunity for continuing education for 
small public libraries in the Mari Sandoz Network is 
being provided through LSCA monies. 

A series of workshops aimed at strengthening 
library service are being presented with increasing 
success. Areas covered were standards, budgeting, 
public relations, trustee orientation, action planning, 
outreach programs and community surveys. 

Results of workshop exercises, like preparing a 
sample budget, were encouraging when libraries 
such as Callaway increased their budgets and/or 
presented a budget for the first time after attending 
the budgeting workshop. The public relations 
workshop resulted in a number of libraries initiat
ing or expanding their public relations programs. 
Hayes Center had a float in the Bicentennial 
parade and a booth at the county fair. Stratton has 

-==c----"""" ........ --"""'""=',.--=-~~=--'-:'::='~4M"le_m_efefr_..a_<"l u-i+t-El isplay-a fld-eld-p-i&t-we d isp lay. 

LANDSLIDE HOUSE VOTE ON LSCA 
EXTENSION 

On February 17, by a vote of 378 to 7, 
the House of Representatives passed the five
year Library Services and Construction Act 
extension bill. 

Nebraska Representatives Virginia Smith 
and Charles Thone were among those voting 
for the extension. Representative John 
McCollister was among the 47 not voting. A 
note of thanks should be sent to those 
representatives voting "yea." 

Next the bill moves to the Senate Educa
tion Subcommittee, where a delay is 
expected because the subcommittee is in 
the midst of amending and extending the 
Higher Education Act, the Vocational Edu
cation Act and the National I nstitute of 
Education. 

Other libraries such as North Platte have expanded 
their programs. Libraries in O'Neill, Spalding, 
Spencer, Mason City and others are in the process of 
revising or preparing a written library policy as a 
resu It of the workshop for trustees. Other resu Its 
have occurred as a by-product of the workshop. The 
libraries in one county are now meeting on a regular 

OVERTONES 

Published bimonthly by the 
NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION 

Jane Geske, director 

John H. Schere, director library 
development 

Christine Salem, editor 

1420 P Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 



basis to exchange information and work for better 
cooperation between their libraries. 

The participants felt this was a successful method 
of providing continuing education to small libraries 
in the network. Evaluations showed there is a 
definite need for further workshops and inservice 
training. In particular, a need was expressed for a 
workshop on selection. 

Morel Fry, Project Director 

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK -
LEGISLATIVE DAY 

The American Library Association and other con
cerned organizations are sponsoring a cooperative 
effort during National Library Week to acquaint 
legislators and governing officials with library pro
grams and services and the importance of adequate 
support at all levels. Plans for Legislative Day in 
Washington have been set for Tuesday, April 6, 

Whether you are able to attend Legislative Day in 
Washington or not, we should take this opportunity 
to make sure your Senators and Representatives 
know some important facts about our libraries. 

-What kind of libraries we have in Nebraska -
public, academic, school, special, other. 

-How many of each, and how much money they 
used in 1975. 

-The plans of our libraries. 
-The problems our libraries have. 
-How much federal money went to the libraries 

in the state in 1975. 
-Who used it. 
-What the money did for your library . 
-And the innovations made possible by federal 

funds. 

On the state and local level, librarians, trustees, 
educators and friends of libraries can make 
arrangements to meet with state legislators, mayors, 
members of city councils, boards of supervisors, 
school boards and other local governing officials. 
Show them how libraries serve their constituents, 
and supply facts to justify the need for library support. 

It's essential that we begin growing grass roots 
support for libraries now, in this election year. Build 
on legislative contacts already made, and begin now 
to develop new ones. Legislative Day on April 6 in 
Washington and on the state and local level will help. 

UNICAMERAL HOTLINE 

For fast, up-to-date information on any legisla
tive bill, call the Unicameral Hotline: (800) 742-
7456 (in Lincoln call 471-2709). Through this 
number you can also request copies of bills or 
journals or information on the legislative process 
itself. Note: this number is for information only. 
To express opinions on bills, contact the senators 
directly. 

MAP DEVELOPED FOR VISUALLY IMPAIRED 
STUDENTS 

A relief map and braille keys to the City and 
East Campuses of the University of Nebraska -
Lincoln are now available for visually impaired 
students attending the University. It has been 
produced by the Office of University I nformation
University of Nebraska and State of Nebraska
Division of Rehabilitation Services for the Visually 
Impaired. Copies are available for loan at the three 
sub-regional libraries - Hastings, Kimball and North 
Platte as well as the Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped, Lincoln. Personal copies 
for students are available at the University. 

Bob Van Neste, left, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
discusses the new map with LBPH patron Larry 
Wallace, North Platte. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 

Awards of $1,000 will be made to three students 
in library science at Emporia, Kansas State College, 
through a grant received from the Board of Directors 
of the H.W. Wilson Foundation. 

Deadline for the H.W. Wilson Scholarship is April 
1, 1976. Applicants must be United States citizens 
and plan to enter the program as full-time students 
either in the summer or fall or 1976. 

Priority will be given to applicants who present 
evidence of outstanding potential for professional 
growth and development as indicated by their 
scholastic records, three letters of reference and a 
personal interview. 

Application forms are available from the School 
of Library Science, Emporia Kansas State College, 
Emporia, Kansas 66801. 

Beta Phi Mu, the International Library Science 
Honor Society, announces~the awarding annua Iy- o'""f ---' 
scholarships amounting to as much as $3,000. Appli
cants may apply in one of three award categories: 

$1,000 - A student at the Master's level accepted 
in an American Library Association accredited pro
gram. 

$500 - A Beta Phi Mu member for continuing 
education or research 
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$500 - Harold Lancour Scholarship for foreign 
study 

Deadline for application: June 15, 1976. 
Forms available from: Executive Secretary, Beta 

Phi Mu, Graduate School of Library and Informa
tion Sciences, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15260 

ANNOUNCEME NT - Grant Opportunities for 
Library Programs in the Humanities 

How can libraries, as resources for knowledge in 
the humanities, most effectively serve the adult 
public? To explore this question, the National 
Endowment for the Humanities is making grant 
awards for experimental projects that develop 
effective uses of a library's existing humanities 
materials in programs demonstrating the value 
of those materials to the adult public. The Endow
ment gives high priority to ideas which spring 
directly from libraries and in which use of the 
ibra~own-s:taf.f-aM m~ls forms the central 

component. Projects should give consideration to 
programs that are broadly applicable to many 
libraries and to activities that can be carried on 
without long-term federal support. For further 
information, contact Jeffrey Field or Martin Sullivan, 
Division of Public Programs, National Endowment 
for the Humanities, Washington, D.C. 20506; (202) 
382-8334. 
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PROFILE: MARGARET ROE 

Margaret Roe was recently selected for the 
position of Southeastern Library Network Coor
dinator, a position which has been vacant for over 
a year. 

Margaret will be working out of her home in 
Endicott (five miles southeast of Fairbury) where 
she and her husband have lived since Ju Iy. She is 
a native Nebraskan and has also lived in Lincoln 
and in Grand Island. 

Margaret has worked in libraries since her junior 
high years. She worked at Nebraska Wesleyan Uni
versity Library as a student assistant and then full 
time for four years in the Claremont School of 
Theology Library, Claremont, California, before 
attending UCLA to earn her M.L.S. While in school 
she was an intern in the Reference/I LL department 
and also worked in the government documents 
department. 

Margaret Roe with John Schere, Associate Director 
for library development. 

Margaret joined the N LC staff March 1 st and 
spent her first week in getting acquainted with the 
Commission's staff and programs. She expressed 
her appreciation of the interest shown by N LC 
staff ... "the openness and the genuine desire to 
understand more about local libraries and the oppor
tunities and situations they face." 

If you wish to contact her, write P.O. Box 75, 
Endicott, NE 68350 or phone (402) 729-5239. 

A PLEA AND A PROMISE: 
The Expansion of the UNO Folklore Project 
By Richard S. Thill, Ph. D. 

The Omaha Folklore Project, which began in my 
folklore classes at UNO about four year ago, is now 
being expanded throughout the state. This expan
sion has been made possible by the more than 300 
academicians and other individuals who have donat
ed services and time to aid in the collection of 
Nebraska folklore. Several librarians, in particular, 
have done yeoman service in providing advice and 
bibliographic assistance. 1 

Continued next page. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALBION PL 

Albion Public Library has successfully 
pushed through a $55,000 library bond 
issue. The funds will be used to construct 
a two-story addition to Albion's present 
1908 Carnegie building. The 37 x 48 foot 
addition will nearly double the library's 
available space. 



A PLEA AND A PROMISE (Cant. from page 1) 

To assist new folklore collectors, the first of my 
planned series of manuals was recently published by 
the editors of FL Nebraska in collaboration with 
the Senate Research Committee of the University 
of Nebraska at Omaha. 2 However, the completion 
of the other regional manuals requires resources 
beyond the Project's current means. 

The Plea: To lessen the Project's financial burden 
in producing these manuals, I am asking Nebraska's 
Regional Libraries to bear the expense of duplicat
ing and mailing me their GR- and 398 catalog cards 
(LC and Dewey Systems). I have found, in prepar
ing equivalent bibliographies in five major libraries 
that it requires from one to five hours to duplicate 
a library's holdings in folklore, using a photo-copier. 
The most economical method is to duplicate several 
cards per sheet. 

Of course, the amount of labor and cost involved 
'n repmducrn§lhe-carcts-wHi-dep-end purrthe-size 
of a library's holdings in folklore. However, using 
the methodology suggested above, the requisite 
folklore holdings of even the largest Nebraska 
library could be duplicated for about twenty dollars. 
The vast majority of Nebraska's libraries would 
require an expenditure of from one to five dollars 
at the most. 

Using the cards provided by the various libraries, 
I shall base the methodological statement for each 
region's manual upon the books available to the 
citizens of that region from their own libraries. 
Each bibliography will stipulate the location of the 
books and include call numbers, where applicable, 
as does the Omaha version. Of course, participating 
libraries will receive a free copy of their region's 
manual, when it is published. 

Participants should send a cover letter and their 
relevant catalog cards to: Richard S. Thill, UNO 
Folklore Project, University of Nebraska, Omaha, 
Nebraska 68101. 

NOTES 

1. Among the professional I ibrarians whose assistance has 
been invaluable, I feel compelled to mention Ron Nor-

man, Director, Kearney Public Library, and Past President 
of the N LA; Ruth Ann Palmquist of the Bellevue College 
Library; Trudy Ainsley of Cochrane Woods Library at 
Nebraska Wesleyan University; Mary McGrath of 
Creighton University's Alumni Memorial Library; and 
Maureen Pastine and James Sweetland of UNO's Eppley 
Library. 

2. Manual and Selective Bibliography for Fieldworkers in 
the Omaha Folklore Project, Part I: Omaha Area Library 
Resources for the Study of Folklore. (Omaha: University 
of Nebraska, 1975), IX and 43 pp. 

IS NEBRASKA STATE GOVERNMENT "BIG?" 

The League of Women Voters of Nebraska is 
sponsoring a one-day conference on "Growth of 
Bureaucracy." Tuesday, April 6, 1976, from 9:30 
to 4 p.m. at the Radisson-Cornhusker Hotel ball
room. There is no registration fee but the coffee 
and rolls and noon luncheon are $5.00 per person. 

Persons may send in their checks individually or 
a group may send in one check. Make checks pay
al5le to the [eague of Women Voters of NebrasKa. 
The deadline is Friday, April 2. If individuals' 
names and addresses are included, special back
ground materials will be sent in that manner. 

This event is made possible by a grant from the 
Nebraska Committee for the Humanities and the 
National Endowment for the Humanities. 
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NLC HOSTS SENATORIAL STAFF 

Nebraska Senatorial staff members had a chance 
to get acquainted with Nebraska Library Commis
sion staff "and services Wednesday morning, March 
10. 

N LC hosted secretaries and research and adminis
trative assistants to State Senators for coffee and 
rolls, then the group was toured through the ser
vice departments. The Open House was an effort 
to familiarize the Senatorial staff with the resources 
available to them and also simply to open up the 
lines of communication between N LC and the 
State House. 

We knew we'd gotten the message across when 
we heard comments like, "If I'd known all this 
before,"1 could have used you nine times last week 
alone." 

LBPH CONDUCTS SURVEY 

The Nebraska Library for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped is conducting a reader interest survey 
of their patrons in the Metropolitan and Panhandle 
networks with the help of Mary Louise Dutcher. 

The purpose of the survey is threefold: 1) to help 
the LBPH staff become better acquainted with 
their patrons, 2) to find out what kind of materials 
they like to read, and 3) to learn in what way the 
collections and services of the Library for the Blind 
and Physically Handicapped can be improved. 

Patrons receiving the survey have been given 
names of people in their area to contact for ques
tions, but public librarians in these areas should be 
prepared for questions and to assist LBPH patrons 
to complete the survey. 

For more information contact: 

Frances Warnsholz 
Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped 
1420 P Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 (402) 471-2045 

Judy Wallcave 
11801 Shirley 
Omaha, NE 68144 (402) 344-1266 

Jean I. Long 
Kimball Public Library 
Kimball, NE 69145 (308) 235-4523 

CORRECTION 

In Overtones (Vo1.3 no. 12) we informed you 
that libraries in communities under 10,000 popula
tion may be eligible for federal aid for buildings 
under HUD's Neighborhood Assistance Program, 
authorized by the Community Development Act. 
Then, we gave the wrong address. For further infor
mation the correct address is: 

Regional Economic Development Administration 
Title Building, Suite 505 
909 17th Street 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
Telephone: (303) 837-4714 

The program is administered by the Department 

Continued next page. 
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CORRECTION (Cont. from page 3) 

of Commerce. Assistance is primarily available to 
communities meeting the population requirement 
which have community development plans. It is 
recommended that interested persons contact 
their mayor and have him contact the Regional 
Economic Development Administration. 

CALENDAR 

March 24, 25 
Regional TWX Librarians Meeting 
Nebraska Library Commission 

March 30, Tuesday 
Institutional Librarians Workshop 
Nebraska Library Commission, 9 a.m. 

April 2, Friday 
Mari Sandoz Network Advisory Council 

Meeting 
Broken Bow Public Library, 10:30 a.m. 

April 27, 28 
Governor's Conference on Library Services 
Hilton Hotel, Lincoln 
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NLW IS COMING ... 

... and to help promote National Library Week, 
April 4-10, and stimulate library interest, the 
Nebraska Library Commission and the National 
Library Association are cooperati ng to distribute 
radio spot announcements to the regional libraries 
in the state. 

Six professionally-produced spot announcements, 
ordered through ALA, will be sent to each regional 
library and to the Resource Centers in Lincoln and 
Omaha. 

These will become the property of the regional 
library and because the spots do not mention N LW 
can be used for library promotion all year long. 

Please approach your local radio station personal
ly and ask that the spots be broadcast several times 
during National Library Week . 

There are also plans to broadcast a 30-second 
TV SPQt produced by A L£>. on KO LtilKG IN-TV 
during National Library Week. 

Please direct comments or questions on this pro
ject to Chris Salem, Media Center, N LC, 1420 P 
Street, Lincoln, NE 68508. Let us know if indivi
dual libraries have ordered these materials so we 
can avoid duplication. 
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WESTERN NETWORK PROJECT 

The Steering Committee for the Western I nter
state Bibliographic Network Project, being conduct
ed under the WICHE Continuing Education and 
Library Resources Program, met in Boise Idaho, 
February 2nd and 3rd, 1976. 

The Steering Committee consists of 21 mem
bers selected so that each of the 17 participating 
western states and British Columbia has at least one 
representative. Nebraska's representative is Gerald 
A. Rudolph, Dean of Libraries, University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln. 

The network project is being funded by the 
Council on Library Resources, the U.S. Office of 
Education and ten state library agencies through 
June of 1976, with a probable no cost extension 
to September, 1976. The steering committee has 
the responsibility of reviewing and approving a 
broad range of network activities presented by the 
staff and to establish policy and direction. Govern
ance and funding alternatives are primary concerns. 

Action taken at the first steering committee 
meeting included the election of an Executive Board 
and Chairwoman which will meet monthly. Board 
members are: Joanne Arnold, Acting Associate 
Vice-chancellor for Faculty and Staff Affairs, Uni
versity of Colorado; H. Vince Anderson, Director, 
South Dakota State Library Commission; Roderick 
G. Swartz, Washington State Librarian; David C. 
Weber, Director of University Libraries, Stanford 
University; and Gerald A. Rudolph. 

Other action: The committee requested that the 
Project staff prepare a long range plan for the Net
work's establishment and operation. Several proj
ects were suggested for the immediate future and 

the committee endorsed the staff's effort to pro
vide bibliographic products and services on a pilot 
basis. 

On funding: The committee endorsed the staff's 
submission of proposals to funding agencies for 
project that are consonant with the long range plan. 
It was reaffirmed that the Western Network be 
based on state-level-funding and participation 
representing all types of libraries, with the objec
tives of strenthening intrastate library organization, 
cooperation and self-sufficiency while facilitating 
interstate resource sharing on an equitable basis. 
Funding for Fiscal Year 1977 for the Network will 
be sought through state and institutional member
ship fees, and future support may be requested 
from the state legislatures. 

Finally, it was moved that a proposal be submit
ted to the WICHE Commissioners to establish under 
the WICHE aegis a Directorate with its own govern
ing board for the Western Network. 

SUN REPORT: Open Learning Through 
State University of Nebraska 

Statistical studies of SUN enrollees show that 
nearly two-thirds of the Nebraskans enrolled in the 
nontraditional State University of Nebraska program 
hope someday to obtain an academic degree. This, 
in spite of the fact that nearly half had no formal 
education experience in the five years preceding 
their enrollment with SUN. 

"Although it is too early to tell for sure," said 
SUN Dean Milton J. Hassel, "statistical studies of 
SUN's adult students seem to indicate that programs 
such as this may play an important role in encourag
ing mature Nebraskans to get into the 'mainstream' 

Continued next page. 



SUN REPORT Continued. 

of higher education." 

The studies referred to have been the work of 
the research and planning office of the University 
of Mid-America, the four-state consortium of state 
universities with which the University of Nebraska's 
SUN program is affiliated. 

There have been three SUN course offering 
periods since the fall of 1974 totalling over 2,000 
enrollments. The average age of participants has 
been 37. Seventy-seven percent were women, 
forty-one percent had mostly grown children and 
twenty-three percent were homemakers. They come 
from farms, small towns and cities roughly in pro
portion to the distribution of the states population. 

GET THIS: 

For your Nebraskana collection: Fifty Years of 
Nebraska's Big Rodeo is about the Burwell Rodeo. 
This 240 page book containing many black and 
white and color illustrations was recently published 
and is endorsed by the Nebraska Bicentennial Asso
ciation. The book is avai lable for $12.50 from 
J.J.J. Rodeo Books, Box 100, Burwell, N E 68823. 

Feeds and Feeding, by Frank Morrison, the 
feeder's "Bible," was last published, in its 22nd 
edition, in 1956. In our search for a more current 
title of equal stature the Nebraska Library Commis
sion has purchased Feeds and Feeding by Arthur 
Cullison. Published by Reston Publishing Company, 
Inc., a division of Prentice-Hall, Reston, Virginia 
22090, the book contains 486 pages in a text-book 
format and sells for $14.95. 

NOTE: 

This spring, nine courses are available through 
SUN, in such subjects as freehand sketching, learn
ing disabilities, accounting, writing, economics and 
computer science. Two of the courses - Nebraska 
history and psychology - are University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln extension DIvIsion courses offer_---&..-~LIJ:!..>.l4lJj..li:lJ.¥~iU.e.!of Ub.c.ar:.y Trend~ entLtle,u-~ ....... __ 
ed through SUN. "Community Analysis and Libraries," consists of 

SWLA-MPLA JOINT CONFERENCE 

The Southwestern Library Association and the 
Mountain-Plains Library Association will meet in a 
Joint Conference November 11-13,1976, in the 
Albuquerque Convention Center, Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. The new Albuquerque I nn will be the con
ference hotel. 

The theme of the conference is "The Net Worth 
of Networking." Five preconference institutes will 
be offered on the following topics: Public Relations, 
Alternatives for Bibliographic Control of State Doc
uments, Management, Bibliotheraphy/Patient Edu
cation, and Grantsmanship. 

Rosemary Lane, Assistant Director of the 
AlbuquerqUe Public Library, has been named Con
ference Local Arrangements Chairperson. Program 
planning is being handled by SWLA President-elect, 
John Anderson, Director, Tucson Public Library. 

13 articles on the "how" and the "why" of commu
nity analysis. It sells for $4 in soft cover from the 
University of Illinois Press, Urbana, I L 61801. The 
Nebraska Library Commission has a copy if you 
wish to see one before ordering. 
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MIDWEST ENERGY ALTERNATIVES 

. . . is a non-profit citizens organization whose pur
pose is to "promote a more rapid transition toward 
the use of non-polluting and inexhaustible energy 
sources and the conservation of limited earth 
resources. 

Part of the impetus for the creation of such an 
organization was the knowledge that "people are 
interested in pursuing alternatives to present 
energy sources but don't know how to get the in
formation they need on the subject," according to 
MEA's Executive Secretary Lincoln B. Justice. The 
major goals outlined for MEA are to promote pub
lic awareness and acceptance of energy systems and 
to promote the exchange of information between 
concerned individuals and groups such as the devel
opment of new equipment, factual data and recom
mended reading. MEA also plans to function as a 
government liaison to promote appropriate legis
lation; and to encourage the manufacture of alter
native ener9..Y conversion ~uipment in the Mid
west. 

MEA recently published a bibliography which 
includes some titles you may want to consider, if 
you don't already own them, as this subject area 
gains in popularity. 

Energy for Survival by Wilson Clark (Doubleday, 
1975; in paper for $4.95.) The sun, the wind, and 
other alternatives for a civilization in need of fresh 
approaches to a continuing crisis. 

Small is Beautiful. Economics as if People 
Mattered. by E.F. Schumacher (Harper & Row, 
1973, paper $2.45) gives some creative alternatives 
to the widely accepted theory that "bigger is 
always better:' 

Energy Primer, Portola Institute, 558 Santa Cruz 
Ave., Menlo Park, CA, ($4.50). 

Mother Earth News (Published six times a year; 
P.O. Box 70, Hendersonville, N.C.; Single copy 
$1.35 or $6.00 per year). 

Solar Energy Digest, (P.O. Box 17776, San 
Diego, CA 92117) has been published for the past 

five years and contains resources from across the 
nation . 

For the complete booklist or more information 
on the organization, contact Lincoln B. Justice, 
Executive Secretary, Midwest Energy Alternatives, 
Box 83202, Lincoln NE 68501 or phone (402) 
794-5310. 

"iF YOU COULD WISH OUR NATION HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY .. . 

... how would you do it? If you were planning a 
200th Birthday party for the United States how 
would you celebrate, who would you invite?" 

This is one of the questions K-2 students in the 
Thomas County area are asked to respond to on 
tape as part of a Bicentennial National Library 
Week contest being sponsored by the Thomas 
County Library. 

Each school (K-8) will be given a 60-minute 
cassette tape for students to express their opinions 
individually or through a school spokesman. 

Questions aimed at older students center around 
the future hopes and plans for the U.S. both politi
cal/y and social/y, and predictions of our nation's 
future. The school submitting the most original and 
interesting recording will be awarded a cassette tape 
recorder. 

Thanks to Mrs. Bill Manning, Librarian, Thomas 
County Library, Thedford, for sharing her National 
Library Week plans. 

JOB LINE 

Position Opening 
We are now taking applications for the 

position of State Documents Librarian, in the 
Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse, Nebraska 
Library Commission. M.L.S. required. 
Contact: Susan Kling, NLC, 1420 "P," lin
coln, Nebraska 68508. 
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS FOR NATIVE AMERICANS 

Recent legislation to be administered under the 
Office of Native American Programs (ONAP) may 
be a boon to the development or expansion of 
library programs for Native Americans in the state. 
Established in 1973, under the Office of Human 
Development, U.S. Department of Health, Educa
tion and Welfare, ONAP was given the means to 
initiate Native American programs to help them 
help themselves with the enactment of the Native 
Americans Programs Act in January, 1975. 

Program support is available for ongoing as well 
as demonstration, research, and pilot projects to 
test or assist in the development of new approaches 
or methods to deal with the varied social and 
economic problems faced by Native Americans. 

Technical assistance and short-term, in-service 
training for those involved in programs and pro
jects under the Act are also available. 

The underlying principle of all funding is to meet 
the needs for services and programs which are per
ceived by the Native American communities them
selves. 

Those interested in developing or expanding 
library programs for Native Americans should con
tact the Director, Office of Native American Pro-

OVERTONES 
FROM THE UNDERGROUND 
NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION 
1420 "P" STREET LINCOLN, NE 68008 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 

grams, Office of Human Development, U.S. 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, 
Washington, D.C. 20201. 

MAY 12 -14, LIBRARY MANAGEMENT 
SEMINAR 

An administrative development program for 
library administrators will be offered at the Uni
versity of South Dakota, Vermillion, South Dakota, 
by the School of Business. The seminar will cover 
in depth the basic fundamentals of administration 
and is designed to assist library administrators in 
improving their managerial effectiveness. This con
centration on fundamentals of management will 
make the seniinar valuable to all kinds of library 
administrators - public, academic, special, etc. 

The method of instruction includes lecture, case 
analysis and experiential exercises. The program will 
be structured to uti I ize the backgrou nd and experi
ences of seminar registrants through participation in 
a problem-solving atmosphere. 

The fee is $125 which includes instructional 
costs, reading materials and other handouts, trans
portation from and to airlines, and room and board. 
Anyone interested in attending should contact the 
program director, Dr. C.N. Kaufman, School of 
Business, Vermillion, SD 57069, (605) 677-5232. 
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REPORT - GOVERNOR'S STATEWIDE 
HEARINGS ON LIBRARY SERVICES 

During May and June of 1975, the Governor's 
Statewide Hearings on Library Services were held in 
a bookmobile which had been equipped with some 
of the different types of media found in libraries. 
At stops in every part of Nebraska, interviewers 
asked citizens about their reactions to library 
services. 

In the months that followed, the information 
from the Hearings was compiled. One thousand three 
hundred eighteen questionnaires were tabulated. 
The largest group of respondents were library users, 
84%; 16% said they did not use the library or no 
longer used it. 

When asked what library or libraries were used, 
most persons named more than one, some as many 
as five types. The break down was as follows: 

972 local public or branch libraryl (77%) 
120 regionallibraryl (9.5%) 
347 school media center (27.5%) 
282 college library (22.3%) 
82 church library (6.5%) 
69 bookmobile (5.5%) 
26 mail-a-book (2.1 %) 
20 library for the blind and physically handicap

ped (1.6%) 
19 technical library (1.5%) 
6 personal library (.5%) 
4 outreach program (.3%) 
3 state historical library (.2%) 
2 educational service unit library (.2%) 
2 hospital medical library (.2%) 
1 law library (.1%) 
1 regional center library (.1%) 

The main purpose for going to the library was to 
get or return books (417). Getting information (264) 
and doing research (260) were close seconds. Two 

hundred twenty-four said they went to the library 
to read or study. Other reasons were .the following: 

59 to get or use magazines 
42 to get or use records 
29 to bring or pick up children 
25 to get or use films, filmstrips 
18 work at library 
17 to use copying machine 
15 to use newspapers 
14 story hou r 
11 take library tour 
7 visit friends or kill time 
3 for library instruction 
3 participate in outreach program 
2 get or return art prints 

A friendly and knowledgeable staff; the library's 
convenient location; the good selection of materials, 
including audio-visual materials; the hours open; the 
cooperation among libraries; the art print loan ser
vice; the modern facilities; special services for chil
dren; and inter-library loan were most often listed 
as things that were liked by the interviewees. One 
person mentioned especially liking the library on 
hot summer days because it was air-conditioned; 
another liked it because it had good funny books. 

Continued next page. 

OBSERVERS TO THE CONFERENCE 

Although the number of delegates to the 
Conference was set as 250, others may attend as 
observers. Persons wishing to attend as observers 
are welcome to sit in on any part of the program. 
Those wanting to attend during the meal times at 
the Conference may purchase tickets at the Con
ference. The dinner will cost $7.05; the breakfast, 
$3.50. 

This issue of OVERTONES prepared and edited by J. Alexi Shuman, Conference Coordinator. 



REPORT - Continued from first page. 

At the opposite end of the scale, the things listed 
that were disliked about the library were, in most 
cases, items from the before mentioned group that 
were not provided or were missing in that particular 
library. The number of persons listing each problem 
were as follows: 

317 limited resources 
95 inadequate hours 
75 too crowded 
40 too many rules and 

regulations 
37 unorganized arrange-

ment 
36 architectural barriers 
26 inadequate parking 
24 lack of or inadequate 

cataloging 
21 unfriendly staff 
20 too noisy 
18 outdated materials 
14 inconvenient location 

13 unattractive building 
12 mutilated books 
9 lack of coordination 

among libraries 
9 loan periods too 

short or no renewals 
8 too quiet 
6 objections to mater-

ials in library 
5 services not publicized 
3 no telephone 
3 unsavory patrons 
1 no typewriter for 

patron use 
1 needed materials can 

not be checked out 

Responses to the library satisfying specific needs 
were as follows: 

Information 
Research 
Reading Pleasure 

Yes 
75% 
63% 
81% 

No 
4% 

11% 
2% 

Partially 
21% 
26% 
17% 

All state services available through the local 
public library were generally known by approximately 
45% of the library users. Specifically as follows: 

47% Interlibrary loan 
36% State and Federal Government Publications 
40% Talking book machines and records 
47% Copies of magazine articles 
43% Large print books 
50% Films 

When asked how the library or media center let 
the patron known about services available, the 
responses followed this general pattern: 

34% radio and/or newpaper announcements 
18% personal contact 
15% library displays 
9% it doesn't 

11 % must go in, then ask 
4'Y:!% through schools 

4 'Y:!% does not know 
3% card catalog 
2% must look around 

Many persons stated that they would use the 
library more, if they knew what was available. One 
young man had the perfect solution, a very reliable 
way of finding out, "My mother's the librarian." 

Of the 1,031 responses to the question of whether 
or not the library needed more money, 63% said yes, 
7% said no, and 30% said they did not know. Of 
those who felt that the library needed more money, 
their continued responses included where they 
thought the additional monies should be spent. The 
citizens were also asked what they would add or 
change if they were librarians for a day. These 
answers re-emphasized the reasons that most people 
gave for the library needing more money. Although 
many specific (as to author or title) requests were 
given, the catagories which were most often men
tioned were westerns; science fiction; all types of 
research materials, especially scientific data; Nebras
ka history; arts and crafts; and religious materi.als. 
Other changes and areas for which more money was 
needed were listed as follows:2 (next page). 

From school children ... 



trained personel 
new building 
weed the collection 
add bookmobile 
subscribe to the New York Times 
change card catalog 
longer hours 
microfilm reader 
more seating 
more space 
make it more fun 
newer furniture 
more current materials 
give the public the books it wants 
buy art prints 
put up directional signs 
movie and listening rooms 
record collection 
refreshment area 
do more advertising 
someone to teach about library services & 

library usage 
cooperate with other libraries 
more adult education materials and programs 
language labs 

Non-User Statistics 

When asked why they did not use the library, the 
202 respondents who fit the non-user category gave 
the following reasons: 

83 no time, too busy (41%) 
37 no need (18%) 
17 use own private library (8%) 
9 too far from where I live (4%%) 
6 no library in town (3%) 
6 inadequate hours (3%) 
5 can't read (2%) 
4 could never find what I needed (2%) 
3 would rather watch TV (1%) 
2 no transportation (1 %) 
1 libraries are only for kids (%%) 
1 fines are too high (%%) 
1 don't know where it is (%%) 
1 more interested in arts and crafts (%%) 

Questioned about materials and activities which 
libraries have or could have, non-users said they 
would be interested in the following: 

174 paperbacks 
146 copying machines 

.. to office workers ... to State Senators. People from all walks of life were interviewed at the Governors Hearings. 



122 records, tapes 
120 art exhibits 
112 information on job training 
101 programs, story hours for children 
98 film programs 
93 films to loan 
90 pictures to loan 
87 projectors to loan 
80 talking books and machines 
73 adult education, reading programs 
61 ethnic materials 

Other things they would have liked to have provided 
included tax forms, coffee machines, a smoking 
room, language assistance, and services to shut-ins. 

One hundred twenty-three knew that libraries 
were supported by tax monies. Forty-eight did not 
know how libraries were financed. Two mentioned 
school taxes; 8, thought solely state funds were used; 
1, profit sharing; and 5, only donations. 

The responses of these 1,318 citizens of Nebraska 
have formed the basis for the discussion group topics 
for the Governor's Conference on Library Services. 
The Conference delegates will be charged with find
ing solutions to the citizen stated problems. 

A detailed computer run of the entire results 
from the Hearings may be borrowed through your 
local library. The information is available on the 
entire state or on specific geographical areas. It has 
been deposited at the Network Headquarters 
Libraries (Beatrice, Bellevue, Columbus, Hastings, 
North Platte, and Scottsbluff). Ask for the Library 
Utilization Survey. Loan copies are also available 
from the Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse. 

, These two catagories should probably be combined because unless 
the interviewee specified that a regional library was used, the public 
or branch library was checked. In many cases the people are not 
aware when a public library is designated as a regional library. 

20 nly items with numerous responses are listed. 

CONFERENCE EXHIBIT AREA 

Exhibits have been set up to represent the many 
types of services that might be found in a public 
library, a school media center, an academic library, 
an institutional library, a special library, or the 
library commission. 

The displays range from the traditional book to a 

computer terminal used to obtain medical informa
tion for physicians. Librarians and media specialists 
will be in the exhibit area at all times to answer 
questions and provide equipment demonstrations. 

EXHIBIT HOURS (Assembly Room) 

April 27 
9:00 a.m. - 1 :00 p.m. 
3: 15 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. 
4:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

April 28 
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 

11 :30 a.m. - 1 :00 p.m. 

THE CITIZEN CHALLENGE 

"The Citizen Challenge" was chosen as the theme 
of the Governor's Conference on Library Services to 
stress the fact that this is primarily a citizen's con
ference, not a conference for librarians. The sponsoring 
ing library organizations; the Nebraska Library Asso
ciation, the Nebraska Educational Media Association, 
and the Nebraska Library Commission; are asking 
the citizens of Nebraska to accept this challenge. 

During the Conference, each of fifteen discussion 
groups will be assigned one area of concern as pin
pointed during the Hearings. The assignment being 
to find workable solutions to the citizen stated prob
lems connected with library services. 

The findings from the Conference will be used to 
establish priorities concerned with the service needs 
of all segments of the population; to involve citizens 
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in the design of the Nebraska Library Commission's 
long range plan for library development; to create a 
better understanding of the need for coordinated 
library services on the local, state, and national 
level; to formulate programs of action for the im
provement and support of library services; and to 
gain input for a national program of library and 
information service and the White House Conference 
on Library Services, to be held in 1978. 

Following is a listing of the discussion group 
topics for the Conference: 

Group Discussion No.1 
Discussion Leader: Galen Dodge, Director, Human Resources 

Research Foundation, University of Nebraska, Lincoln 
Resource Person: Fern Heim, Coordinator, Nebraska Library 

Commission, Lincoln 
Recorder: Nancy Stepp, Media Specialist, Lincoln Public 

Schools, Lincoln 

Libraries need to offer more individualized and specialized 
services; 

A) What services should libraries provide for 
1) Chicanos 
2) Indians 
3) Other ethnic groups 
4) Inmates of state institutions 
5) Blind and/or physically handicapped 
6) Mentally retarded 
7) Elderly? 

B) How are these people identified? And contacted? 
C) What forms of delivery of library services can be most 

effective? 

Group Discussion No.2 
Discussion Leader: Joel Davis, Information Specialist, 

Commission on Aging, Lincoln 
Resource Person: Jerry Kaup, Director, Holdrege Public 

Library, Holdrege 
Recorder: Lucky Waugh, Director, Norfolk Public Library, 

Norfolk 

In general, libraries have done a poor job of making the 
public aware of the library services that are presently 
available. 

A) Should the state library agency assume the leadership 
in a statewide publicity and public relations program? 

B) How can the importance of publicity be taught to 
librarians? 

C) What forms of media are best noticed by the general 
public? How can libraries make use of these forms of 
media? 

D) What types of services should be publicized and how? 
E) What about the non-user? 

Group Discussion No.3 
Discussion Leader: Sidney Hahn, Associate Professor, 

Secondary Education, University of Nebraska, Lincoln 

Resource Person: Morel Fry, Assistant for Planning, Evalu
ation, and Monitoring, Nebraska Library Commission, 
Lincoln 

Recorder: Sheila Wall, Lincoln 

By definition, libraries are education institutions but in 
many cases the public must take the initiative in searching 
out this educational help. 

A) Should libraries be more involved with continuing 
education? 

B) Who has the responsibility of providing the illiterate 
with educational opportunities? 

C) What can be done to help the non-English speaking 
person? 

D) Is the public library or the academic library the place 
to provide continuing education programs for adults 
who have completed their formal education? If so, 
what should be provided and how? 

E) At the university level, are the librarians and the 
instructors working together to see that the library 
materials are coordinated with the classroom assign
ments 

F) Should school libraries assume part of the responsibi
lity for the education of the drop-out? 

Group Discussion No.4 
Discussion Leader: Haldo Norman, Sales Representative, 

Encyclopedia Britannica Educational Corporation, 
Lincoln 

Resource Person: Bonnie Bothe, Media Specialist, East High 
School, Lincoln 

Recorder: Hope Weaver, Media Director, Educational Ser
vice Unit No.8, Neligh 

Libraries need to be purchasing more non-book materials 
and doing more programming with these materials. 

A) What does the user want? 
B) The usage of films has greatly increased, how can this 

service be improved? 
C) What types of non-book materials should be provided 

for home usage? 
D) Should libraries be developing audio-visual programs 

related to each community, its past, present, and 
future? 

E) Could better service in areas such as occupational 
training, crafts, or family services be provided through 
the use of non-book materials? 

Group Discussion No.5 
Discussion Leader: Mick Zangari, Coordinator, Communica

tion Services, Extension Division, University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln 

Resource Person: Charles Dalrymple, Director, Lincoln City 
Libraries, Lincoln 

Recorder: Jeanne Seybold, Accountant, Nebraska Library 
Commission, Lincoln 

The financial crisis of libraries relates to such things as old 
facilities and equipment, under qualified staffing, and bud
get cuts coupled with price increases and inability to pro
vide new services. 

A) Public libraries are limited to three mills, county 



libraries at 2 mills. Should libraries be locked into 
this figure? 

B) Funds to institutions of higher education are often 
receiving cuts. 

C) When libraries can not afford to hire professional staff, 
what are the alternatives? Whose responsibility is this? 

D) If more monies are needed to provide adequate library 
service, is the public prepared to back the libraries 
in the drive for more financial support? 

E) What are the priorities in terms of where the available 
monies must be spent? 

F) Libraries are eligible for revenue sharing but, in fact, 
receive very little from this funding source. 

G) Schools must have media centers or libraries but in 
many cases there is not funding to adequately support 
them. 

Group Discussion No.6 
Discussion Leader: Dan Navratil, Principal, Lakeview Elemen

tary School, Lincoln 
Resource Person: Connie Bottolfson, Administrative 

Assistant, Nebraska Library Commission, Lincoln 
Recorder: Louise Shelledy, Editor, Nebraska Library Asso-

ciation Quarterly 

Because of the number of persons using more than one type 
of library, libraries must work together to provide more 
effective library service. 

A) Are libraries spending too much money on materials 
that are duplicated someplace else? 

B) Or are these expenditures necessary because of the 
specific clientele served? 

C) What types of cooperative library programs could be 
initiated to better serve the public? 

D) Would an all-Nebraska library card improve the 
accessibility of materials or does interlibrary loan 
serve this purpose? 

El Much of the public uses private libraries such as 
church and technical libraries, should other libraries 
begin making more advances toward communications 
with these libraries? 

Group Discussion No.7 
Discussion Leader: John McVay, Director, HEP Program, 

Human Resources Research Foundation, University of 
Nebraska, Lincoln 

Resource Person: Margaret Roe, Coordinator, Nebraska 
Library Commission, Lincoln 

Recorder: Gretchen Naugle, Acquisitions Librarian, 
Nebraska Library Commission, Lincoln 

Libraries may be limiting their effectiveness because of out
dated practices. 

A) Are all rules used in libraries necessary or just a part 
of tradition? What would happen if they were elimin
ated? (examples - fines, restricted materials, no talking 
signs) 

B) Often requested things are listening rooms, beverage 
dispensers, and just a more informal atmosphere in 
the library. Do these types of things belong in a 
library? Anything else? 

C) In order to insure that the public receives the most up-

to-date type of library service, should compulsory 
training programs for non-degree librarians be estab
lished? Should librarians be certified in the same way 
as public school teachers? 

Group Discussion No.8 
Discussion Leader: Hal Allen, Director, Communication 

Services, Extension Division, University of Nebraska, lin
coln 

Resource Person: Karen Lusk, Information Specialist, 
Nebraska Library Commission, Lincoln 

Recorder: Helen Quirk, Hastings 

Limited resources continues to be the most mentioned 
problem facing libraries and the citizens who need these 
materials. 

A) If interlibrary loan were used to its greatest capacity, 
would this problem be solved? 

B) If more materials are to be purchased to meet public 
demand, how will the additional funding that is needed 
be obtained? 

C) Are libraries using present funding to obtain the most 
needed and requested materials? Do libraries really 
seek citizen input? 

D) Are legal barriers hampering the exchange of informa
tion? 

Group Discussion No.9 
Discussion Leader: Martin Holland, Turner Grain Company, 

Cairo 
Resource Person: Ron Martin, Director, Calvin T. Ryan 

Library, Kearney State College, Kearney 
Recorder: Shirley Rauscher, Nebraska Union Catalog 

Librarian, Nebraska Library Commission, Lincoln 

Business and labor informational needs are not being ade
quately met. 

A) What are the special informational needs of the busi
ness and labor community? 

B) How can this information be disseminated rapidly? 
C) What kinds of facilities are needed to meet these 

needs? 
D) Do libraries keep the working person from using the 

library because of inadequate hours? 
E) How can the business and labor worlds be best inform

ed about available services? 

Group Discussion No. 10 
Discussion Leader: Denise Pansing, Reading Program 

Teacher, Human Resources Research Foundation, 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln 

Resource Person: Wynn Jacobsen, Director, Columbus Public 
Library, Columbus 

Recorder: Linda Field, Supervisor, Talking Book Dept., 
Nebraska Library Commission, Lincoln 

The general public wants to be more involved in library 
planning. 

A) Most public libraries have some citizen input through 
library boards. What about the other types of libraries? 

B) What type of structure is needed to involve more 
citizens? 



C) How are individual needs determined? 
D) How much power should the public have in deter

mining library policy and procedure? 

Group Discussion No. 11 
Discussion Leader: George Haecker, Architect, Omaha 
Resource Person: Ronald Norman, Director, Kearney Public 

Library, Kearney 
Recorder: Mary Reichel, Educational Specialist, Eugene 

Eppley Library, University of Nebraska, Lincoln 

More time needs to be devoted to planning library buildings 
that meet the communities' future needs. 

A) Besides the direct library functions, what other func
tions should be served by library buildings? 

B) Where should the financial support come from -
local, state, federal? 

C) How can the public be more involved in the planning? 
D) What services does the public want that would demand 

specific structural requirements? 
E) Should library facilities be combined with those of 

other service type agencies? 
F) What are the alternatives to building a new facility 

when such is needed? 

Group Discussion No. 12 
Discussion Leader: Marie Arnot, Coordinator of Community 

Development, Community Resource and Research Center, 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln 

Resource Person: Reta King, Director, Chadron State Col
lege Library, Chadron 

Recorder: Marla Bouton, Director of User Services, Calvin 
T. Ryan Library, Kearney State College, Kearney 

Nebraska is a rural state with geographical distances hamper
ing the dissemination of information. 

A) When a person does not use a library because there is 
no local library, what other types of I ibrary service 
are desirable and economically feasible? Who pays for 
this? 

B) Would better cooperation among different types of 
libraries make information more accessible to the rural 
resident? 

C) Could the publications provided by other organizations 
or agencies serve to inform the rural residents about 
library services? 

D) What can be done to equalize the availability of mat
erials? 

E) At the present time, many rural residents are using 
libraries outside of their tax support base. In fact, 
these persons do not provide tax support to any local, 
county, or regional library. Is this fair? 

Group Discussion No. 13 
Discussion Leader: AI Dittmer, Ombudsman, University 

of Nebraska, Lincoln 
Resource Person: Steve Ooton, Coordinator, Nebraska 

Library Commission, Columbus 
Recorder: Pegeen Bassett, Law Librarian, University of 

Nebraska, Lincoln 

Many levels of government presently assume the responsi -

bility for the different types of libraries. 
A) What powers should the Nebraska Library Commission 

have over local libraries - advisory or governing? 
B) The regulations connected with federal grants for 

libraries restrict cooperative programming. 
C) Should all state programs concerned with library leg

islation be combined? 
D) Most public libraries are presently governed by a board, 

would they be better served if they were managed as 
a city department? 

E) School and public libraries are ~overned by separate 
boards or agencies, even though their tax support 
comes from basically the same source. 

F) Most types of libraries have restrictions on the 
accessibility of their material by the patrons in 
geographical areas. 

G) If libraries continue to be governed in such diverse 
manners, should legislation be written to provide for 
more cooperation and sharing? 

Group Discussion No. 14 
Discussion Leader: Mary Schere, Public Educator, Office of 

Mental Retardation, Department of Public Institutions, 
Lincoln 

Resource Person: Susan Kling, Coordinating Librarian, Pub
lications Clearinghouse, Nebraska Library Commission, 
Lincoln 

Recorder: Marjorie Genung, Director, Sandy Creek Public 
School Libraries, Fairfield 

Many public service agencies, including libraries, offer 
similar services; these services need to be combined or coor
dinated. 

A) How are all state and local public service agencies to 
become more aware of each others services? 

B) Would the exchange of personnel make for more coor
dinated programs? 

C) Is money wasted because of duplication of services? 
D) Who should assume the responsibility for the coordin

ation? 
E) What types of services could be combined? 

Group Discussion No. 15 
Discussion Leader: Don McCurdy, Professor, Secondary 

Education, University of Nebraska, Lincoln 
Resource Person: Eunice Parrish, Media Specialist, Tecumseh 

Public Schools, Tecumseh 
Recorder: Pat Sloan, Federal Documents Librarian, Nebraska 

Library Commission, Lincoln 

Libraries are charged with providing materials for all segments 
of the population. 

A) What can be done to make the library more useful for 
the community? 

B) How are individual needs to be indentified? 
C) What about censorship? 
D) How can the public be urged to state its desires? 
E) Should more services, such as outreach programs, be 

conducted outside the library? 
F)ls lack of training in library techniques the reason many 

people can not effectively use the library? 
G) Is information all the library has to offer? 
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GOVERNOR'S CONFERENCE ON LIBRARY 
SERVICES 

Hilton Hotel, Lincoln April 27 & 28, 1976 

Program 

Tuesday - April 27, 1976 
10:00 a.m. Registration 

1 :00 p.m. Opening Session (Grand Ballroom) 
Presiding: Shirley J. Flack, Con
ference Chairperson 

1:15p.m. 

1 :45 p.m. 

2:10p.m. 

3:15p.m. 

"Libraries and the Citizens" -
Governor J. James Exon 
"The Citizen Challenge" - Alice 
B. Ihrig 
"Your Chance to Speak Out" -
Dixie B. Talbot 
Discussion Groups (Individual 
Meeting Rooms) 
Break (Poolside, Grand Ballroom, 
Fanny's) 

3:45-4:45 p.m. Discussion Groups (Individual 

5:30 
6:30 
7:30 
7:35 

7:45 

Meeting Rooms) 
Cash Bar 
Dinner (Grand Ballroom) 
Acknowledgements 
"Government through Citizen 
Involvement" - Lt. Governor 
Gerald T. Whelan 
"An Anthology of Insignificant 
Incidents of International Signifi-
cance" - Dwight A. Nesmith 
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Wednesday - April 28, 1976 
8:00 a.m. Breakfast (Grand Ballroom) 
9:00 a.m. "Presenting the Challenge" -

Dixie B. Talbot 
9: 15 a.m. Discussion Groups (Individual 

Meeting Rooms) 
10:45 a.m. Break (Coffee available - Poolside, 

Lower Level Foyer, Grand Ball
room, Parlours A & B - from 
9: 15-11 :00) 

11 :00 a.m. "Presenting the Challenge" -
Dixie B. Talbot (Grand Ballroom) 

11 :20 a.m. "Charge to Participants" - Charles 
W. Stelling 

11 :30 a.m. Adjournment 
1 :00-3:00 p.m. Reception (Governor's Mansion) 

CALENDAR -
Metropolitan Library Network 
Workshops on Trusteeship 

April 20, Tues., 7-9p.m., Blair Public Library, 
Blair, Nebraska 

April 23, Fri., 9:30-11 :30a.m., Wahoo Public 
Library, Wahoo, Nebraska 

May 3, Mon., 7-9p.m., Ralston Public Library, 
Ralston, Nebraska 

May 13, Thurs., 6:30 - Dinner (order from menu) 
Dahl's Restaurant, Scribner, Nebraska 

BULK RATE 
U .!? POSTAGE 

PERMIT NO. 212 
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LIBRARY COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS 
ANNOUNCED 

Governor J. James Exon has recently appointed 
two new members to the Nebraska Library Commis
sion. Jack D. Campbell, Lincoln and Gary Parker, 
Bellevue, succeed Mrs. Bennett Martin, Lincoln and 
Robert Holquist, Omaha. Ray E. Lundy, Kearney, 
was reappointed at this time. 

Jack Campbell 

Gary Parker 

Nebraska Library Commission Members - term ends 
Jack D. Campbell, Lincoln June 8, 1978 
Ray E. Lundy, Kearney June 8, 1978 
Clark Nichols, Scottsbluff June 8, 1977 
Gary Parker, Bellevue June 8,1978 
Mrs. Roy Peters, Thedford June 8, 1976 
Mrs. Forrest Swoboda, Norfol k Ju ne 8, 1976 

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK IN BEATRICE 

As part of its 1976 National Library Week celebra
tion the Beatrice Public Library held a public program 
entitled the Heritage of the Beatrice Public Library, 
and an open house on April 7 at the library. Featured 
was a panel of librarians and historians, outlining 
the history and development of the Beatrice library. 
Director Richard Allen served as moderator and 
Mrs. Jean Waddell, Mrs. Mary Beckwith, and Mrs. 
Winifred Workman as panelists. Also highlighting 
the program was a display of World War I Liberty 
Bond posters from the Library's archives and a num
ber of bound, turn-of-the-century periodicals, 
suggestive of life in 1903 when the present library 
building was built. 

The final word on LB 661, proposed legis
lation aimed at transf~rring the Library for 
the Blind and Physically Handicapped from the 
Nebraska Library Commission to Rehabilita
tion Services for the Visually Impaired: After 
lengthy consideration, the Unicameral's 
Government, Military and Veteran's Affairs 
Committee voted to indefinitely postpone 
the bill with the understanding that a study 
resolution would follow. Eight committee 
members voted for postponement. 

The Nebraska Library Commission wishes 
to thank all the interested and concerned 
people of the state who worked with us to 
clarify our position with the committee. In 
the final analysis we consider this in a positive 
light and appreciate the opportunity to 
reevaluate ourselves, our services and our 
goals. 



NCAA PUBLICATIONS 

The Nebraska Library Commission will be dis
continuing the following NCAA series of publica
tions. Regional Libraries not currently receiving 
this or similar material may wish to consider adding 
them to their holdings. Prices vary from $1-$2 each. 

1976 Football rules and Interpretations 
1976 Water Polo Rules 
1976 Read-Easy Football Rules 
1976 Soccer Guide 
1977 Basketball Rules 
1976 NCAA Football Records 
1977 Easy-Read Basketball Rules 
1975-76 Basketball Scores 
1976 Football Guide 
1977 Swimming Guide 
1977 Wrestling Guide 
1977 Ice Hockey Guide 
1977 Basketball Guide 
Official Basketball Scorebook 

==-="'"""'~m,];:Ski i IIg Ra te'~===~=-
1977 Track & Field Guide 
1977 Baseball Ru les 

National Collegiate Athletic Association 
available from: 

NCAA Publishing Service 
P.O. Box 1906 
Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66222 

LIBRARY COMMISSION DIRECTORSHIP 

In March, 1976, the Commission Board accepted 
the resignation of the Director of the Nebraska 
Library Commission, effective when a replacement 
is hired, and began recruiting activities for this posi
tion. A sufficient number of applications have been 
received to now begin the screening process. Appli
cations will be reviewed by the Board beginning 
May 14, 1976, and we would like to encourage 
interested persons in the state to offer suggestions 
or comments concerning this vital position. Direct 
your comments to: 
Mrs. Roy F. Peters, Box 193, Thedford, NE 69166. 

Nebraska Library Commission Board 

NEBRASKA: A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 

... is a day long program planned to give Nebraskans 
an opportunity to rediscover their heritage by 
involving 150 Nebraskans in a sharing experience; 
inviting them to think in new ways about Nebraska 
history. 

The program is open to all who are interested in 
Nebraska history: local historians, educators, mem
bers of local historical societies, students, and 
interested adults from all parts of Nebraska. 
Speakers include Roger Welsch, Associate Professor 
of English, UN-L; Neal Copple, Director, School 
of Journalism, UN-L; Dr. Robert Manley, Selection 
Research, Inc., Lincoln; and Dr. Frederic Luebke, 
Professor of History, UN-L. 

It will be held May 22, 1976,9:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
at the Nebraska Center for Continuing Education, 
UN-L East Campus. Registration is $12.50. 
The program is sponsored by The University of 
Nebraska E ens' n Di 's' SUN (State'uwJ::L:>u..y..=,..-
of Nebraska), The Department of History, UN-L, 
and the Nebraska State Historical Society. 

For more information contact Chuck Havlicek, 
Program Coordinator, Nebraska Center for Contin
uing Education, 33rd and Holdrege Streets, Lincoln, 
NE 68583, (402) 472-2844. 
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The Governor's 
Conference: 
A Working and 
Thinking 

o=GonfereM&-~=--=.:;=~~ 
Above, left: Shirley Flack, Con
ference Chairwoman, and Charles 
Stelling, Follow-up Committee 
Chairman. 
Left: Dixie Talbot pores over 
two days-worth of notes from 
15 groups to come up with a 
split-second summary. 
Below, left: Exhibits included a 
simulated elementary school 
media center. 
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ON TOUR: 
SMITHSONIAN TOURS TAKE BICENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION ACROSS AMERICA 

The rich and diverse cultural heritage of America 
will be celebrated this summer at the tenth annual 
Festival of American Folklife in Washington, D.C. 
Folk performers from around the world will join 
their American counterparts in a sharing of music, 
dance, food and crafts traditions. As a major 
national outreach program of the Smithsonian 
Institution and the American Revolution Bicenten
nial Administration, On Tour extends the festival 
experience across the U.S. 

The program On Tour enables cities and towns 
with a strong interest in their enthnic heritage to 
participate in a national Bicentennial program on 
the local level. Ethnic community groups, bicen
tennial committees, arts councils, libraries, parks 
and recreation departments, museums and univer
sities work together to plan for each On Tour 
engagement. Local libraries can playa part in 
increasing their community's awareness about par
ticipation in the program with exhibits on ethnicity, 
poster contests and other promotional activity. 

The tours are organized in two programs: "Old 
Ways in the New World" and "African Diaspora." 
Events may include a welcoming reception, an 
informal gathering, a formal public concert and 
workshops in which visitors can participate. 

For further information or for photos, films or 
slide/tape presentations which are available on 
request, write On Tour, Division of Performing 
Arts, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 
20560. 

JOBLINE 

Librarian for Public Services, Library Services 
Division, Boys Town Center for the Study of Youth 
Development, Omaha, Nebraska. Duties include 
responding to reference requests; conducting 
literature searches, including on-line searches; 
supervision of interlibrary loan services, and super-

vision of circulation processes. M.L.S. required. 
Background in the social sciences and minimum 
one year experience in reference preferred. Salary: 
$10,000-$14,000. Deadline for applying: July 1, 
1976. Send resume with three references to: 
Rebecca Dixon, Director 
Library Services Division 
Boys Town Center for the Study of Youth Develop

ment 
11414 West Center Road, Suite 210 
Omaha, Nebraska 68144 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON HANDICAPPED 
INDIVIDUALS 

The White House Conference on Handicapped 
I ndividuals has been set for December, 1976. The 
White House Conference, established by Public 
Law 93-516, was signed into law by President Ford 
on December 6, 1974. Before the national meeting, 
a series of State conferences will be held to assist 
in determining the agenda and priorities of the 
national meeting. The Act authorized a grant of up 
to $25,000 for each State and territory for this 
conference. In addition, $2 million is authorized 
for the national conference. 

The Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare 
has appointed a 28 member National Planning and 
Advisory Council to the conference. Council 
members include nationally known educators, 
rehabilitation specialists, medical personnel, social 
workers, government officials, families of handicapped 
individuals and consumers. 

The mission of the conference is to: 1) Stimulate 
a national assessment of problems faced by individ
uals with physical or mental handicaps; 2) Generate 
a national awareness of those problems; 3) Develop 
recommendations for legislative and administrative 
actions to allow individuals with handicaps to live 
their lives independently, with dignity, and with 
integration into community life. 

Conference topics include health, educational, 
social, economic, and special concerns. 



NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
FILMS 

The Division of Rehabilitation Services of the 
Department of Education has deposited with the 
Nebraska Library Commission fifteen films. 
These films are available for circulation from the 
Nebraska Film Service through the normal TWX 
Interlibrary Loan channels. All these are educational, 
informative films designed for adult viewers. 

2378 America's Untapped Assets, b & w, 14 min., 
1953, Rehabilitation and employment of 
physically handicapped. 

3266 Biggest Bridge in Action, b & w, 28 min., 
1959, Employment and usefulness of physi
cally handicapped. 

3264 Comeback, color, 25 min., 1951, Rehabili
tation of handicapped to be employable. 

0445 Fragile Egos, color, 35 min., 1969, Rehab
ilitation of a mentally ill woman. 

3270 Good People, coror, "30 min., lB70, Useful 
employment of physically handicapped by 
industry. 

2373 Help on Wheels, color, 15 min., n.d., University 
of Nebraska sponsored Mobile Unit traveling 
in Nebraska helping the physically handicapped 
and their communities in planning and devel
oping aids for the handicapped. 

3262 Help Wanted, color, 26 min., 1961, Role of 
vocational rehabilitation and role of counselor 
in working with mental patients. 

3267 Hope and Promise, color, 25 min., 1966, 
Explains rehabilitation process. 

2376 Investment in Human Welfare, color, 22 min., 
1951, Retraining physically handicapped 
individuals for new jobs. 

2377 Jobs Well Done color, 20 min., 1968, Govern
ment job employment of mentally retarded. 

0446 New Beginning, b & w, 40 min., 1952, Rehab
ilitation of an injured minor. 

2375 Opportunities Unlimited, b & w, 14 min., 
1953, Vocational rehabilitation of physically 
handicapped. 

2380 Selling One Guy Named Larry, b & w, 17 min., 
1965, Employment of mentally retarded. 

0447 Supervision in Vocational Rehabilitation 

Counseling, color, 51 min., 1966, Especially 
for students and trainees in vocational 
rehabilitation counseling. 

3263 To Live Again, color, 29 min., 1970, History 
and attitudes toward the development of 
vocational rehabilitation. 

CALENDAR 
May 18, 19 
State Advisory Council on Libraries 
Kearney 

"WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?" 

Now that the Governor's Conference is over, the 
information has been gathered, and people have 
had their say: What next? 

The Nebraska Governor's Conference on Library 
Services was a working conference but the work is 
not over. As chairman of the Follow-up Committee, 
Charles Stelling, Director, Wayne State College 
Library, is responsible for setting up follow-up 
meetings all over the state where specific problems 
and solutions brought out at the Conference will 
be made public. 

The committee expects to hold at least one 
meeting for the general public in each network. 
In addition the committee plans to work through 
the Nebraska State Education Association regional 
meetings, the Nebraska Library Association fall 
convention and Media Family Affairs meetings in 
order to make the Conference results available to 
the library community. 

The official results of the Conference are not 
yet available but everyone who attended will 
agree that his/her role, whether as citizen, librarian, 
or trustee, with respect to the future of libraries 
was clarified and strengthened at the Governor's 
Conference. Charles Stelling put it this way: 

"Our charge is to disseminate information about 
this conference, formally and informally; each of 
us needs to do some "politicking" with local, state 
and federal officials and work for funding to im
prove library service." 



nlc 
CORRECTION - AGAIN 

RE: HUD's Neighborhood Assistance Program, 
authorized by the Community Development Act 
under which libraries in towns under 10,000 popu
lation may be eligible for federal aid for building 
(see Overtones, vol. 3, no. 12). We continue to 
receive updated information on the sponsoring 
agency, apparently due to administrative changes, 
A new address: Omaha Area Office 

Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 

Univac Building 
7100 West Center Road 
Omaha, NE 68106 

This program is open to applicants each year 
from November to February. It is too late for this 
year but those interested should begin making 
inquiries in the fall. 

FOCUS ON NEBRASKA 

A photographic essay, "Focus on Nebraska," by 
James Denney, writer-photographer for the Omaha 
World-Herald Sunday Midlands Magazine is 
available from the Stuhr Museum for loan within 
Nebraska during 1976. There is no exhibit fee but 
the borrowing institution is asked to be responsible 
for picking up and returning the exhibit. The exhibit 
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will be packed in 3 crates and loads easily into a 
station wagon. For information and scheduling 
write: 

Kent M. Bush 
Exhibits Director, 
Stuhr Museum 
Rt. 2, Box 24 
Grand Island, NE 68801 

VIETNAMESE EDUCATION INFO 

If there are Vietnamese refugees in your commu
nity, you may be interested in a recent addition to 
the Nebraska Library Commission's collection. The 
Bilingual Education Service Center, Arlington 
Heights, III i nois, has sent us two packets of 
materials free on request. The materials were pre
pared for teachers of Vietnamese students, primarily, 
and have been assembled from various agencies in 
different parts of the country. They cover such 
diverse subjects as: working with Vietnamese 
children and youth, bridging the Asian language 
and cultural gap, differences in value orientation 
between the American and Vietnamese people, 
teaching English to Vietnamese, and other related 
topics. If you would like to examine these materials, 
ask for the Bilingual Education Service Center's 
packets of materials for teachers of Vietnamese, 
and the Indochinese Refugee Education Guides. 
(371.97 Bq) 
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RED LETTER DAY - By J. Alexi Shuman 

On May 20,1976, NEBASE became a reality. 
Letters of intent for inclusion in NEBASE Network 
were signed by the library directors of Nebraska 
Wesleyan, Kearney State College, Chadron State 
College, Wayne State College, Doane College, 
Union College, the University of Nebraska at lin
coln, Concordia Teachers College, Hastings College, 
and the Nebraska Library Commission. I nits 
developmental stage NEBASE will act as the broker 
so that member libraries can use the Ohio College 
Library Center (OCLC). 

The NEBASE Network is headquartered at N LC. 
This network.serves as the clearinghouse for the 
member libraries. Services include contract nego
tiation, pre-installation planning, help with profile 
planning, training, trouble shooting, billing, 
dissemination of information, evaluation studies, 
overall coordination, and long range planning. 

Each member library contractually agrees to 
explore ways of cooperation. A number of these 
libraries have indicated a desire to offer sub-contracts 
to small local units which themselves could not 
purchase an OCLC terminal. 

The establishment of NEBASE offers a number 
of advantages - a tool for further sharing of resources, 
the potential of reducing costs, but most of all it 
will serve to make resources and services available 
as broadly as possible to the library community. 

In addition to the libraries listed, several others 
have indicated plans to join within the coming 
year or two. Anyone else interested is urged to 
write for information. The Coordinator of NEBASE 
will be Ms. J. Alexi Shuman, at the Commission 
Headquarters: contact her by mail or by telephone 
(471-2045) . 

OC LC - An Overview 

The OCLC system at the present time can 
basically be described as a cooperative on-line 
shared cataloging system. At a large computer 
facility located at OCLC headquarters in Columbus, 
Ohio is a data base containing some 2,000,000 
cataloging records for monographs. These records 
contain both LC MARC records and records input 
by OCLC users. Each local OCLC user has direct 
access to th is data base th rough a cathode ray (C RT) 
tube terminal connected via telephone lines to the 
OCLC computers. To catalog a book, the user will key 
a quiry such as author/title, LC card number or ISBN at 
the terminal. The system will then display on the CRT 
screen the cecords wh ich match the entry. I f there 
is an appropriate match, the user, after keying in 
local modifications to the record, will key a com-
mand to OCLC to print catalog cards. Subsequently, 
the OCLC computers at Columbus will produce 
catalog cards which will be mailed to the local user. 
I f there is no record in the data base wh ich matches 
the item in question, the local library will then 
catalog the book locally. To obtain catalog cards 

Continued page 2. 

Allie Beth Martin, President of the Ameri
can Library Association and a major figure in 
the library profession, died April 11 of cancer 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

Mrs. Martin served as director of the Tulsa 
City-County Library System, president of the 
Arkansas, Oklahoma and Southwest Library 
Associations and was a frequent contributor to 
the I ibrary press. She has been described as 
one of the most dynamic and influential 
librarians in our nation's history. 



RED LETTER DAY Continued from page 1. 

Peggy Smith, Doane College, left; and G.A. 
Rudolph, Dean, UN-L Libraries. 

FROM THE DIRECTOR: 

The action taken on May 20/ 1976 to establish 
NEBASE, Nebraska Base OCLC Network, is 
consistent with the forward looking, cooperative, 
efforts of the libraries of Nebraska, in conjunction 
with the Nebraska Library Commission, in meeting 
informational needs of the state/s citizens. Some 
37 years ago a similar effort, again with federal 
demonstration funds (WPA in 1939), resulted in 
the Nebraska Union Catalog. The Union Catalog has 
grown in strength and in participating libraries over 
the years and has functioned effeciently within its 
scope. The availability of computer technology 
for making library information more accessible, has 
become a challenge to be met in 1976. Participating 
libraries serving as charter members are now pre
paring studies to make their gain that of other 
libraries in their areas as well. Such cooperative 
efforts as centralized acquisition, cataloging, inter
library loans, etc. will become feasible to a large 
audience. 

eft-:-"A ex, uman, N CC';Reta mg, Cll-a-ro-n...",......,~ 
The Nebraska Union Catalog will remain an 

important tool and become a base for the develop
ment of an archival tape that will become a common 
tool for every library and for every library user. 

State College; and Vivian Peterson, Concordia 
Teachers College. 

from OCLC, the library must then input the catalog 
data at the terminal. Through this input process, 
another catalog record will have been added to the 
OCLC data base. The three libraries in Nebraska 
that presently use OCLC (UNL, KSC, and NLC) 
report that between 90% to 95% of the materials 
they purchase can be found on the OCLC data base.' 

In addition to the cataloging features of OCLC, 
it also provides searching capabilities, help in 
reclassification and conversion projects, and pro
duction of accessions I ists. At the present time, a 
serials check-in system is being readied for operation. 
Services under development or study include 
cataloging and card production for non-book for
mats and serials, acquisitions control, interlibrary 
loan, subject access to OCLC data base, and serials, 
claiming and binding control. A circulation control 
system is in the long range plans.2 

1 ALA, Library Technology Reports, The OCLC System, January 
1976, p . 13. 

2 Ibid, p. 21. 

Jane P. Geske, Director 
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THE HUMAN LANDSCAPE 

A second exhibition for the blind and visually 
impaired, patterned after last year's "The Quality 
of Touch," in which sculpture is seen through 
gentle touching, will be presented in nine locations 
throughout Nebraska in 1976. 

The exhibit, titled "The Human Landscape," 
was organized by the University of Nebraska
Lincoln Art Galleries and includes sculpture by 
Gaston Lachaise, Ethel Myers and Michael Lekakis. 

Sponsored by the Sheldon Art Gallery, Nebraska 
Art Association, The Nebraska Library Commission, 
State Rehabilitation Services for the Visually 
Impaired, Mary Riepma Ross and First National 
Lincoln, this statewide traveling exhibition is made 
possible by a grant from the Nebraska Arts Council. 

The exhibit has already traveled to the First 
National Bank in Lincoln and the Bellevue Public 
Library. From there it goes to: 

Edith Abbott Memorial Library, Grand Island, 
May 8 - June 3 

Holdrege Public Library, June 5 - July 1 
McCook Public Library, July 3 - July 29 
North Platte Public Library, July 31 - August 26 
Kimball Public Library, August 28 - September 23 
Scottsbluff Public Library, September 25 - Octo-

ber 21 
Valentine Public Library, October 23 - November 

18 
Morton-James City Library, Nebraska City, 

November 20 - December 16. 

LIBRARY COMMISSION STUDY 

Mr. Frank Hemphill has been selected by the 
Commission Board to conduct a study of the Nebras
ka Library Commission. He is a 'native' Nebraskan 
and was employed by the Library Commission while 
attending the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He 
graduated from Rutgers University Library School 
and his thesis was titled The Nebraska Public Library 
Commission; A survey of its Operations, drafted in 
1960. 

Mr. Hemphill is an experienced library consultant 
and we feel fortunate that his interest in the Library 
Commission and Nebraska libraries prompted him to 
accept our offer. 

Nebraska Library Commission Board Chairperson 
Martha Peters with Hemphill at Commission meeting. 

We would like to encourage statewide participation 
and input. Direct suggestions or comments you may 
have to Mr. Hemphill, c!o Baltimore County Library, 
Towson, Maryland 21204. 

Library Commission Board 

JOBLINE 
Immediate opening: Recruiting Librarian 

III, Coordinating Librarian, General Processes! 
Services Department, Nebraska Library Com
mission. Position includes supervision of 
division responsible for reference, Union 
Catalog, Nebraska Film Service, acquisitions, 
cataloging, etc. Minimum qualifications: 
Masters degree in library science plus three 
years related work experience. Must have know
ledge of automated library systems. Salary 
range: $11,916 min. - $16,500 max. Apply to: 
Jane Geske, Director, Nebraska Library 
Commission, 1420 P, Lincoln, NE 68508. 



nlc 
MOVING ON, MOVING IN 

We have had to say good-bye to two liked and 
respected co-workers: Brenda Clark, State Documents 
Librarian and Nancy Noha, Assistant Librarian, 
Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped 
(LBPH), have recently resigned their N LC posts. 

Karen Lusk, formerly I nformation Analyst, 
General Processes/Services Department (GP/S) has 

been selected as the new State Documents Librarian. 
LBPH Talking Book Librarian Linda Field has been 
selected as the new Assistant LBPH Librarian. 

Kay Fye has asked for a demotion to return to 
the I nformation Analyst's position (GP/S) being 
vacated by Karen Lusk. 

We welcome to our staff Mary Louise Dutcher, 
who has been selected for the position of Talking 
Book Librarian, effective June 1. 

Kay Fye Linda Field Karen Lusk 
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TASK FORCE ON LIBRARY SERVICES TO THE 
HANDICAPPED 

The State Advisory Council on Library Services, 
through Mr. Chuck Stelling, Chairperson, Wayne 
State College Library, has appointed a task force on 
library services to the handicapped. The task force 
is being chaired by a State Advisory Council 
Member, Dr. Edward LaCrosse, Boys Town Insti 
tute for Communication Disorders in Children . 
The task force will seek citizen involvement in 
order to advise the State Advisory Council and the 
Nebraska Library Commission on the specialized 
library service needs of the handicapped whether 
blind, deaf, mentally retarded, physically handicap
ped, or disabled through aging or crippling diseases. 

The staff liaison person for Dr. laCrosse is Mrs. 
Richard A. Heim,Metropolitan library Network 
Coordinator, and Interim Associate Director for 
Specialized Library Services. 

A letter will go to individuals and to the various 
involved organizations seeking names of persons 
who are willing to participate, consider the total 
problem, and assist in recommending action 
through specifics and steps in a five year plan under 
the Library Services and Construction Act. I n the 

meantime the task force welcomes comments and 
suggestions. These should go to: 

Dr. Edward LaCrosse 
Boy's Town Institute 
Suite 133 
8401 West Dodge Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 68114 

FROM THE DIRECTOR: 

The Nebraska Library Commission announces the 
appointment of John L. Kopischke as the new 
Director of the Nebraska Library Commission. The 
starting date for his appointment has not yet been 
determ i ned. 

The new appointee is presently Director of the 
Bureau for Reference and Loan Services of the 
Wisconsin Division of Library Services in Madison, 
Wisconsin; a position he has held since 1976. The 
Bureau's program has included the development 
and nurturing of a statewide interlibrary loan net
work and teletype network with experiments in 
other communication methods; the restructuring of 
services to the blind and physically handicapped; 
expanding services to the state institutions, parti
cularly the correctional institutions; attempting to 
bring bibliographic control to the film resources of 
all state government agencies; promoting use of non
print materials, especially video, in public library 
programming; etc. In 1974, the Bureau, and especially 
its Director, received the Wisconsin Library Asso
ciation Library of the Year Award. His activities 
in the professional library association in Wisconsin 
have been many and varied. 

Many librarians and trustees will remember John 
well as Director of the Scottsbluff Public Library, 
from 1963 to 1967, and as President of the Nebras
ka Library Association in 1966. Earlier experiences 

Continued page 2. 



FROM THE DIRECTOR Continued. 

include five years in England supervising school 
library services. Duty stations were in Chateuroux, 
France; Tripoli, Libya; and Terceira, Azores. His 
undergraduate and graduate education has been at 
the University of Wisconsin where he earned his 
B.A. in the College of Letters and Science with a 
major in English in 1951 and his M.A. in Library 
Science in 1959. He participated in a Library 
Management Seminar at Miami University of Ohio 
in 1971 and in a Library Systems Management 
Seminar at the University of Denver in 1974. 

He is married to the former Nancy Applegate 
from Torrington, Wyoming. They were married in 
Tripoli, Libya, where she held a similar appoint
ment. They have two daughters and four sons 
between the ages of seven and fifteen . 

The Commission takes pleasure in welcoming 
John and his family back to Nebraska. He has 
watched library developments in Nebraska with 

een Interest an consl ers t e new position a ine 
challenge. The staff is worthy of that challenge as 
are all of the libraries of the state. 

Jane Geske, Director 

STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON 
LIBRARY SERVICE 

The State Advisory Council on Libraries met 
May 18-19, 1976, at Kearney for the purpose of 
continuing planning activities for the update' of 
Nebraska's Long Range Plan for Library Services. 
The Council meeting included a review of the 
Governor's Conference on Library Services and 
research concerning priority groups identified 
under the Library Services and Construction Act 
(disadvantaged persons). Charles Stelling, President 
of the State Advisory Council, presented informa
tion concerning the planning activities of the post
secondary educational library directors. Copies of 
the planning document developed by post-secondary 
library directors was available at the meeting for 
review and consideration in updating the Long 

Range Plan under the Library Services and Construc
tion Act. 

The Council developed recommendations for use 
by the Commission in preparing a revised draft of 
the Long Range Plan to be further considered by 
the Council later this summer. The Council also 
discussed procedures for network project funding 
and recommended that October 1 be set as the 
deadline for submission of completed project 
applications. Guidelines will be distributed by the 
Library Commission which will set forth budgeted 
amounts for project funding and procedures for 
submitting grant requests. 

The Cou nci I set a tentative date for the next 
Council meeting in July. 

By Rod Wagner, Deputy Director 

GREAT DECISIONS '76 

Copies of Great Decisions '16, a 96-page booklet 
compi e y t e orelgn 0 ICY ssoclatlon, are 
avai lable from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Extension Division. 

Topics included in this year's booklet are: 
1. Arabs vs. Israelis: What Price Lasting Peace 

in the Middle East? 
2. Our Mediterranean Commitments : What 

Priorities? What Prospects? 
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3. Latin America and the U.S.: A New Rela
tionship to Fit New Realities? 

4. Asia After the Vietnam War : What Role for 
the U.S.? 

5. The American Dream Among Nations: What 
Impact? What Future? 

6. The U.S. in the World Economy : Toward 
Cooperation or Conflict? 

7. India: Can Poverty Be Overcome and 
Democracy Revive? 

8. Rethinking U.S. Foreign Policy : How Should 
Our Power Be Used? 

Each topic includes discussion questions and 
suggested readings. The cost of the booklet is $4.40 
per copy. For further information contact: Orvid 
Owens, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 156 Nebras
ka Center for Continuing Education, Lincoln, NE 
68583. 

-- 1= 

CALENDAR 

Saturday, June 26 
Regional Library Education Program 
Kansas City, Missouri 

UNMC LIBRARY OF MEDICINE ANNOUNCES 
USER FEE 

Effective July 1/1976/ the University of 
Nebraska Library of Medicine will assess a service 
charge of $1.00 for each document delivered to a 
library or individual outside the university commu
nity and its affiliated Omaha hospitals. 

In the past document deliveries of this type have 
been fully funded by the National Library of Medi
cine under the Regional Medical Library program. 
The national library is unable to continue full sup
port/ but will provide a partial subsidy if a service 
fee is charged to help recover part of the costs of 
the service. 

Libraries outside the University and its local 
affiliates will be charged the document fee of $1.00 
as wi II outstate health practitioners who borrow 
directly from the Library of Medicine. The same 
fee will apply to all borrowers from states other 
than Nebraska. 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY 

If you open your mailbox one morning this 
summer and find an unexpected copy of Mothers 
of Achievement 1776-1976, don/t send it back -
it's no mistake. The Nebraska Bicentennial 
Committee of the American Mothers Association 
will be distributing the book, published by the 
American Mothers Association, to sixty Nebraska 
libraries this summer. 

John Schere, N LC Associate Director, accepted 
the gifts in behalf of the Nebraska Libraries at an 
American Mothers Association luncheon in Lincoln, 
June 2. Copies of the book were also presented to 
Governor J. James Exon and the Nebraska State 
Historical Society. The books should be distributed 
by September / 1976. 

LSCA GRANTS: 1974/75 (FY 1975) FUNDS 
Part of a series: Central Network, 
Mail-a-Book Project 33 Week Report 

Mail-A-Book for Central Nebraska began Septem
ber 15/ 1975. The Public Library System in Holdrege 
with the cooperation of the American Companies 
in Topeka, Kansas, the Central Library Network, 
and the Regional Libraries have prepared a catalog 
of paperback books which are available for check
out by mail. The catalog was mailed to boxholders 
on rural routes in Dawson, Franklin, Gosper, 
Hamilton, Howard, Merrick, Nuckolls and Webster 
Counties. The service may be used by all persons 
residing in the households that received catalogs 
provided they live within the above counties and 
not in a city with a library meeting minimum 
library services. Requests for books are mailed to 
the library and the books requested are shipped 
back and forth between the I ibrary and the patron 
by mail. All costs of mailing are paid by the library. 

The Mail-A-Book Service is a test project which 
was made possible through the Library Services and 
Construction Act . 

Of the 19/193 items circulated from September 
1975-ApriI1976, 91% have been adult reading and 
9% have been juvenile reading. Estimated cost per 
copy ci rcu lated is 68 cents. 

Continued on page 4. 
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LSCA GRANTS Continued 

Besides the catalog which lists 800 titles, three 
supplements are also sent out every year to each 
user. Each supplement lists 100 new titles. 

Paperback book mai I order I ibraries were success
fully tried in the United States as early as 1968 and 
the idea has gained popularity ever since, mainly 
because of the good selection of popular titles 
available in the low-priced paperback book format. 

The increased cost of books and of operating 
libraries, together with growing demand for library 
service by all segments of the population, 
including rural families, brought about the Mail-

MAl L-A-BOOK PROJECT 
33 WEEK REPORT 
SEPTEMBER 22, 1975 - MAY 7,1976 

County Counties by Population 
Population Served 

Gasper 1 1,577 
Webster 2 2,763 
Fran k lin 3 3,363 
Nuckolls 4 3,879 
Merrick 5 4,694 
Howard 6 4,781 
Hamilton 7 5,687 
Dawson 8 6,008 

32,752 
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A-Book experiment in Central Nebraska. Mail-A
Book service fi lis the demand and does so at cost 
levels that can be met by the libraries. 

Cathy Hamilton, who is in charge of Mail-A-Book 
at the Holdrege Library, is presently surveying users 
of the service to find out how they like the service. 
Anyone wishing additional information or statistics 
on Mail-A-Book contact Cathy Hamilton, Mail-A
Book, Public Library System, 604 East Avenue, 
Holdrege, Nebraska 68949. Meanwhile, rural users 
are finding happiness in their mailboxes. 
See chart below 

By Jerry Kaup, Director 
Holdrege Public Library 

Adult Juvenile Total 
Circulation Circulation Circulation 

717 36 753 
2,303 197 2,500 
1,522 80 1,602 
2,191 168 2,359 
2.955 273 3,228 
2,410 293 2,703 
2,544 403 2,947 
2,782 319 3,101 

17,424 1,769 19,193 

% of 
Circulation 

3.9 
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16.2 
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HOUSE ACTION ON LIBRARY PROGRAMS 

On June 8, the House Appropriations Committee 
reported out the FY 1977 appropriations bill for 
the Department of Labor and Health, Education, 
and Welfare (HR 14232, H. Rept. 94-1219). 

As reported from committee, HR 14232 would 
provide $56,749,000 for the Library Services and 
Construction Act ($53,900,000 for Title I, and 
$2,849,000 for Title III). This is $5 million above 
present fund ing for LSCA (currently $49,155,000 
for Title I and $2,549,000 for Title III). For 
school libraries and learning resources authorized 
by Title IV-B of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act, HR 14232 would provide 
$147,330,000 in forward funding for FY 1978, 
exactly the same as 1977 funding for this program. 
The National Comm ission on Libraries and I nforma
tion Science wou Id receive its fu II budget request of 
$517,000 aswould the National Library of 
Medicine and the Medical Library AssistanGe Act 
($27,234,000 for NLM and $8 million for MLAA), 
an increase of $4,602,000 for the medical library 
over this year, and an increase of $49,000 for NCLIS. 

Several appropriations committee members have 
voiced objections to the bill and can be expected 
to offer an amendment to cut back funds for educa
tion and library programs during House debate on the 
measure. 

Action needed: Contact your Representative and 
urge him/her to oppose any floor amendments 
that may be offered to cut back funds for these 
vital programs. The funding levels recommended 
for library programs in the Labor-HEW appropriations 
bill reported by the House Appropriations Commit
tee are bare-bones amounts that do not reflect the 
great erosion of the library dollar's buying power. 
Actually, even more funds are needed to maintain 

last year's program levels. Any cuts will be crippling, 
to say the least. It is extremely important that you 
take this action now. 

JOINT INTERLIBRARY EXPENSE AGREEMENT 

The following was agreed on by the directors of 
regional TWX libraries at their meeting in Lincoln, 
June11: 

The intent of this agreement is to minimize the 
number of cash transactions between regional 
libraries for costs accrued in interlibrary loan and 
photocopying services. The agreement is open to 
any library, but is intended primarily to affect 
those libraries with-relatively eqtJal demands on 
each other. 

1. The borrowing library should be prepared to 
assume any costs charged by the lending library. 
If the charges are more than nominal, the lending 
library will inform the requesting library and 
obtain authorization to proceed with the transac
tion. Borrowing libraries should attempt to 
anticipate charges and authorize them on the 
initial request. 

2. In the interests of efficiency the lending libraries 
agree to absorb nominal costs for: 
a. postage; 
b. photocopying at 10 cents per sheet up to anq 
including one dollar; 
c. insurance charges if insured by the lending 
library. 

3. Bi-Iateral agreements between libraries with 
approximately equal exchange may be made to 
eliminate charges altogether. Requests for exces
sive amounts of photocopy should be discouraged 
even when paid for at ten cents per page. 

4. No handling charges are to be assessed. 

--
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SCHOOL/LIBRARY 
MEDIA PROGRAMS 

By 
Mrs. Clara Thoren Rottmann 
Director of Media Services 
Lincoln Public Schools 

Lifelong learning is deeply rooted in the school 
teaching-learning activities supported by print and 
nonprint materials housed in school library/media 
centers. These activities represent the primary 
access point to which learners come to find recorded 
knowledge and to find a human contact, a librarian/ 
media specialist, to share in the building of informa
tion behavior for the future. 

For example, in public schools a librarian/media 
specialist who knows his or her collection,is the 
human contact needed to complete the inquiry 
cycle for [118 learner. ThTougll the inquiTVPfUi 
the teacher in the classroom motivates the learner to 
think, the result of which brings personal questions 
to the learner's mind. Quite often these questions 
can be answered quickly by the librarian/media spec
ialist and the learner working together in information 
retrieval. Through reading, listening, viewing, and 
discussion, a frame of reference is built. In this 
manner the learner is placed in communication 
with other people, cultures, and times, and has access 
to information, ideas, and feelings which recognize 
no limits to learning. 

The library/media center team - professional, 
paraprofessional, technical, and clerical staff mem
bers - can provide the teaching-learning environment 
conducive to self-discovery, inquiry, and self
direction - all key elements in lifelong learning. 

BISHOP RECEIVES HONOR 

David Bishop, Director, Library of Medicine, 
University of Nebraska Medical Center, has received 
the honor of being asked to deliver the prestigious 
Janet Doe Lecture at the Medical Library Asso-

ciation's 75th annual meeting in Minneapolis in 
this month. 

Bishop is also Director of the Midcontinental 
Regional Medical Library Program, has served on 
the Medical Library Association Board of Directors 
and has chaired' various committees. His career has 
taken him from UCLA to the University of Ari
zona (where he was named Librarian of the Year by 
the Arizona Library Association, 1971), McGill 
University in his native Canada, to his present 
position at the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center Library of Medicine. 

QUOTABLE QUOTES 

... "The feeling of today's professionally trained 
librarian IS that he or she does not exist as a custo
dian of materials but as a facilitator for their use ... 
Today, a librarian tries to be flexible rather than 
rigid and, guided by the saying to the effect that if 
t e mountain wITrilOt come 0 uhamme then~--:=---",,,,,,;01 

Muhammed will have to come to the mountain, is 
ready to go outside the library building with ser-
vices and resources." 

- from an article by Ron Norman, 
Director, Kearney Public Library, published in the 
Nebraska Municipal Review. 
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KOPISCHKE'S ARRIVAL SET 

John Kopischke, recently appointed Director of 
the Nebraska Library Commission, has made arrange
ments to move to Nebraska and take up his duties 
as Director in mid-August (tentatively August 9). 

Kopischke is currently Director of the Bureau 
for Reference and Loan Services of the Wisconsin 
Division of Library Services in Madison, Wisconsin; 
a position he has held since 1967 (not 1976 as 
stated in the last Overtones, vol. 3, no. 20). 

FI LMS WITHDRAWN 

The following films have been withdrawn from 
the 1975 Nebraska Film Service Catalog: 

Adult Education and 
the Public Library 

Africans All 
.American Teacher 
Are You Ready for 

Marriage 
Argentina, People of 

Pampa 
Beginnings 
Berlin - Outpost of 

Freedom 
The Book 
Carpet Under Every 

Classroom 
Caution, Danger 

Ahead 
Challenge 
Challenge of Change 
Charles Darden, 

Conductor 
Discovery of Anesthesia 
Discovery of Radium 
The Fifth Freedom 
Fifth Symphony, First 

Movement 
Freedom to Learn 
Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears 
Harry Emerson Fosdick 

House of Mercy 
How to Conduct a 

Discussion 
TILe Impressionable Years 
I nternational System of 

Units 
Japan and Democracy 
Jawaharlal Nehru 
Living City 
Living Insurance 
Magic Number 
Major Religions of the 

World 
Man in the Middle: 

State Legislator (Parts 
I and II) 

Men of Medicine 
Middle East (Julien 

Bryan) 
Mr. and Mrs. Robin's 

Family 
Monkey Who Would 

Be King 
Nationalism 
Overture 
Pablo Casals 
The Panama Canal 
Paul Bunyan and the 

Blue Ox 

Poland and the Soviet 
Power 

Political Parties 
The Population 

Explosion 
Pressure Groups 
Puss in Boots 
Robert Frost 
Story of Palomar 
Supreme Court 

Tanglewood 
Water: Life of the West 
World Affairs Are Your 

Affairs 
World Trade for Better 

Living 
Mike Mulligan and his 

Steam Shovel 
Sleeping Beauty 

Next issue we plan to publish a listing of new 
films available, that are not in the catalog. 

LIBRARY SERVICES TO CHILDREN STUDIED 

The Nebraska Library Commission participated 
in the Dissertation Research Project of Esther R. 
Dyer, Columbia University, in recent weeks. A 
microfiche copy of the findings on "the probable 
and desirable alternatives for library services to 
children in the next 15 years" isava~la-ble for repro
duction for interested regional and school libraries. 
Ask for: Delphi Study-Summer-3176 

MF 027.6 D 

NEW PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST 

American and British Genealogy and Heraldry: 
A Selected List of Books, 2nd edition, by p.william 
Filby, provides over 10,000 titles in genealogy and 
heraldry; over half are fully annotated and evaluat
ed. Publishers/addresses are included. Titles con
sidered essential for any collection, including 
small libraries with low budgets, are clearly marked. 

An Architectural Strategy for Change: Remodeling 
and Expanding for Contemporary Public Library 
Needs, Raymond M. Holt, Editor, presents the 
proceed i ngs of the Preconference I nstitute of the 
Architecture for Public Libraries Committee of 
LAD's Building and Equipment section. They are 
keynoted by Allie Beth Martin, who raises important 
questions about architecture in a strategy for 
change. Requirements of contemporary library 
programming, which result in pressures for remodel
ing and expanding library buildings, are also dis
cussed. 
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KEARNEYPLCONDUCTSSURVEY 

Kearney Public Library will be conducting a 
community survey designed to determine needs of 
the aging and handicapped for library service, June 
10-24. 

For purposes of the survey, the terms "aging" 
and "handicapped" include three categories
persons who are 65 years of age and older, persons 
confined to their homes regardless of age, and per
sons who are blind or physically handicapped. 
Results of the survey will indicate what library ser
vices interest people, what their reading interests 
are and what suggestions they have for library ser
vices or programs. 

Copies of the survey will be available through 
local care homes and community service organiza
tions, as well as, through the library and bookmobile. 
It will be published in the newspaper for those not 
reached by other means. 

We hope to publish the survey results 1FIOVertones 
when available. 

TO BE DISCONTINUED . .. 

The Nebraska Library Commission is discontinu
ing the following series of publications. Regional 
Libraries not currently receiving these or similar 
materials may wish to consider adding them to 
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NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION 
1420 " P" STREET LINCOLN. NE 68!:>08 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 

their holdings. The address for ordering is included 
with each series. 

Careers (Career Research Monographs) Published by : 
I nstitute for Research 
610 South Federal Street 
Chicago, 111.60605 

Editorial Research Reports 
1414 22nd Street N .W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037 
Headline Series. Published by: 
Foreign Policy Association, Inc. 
345 E. 46th St. 
New York, N.Y. 10017 
Public Affairs Pamphlet 
381 Park Ave. South 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

A questionnaire deal ing with the needs 
of special libraries was sent out in May by 
the Nebraska Library Association Special 

--l--a-n-d-'-- nSfltutionafl.ibraries Section. Anyone 
involved in special libraries or special 
collections within their library who did not 
receive the questionnaire contact: 

Judy Johnson, Chairperson 
N LA Special and I nstitutional Section 
5050 Cleveland, Apt. 6 
Lincoln, NE 68504 
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INSTITUTIONAL LIBRARY GRANTS 

An I nstitutional Library workshop was held 
March 30th, when state institutions discussed 
Institutional Library Grant applications as the 
method of expending the federal LSCA funds for 
fiscal year 1976. The state institutions involved are: 
Nebraska Penal & Correctional Complex, Lincoln; 
Nebraska Center for Women, York; Youth Develop
ment Centers, Kearney and Geneva; Hastings Regional 
Center; Lincoln Regional Center; Norfolk Regional 
Center; Beatrice State Home (now Beatrice State 
Developmental Center); Nebraska Veterans Homes, 
Grand Island, Norfolk, and Scottsbluff; Nebraska 
School for the Deaf, Omaha; Nebraska Schqol for 
the Visually Handicapped, Nebraska City; Nebraska 
School for Trainable Children, Cozad; and Nebraska 
Center for Children and Youth, Lincoln Each insti
tution could apply for a specific basic grant amount, 
which was based on population and need. (Next year 
institutional standards will be written and used as 
the basis for future funding appl ications). There was 
also an amount for incentive grants. 

As this method of allocating the LSCA institu
tional funds was new, there were many questions 
on the procedures that had to be followed, as well 
as on writing applications. Since each application 
would have to go to the State Office of Planning 
and Programming for the review process, time 
became an important factor. The project applica
tions had to be written, and then go through the 
review process, before they could be approved and 
funds transferred to the institution and the project 
started. Various methods of monitoring and evalua
tion will take place for each project, and each insti
tution will be required to submit quarterly reports. 

Each institution (16) made an application for 
their basic grant and two made application for the 
incentive funds. All basic grants have been approved, 
and the two incentive applications were so good, 

Institutional Librarians meet to discuss grant 
applications at a workshop in Lincoln 

that both have also been approved. Most of the 
basic grants are being used to continue/expand on
going library programs with the purchase of books, 
filmstrips, records, cassettes, posters and other audio
visual materials and equipment, and some library 
supplies. 

Continued on page 5. 

LIBRARY COMMISSION MEETS 

New business before the Library Commission 
board included the election of officers. Chairperson, 
Mrs. Roy Peters, Thedford, handed the chairman
ship on to Clark Nichols, Scottsbluff. This year 
will be the last in Nichols' term. 

Ray Lundy, Kearney was named vice-chairman 
and Connie Bottolfson was reappointed secretary 
to the commission. 

Mrs. Peters announced that John Kopischke, 
newly appointed N LC director, is scheduled to 
assume his duties August 10/ 1976. 
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NEBRASKA MEDICAL HISTORY 

History of Medicine in Nebraska, edited by 
Albert F. Tyler, M.D., and compiled by Ella F. 
Auerbach was, as stated in the Foreword, an effort 
to put on record the story of the development of 
medical practice in Nebraska from saddle-bag days 
to the aeroplane. The title page shows the imprint : 
"Omaha, Nebraska, Magic City Printing Company, 
1928 " however, the book did not appear unti I 
1930. The volume lacks an index and contains 
numerous typographical errors, some errors of 
dates and facts, many transposed sentences, and is 
devoid of documentation. 

During my twenty-six years at the Library of 
Medicine of the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center, I have had numerous occasions to refer to 
this book in responding to questions regarding 
medical practice in Nebraska. To my knowledge, 
this is the only publication of its kind covering this 

~"""~-fJetlo.cLAs an information sourca,...i.iJJ.as aLwa\LS.beI 
difficult to use because of the omission of indexes. 
Particularly discouraging has been the lack of 
documentation which would be helpful in pursuing 
an in-depth study of any particu lar subject. Obvious
Iy, the book has been used as a source material 
upon which subsequent publications have been based, 
thus perpetuating errors which cloud the true record. 

I am now prepared to bring out a publication, 
the purpose of which is intended to correct some of 
the deficiencies in the Tyler volume, and which is 
to be used as a supplement to the History of 
Medicine in Nebraska. I t wi II provide for more 
efficient use of the volume by supplying an index; 
by correcting errors, both typographical and of 
fact; by supplying documentation for further 
investigation wherever possible. 

A survey is being conducted to determine the 
number of copies of Tyler held by libraries and 
individuals and the possible interest in an index and 
corrigendum. The survey also includes an attempt 
to measure the interest in a reprint of certain 
segments of the original volume issued together 
with the index and reference to other sources of 
Nebraska Medical History. 

If you have interest in this project, I will be 
glad to hear trom you. There will, of course, be no 
obligation on your part to purchase the supplemen
tary volume. 

Bernice M. Hetzner 
Librarian for Nebraska Medical History 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Library of Medicine 

CALENDAR 

Wednesday, July 28 
Panhandle Network Annual Meeting 
9 a.m., Scottsbluff Public Library 

Wednesday, August 4 
Northern Network Annual Meeting 
9:30 a.m., Platte College, Columbus 

Monday, August 9 
==f-_ -.JnVI,Aj aFi Sandoz NetweFk-AdvisG,::,y ... CoUJ'''w'''',;J''I-=--=:.J 

9 :30 a.m., North Platte Public Library 

Tuesday, August 10 
Southeastern Network Advisory Council 
Nebraska Library Commission, Lincoln 
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LECTURE SERIES AVAILABLE 

The National Humanities Series: Midwestern 
Center has made available a series of eight one
hour taped lectures entitled Science, Technology 
and Human Values. The series provides a forum in 
which people of science discuss with people of 
the humanities the moral and ethical implications 
of recent scientific and technological develop
ments. The topics and lecturers are: 

1. "Science and Technology: Hero of the Past, 
Villain of the Future?" - Robert Siegfried. 

2. "Genetic Engineering: The Research that 
Shouldn't Be Done?" - Wayne Becker. 

3. "Reproduction in the 21 st Century" - Marion 
Namewirth. 

4. "Ethics and Imperatives of Organ Transplanta
tion" - Fritz Bach. 

5. "World Food Supplies: A Technological Race 
with Population Growth" - John Ross. 

6. "What Are the Ethical I mplications of Nuclear 
Technology?" - Robert West. 

7. "Humility with Responsibility: The Basic 
Bioethic" - Van Potter. 

8. Round Table Discussion - Scientists and Human
ists Participating. 

The lecture cassettes are available on loan from 
N LC (CAS 501 Nq) with a booklet containing the lec
tures in print (except Dr. Bach's). Additional book
lets are available free from The National Humanities 
Series; Midwestern Center, 214 Lowell Hall, 610, 
Langdon St. Madison, Wisconsin, 53706. 

ADULT BASIC EDUCATION AND LIBRARIES 

The Nebraska Library Commission has recently 
received two publications on Adult Basic Education 
and the public library. The proceedings of the work
shop entitled Adult Basic Education and Public 
Library Service (027.6 AQ) was compiled by the 
Florida State Library and the Adult Education 
Section of the Florida Department of Education. 
It includes the speeches given by the resource people 
at the conference, the participants' information 
packets, a bibliography and the results of two 
conference evaluations. 

ABE: Guide to Library Materials (016.374 B) 
was compiled by the Texas State Library, the 
Industrial and Business Training Bureau of the Uni
versity of Texas at Austin and by the Austin Public 
Library. The purpose of the guide is to show 
which subject areas will be in the most demand by 
ABE students and to help adult educators and 
librarians identify materials that will be of interest 
and use to undereducated adults. The bibliography 
itself is composed of examples of these different 
materials. It is selective rather than comprehensive. 

These items are available through normal ILL 
channels. 

CONTRIBUTIONS NEEDED 

P-A-N, the Periodical of Arts in Nebraska, is 
published three times yearly by the UNO School of . 
Fine Arts. The publication includes poetry, fiction, 
photography and criticism. 

Submissions are welcomed in the above areas as 
well as articles and interviews relating to the arts in 
Nebraska. Manuscripts should be typewritten, 
double-spaced and accompanied by a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope. Send to P-A-N, University of 
Nebraska at Omaha, Box 688, Downtown Station, 
Omaha, NE 68101. 

The magazine is supported in part by a grant from 
the Nebraska Arts Council and by the students of 
UNO. 

Institutional Library Grants (Continued). 

The two incentive grants sound as if they will be 
very successful. The Youth Development Center, 
Kearney, will use the funds in a rehabilitation pro
gram, to develop bibliotherapy classes, using books 
and A-V materials with residents who have various 
and specific problems. The other incentive grant 
goes to the Nebraska School for the Deaf, Omaha, 
to purchase books and audio-visual materials and 
equipment for a reading resource area for individual 
use, providing a wide range of children's literature 
in a variety of formats. 

By Barbara Johnson 
Coordinator, Institutional Services 
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Southeastern (36) 
Alexandria Fairbury 
Auburn Fairmont 
Beatrice Falls City 
Byron Friend 
Cook Geneva 
Crete Gresham 
Davenport 
Dawson 
Deshler 
DeWitt 
Elmwood 
Exeter 

NEW LIFE 

Hebron 
Humboldt 
Lincoln 
Louisville 
Milford 
Nebraska City 

Pawnee City 
Plattsmouth 
Seward 
Stella 
Syracuse 
Talmage 
Tecumseh 
Weeping Water 
Western 
Wilber 
Wymore 
York 

Library services being offered to I ndo-Ch inese 
newcomers by the libraries of the nation are 
featured in New Life, a bilingual newspaper 
published monthly by the HEW Refugee Task Force. 
l.i.bLarieslo1erest.eQin receiv.IDlL fre~onth Iy issues 
of this publication can forward name, address and 
numbers of copies requested to: 

HEW Refugee Task Force 
NEW LIFE 
Donohoe Building, Room 1185 
330 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

INFO LINE EXPANSION 

Beginning July 1, 1976, N LC's Info-Line, an 
on-line Nebraska Union Catalog location service, 
was made available to the state's technical commu
nity college libraries for the first time, in addition 
to the academic and regional public libraries being 
served. 

The system itself has been changed to provide 
the libraries served with state Inward WATS telephone 
cred it cards. Ca lis wi" now come through the N LC 
switchboard. The electronic secretary which was 
intended to record calls made after business hours 
has been discontinued. Now calls can only be placed 
weekdays,8 a.m. - 5 p.m. (excluding state holidays). 

Requests that cannot be answered on-I ine may be 
submitted to the NLC for follow-up reference 
searches through the TWX network. 

Info-Line was begun on an experimental basis in 
an attempt to better serve the special information 
needs of the state's academic libraries. Info-Line 
has proved its usefulness, expanded its service base 
and is now an on-going service program. 

JOBLINE 

Wanted: Children's Services Librarian with 
M.L.S. and three years experience in 
children's work in a public library. The 
library's juvenile collection serves as a state 
resource. Salary open. Contact William 
McDermott, Librarian, Keene Memorial 
rrorary : Fremont, Neotaska 68025:- - -

Wanted: Librarian to administer largest 
art reference facility in the area with 
10,000 volumes supplemented by art 
periodicals and extensive files of documen
tary material. Librarian responsible for 
general library procedures, original catalog
ing, acquisitions, assisting public and 
staff with research, and supervising part
time assistant librarian and volunteers. 

Requires M.L.S. from ALA-accredited 
school and undergraduate or graduate 
background in art history. Prefer reading 
knowledge of French and other foreign 
languages and two or more years professional 
library experience in cataloging, reference 
work, and acquisitions. Experience in art 
reference library desirable but not necessary. 

Position open July 19, 1976. Salary 
$9,400. Address application and resume to: 
Ruth H. Cloudman, Chief Curator, Joslyn 
Art Museum, 2200 Dodge Street, Omaha, 
NE 68102. 
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REPORT ON LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT GRANTS Northern (47) 
1975176 Albion Genoa Pilger 

Bancroft Hartington Plainview 
During the fiscal year beginning July 1,1975 and Battle Creek Howells Ponca 

ending June 30,1976,202 public libraries qualified Beemer Humphrey Rising City 
for grants from the $150,000 appropriated by the Bloomfield Leigh Schuyler 
Nebraska Leg islature. They are I isted by Network: Cedar Rapids Lyons So. Sioux City 

Central (32) Clarkson Madison Stanton 

Alma Franklin Oxford Clearwater Neligh Stromsburg 

Arapahoe Gothenburg Ravenna 
Columbus Newman Grove Tekamah 

Aurora Grand Island Red Cloud Craig Norfolk Tilden 

Axtell Harvard Ruskin 
Creighton Oakland Verdigre 

Beaver City Hastings St. Paul 
Dakota City Orchard Wakefield 

Blue Hill Hildreth Shelton 
David City Osceola Wausa 

Cambridge Holdrege Superior 
Dwight Osmond Wayne 

Clay Center Kearney Sutton 
Emerson Pender West Point 

Cozad Lexington Wilsonville 
Fullerton Pierce 

Fairfield Minden Wood River Panhandle (22) 
Farnam Orleans Alliance Gordon Minatare 

Mari Sandoz (41) Bayard Hemingford Mitchell 

Ainsworth GreeleY' Ord Bridgeport Kimball Morrill 

Anselmo Hayes Center Palisade Chadron Lewellen Oshkosh 

Arcadia Hyan n is (G rant Paxton 
Chappell Lisco Potter 

Arnold Co.) Sargent 
Crawford Lodgepole Scottsb luff 

Arthur (Co.) Imperial Scotia 
Dalton Lyman Sidney 

Atkinson Litchfield Spalding 
Gering 

Bassett (Rock Loup City Spencer 
Co .) McCook Stratton 

Broken Bow Mason City Taylor 
Burwell Merna Thedford 
Butte Mullen (Hooker (Thomas Co.) 
Callaway Co.) Trenton 
Culbertson North Loup Valentine 
Curtis North Platte Wolbach 
Grant Ogallala 

O'Neill 

Metrolpolitan (24) 
Arlington Gretna Scribner 
Ashland Hooper Snyder 
Bellevue LaVista Springfield 
Bennington Mead Valley 
Blair North Bend Valparaiso 
Dodge Omaha Wahoo Certificates of recognition showing levels of 
Elkhorn Papillion Waterloo achievement of standards, at A, B, or C levels, are 
Fremont Ralston Yutan being signed by Mrs. Roy Peters, NLC Chairperson. 
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FILMS DISTRIBUTED BY THE 
NEBRASKA LIBRARY COMMISSION 
July', '975 through June 30, '976 

Destination July-Sept. 
Nursing Homes 988 
Libraries 479 
Schools 80 
Institutions 203 
Day Care, Headstart 53 
Churches 50 
Civic Groups 13 
Colleges 
Others 283 
TOTAL 2,'49 
Total for the Year ",093 

Oct.-Dec. 
1,500 

545 
458 
265 
103 
95 
24 
38 

310 
3,338 

The Nebraska Library Commission reports that 
the Film Service has had a busy year (FY 1975-
1976). Although the number of films the Nebraska 
Film Service has_been able to add has been.Yery 
limited, the circulation of the films available has 
increased. The accompanying statistics point out 
that, as always, the Christmas season is a heavy 
demand period. 

Consistently the largest users of N LS are the 
elderly, rest homes, manors, etc. - 44% of the films 
mailed from NFS during the FY 1975-1976 were 
to these. An additional 20% were reported for 
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Jan.-Mar. Apr.-June % Total 
1,062 1,351 44 4.901 

514 676 20 2,214 
321 282 10 1,141 
172 206 7 846 
117 71 3 344 
72 70 2.5 287 

109 81 2 227 
18 15 .006 71 

231 238 9.5 1,062 
2,6'6 2,990 ",093 

library usage. We are pleased that the NFS is being 
used: 11,093 mailings for the 850 films during 
FY 1975-1976. 

_ ThSl NFS would like to eDcourage each user to 
complete the card on usage that is included with 
every fi 1m sent. Please feel free to send any other 
comments, questions, or problems about the film 
service to: 

Nebraska Library Commission 
Nebraska Film Service 
1420 P Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 
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SERVICES TO THE BLIND 

The National Federation of the BI ind of Nebraska, 
through its President, Ms. Barbara Beach, has 
appointed four members to an Advisory Committee 
to the Library for the Blind and Physically Handi
capped. The new committee members, Marsha 
Bangert, Lincoln; Jolene Boshart, Wood River; 
James Radcliffe, Lincoln; and Richard Zlab, Omaha; 
met with LBPH staff members for a first exploratory 
meeting on Saturday, July 31st. 

Four main points came from the discussion in 
the final portion of the session's agenda. Each of 
these was suggested by a committee member who 
will work with a staff member on a one to one 
basis : 

1) Marsha Bangert - Volunteer Program: 
Expansion 

2) Jolene Boshart - Borrowers: Study of 
Requests and Guidelines for Effective Use and 
Handling of Materials and Equipment 

3) Jim Radcliffe - Staff and Resources: Pior 
Priorities 

4) Richard Ziab - Communications: Technical 
and Different Types 

Advisory Committee to lBPH meets with the 
staff. 

Doro.!hy Miller, left, ~m~nstra~es cassette dupli
cation equipment to Jolene Boshart. 

Staff members attending were Fern Heim, Mary 
Louise Dutcher, Donna Hill, Dorothy Miller and 
Robert Svoboda. Individual staff members will be 
assigned to the four groups. 

The next meeting will be called within the next 
month. 

READER SURVEY OF BLIND & PHYSICAllY 
HANDICAPPED BORROWERS 

In December, 1975, I discussed with Frances 
Warnsholz, Coordinating Librarian for the Library 
for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, the 
possibilities of a volunteer project I might 
assist them with which would also be applicable to 
an independent study course in which I had enrolled. 
She indicated to me that it would be very helpful if 
a survey cou Id be conducted to study the needs 
and reading interests of persons who use the Library 
and also to evaluate the selection of materials 
available and the service being provided in order 
to determine direction for the future. Early in 

Continued on page 3. 
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LOCAL FORUMS ON THE HANDICAPPED 
SCHEDULED 

The White House Conference on Handicapped 
Individuals, conceived as a means of impressing on 
local, state and federal government and the private 
sector the need to bring greater individuality, 
dignity and full participation into community 
life for all mentally and physically handicapped 
individuals, has been set for May 25-27. The 
national conference is to follow meetings on the 
state and local levels designed to encourage greater 
involvement and to channel needs and recommen
dations to the delegates at the national conference. 
Conference topics at all levels will cover health, 
social, economic, educational and special concerns 
of the mentally and physically handicapped. 

The Nebraska White House Conference on 
Handicapped Individuals will be held Dec. 6-8 at 
the Nebraska Center for Continuing Education in 
_Unc.oln The corlference is to.-be a pwblem __ 
solving session. Solutions and recommendations 
from this conference will go on to be taken up at 
the national conference. At least 50% of the 
delegates to this conference will be handicapped 
individuals. Nebraska's eight delegates to the 
nat iona I conference wi II be chosen from those 
attending the state meeting. 

The six regional forums are to be held in late 
August. This is where local participation is 
encouraged to air problems to be considered at the 
state level. The 150 delegates to the state confer
ence will be elected from the participants in the 
local forums. Some monies have been set aside as 
stipends to help with costs of attending the state 
conference. 

Dates, locations and people to contact for infor
mation on local forums follow. Anyone interested 
is encouraged to attend. 

Region V' August 21,1976, Ruth Hill Elementary 
School, Lincoln, NE, Rick Robertson, 477-1241 

Region VI. August 22,1976, American Legion Hall, 
4760 S. 135th St., Millard, NE, Bill Baier, 558-0709 

Region III: August 22,1976, State Teachers College, 
Kearney, NE, Charlotte Lawson, 234-2467 

Region IV: August 28,1976, Norfolk Community 
College, Norfolk, NE, Roger Shaffer, 371-3291 

Region I : August 28, 1976, UN-L Panhandlers Sta
tion, 4502 - Ave. I, Scottsbluff, NE, Mary 
Carlstedt, 632-6521 

Region II: August 31,1976, McDonald-Belton 
Campus, North Platte, NE, Sam Wareham, 
532-7221 

FROM THE DIRECTOR: 

Each state library agency director is being asked, 
by the President's Committee on Employment of 
the Handicapped, to alert librarians to the existence 
of published information on reading aids which will 
aid the handicapped to meet their education and 
on-the-job reading needs. The State Department of 
Education, Vocational Rehabilitation staff recom
mends Aids to Independent Living, by Edward W. 
Lowman and Judith Lannefeld Klinger, McGraw
Hill, c.1969. Chapter 43, Reading, presents tools and 

~ equlpmen as we as Simple loeas wnlcn w"rassist 
the handicapped person in your community. The 
book is available on loan from the Commission (and 
through locations in the Nebraska Union Catalog) 
but we encourage its purchase at least at each 
regional level. 

Jane Geske, Director 
Nebraska Library Commission 
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NEW FILMS 

The following list of films is intended as a supple
ment to the 1975 Nebraska Film Service Catalog. 
All titles are now available for loan through the 
normal interlibrary loan channels. This will be 
the only notification of these additions so you 
may want to clip the list and put it with your 
catalog. (A new edition of the NFS Catalog is 
forthcoming) . 

Alberta Sunshine, 28 min. color, general aud., travel 
American Parade, 34 min., color, general aud., travel 
Amos and Andy: Check and Double Check, 75 min., 

b & w, general aud., comedy 
Animal Friends, 10 min .. color, children's film, 

small animals 
Annie and the Old One, 15 min., color, general aud., 

family relations - American Indians 
Bear Trouble, 10 min., color, children's film, 

cartoon 
Ben cmdMe, 21"TTlin., col-or; childrerT's-film~-cartoolT
Black Forest Family Celebrates Christmas, 14 min .. 

color, general aud., Christmas in Germany 
Casey Jones, 11 min., color, general aud., folk 

legend 
Celebration of Life: Trees, 11 min .. color, general 

aud., nature 
Christmas Cracker, 9 min., color, children's film, 

Christmas 
Christmas Eve Service in the Black Forest, 16 min., 

color, general aud., Christmas in Germany 
Christmas Fantasy, 8 min., color, general aud .. 

Christmas in Canada 
Christmas Is, 11 min., color, children's film, meaning 

of Christmas 
Colorado: Land of the Long Look, 30 min., color, 

general aud., description and travel 
Conflicts in American Values: Urban and Rural 

Viewpoints, 18 min., color, adult aud., Nebraska 
cities and towns 

Day They Tried Alcohol, The, 15 min., color, adult 
aud., social problems 

Dream of a Wild Horse, 9 min., color, general aud., 
wild horses in France 

Easter Is, 22 min., color, children's film, meaning 
of Easter 

Experimental, 13 min., color, general aud., glider 
pilots 

Ferdinand The Bull, 8 min., color, children's film, 
cartoon 

Gabrielle and Selena, 13 min., color, children's film, 
fiction 

Great Toy Robbery, The, 7 min., color children's 
film, Christmas film 

Hang Your Hat on the Wind, 46 min., color, 
general aud., Walt Disney film 

Happy Birthday, U.S.A., 11 min., color, general 
aud., centennial celebration 

Harmony of Nature and Man, 12 min., color, 
general aud., description and travel 

Harry S. Truman, 54 min., b & w, general aud., 
biography 

Hopalong Cassidy: Hopalong Rides Again, 65 min .. 
b & w general aud., western 

Hooper Bloob Highway, By Dr. Seuss, 23 min., 
color, general, animated cartoon 

Indian Boy of the Southwest, 15 min., color, 
chtldreTT'S~llrn, In'dians of Nonh"ArTl'€'rrca~~----=-"'-" 

James Wyeth at Joslyn, 19 min., color, general aud., 
Joslyn Art museum 

Joe E. Brown: Riding on Air, 70 min., b & w, 
general aud., film feature 

John Henry, 11 min., color, general, folk legend 
John Muir's High Sierra, 27 min., color, general 

aud., biography 
Just Say Hic: Turkish Folktale, 9 min., color, 

children's film, 
Kite Tale, A, 16 min., color, children's film, 

human relations 
Laurel and Hardy: Another Fine Mess, 29 min., 

b & w, general aud., comedy 
Laurel and Hardy: Pardon Us, 56 min., b & w, 

general aud., comedy 
Laurel and Hardy: Them Thar Hills, 19 min., b & w, 

general aud., comedy 
Leaf, 8 min., color, general aud., nature film 
Lend a Paw, 8 min., color, children's film, Walt 

Disney cartoon 
Little Rascals: Anniversary Trouble, 22 min., b & w, 

general aud., comedy 
Little Rascals: Fish Hooky, 19 min., b & w, general 

aud., comedy 
Continued on next page. 
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NEW FI LMS Continuad 

Little Rascals: Lad and a Lamp, 17 min., b & w, 
general aud., comedy 

Little Train, The, 14 min., color, children's film, 
animated cartoon 

Mister Magrooter's Marvelous Machine, 7 min., 
color, general aud., animated cartoon 

Mole and the Umbrella, The, 9 min., color, 
children's film, animated cartoon 

Morris the Midget Moose, 8 min., color, children's 
film, animated cartoon 

Motorcycle Experience, The 15 min., color, general 
aud., motorcyle safety 

Nicky and Rock: Working Sheep Dogs, 22 min., 
color, gen.eral aud., ranching 

Oregon Trail, The, 31 min., color, general aud., 
description and travel 

Pecos Bill, 11 min., color, general aud., legend 
Pigeon that Came Home, The Story of the Fjord 

Country, 20 min., color, general aUd., Norway 
Poky Little Puppy, 8 min., color, children's film, 

cartoon 
Popeye Meets Ali Baba, 16 min., color, children's 

film, cartoon 
Proud Man's Land, 25 min., color, general aud., 

I ndians of North America 
Pussycat That Ran Away, The, 21 min., color, 

children's film, Norwegian countryside 
Railradder, The, 21 min., color, general aud., Buster 

Keaton in Canada 
Real West, 54 min., b & w, general aud., American 

West 
Rodeo, 20 min., color, general aud., 
Roy Rogers, Days of Jesse James, 65 min., b & w, 

general aud., western 
Run, Appaloosa, Run, 48 min., color, general aud., 

horses and horsemansh i p 
Selfish Giant, 25 min., color, children's film, 

animated 
Seven Little Ducks, 11 min., color, children's film, 

birds and pets 
Ski Fever, 9 min., color, general aud., ski and skiing 
Snowman's Dilemma, 9 min., color, children's film, 

cartoon 
Social Cat, 25 min., color, general aud., animal 

behavior 

Steamboat Bill, 11 min., color, general aud., legend 
Tammy the Toad, 10 min., color, children's film, 

animated cartoon 
Tawny Scrawny Lion, 7 min., color, children's film, 

cartoon 
Topper Returns, 85 min., b & w, general aUd., film 

feature 
Trail for All Seasons, 28 min., color, general aud., 

description and travel 
Waters of Yosemite, 10 min., color, general aud., 

national park 
Wild Goose, 18 min., b & w, general aud., aged 

comedy 
Woody Woodpecker, Bats in the Belfry, 8 min., 

color, children's film, cartoon 
Woody Woodpecker, Chief Charlie Horse, 8 min., 

color, children's film, cartoon 
World of the Beaver, The, 32 min., color, general 

aud., animals and nature 
Yellowstone Cubs, 48 min., color, general aUd., 

animals and nature 
Yellowstone: Our First National Park, 15 min., 

color, general aud., nature 

WHAT'S NEW? 

Jolene DeBuhr 
new assistant 
for the Nebraska 
Union Catalog 

The Union catalog has been growing from the day 
it started in 1939. Look how we've grown in the 
fiscal year 1975-76! 

Accessions 112,864 
Withdrawals 21,762 

Total number of entries in the catalog as of June 30, 
1976: 3,211,653. 

Do you need locations for books, Old or New? 
Come to the Nebraska Union Catalog through your 
regular channels. 

Shirley Rauscher, Jolene DeBuhr 
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READER SURVEY Continued from page 1. 

January, 1976, further consultations were held 
with Jane Geske, Director of the Library Commis
sion . A reader questionnaire was designed to answer 
the following questions : 1) Who are the readers and 
what are their personal characteristics? 2) What do 
they read and what do they want to read? 3) What 
is their preference regarding type of equipment and 
format? 4) In their opinions, what is the quality of 
the selection of materials now available and of the 
library service now being provided? The survey was 
mailed in late February to all readers in the Metro
politan and Panhandle Networks. * 

Completed questionnaires were received from 
34.3% of those queried. A few of the findings 
resulting from the tabulation of the returns include 
the following: 

1.56.7% of all readers are aged 65 years or over. 
2.60.2% of all readers are visually handicapped 

only. 30.3% have a visual handicap in combina
tion with a physical or hearing handicap. 

3. The largest proportion (45.1 %) of readers 
became unable to use regular print materials 
at age 65 or over. 

4. Of readers in the 1-14 or 15-24 age classes over 
half were born with a handicap preventing the 
use of regular print materials. 

5.34% of the total readership attended or graduat
ed from college: 26.5% graduated from high 
school. 

6. Only a small minority is employed. 66% of 
the readership are retired or unemployed. 

7. Almost two-thirds of the readers use the 
service for both entertainment and informa
tion. Students show a greater tendency to use 
the service primarily for entertainment than 
do homemakers, employed, and retired or 
unemployed readers. 

8. 85.7% of the readers indicate they receive the 
books they request. 

9. Almost half (46.5%) rate the selection of 
materials "very good;" only 4.4% rate the 
selection "poor." Older readers rate the 
selection "very good" more often than younger 
readers. However, a majority of the readers in 

the 1-14 and 15-24 age classes do rate the 
service "good." 

10. Only 1.9% of the total readership rate the 
service "poor." Well over ha If of the readers 
in the 1-14 and the 65+ age classes rate the 
service "very good" as opposed to on Iy 
13.3% of the age group 15-24. However, it 
should be noted that 80% of the readers in the 
15-24 age class rate the service "good." 

11. The five categories of materials (of a total of 
21 categories) rated "very important" by the 
largest proportion of the total readership are 
"pleasant novels, family stories, and light 
romances;" "general interest magazines;" 
"best sellers;" "current events, news and popu
lar culture;" and "animals and nature." 

Information gleaned from the questionnaires 
has a I ready been uti I ized. Some new areas of service 
are being developed and every effort is being made 
to provide the reader with the kinds of books he or 
she wants. 

Mary Louise Dutcher 

*Director's Note: These two networks were chosen for 
this pilot survey as two diverse examples. Findings indicate 
that the survey should be statewide with greater emphasis on 
the middle levels for age groupings. Since the completion 
of this Reader Survey, the Surveyor, Mary Louise Dutcher, 
has joined thE: staff of the Commission and is selecting 
tal king books and cassette books for borrowers. The 
experience of the study is assisting her in her selection 
processes. The Survey is being taped for use with the 
borrowers and to gain their suggestions for the statewide 
testing. 

FRIENDS OF LIBRARIES EXTENSION KIT 

Here's help for organizing friends groups. As a 
Bicentennial project, the Friends of California 
Libraries has sent a copy of their Extension Kit to 
all State Libraries. 

The kit contains suggestions on forming a friends 
group, sample bylaws, information on taxation and 
incorporation. It gives useful tips on bond issues 
for buildings, budgeting and publicity. The kit is 
now available at N LC. Ask for Friends of California 
Libraries Extension Kit (021.7 FO). 
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SCHOOL / PUBLIC LIBRARY SUBCOMMITTEE 
MEETS 

The DORTWXL (Director of Regional TWX 
Libraries) Subcommittee on School Use of Local 
and Regional Library Services met over lunch on 
July 30 to discuss a first draft of Guidelines 
drawn up by John Courtney, State Department of 

From left, Royal Henline, Jim Dertien, Jerry Kaup, 
and Win Jacobsen discuss a first draft of the 
Guidelines. 
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Education. A second draft will now be written 
and sent to DO RTWX Ls on or about August 6th 
for consideration at their August 20th meeting. A 
working draft will then go to every public library 
and every school library media center in the state. 
These Guidelines will be considered a tool to be 
revised as required. In addition these discussions 
form the first link in a new chain of communication 
at state, regional and local levels. 

The Guidelines were presented by Royal Henline, 
Director, Curriculum Services, State Department 
of Education, at the meeting called by Jane Geske, 
N LC Director. Members of the subcommittee 
present: Jim Dertien, Bellevue Public Library; Win 
Jacobsen, Columbus Public Library; and Jerry Kaup, 
Holdrege Public Library. Judy Green, Lincoln City 
Libraries; and Paula Smith, Hastings Public Library 
were unable to attend. 

=-WHtTE HOUSE CONFERENCE-

President Gerald Ford announced he intends to 
convene the White House Conference on Libraries 
and Information Services provided for in Public 
Law 93-568. President Ford's statement was 
released on July 20 at the first ALA Membership 
meeting in Chicago. More later. 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR . .. 

John Kopischke, Director 
Nebraska Library Commission 

Climbing into the driver's seat at this point in 
the Commission's travels must be a little bit like 
jumping onto the running board of a rocket: the 
panorama is dazzling and the speed is exhilirating, 
but the flight plan takes awhile to perceive. Yet, 
the warm and encouraging reception of old friends 
- and new - has convinced me that despite the 
vertigo, I am on the right ship. 

Much has developed in library service in Nebraska 
since I last saw it, so the landscape has changed 
some. But the abiding concern for excellence is 
still manifest, and the accomplishments of those 
who have piloted here before stand out as landmarks. 

I look forward to exploring the territory more 
carefully and working with all those who help to 
make Nebraska libraries "go." 

STATE DOCS DEPOSITORY SYSTEM GETS OFF 
THE GROUND 

When the Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse 
was established as a division of the Nebraska 
Library Commission in 1972, a state depository 
system for the future was part of the original 
legislative bill. This bill, LB 1284, states that the 
Clearinghouse " ... may enter into depository 
contracts with any municipal, county or regional 
public library, state college or state university 
library ... " 

Karen Lusk, (left), State Documents Librarian, and 
Jan Dimarco, State Documents Assistant, processing 
some of the nearly 300 titles received this month. 

On July 1, 1976, the Nebraska State Depository 
System went into effect with the following five 
libraries contracting for depository status: 

Holdrege Public Library 
Lincoln City Libraries 
Omaha Public Library 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries 
University of Nebraska-Omaha Library 

This system will make state publications more 
accessible to residents throughout the state. 

Continued on page 3. 
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THANKS 

Jane Geske, an involved, energetic and 
knowledgeable lady, has given her all to 
the Nebraska Library Commission and the 
state of Nebraska for an active, busy 14 
years. She was instrumental in initiating 
state aid and has laid the groundwork for 
many innovative library programs as she 

TOY COLLECTIONS 

Lending toys in the public library is gaining 
popularity, partly through increased exposure in 
the professional media. For those interested in the 
possibilities of a lending toy collection, Holt 
Rinehart and Winston have developed a "Iending 
Toy Collection of Creative Playthings." The 
collection consists of 16 Creative Playthings selected 
for their versatility, durability and appeal for ages 
1 Y2 to 8. The I ibrary starter collection comes as a 
boxed set for $100. For more information or to 
order write: 

Library Services Department 
Holt, Rinehart and Winston 
383 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

GIVEAWAYS 

__ ~~~~~&rtl ~~~2ai1bago'=U~~~---r ____ ~~~~~~~ 
library service fo: every Nebraskan. 

We join the staff of N LC and every 
person concerned with quality library 
service in Nebraska in thanking Jane for 
her dedication and creative leadership. The 
Nebraska Library Commission: 
Clark Nichols, Chairman Jack Campbill 
Martha Peters I ry I Swoboda 
Ray Lundy Gary Parker 

CHILDREN'S BOOK WEEK 
NOVEMBER 8 - 14 

Materials for Children's Book Week, November 
8 -14,1976, are again available from the Children's 
Book Council. Taped mini-seminars on using 
children's books creatively have been added to the 
usual posters, bookmarks, and mobiles, etc. 

Orders must be placed by October 8 to arrive by 
Book Week. A brochure describing all of this 
year's offerings is available from the Children's 
Book Council, Inc., 67 Irving Place, New York, NY 
10003. 

African Violet Magazine - Volumes 5-23, (1952-
1969), Volumes 11-22 only are complete. 

GSN (Gesneriad, Saint Paulia News) complete from 
1964 through the Ju Iy-August issue, 1970. 
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CALL US, COLLECT! 

Mary Louise Dutcher, 
Talking and Cassette 
Book Librarian, helps 
a patron in Omaha 
via the new collect 
call system. 

A new service of the Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped makes it possible for patrons 
to call the library collect to discuss their library 
needs. The service began Ju Iy 1, 1976 in an effort to 
make personal contact with the library more con
venient. 

The collect number for the Library for the Blind 
and Physically Handicapped at the Nebraska Library 
Commission in Lincoln is (402) 471-2661. For the 
Subregional Libraries for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped, the collect numbers are as follows: 
North Platte, call (308) 532-6560; Hastings, call 
(402) 463-9855; and Kimball, (308) 235-4523. 
These numbers are also available for those wanting 
information on obtaining the service. 

Now that the service is available, we are faced 
with the problem of publicizing it. News releases 
are being sent to all radio stations and daily 
newspapers in the state and we encourage librarians 
who write columns regularly in their local newspapers 
to mention the collect number for their area. 
Please help us spread the word. 

STATE DOCS DEPOSITORY SYSTEM 
Continued from page 1. 

As documents are received bv the Clearinqhouse 
from all state agencies (approximately 300 titles 
per month), they are processed and sorted for 
shipping to the depositories. Shipments are mailed 
approximately once a month. The first documents 

shipment included most of the publications listed 
in vo I. I V of the Nebraska State Publications 
Checklist. 

Although state documents are now located in 
several areas of the state, loan copies of all state 
publications continue to be available from the 
Clearinghouse through regular interlibrary loan 
channels to any library in the state. 

STATISTICAL HANDBOOK AVAILABLE 

The 1976-1977 Nebraska Statistical Handbook 
has just been publ ished by the State Department 
of Economic Development. The handbook, now in 
its fourth edition, contains a comprehensive collec
tion of data on demographic, social, physical, and 
economic aspects of the state gathered from various 
governmental and private sources. 

Copies can be obtain (at a cost of $4 each, plus 
tax) from the Department of Economic Develop
ment, Box 94666, State Capitol, Lincoln, NE 
68509. Loan copies are available through the 
usual interlibrary loan channels. 

CALENDAR 

Monday, August 30 
Metropolitan Network Advisory Council 
1 :30 p.m., UN-O Library, Omaha 

Tuesday, September 7 
Southeastern Network Advisory Council 
Gere Branch Library, Lincoln 

Wednesday, September 8 
Panhandle Network Advisory Council 
Scottsbluff 

Friday, September 10 
Northern Network Advisory Council 
Pender 

Wednesday, September 15 
Central Network Advisory Council 
Hastings 
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GUIDELINES FOR GRANT APPLICATIONS 

The Nebraska Library Commission has prepared 
Guidelines for Library Project Grant Applications, 
LSeA Title I, 197611977 to assist those library 
agencies who wish to apply for network project 
funding. 

Copies of the guidelines and applications will be 
distributed to network advisory council presidents 
and network coordinators. Applications are also 
available from the Commission. 

The deadline for network advisory councils to 
submit completed applications to the Library Com
mission is October 15,1976. The amounts available 
for projects in each network are: Central - $29,890, 
Mari Sandoz - $42,187, Metropolitan - $37,063, 
Northern - $31,247, Panhandle - $29,376, 
South-eastern - $35,013. The total amount of 
funds for network project equals $204,956. 

The purpose of network project funding is to 
proViae financiirl support tor I I Draryofiented pro
jects which are developed to benefit an area larger 
than a single community or county and which 
cannot be fully implemented at a local level. Net
work project funding is also designed to provide 
support for developmental programs demonstrating 
innovative library service regardless of the service 
area involved. 

For further information on the guidelines and 
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applications, please contact Morel Fry, Nebraska 
Library Commission, 1420 P Street, Lincoln, NE 
68508. 

FIRST AMENDMENT FILM 

ALA's Intellectual Freedom and Freedom to 
Read Committees are co-sporsoring a film dealing 
with the First Amendment to the Constitution. 
Production is expected to begin soon with a tentitive 
release date of March 1977. 

The project was originated because of the small 
number of excellent non-print treatments of the 
First Amendment and the two groups have committed 
themselves to producing a film that will not be 
compromised either in content of quality of produc
tion. 

Such a film could be widely used with many 
audiences. I n activities ranging from staff develop
ment to community service programs, the film 
could 5e used to ex~in th-e special-roiB-m the~ 
library in preserving and disseminating controversial 
works. 

To encourage support of this project, a discount 
of 20-25% is being offered on pre-release orders. 
Brochures are available to anyone who may be 
interested. Your comments are welcome. Write 
Overtones, Nebraska Library Commission, 1420 
P, Lincoln, NE 68508. 
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