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1987·THE YEAR OF THE READER 

The Library of Congress 
Center for the Book is 
marking its tenth 
anniversary by designating 
1987 as The Year of the 
Reader and by inviting 
organizations around the 
country to participate in 
events and projects that 
re.ind Americans of the 
vital importance of reading 
in the life of the nation. 

In conjunction with this 
effort, the President signed 
a Congressional resolution 
(now PL 99-4941 and issued a 
proclaMation designating 
1987 as The Year of the 
Reader. 

The International Reading 
Association and the American 
Booksellers Association each 
will use the theme in its 
1987 Annual Conference. ALA 
will incorporate the theme 
in its National Library Week 
proMotion (April 5-11) and 
is encouraging the use of 
the new national symbol for 
libraries iabove) as the 
logo for The Year of the 
Reader. 

The Center for the Book is 
planning appropriate 
posters, exhibits, and 
events and the Library of 
Congress has asked the U.S. 

Postal Service to issue a 
Year of the Reader stamp. 
In 19ge the Center for the 
Book plans to adopt a new 
reading pro.otion theme to 
continue Year of the Reader 
projects. 

Year of the Reader, 1981 

By abe Prelident 01 abe United Slain of America 

A Proclamation 

"To read weU, that I. to read true boob in a true la.hlon. I. a DObIe uerella." 
wrote Thoreau. The abillty to read and write effectlvely I. IIHntlal to tha 
vitality of the mind and to .UCCl.. and IccompUahment in evel)' field. of 
endeavor. Some with the Ibillty to reId mlY .eldom think of thl bl ... tnp It 
heatow .. but. •• d1y. thOH without It know the difficulty they beve In leldlna 
fully .. tI.fyina live .. They en denied the joy. the knowledge, ud the expo.un to opportunltle. thet come tbrouah ma.tery of reldlna .1dIla. They alIo 
leek a vital employment .Idll In our Increa.lD&ly information-rich lOCiety. 

During 1981. we will celebrete the BlcenteDnlal of the United Statll Cooatltu· 
tlon. one of the INate.t documenll of Weltem civilization ud democratic 
thouaht. Every Americe .hould be ahle to reid thl. nltlonll tlilament with 
full undeNtudiJq. Thlt loat alone .hould mobilize UI to make OUll I fully 
UteNte Nltlon. beceUi. our hI.tory demoOltrltel thlt IiterlCY Ind real poUtI· 
ClI &eedom 10 hand in hand. Our Nltion'. heritll' of liberty and HII
lovemment depend. on I literate, informed citizenry. 

For theH rel.OOl ud more. the IbiUty and opportunity to reid en of 
fundamental ImportanCi to everyone. The Nltlonal Commlliion on ReldinJ, 
the lJ!Jrariu of Consre", ud othlN heve recently reported thet an llermlns
Iy larse number of Americua en not Ible or motivlted to reId. The Center 
for the Book In the IJbrary of Congrn. a110 h .. noted the Importuce of 
fOCUlIDg Dltlonal Ittention on the ImportanCl of reldlns ud .trensthenlns 
Dltlonllend loca1l1forll to sive all AmeriCIDI the belUty. the promlH, ud 
the sift of reldiJq. 

The Consrell. by Public Lew 99-41M. h .. dellpeted 1987 I. the "Year of the 
Reider" and luthorlzed ud requnted the Pre.ldent to t .. ue a prOclamllion 
In obHrvuce of thi. event. 

NOW. nmREFORE. I. RONALD REAGAN. Pre.ldent of the United Statn of 
AmeriCi. do bereby proclaim the year of 1987 a. the Year of the Reider. Ind I 
invite the GovemoN of every State, employen. lovemment officill .. commu
nity leadeN. librarian.. membeN of the bu.lne.. community. publllheN. 
school .uperintendenll. principal., eduCitoN •• tudent •. penntt. end all Amer
ICin. to obaerve thI. year with appropriate eduCitlonl1 actlvlti .. to recopize 
the Importance of re.torins readlns to I pllce of preeminence In our peNonal 
Iivn ud in the life of our Nltlon. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, J hive hereunto Ht my hand thl. third day of 
December, In the year of our Lord nineteen hundred Ind elsbty-.Ix. end of the 
Independence of the United State. of AmeriCi the two hundred and eleventh. 



"Read Nebraska" Month 

Gov. Kay Orr will proclaim February 1987 "Read Nebraska" 
month. The Junior League of Lincoln, in cooperation 
with the Nebraska Literary Heritage Association and 
Lincoln City Libraries, is promoting this proclamation by 
encouraging Nebraskans to read local authors. Libraries 
can take this opportunity to display books by Nebraska 
authors and have Nebraska author story hours. NETV will 
help publicize the event with evening programs 
throughout the month. For additional information write 
to Nancy Pierce or Debra Buller, Junior League of 
Lincoln, 2500 South 5bth, Lincoln, Nebraska 68506. 

NEBASE Micro Enhancer Workshops To Be Held 

Regional workshops for 
NEBASE libraries on 
effective use of the OCLC 
Micro Enhancer software 
will be held in late January 
and early February. The 
software is designed to 
streamline OCLC cataloging 
and interlibrary loan 
activity. Training is 
intended for OCLC member 
library staff who have basic 
fa.iliarity with the Micro 
Enhancers. Each workshop 
will include a morning 
session on the interlibrary 
loan software and an 
afternoon session on the 
cataloging software. 
Rosario Garza, BCR Member 
Services Librarian, will be 
the workshop presenter. 

Oates and locations for the 
workshops are: 

January 28 - Lincoln 
(Nebraska ~ibrary 
COlIRi ssi on) 

January 29 - Kearney 
(Calvin T. Ryan Library, 
Kearney State College) 

February 3 - Omaha 
(University Library, UNO) 

February 4 - Scottsbluff 
(Scottsbluff Public Library) 

Additional details and 
registration information are 
available from Rod Wagner at 
the Library Commission. 

State Advisory Council 
Recommends Task Fore 

The State Advisory Council 
on' Li brar i es recommended 
formation of a task force to 
study the legislative 
problems and needs of 
Nebraska's libraries at its 
December meeting at the 
state Department of 
Corrections Training Academy 
in Lincoln. The 10-20 
Dember task force will be 
appointed by the council 
following approval by the 
Nebraska Library Commission. 

Within one year of its 
appointment, the task force 
will submit a report and 
recommend action to be taken 
by Nebraska libraries, 
library agencies, and 
organizations regarding 
revision of state statutes 
which govern library 
policies and practices. 

In addition to considering 
legislative issues, the 
council received reports on 
the Educational Information 
Center network being 
developed by the Library 
Com.ission, the status of 
federal and state funding 
for library programs, and a 
review of current library 
services in the state. 

State Advisory Council on 
Libraries members who 
completed their terms in 
December are: Mary Root, 
Steve Speicher, Lincoln; 
Lynette Broderick, Seward; 
Evan Evans, Ainsworth; Ila 
Anderson, Mitchell; Bill 
Beck, Franklin; Peggy Mills, 
Osceola; Thelma Lang, 
Litchfield; Jeanine Hinkle, 
Scottsbluff; and Lee Rose, 
Hartington. 



NEWS Of NEBRASKA LIBRARIES AND PEOPLE 

Pat Ivy has been hired as literacy coordinator in conjunction 
with the U.S. Department of Education literacy grant awarded to the 
Columbus Public Library. Pat will work on expanding current adult 
literacy programs in Columbus and the surro~nding area. 

Ka.i Kemper began full-time work in the film department 
at the Nebraska Library Commission on December B. 

Mary Louise Dutcher has resigned her position with the Eastern 
Library System as director of the Info-Serv Van program. Prior to her 
work with the Eastern Library System, Mary Louise held positions with the 
Library Commission. 

Sherrie Dux-Ideus, Beatrice State Developmental Center Media 
Resource Center librarian, has been appointed to the advisory board of 
Our Times, a monthly periodical for adults with mental retardation. 

Sharon Osenga is the new director of Holdrege Public Library. Sharon 
previously was a school librarian and a computer systems librarian in San 
Jose, California. 

fundraising Ideas 

Gaylord Brothers, Inc. is 
aarketing a fundraising 
package for libraries and 
friends groups. It includes 
gift items priced from 45 
cents to $10 to stock 
benefit sales and library 
gift shops. Gaylord offers 
24-hour delivery and up to 
60 days for payment. For a 
free Fundraising Program Kit 
that contains samples, 
posters, and order forms, 
write to James Dokoupil, 
Gaylord, Box 4901, 
Liverpool, NY 13221. 

The Amerte&n Ltbrary AssocI.ation proudly 8.IlIlOUIlllB8 a new service 
for members 

'!'he ~lIIember Line 
a toll-free 800 telephone number 

Phone the headquarters ofl1ce in Chicago at no charge by 
d1a.11ng our "800" toll-fl'ee nwnber. 

1-800-848-8433 
(in Dl1no1s, 1~2444; in Canada., 1~646-2455). 

Hours of service ars 8: 15 a.m. to 4:46 p.m., centrsJ. time, 
MondaoY-F'r1da,y. The service area. covers the continental U.S., its 
tsrrttortes (U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico), Hawaii, A1aska 
and C8.nada.. 

The number has been estahl1shed in response to an ALA 
Council resolution to fa.clJjtate member COmmunications. The 
service will be mOnitored for ons year, at which time it will be 
evaluated to determine whether it will be continued. 



LBPH Receives 
Telephone Device 

Loyal Park (center) and other members 
of the Frank H. Woods Telephone PIoneer 
A$$ociation. 

Members of the Frank H. 
Woods Telephone Pioneer 
Association presented a 
telephone device for the 
deaf (TOO) to the Nebraska 
Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped on 
December 30. This device 
will enable deaf individuals 
and library staff members to 
co •• unicate with each other 
over telephone lines. 

The Frank H. Woods Telephone 
Pioneer Association is 
comprised of current and 
retired members of the 
Lincoln Telephone Company. 
The association undertakes 
projects which address the 
communication needs of 
impaired individuals. 

NLBPH has experienced 
increased telephone contacts 
with the deaf since the 
library began loaning 
television decoders to 
public libraries and other 
organizations. These 
decoders are on long-term 
loan to NLBPH from the 
Nebraska Commission for the 
Hearing Impaired. 

Librarians Meet 

Technical services librarians 
from several Nebraska Union 
Catalog member libraries met 
at the Library Commission on 
December 17 for discussions 
concerning development and 
maintenance of the Nebraska 
union bibliographical database. 
The meeting was held in 
conjunction with work being 
performed by RMG Consultants 
on plans and policies for 
creation, development, and 
.aintenance of the union 
catalog database. Dan 
Iddings of RMG Consultants 
led the discussion of issues 
related to MARC (machine 
readable cataloging) formats 
and authority control in 
online catalog environments. 
Participating in the meeting 
were: Verda Bialac (Omaha 
Public Library), Cindy 
Cochran (Lincoln City 
Libraries), Ella Jane 
Bailey, (University of 
Nebraska at Omaha), Sharon 
Mason (Kearney State 
College), Bob Pisciotta 
(University of Nebraska 
Medical Center), Sandy 
Herzinger (University of 
Nebraska - Lincoln), Mary 
Marchio (Omaha Public 
Library) and Lauralee Grabe 
(Creighton University). 
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Library Literacy Program 
Grants Available 
Grant applications under the Library Literacy Program 
are being accepted through February 13, 1987, by the 
U.S. Department of Education. 

If you would like an application booklet or additional 
information concerning the Library Literacy Program, 
please contact: 

Frank A. Stevens, Director, or 
Carol Cameron, LSCA Title VI Program Officer 
Library Development Staff 
Library ProgramslOERI 
U.S. Department of Education 
555 New Jersey Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20208-1430 
2021357-6315 

Books By Mail 
Catalogs Available 

Books By Mail catalogs for 1987 have been distributed to 
current subscribers and other interested persons, report 
staff members Darleen Howard and Ricki Yocom. 

Now entering its eighth year, Books By Mail is a home 
library service sponsored by the Library Commission and 
the Republican Valley Library System. For an annual fee 
of $10.00 per household, subscribers may borrow as many 
books as they like, paying only return postage for each 
order at the special Library Rate. 

The new catalog features more than 300 new titles in
cluding Jubal Sackett (Louis L'Amour), Cider House 
~ (John Irving), Skelton Crew (Stephen King), 
and Accidental Tourist (Anne Tyler). A Children's 
Catalog and a Western Heritage Catalog (for readers who 
enjoy books by Nebraska authors or stories about 
frontier and pioneer life) are also available on request. 

If you would like more information about this unique 
service or a free catalog, contact: 

Books By Mail 
P.O. Box 849 
Hastings, NE 68901-0849 
402/463-4190 

Columbus Library 
Receives Literacy Grant 
Columbus Public Library has 
received a $20,400 grant 
from the U.S. Department of 
Education to expand its 
adult literacy program. 

The grant will enable the 
Platte Valley Reading Tutors 
organization to purchase 
additional training material 
for volunteers and students 
and to pay the expense of 
bringing members of the 
Lincoln Literacy Coalition 
to Columbus to train tutors. 
The grant also funds a part
time coordinator position 
which has been filled by Pat 
Ivy. 

During the IS-month grant 
period the library hopes to 
teach 60 adults to read and 
write. The Columbus Public 
Library will be the primary 
site for one-on-one 
training, but the libraries 
in Schuyler, Osceola, and 
David City may also become 
training sites if volunteer 
tutors and stUdents are 
identified in those areas. 

Additional grants are 
available for literacy 
programs from the Department 
of Education (see adjacent 
article) • 



NEW State Advisory Council 
At the!r meeting on January 
9, the Nebraska Library 
Commissioners approved 10 
appointments to the State 
Advisory Council on 
Libraries. Appointed to two 
year terms were: 

Sally Kremke, Librarian of 
the Ord Township Library. 

Darlene Lyons, Media 
Coordinator for the Kearney 
Public School System. 

Marsha Koebernick, President 
of the Dakota City Public 
Library Board. 

Margaret Mills, Trustee of 
the Osceola Public Library. 
She completed the unexpired 
term of Jerry Rakov who 
resigned from the Council 
last year. 

Ila Anderson, formerly 
trustee of the Mitchell 
Public Library and currently 
President of the Panhandle 
Library System Board. 

Eddie Gunzman, teacher at 
Cedar Canyon School in 
Gering. 

Bill Beck, Media Specialist 
for the Franklin Public 
Schools. This is a 
reappointment for Bill who 
served as Chair of the 19B~ 
Counci 1. 

Ruth Boettcher, Librarian at 
the Veterans Medical Center 
Library in Lincoln. 

Peggy Smith, Director of the 
Perkins Library, Doane 
College. 

~I (nebraska library convnission I I JII20Pstreei lincoln.Neblosko68S08 /I02/471·204S 
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million items, not cost 
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Governor Orr 
Presents Budget 
Recommendations 

Governor Kay Orr recommended 
a 2.2 % increase in the Nebraska 
Library Commission's general 
fund support in her J 987-89 
biennium budget proposal 
delivered February 2. The 
governor recommended an 
overall increase of 3.5% in state 
general fund appropriations over 
the current year budget. 

The Commission's general fund 
increase, under the governor's 
budget, would cover increased 
costs for the building lease and 
automation of the Library for the 
Blind and Physically 
Handicapped. Not included in 
Governor Orr's budget were 
funds requested by the 
Commission to increase aid for 
libraries and library systems, and 
funds for installation of an online 
union catalog to replace the 
microfiche union catalog . General 
fund support for Commission 
operations and aid to libraries and 
library systems would remain at 
current levels through the 
J 987-89 biennium under the 
governor's budget. 

Recommended state funding for 
the Commission in FY J 988 
includes $ J ,334, J 78 for 
operations and $546.302 for aid. 

Nebraska Library Commission 
FY I 988 Budget Request 

*" Financial Aids 45.5% 

"' 

/ 
Development/Operations 8.9% 

*" State aid for public libraries 

State support for library systems 

Interlibrary loan net lender payments 
Other development grants 

3.5% Administration 

,,11 .9% Reference / lnterloan 

J 3.8% NEUCAT/NEULIST 

1.7 % NE8ASE , 
4.9% Film/AV SeNice 

LBPH SeNices 

Sources of NLC funds are: 
Federal funds - 25.3% 
State funds -72.5% 
Cash funds - 2.2 % 

Reciprocal Borrowing Agreement 

Faculty. staff, and students will be able to borrow materials directly from other 
cooperating college and university libraries in Nebraska under an agreement 
announced by NLA's ad hoc committee on reciprocal borrowing. 

The purpose of the agreement is to provide the academic community with 
convenient access to materials as an alternative to interlibrary loan. Mary Nash, 
chair of the committee, says this new agreement is intended to complement 
existing reciprocal agreements and to broaden the number of participating 
libraries in the state. The agreement will become effective March J, J 987 . 



From the Director 
A few years ago there was much written in library publications about a "national bibliographic network", 
and there was much energy and talent allocated to the design and implementation of such a structure. 
Recently, the Library of Congress Network Advisory Committee, one of the groups most seriously persuing a 
national network, put together a new statement on library networking which alters the original view of a 
network. Their revised statement is reproduced here because it provides a clearly stated context for 
Nebraska's many library resource sharing efforts. Herein are the reasons for NEUCAT, NEULlST, NeLCMS, 
and all the rest of our existing and contemplated interlibrary loan machinery, 

A common vision of networking and shared operational objectives is both 
possible and desirable. However, the diversity among libraries and other 
information providers and the variety of economic and political factors 
influencing them is so great as to make impractical a monolithic nationwide 
network. To promote the concept of "The Nation's Library" as the aggregate 
of all available information resources and to bind present and future efforts 
together in principle and philosophy, the Library of Congress Network Advisory 
Committee recommends the following statement as a common vision of 
networking: 

Our common vision of networking is an environment in which libraries can 
provide each individual in the United States with equal opportunity of access to 
resources that will satisfy their and society'S information needs and interests. All 
users should have access on a timely basis to the information they require 
without being faced with costs beyond their own or society's means. 

To realize this vision, there must be technical and intellectual sharing of 
resources between the public and private sectors; local, state, and federal 
governments must fulfill their various responsibilities to individuals and society; 
and the diverse missions of the several types of libraries must be 
accommodated. As this vision becomes a reality, there will emerge a diverse but 
coordinated structure of networks rather than a monolithic one. Active 
research, rapidly developing technology, collaborative leadership, common 
standards, and shared communications will provide means by which the 
system will be further shaped as an interlocking series of local, state, regional, 
national, and international relationships that are capable of serving the nation's 
information needs. 

The real fireworks 
are in the 

document itself-
,nlf~ i~ 
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. Read It .-

The Constitution 

ALA Offers Promotional Package 

"The real fireworks are in the 
document itself" is the message 
on one of four posters in a 
promotional package developed 
by ALA for the celebration of the 
bicentennial of the u.s. 
Constitution. 

"The U.S. Constitution 
Bicentennial: A Resource Book" 
provides information, materials, 
and suggested activities to help 
libraries plan programs and 
displays. The resource book is 

$ 10 and contains four posters, 
camera-ready art for ads and 
bookmarks, lists of books, 
audiovisual materials and plays 
on the U.S. Constitution, 
suggested activities, and 
bicentennial anniversary dates. 

Posters are available separately 
for $3, and reprints of the adult 
and youth bibliographies are 
available for $ 16 per 100 copies. 
To order, write ALA Graphics, 
Public Information Office, 50 E. 
Huron St., Chicago, IL 6061 1 . 



Bellevue College 
Becomes State 
Resource Library 

Bellevue College has signed an 
agreement to become a 
participating state resource library 
The college will become a 
contributing member of the 
Nebraska Union Catalog and a 
source for interlibrary loan 
following installation of OCLC 
services by early summer. 
Bellevue College plans to begin a 
retrospective conversion project 
following installation of their 
OCLC Workstation. 

Take Time 

To Read 

National 
Library 
Week 

American 
Library 
Association 

April 5-11 

1987 
The Year 

of The 
Reader 

Roberta Lawrey 
Named Woman 
of the Year 

Citing her dedication and her 
ability to operate efficiently on a 
tight budget. the Grand Island 
Independent honored Roberta 
Lawrey, director of Edith Abbott 
Memorial Library, as its 1986 
Woman of the Year. 

Bobbie has worked at Grand 
Island's library for more than 32 
years, serving as children's 
librarian and city librarian before 
becoming director. 

Board president Duane Burns 
praised Bobbie for her leadership 
in voter approval of a bond issue 
to build a new library and recent 
computerization of library 
operations. 

Bobbie received NLA's 
Meritorious Service Award last 
October. 
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Bicentennial 
Bookshelf 
Awards 

Seven public libraries in Nebraska 
have been awarded "The 
Bicentennial Bookshelf" set of 
materials in celebration of the 
bicentennial of the U. S. 
Constitution. They are Columbus, 
Hastings, Lincoln, Kearney, North 
Platte, Scottsbluff, and Superior. 
Grants are from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, 
Washington, D.C. 

ULifeAfter 
NEUCAT" 

Nebraska's library system 
administrators met with NLC staff 
in Kearney on January 7 to 
discuss "life after NEUCAT." Rod 
Wagner discussed the creation of 
NEUCAT and its growth, costs, 
distribution, and limitations. He 
also outlined the King Report's 
recommendations and studies 
being conducted to analyze 
library and public needs for 
services and products. 

In addition to discussing the 
system's role in planning for the 
online data base, the group 
discussed multisystem and 
statewide cooperative continuing 
education and public relations 
programming. 

Attending the meeting were 
system administrators Karen 
Berner (Eastern Library System), 
Ruby Beckmann (Northeast), 
Georgia Robertson (Southeast), 
Judy Grandstaff (Republican 
Valley) , Steve Ooton (panhandle); 
Meridian's administrative 
secretary Lauri Jarosz; Eastern's 
staff assistant. Stephanie Mannin; 
and Marla Bouton, NLC Systems 
Development Director. 



1895 

NLA Spring Meetings 

The spring meeting theme for NLA's Special and 
Institutional Section is "Doing More With Less." The 
accent will be on techniques that can be employed by 
small libraries to enable them to sUNive these troubled 
economic times. The day-long meeting will be held at 
the Holiday Inn in Hastings on May 1, 1987, from 9 a.m . 
to 4 p.m. 

The speaker for the morning session will be Bonnie R. 
Mack, Assistant Professor and Health Sciences 
Information Network Coordinator from the University of 
Wyoming Libraries in Laramie, Wyoming . She presently 
manages the statewide Health Sciences Information 
Network, edits the HSIN Newsletter. and seNes as 
Wyoming 's representative on state and regional medical 
advisory councils . 

Two concurrent sessions will be featured in the 
afternoon . Rod Wagner from the Nebraska Library 
Commission will speak on changes in NEUCAT and will 
present some exciting plans for the future . A second 
session will be on writing grants. 

There will be a poster session in the afternoon. Please 
bring information about your library to display 

Registration is $12.50 (includes lunCh); deadline for 
registration is April 24. Registration forms can be 
obtained after March 1 from section chair Pat Sheridan, 
U.S. Meat Animal Research Center, Box 166, Clay 
Center. NE 68933; (402)762-3241 . 

"Our Choices Are Many" is the theme for thejoint 
spring meeting of NLA's Public Library. Trustees, and 
School. Children, and Young People's sections and the 
Paraprofessional's Roundtable. The meeting schedule is: 
May 4 - Gering, May 5 - Lexington, May 6 - York, 
May 7 - Neligh, and May 8 - Ralston . 

Each day's program will include a discussion of the 
Public Library Guidelines Committee document by 
Shirley Flack, a reference inteNiew by Judy Johnson, 
and a presentation on the Education Information Center 
Network by Mary Jo Ryan . Gale Kosalka and Sylvia 
Sample will conduct a session on public relations for the 
trustees. Dee Yost will discuss young adult 
programming, Mary Jackson and Glee Nelson will 
present a storytelling concert Mary Jackson will lead a 
question/answer session on the summer reading 
program, and Glee Nelson will present young adult and 
children 's book reviews. Ellen Snow will lead the 
Paraprofessional Roundtable discussion on "Directions 
Past Present Future". 

The registration fee (includes lunch) is $ 12 for members 
and $ 15 for nonmembers. Registration forms will be sent 
in a later issue of Overtones. For more information, 
contact Shirley Flack, Scottsbluff Public Library 1809 3rd 
Ave., Scottsbluff, NE 69361 ; (308) 632-0050. 

Voting for the 1988 Summer Reading 
Program will occur at Spring Meetings, 
May 4-8. Please mail in your ideas 
for themes or topics so they may be 
included on the ballot. Mail or phone 
Mary Jackson, NLC, 1-800-742-7681 or 
402-471-4006. 

The spring meeting of NLA's College and University 
Section will be Thursday and Friday. May 28 and 29, at 
Creighton University's Reinert/Alumni Library in Omaha. 
The theme this year is "AccessAbility: Overcoming 
Information Barriers." 

A pre-session for circulation personnel on the Reciprocal 
Borrowing Agreement among Nebraska colleges and 
universities will be held Thursday afternoon. Program 
participants include Mary Nash (Creighton University), 
Anita Cook (UN-L), Merri Hartse (UNO) , Peggy Smith 
(Doane College) , and Jack Middendorf (Wayne State 
College). A tour of academic libraries in the Omaha area 
aboard a double-decker London bus is also scheduled . 
Participants are invited to the home of Ray and Becky 
Means for dessert and coffee Thursday evening. 

Dr. Carl F. Orgren, director of the School of Library and 
Information Science at the University of Iowa , will deliver 
the keynote address Friday morning followed by 
contributed papers and a luncheon business meeting. A 
display session will also be held this year. Participants are 



NLA Spring Meetings 

invited to bring handouts or publications directed to their 
users, as well as surveys, reports, policies, or other 
documents developed for internal use. NLA Directory 

Abstracts of contributed papers are due April 10 and 
preliminary programs and registration forms will be 
mailed May I. The new Day's Inn of Omaha, just 
one-half mile west of the Creighton campus, will offer 
conference rates to those staying overnight. 

For additional information, please contact Mary D . 
Nash, Reinert/Alumni Library Creighton University. 
California at 24th Street Omaha, NE 68178, or call 
(402) 280-2226. 

The new Nebraska Library Association Membership 
Directory is now available. Individual entries in the 
directory include members' names, library affiliation, and 
business address. It is indexed by section. To order, send 
your name, address, and 53 .00 to: Ray Means, NLA 
Executive Secretary. Reinert/Alumni Library. Creighton 
University. California at 24th St., Omaha, NE 68178. 

National Library Week 
April 5-11, 1987 

ALA's theme for National Library Week is "Take Time to Read ... Use Your 
Library " The theme salutes The Year of the Reader as proclaimed by President 
Reagan in celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Center for the Book at the 
Library of Congress. 

Eye-catching posters, bookmarks, note pads, and other materials are available 
from ALA's Public Information Office. In addition, the National Library Week 
committee of the Nebraska Library Association will compile a promotional 
brochure with tips and ideas for Nebraska libraries. If librarians have not 
received the idea book by March I, please contact Irple Ruby Von Riesen 
Library McCook Community College, 1205 E. 3rd, McCook NE 69001. 
Libraries are invited to submit suggestions and ideas that worked for them for 
inclusion in a scrapbook. 

NLA committee members for National Library Week are Irple Ruby chair; Arden 
Mohrman, LRC/Southeast Community College, Milford; Lola Ross, trustee, 
Central City Public Library; Emma Dittmar. Columbus Public Library; Donna 
Lundberg, Dawes Junior High, Lincoln; and Ruth Rasmussen, Nebraska 
Psychiatric Institute, Omaha. 

Nominations 
Sought for Mad 
Hatter Award 

For the children 's librarian who 
serves beyond the call of duty. the 
School , Children, and Young 
People's section of the Nebraska 
Library Association has a special 
award -- The Mad Hatter Youth 
Service Award . Sponsored by 
Children's Press and chosen from 
members of the section, the Mad 
Hatter is given annually to a 
librarian who has made 
outstanding contributions to the 
field of library service to youth . 

Nominations can be made by 
librarians, administrators, 
principals, trustees, or members of 
the Nebraska Library Association . 
A special nomination form, 
available from Carolyn Baker or 
Glee Nelson at Spring Meetings, 
or from any other Mad Hatter 
Committee member. must 
accompany the nomination. 
Nominations are due by May 30, 
1987, to Carolyn Baker. Beatrice 
Public Library 218 N. 5th St.. 
Beatrice, NE 68361 . 



MOMENT TO MOMENT 

March 5 , 1987 
NEGOTIATE TO WIN 
Omaha, Nebraska 

MARCH 

Topic: Seminar on management 
Cost: $98.00 
Contact: Padgett-Thompson Seminars , Padgett-Thompson 
Building, PO . Box 8297 , Overland Park, KS 66208 
(800) 255-4141 

March 6 , 1987 
LIBRARIANS AS SUPERVISORS AND IMPROVING JOB 
PERFORMANCE: STRATEGIES FOR SUPERVISORS 
Kansas City, Missouri 
Topic : Workshop content will include staff planning, 
organizing, staffing, coordinating, directing and controlling, 
as well as analysis of discipline problems and appropriate 
supervisory response . Instructor: Maureen Sullivan , Yale 
University Library, Personnel Librarian. CEU credits 
available. 
Cost: $45 .00 
Contact: Helen Spalding, Associate Director, UMKC 
Libraries , 5100 Rockhill Road , Kansas City, MO 64110 
(816) 276-1531 

March 6 , 1987 
MANAGING STUDENT WORKERS 
Kansas City, Missouri 
Topic: Workshop content will include management theory 
hiring practices, training, motivation performance appraisal , 
remediation termination and assessment of supervisory 
styles. Instructors: Doug Buchanan and Scott Brown , 
University of Missouri-Kansas City Career Services Office 
Cost: $45.00 
Contact: Helen Spalding , Associate Director,UMKC 
Libraries, 5100 Rockhill Road , Kansas City, MO 64110 
(816) 276-1531 

March 18, 1987 
POWERFUL WRITING SKILLS 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Topic : Business writing workshop including writing for 
different formats, basis of successful business writing, and 
special business writing techniques . 
Cost: $65 .00 
Contact: Success Builders, PO. Box 27-496 , Kansas City, 
MO 64180 
(800) 348-7350 

March 30, 1987 
ELS WORKSHOP: NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION 
Boys Town, Nebraska 
Topic : Writing, editing, deSign , and layout of newsletters . 
Contact: Karen Berner 
(402) 293-3162 

March 30-April1 , 1987 
SMALL COMPUTERS IN LIBRARIES 1987 ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 
Arlington , Virginia 
Topic: Conference on microcomputer applications in 
libraries including hardware , software , data base 
development, telecommunications, networking, and new 
technologies. 
Cost: $95 .00 
Contact: SCIL '87 , Meckler Publishing Corporation , 11 
Terry Lane West, Westport, CT 06880 
(203) 226-6967 

APRIL 

April 8 , 15, 22 , 1987 
SLS USER FRIENDLY MEETINGS 
Topics : Public library planning , Summer Reading Program. 
Contact : Georgia Robertson 
(402) 486-2555 

April 23'-24, 1987 
DIALOG TRAINING 
Nebraska Library Commission , Lincoln , Nebraska 
Topic : Introductory training session to online data base 
searching. 
Cost: $125.00 
Contact: Gretchen Naugle 
(402) 471 -2045 
(800) 742-7691 

MAY 

NLA SPRING SECTION MEETINGS 
May 1, 1987 Special and Institutional Library Section 
May 4-8 , 1987 Public Library ; Trustees, Users, and Friends; 
School, Children , and Young People's Sections; 
Paraprofessional Roundtable 

:~ 

May 28-29, 1987 College and University Section __ 

See article in Overtones for more information , 



NEWS OF NEBRASKA LIBRARIES AND PEOPLE 

Jacqueline Mundell hasjoined the Nebraska Library Commission staff as 

supeNisor of Interloan and Information SeNices. 

Omaha Public Library has announced several staff changes . Virginia Kavvadlas is head of the Social 
Sciences department at the main library Lowell Gruenke, former head of Social Sciences, will become 
branch librarian at the Swanson Branch. Mary Griffin has been named branch librarian for the new Milton 
R. Abrahams branch. Two children's librarians have moved to new positions. Cindy Panahl is now at 
Willa Cather Branch and Linda Garcia is at Benson Branch . Bridget Johnston is the new children's 
librarian at Florence Branch. 

Mary Joseph, director of Valentine Public Library, visited NLC January 15 for an orientation to 
Commission seNices and facilities . 

Terry Sander is the new Info-SeN Van librarian for the Eastern Library System. Terry holds a degree in 
educational media from Chadron State College and his previous library experience includes academic, 
public, and school libraries. 

Robert M. Braude, director of the McGoogan Library of Medicine and the Midcontinental Regional 
Medical Library Program has accepted a position at Cornell University Medical College. Audrey Powderly 
Newcomer will be the interim director of McGoogan Library and Carolyn Anne Reid will seNe as interim 
director of MCRMLP 

Linda L. Parker was appointed chair of Central Reference SeNices of the University Libraries at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln on February 16, 1987. 

Humphrey Public Library opened at its new location February 2. The new building offers easy access for 
patrons, improved display space, and a book drop. 

Position Open 
BRANCH SUPERVISOR 111- Lincoln (NE) City Libraries (Pop. 190,000). SupeNise 
large branch with 50,000 volumes and circulation of 200,000 which is 
increasing annually Train, supeNise, and evaluate staff; provide input on 
collection and budgetary needs. Demonstrated ability to motivate and lead staff 
in provision of friendly, customer-oriented public seNice. Community 
involvement in branch seNice area will be expected. A flexible approach to 
management and an analytical approach to problem solving are desired. 
Working knowledge of automated systems helpful. MLS and minimum three 
years professional experience. Starting salary $21,709. Apply to: County/City 
Employment Office, 555 South 10th St., Lincoln, NE 68508. AA/EEO Employer. 
Closing date: March 31, 1987. 



Guidelines Committee 
Completes Document 

The Public Library Guidelines Committee met recently to complete work on the 
draft document, Guidelines for Excellence. The committee discussed and 
approved sections in the document dealing with library materials, physical 
facilities, and a program of library accreditation based upon the guidelines. In 
addition, the committee discussed the certification of public library staff and 
approved a resolution asking the Nebraska Library Commission to form a 
committee to develop a VOluntary certification and training program to be 
implemented with the guidelines document. 

Guidelines for Excellence will be presented to a meeting of the persons who 
attended the first guidelines meeting in May 1986 and will be widely distributed 
prior to the NLA spring meetings. All public librarians, trustees, and other 
interested persons are encouraged to examine the document and to participate 
in the discussion of the guidelines at the spring meetings May 4-8. 

Attending the Guidelines Committee meeting were Shirley Flack, Dona 
Kaminsky, John Kopischke, Jim Minges, Ron Norman, Laureen Riedesel, Sandra 
Riley, and Lee Rose. 

~I (nebraska library commission I I 1420 P Street lincoln. Neb<osko b8508 /I02/1171-20'!5 
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Micro Enhancer 
Workshops 

NEBASE Micro Enhancer 
Workshops drew nearly 100 
participants at four training 
locations from January 28 
through February 4 at the 
Nebraska Library Commission, 
Kearney State College, University 
of Nebraska at Omaha, and the 
Scottsbluff Public Library The 
sessions provided training on 
effective use of the OCLC Micro 
Enhancer software which is 
designed to streamline OCLC 
cataloging and interlibrary loan 
activity and to improve workflow 
and cost efficiency Rosario Garza, 
BCR Member SeNices librarian, 
seNed as the trainer for the Micro 
Enhancer sessions. 

BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 
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Permit No. 212 

Lincoln, NE 
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Demonstration Sites Announced for the 
Nebraska Education Information 
Center Network 

Six public libraries have been selected as demonstration sites in the Nebraska 
Education Information Center Network being developed by the Nebraska 
Library Commission. The demonstration sites, one in each of the state's 
regional library systems, will be located in Alliance, West Point. Broken Bow, 
Holdrege, Columbus, and Crete. Mary Jo Ryan, project director, announced 
the selections March 6 in Lincoln at a joint meeting of the State Advisory 
Council on Libraries and the Nebraska Library Commission. 

Each demonstration site will provide career and education information and 
referral, and will focus particularly on adults seeking supplementary 
employment or changing careers as a result of the agricultural economy 

The sites will develop and implement an education/career development 
information and referral center and will illustrate how this service works for 
each community The service will include access to print and 
computer-assisted decision-making materials . It will also include information 
about related community resources and mechanisms to promote referral to 
related community services. These community services might include adult 
education providers,job training and placement agencies, career assessment 
centers, and a variety of local/regional business development and service 

organizations. 

The Nebraska Education Information Center Network is funded by a grant 
from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation and will run through August J 989. It is 
being administered jointly by the Library Commission and the Coordinating 
Commission for Postsecondary Education. 
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State Advisory 
Council Meets 

The State Advisory Council on 
Libraries met for its first meeting of 
J 987 on March 5 and 6. The 
Counciljoined with the Nebraska 
Library Commission and 
Education Information Center 
Advisory Committee for a dinner 
meeting on March 5 at the 
Nebraska Center for Continuing 
Education. Randy Moody NLA 
lobbyist. was the dinner speaker. 

The Council met with members 
of the Nebraska Library 
Commission on March 6 for a 
review of programs and issues. 
Guidelines for public library 
service, Nebraska library 
automation, Education 
Information Centers, library 
systems, library program funding, 
and facilities were among topics 
discussed. 

Maggie Harding, Council chair, 
announced J 987 Council 
committee appointments. Kay 
Hershey was elected Council 
Vice-Chairperson. In separate 
committee meetings, the Long 
Range Planning Committee and 
the Library Systems Committee 

. reviewed J 987 goals, tasks, and 
schedules. The Systems 
Committee announced a March 
27 meeting in Grand Island for 
review of library system plans. 
The Long Range Planning 
Committee considered persons 
for the task force on Nebraska 
library statutes, and discussed 
Nebraska library automation 
planning activities. 



From the Director ... 
The special committee that was developing new guidelines for public library service in Nebraska concluded 
its work with a recommendation that there be put in place a voluntary system of librarian certification. The 
committee requested that the Library Commission appoint a committee to develop a continuing 
education/certification program for public librarians in the state. 

The Library Commissioners endorsed the committee's proposal at their January 9 meeting, and from there 
the proposal went before the executive board of the Nebraska Library Association. The Board also endorsed 
the proposal and reported that it "felt very strongly that a certification plan is needed in Nebraska." 

What is certification? Aboutthe best description I've found is in a report by the Carnegie Forum's Task Force 
on Teaching as a Profession. It states: 

Virtually every occupation regarded by the public as a true profession has 
codified the knowledge, the specific expertise, required by its practitioners, and 
has required that those who wish to practice that profession with the sanction 
of its members demonstrate that they have a command of the needed 
knowledge and the ability to apply it. That is, the leading members of the 
profession decide what professionals in that area need to know and be able to 
do. They capture that knowledge in an assessment or examination and 
administer that examination to people who want a certificate saying they 
passed the assessment. 

Certification is usually different from licensure. The profession issues the 
certificate. The state issues the license. The certificate means the profession itself 
pronounces the certificate holder fully competent to perform at a high 
professional standard. The license indicates that the licensee meets the 
minimum standard established by the state to legally practice in the state. 

Because certification relates to standards set by the profession, the Commission will rely heavily on the 
Nebraska Library Association in the development of certification requirements and in the implementation of a 
certification process. 

The new guidelines and the certification proposal will be di scussed at the Nebraska Library Association 
regional meetings in May All public library staff and trustees are invited and encouraged to participate in 
those discussions. 
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Octanet 
Phased Out 

Octanet the automated 
interlibrary loan system 
developed and used by the 
Midcontinental Regional Medical 
Library Program, is being phased 
out this spring and replaced with 
DOCLINE. the interlibrary loan 
system based at the National 
Library of Medicine. 

The midcontinental region 
includes more than 300 network 
libraries in Nebraska, Colorado, 
Wyoming, Utah, Missouri, and 
Kansas, with administrative 
offices at the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center in 
Omaha. The Octanet system 
served as the prototype for 
DOCLlNE, and Octanet staff 
provided "valuable input and 
advice" to the National Library of 
Medicine during the development 
and implementation of 
DOCLINE. 

With the phase out of Octanet 
all seven of the medical library 
regions will be using a common 
interlibrary loan system. 

NLC Staff and 
Public Resource 
Librarians Meet 

Members of the Library 
Commission staff and the Public 
Resource Libraries group met 
during a Library Commission 
meeting March 7 in Lincoln. The 
group reviewed concerns of the 
Public Resource Librarians in the 
areas of communication, role 
clarification, and leadership 
expectations. 

The group noted areas of 
significant agreement and will 
meet again April lOin Lincoln . 
Representatives from the Public 
Resource Libraries Group were 
Linda Rea, Shirley Flack, Mike 
Phipps, and Wayne Hanway 

Omaha's Wired Library 

Omaha Public Library now has an electronic bulletin board called "Omaha's 
Wired Library. " or OWL. Anyone with access to a computer. modem, and 
communications software can call (402)444 - 4873 and select from a variety 
of sUbject categories and information. Omaha 's Wired Library will be 
accessible on weekdays from 5 p.m. to 8 a.m. and all day on Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays. 

OWL will have primarily library subjects: book reviews , best - seller lists, 
library activities, and interesting facts and information. Callers can leave 
messages, comments, and reference questions for later answering and can 
download public domain software. Future possible files might include public 
conferences, Director's Comments, and graphics. 

Information on OWL will be changed periodically For further information 
concerning Omaha's Wired Library. contact Jennifer Kirchmann, 
(402)444-4842. 

Librarian Certification 
Program Proposed 

The Public Library Guidelines Committee met February 26 to discuss the 
draft document Guidelines for Excellence, with persons who originally 
expressed interest in development of guidelines for Nebraska public libraries. 
The group suggested a number of refinements and revisions which will be 
incorporated in the document. The GUidelines for Excellence draft will be 
distributed to all public libraries prior to the Nebraska Library Association 
Spring Meetings. Participants in the Guidelines Committee meeting included 
Shirley Flack, Michael Phipps, Ron Norman, Anne Senkbeil. Jim Minges, 
Dona Kaminsky. Sea Snodgrass, Laureen Riedesel, Sandra Riley. Wayne 
Hanway. John Kopischke, Carol Connor. and Gail Froeschl. 

A process has begun for the development of a certification program for 
public librarians, as suggested in Guidelines for Excellence. Sandy Dixon, 
Continuing Education Coordinator for the Iowa State Library. has agreed to 
serve as a consultant for this project. Ms. Dixon coordinated the 
development and implementation of the Iowa certification plan for public 
librarians. A certification committee will meet with Ms. Dixon to discuss 
development of the program. It is anticipated that a preliminary draft of a 
certification program can be distributed prior to the NLA Spring Meetings. 
Members of the committee include Sharon Osenga, Holdrege Public Library 
Shirley Flack, Scottsbluff Public Library; Ruth Strassler. Neligh Public Library; 
Valerie Kryzkowski, NLA Continuing Education Committee; and Jim 
Minges, Nebraska Library Commission. 



The Library 
of America 

The Library of America has 
announced a new grant of 
$ 600,000 from the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation to help public 
libraries with limited budgets 
acquire the Library of America 
series. The Library of America 
publishes the collected works of 
America 's major authors in 
authoritative, uniform editions. 

The new grant will be used over 
the next three years to place the 
60-volume sets in J ,300 libraries. 
This program awards $ 500 each 
to libraries that are able to raise a 
matching amount in the local 
community. Matching funds can 
come from any local source or 
sources - individuals, banks, 
businesses, community groups, 
service organizations, etc. To help 
connect donors with libraries, 
Library of America is setting up a 
clearinghouse for pledges from 
individuals who wish to provide 
the S 500 matching funds for a 
public library 

To qualify for the program, a 
public library must have an 
annual book budget of less than 
$35,000 per year and be open at 
least 30 hours a week. Exceptions 
can be made for libraries that do 
not qualify but believe they have 
a good reason to apply 

Nebraska libraries which have 
already received Library of 
America grants are located in Falls 
City. Ogallala, Plattsmouth, 
Schuyler: Superior, York, Omaha, 
and Gretna. 

For more information, contact 
Gail Rentsch, Gail Rentsch Public 
Relations, J 75 West 72nd St.. 
New York, NY J 0023; 
(2 J 2)496-55 J O. 

Metro Librarian Selected 
For Leadership Program 

Kay Hershey. technical services librarian at Metropolitan Community College, 
is one of J 60 top women in management chosen nationwide to participate 
in the " Leaders " program, an international leadership training program for 
two-year college women administrators . 

Designed to help women improve the skills they will need to assume major 
decision-making roles in two-year institutions, the program will include 
instruction and practice in supervisory and human relations skills, planning 
and budgeting, organizational transformation and discussions with national 
experts on the issues confronting two-year colleges during the next fifteen 
years . 

During the six-month program, participants will work on a research project 
that will aid their institution, participate in special regional workshops and 
national conferences, and become involved with other women in 
top-ranked administrative positions . 

Participants were chosen for their interest in advancement in two-year 
college administration and the quality of their proposed project to develop 
new skills as well as benefit their home institution. 

The project is sponsored by the League for Innovation in Community 
Colleges, a consortium of community college districts in the United States 
and Canada, and by the American Association of Women in Community 
and Junior Colleges. The program is being conducted by the National 
Institute for Leadership Development at Rio Salado Community College of 
the Maricopa Colleges in Phoenix, Arizona . 

NeLCmS Policy Revised 

The Library Commission has 
amended its policy for 
participation in the Nebraska 
Library Communications 
System. Under the new policy. 
libraries and other agencies 
which are not State Resource 
Libraries will be able to use the 
telecommunication system if they 
pay the costs associated with 
system use and use standard, 
compatible telecommunication 
equipment. Costs and fees will 
vary according to system use. 

Beginning July J, J 988, NeLCmS 

will no longer support 300 band 
communications. All users of the 
system will be required to have 
modems operating at a speed no 
less than J 200 bps. 

Designated State Resource 
Libraries are unaffected by the 
new fee and cost structure. They 
will continue to have access to 
the system without charge. 

Libraries, agencies, or individuals 
interested in using NeLCmS 
should contact Vern Buis for a 
copy of the participation policy 



NEWS OF NEBRASKA LIBRARIES AND PEOPLE 

Alma Wickman, director of the Norfolk Public Library from 1946 to 1973, died February 8 in Holdrege. She 
was NLA President in 1960 and an ALA life member. 

Jan Boyer became assistant director for Administrative SeNices at the University Library: UNO, on March 16. 
Jay Starratt, former assistant director, is now assistant director of Library Service at the Southern Illinois 
University library at Carbondale. 

Ann Stephens became head of the Information Department of Omaha Public Library February 23 . She 
replaces Virginia Kavvadias. 

Joan R. Giesecke has been appointed Assistant Dean of Automation and Technical Services at the 
University of Nebraska - Lincoln effective April 6, 1987. 

Friends of Central CIty Public LIbrary have started a new service for students and other library patrons. A 
Friend will staff the high school media center from 3 :30 to 5 :30 during the winter sports season so students 
waiting for games or practice may use the center. Other persons in the community are also invited to use 
the media center during those hours. 

Tamra Teasley has resigned from the serials department and Carol Walton has resigned from the 
cataloging department of the University Libraries of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Carol has joined the 
cataloging department of the University of Florida-Gainesville. 

Pender Public Library has been given a microfilm reader and printer for its new genealogy department. 
The library recently purchased films of local newspapers from 1895 to 1985 from the Nebraska Historical 
Society. 

New Nebraska 
Data Bases Available 

Two new data bases have been added to those offered through the 
Nebraska Online Data Base SeNice. The LEGISLATIVE BILLS (FINAL) data 
base contains text of the "final reading" versions of all current Nebraska 
legislative bills. The LEGISLATIVE BILLS (INTERIM) data base will contain 
the text of any legislative bills introduced during interim (special) legislative 
sessions. 

Seven other data bases are available through NLCs service: Legislative Bills 
(Introduced), Nebraska Revised Statutes, Attorney General's Opinions, State 
Publications Checklist. Film/AV Locator, State Data Index, and the NLC 
Collection Catalog. 

These data bases offer NeLCmS (Nebraska Library Communications System) 
participants a major information resource specific to Nebraska . The full text 
of each data base is searchable using the powerful Boolean logic capabilities 
of IBM's STAIRS (Storage And Information Retrieval System) . 

For further information about the Nebraska Online Data Base Service, 
contact Vern Buis at the Library Commission . 



White House 
Conference on 
Library and 
Information Services 

Senator Claiborne Pell and 
Representative William Ford have 
introduced a joint congressional 
resolution calling for a White 
House Conference on Library and 
Information SeNices to be held no 
later than 1989. The conference 
will be planned and conducted 
by the National Commission on 
Libraries and Information Science 
for the purpose of developing 
recommendations for further 
improvement of libraries and 
information seNices. 

Those invited to participate will 
include librarians and information 
providers, me mbers of trustees 
and friends groups, 
federal/state/local government 
officials, and the general public. 

A subcommittee on Education, 
Arts, and Humanities will hold a 
hearing on the resolution in early 
April. 

Library of Congress 
to Accept 
ILL Requests 

The Library of Congress will now 
honor interlibrary loan requests 
made by libraries on the OCLC 
network. 

In keeping with its 
self-designation as national library 
of last resort. LC expects that 
materials requested not be 
available locally or in the 
borrowing library's region, and 
that they not be available from 
other libraries or document supply 
sources. Requests should include 
LC call number, card number: or 
ISBN/ISSN. Contact the Library of 
Congress Loan Division. 
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The Nebraska Intellectual 
Freedom Handbook has been 
reprinted. To obtain a copy 
contact Chlorene Hardy at the 
Library Commission. 

ALA Offers Library 
Investment Program 

NLC Awards Grant 

The Library Commission has 
awarded a $ 750 grant to the 
Lincoln Correctional Center for 
the purchase of materials dealing 
with ethnic minority SUbjects. 

Thirty-one percent of the center's 
population currently is black, 
hispanic. or native American, and 
a recent sUNey revealed a high 
degree of interest in minority 
subjects. 

Selected materials, mostly books, 
will attempt to present a balanced 
history of minorities - their origin, 
migration, problems, triumphs, 
and goals. Doris May. 
Correctional Center Library 
Coordinator, will administer the 
grant. 

ALA is offering a new seNice designed to improve the returns on library 
investments. 

Known as the Public Library Trusteeship, the fund aims to improve liqUidity, 
lower the cost of professional investment management. and increase the return 
for library endowments and inactive funds through a cooperative approach to 
investing. 

The program will be administered by Marshall & IIsley Corporation, a $5 billion 
bank holding company with headquarters in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, following 
specifications prepared by a joint committee of the American Library Trustee 
Association and the Public Library Association, both divisions of ALA. 

Participating libraries may select one of four investment alternatives or a 
combination. 

The program will feature electronic fund transfer: state-of-the-art financial 
reporting, and a toll-free telephone information line. A particular advantage to 
libraries unable to afford professional management is a management fee based 
on the aggregate total of all participating portfolios, rather than individual 
portfolios. No minimum investment is required . 

For information, write or phone Judith Murphy. Vice-President. M & I 
Investment Management Corp ., 770 N. Water St.. Milwaukee, WI 53202, 
414/287-8768; or Norman Kelinson, Chair: Joint ALTAIPLA Investment 
Committee, Suite 305, Union Arcade Building, Davenport, IA 52801, 
319/322-3506. 



MAY <if - MOMlAY 
Gering PLblic Ubrcry 
1055 P Street 
Gering, NE 69341 
HOST: Frankie Lovell 

MAY 5 - TLESDA Y 
Lexington Public Library 
Box 778 
Lexington, t£ 68850 
HOST: Jean Sands 

MAY 6 - WEDNESDAY 
Kilgore Memorial Library 
6th St. 8. Nebr'oSka 
York, ~ 68467 
HOST: Stan Schulz 

MAY 7 - THURSDAY 
Nell 9h Pub 11 c Ubrcrv 
510 Main Street 
Nel1gh, t£ 68756 
1iJST: Ruth Strassler 

MAY 8 - RALSTON 
Ralston Public LibrarY 
7900 Park Lme 
Ralston, NE 68127 
1iJST: Jan GonncrI 

Meeting to be held at 
Ralston City Hall 
S. 77th and State 
Rolston, NE 

9:00 - 9:30 

9:30 -10:00 

10:00-10:<15 

10:<15-11 :00 

11 :00-12:00 

12:00- 1:30 

1 :30 - 2:15 

2115 - 2130 

2:30 - 3:30 

1987 SPRING MEETINGS 
OUR CHOICES ARE MANY 

PROGRA'" 

RegIstratIon and COffee 

Welcome and Generol Announcements 

NlA PRESIOENT·S REPORT (Judy Johnson) 

GUIOEllNES FOR PUBLIC lIBRARIES (ShIrley Flock 
& JIM I'1Inges) 

Breok 

a. 

Re~leH and dIscussIon af the proposed 
GuIdelInes far publIc lIbrarIes as Hell 
as accredItatIon of Ilbrorles and 
certIfIcatIon for Ilbrorlons. 

YOUNG AOUlT SERVICES (Oonna Pe~erson) 
School and publIc lIbrary ser~lces 
and programs to reach young adults. 

b. PARAPROFESSIONAL ROUNO TABLE APPROACHES: 

lunch 

Post, Present and Future (Ellen 
Snow) 

STORYTEllING CONCERT (Glee Nelson & l'1ary 
Jackson) 

Breok 

a. 

Relax, enjoy and learn as you lIsten to 
expert storytellers. 

THE REFERENCE INTERVIEW (Judy Johnson) 

b. PUBLIC RELATIONS ANO TRUSTEES (SylvIa 
SaMPle) 

c. JRCs AGREE: BEST BOOKS (l'1ary Jackson) 

EducatIon Infor~atlon Center NetMork Paster SessIons durIng 
breaks and lunch (l'1ary Jo Ryan) 

NEBRASKA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

REGISTRATION FORM 

0. 
~ 

N 

SpoDsor ~ ,~ tbe ~.lie Library Sectia.j Sebool. ClildreJ's aDd fOID& peoP( e" ( ~iolj Trl,te." Uter. aid Friends Sletton; JWd the ',raprole .. t ~~l C 1 Tdl, 
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OVERTONES 
Newsletter of the Nebraska Library Commission 

Certification Committee Meets 

An ad hoc committee has begun work in response to the recommendation by 
the Public Library Guidelines Committee and the executive board of the 
Nebraska Library Association that prompt action be taken in development of a 
certification program for Nebraska public librarians. The Certification Committee 
met April 16 at the Omaha Public Library for preliminarry discussion of a 
certification plan . Members of the committee are Lee Rose, Hartington Public 
Library; Ruth Strassler. Neligh Public Library; Sharon Osenga, Holdrege Public 
Library; Shirley Flack, Scottsbluff Public Library; jim Minges, Nebraska Library 
Commission; and Valerie Kryzkowski, Chair of the NLA Continuing Education 
Committee. Sandy Dixon, coordinator of the certification program which was 
implemented by the Iowa State Library during the past year. also met with the 
committee. 

After extensive discussion of the needs of Nebraska public librarians, the 
committee made the following recommendations: 

I . A presentation and discussion of certification issues be made at the 1987 
NLA Spring Meetings. 

2. NLA and the Nebraska Library Commission be requested to formally 
co - sponsor the Certification Committee. 

3. The committee be augmented with the following members: a library 
educator, a trustee, a staff member from one of the urban public libraries, and a 
library system administrator. 

4 . The Iowa certification program serve as the basis for the Nebraska 
program. 

5. Members of the Nebraska library community be appointed to revise the 
components of the Iowa basic skills training curriculum in accord with Nebraska 
needs and conditions. 

6. A final certification plan be presented for adoption atthe 1987 NLA 
conference. 

7. The program be implemented in 1988. 

The comments and suggestions of every member of the Nebraska library 
community are requested throughout this very important process. 

, , 

• • .. II · 
April 1987 Vol. 14 No.4 

Union Catalog 
Progress Report 

Dan Iddings of RMG, Inc.. 
presented a report on RMG' s 
progress in preparing 
recommendations for 
development of the Nebraska 
Union Catalog database. Mr. 
Iddings reviewed work on the 
project with Library Commission 
staff on April 13, and an ad hoc 
committee on Nebraska Union 
Catalog Development April 14. 
The ad hoc committee, including 
representatives of the NEBASE 
Advisory Board, State Advisory 
Council Long Range Planning 
Committee, Lincoln and Omaha 
public libraries, and state-funded 
higher education libraries, met at 
the Lincoln Cornhusker Hotel to 
hear the RMG presentation, and to 
discuss needs and plans for local 
and shared database services. 

RMG's work includes preparation 
of planning, policy; and procedural 
documents for guidance in the 
development and maintenance of 
the Nebraska Union Catalog. 
RMG. Inc.. is also compiling data 
and analyzing various means of 
access to the Union Catalog, and 
additional services which might be 
derived from it 



Frank Gibson 
1913-1981 

Frank Gibson, director of the Omaha Public Library for twenty - six years, died 
March 19 in Omaha. Frank joined the Omaha library system in 1953 as 
assistant director after working a year as associate librarian at the University of 
Omaha. His greatest achievement was seen as construction of the W Dale 
Clark Library, but the city also added eight of its nine branches during his tenure. 

Frank Gibson was also a library building consultant and assisted in the 
development of library buildings throughout the state. Since retiring in 1983, he 
had been consulting on new library buildings around the country in addition to 
writing a history of Omaha 's library system. 

He was the reCipient of many honors including NLA's Meritorious 
SeNice Award. Frank was presidentofNLA in 1957, and seNedon several ALA 
committees, the State Advisory Council on Libraries, and numerous other 
library and civic boards. 

Memorials are being accepted by Mike Phipps, director of Omaha Public Library, 

The following is a remembrance by Jane Geske, interim director of the 
Nebraska Library Commission from 1969 to 1971 , and director from 1973 to 
1976. 

"The prospects for a rainy 1-80 drive to Omaha for a memorial seNice in this iffy 
March we are having seemed a bit implausible until I remembered the year 
Frank drove us back into Omaha from Mullen on a sleety day I had picked him 
up in North Platte to drive up and meet with the Hooker County Library Board 
on preliminary plans for a new Hooker County Library, The weather caught up 
with us enroute home and I spent the night with the Gibson's before I could 
make it back to Lincoln the next day This is but one instance I know of Frank's 
many trips all over the state to meet with library boards considering new 
facilities or the refurbishment or expansion of older ones. He went willingly 
wherever Louise Nixon, then Executive Secretary of the Nebraska (Public) 
Library Commission, asked him to go. His fee was minimal but his 
accomplishments were extraordinary Frank's manner; his ability to explain, his 
training, his knowledge of library standards and how they could be adapted to 
even the smallest library were invaluable. It might have been easy for the 
librarian and board members in a very small community to dismiss him as a city 
librarian who had nothing to offerthem. Because of the things I have 
mentioned above, and his own introduction, they were able to see that he was 
with them fully at the same time that he was emphasizing those things which 
must be fully considered and approved. He would cede where it was possible, 
but was strong in stressing an adequate library for its seNices and programs for 
years to come. It is interesting to note that many librarians and board members 
have indicated since that they were grateful to him for seeing the picture more 
clearly than they COUld . He and Kay Lundy made library construction much 
easier in those hectic LSCA Title II years. I promised Frank a letter expressing this 
gratitude at his retirement party in J 982. It is a little late, but I hope he was aware 
of it all along." 

MPLA 
Conference 
Grant 

A $250 grant is available for a 
library science student to attend 
the 1987 Mountain Plains Library 
Association Conference in 
Bismarck, North Dakota, 
September 23-27, 1987. 

The Baker and Taylor 
Company/Junior Members 
Roundtable grant was established 
to encourage student participation 
in professional library associations. 
The grant is to be used to defray 
travel and housing costs for a 
student to attend the MPLA 
Conference. 

To request an application form for 
the grant contact Nancy Deyce, 
Wichita Public Library, 223 South 
Main, Wichita, KS 67202. The 
application deadline is June 1 5. 

The Baker and Taylor Company is 
the nation's oldest and largest 
book supplier and MPLAlJMRT is a 
group designed to meet the needs 
of beginning library professionals 
and library science students. 

Your Library 
Greatest Show 
of AliI 

The Library Commission mailed 
Summer Reading Program 
materials the week of April 27 . 
Volunteers from the Vocational 
Rehabilitation division of Goodwill 
Industries assisted with the mailing. 



MOMENT TO MOMENT 

MAY 

May 17-20, 1987 
COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE 
Denver, CO 
Topics: Co - sponsored by CLA/ MPLA and presented by 
Resources and Technical Services of ALA. 
Contact: Veronica Story - Ewolt 
(303) 390-7035 

May21&22, 1987 
HOW TO SUPERVISE PEOPLE 
Omaha, NE and lincoln , NE respectively 
Topics: Different personality types , redirect problem 
employees , keep high - achievers performing, promote 
loyalty and commitment, etc . 
Cost: $59 .00 (lunch on your own) 
Contact: National Seminars, Inc ., PO. Box 2949, 
Shawnee Mission , KS 66201-1349 
(800) 258-7246 

May 28 & 29, 1987 
NLA COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY SECTION 
SPRING MEETING 
Omaha,NE 
Topics: Agenda will include preconference on the reciprocal 
borrowing agreement. Keynote address by Carl F Orgren . 
Contact: Mary Nash , Reinert Alumni library, Creighton 
University, California at 24th St., Omaha , NE 68178 
(402)280-2226 

JUNE 

June 14-20, 1987 
WILLA CATHER NATIONAL SEMINAR 
Red Cloud and Hastings, NE 
Topics: Interpreting Cather's fiction within broad literary 
traditions and exploring literary connections she made 
between her Nebraska parish and the world; includes lectures, 
films , programs, and visits to historical sites . 

Cost: $150.00 plus meals and lodging 
Contact: Viola Borton, President, Willa Cather Pioneer 
Memorial and Educational Foundation, 326 North Webster, 
Red Cloud, NE 68970 
(402)746-2653 

June 18-20, 1987 
SUMMER CREDIT WORKSHOP ON LITERATURE 
FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 
Iowa City, IA 
Topics : Designed for librarians, teachers, and child care 
providers who share books with children from birth through 
age six. 
Cost: $81.00 (credit or audit) 
Contact: Ethel Bloesch, School of library and Information 
Science, University of Iowa , 3087 library, Iowa City, IA 
52242 
(319) 335-5707 

June 18-20, 1987 
BOOKMOBILE CONFERENCE 
Columbus, OH 
Topics : Rural and urban bookmobile serivce, automation , 
marketing, management, bookmobile chassis design , and 
bookmobile standards/ guidelines 
Cost: $50.00 
Contact: linda Prichard , State library of Ohio, 
65 South Front St. , Columbus, OH 43215 
(614)462-7061 

June 22-24, 1987 
FIELD STUDIES IN LIBRARY SCIENCE: YOUNG 
ADULT SERVICES 
Riverton , WY (Central Wyoming College) 
Topics: limited to first 25 students to send in tuition and 
pre-registration card . No text, but wide reading from 
bibliography and reading list. 
Cost: $33 .00 ($33.00/ semester hour tuition) for Wyoming 
residents 
Contact: Corky Walter, Continuing Education Office, 
Wyoming State library, Supreme Court Building, 
Cheyenne, WY 82002 



NEWS OF NEBRASKA LIBRARIES AND PEOPLE 

Sally Snyder. formerly Volunteer Coordinator for LBPH at the Nebraska LIbrary Commission, is now 
Administrative Assistant for Programs. She will be working primarily with LSCA grants and programs. 

The Rock County LIbrary in Bassett will be open Sunday afternoons from 2:00 - 4 :00 through May 

The Aurora LIbrary Foundation recently received S 100,000 from the trust of Frank and Alice Farr. 

Grattan Township LIbrary has added a children 's library with aSS, 189 challenge grant from the Peter Kiewit 
Foundation of Omaha. 

Bennett Martin Public LIbrary, Lincoln 's main library will re - open mid-May after being closed for asbestos 
removal . A temporary interlibrary loan agreement with Omaha Public Library has allowed Lincoln patrons to 
borrow books from the Omaha library and utilize its reference seNices. 

Narration 
Skills 
Workshop 

A training session and reception for 
talking book and magazine 
narrators sponsored by the 
Nebraska Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped will be 
held May 22 in Lincoln . 

The morning will include an 
oveNiew of audio production, 
narration faults, speech habits, 
writing descriptions of maps and 
graphs, pronunciation, and a 
practice session . A working lunch 
will follow with a discussion on 
volunteerism. 

Bob Askey narrator of nearly 200 
talking books for the Library of 
Congress, will be honored at a 
reception in the afternoon. A 
former radio broadcaster and 
currently full - time narrator for 
Denver Talking Books, blind and 
handicapped readers throughout 
the country recently voted Mr. 
Askey as their favorite narrator. 

Participants are invited to attend all 
or part of the day's activities. 
Registration for the workshop is 
S 5.00 per person; checks should be 
made payable to the Nebraska 
Library Commission. For more 
information, contact Dave Oertli or 
Diane Greenlee at NLC. 

Position Available 

Library Director; Dana College. 
Responsibilities include overall 
administration . Competency in 
audio - visual and technical seNices 
including computers reqUired. Should 
have master's degree from an ALA 
accredited institution . AA/EOE. Send 
letter of application and resume to: 

Dr. C. T. Hanson, Dean of the College 
Dana College 
Blair, NE 68008 
(402) 426-7202 

Dialog 
Training 
Session 

Another Dialog training session 
will be held June 15 and 16 at 
McGoogan Library University of 
Nebraska Medical Center in 
Omaha. Meeting times will be 
10:ooa.m. to 5:00p.m. June 15, 
and 8 :00a.m. to noon June 16. 
The fee is S125 .00and enrollment 
in the class is limited; please contact 
Gretchen Naugle at NLC to 

register. 

-



"/ do not want to be known for 
what / give, 

But for what / induce 
others to give." 

d~~ 
-----------------

UNO Hosts Carnegie Exhibit 

UNO Library has prepared a traveling exhibition which will be shown at the 
University Library through June. The exhibition is titled" Andrew Carnegie and 
His Gifts That Continue to Grow" and it portrays the life and times of Andrew 
Carnegie. It dramatizes Carnegie's enduring impact on libraries and 
philanthropy through his ideas and commitments, as well as by his ongoing 
legacy of trusts and other institutions to further education, scientific research, 
and disarmament. Carnegie's benefactions totalled $350 million in his lifetime 
and he organized his trusts in such a way that they continue to spend more 
than $ 100 million each year. 

The library has planned several events in conjunction with the exhibition 
including a public lecture by Joseph Wall, author of a prize - winning 
biography of Carnegie and a one - man show written by Carnegie 's 
great - grandson with Joseph Wall's assistance. 

Carnegie earned his fortune in the steel business and turned to writing and 
philanthropy upon his retirement in 1899. He spent money on music halls, 
museums, hospitals, parks, meeting halls, universities, art galleries, and an 
institution for peace. His first and most personal philanthropic commitment. 
however. was to libraries. He founded 2, 963 libraries worldwide, more than 
2,000 of them in the U .S. In Nebraska, Carnegie spent $ 707,488 to establish 
libraries in sixty - five communities. 

The UNO exhibition will tour the U.S. and Canada for two years. Substantial 
funding for the project was received from the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York and the Nebraska Committee for the Humanities. 

UNL Libraries Reorganize 

Central Reference SeNices and Branch SeNices are two new departments of 
UNL Libraries as a result of a recent reorganization . The Humanities and Social 
Sciences and Sciences and Technology departments have merged into Central 
Reference SeNices headed by Linda Parker. CRS includes all of the liaison 
librarians working with departments whose primary collections are located in 
Love Library and encompasses reference desk, computer searches, book and 
periodical selection, and bibliographic instruction. 

All of the branch libraries -- Architecture, Biological Sciences, Chemistry, C. Y r Thompson, Dentistry, Engineering,. Geology. Mathematics, Music, Physics, and 
Special Collections/University Archives - are part of the newly named Branch 
SeNices headed by Dean WaddeJ. Activities of these branches will continue to 
include liaison, reference, computer search, book selection, Circulation, 
bibliographic instruction, and other seNices as in the past. 

ALA Outstanding 
Books and Films 

ALA has released its lists of 
outstanding books and films of 
1986. 

"Notable Books" lists biographies, 
autobiographies, books dealing 
with political issues, and fiction . 

"Best Books for Young Adults" is 
designed to appeal to a broad 
range of interests and ages and 
includes fiction, science fiction and 
fantasy. plays, nonfiction, and 
biographies. 

"Recommended Books for 
Reluctant Young Adult Readers" 
lists titles geared to teenagers who 
do not like to read. The books are at 
a Sixth-grade reading level or 
below, and are appealing in terms 
of content. format. and artwork. 

"Selected Films for Young Adults" 
are 16mm films less than sixty 
minutes long, targeted at a 
13-to 18-year-old audience. 

"Outstanding Reference Sources" 
lists dictionaries, encyclopedias, 
bibliographies, catalogs, and other 
reference works covering a wide 
variety of subjects. 

To receive a copy of any of these 
lists, contact Nancy Evans at the 
Library Commission. 
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Miami University Library 
Management Programs 

Middle Management Program for library Administrators. 
July J 9-24. J 987 . A basic management program specifically forthose who 
directly supeNise the aaivities of several others and/or are relatively new to the 
library management field . Topics include roles and responsibilities of library 
administrators. effective leadership styles. diagnosing and measuring 
performance. motivation and communication. time management. and 
managerial challenges ahead. Typical participants include assistant directors 
and department heads. 

Advanced Management Program for library Administrators. 
July J 9-24. 1987. Designed for those who have attended a middle 
management program and/or have at least five years of library management 
experience. Topics include organization and delegation. decision - making. 
change and conflict resolution. team - building. maximizing managerial 
effectiveness. and designing library strategies. Typical participants include 
library directors and directors of main departments in large libraries. 

Registration is open to the general public. Tuition of $555 includes instruaional 
materials. lodging. and most meals. Miami University will award 3.0 CEUs for 
attending the program. For further information and/or an application. contact 
Lori J. Beier; Program Coordinator; Center for Management Development. 
School of Business Administration. Miami University. 1 03-E Laws Hall. Oxford. 
OH 45056; (513) 529-2132. 

Legal 
Reference 
Workshop 

JMRT and the Nebraska Library 
Commission will sponsor a 
workshop on legal reference 
materials June J 9. 1987 in Lincoln 
at the Villager Motor Inn. 

Sally Wise. UNL law librarian and 
assistant professor of law. will be 
the presenter. Her topics include an 
oveNiew of academic. firm. 
county. and state law libraries; 
basic legal research; legal reference 
strategy and ethics; and acquisition 
and catologing of legal materials. 

The workshop fee (includes lunch 
and 1 CEll) is $ 10for JMRT 
members and $ 1 2 for 
non - members. To register; 
contact Gail Egbers. Wayne State 
College Library. Wayne. NE 68787; 
(402)375-2200. by June 8 . 
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r:-,I r nebraska library commission I I lIl20PSUHl t.r.conNebrosko68508 4I02/qn.2045 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
FORWARDING POSTAGE GUARANTEED 

BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Permit No. 212 

Lincoln, NE 



.. ~ I 

., .. 

OVERTONES 
. ' . 

" ~~. 
. ~ . 

Newsletter of the Nebraska Library Commission 

System Services 
Proposed for 1988 

Library services in Nebraska would be enhanced through a variety of library 
development and resource sharing programs proposed in the J 987-88 service 
plans of the Nebraska library systems. These proposals have been reviewed by 
the Systems Committee of the State Advisory Council on Libraries, and are 
undergoing review by Library Commission staff prior to their consideration by 
the Library Commissioners. 

The system service plans respond to library service needs with a wide range of 
activities and programs which reflect the differing conditions and priorities in the 
areas served. Among the services proposed are bulk and rotating collections to 
enhance materials immediately available to local library patrons; purchasing 
and cataloging services; training and consulting activities; system card 
programs; Juvenile Resource Center services; microcomputer demonstration 
projects; collection planning and development; development of a library 
training videotape colleaion; support and promotion of the Books by Mail 
program; and enhancement of interlibrary loan and reference/information 
services. 

Copies of the system service plans are available upon request from the Library 
Commission or from the individual system offices. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Thank you to all who participated in the discussion of 
guidelines and librarian certification at NLA spring meetings. 
The Library Commission and members of the Public Library 
Certification Committee continue to invite comments from 
Nebraska's library community on these important issues. 
Please contact Jim Minges at NLC with your suggestions . 

• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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CHIRS Program 
to Continue 

Nebraskans will continue to have 
access to health information 
through CHIRS, Consumer Health 
Information Resource Services. The 
Library Commission is committed 
to the program and will continue to 
offer support for CHIRS beyond the 
July J 987 expiration of the pilot 
grant. 

Managed by the McGoogan 
Library of Medicine at the 
University of Nebraska Medical 
Center; CHIRS is designed to make 
consumer health information 
available to Nebraska residents 
through their local public libraries. 
CHIRS handles approximately 
2,400 requests annually For more 
information about CHIRS, call or 
write: CHIRS Project Director; 
McGoogan Library of Medicine, 
University of Nebraska Medical 
Center; 42nd & Dewey Avenue, 
Omaha, NE 68 J 64; 
(402)559-7088 . 

1988 Summer 
Reading Program 

"Dlno-Soarlng Into Books" is 
the J 988 Summer Reading 
Program theme. Itwasthe 
overwhelming favorite of voters at 
NLA spring meetings. Second and 
third choices. respectively, were 
"Reading is Magic" and "Come 
Read a Lot in Camelot." 



From the Director ... 

Statistical reports and state aid applications from the public libraries of the state were received and audited this 
past month, and most state aid payments should be in the mail by the time this issue of Overtones is delivered. 
This year. in response to prompting by our auditors to ensure compliance with state statutes, the state aid 
application included a question pertaining to library fees . Nebraska statutes, (51-212) have directed since 1911 
that "every library and reading room supported by public tax shall be forever free to the use of the inhabitants of 
the city. village, county. or township maintaining such library" 

Though it is commonly held that public library seNice should be "free," recent years have seen encroachments 
on that principle because of" economic hardship" or a reluctance to give library seNice a local financial priority. 
The result: charges for library cards or a "registration fee ." In most cases the amounts of revenue raised are 
relatively small. The compromise to principle, however. looms larger. American public libraries were founded on 
the principle of universal access; public libraries are to be available without consideration of the ability to pay Our 
founders succeeded in having that idea written into the Nebraska statutes anticipating, no doubt. that without 
the force of law, free libraries would soon disappear. 

NEWS OF NEBRASKA LIBRARIES AND PEOPLE 

BettyLoos Jan Anderson 

The Nebraska Library Commission announces several staff changes. Betty Loos has retired from the 
Technical SeNices division after five years. Janice Anderson began work May 12 and will divide her time 
between Technical SeNices and Administration. Jan has worked for public school systems in Lincoln and 
Tucson, Arizona. Best wishes to NLC receptionist Mary Law Geibel who was married May 9 in Ogallala. 
Steve Jonas, who works part-time in Technical SeNices, will also work part-time this summer for the Nebraska 
Education Information Center Network on development of a computerized statewide directory of community 
seNices to assist library staff with making referrals at the demonstration sites. 

Southeast Library System Administrator Georgia Robertson has received the Academy of American Poets 
1987 Poetry Award. Congratulationsl 

Southeast Community College has approved a 5 ,800-square-foot addition to the learning resource center on 
the Lincoln campus. The addition will provide space for the library a microcomputer laboratory and a centralized 
counseling and placement center. 

The University of Nebraska College of Law Library recently appointed two librarians. Richard Leitner is 
Public SeNices Librarian, and Mitchell Fontenot is Reference Librarian. 



-

Resource Sharing 

The following is a letter to the Nebraska Library Commissioners from Mike Phipps, directorof Omaha Public 
Library A response from NL C director John Kopischke is printed at Mike's request. 

1:" SuudI I ~ Sbftt 
a.a... Nebr.u 6Hl02·IOO4 

(402)""""" 

April 29, 1987 

TO: Nebraska Library Commissioners 

FROM: Michael Phipps, Omaha Public Library 

RE: Resource Sharing 

All the research that has been done indicates that 
resource sharing is an insignificant part of total 
library service. Library customers want materials 
available immediately and will generally do without 
rather than wait for a document to be delivered from 
a remote location. 

In recent meetings between the Public Resource 
Library Group and NLC staff, the issue of resource 
sharing has come up a number of times. I would 
like to follow up on several points. In doing so 
I would emphasize that these are my views which 
mayor may not be shared by other members of the 
Public Resource Library Group. 

Good business practice as well as common sense dictates 
that fiscal resources be allocated where they will do 
the most good, and it is highly questionable that 
resource sharing fits that description. 

John mentioned on April 10 an article I published 
recently. I have enclosed a copy in case you are 
interested. I have also enclosed a copy of a recent 
book by Tom Ballard which I strongly urge you to 
read. It's the most thorough and analytical look 

Resource sharing is a topic of considerable interest 
to me and in the library community nationally. For 
the last two decades resource sharing has been a 
sacred cow in the library profession in the way that 
outreach was from the mid-fifties through the early 
seventies. 

For some time now a minority of librarians have 
been calling for a reassessment of the assumptions 
underlying resource sharing and a rigorous cost! 
benefit analysis of current and proposed resource 
sharing schemes. 

It is not that I am opposed to sharing resources -
far from it. What I am opposed to is the substitution 
of resource sharing networks and systems for the 
development of strong local services. 

From the DIrector. , . 

at the costs and effectiveness of resource sharing 
that has ever been done. There is, unfortunately, 
a very unflattering reference to Nebraska on page 
236. 

I would not ask the Nebraska Library Commission to 
abandon completely its encouragement and support of 
resource sharing. I would ask, however, that the 
Commissioners take a hard, analytical look at resource 
sharing and its costs and develop long-range programs 
which give support to resource sharing that is com
mensurate with its benefits. 

MP:lt 
Encls. 

cc: John Kopischke 

The argument that library resource sharing is no more than a passing fancy overlooks both an essential 
charaaeristic about libraries in general and a fundamental condition of libraries in Nebraska in particula[ 

"Resource sharing" is notan adjuna to library service, it is the very essence of it. What is any library bur a 
collective effort to share library materials among individual readers7 What difference does it make whether the 
materials to be shared are housed in one building or many. the principle is the same. The problems are the same, 
too, and the arguments leveled against resource sharing networks, can also be brought against the IndiVidual 
library. Isn't it rather time-consuming and frustrating for the eager reader to have to wait for hiS or her library to 
make an acquisition decision, purchase, catalog, and process an item - and possibly loan It out to some other 
eager reader7 

Wouldn't our readers be more efficiently served by going directly to the bookstore and getting the goods off the 
rack71nstead of making heavy Investments in library buildings and equipment. could we not diVide the funds 
among those who wish to read books and let each individual acquire instant gratification at the bookstore7 

I don't think so. Libraries were invented and are sustained because sharing works, and "resource sharing" as we 
know it today. is no more and no less than the extension of the concept of what a single library is. Resource 
sharing is not a sacred cow, but so far as libraries are concemed, resource sharing may be a sacred prinCiple. 

In Nebraska, resource sharing isa neccessity. No one would deny that it would be preferable to have a full range 
of attraaive library resources within convenient range of every resident. That's poSSible and feaSible In the 
densely populated parts of the state where a tax base can support good libraries. There are, however. more than 
500 communioes in Nebraska, only slightly more than half of which have public libraries.A fair proportion of 
those that do have libraries, operate them with less than S 2,000 per year for income. At best, the smallest libraries 
can offer only the narrowest seleaion of commonly requested materials. To meet demands outside that span, 
resource shanng programs have beeninvented, nurtured, and enhanced. This IS no trendy. passing fancy. ThiS is 
something that has been an integral part of public library service for more than fifty years. In proportion to the 
total CIrculation of books, the number of interlibrary loans may indeed look small, but no one who routinely uses 
that service would ever describe it as "insignificant." 

Mr. Ballard's view of the library world may be pelfealy valid for New Jersey. but his vision falls short of the real 
world of Nebraska. Our circumstances he has neither considered nor addressed. The reference which he makes 
to RICK on page 236 of his book is not inflattering, it is untrue. Users of the service are notonly Willing to pay for It. 
they do pay for it. ~ I~ 



NLA Spring Meetings 

'895 

Special and Institutional Libraries Section 

May " 1987 In Hastings 

Bonnie Mack from the University of Wyoming libraries addresses the theme 
"Doing More With Less. " 

Participants enjoy a poster session in the afternoon. 



Public Library, Trustees, and School, Children, and Young People's Section 

and the ParaprofessIonal Roundtable 

May4-8, 19871n Gering, Lexington, York, Neligh, and Ralston 

Shirley Flack and Jim Minges answer questions on guidelines for public libraries, 
accreditation of libraries, and librarian certification. 

Ellen Snow, presidentofthe Paraprofessional Roundtable, discusses past, present, 
and future directions of the group. 



MOMENT TO MOMENT 

JUNE 

June I 1-12, 1987 
OMAHA SUMMER READING CONFERENCE 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Topic: "Keeping Them Reading: Extension & Motivation." 
Authors Richard Peck and Doris Roettger; storyteller and 
author Duane Hutchinson, and dramatic readers Barb and 
George Conrad will be featured. 
Cost: 5 10.00 MRC members; 525 .00 non-MRC members 
Contact: Emily Ryan, 9140 Park Dr., Omaha, NE 68127 
(402)339-6814 

June 19-20, 1987 
EDUCATIONAL MEDIA UPDATE 
Emporia, Kansas 
Topic: A review of curriculum trends and issues as they 
influence new educational technology and media with 
implications for elementary and secondary school curricula. 
Optional Friday evening film evaluation activity Instructor: Dr. 
Judith Meyers, Director of Library Media SeNices, Wichita 
Public Schools . 
Cost: 560.00 
Contact: School of Library and Information Management. 
Emporia State University Emporia, KS 6680 I 
(316)343-1200, ext. 5203 

June 27-July 2, 1987 
ALA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
San Francisco, California 
Topics: The theme this year is" Diversity: The Challenge to 
America 's Libraries"; other events include preconference 
institutes, inaugural banquet. President's Dance, library visits, 
tours, and a Fun RunlWalk. 
Cost: 568.00 members; 5130.00 non-members 
Contact: American Library Association, Conference 
Registration, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611 
(312)944-6780 

JULY 

July 1, 1987 
POWERFUL BUSINESS WRITING SKILLS 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Topic: An intensive one-day workshop for anyone whose job 
includes writing effective letters, memos, reports, or 
proposals. 
Cost: 569 .00 
Contact: National Career Workshops, 6901 W 63rdSr.. P.O. 
Box 2949, Shawnee Mission, KS 6620 1-1349 
(800) 2 58-7246 

July 19-24, 1987 
MIDDLE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM FOR LIBRARY 
ADMINISTRATORS 
Oxford, Ohio 
Topics: Roles and responsibilities of library administrators, 
effective leadership styles, diagnosing and measuring 
performance, motivation and communication, and time 
management. 
Cost: 5555 (includes materials, lodging, and most meals) 
Credit: 3 CEUs 
Contact: Lori Beier; Center for Management Development 
School of Business Administration, Miami University 103-E 
Laws Hall, Oxford, OH 45056 
(513)529-2132 

July 19-24, 1987 
ADVANCED MANAGEMENT PROGRAM FOR LIBRARY 
ADMINISTRATORS 
Oxford, Ohio 
Topics: Organization and delegation, decision-making, 
change and conflict resolution, team-building, maximizing 
managerial effectiveness, designing library strategies. 
Cost: 5555 (includes materials, lodging, and most meals) 
Credit: 3 CEUs 
Contact: Lori Beier; Center for Management Development 
School of Business Administration, Miami University 103-E 
Laws Hall, Oxford, OH 45056 
(513)529-2132 



Thank You 
NLC Volunteersl 

The Nebraska Library Commission recognized it's volunteers during National 
Volunteer Week with an old-fashioned pie social. Most of the volunteers seNe 
within the Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, where they 
provide more than 4,000 hours annually NLC staff members made brief 
presentations explaining agency programs including the Nebraska Education 
Information Center Network, the Nebraska Film and AV SeNice, Nebraska 
Publications Clearinghouse, and the Summer Reading Program. 

Dave Oertli distributes certificates of appreciation to the volunteers. 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, National Volunteer Week is currently being celebrated; and 

WHEREAS, the Nebraska Library Commission is fortunate to have more than 
fifty volunteers in the Nebraska Library for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped contributing over 4,000 hours a year; and 

WHEREAS, throughout the State of Nebraska volunteers have long given their 
energy, skill, and support to the development of library seNice; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Library Commission of the State of Nebraska hereby 
recognizes and commends the volunteers of the Nebraska Library Commission, 
and all the libraries of Nebraska, for their very valuable contribution to library 
seNice throughout the state. 

Library 
Commissioners 
Meet 

The Nebraska Library Commission 
held a specially scheduled meeting 
Saturday. May 2, to receive 
recommendations of Samuel Van 
Pelt, facilitator of a series of 
meetings between the 
Commission and representatives of 
the Public Resource Library group. 

Mr: Van Pelt met briefly with the 
Commissioners and the Resource 
Library Group representatives and 
it was agreed that he would 
prepare written recommendations 
and submit them on or before May 
19. Commissioners will review the 
recommendations at their 
scheduled meeting June 4. 

In other business, the board 
reviewed current-year grants to 
libraries and approved grant 
proposals from the Juvenile 
Resource Center libraries. Also 
approved were agreements 
between the Commission and the 
Education Information Center 
demonstration site libraries. 

Members were briefed on the 
financial status of the agency and 
the pending budget request. The 
new public library guidelines, 
public librarian certification 
manual, and guidelines for library 
seNice to young people were 
discussed briefly 

Steve Ooten, administrator of the 
Panhandle Library System, 
presented a request on behalf of 
the Library Systems to meet with 
the Commissioners to discuss 
issues, policies, and plans for 
statewide library seNice. 

Copies of the meeting minutes are 
available on request. 

.. 1.1. 



Juvenile Resource 
Center Grants 

Grant proposals from the Juvenile Resource Centers in Nebraska's six library 
systems have been approved by the system boards and submitted to the 
Nebraska Library Commission. Each Juvenile Resource Center will receive a 
grant of $ 1,000 to enhance support for seNices to young people. The seNices 
and resources which will be made available through these grants include 
storytelling packets with books, props, and program outlines; reference 
materials for adults working with children;juvenile and young adult books for 
interlibrary loan and rotating collections; videocassette equipment for children's 
programming and juvenile seNice workshops; letter/graphics production 
equipment for production of summer reading program materials and other 
promotional/display materials; and production of a training videotape on 
teaching library skills to students. 

The Juvenile Resource Centers are: 
Keene Memorial Library (Fremont) - Eastern Library System 
Grand Island Public Library - Meridian Library System 
Columbus Public Library - Northeast Library System 
Scottsbluff Public Library - Panhandle Library System 
Hastings Public Library - Republican Valley Library System 
Beatrice Public Library - Southeast Library System 

~I [nebraska library commission I I lII20 P su-t lincoh. Neb<asIco 68S08 4I02/qn.2()q5 
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Position Open 

Elementary Media Specialist 
Lincoln Public Schools. Must 
qualify for Nebraska teaching 
certificate with media 
endorsement. Contact the 
Personnel Office, Lincoln Public 
Schools, P.O. Box 82889, Lincoln, 
NE 68501; (402)473-0214. 
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Kopischke Resigns as Commission Director 

John Kopischke has resigned as Director of the Nebraska Library Commission 
effective September 8, 1987. Citing " irreconcilable differences," his resignation 
culminated a year of strained relations with the Board. The following is a brief recap 
of the many significant improvements made in statewide library seNices since 
John's appointment as Commission Director in August 1976: 

• NEBASE. the state network for access to OCLC and one of only two OCLC -affiliated networks which 
are part of a state library agency, was formed. Computer-assisted cataloging, as delivered via OCLC was the 
impetus for replacement of the original Nebraska Union Catalog. The Union Catalog was superceded by a 
computer output microform catalog known as NEUCA T. A federaf grant allowed the creation of NEULlST, the 
serial component of the Union Catalog, in 1979. 

• The outmoded teletype library network was replaced by microcomputers linked through the state 
telecommunications system. The electronic library communications network, NeLCmS, was expanded to 
include interlibrary loan messaging, a bulletin board, special databases, and electronic mail. Agreements with 
State Resource Libraries were developed and aid provided under a " net lender" program. Grants awarded to 
libraries for installation of OCLC seNices and retrospective conversion further helped automate Nebraska 
libraries. 

• Library development focused on regional programs, developed through designated multi-type library 
systems. The organization of library system boards, made up of representatives from within the system area, and 
support for system planning and programming has transferred program development and management to the 
people most directly involved in those seNices. The Commission has maintained its responsibilities for oversight 
and coordination of regional programs. 

• Despite major budget reductions, the film program was expanded through addition of the State 
Department of Health film collection, and acquisition of the University of Nebraska film collection . A 
computerized booking system was developed, allowing more effective management of the film program. 

• Library seNice to children was expanded and enhanced. Six libraries are now Juvenile Resource 
Centers, and a state Summer Reading Program was instituted, with public and school libraries and thousands of 
Nebraska children participating. 

• Last year; the Commission received a grant from the WK. Kellogg Foundation to establish the 
Nebraska Education Information Center Network. Nebraska was one of only four states awarded Kellogg grants 
for this purpose. The network responds to those seeking educational and career information due to the loss of 
jobs and income resulting from the declining agricultural economy 

• SeNices to special populations were given high priority The Library for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped reaches a growing number of users, and is gradually automating its major operations. A Friends 
group was formed to aid and promote seNices. Support from the Commission helped establish the Consumer 

(continued on next page} 



Kopischke Resigns 
(continued from page I) 

Health Information Resource SeNice (CHIRS). The Commission funds a toll-free telephone line for information on 
literacy programs and assistance. The Books-By-Mail Program was expanded to supplement library seNices to 
rural communities. 

The many changes brought about during John's directorship of the Nebraska Library Commission will be 
felt and appreciated long after he leaves. John's commitment to statewide development has meant improved 
library seNices for all Nebraskans. 

System Grants Approved 

Library System funding in theamountof S447,5OOforthe 1987/88fiscal 
year was approved at the Library Commission meeting on June 4, 1987. 
System funding allocations include base operating grants of S 58,500 per 
System, discretionary funding for new and significantly upgraded seNice 
programs, and grants to partially fund the cost of professional System staff. 
Among the projects receiving discretionary grants are upgraded reference and 
interlibrary loan seNices, purchasing and cataloging seNices, training and 
professional development activities, automation development programs, and 
support of Juvenile Resource Center activities. Amounts of System funding 
approved are: 

System 
Funding Total 

Eastern 77,750 
Meridian 68,700 
Northeast 76,500 
Panhandle 73,225 
Republican Valley 72,500 
Southeast 78,825 

Total 447,500 

Additional information will be published in forthcoming issues of 
Overtones. 

Institutional Meeting 
Features ~orkshop 

An Institutional Librarians' 
meeting,jointly sponsored by the 
Nebraska Library Commission and 
the Department of Corrections, 
was held May 14 at the Staff 
Training Academy in Lincoln . The 
workshop, "What You Think Is 
What They See," dealt with 
adaptive behaviors, particularly for 
women, in the workplace. It was 
presented by Sue Outson and Judy 
Meisner; both Department of 
Corrections staff members. 

Attendees were from the 
Lincoln Correctional Center; 
Omaha Correctional Center, 
Hastings Regional Center; Grand 
Island Veteran's Home, Staff 
Training Academy. VA Medical 
Center in Lincoln, and the 
Nebraska Library Commission . The 
workshop was arranged by Doris 
May. Library Coordinator; 
Department of Corrections, and 
Dick Allen, Nebraska Library 
Commission. 



From The Director ... 

"It is moved that the Commissioners continue to 
support quality library seNice for all Nebraskans; to 
support multi-type library cooperation; to support the 
System concept; and to support local seNice in all 
libraries, large and small." 

In the turbulent days of late May and early June that culminated in my resignation as Commission director, 
Commission Chairman Joe Johnson received many letters from people who believed or feared or suspected 
thatthe Library Commissioners were more inclined toward the interests of the larger public libraries and less 
inclined toward other elements of the Nebraska library community To counteract that impression, and to 
reassure everyone that the Commissioners do indeed have a broader perspective, the motion shown above 
was approved unanimously during the last session of the June 5 Commission meeting. 

The letters provide compelling testimony to the value and worth of multi-type library resource sharing and 
library systems development. At my request the letters have been made part of the Commissioner's official 
records. 

State Advisory 
Council Meets 

The State Advisory Council 
on Librariesheld its spring meeting 
atthe Von Riesen Library at 
McCook Community College June 
2. The Council received progress 
reports on the development of 
public library guidelines, the 
certification program, and the 
Library Commission budget. 

The long-range planning 
committee reported on its work in 
developing recommendations 
concerning formation of a task 
force on library statutes. The 
committee also addressed 
processes for library automation 
and strategic planning. 

The library systems 
committee reported on planning 
and preparations for the Systems 
Planning Retreat to be held in 
Aurora on September I I and 12. 

Nebraskans for Libraries 

Nebraskans for Libraries is a political action committee dedicated to 
improving library seNice in Nebraska by bringing library concerns and issues to 
the attention of policymakers and legislators. Members are urged to become 
involved in local library boards and foundations, talk with local and state 
representatives about the importance of libraries, and to be a library supporter in 
their communities. 

Nebraskans for Libraries has initiated a "Centennial Club" for NLA 
members who contribute $ 100 to the PAC within a two-year period. Club 
members will be recognized with a special emblem which they will be 
encouraged to wear at all library functions, and they will be listed in NLAO. 
NLA members who contribute $ 10 or more receive a "Get Thee Behind Thy 
Library" button. 

Board members for Nebraskans for Libraries are Thomas Boyle, Fremont; 
Connie Champlin, Omaha; Shirley Flack, Scottsbluff; Jane Geske, Lincoln; .~ 

Wayne Hanway, Norfolk; Bob Trautwein, Columbus; Elaine Norton, David I). 1 

City; Mary Olsen, Hastings; and Laureen Riedesel, Beatrice. For more 
information orto make a contribution, contact Bob Trautwein, Columbus 
Public Library, 2504 14th St.. Columbus, NE 6860 I; (402)564-71 16. 



Nebraska Education Information 
Center Network Training 

Directors Meet 

Directors from the Nebraska Education Information Center Network 
demonstration site libraries met for an orientation recently in Lincoln. The group 
discussed the project's goals and the needs of adults in transition, and reviewed 
information on career and lifestyle changes, education, and business 
development. Project director Mary Jo Ryan explained that ideally; adults facing 
these kinds of changes will have the opportunity to first do a self-assessment 
and an assessment of the world of work, and then use information they've 
gathered to help decide on a course of action. The role of the demonstration 
sites will be to provide print materials, computer-assisted, deciSion-making tools, 
audio-visual resources, and educational programs and workshops, and to make 
referrals to other community resources. 

The review of possible materials forthe demonstration sites included 
videos from Columbus Public Library which director Bob Trautwein has 
purchased with a special career materials development grant from the women's 
division of the Columbus Chamber of Commerce. 

Attending the meeting were Maggie Harding, Crete; Sharon Osenga, 
Holdrege; Bob Trautwein, Columbus; Julie Senden, West Point; Mavis Mclean, 
Alliance; and Margaret Parker; Broken Bow. 

On-Site Staff Orientation 

Orientation sessions were held in May for staff of all six demonstration site 
libraries. Mary Jo Ryan provided background information on the project and led 
discussions about how each local site can design service to meet the 
community's needs. Participants reviewed sample materials and initiated plans 
for networking with other organizations. 

Materials Selection and Marketin[j Trainin[jSession 

Don Reynolds, associate director of the Central Kansas Library System, 
presented a workshop on materials selection. Don's presentation touched on 
basic selection philosophy and methodology; and suggested speCifiC cntena and 
tools useful in selecting career, education, and business development materials. 
He shared sample booklists and the Kansas Rural Resource Reference Manual 
which can be used as models for the demonstration sites. Attending the session 
were fifteen librarians representing the demonstration site libraries and three 
public resource libraries interested in upgrading their career; education, .and busi
ness development collections. Don's interesting anecdotes and practical. step
by-step approach to developing special materials collections were very well 
received by the participants. Handouts from the session are available from Mary 
Jo Ryan at NLC. 

ESC 
Reading 
Program 

The Nebraska Library 
Commission will be cooperating 
with the Nebraska Federation of 
Women's Club's Epsilon Sigma 
Omicron chapter to promote and 
encourage the reading of good 
books. Federation members will 
read books from ten lists developed 
by the Commission, report on their 
reading, and receive recognition 
after the required number of books 
has been read. The ten lists (each 
consisting of twelve titles) are 
American Classics, World Classics, 
Modern Classics, Children's 
Literature, Biography and 
Autobiography; History; Nebraska 
and the Region, Religion, 
Psychology; and Social Issues. 

For more information, 
contact Dick Allen at NLC. 

Grantsmanship 
Training 
Program 

Employees of non-profit 
agenCies can learn how 
foundations and corporations 
make grants at a training program 
in Lincoln July 20-24, J 987. Other 
topics will include how to identify 
which foundations can help your 
organization, how to obtain 
government funding, how to use 
grantsmanship as a tool to improve 
your agency's planning and 
management and how to write 
proposals to government and 
private sources for general support, 
capital needs, and special 
programs. The cost is $495 forthe 
first registrant with $ 50 discount for 
additional registrants from the 
same agency For more 
information, contact Program 
Registrar; The Grantsmanship 
Center; 650 S. Spring St.. Suite 507, 
PO. Box62JO, Los Angeles, CA 
900J 4; (800)42 J -95 J 2. 



Lions Donation To 
Aid Automation of NLBPH 

The Nebraska Lions Foundation has donated $ 2,000 to the Nebraska 
Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLBPH) to help finance 
automation of the library's major operations. Library director Dave Oertli 
estimates that $ J 8,300 is still needed before the Library of Congress READS 
automation system can be implemented. 

The Nebraska Library forthe Blind and Physically Handicapped accepts 
gifts on a tax-exempt basis. Anyone interested in supporting this special project 
on behalf of visually impaired Nebraskans is asked to contact the library at the 
Nebraska Library Commission . 

The Nebraska Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped provides 
free talking books, magazines, playback equipment, and braille to Nebraskans 
who cannot see to read regular print or who cannot hold a book orturn its 
pages. Nearly 3,000 individuals piUS more than 300 nursing homes, hospitals, 
schools, and senior citizen centers currently receive this free seNice. 

NLBPH is one of fifty-seven regional libraries forming a nationwide, 
cooperative network headed by the Library of Congress. NLBPH's subregional 
library. located in the North Platte Public Library. provides direct seNice to blind 
and physically handicapped borrowers in Nebraska 's western counties. 

The library is experiencing steady growth each year in the number of 
patrons seNed and in the amount of materials sent to borrowers. An increased 
number of children with visual handicaps and heightened awareness of 
dyslexia in school-aged children, plus a growing number of Nebraskans aged 
60 or older have brought increased demand for the library's seNices. 

Appointments Made To 
NLBPH Advisory Committee 

Harriett Shurtleff of Lincoln and Arlene Cramer of Red Cloud have been 
appointed for two-year terms to the Nebraska Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped Advisory Committee, a standing committee of the State 
Advisory Council on Libraries. Two other members, Linda Ewasiuk of Elkhorn 
and Mary Anne Karstens of Omaha were reappointed to second terms. The 
appointments were made by Maggie Harding, chair of the State Advisory 
Council. 

Other committee members include Lorraine Bamberry. Papillion; Ed 
Launer. North Platte; Dr. Glen Tucker. Grand Island; and James Scott HaNey 
and John Smith, both of Lincoln . 

The Advisory Committee meets at least twice a year to provide 
recommendations concerning library policies, seNices, and programs. 

Governor's 
Conference 
On Aging 

"Talking Books: The Free 
SeNices of the Nebraska Library for 
the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped" was the title of a 
round table presentation featured 
atthe J 987 Governor's 
Conference on Aging. The 
conference was held in Kearney 
May 20-22. 

Library Commission staff 
member Marla Bouton hosted the 
round table. Most of those 
attending were care providers for 
the elderly and several knew about 
the program because family 
members were receiving the 
library 's seNices. 

With the theme, 
"Adventures in Aging," the 
Governor's Conference attracted 
more than 400 participants. During 
a Friday morning session, 
attendees could choose three of 
thirty round tables, which covered 
such themes as " Cancer Facts," 
"Protection in Rural Areas," " Older 
Drivers," and "Fund-Raising." 

Library application forms 
and brochures were distributed to 
interested individuals. 
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Summer 
Reading 
Program 

Summer Reading Program 
book bags were mailed June J J, 
J 987. All other materials are 
available for re-orders except 
letterhead, balloons, pencils, and 
coloring contest sheets. 

If you have not received 
your book bags or if you'd like to 
re-order materials, please contact 
Doreen Kuhlmann at NLC. 

Position Open 

Technical SeNices Librarian, 
University of Nebraska at Omaha. 
Responsibilities include cataloging, 
editing, maintaining effective 
communication with Collection, 
Development and Reference 
faculty. assisting in development of 
policies, activities with other 
departments, and special projects. 
ALA-accredited MLS, knowledge 
ofLC classification, LC sUbject 
headings, and OCLC or similar 
cataloging utility One year 
professional experience minimum. 
Preferred: reading knowledge of 
German. Salary: $ J 8,000 to 
$ J 9,000, tenure track. Send letter 
of application, resume, and names 
of three references no laterthan 
8/3 J /87 to Ella Jane Bailey. 
Chairperson, Technical SeNices 
Dept., University Library. University 
of Nebraska Omaha, Omaha, NE 
68 J 82-0237. AA/EEO 
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Commissioner 
Terms 
Expire 

Commission Chairman Joe 
Johnson of Anselmo and 
Commissioner Lorraine Pallesen of 
Lincoln completed their appointed 
terms to the Library Commission 
on June 8. Both were appointed 
by Governor Robert Kerrey in 
October J 984 and are eligible for 
reappointment to second 
three-year terms. 
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Governor Appoints 
New Commissioners 

Mary Carper of Lincoln and Gayle Stock of Omaha have been appointed by 
Gov. Kay Orr to three-y ear terms on the Nebraska Library Commission . They 
replace Joe Johnson and Lorraine Pallesen whose terms expired in June. 

Gayle Stock is a real estate salesperson for N .P Dodge. She has seNed on the 
Nebraska Education Television Commission, and on the boards of several 
organizations including United Way of the Midlands, Heartland chapter of the 
American Red Cross, Omaha Ballet. Clarkson Hospital SeNice League, and the 
Women's Council of Realtors. Gayle also seNes on the UNO Chancellor's 
Advisory Committee. 

Mary Carper worked as the public information officer for the state division on 
alcoholism, and directed the employee assistance program forthe Lincoln 
Council on Alcoholism and Drugs. She has written a program to protect 

I ,.J children from sexual assault. which the Junior League of Lincoln is now using 
for training in elementary schools. Mary has also been involved with St. 
Monica's Home for Women and the Nebraska Chamber Orchestra . She 
currently is co-chair of the Bicentennial Commission . 

Library Communication 
System Upgraded 

The Nebraska Library Communication System reached a significant milestone 
during June with removal of the last six NLC-maintained teleprinter terminals. 
Located in public libraries at Alliance, Fairbury; Holdrege, McCook, Sidney; and 
Valentine, these terminals were replaced by microcomputers equipped with 
J 200 bps modems. 

These new, high-speed units will streamline the interlibrary communication 
process, and will reduce network computer and communications costs 
dramatically Vern Buis of the Library Commission delivered and installed the 
new microcomputers and provided training for library staff. 

NeLCmS was established in J 98 J to replace the TWX-based interlibrary loan 
network. The Library Commission provided TT Model 4 3 teleprinter terminals to 
the regional resource libraries that initially participated in the system. Since that 
time, these terminals have gradually been replaced by microcomputer units 
which are easier to use and offer greater flexibility and speed. 
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Marla Bouton 
Departs Commission 

Marla Bouton has resigned as 
Systems Development Director for 
the Nebraska Library Commission, 
effective July 24 . Marla has been a 
key member of the Commission's 
Library Development team for the 
past ten years, seNing as 
coordinator of the Mari Sandoz and 
Central library networks priorto 
becoming Systems Development 
Director. Marla has taken a leading 
role in developing Nebraska's 
multi-type library systems, 
providing consulting, training, and 
planning assistance. She has 
seNed as the Commission liaison to 
the State Advisory Council Systems 
Committee, and has worked with 
the committee on review of system 
seNice plans and programs. 

Marla has been active in several 
professional organizations 
including the Nebraska Library 
Association, Mountain Plains 
Association, and the Nebraska 
Educational Media Association . 
She is currently co-chair of the J 987 
NEMA convention . 

Marla's enthusiasm, sense of 
humor; knowledge, and devotion 
to improved library seNice for all 
Nebraskans have made her an 
employee who can never entirely 
be replaced . She plans to devote 
her efforts to a family business and 
to pursue other personal interests. 
All of us at the Library Commission 
wish Marla happiness and success 
in her Future activities . 



-- Marla Bouton 

From the Director ... 

A few days ago I helped Marla Bouton close up her office in Kearney and dispatch to the Library Commission 
office in Lincoln the paper manifestation of her eleven years ' work. The accumulation of furnishings and files did 
not amount to much, fitting pretty well into a fairly small car. The legacy that she has left behind, however. is of 
quite another size. It could not be squeezed into any imagined vehicle, for it reaches from one end of the state to 
the other. Her stamp is clearly on Nebraska's multi-type library systems, and her energy and skill are manifest in 
such programs as RICK, system borrower cards, Books By Mail, and all other innovative programs designed to 
improve library service in 'greater Nebraska '. 

What she attempted in the name of library service development. few others would dare; what she endured, 
few others would have stamina for; what she achieved will not soon be equalled or forgotten . 

All the best to you, Marla, don't leave the library world for long. 

Smithsonian 
Exhibition 

The Smithsonian Institution has 
announced a new portable exhibit 
celebrating the diversity of species 
on our planet which lends itself to a 
variety of special programs and 
promotions. 

For order information, contact the 
Smithsonian Institution, Traveling 
Exhibition Service, Washington, 
D.C. 20560. 

EIC National 
Advisory Council 

The Education Information Center National Advisory Council convened for the 
first time during the recent ALA convention with John Kopischke and Mary Jo 
Ryan attending. The WK. Kellogg Foundation, which is funding the Nebraska 
network and similar projects in Washington, Michigan, and Pennsylvania, has 
formed the council to bring together all the various organizations involved in 
EIC activities . 

The Public Library Association (PLAJ of ALA will coordinate activities and 
training for the four demonstration states. PLA will produce a monthly 
newsletter, conduct conference calls, and document progress during the next 
two years. Training will focus on collection development. promotion, 
networking, and integrating community information services into public 
libraries. The Kellogg Foundation has provided additional funding to train 
librarians on computer guidance programs and for development of a formal 
project evaluation. The next meeting of the advisory council will be September 
11 in Chicago. 



NEWS OF NEBRASKA LIBRARIES AND PEOPLE 

University of Nebraska health sciences librarian Carolyn Reid has received the Medical Library Association 
Research Award. Carolyn, w ho has been serving as interim director of the Midcontinental Regional Medical 
Library Program, will be leaving Nebraska to accept a position at Cornell University Medical College. 

Deb Church, children 's librarian at Crete Public LIbrary, is the author of a book to be published this fall on 
story hour programs titled What to 00 With a Rubber Chicken. 

Bellevue Public library reduced its hours July 20 because of bUdget constraints. The library will be closed 
Monday Hours for the rest of the week will be Tuesday - Thursday 10 a.m .-8 p.m. , Friday and Saturday 10 
a.m.-4:30 p.m., and Sunday 1 p .m .-4:30 p.m. 

Greg Wool, serials cataloger at the University of Nebraska - Lincoln, received the Shirley Olofson Memorial 
Award from the Junior Members Roundtable of ALA at the convention in San Francisco. The award is given for 
demonstrated commitment to professional development and involvement in library association activities at the 
local, state, and national levels. 

Dr. Nancy Woelfl became director of McGoogan Library at the University of Nebraska Medical Center July 6. 
She was previously associate supervisor of library services with the National Aeronautics Space Administration 
Lewis Research Center in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Two Nebraska librarians were elected to ALA posts in the recent election. Betty Keefe, children's librarian at 
Leonard Lawrence Elementary School in Bellevue, is the new Recording Secretary for the American Association 
of School Librarians. Connie Champlin, who works in the central office of the Omaha School District was 
elected to the Caldecott Award Committee of the Association for Library Service to Children . 

Diane Greenlee is the new Volunteer and Outreach Librarian for the Nebraska LIbrary for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped, a division of the Library Commission. Diane formerly supervised the audio 
production center for NLBPH. 

A number of Nebraska librarians presented poster sessions at the recent ALA convention in San Francisco: 
Valerie Krzywkowskl, "RICK: A Model Multi-type Cooperative;" Deborah Kane of UNO, "To Search or Not 
to Search : A Descriptive Study of Decision Factors;" Agnes Adams, Judy Johnson, Kay Walter, Kay 
Womack of UNL " An Approval Plan Vendor Review: The Organization and Process;" Sarah Watson and 
LInda Trout of Omaha Public Library. and Angela Arner of Methodist Hospital Library. "Celebrating National 
Library Week: Metropolitan Library Cooperation ." 

LSCA Title " Grants 

Preliminary approval has been given to twelve communities for Library Services 
and Construction Act Title" grants. Projects include federal matching funds for 
building expansion, renovation, handicapped accessibility. and energy 
conservation . 

Communities given initial approval include Bennington: $ 5,000; Crofton: 
54,000; Falls City: 54,750; Hay Springs: 53,000; Lyman: 54,000; Mead: 
$4,300; MInden: 5 J 00,000; North Bend: 5630; Ogallala: S 7,725; Schuyler: 
52,000; Silver Creek: S475; Wisner: S46,998. 

Dialog 
Training 

McGoogan Library at the 
University of Nebraska Medical 
Center hosted a Dialog training 
session June 15 and 16. Ten 
people attended the class, 
including five from school libraries. 
Jan Kavanagh from the 
Bibliographic Center for Research 
in Denver led the group. 



NEBASE Annual Meeting 

Views on the impact of technology on library resource sharing programs were 
presented at the NEBASE annual meeting held at the Omaha Marriott Hotel on 
July 8. The program theme was "OCLC State Networks, and Library Resource 
Sharing - 1987." The nearly 1 00 participants heard Richard Boss of Information 
Systems Consultants, Inc.. describe the evolution of automation in relation to its 
affect on library services. Clarence Walters, OCLC Program Director for State 
and Public Libraries, described OCLC programs and services for support of state 
networks, including group access to the OCLC online union catalog and 
CD-ROM supported databases. 

The program included special interest group sessions on online cataloging, 
interlibrary loan, the OCLC LINK service, future terminals and workstations, 
OCLC users group, and a library automation forum. Bob Pisciotta of the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center and Kitty McGinnis of the University of 
Nebraska - Lincoln were recognized for their membership on OCLC advisory 
committees, and Verda Bialac of the Omaha Public Library for serving as the 
NEBASE representative to the OCLC Users Council. Library Commission 
Director John Kopischke was recognized for his leadership in state network 
development during the past ten years. 

Libraries joining NEBASE since the last annual meeting were introduced: North 
Platte Public Library. Kearney Public Library and Information Center; Bellevue 
College, and Beatrice State Developmental Center. 

Legal Reference Workshop 

Sally Wise, director of the UNL College of Law Library. recently presented a legal 
reference workshop sponsored by JMRT and the Library Commission. 

She defined the three types of law: constitutional, legislative, and 
administrative/executive, and discussed the primary legal references for each 
type, and how and when to use them. A discussion followed on how to obtain 
legal materials, Westlaw (an online reference service), and ethical questions on 
giving legal reference assistance. She stressed that librarians must avoid acting in 
any way as attorneys. They can give very general guidance explaining the 
intricacies of legal reference, but should never give in to patron demands for 
"the answer." 

Sally also distributed flyers and brochures from the Nebraska Bar Association, 
which is a good source of information for" consumers" of legal information. 
Libraries interested in providing these brochures for their patrons can contact 
the Bar Association. 

Those attending the workshop found it very worthwhile and recommend Sally 
to other groups interested in legal reference. Another workshop may be 
scheduled in Kearney if there is sufficient interest. 

Position Open 

LIBRARIAN I position at the 
Nebraska State Historical Society 
starting September 1, 1987. 
Contact the Nebraska State 
Department of Personnel, State 
Office Building, 30 I Centennial 
Mall South, Lincoln, NE 68509 for 
an application form. Completed 
applications may only be received 
by State Personnel between July 
23 and August 20, 1987. Contact 
Cindy S. Drake, Library Operations 
Manager; NSHS, PO. Box82554, 
Lincoln, NE 6850 I for a job 
description. 

Newbery and 
Caldecott Books 

The I 987 edition ofThe Newbery 
and Caldecott Awards, a 
complete listing of Newbery and 
Caldecott Medal and Honor Books, 
is available from the Association for 
Library Service to Children (ALSC). 

The bibliography is designed to aid 
library practitioners, researchers, 
library school educators and 
students and others interested in 
children's literature. Arranged 
chronologically the book has 
author-illustrator and title indexes. 

The Newbery and Caldecott 
Awards may be ordered directly 
from the Association for Library 
Service to Children, ALA. 50 E. 
Huron St.. Chicago, IL 6061 I . The 
66-page paperback is $5 prepaid. 

use your library 



Nebraska Library 
Association Awards 

Elaine Norton and Hildegarde Zeilinger will be honored by NLA this year for 
their outstanding service to Nebraska libraries, and William Kloefkorn will be 
honored for his significant and endUring contributions to the Nebraska book 
world. The awards will be presented at the association's convention in 
Columbus on October 29. 

Elaine Norton will receive the J 987 Meritorious Service Award for her many 
contributions to Nebraska library service. A resident of David City. she has 
served on the David City Library Board, the David City Library Foundation, and 
Friends of the David City Library She also chaired the David City Chautauqua 
J 985. Elaine has been a member of the board of the Northern Library Network, 
the Northeast Library System, the Nebraska Library Commission - which she 
has also chaired -- and served as president of the Nebraska Library Association. 
She currently is chairperson of Nebraskans for Libraries. 

Hildegarde Zeilinger has been chosen to receive this year's Trustee Award in 
special recognition for her service on the York Public Library Board. During the 
past thirty years she has assisted in bringing about many of the changes which 
have transformed the York Public library into a provider of materials and 
serivces forthe city. county. and library system. She has held several positions on 
the board and is currently serving as president. 

William Kloefkorn will receive the Mari Sandoz Award. Kloefkorn, Professor of 
English at Nebraska Wesleyan University. is the Nebraska State Poet and the 
author of numerous books. He was instrumental in establishing the Nebraska 
Poetry-in-the-Schools program. 

CHIRS Advisory 
Council Meets 

The Consumer Health Information Resource Services advisory council met June 
J J at McGoogan Library of Medicine in Omaha. Brenda Epperson, reporting on 
CHIRS usage from J 985 to J 987, said the program fills an average of 33 SUbject 
requests each month with most of the requests routed through local public 
libraries. A majority of libraries and individual users believe the service is indeed 
valuable, and users are willing to pay for it. Although the Library Commission 
has agreed to fund the program for a third year, the council is researching the 
possibility of charging $4.00 per request as a step toward making the program 
self-supporting. Other items discussed included promotion ideas, sources for 
permanent funding, use of the bibliography and continuance of the advisory 
council. 

Members attending the meeting toured the CHIRS facilities and reviewed the 
collection before adjourning. They were project director Marie Reidelbach, 
Brenda Epperson, Mary Jackson, Virginia Kavvidias, Alta Marsh, and Ron 
Norman. 

NLC 
Children's 
Conference 

Gene Wehrheim, a peer counselor 
trainer and young adult behavioral 
specialist from Iowa, will be the 
featured speaker atthis year's 
Conference on Children 's and 
Young Adult Services titled 
"Everything You Ever Wanted to 
Know About Young Adult Services 
- But Didn't Know Who to Ask." 
To accommodate those who 
ordinarily travel a great distance to 

attend the conference, there will 
be two meeting sites this year: 
North Platte Public Library on 
Saturday. August 22, and 
Southeast Community College in 
Beatrice on Saturday. August 29. 

Mr. Wehrheim will present two 
sessions. In the morning, he will 
discuss developmental stages and 
young adult behavior, and in the 
afternoon he will facilitate 
role-playing exercises and 
simulations of young adult needs 
and feelings as they are commonly 
expressed in library settings. 

Other speakers will be Dee Yost 
and Georgia Robertson on 
"Organizing Young Adult 
Programs," and LaJean Price on 
"Building Book-Based Rapport 
with Teens." 

For more information, contact 
Mary Jackson at NLC. 
(402)47 J -2045 or (800)742-769 J. 
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Humphrey Public Library recently celebrated their move from the 
upper floor of City Hall (left} to this new building. Construction was 
supported with a grant of S 24.000 from federal Library Services 
and Construction Act funds 
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Commemorating the Bicentennial of the 
U.S. Constitution 

Vol. 14 No. 8 

Two centuries ago, in May J 787, representatives from the American states convened in Philadelphia to revise a docu
ment which, they hoped, would bring unity and order to their newly created nation. Four months later they com
pleted work on a new national Constitution - a document that laid the foundation for a truly democratic society estab
lishing a federal government of the people, by the people, and for the people. 

Nearly 200 years later, the United States is repaying a debt of gratitude to those founding fathers . The year J 987 is dedi
cated to the commemoration of the Bicentennial of our Constitution . The celebrations will continue into J 988 in 
remembrance of the torturous ratification process of the Constitution by the states. Then, in J 989, Americans will 
obseNe the 200th anniversary of the election of our first President and U.S. Congress, and the appointment of the first 

,-.. Supreme Court. In J 990 and J 99 J programs will focus on the Bill of Rights and amendment procedures to the Consti-
tution . 

Why We Celebrate 

What should the 200th anniversary of the U.S. Constitution mean to modern Americans? Why should we take time 
outto rememberthe signing and ratification of this faded parchment and the formation of our federal government? 

There are many reasons to celebrate. The first is the importance of educating Americans of all ages, the new and the 
old, about the founding of our nation. As it stands today, many Americans do not know enough about our heritage, 
our Constitution, our form of government. Recent studies show that: 

* Three-fourths of American adults did not know the SUbject of the First Amendment; 

* One-fourth of the nation's high school seniors thought it was illegal to start a new political party; 

* One-third of the nation's high school seniors did not know that the Declaration of 
Independence was signed between J 750 and J 800. 

Most Americans probably do not realize the precarious existence of modern constitutions. They do not know that over 
the last 40 years the world has averaged two constitutions per nation, and that nearly two-thirds of the constitutions in 
the world have been adopted since J 970. In fact only J 5 predate World War 11- and none predates our own . 

The Bicentennial offers a chance for Americans to reaffirm the principles for which the Constitution and this country 
stand, those rights and liberties which we tend to take for granted: freedom of expression, freedom of worship, free
dom of choice, the rightto vote, the right to associate with whomever we please. Two centuries after those early 
national leaders completed their struggle to produce a uniquely American Constitution, we have an opportunity to 
gain a new appreciation of their idealism and their genius, and to recommit ourselves to their values of freedom,justice, 
and equality 



~-------w~a~~--------~I 
Banned Books ~eek 1987 
Set For September 19-26 

Banned Books Week '87 - Celebrating the Freedom to Read will be observed 
September 19-26, with the theme "Commemorating the Bicentennial of the 
U.S. Constitution ." The observance highlights the importance of the freedom to 
read and the dangers of censorship. 

Libraries are encouraged to host programs and displays related to books that 
have been censored or challenged . The 1 987 theme highlights the First 
Amendment and serves to publicize the dangers of censorship to the continua
tion of a constitutional republic. 

Judith Krug, director of the American Library Association's Office for Intellectual 
Freedom, said the observance is intended to remind Americans of a freedom 
often taken for granted. "Most would-be censors have high motives - protect
ing themselves, their country. their families - from what they consider danger
ous or threatening ideas," says Krug. "What they forget is that our democratic 
government is based on freedom of expression and the belief that citizens are 
capable of making decisions for themselves." 

Banned Books Week - Celebrating the Freedom to Read is jointly sponsored by 
the American Library Association, the American Booksellers Association, the 
American Society of Journalists and Authors, the Association of American Pub
lishers, and the National Association of College Stores. The event is also 
endorsed by The Library of Congress Center for the Book. 

Nebraska 
Committee fu.
the Humanities Poster Exhibits 

Two poster exhibits are available for loan from the Nebraska Committee for the 
Humanities: 

"The Blessings of Liberty" has twelve poster panels with kiosk, and illustrates 
historical questions about the Constitution: Why was it written? How was the 
struggle for adoption and ratification waged? What subsequent changes were 
made for itto remain resilient for two centuries? 

"T'ls Done" includes twenty wall-mounted panels and traces the develop
ment of the Constitution from conception to implementation. It features repro
ductions of nineteen original documents such as the Declaration of Indepen
dence, Articles of Confederation, the New Jersey and Virginia Plans, first 
printed draft of the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. 

For more information, contact Jennifer Bauman, Nebraska Committee for the 
Humanities, Lincoln Center Bldg ., 215 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, NE 
68508; (402)474-213 1. 

Bicentennial 
Commission 

The national Bicentennial Commis
sion was established by Congress 
to operate until the end of 1 989 
with Chief Justice Warren Burger 
serving as chairman. The purpose 
of the Commission is to promote 
and coordinate bicentennial activi
ties, and to serve as a clearing
house and resource for local com
missions. They regularly mail 
newsletters, magazines, and other 
publications on upcoming events 
and project ideas. If you would like 
to be placed on their mailing list, 
contact: Bicentennial Commission, 
734 Jackson Place, N .W, Wash
ington, D.C. 20403; (202)USA-
1787. 

An outreach packed on the U.S. 
Constitution prepared by ALA is 
available for libraries not receiving 
its traveling exhibition, "Are We to 
Be a Nation?" Materials include a 
slide/cassette presentation, a 
1 7-minute video titled " Portraits 
1 787," brochures, and 
programming ideas such as topics 
fortown meetings, a film list, 
suggp~tions for speakers, and a 
reading list Packets are available 
for loan from the NLC film 
department, or may be purchased 
for $ 60 from the ALA Public 
Information Office, 50 E. Huron St, 
Chicago, IL 606 1 I ; 
(800)545-2433 . 

" The United States Constitution has proved Itse/fthe mos' 
marvelously elastiC compJlaoon of rules of government everr " 
wntren. " 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Radio SpeeCh. March 2. I 930. 



~----------w~a~~--------~ 
r,,1 Federal Documents 

Contact the Library Commission or other depository libraries to borrow these federal documents: 

Commission on the Bicentennial of 
the U.S. Constitution . The ConstI
tution of the United States. 
Washington, D .C : Government 
Printing Office, 1986. Y3 .B47/ 
2:2C76/2 . 
Pocketsize text of the Constitution 
and Amendments, foreword by 
Chief Justice Warren E. Burger. 

Commission on the Bicentennial of 
the U.S. Constitution . Guide to 
Celebrating the Bicentennial of 
the U.S. Constitution. Washing
ton, D . C : Government Printing 
Office, 1987. Y3 .B47/2 :8B47/987. 
Brief guide to setting up a local 
commission and planning activi
ties, where to get more informa
tion, and dates to remember. 

National Endowment for the 
Humanities. Office of the Bicenten
nial of the U.S. Constitution. lnltla
tlve for the Bicentennial of the 
U.S. Constitution. Washington, 
D .C : Government Printing Office, 
1985. NF3 .2:c76/3 . 
Briefly describes NEH's plans to 

promote the study and public 
appreciation of the history and 
principles of the Constitution . 

U.S. Department of Defense. 
Department of the Army Bicen
tennial of the Constitution, 
September 17, 1787-1987:A 
Resource Guide. Washington, 
D . C.: Government Printing Office, 
1987. Dl .6/2:C76/3 . 
Designed especially to help com
mands and public affairs officers 
plan forobseNing the bicenten
nial . Contains biographies, text of 
the Constitution, prepared 
speeches, 18th - century music 
and lyrics, clip art, emphasis on mili
tary-related interests . 

US. Department of the Interior 
National Park SeNice . The Fram
Ing of the Federal Constitution. 
Washington, D .C : Government 
Printing Office, 1986. 129.9/5 : 1 03 . 
A retelling of the story of the draft
ing of the Constitution in 1787, 
with attractive color photographs 
and drawings, brief bibliography 

U.S. Department of the Interior. 
National Park SeNice . Signers of 
the Constitution. Washington, 
DL: Government Printing Office, 
1976. 
Tells the story of the Constitution, 
contains biographies of the men 
who conceived it describes the 
sites and buildings commemorat
ing them. Black-and-white draw
ings and photographs. 

Wright Robert K. Soldier - Sta
tesman of the Constitution. 
Washington, D .C : Government 
Printing Office, 1987. Army Histori
cal Series, D 114.2: 
Explores the contribution of Revo
lutionary War veterans to the fram
ing of the Constitution. Contains 
biographies of these 23 men, sum
maries of the careers of other sign
ers, and selected documents 
penned by the soldier-statesmen. 
Many portraits and reproductions 
in color and a large bibliography 
enhance the publication . 

************************************************** 

Resources on the Constitution 

American Bar Association 
Special Committee on Youth 
Education for Citizenship 
750 N. Lake Shore Drive 
Chicago, IL 60611 
13121988-5738 
The American Bar Association publishes 
newsletters, magazines, a catalog and a 
constitutional bibliography that is updated 
frequently 

Congressional Ouarterly Books 
1414 22nd Street, NW 
Washington DC 20037 
12021887-8620 
Congressional Quarterly produces a num
ber of publications on the Constitution, 
including a guide to the Constitution and a 
U.S. Constitution Bicentennial fact kit. 

ERIC/ChESS 
2805E.10thStreet 
Bloomington, IN 47405 
18 121335-3838 
ERIC/ChESS maintains an extensive record 
of bicentennial publications and projects as 
well as an annotated bibliography of 
resources. 

National Council for the Social Studies 
3501 Newark Street, NW 
Washington, DC 200 16 
1202-966-7840 
NCSS provides information for teachers on 
resources and materials forteaching about 
the Constitution . Also available is a 60-min
ute videotape on the Constitution featuring 
Chief Justice Warren E. Burger and moder
ated by Bill Moyers. 

National Archives and Records 
Administration 
Public Programs Division 
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20408 
12021523-3097 

The National Archives produces a number 
of materials related to the Constitution 
designed especially for classroom use, 
including a facsimile exhibit of 20 docu
ments on the creation of the Constitution. A 
complete list and description of materials is 
available upon request. 



Audiovisual Materials 

The following is a listing of films, videos, filmstrips, and recordings available from the Library Commission that 
generally relate to the Constitution or the legal system. The order number or call number (in parentheses) is nec
essary when booking this material. To orderthe Adams Chronicles series, contact the Humanities Resource 
Center, Suite 422, Lincoln Center Building, 215 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, NE 68508; (402)474-2131 . 

Adams Chronicles 
1 - John Adams, Lawyer (1758-1770). Film. (003621) 
Details the ups and downs of John Adams as an inexperienced young lawyer, his emergence as a voice againstthe unjust practices of 
the British Crown, and his courtship of Abigail Smith . 

2 - John Adams, Revolutionary (1770-1776). Film. (003622) 
Shows John Adams defending the British soldiers who participated in the Boston Massacre and traces the events which led to the First 
and Second Continental Congress. 

3 -John Adams, Diplomat (1776-1783). Film. (003623) 
Ben Franklin and John Adams negotiate with Lord Howe, commander of the British forces. Later, Adams is appointed commissioner 
to France where he assists Franklin in finding allies for the colonies and participates in peace negotiations with Great Britain. 

4 - John Adams, Minister to Great BritaIn. Film. (003624) 
Covers the years I 784 to I 787 in the life of John Adams. Details Adams' family life in Paris and London and his efforts to negotiate 
trade agreements with Great Britain . 

5 - John Adams, VIce President (1788- 1796). Film. (003625) 
Shows how John Adams was chosen as Vice President of the United States under George Washington and the two factions in Ameri
can government. one supporting the French Revolution and the other opposing it. 

6 - John Adams, President 11797-1801). Film. (003626) 
John Adams is sworn in as the second President of the United States, a new crisis arises with France, and many urge Adams to declare 
war with France. After futile peace missions and the XYZ Affair. peace is negotiated with Tallyrand. 

7 - John Quincy Adams, Diplomat (1809-1815). Film. (003627) 
Shows John Quincy Adams as minister to Russia, as head of the American peace commission which negotiates the Treaty of Ghent. 
and as ministerto Great Britain. 

8 - John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State. Film. (003628) 
Covers the years 181 7 to 1825 in the life of John Quincy Adams. Adams is appointed Secretary of State in the Monroe administration 
and concentrates on creating a policy which later comes to be known as the Monroe Doctrine. He becomes a candidate for the Presi
dency and wins when the election must be decided by the House of Representatives. 

9 - John Quincy Adams, President (1825-1829), Film. (003629) 
Reveals the charges of collusion leveled at newly elected President John Quincy Adams, his recommendations for internal improve
ments such as a national highway system and a national bankruptcy law. and his family problems during this period. 

10 - John Quincy Adams, Congressman. Film. (003630) 
Covers the years 1830 to 1848 in the life of John Quincy Adams. Details Adams' career in the U.S. House of Representatives and his 
death at age 80. 

11 - Charles Francis Adams, MInIster to Great BrItain. Film. (003631) 
Details the efforts of Charles Francis Adams to keep the British from recognizing and supplying the Confederacy during the American 
Civil War. 

12 - Henry Adams, HIstorIan (1870-1885). Film. (003632) 
Details the personal lives and careers of Henry Adams and Charles Francis Adams II. Highlights controversies surrounding railroad 
magnates and the radical labor movement and the Adams' efforts at reform. 

13 - Charles Francis Adams II, Industrialist. Film. (003633) 
Covers the years 1886 to 1893 when Charles Francis Adams II serves as president of the Union Pacific Railroad and works to save the 
company from bankruptcy 

Alexander Hamilton. Film. (002321) 
Shows the boyhood of Alexander Hamilton, his contributions to the formation and growth of the United States. and his death at the hands of 
Aaron Burr. 
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America - Part 04, Inventing a Nation. Film. (000404) 
Writer and narrator Alistair Cooke discusses the writing of the Constitution and the secret Independence Hall debates involving Hamilton, 
Mason, and Madison which set precedence for modern politiCS. Visits Jefferson's Virginia home, Monticello, giving insight into the mind 
which created the Bill of Rights, and follows the westward surge across the Appalachians, expanding the character of the new republic. 

The Bill of Rights. Sound recording; excerpts. Script by Elise Bell. (973.3 H) 

The Colonies Mature. Filmstrip. (SFS 973.2 C) 

Congress. Film. (000244) 
Presents a dramatic demonstration of the powers and duties of Congress. The making of a law begins with the concern for a vital issue of the 
voters at home. This issue - a community's need for a food control program - is traced from the action of the congressman, through debate in 
a congressional committee, and to final action on the Senate floor. 

Constitution ofthe United States. VHS Video. (803325) 
This dramatized look at the Constitutional Convention, as seen through the eyes of James Madison, shows how the delegates resolved the 
major issues confronting the states as they struggled to maintain their individual sovereignty in the face of the need to create a strong national 
government. 

The Constitution: That Delicate Balance. BETA Video. 
Gathered in Congress Hall at Independence National Historical Park in Philadelphia, distinguished Americans - members of the Supreme 
Court and Congress, governors, mayors, judges, journalists, and media executives - discuss the nature of current problems in interpret
ing the Bill of Rights. 

1 - The President versus the Congress: Executive Privilege and Delegation of Powers. (80321 I) 
Presents two major questions: Is the executive office bound by congressional limits it does not choose to honor? What can Congress do if 
a President ignores them? 

2 - The President versus the Congress: War Powers and Covert Action. (803212) 
Hypothetical case involving the War Powers Act explores whether the Constitution has relevance in the implementation of foreign pol
icy 

3 - Nomination, Election, and Succession of the President. (803213) 
Explores the role of political parties in nominating a president, the flexibility of the Electoral College when no candidate is clearly electable, 
and the governmental mechanisms set into motion when a President becomes disabled. 

4 - Criminal Justice and a Defendant's Right to a Fair Trial . (8032 I 4) 
The rightof the accused to a fair trial is weighed againstthe right of society to take measures assuring public safety in this program, which 
focuses on legal ethics and the exclusionary rule. 

5 - Crime and Insanity. (8032 I 5) 
A hypothetical political assasination is the vehicle for exploring the insanity defense and the controversy surrounding psychiatric testi
mony in the courtroom. 

6 - Crime and Punishment. (8032 16) 
What constitutes cruel and unusual punishment? The hypothetical case from Program 5 is expanded to introduce questions about sen
tencing and the death penalty 

7 - Campaign Spending: Money and Media . (80321 7) 
Looks at recent attempts to reform campaign financing and the increasing importance of the media in national elections. 

8 - National Security and Freedom of the Press. (8032 I 8) 
Does the Constitution grant the American public a 'right ot know'? Explores the federal government's ability to conductforeign policy 
within a constitutional framework that demands a free, unfettered press. 

9 - School Prayer, Gun Control, and the Right to Assemble. (8032 I 9) 
What is the court's role in determining policy on the sensitive issues of school prayer. gun control, and the right to assemble 7 Posits a 
hypothetical small town beset by First and Second Amendment controversies. 

10 - The Sovereign Self: Right to Live, Right to Die. (803220) 
Personal freedoms and privacy are balanced against state intervention and societal rights in a discussion that touches on abortion, "Baby 
Doe" cases, and the right to die. 

11 - Immigration Reform. (803221 ) 
Covers criteria for admitting foreigners into the United States, legal aliens' rights to social services, employers' responsibilities in hiring 
undocumented persons, and the extent to which illegal aliens have rights. 



12 - Affirmative Action versus Reverse Discrimination. (803222) 
Contemporary society has attempted to redress discriminatory practices with affirmative action programs. Examines accusations that 
affirmative action programs foster reverse discrimination. 

13 - Federalism: The National Government versus the States. (803223) 
Can the federal Government offer special incentives to local school boards to foster the national good? If so, will the standards it imposes, 
and may wish to document, lead to a meritocracy? 

Defining Democracy. Film. (000239) 
Provides a basis for the discussion and appraisal of democracy Illustrates both conditions that tend toward democracy and those that encour
age despotism. 

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington . VHS Video. (802772) 
Frank Capra directed this film starring James Stewart as a Boy Scout leader who accidentally becomes aU .S. senator. Disgusted by the corrup
tion in Washington, he filibusters on the floor of the Senate, delivering an emotional defense of freedom, liberty, and justice that is one of the 
most stirring scenes in movie history 

Road to Independence. Filmstrip. (973 .2 R) 

The Speaker: A Film About Freedom. Film. (000452) 
Presenting the controversial nature of issues related to our First Amendment right to free speech, this film focuses on a high school and sur
rounding community where reactions are expressed strongly and openly for and against the invitation of a prominent scientist-racist who has 
been asked to address the student body Stresses the difficulty in identifying censorShip and proposes that the democratic process could con
ceivably be used to destroy democracy 

Susan B. Anthony Is Tried for Voting. Film. (003207) 
June 18, 1873, was the second day of the legal proceedings in which Susan B. Anthony was prosecuted for voting. This was an important 
moment in history which laid the foundation for political and social equality for American women. 

To Kill a Mockingbird. VHS Video. (802789) 
Based on the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by Harper Lee, the fi lm tells the story of a small Southern town during the Depression that sees an 
eruption of racial bigotry when a lawyer chooses to defend a black man charged with raping a white girl. Winner of three Academy Awards 
including one for best actor Gregory Peck. 

United States Congress. Film. (003232) 
The development of the U.S. congressional system is surveyed from earliest times to the present. Viewers learn of the multitudinous responSi
bilities of the lawmakers. Former Vice President Hubert Humphery comments on historical and constitutional developments and the philoso
phy that has led to the evolution of Congress to its present state. 

United States Supreme Court. Film. (003230) 
The film highlights the history and landmark cases of the Supreme Court, from its beginning in J 789 to the present. Three prominent authori
ties, Judge Luther Youngdahl, Professor Gerald Gunther, and Senator Hubert Humphrey provide insights into the Court's continuing evolu
tion . 

Victory and Constitution. Filmstrip. (SFS 973 .4 V) 

Voting at Eighteen. Film. (0022 J 8) 
The 26th amendment gave millions of young people the right to vote. It gave them a potential voice in matters that many feel strongly about 
- pollution, urban disintegration, racial conflict education, and war. By registering, finding out about the candidates, and then voting, they 
can make their voices heard. 

Years of War: Lexington to Valley Forge. Sound filmstrip. (E I 74.5.A48 Y33) 
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Parchment booklets containing the text of the Constitution, a list of the signers, 
educational activities, and a selected bibliography are available free to libraries. 
Contactthe Nebraska State Bar Association, Constitutional Project, 635 South 
14th St, PO. Box81809, Lincoln, NE 68501 ; (402)475-7091 . 

Posters depicting the signing of the Constitution and bicentennial calendars are 
available free from the Bicentennial Commission, Varner Hall, Room 219,3835 
Holdrege, Lincoln, NE 68583; (402)472-2111. Supplies are limited. 

Nebraska Bicentennial Communities 

Aurora 
Hartington 
Lincoln 
Logan County 
North Platte 

~ Omaha 

O'Neill 
Plattsmouth 

Scottsbluff - Gering 
Seward 

York 

Bicentennial communities have planned a bicentennial 
activity that has been approved by the state commission. 
Libraries in these communities can contact their mayor's 
office for more details. Applications to become a bicenten
nial community are available from the Nebraska Bicenten
nial Commission, Room 219, Varner Hall, 3835 Holdrege, 
Lincoln, NE 68583;(402)472-2111. 

Speakers Bureau 

The Nebraska Committee forthe Humanities has established a special Speakers 
Bureau forthe Bicentennial. The scholars and theirtopics are: David Haberman, 
Creighton University. "Freedom of the Press and National Security"; Bruce Win
ter, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, "Constitutional Expansion: Beyond the 
Amending Process"; Donald Hickey, Wayne State College, "The Birth of the 
Constitution"; Dennis M ihelich, Creighton University. "Values, History, and the 
Reagan Revolution"; Robert Sittig, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, "Constitu
tionalism: Past, Present, and Future"; Kent Kirwan, University of Nebraska, 
Omaha, "The Presidential/Congressional Struggle: The Founders' View of 
Leadership in a Liberal Democracy"; and Tom Mans, Creighton University. 
"The Puzzle of Presidential Selection"; George Watson, Chadron State College, 
" The Constitution: Past and Present"; Phil Jordan, Hastings College, "In Fearof 
Tyrants: The Bill of Rights and American Liberty" 

For more information, contact the Committee for the Humanities, Lincoln Cen
terBldg., Suite 422, 215 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, NE 68508; (402)474-
2131. 

IIWe The People" 

A one-hour tape of "We the Peo
ple " segments running on CBS is 
available for loan from the Library 
Commission film department. The 
VHS videotape was donated by 
KOLN-TV and is a compilation of 
one-minute spots featuring famous 
and ordinary Americans discussing 
aspects of the Constitution and 
what it means to them. 

Bicentennial Books 

These books are available from the 
Library Commission: 

American State Papers: Declara
tion of Independence, Articles of 
Confederation, and the Constitu
tion . The Federalist. Alexander 
Hamilton, James Madison, and 
John Jay ACI .G72 vol. 43 

Biography of the Constitution 
of the United States: Its Origin, 
Formation, Adoption and 
Interpretation. Broadu~Mitchell 

and Louise Pearson Mitchell. JK31 
.M55 1964 

Civil LIberties and the Constitu
tion: Cases and Commentaries. 
Lucius J. Barker and Twiley W 
Barker, Jr. KF4748.82 

Encyclopedia of the American 
Constitution. Leonard W Levy 
KF4548 .E53 1986 

The President and the Consti
tution. Edited by George A. Niko
laieff. KF5053.A2 N54 

The U.S. Constitution Bicenten
nial: A We the People Resource 
Book. Robert P Doyle and Susan 
A. Burk. JK34 .06 1987 
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" The 81J/ of Rights is a born rebel. It reeks with sedition. In 
every clause It shakes its fist in the face of constituted authori
ty .. it is the one guarantee of human freedom to the American 
people. " 

Frank I CObb. Contribution. La Fo/lerres Magazine. January 
1920 

" Ifthere is any principle of the Constitution that more impera
tively calls for attachment than any other it is the principle of 
free thought - not free thought for those who agree with us 
but freedom for the thought that we hate. " 

O liver Wendell Holmes. Jr . Un/red Stares v SchWII77me( 279 
U S. 644 .653 119281 

"Our Constitution is color-blind, and neither knows nor toler
ates classes among citizens. In respect of civtJ rights, all citizens 
are equal before the law. The humblest is the peer of the most 
powerful. " 

John Marshall Harlan . dissenting opinion. Plessy v. Ferguson. 
163 U.S. 537.559 (1 896). 

r::-,I (nebraska library commission I I JoCI2O P Street Lncoln. Neb<osI<o b8508 1I02/ 1171-2()q5 
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"It was we, the people; not we, the white male citizens; nor 
yet we, the male citizens; but we, the whole people, who 
formed the Union. For any state to make sex a qualification 
that must ever result in disenfranchisement of entire half of the 
people is to pass a btl! of attainder; or an ex post facto law, and 
is therefore in violation of the supreme law of the land. Men, 
their rights and nothing more; women their rights and noth
ingless. " 

Susan B. Anthony" Women's R/ght to Suffrage . .. Address. 
1873 

"The press has a preferred position in our constitutional 
scheme not to enable it to make money, not to set newsmen 
apart as a favored class, but to bring fulfillment to the public 's 
right to know. " 

William ON/lie Douglas 

" It seems to me, then, little short of a miracle, that the dele
gates from so many different states ... different in their man
ners, circumstances, and pnjudices should unite in forming a 
system of national government. " 

George Washington letter to Lafayette. February 7. I 788 
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Library Systems Plan Future Directions 

Seeking to clarify roles, mission, and direction, representatives of regional library 
system boards, public resource libraries and the Nebraska Library Commission 
met atthe Youth Leadership Development Center near Aurora on September 
11 and 1 2 for a weekend planning retreat. More than fifty participants 
attending" Aurora II: A Time to Plan," heard a presentation by Pete Hamon, a 
former Nebraskan and currently director of the South Central Library System, 
Madison, Wisconsin. Mr. Hamon presented views on his experiences with 
library system programs in Wisconsin, and library resource sharing in light of 
Thomas Ballard's recent book, The Failures of Resource Sharing in Public 
Libraries and Alternative Strategies for Service (ALA: 1986). Mr. Hamon 
emphasized that library systems help to fill library service needs which cannot be 
met without established, cooperative mechanisms among libraries. 

Rod Wagner. NLC Acting Director. presented scenarios for the Nebraska Union 
Catalog database and automated bibliographical services for libraries. 
Discussion groups followed with comments and recommended approaches for 
the state union catalog database. 

Saturday'S planning sessions included discussion groups on legislation and 
funding; programming; system governance, automation, and access to and 
local financial support for service. Discussion groups were led by Charles 
Gardner. Hastings College; Joie Taylor. Columbus Public Schools; Steve Ooton, 
Panhandle Library System; Sally Kremke, Ord Township Library, and Georgia 
Robertson, Southeast Library System. An afternoon general session, facilitated 
by Dr. Gene Harding, synthesized morning discussions, concluding with a list of 
recommendations to be reviewed by library system officers and the State 
Advisory Council on Libraries. It is expected that recommended actions will be 
made by the State Advisory Council on Libraries for presentation to the 
Nebraska Library Commission. Among the recommendations emerging from 
the planning retreat were initiation of a strategic planning process to identify 
issues and determine strategies for statewide library development and 
examination of Nebraska library statutes to determine legislative needs. 

PLUS 
Extended 

PBS and ABC have announced 
plans to continue PLUS for a 
second year. The next phase, 
running through May 1988, will 
focus on three themes: "Civic 
Literacy," "Literacy in the 
Workforce," and "Literacy and 
Youth." 

Major national television specials, 
additional ABC and PBS 
programming, new public service 
announcements, and a variety of 
local information and public affairs 
programming will be produced 
around the PLUS themes. 

LSCA VI 
Literacy Grants 

November 20 is the deadline for 
new applications underthe Library 
Services and Construction Act title 
VI Library Literacy Program. The 
Department of Education expects 
to make about 250 awards 
averaging 520,000. Applications 
are available from Frank Stevens, 
Library Development Staff, 
Department of Education; 555 
New Jersey Ave. N.W., Room 
402L, Washington, D.C. 
20208-1430; (202)357-6315. 

••••• 



Vern Buis Is 
Employee of the Year 

Vern Buis, the Library 
Commission's Employee of the 
Year, was among those honored 
by Gov. Kay Orr at a ceremony 
August 1 5 in the capitol rotunda. 

As director of computer 
applications, Vern has developed 
online access to the Nebraska 
Publications Checklist, the 
Nebraska Library Communication 
System (NeLCmS), and our 
automated circulation system and 
online catalog. He has also 
designed special programs to meet 
the needs of particular 
departments, and has patiently 
taught staff to use those programs. 
He is a tireless troubleshooter for 
unexpected problems and tasks. 

Direaor John Kopischke and staff association president Sally 
Snyder congratulate Vern Buis. 

ALA Awards 
Program 

In addition to his work with NLCs 
in-house computer system, Vern 
has helped many libraries 
throughout Nebraska with various 
computer-related library 
applications. 

The American Library Association awards program makes it possible for libraries 
to nominate librarians or libraries for creative, innovative, and well-organized 
projects of library development or research. This recognition is in the form of 
cash, scholarships, and research grants. 

The Gale Research Company Financial Development Award is one such 
award. They will offer 52,500 to any public or academic library that succeeded 
in obtaining new funding resources for library development The following are 
samples of the types of projects that have received awards: 

1983: Altoona Area Public Library received an award for conducting a live 
telethon involving seven hours of continuous broadcasting to carry out a 
financial development program 

1985: Dauphin County Public Library System in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
received the award for developing its Book Partners Program as a joint venture 
between the library and the business community 

For additional information, contact members of the Awards Committee: Molly 
Raphael, District of Columbia Public Library; Carol Turner. University of Florida 
Library; Ronald Powell, University of Missouri School of Library and Information 
Science; Janet Welch, Rochester Regional Counc'il; Sylvia Faibisoff (Chair of the 
Committee), University of Oklahoma School of Library and Information Studies; 
or Elaine Wingate, ALA Staff Liaison Awards Committee. 

Vern's dedication, creativity, and 
willingness to share his knowledge 
and skills make him one of the 
Library Commission's most 
valuable assets. 

New Librarian 
of Congress 

James H. Billington, historian, 
author. educator. and 
administrator; succeeded Daniel 
Boorstin as the librarian of 
Congress on September 1 4. 

Billington earned an 
undergraduate degree from 
Princeton University and a 
doctorate from Oxford, where he 
was a Rhodes Scholar. He has 
taught at HaNard, the Russian 
Research Center. and Princeton 
and, since J 973, has seNed as 
director of the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center atthe 
Smithsonian. Billington has 
accompanied several 
congressional delegations to the 
Soviet Union; in July he 
accompanied a group of librarians 
negotiating a bilateral agreement 
of library cooperation in Moscow. 



Ray Lundy 

Ray Lundy 
1916-1987 

Former library commissioner and 
state senator Ray Lundy died 
August 20 in Kearney He seNed 
two terms on the Commission 
from 1972 to 1978, and was 
chairman during his last term. 

Ray was the city manager of 
Kearney for twenty-eight years 
before retiring in 1 981 . He 
provided guidance on many vital 
projects, including construction of 
the public library Among his legacy 
of other accomplishments are 
improvements in the city fire 
department development and 
construction of the airport 
complex, improvement of city 
streets, and the remodeling of city 
offices. 

As a state senator. Ray was a 
strong advocate for libraries and 
education . He supported state 
funding for library systems and 
sponsored a priority bill that 
established a master's degree in 
business administration at Kearney 
State College. 

Chadron State College 
Receives Indian Material 

The Reta King Library at Chadron 
State College has received valuable 
material about Indian treaties, 
laws, and other relations with the 
federal government. 

The material was received from 
University Publications of America 
as payment for editing done by Dr. 
Rolland Dewing, chairman of the 
Division of Social Sciences at CSC. 
Included are ninety-two reels of 
microfilm and six volumes of a 
twenty-volume set titled Early 
American Indian Documents: 
Treaties and Laws. The remaining 
volumes will be sent when they 
are published. 

Reading 
Promotion 
Pamphlet 

The Library of Congress recently 
published National Themes for 
Promoting Reading, a 
fourteen-page illustrated pamphlet 
describing the reading promotion 
projects of the Center for the Book. 
The pamphlet outlines the Center's 
four major themes: "Books Make a 
Difference," "A Nation of 
Readers, " "Read More About It" 
and "Year of the Reader." 
emphasizing how they are used by 
businesses, libraries, and schools 
around the nation. Other ideas are 
also mentioned in hope that others 
will use, adapt or imitate them. 

Single copies of National Themes 
for Promoting Reading are 
available without charge from the 
Library of Congress, Central 
SeNices Division, Washington 
D.C. 20540. 

Highlighting the microfilm are reels 
from FBI files on the American 
Indian Movement and Wounded 
Knee from the 1970s. Much of the 
other microfilm deals with what 
are called "Major Council Meetings 
of American Indian Tribes." There 
are reels on "Reports of the 
Commissioner of the Five Civilized 
Tribes" and on " SuNey of Indian 
ReseNations. " 

In addition, there are reels on the 
Teapot Dome scandal and on the 
Potsdam Conference in Germany 
attended by President Harry 
Truman. 

Position Open 

The City of Omaha is accepting 
applications until November 1 , 
1987, for the position of Librarian I 
in the Omaha Public Library This 
position involves entry-level, 
professional library work in various 
phases of library operations within 
the municipal library system. This 
system includes the main library 
and ten branch libraries. Work may 
include reference work, database 
searching, materials selection, 
program planning, children's 
programming, and supeNision of 
para-professional and clerical 
employees. 

Requirements: Graduation from a 
recognized college or university. 
supplemented by one year of 
graduate-level study leading to a 
MLS degree or any equivalent 
combination of experience and 
training. Salary range: $23,546 to 
S 27,991 per year. Contact Mike 
Mendenhall at (402)444-5303 or 
write: City of Omaha, Personnel 
Department 1819 Farnam St.. 
Suite 506, Omaha, NE 68183. 



Cecelia Kopp Mike Krys! 

NEWS OF NEBRASKA LIBr~ARIES AND PEOPLE 

Barbara Johnson. Public Library Coordinator at the Library Commission. returned to work part-time August 
3 after an extended medical leave. Cecelia Kopp is the new clerical assistant in NLCs Library Resource Center 
and the film department. Her past library experience includes three years in the periodicals department at the 
University of South Dakota library Cecelia replaces Janlne Grantski. who resigned in July to move to Seattle. 
Michael Krysl started work as supeNisor of the Audio Production Center for the Nebraska Library for the 
Blind and Physically Handicapped on August 3. A Kearney State College graduate. Mike previously worked 
for Ranchland Broadcasting Company in O'Neill. 

Development of a customized computer program to process overdue notices has earned the Calvin T. Ryan 
Library at Kearney State College an award from the National Association of College and University Business 
officers. The new program saves KSC $ 1 1,000 annually 

Robert Runyon, director of the library at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. has been elected secretary 
of Friends of Libraries U SA., the national organization of library Friends groups. 

Ann Reinert resigned her position at the Nebraska State Historical Society library August 28 to assume 
duties in the Reference Department of the Mid-Continent Public Library. headquartered in Independence. 
Missouri. 

Sherrill Daniels, director of Reference SeNices at the Nebraska State Historical Society. attended the Sixtieth 
Modern Archives Institute in Kansas City August 3- J 4. The Institute is designed to introduce participants to 
archival theory and practice. 

In honor of her 90th birthday. Ravenna City Library assistant librarian Mollie Ferguson received a surprise 
visit from the entire student body of the elementary school. For the last ten years Mollie has visited the school on 
holidays and read special stories to the children. 
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NlC Recommends Books on Censorship 
by Chlorene Hardy 

LRC Librarian 

The questioning of school library materials by parents or groups of parents is increasing. Librarians should be 
knowledgeable and be prepared to deal with such a situation. The following materials are available from the 
Library Commission. 

CENSORSHIP, A GUIDE FOR SUCCESSFUL WORKSHOP PLANNING. by Linda Schexnaydre. Oryx Press. 1984. 
A step-by-step guide for planning and executing a censorship workshop for public and school librarians. There are sample policies and 
transparency originals. 

TH E COLLECTION PROGRAM IN ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOLS. by Phyllis Jo Van Orden. Lib~arles Unlimited. 1982. 
A book of principles. techniques. and practices; how to apply them to general Issues and speCiFic needs. Many sources of help and 
bibliographies are included. 

DEFUSING CENSORSHIP: THE LlBRARIAN'S GUIDE TO HANDLING CENSORSHIP CONFLICTS. by Frances M . Jones. Oryx 
Press. I 983 . 
An historical background of censorship shows that one of the best ways to promote intellectual freedom and avoid censorship is to be 
prepared. plan ahead. Specifically. have a written policy supported by appropriate selection procedures. have a policy for complaints. 
train the staff. inform and educate school and library boards. 

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM FOR CHILDREN: A PACKET OF MATERIALS. compiled by the ASSOCiation for Library Service to 
Children. ALA. 1984. 
Here are program ideas. policy statements. and a sampling of fliers. bookmarks and brochures for public and school libraries. 

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM MANUAL. 2d ed .. ALA. Office of Intellectual Freedom. 1983 . 
Designed to answer the many practical questions that confront librarians In applying the principles of intellectual freedom. School and 
public libraries are covered 

LIMITING WHAT STUDENTS SHALL READ - BOOKS AND OTHER LEARNING MATERIALS IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS: 
HOW THEY ARE SELECTED AND HOW THEY ARE REMOVED. SUMMARY REPORT ON THE SURVEY "BOOK AND 
MATERIALS SELECTION FOR SCHOOL LIBRARIES AND CLASSROOMS: PROCEDURES. CHALLENGES. AND RESPONSES." 
ASSOCiation of American Publishers. ALA. ASSOCiation for Supervision and Curriculum Development. 
"Policies and Procedures for Selection of Instruction Materials." by the American Association of School Librarians. 
SCHOOL MEDIA QUARTERLY. Winter 1977. p . 109-116. 

SCHOOL LIBRARY AND MEDIA CENTER ACOUISITIONS POLICIES & PROCEDURES. 2d ed .. by Betty Kemp. Oryx Press. 1986 . 
Includes more than a dozen pOlicies. partia l policies by category. procedures. and good appendices of practical Information . ThiS new 
edition provides adVice and sources of reviews for selecting and evaluating computer hardware and software. 

SCHOOL LIBRARY MEDIA ANNUAL. v .2 
CensorShip in the schools in all its forms IS discussed. with current reports. problems. and strategies. The written materials selection 
poliCy. With governing board approval. IS advised as the First line of defense 

A SURVIVAL HANDBOOK FOR THE SCHOOL LIBRARY MEDIA SPECIALIST. by Betty Martin. Library Professional Publications. 
1983 
In addition to basic survival techniques with personal. interpersonal. and organizational problems. there is good adVice on censorShip 
and an appendix section on the all-important materials selection policy 

WORKBOOK FOR SELECTION POLICY WRITING. A LA. Office of Intellectual Freedom. 
This 2S-page workbook gives specific adVice and one complete example for writing a school selection policy 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE: INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM ISSUES AND LIBRARY SERVICES TO YOUTH. compiled by the Intellectual 
Freedom Committee. Youth Adult Services DiVision. ALA. 1986. 
"We cannot adequately defend library collections and services against censorship attempts until we ourselves make the effort to 
understand the legal. political. and social implications of our First Amendment freedoms. And we must be able to persuade the public 
we serve of the importance of supporting and defending these freedoms" There are sample policy statements. sample challenges and 
responses piUS program Ideas and a bibliography 



National Library 
Card Campaign 

October 14 is the official launch of a national library card campaign to parents 
with the theme, "The Best Gift You 'II 'Ever Give Your Child ... A Library 
Card * (*Guaranteed for a lifetime of learning and enjoyment.) " The campaign is 
a jOint effort of the U.S. National Commission on Libraries and Information 
Science, and the American Library Association, and its goal is to put a library 
card in the hands of every school child . 

The secret to a successful campaign is cooperation atthe local level. ALA 
recommends targeting expectant and new parents, working parents, single 
parents, parents of school-age children, grandparents, and minority parents. 
Since those the campaign is targeted to reach are not library users. ALA suggests 
several promotion sites including prenatal centers, day care centers, parents 
groups, churches, grocery stores, sporting events, businesses, and shopping 
malls. 

Promotional materials are available from ALA. There is a kit with four-color 
posters, 200 bookmarks, a tip sheet plus print radio, and TV PSAs for $ 53 . 
Another kit contains four posters and 200 bookmarks, tip sheet and print PSAs 
for $ 20. Individual items are also available. For more information, write for 
Order Form, National Library Card Campaign, ALA Graphics Public 
Information Office, American Library Association, 50 E. Huron St.. Chicago, IL 
60611: orca" (312)944-6780. 

~I (nebraska library commission I I l420 P SbMI lJncc*\ Neb<asIco 68S08 1I021'17l-204S 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
FORWARDING POSTAGE GUARANTEED 

ALA Godart 
Wants You! 

Volunteer to run for one of the 
offices open in ALA's Government 
Documents Round Table by 
contacting a nominating 
committee member. Candidates 
are needed for all the positions 
listed in the front of the September 
issue of Documents to the People. 
Whatever you're interested 
in - federal, state, local, foreign , or 
international documents - there 's 
a place for you to meet others with 
similar interests. If you'd like a list of 
offices open or would like to be a 
candidate, contact committee 
member Jim Veatch, Nashville 
Tech Library. 120 White Bridge Rd; 
Nashville, TN 37209; 
(615)386-1334 . 
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Guidelines and Certification 
Programs Approved by 
Public Librarians and Trustees 

Guidelines for public libraries and a certification program for public librarians 
were approved at the Nebraska Library Association Conference, completing 
eighteen months of effort by the Nebraska library community The two 
programs were approved by the Public Library section of NLA on October 29, 
and endorsed by the Trustees, Users, and Friends section on October 30. The 
plans which were approved, Gearing up for the Twenty-First Century: 
Guidelines for Excellence and Nebraska Certification Manual for Public 
Librarians, were developed by two committees of public librarians, trustees, and 
citizens which have been working on these programs since spring 1986. The 
plans were subsequently approved by the Nebraska Library Commission, and 
will be implemented early in 1988. 

These two programs will have a significant effect on the operation of Nebraska 
public libraries. Public librarians and trustees are encouraged to read the final 
drafts of the plans which were distributed prior to the NLA conference. The 
library development staff of the Nebraska Library Commission and the staff of 
the Nebraska Library Systems will be available to provide information and 
assistance regarding the guidelines and certification programs. 

The efforts of the following people resulted in the development of the guidelines 
and certification documents. 

Guidelines Committee: Shirley Flack, Scottsbluff; Dona Lee Kaminski, Schuyler; 
Jim Minges, Lincoln (NLC); Ron Norman, Kearney (Chair) ; Michael Phipps, 
Omaha; Laureen Riedesel, Beatrice; Sandra Riley; Columbus; Lee Rose, 
Hartington; Anne Senkbeil, Lincoln; Bea Snodgrass, Fairmont. Certification 
Committee: Carol Connor; Lincoln; Shirley Flack, Scottsbluff; Judy Grandstaff, 
Blue Hill; Verne Haselwood, Omaha; Valerie Malzacher; Kearney; Jim Minges, 
Lincoln (NLC); Sharon Osenga, Holdrege (Chair); Lee Rose, Hartington; Sylvia 
Sample, Elkhorn; Ruth Strassler; Neligh; Jane Wendt Lincoln. 

Strategic 
Planning 
Task Force 

The Nebraska Library Commission 
has appointed a Strategic Planning 
Task Force to assist the 
Commission in developing and 
implementing a strategic plan . The 
plan, focusing on statewide library 
development needs, issues, 
objectives, and strategies, is 
expected to be completed by the 
end of 1988. 

At its first meeting the task force 
reviewed purposes and objectives, 
and agreed the initial step is to 
develop a mission statement for the 
Nebraska Library Commission, and 
to develop a process for carrying 
out the planning project. Task force 
members are: Lynette Broderick 
(Seward Junior High School); Carol 
Connor (Lincoln City Libraries); 
Charles Gardner (Hastings 
College); Kent Hendrickson 
(University of Nebraska - Lincoln); 
Steve Ooton (Panhandle Library 
System) . Commission staff 
members working with the task 
force are Rod Wagner; Acting 
Director; Jim Minges, Library 
Development Director; and Sally 
Snyder; Administrative Assistant for 
Programs. 



Nebraska Library 
Commission Meets 

Nebraska Library Commissioners met in Lincoln on Friday, October 9, for a 
regularly scheduled meeting. The following are highlights: 

-Commissioners received progress reports on plans for renovating 
Commission office space, and the search process for the Director position. 

-Continuation of the OClC Retrospective Conversion grant program was 
approved for the current fiscal year, and initiation of demonstration grants for an 
OClC Group Access program for Nebraska libraries and media centers. A 
proposal for a library automation planning grant program was deferred for 
further consideration . 

-Initiation of steps to develop a strategic planning process were approved, 
which will incorporate a review of library legislative needs. 

- An update on the Nebraska Education Information Center Network was 
presented by Mary Jo Ryan. The presentation included a demonstration of the 
online resource directory created for the EIC demonstration sites to assist in 
making referrals for educational and career information. 

-Bud Packett, Assistant Attorney General, described assistance available to 
state agenCies from the Attorney General's Office. 

- An annual schedule of meetings and activities for the Commission was 
reviewed, and a tentative schedule of meetings set for the remainder of the fiscal 
year. Commissioners also accepted a position description for the Commission 
Chair. 

- A new financial report format was presented, and the audit report issued 
by the State Auditor was accepted. 

Commission Approves 
Guidelines and Grant Programs 

At their November J 3 meeting in Lincoln, Library Commissioners received a 
progress report on planning for renovation of Library Commission office space, 
and implementation of the strategic planning process to be carried out in J 988. 
Commissioners approved the Nebraska Public Library Guidelines and 
Certification Program developed in cooperation with the Nebraska Library 
Association. The Guidelines and Certification programs were previously 
adopted by the Nebraska Library Association Public Library and Trustees 
section at the annual conference in October. 

The Commissioners also approved a staff proposal for J 987/88 distribution of 
state aid to public libraries funds, criteria for Library SeNices and Construction 
Act Title 1/ construction funds, and library automation planning grants. 

The Commissioners will hold their next meeting January 8, J 988, in Lincoln. 

State Advisory 
Council 
Reorganizes 

Changes in the organization of the 
State Advisory Council on Libraries 
have been made following a 
review of the Council's structure 
and purpose. 

The primary changes include 
nomination and appointment 
procedures. With the by-laws 
changes adopted by the Council at 
their October J 6 meeting the six 
library systems will now each 
designate one representative from 
their governing board to seNe on 
the Council. The remaining 
Council membership positions w ill 
include twelve appointments at 
large and two ex-officio members 
(the vice president/presidents-elect 
of the Nebraska Library 
Association and Nebraska 
Educational Media Association, or 
other officer selected by each of 
these organizations) . An open 
nominating process conducted by 
the Nebraska Library Commission 
will be used to solicit names of 
individuals for consideration for 
Council appointment. 
Appointments will be made by the 
Commission to provide for 
representation of the diverse needs 
and interests of libraries and library 
seNices throughout the state. 
Council terms were also changed 
from two to three years. 

The primary purpose of the State 
Advisory Council is to advise the 
Nebraska Library Commission on 
library program needs and seNices, 
and to review federal program 
plans and programs developed for 
state participation under the federal 
Library SeNices and Construction 
Act. 

For additional information 
concerning the State Advisory 
Council on Libraries, please contact 
Sally Snyder at NlC. 



NEBRASKA EDUCATIONAL MEDIA 
CONVENTION 

ASSOCIATION 

. SchoolS receives the 
"'" nn of Lincoln public ard 
Dr Clara Rottma . to the Media AW . 

. . dSeNlce 
DistingUishe 

. saker. has written multi-media 
Ed Radlauer. general sessIO;h;:"_int~rest bookS for reluctant 
reading instruction kits an g 
readers. 

Dr. Wilm Si 
'CJ tUtheitpresents . 

a session on mak. ' 
mgpuppets. 

Toni Turner; granddaughterofthe WQ . 
Cather's inspiration for My At . man Who was Willa 
the Future by Rememberin t~~n/a , speaks about "Prepanng for 
Cather's Memoirs. " 9 Past. SharmgAntonia and Willa 



NCLIS 
Award 

The u.s. National Commission on Libraries and Information Science announces 
the establishment of an annual award to honor initiative in improving and 
promoting library and information services. The new award will recognize the 
best initiative taken by an individual or nongovernmental, nonlibrary 
organization in improving and promoting library and information services in the 
previous calendar year. The first NCLIS Recognition Award will be presented in 
Washington, D .C. in the spring of 1988. 

Nominees for the award must be American citizens or nongovernmental. 
nonlibrary organizations, including businesses, trade unions, charitable 
institutions, and volunteer associations or groups. 

For nomination forms and additional information, write Recognition Awards, 
U.S. National Commission on Libraries and Information Science, 1111 18th 
Street. NW, Suite 31 0, Washington, D.C. 20036. Deadline for nominations is 
January 15, 1988. 

Take Time To Read 
Read a poem aloud each night 
before dinner. Read to your kids. 

Make all your gifts books. 
Subscribe to a magazine you've 
always wanted. Read the book 

before you see the movie. 
Make sure everyone in your 
family has a library card. 

Make sure they use it. 
Experience the power and 

pleasure of reading. 

Use Your Library 

American Library Association 

NLBPH Director 
On Library of 
Congress Committee 

Dave Oertli, director of the 
Nebraska Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped, recently 
attended a meeting of the National 
Library Service's Audio Equipment 
Advisory Committee. He was 
appointed to a two-year term by 
the Western Council of Librarians 
Serving the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped. 

The ad hoc committee will provide 
recommendations to NLS staff for 
improving machines and 
accessories, and planning for new 
equipment. The committee is 
composed of librarians, patrons, 
and members of Telephone 
Pioneers, an organization of 
telephone employee volunteers 
who repair broken playback 
equipment and accessories. 

The Constitution 
In Braille 

Free braille copies of the 
Constitution are available as a 
reSUlt of a grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. 
To order; write to the National 
Braille Press, 88 St. Stephen St., 
Boston, MA0211S. 

Check This Out 

Check This Out: Library Program 
Models is a new publication from 
the Department of Education 
describing exemplary public, state, 
and school library programs. The 
3 19-page book was prepared by 
the RMC Research Corporation for 
the National Diffusion Network 
and the Division of Library 
Programs. It can be ordered for $ 15 
from GPO/SuDocs, Washington, 
D.C. 20402; Stock no. 
065-000-00303-1 . 



Western States Focus on 
Planning and Performance Measures 

The Public Library Development Project (PLOP) of the American Library 
Association was the topic of a workshop presented by the Western Council of 
State Libraries October 24-27 in Boise, Idaho. Dick Allen and Jim Minges of the 
Library Commission staff, attended the workshop which focused on three 
components of PLOP: Planning and Role Setting for Public Libraries, a manual 
for library planning which emphasizes local needs and is adaptable for public 
libraries of all sizes; Output Measures for Public Libraries, a manual for the 
collection and analysis of data measuring the level of use of library services, and 
the effectiveness of those services; and the Public Library Data Service, a 
national database of public library performance data. 

The workshop was presented by Charles McClure and Nancy Van House, 
co-authors of the planning and output measure documents. Among the key 
issues discussed were: 

• The present status of implementation of the planning process by state 
library agencies. 

·Procedures involved in use of the planning process atthe local level, and 
the possible levels of state agency involvement in implementation of the 
planning process and output measures. 

• The impact of the planning process on state standards, aid programs, 
consulting services, and data collection. 

·The potential changes in statistical reports in orderto generate the data 
required for the output measures. 

The Public Library Development Project is a major national public library issue, 
and will be a key factor in the Library Commission's library development efforts. 
For more information, or to borrow a copy of the two documents mentioned 
above, contact NLC. 

: ......................................... . 
: NLC Publications : 
• • • • • • • The NLCommunicator, our newest publication, was • • • • created in response to requests for timely notice of • 
• : NLC-related meetings and events. It's published biweekly 
• and is mailed to public. academic. school, and special 
: libraries in Nebraska. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Moment To Moment, a listing of continuing education 
opportunities for librarians, is now published every four 
weeks and is mailed with the NLCommunicator. 

Overtones continues to be published monthly and 
includes follow-up news of NLC events, as well as news of 
other Nebraska libraries, general interest and feature 
stories. 

Other changes are being considered in response to 
comments from librarians throughout the state. Please feel 
free to contact us with suggestions - we're interested in 
your ideas! 

• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Positions Open 

REFERENCE LIBRARIAN and three 
MANUSCRIPTS CURATORS for the 
Nebraska State Historical Society 
REFERENCE LIBRARIAN is key 
contact with staff and public to 
answer reference questions by 
telephone or letter and in person. 
One CURATOR determines 
manuscript collection needs 
according to collection policy, 
contacts potential donors, and 
processes material. PUBLIC 
RECORDS OFFICER appraises, 
accessions, arranges, and provides 
reference for public records 
according to state records 
management schedules. 
CONSERVATION SPECIALIST 
performs technical work on 
preservation of books and paper, 
assists museum staff with displays 
containing paper, and provides 
information to the public. All four 
positions require working closely 
with staff and public. All include 
some supervision of clerical staff. 
All require master's degrees in 
appropriate areas. Experience 
helpful. Completed applications 
accepted until Jan. J 5, J 988. For 
complete descriptions and 
applications, write or call: 
NEBRASKA STATE DEPARTMENT 
OF PERSONNEL PO. Box 94905, 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4905, 
(402)471 -2075. 



NEBRASKA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONVENTION 

_. with Grandpa, is 
__ --- authorofThewar 

Robert KImmel S;~GOlden Sower Award, 
presented WIth 

What was Alexander Hamilton's role in writing the constitutio~ 7 

For a cket of quiZ questions like thIS and other program ideas or 
pron{;mg the bicentenmal of the Constitution to adults, contact 

MaryJacksonatNLC 

Nebraska State Poet William Kloefkor. ' 
Award, honOring his Outstand' n receives the Man ~naoz 
bOOk world. mg contributions to the Nebraska 



Young Adults the Topic 
at NLC Conference 

"Overresponsible adults produce unresponsible children" ... "From recognition 
comes success" ... "In order to learn a concept or an idea, you've gotto, at least 
temporarily believe in it." These were some of the key points presented by 
Gene Wehrheim in his address to children's librarians and media specialists at 
the Nebraska Library Commission's seventh annual conference - "Everything 
You've Wanted to Know About Young Adults and Library Service but Didn't 
Know Who to Ask." 

The conference departed from tradition this year by focusing exclusively on 
young adults' needs and by offering the conference at two locations. Gene . 
Wehrheim, an Adlerian therapist from Cedar Rapids, Iowa, discussed behaVior 
patterns, problems, and solutions, and led the groups through hands-on 
activities. 

Georgia Robertson, administrator of the Southeast system, prepared a poster 
session and spoke on developing appealing programs for young adults, and 
LaJean Price, media speCialist at Culler Junior High, Lincoln, gave ideas and 
suggestions on creative ways to encourage teens to read . 

Nearly fifty librarians and media specialists attended the North Platte conference 
atthe public library Hosts at North Platte were Mary Fairley Joyce Coe, Mitzi 
Mueller. Sharon Lohoefener. and Wilma McFarland. Forty-five persons 
attended the second session at Southeast Community College in Beatrice. 
Carolyn Baker and Laureen Riedesel were local hosts. 

Posters For Peace was created by four international artists for the 
Children's Book Council. Full-color. 18" X 24" posters by Mitsumasa 
Anno (Japan) (left) and Felipe Davalos (Mexico) (right) are part of a 
four-poster set that also includes one poster each from Leonard Baskin 
(U SA.) and Lisbeth Zwerger (Austria). 

For a full-color brochure with price and ordering information, send a 
self-addressed, stamped, # 1 ° envelope to: CBC, P.O. Box 706, 67 Irving 
Place, New York, NY 10276. 

SRP 
Planners 
Meet 

Groups of children 's librarians 
recently attended planning 
meetings for the I 988 Summer 
Reading Program, "Dino-Soaring 
Into Books." Mary Jackson, NLCs 
children's coordinator, facilitated 
meetings in each of the six systems. 
Participants discussed art 
subsmissions and made many 
innovative suggestions about 
other SRP materials. They also 
identified target groups deserving 
special attention, and 
brainstormed ideas for story 
programs. Meeting sites were 
Scottsbluff, Grand Island, 
Holdrege, Beatrice, Columbus, and 
Fremont. 

ALA Scholarships 

The American Library Association 
is offering several scholarships for 
library and information science 
students in 1988. Ranging from 
51,000 to 54,000, there is one 
scholarship for a minority student 
plus several for students with 
special interests such as library 
automation and working with 
children . Two general scholarships 
are also available. 

For more information, contact 
Nancy Evans at NLC, 
402-471 -2045 or800-742-769 I. 
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NEWS OF NEBRASKA LIBRARIES AND PEOPLE 

LInda Axtell has resigned as clerical assistant at the LIbrary Commission to take a job at the state penitentiary. 
Connie Peterson has begun work on the computerized community resource directory for the Nebraska 
Education Information Center Network. Before joining the Commission staff, Connie administered the 
Executive MBA program at the University of Nebraska - Lincoln . Work-study students and interns working with 
the Education Information Centers this semester are Crystal Pettit, Julia Wagner, and Kathy Wakely from 
the University of Nebraska - Lincoln, and Seven French from Lincoln School of Commerce. Lexl Aden, from 
the University of Nebraska - Lincoln, works in the film department. 

Dr. Clara Rottmann received the Distinguished SeNice to the Media Profession Award October 29 at the 
Nebraska Education Media Association conference. She was presented with a scrapbook containing letters of 
support from members of the library community as a memento. 

Duane Munson received the Carl Gaumer Exhibitor's Award atthe Mountain Plains LIbrary Association 
conference. Duane, a representative of Children's Press, sponsors the Mad Hatter Award which is presented 
annually to an outstanding children's librarian, and presents the winner's library with a selection of current titles. 
Duane has also contributed substantial funds to the Golden Sower program, Nebraska's children 's choice 
award. 

Betty Keefe has received the Mad Hatter Youth SeNice Award from the School Children 's and Young People's 
section of the Nebraska LIbrary Association. Betty. media specialist for Bellevue Public Schools, was cited for 
her imaginative interpretation of libra ry seNices, creative programming, and professional contribution to the 
library field. In addition to receiving a plaque, top hat and cash award, Betty accepted a donation of books for 
Bellevue Public Schools from Duane Munson of Children 's Press. 
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Omaha SLA Chapter Meets 

The future of libraries in Nebraska 
was the topic of a panel discussion 
at the November 18 meeting of the 
Omaha Area Chapter of the 
Special Libraries Association . 
Panelists were Rod Wagner. Acting 
Director of the Nebraska Library 
Commission; Tom Boyle. Midland 
College Library Director and board 
member of Nebraskans for 
Libraries; and Ann Stephens of 
Omaha Public Library and 
president of Omaha Area Chapter 
ofSLA. 

Rod Wagner viewed the future of 
Nebraska libraries in relation to four 
conditions: economic 
development. technological 
development and application. 
networking. and re-education. He 
noted that libraries are directly 
affected by economic 
development and should establish 
a contributing role in local 
economic development efforts. 
Technology will continue to 
change significantly the process 

and product of library seNices. 
Informal networking. 
person-to-person and 
organization-to-organization. can 
be an effective means to improving 
seNice in response to the rapid 
growth in information and data. To 
cope with these changes. he 
believes library personnel must 
invest time and money in 
re-education programs. 

Tom Boyle emphasized budget 
issues. appointment of a new 
Nebraska Library Commission 
director; and legislative activities as 
key to the future of Nebraska 
libraries. 

Ann Stephens noted economic 
development, adaptability to 
change. professional skills 
development. networking. and 
building coalitions as issues likely to 
affect Nebraska libraries in the 
future . She encouraged 
participation in the Special Libraries 
Association . 

Legislative Hotline 
402-471-2709 

Toll-free 
800-742-7456 
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Western Council 
Meets In Kana 

The Western Council of State 
Library Agencies held its annual 
meeting in Kona. Hawaii. 
November 22-24. The 
organization of nineteen western 
states provides a means for state 
library agency staff to 
communicate. develop common 
continuing education programs. 
and to explore mutual program 
and policy interests affecting library 
development. Rod Wagner; Library 
Commission Acting Director; 
attended as Nebraska's 
representative. The Council 
reviewed 1987 programs including 
staff exchange. a public library 
development program workshop. 
and archival management. and 
heard reports on programs 
proposed for 1988. 

Included in the meeting was a 
twO-day seminar designed to aid 
state library agenCies in strategic 
planning and program 
development. and in recognizing 
and responding to current and 
future societal and economic 
changes. Carolyn Corbin. a 
consultant/trainer and author of 
Strategies 2000. discussed the 
socioeconomic evolution. social 
shifts. new socioeconomic 
conditions. and positioning 
techniques to help organizations 
prosper in the years ahead. 



Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse 
Marks Its Fifteenth Anniversary 

In the fifteen years since its 
founding, the collection of the 
Nebraska Publications 
Clearinghouse has grown to more 
than 50,CXX) state documents and 
250,000 federal publications 
including newsletters, reports, 
sUNeys, maps, guides, statistics, 
handbooks, and manuals. All are 
available to Nebraska libraries 
through interlibrary loan. 

Information for Nebraskans from 

The Clearinghouse was 
established in 1972 by the state 
legislature as a division of the 
Nebraska Library Commission, and 
charged with developing and 
maintaining a system to collect 
catalog, and loan offiCial state 
government publications. The law 
defines state publications quite 
broadly as "any mUltiply produced 
publication, printed or purchased 

Karen Lusk inputs entries for the Nebraska 
State Publications Checklist. the official 
catalog of state government publicaoon5. 
Department head Jacque Mundellioaks on. 

for distribution, by the state, the 
Legislature, constitutional officers 
and state department committee, 
or other state agency supported 
wholly or in part by state funds. " 

Prior to the creation of the 
Clearinghouse, there was no 
existing system to organize 
Nebraska state documents. A 
statute of long-standing was in 
effect directing state agenCies to 
deposit 100 copies of "official" 
reports with the Supreme Court 
Law Library. but it was often 
ignored. Today. state agenCies are 
required to send the Clearinghouse 
four copies of each publication. 
One copy is kept at the 
Clearinghouse, one is submitted to 
the State Historical Society. the 
Library of Congress receives the 
third copy. and the fourth is used to 

Government Publications 

make a microfilm master. 
Microfiche copies from the master 
are sent around the state to twelve 
designated state document 
depository libraries, making state 
publications readily accessible to 
Nebraskans. 

The Publications Clearinghouse 
includes federal government 
publications in its collection. It is 
one of fourteen federal depository 
libraries in Nebraska, selecting 
sixty-seven percent of available 
depository items that best meet the 
needs of Clearinghouse patrons. 
Clearinghouse staff work with the 
Federal Regional Depository 
Library at the University of 
Nebraska - Lincoln to coordinate 
federal document seNices in the 
state. 



Two publications are produced at 
the Clearinghouse. The Nebraska 
State Publications Checklist is the 
official catalog of the state 
government's publications. It is 
comprised of two parts - an index 
which makes it possible to find 
publications by author: title, 
subjea, series, or issuing agency; 
and an abstract section which 
briefly describes each publication. 
The Checklist is 
computer-generated, searchable 
online, and is produced bimonthly 
on microfiche. The Guide to State 

Agencies, a companion to the 
Checklist, provides order and 
classification information. 

What's Up Doc? is a popular: 
informal publication listing state 
publications and seleaed federal 
documents received during the 
current month at the 
Clearinghouse. It frequently 
"spotlights" a publication the staff 
thinks might be of particular 
interest or an issue of concern to 
government information users. 

Tom Chastain is processing new federal documents. 

Lori Sailors searches the microfiche file for a federal document 
requested through interlibrary loan. 

With the advent of its sixteenth 
year: the Nebraska Publications 
Clearinghouse continues fulfilling 
its mission of providing all 
Nebraskans with convenient 
access to information produced by 
their state and federal 
governments through its catalogs, 
reference, and interlibrary loan 
seNices. For more information, call 
or write the Nebraska Library 
Commission, 1420 P Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508; 402-471-2045 
or8OQ-742-7691. 

Doris Garlowchecks in new serials. 



Author Jim Trelease 
Speaks on Reading Aloud 

Motivating children to make books into friends, not enemies, is the crusade of 
jim Trelease, author of The Read-Aloud Handbook. Trelease spoke to librarians 
and educators Noyember 12 at Metropolitan Community College/Elkhorn 
campus. His presentation was sponsored by the Eastern Library System with 
major funding by the Nebraska Committee for the Humanities. 

"The decline in American literacy." said Trelease, "is largely because our children 
no longer want to read. No player in the NBA was ever born wanting to play 
basketball. So, too, the desire to read must be planted, and reading aloud to the 
child is the oldest and most successful method of instilling that desire." 

He emphasized the value in reading aloud to children from the cradle through 
adolescence. Reading aloud is valuable because it advertises reading as an 
enjoyable, worthwhile activity which educates both the mind and heart, and 
adds to listening comprehension. Listening comprehension is a prerequisite for 
reading comprehension for people of all ages. He noted that past audience 
members report professors at Cambridge and Oxford often read aloud to their 
graduate-level students. 

Trelease's anecdotal style rang with humor and enthusiasm throughout his 
leaure. He looked beyond the declining national literacy problems, pointing 
instead to the encouraging results when parents and teachers seNe as positive 
role models in reading. Trelease cited dozens of titles and demonstrated the 
techniques involved in reading aloud. 

Trelease is an award-winning artist and writer who worked for a New England 
daily newspaper for twenty years. During this period he spent considerable time 
visiting classrooms as a school volunteer, talking with students about the joys of 
reading. In 1979, he self-published a booklet for parents and teachers on the 
subjea of reading aloud. Seeing the success of this booklet Penguin Books 
signed him to do an expanded edition in 1982. By the time a second edition was 
published in 1985, The Read-Aloud Handbook had spent seventeen weeks on 
The New York Times bestseller list. Trelease has been a featured speaker for most 
of the major reading and library associations in America, and speaks to more 
than a hundred parent groups yearly. 

NLBPH 
Open House 

Friends of Print-Handicapped 
Nebraskans, support group for the 
Nebraska Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped, hosted an 
open house November 14. More 
than seventy guests toured the 
library's audio produaion center, 
readers seNices, and book 
circulation department. 

The Friends cC'nducted a business 
meeting during the open house. 
James Faimon, Tami Works, and 
Wendell Olson were elected to 
three-year terms on the Friends 
board. Ninety-one individuals and 
two organizations currently belong 
to the Friends group. 

Mike Krysl 
on NAB Board 

Mike Krysl, supeNisor of the audio 
production center for the Nebraska 
Library for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped, has been named to 
the National Association of 
Broadcasters board of direaors. 
The seven-member board oversees 
a full-time staff in Washington, 
D.C. which lobbies in support of 
TV. radio, ana cable networks and 
stations. 

A Kearney State College graduate 
with a degree in English, Mike 
joined the Commission in August. 
With the help of volunteer 
narrators, the audio production 
center staff records sixteen 
magazines and approximately 
thirty books each year. Many of the 
books are by Nebraska authors, 
and often are recorded by the 
author. 

Mike started in radio at age sixteen, 
working up to an on-air position 
and then general manager. He is a 
director in the National 
Broadcasting Company. and owns 
an interest in several commercial 
radio stations in the Midwest. 



LeRoy C. Merritt 
Humanitarian Fund 

The LeRoy C. Merritt Humanitarian Fund was established in 1970 to provide 
direct financial aid for the support maintenance, medical care, and welfare of 
librarians who are or'have been threatened with loss of employment or 
discharged because of their stand for the cause of intellectual freedom, including 
promotion offreedom of librarians to select items for their collections from all the 
world's written and recorded information. 

In 1975 the scope of the Merritt Fund was broadened to include librarians 
discriminated against on the basis of sex, sexual preference, race, color, creed, 
age, physical handicap, or place of national origin, and/or denied employment 
rights . 

The Merritt Fund is supported solely by donations from concerned groups and 
individuals. Because direct financial aid is given to individuals, contributions do 
not qualify as tax deductions for donors. 

A board of three trustees elected by the donors authorizes grants in response to 
cases brought to their attention. To contribute or to receive an application for 
aid, contact the LeRoy C. Merritt Humanitarian Fund, 50 East Huron St. , 
Chicago, IL60611; (312)944-6780, ext. 330. 

1989: Year of the Young Reader 

The Center for the Book and the Children 's Literature Center in the Library of 
Congress will mark 1989 as "The Year of the Young Reader, " according to John 
Y. Cole, director of the Centerforthe Book. "We invite national associations, 
businesses, and organizations throughout the country to join us as we focus on 
the importance of reading in early life," Mr. Cole stated . " , J 989 - The Year of the 
Young Reader' will be a dO-it-yourself theme that can encompass a wide variety 
of activities that encourage reading among young people. " 

" Year of the Reader" is a major promotion theme of the Center for the Book in 
the Library of Congress, which was established in J 977 to stimulate public 
interest in books and reading. Through symposia, publications, and other 
activities, the Children 's Literature Center calls attention to issues concerning 
children's books and other media. 

FICTIONAL PATHS TO 
UNDERSTANDING 

A program has been designed for 
library use to encourage activities 
which will assist in sensitizing 
adult readers to the continuing 
problems of racism, sexism, 
prejudice, stereotyping, and 
discrimination in society. " Other 
Lives, Other Roads: Fictional 
Paths To Understanding" is a 
project of the SeNices to Adults 
Committee, Reference and Adult 
SeNices division of ALA. 

An annotated book list and a 
suggestion sheet on generating 
program ideas, developing 
themes, and promoting and 
evaluating activities is available 
from Chlorene Hardy at NLC 
(402)471-1034 or (800)742-7691 . 
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NCL Survey Results 

A committee of Library Commission staff members has compiled answers and comments received from the 
survey sent with the Publications List. A total of 323 surveys were returned. The results are as follows: 

I. Notice of workshops, conferences, meetings, etc.. sponsored by NLC in which I am interested, are received 
in time to make arrangements to attend. 

Positive Negative Don't know 
252 14 24 

No answer 
14 

2. Information given in Overtones about the library community of Nebraska is interesting and useful. 
Positive Negative Don't Know No answer 

275 14 27 7 

3. I am satisfied with the information I receive about NLC programs, such as NEBASE, the Libraryforthe Blind 
and Physically Handicapped, and LSCA grant information. 

Positive Negative Don't Know No answer 
242 23 40 18 

4. I am satisfied with the information I receive about the NLC budget (proposals to the legislature, actual 
appropriations received, allocation of resources). 

Positive Negative Don't Know No answer 
210 41 51 21 

5. I would like NLC to publish brief and timely information updates of NLC -related library meetings, events, 
and news. 

Positive 
259 

Sample comments: 

Negative 
7 

Don't Know 
34 

No answer 
24 

"Love attending the one-day meetings for children ' s librarians. I try not to miss them and hate it when I have to. " 

"Seems like we only hear from NEMA - with the newsletter twice a year or at convention time. We need recognition for school libraries also." 

"Need a concise packet of information about all INLC) programs. What there is - who to contaa, etc. A packet of information - maybe in file 
folders - to be filed and left in each library. I took over a poSition where most information was in the librarian's head." 

"Many times I felt that the notices lofworkshops etc.) were not sent out in time to make arrangements." 

"Notice is fine; location could be improved on - there is a West to Nebraska, tool" 

"Keep up the good work." 

"I think NLC takes too much for granted - better to assume that we know nothingl " 

'.,. d appreciate a direaory of abbreviations commonly used in most publications. For new staff members it is especially difficult to identify NLC 
LSCA, NELCMS, and on and on. " 

"Overtones has gone 'down-hill' recently." 

"I was happy to see the book reviews included (in Overtones). " 

"It has to be a difficult task to get various types of information out to so many different interests. NLC is doing a good job and I certainly 
appreciate the help and guidance." 

"Send agendas and/or supporting documents for meetings much earlier. Mine usually arrive after I've left for the meeting so it is difficult to be 
prepared." 

"Overtones has improved, it's great." 

"I would like more information on results of programs. Feature stories on federal grant projects, NLC departments, seNices, staff members." 

"Just keep on pitching. I've had excelientseNice from the staff at NLC and it's appreciatedl" 

Ie] 



Librarians. 
Leaders. 

ALA. 
Join today. 

ALA's 4S,OOO memhers help each other grow. sharing ideas, experiences 
and concerns. ALA memhers are involved in the decisions that \\ill 
shape the information age and the leadership role of Iihrarians. 

As the oldest and largest Iihrary association in the world, 
ALA memhership provides decision-making opportunities in technology. 

sen'ices and professional development. 

You'll receive American Lihraries with over 100 monthly joh listings, 
discounts on puhlications and graphics, reduced registration rates at AlA 

conferences, eligihility to vote and hold office and eligihility 
for four group insurance plans. 

The dues are affordahle - $:'lS for first time personal memhers, rene\\ing 
memhers $70, students $IR, non-salaried or retired Iihrarians $2S, 

trustees and fi'iends $:'l2. 

Yes, I will join! 
D Enclosed is my check for $ ___ _ 
D Charge my dues of $ ___ to my Type of Membership 

D VISA D MasterCard D American Express 
Name 

Card number Exp. Date 
Home address 

Signature 
City 

Additional ihformation on AUs divisions and round-
tables and how to get the most from your membership Library name and address 

will be sent with your membership card. 

Send to: 

State Zip 

Membership Services 
American Library Association 
50 East Huron Street 
Chicago, 1160611 
312-944-6780 

City State Zip 

Telephone ALANET # 

Send mail to D Home D Work 



NEWS OF NEBRASKA LIBRARIES · AND PEOPLE 

Sidney Public LIbrary children's librarian Eileen Nightingale was honored as Sidney's Employee of the 
Month in October. 

Journey Out of Silence, the autobiography of Nebraska author Bill Rush, has been selected by Macmiffan Book 
Club as a January alternate. Birr, who has cerebral palsy and is a non-verbal quadriplegic, writes about his first 
day at school, farring in love, and graduating with distinction with a journalism degree from the University of 
Nebraska - Lincoln. 

Connie Carter is the librarian at Chappell Public LIbrary forrowing the retirement of Doris McFee. Vicki 
Shaner has replaced Thelma Hamilton as librarian at Geneva Public LIbrary. Becky Baker is the new 
librarian at Seward Public LIbrary. LInda Gardner has replaced Elaine Croston as librarian at Franklin 
Public LIbrary. 

Notable Fremonter and library board member Wilma Telgler was kirred in an auto accident November 25. She 
was instrumental in securing money from the c.A. Keene family to help build Keene Memorial LIbrary, and 
donated a substantial sum to develop the library's upperffoor named in honor of her late husband. Mrs. Teigler 
previously was a librarian and taught English in Fremont's public schools. She had served on the library board for 
the past twenty-five years. 
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