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From the Director ...
We are pleased to present this special annual report issue of
Overtones as a review of Nebraska Library Commission
programs and activities during 1988. This issue is dedicated
to the staff of the Commission who went about their work
effectively and admirably, displaying a sense of commitment
and enthusiasm for promoting, coordinating, and developing
library services in Nebraska.
In retrospect, 1988 was literally a rebuilding year, complete
with an abundance of dust and noise from the long-awaited
and planned for renovation of the Commission's offices.
Physical planning and change shared time on the agenda with many other initiatives,
including a strategic planning project designed to guide statewide library development
activities into the next decade and beyond. The Commission also made the important
decision to continue as part of the OCLC network and, as a result, began an active
promotion and training program and made plans to hire a full-time OCLC services
person. In July, the difficult decision was made to discontinue the Books By Mail
program following a review by Commission staff, library systems, and the State Advisory
Council on Libraries. Recommendations to end Books By Mail were made with the
understanding that it would be replaced with a program that will reach more people more
effectively.
Rod Wagner

This report is also a tribute to Nebraska librarians and media specialists for the vital role
they play in providing library and information services to the people of Nebraska. Their
successes are reflected, in part, in the day-to-day delivery of library materials and
services to the people of their communities, schools, colleges and universities, institutions, and businesses. Their successes are also reflected in the hard-to-measure value of
the services provided -- the application or use of the idea, image, or information received. Building for the future challenges us to' improve the value of library services for
the productivity and prosperity of Nebraska. Library Commission staff look forward to
working with other Nebraska library personnel and citizens in building a future with
better library and information services.
We hope you find the information in this annual report issue informative and useful. As
always, we welcome your comments.
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Year in Review

Commissioners/Staff
Governor Appointed
Commissioners

federal library programs and other issues as requested. It
is comprised of librarians, trustees, and library users representing all types of libraries and geographic areas of the
state.

Gov. Kay Orr made three appointments and one reappointment to the Nebraska Library Commission this
year.

Staff Changes

Sandra Riley from Columbus was appointed to a second
three-year term on the board and she was re-elected to a
second term as Chair of the Nebraska Library
Commission. Gayle Stock of Omaha was elected ViceChair.

Rod Wagner was named director of the Nebraska
Library Commission in February. He had served as
acting director of the Commission since John Kopischke's resignation in September 1987.

Norma Young of Lincoln was appointed to serve out the
term of Mary Carper.

Arrivals
Donna Trueblood of Lexington is serving out the term of
Elaine Blair.

~ Timothy Lynch, Library System Development Coordinator and Continuing Education Coordinator.
~ Kathy Harris, Library Technician in Interlibrary
Loan.
~ Nancy Busch, Deputy Director.
~ Kevin Hanken, Support Services Clerk.

Lucille Vannoy of North Platte was appointed to a threeyear term expiring in 1991.
Karon Harvey from Scottsbluff is continuing her term
which expires in 1989.

New Appointments
~ Paul Kopischke , Film Department Supervisor, formerly library assistant in the Film Department.
~ Jacqueline Mundell, Director of NEBASE. She
remains head of the Reference and Interloan Department.
~ Steve Jonas, Library Automation Specialist. He was
formerly a reference technician, and programmer/analyst
for the Nebraska Education Information Center project.
~ Mary Jo Ryan, Public Information Coordinator. She
will continue to work with the Nebraska Education Information Center Network.

State Advisory Council
The State Advisory Council on Libraries met four times
in 1988 with Kay Hershey serving as Council Chair and
Dean Waddell as Vice-Chair. The Council's two committees were given new charges and broader responsibilities this year and renamed the Cooperative Programs
Commiltee and the Program Development and Review
Committee.

!kJ!.artures
Issues addressed this year included legislation relating to
the Commission budget, and censorship; strategic
planning; library automation; the Books By Mail program; resource sharing; Year of the Young Reader; and
the White House Conference on Libraries.

~

Condon King, Supervisor of the Film Department.
Maury Higgins, Support Services Clerk.
~ Karl Krebsbach, Library Assistant for the Nebraska
Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
~ Nancy Evans, Public Information Coordinator.
~

The Stale Advisory Council is a twenty-member board
appointed by the Library Commission to advise on
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Funding / Grants
Library Commission
Budget

$231,452 in Grants Awarded
The Library Commission awarded $231,452 in LSCA
(Library Services and Construction Act) funds to public,
college, and special libraries in 1988. Among the major
grants were:

Where the Money Came From

State
58.5%

Retrospective Conversion
Matching funds totalling $47,000 were distributed to aid
libraries in converting bibliographical records to machine-readable form.

Federal
33.4%

Automation Planning
Grants in the amount of $85,000 were made to assist
planning and preparing for automated systems, and to
develop automation expertise beneficial to other Nebraska libraries.
Group Access
The Commission allocated $10,000 to extend direct
access to the Nebraska state database for identifying
Nebraska library holdings in the OCLC Online Union
Catalog. Three grants totalling $2,500 were awarded.

Where the Money Went

Administration
3.7%

Kellogg
4.1%

Major Urban Resource Library Services (MURLS)
Omaha Public Library and Lincoln City Libraries
received a combined total of $39,729.

NEUCAT/
NEUUST
9.5%

Biennium Budget Request
LBPHIMedia
11.6%

Library Commissioners approved a budget request
including $3,526,196 in state funds for fiscal year 198990 and $3,562,332 in state funds for 1990-91. The
Commission's funding request includes $715,000 in
additional funding aid for public libraries to be used for
collection development, $600,000 in additional aid for
regional library systems, and new funding of $180,000
for state resource libraries. The aim of the funding
package is to improve library collections, install needed
technology in libraries, and support regional cooperative
library programs.

Development!
Operations
8.6%

Total Budget: $3,214,419.89

* State aid for public libraries
State support for library systems
Interlibrary loan net lender payments
Other development grants
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Nebraska Library for the Blind
NLBPH to Automate
Circulation System
Plans were made to automate NLBPH's library circulation system with READS, the Reader Enrollment and
Delivery System. This microcomputer-based system will
allow staff to streamline procedures and to keep pace with
a growing workload. READS was developed by the
Library of Congress National Library Service for the
Blind and Physically Handicapped for its network libraries.

Patrons
Receiving
Service

Books
Circulated

Individuals

2,649

154,693

Institutions

865

13,152

Several staff members visited the South Dakota State
Library for the Handicapped in Pierre to observe the
system in operation. The South Dakota library served as
a test site for READS, and has used the system for nearly
three years.

North Platte Hosts Reception
for Award-Winning Narrator
The NLBPH subregional library in North Platte hosted an
open house in April for talking book narrator Bob Askey.

Funding Acquired to
Help Equip Second Studio

Askey has narrated more than 200 books for the Library
of Congress, and he received the Alexander Scourby
Award from the American Foundation for the Blind in
1986 when talking book readers across the country voted
him their favorite narrator. He is a native Nebraskan now
living in Colorado.

Friends of Print-Handicapped Nebraskans, obtained a
$1,500 grant from the Woods Charitable Fund to purchase
a portion of the equipment needed to outfit a second
recording studio. Friends member and former NLBPH
director Frances Warnsholz spearheaded the Friends'
effort to obtain the funds.

OVERTONES is pubw~.tI by I~'
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The addition of a second recording facility will enable the
library to increase the number of books and magazines it
provides' to blind and physically handicapped Nebraskans.
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and Physically Handicapped
Prominent Nebraskans
Promote NLBPH
UNL football coach Tom Osborne and northeast Nebraska
newspaper columnist Joan Burney recorded public
service announcements to air on radio stations throughout
the state.
The announcements are aimed at older Nebraskans who,
because of visual or physical limitations, can no longer
read regular-print books and magazines. These persons
often abandon reading altogether because they are
unaware that they qualify for talking book service. It is
hoped that the voice of these well-known Nebraskans will
reach many Nebraskans who would otherwise remain
unaware of talking books.
Governor Orr greets Anna B. Rezabek, a patron of the
Nebraska Library for the B lind and Physically Handicapped.

Governor Addresses
Friends Group
More than 150 persons attended the annual Friends of
Print-Handicapped Nebraskans fall reception in October
at the Governor's Mansion in Lincoln. Gov. Kay Orr
addressed the group, stressing the importance of volunteer organizations such as Friends of Print-Handicapped
Nebraskans. She encouraged the group's continued
participation and support.
Following the reception, the organization held its annual
membership meeting. Carol Russell and Helen Norwood
were re-elected to three-year terms on the board.
Friends of Print-Handicapped Nebraskans supports
NLBPH by promoting its services, recruiting new borrowers, supplementing its resources, and supporting
library service for the print-handicapped.

Overtones

NLBPH honored its volunJeers at an afternoon tea
in April. The library also participated in several
volunJeer recognition activities that week sponsored by the United Way VolunJeer Center of
Lincoln. VolunJeer Coordinator Diane Greenlee
is seen here distributing balloons and bul/ons.
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1988 Activity
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Cooperative Collection
Development Explored
Ninety Nebraska librarians gathered in April to explore
cooperative collection development at a conference
sponsored by the Nebraska Library Commission and
PELARCON.

L:::::~~

Librarians from New Jersey, Illinois, and Kansas explained projects underway in their states, and a panel of
Nebraska librarians discussed cooperative collection development activities underway or in the planning stages
in Nebraska.
A group formed at the conference is conducting a special
collections survey and will publish the results as the Nebraska Collections Directory.

Nebraska Education
Information Center Network

Since the conference . ..
• PICKLE has received a federal grant ID undertake a comprehensive serials collection study, and money
to buy a telefacsimile machine for each participating
library.
* Panhandle Library System is using a portion of
its automation planning grant for collection analysis
tools.

The centers in the Nebraska Education Information
Center Network, a demonstration project funded by the
Kellogg Foundation, initiated public promotion efforts in
1988. A University of Nebraska -- Lincoln graphic
design class designed a symbol and logo featured on
many items including bookmarks, brochures, flyers,
poster, library signs, and interior display signs.
Training sessions prepared librarians ID provide community information services, including orienting patrons to
the use of Computer Assisted Career Guidance materials,
expanding reference interviewing inlD patron assessment,
communication skills, linking patrons with appropriate
resources (including referral to community resource
persons), and networking with other service providers.
The Education Information Center Directory, an online
database, was also created. This public access, statewide
directory of organizations assists patrons making career
decisions. These organizations provide information in a
variety of areas including education, training, agriculture,
business development, career development, employment,
financial aid, and human services.

The 1988 Summer Reading Program, sponsored by the Library
Commission, was a great success with many libraries reporting
record numbers of participants. Librarians gathered in September to plan for SRP '89 with the theme, "Space and Beyond."

Overtones
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New in 1988
Strategic Planning

Continuing Education

A strategic planning process for the Library Commission
was begun in the spring of 1988. The Commissioners
approved the process after a favorable recommendation
from a task group of librarians and NLC staff. The consulting fInn of Hanna:Keelan and Associates is assisting
with the project and a steering committee composed of
librarians from all types of libraries across the state is
overseeing the planning process.

The Library Commission and the library systems began a
cooperative effort to provide basic skills training courses
to librarians for certifIcation and recertifIcation. The
Library Commission provides the materials for each
course and the systems arrange for the instructors and the
sites. Before 1992, the four basic skills training courses
in public library adminstration, public services, organization of library materials, and collection development will
be offered at least twice in each of the six library systems.

During November, eleven regional meetings were held
throughout the state with free-flowing discussions on
issues and concerns. This input helped to identify key
issues and shared values, as well as practical strategies to
help the Commission do a better job.
Following the regional meetings, the steering committee
fInalized issue areas to be addressed by task groups. The
areas are: communications, continuing education,
collection development, resource sharing, funding, and
roles and relationships of the Commission.

The Commission building underwent months of extensive
renovation in 1988. LBPH now occupies the entire first floor,
and all other departments are on the lower level.

Public Library Accreditation
and Librarian Certification
Guidelines for Public Libraries and CertifIcation for
Public Librarians initiatives were implemented early in
1988. The programs were a culmination of two years
work by public librarians, trustees, and citizens groups.
The aim of the programs is to provide stable, long-term
library development, recognition for all public librarians,
strong system and state support for libraries, a foundation
for comprehensive library development, and improved
library services.
In 1988, 180 public libraries became accredited and 585
individuals were certifIed. Of the 585 people certified,
473 work in public libraries, others work in public
schools, colleges, and special and institutional libraries.
Overtones
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Noteworthy Publications
~ Notable Nebraska Documents 1972-1987. Published
to commemorate the fifteenth anniversary of the Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse, the depository of all
publications of Nebraska state agencies.
~ Film Catalog 0/ the UNL Collection. A catalog of
the films transferred to the Commission from the Instructional Media Center at the University of Nebraska -Lincoln.
~
Plan/or Library Systems: A Development Guide.
A statement of goals, functions, administration, cooperative programs, funding and evaluation of Nebraska library
systems produced as a result of the Aurora meeting.

Year in Review

Film/AV
Circulation of the Library Commission Film/A V collection (including the former UNL collection) in 1988.

Public
Ubraries
(2.455)

Public
Schools
(1,399)

Nebraska
Universities/
Colleges
(1,306)

Nursing
Homes/
Senior
Centers

State
Agendes/
Institutions
(2.451 )

Organizations/
Hospitals
(1,374)

Out-ol-State
Schools/
Colleges

(936)

(1.480)
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1989 -- Nebraska Year of the Young Reader

Governor Kay Orr accepts a poster commemorating the 1989 Summer Reading Program from (I. to r.) Mary Jackson, NLC Childrens Services Coordinator;
Bonnie Zetterman, Nebraska Educational Media Association President-elect; Dorolhy Willis, Nebraska Library Association President-elect; Rod Wagner,
Nebraska Library Commission Director; and a delegation of Nebraska Young Readers.

Governor Kay Orr proclaimed 1989 as Nebraska Year of the Young Reader in support of the statewide activities to promote
and encourage reading undertaken by the Nebraska Library Commission, Nebraska libraries, and Nebraska schools. Rod
Wagner, Director of the Library Commission, presented the Governor with a Nebraska Summer Reading program "Find
Your Own Space With a Book" poster. The Governor dedicated 1989 to Nebraska Young Readers with the .. ... hope that
young children will come to know books as friends." This year-long celebration of the gift and promise of reading links
all Nebraskans with the common goal of "More Children Reading -- Children Reading More! "

Margaret Read MacDonald Keynotes Spring Meetings
Washington folklorist, storyteller, children's librarian and author, Margaret Read MacDonald presented the keynote
address and a storytelling workshop at each of the five Nebraska Library Association Spring Meetings. The sessions
were held May 1-5, in Kimball, McCook, Ainsworth, West Point and Nebraska City. Dr. MacDonald shared the world
of folklore and storytelling with librarians, teachers, caregivers and the general public as part of the 1989--Nebraska
Year of the Young Reader celebration.

The program was sponsored by the Nebraska
Library Commission with major funding

Nebraska

Committee fur
the Humanities

provided by the Nebraska Committee for the
Humanities, an affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Message From The Director
Should there be a federal partnership role in state and local library services? That question will be answered this
year as the Congress considers re-authorization of the federal Library Services and Construction Act (LSCA). The LSCA
has provided funds to states for public library services, public library construction and inter-library cooperation over a span
of thirty-three years. More recent LSCA initiatives have added support for literacy and Indian Reservations.
Federal LSCA funds have provided incentives and on-going support for many library service needs. Notable
Nebraska uses have included library services to blind and physically handicapped individuals, interlibrary loan and
communications, training and consulting, public library construction, grants for library automation, library materials for
state institutionallibraries, literacy programs, special projects, children's library services, health information resources,
and more.
While federal funds have been important to stimulating development of library services, LSCA is not without its
problems. One is that there is not enough money to do the many things that are allowed under the legislation. Not
enough of the money filters through to help local projects. That is not necessarily a fault of the LSCA. It does reflect
a need to work toward improved state support for state level programs and assure that federal funds are directed toward
LSCA priorities.
Assuming a continued federal program for libraries, LSCA funds are needed as incentive grants to provide for
local needs like helping to enlarge local service areas. Funds are also needed for technology grants similar to the current
program for library construction aid. Far too many libraries are faced with choosing to acquire computer related equipment
at the expense of library materials and other operating needs, or to do without. Federal aid could contribute significantly to
the acquisition and installation of new technology in Nebraska libraries. Other needs include aid assistance to support library
science education, collection development, consumer health information, community information resources, and services to
the elderly.
A continued partnership of local, state and federal governments is needed to meet library service needs now and
into the future. With changes in the Library Services and Construction Act to meet current and expected needs, LSCA should
continue to be an important vehicle for channeling federai library assistance to states and communities.
Rod Wagner

Task Forces Meet
Five task forces met March 20-22 in Lincoln to address
specific issues for the Library Commission Strategic Plan.
The issues are: continuing education, funding, resource
sharing, collection development, and communication. The
task forces began the process of analyzing external and
internal factors. They identified the strengths, weaknesses,
threats, and opportunities associated with each issue and the
Nebraska Library Commission.
The Continuing Education Task Force reports on issue analysis.

Search Begins For Mad Hatter
For the youth services librarian who serves beyond the call
of duty, the School, Children, and Young People's Section
of the Nebraska Library Association has a special award - The Mad Hatter Youth Service Award. Sponsored by
Children's Press and chosen from members of the Section,
the Mad Hatter is given annually to a librarian who has
made outstanding contributions to the field of library
service to youth. Nominations can be made by librarians,
administrators, principals, or members of the Nebraska
Library Association. A special nomination form, available
from Verne Haselwood, must accompany the nomination.
Send nominations by June 1, 1989 to Verne Haselwood,
University of Nebraska at Omaha, Kayser Hall 208,
Omaha, NE 68182.

Joint Meeting Held
The Nebraska Library Commission met with the State
Advisory Council on Libraries on March 2 and 3 at the
Nebraska Library Commission in Lincoln. The joint meeting of the Council and Commission included organizational
activities for the new Council, and reports on major program
activities and issues. Commission staff reported on Strategic Planning; Federal Library Programs and Issues; NLC
Biennium Budget Request; Public Library Guidelines, Accreditation, and Librarian Certification; Nebraska Year of
the Young Reader; NLC Continuing Education Plan; and
the Nebraska Education Information Center Network.
2

-....

News of Nebraska Libraries and People
Loy Mowery, Library Director at Auburn Public Library for 14 years, has retired as director but will remain a
member of the staff. Before she became the director in 1975, she was a trustee for 16 years and a staff member for 4
years. The new library director is Boni Hathaway.
Deb Tuma-Cburch, Children's Librarian at the Crete Public Library received her Master of Arts degree in Library
Science from the University of Missouri - Columbia in December, 1988.
Nancy Morrow is the new Online Services Instructor for the Midcontinental Regional Medical Library Program at the
University or Nebraska'~ McGoogan Library or Medicine. Nancy comes to Omaha from Texas where she was an
Information Services Librarian at the Briscoe Library of the University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio.
Glee Nelson, Children's Librarian at the Columbus Public Library, was awarded the School Bell Award by the
faculty, administration, & board of the Columbus City Schools. This award is given annually to an individual in the
community who has given outstanding service to the youth of Columbus. Glee has worked in the Columbus Public
Library for 15 years.
Ruby Beckmann, Northeast Library System Administrative Assistant, was named 1989 Woman of the Year by the
Beta Sigma Phi sorority of Columbus. She was nominated by the Platte Valley Reading Tutors. Ruby has been involved with the Columbus Public Library as a volunteer or employee for fifteen years. She has been instrumental in
helping individuals develop reading skills.

~

Several Nebraska Library Commission staff changes have taken place within departments in recent months. Kevin
Hanken has moved from Administration Support Services Clerk to Library Assistant for the Nebraska Film Service.
Jan Anderson has moved from Technical Services and Administration to the Nebraska Library for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped. Sara Martin replaces Jan in Technical Services and Administration and Jason Welter
replaces Kevin in Administration.
The Beatrice Daily Sun and Radio Station KWBE received the News Media Support Award at the Mountain Plains
Library Association Conference in Billings, Montana. The award recognizes their outstanding support of the New
Library Fund Drive. Their support helped the Beatrice Public Library raise over $600,000 of the needed $1 million
within the first five months of the campaign.
Surplus library card catalog cases for sale to highest bidder. Sealed bids received until 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, May
24, 1989. Contact Director's Office, Lincoln City Libraries, 14th & N Streets, Lincoln, NE 68508 (402) 435-2146
for bid form.

Position Open
Lincoln City Libraries is accepting applications for Reference Supervisor
Responsibilities: Supervise day-to-day operations of a busy reference
department in the headquarters library, provide back-up reference service to
six branches, develop and manage reference collection for the main library
and a large periodicals collection, supervise staff of 14 including 4 professionals, and provide direct public service using on-line databases and Dynix
system with public access catalog. Minimum R~uirements: MLS with
reference and some supervisory experience. Salary: $22,763. Apply:
County/City Employment Office, 555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508,
by June 16, 1989. AA/EEO Employer.
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Legislative Day
The latest Public library Data Profile was mailed to
public libraries in April, 1989. This report of
statistical data is based upon the 1986-87 statistical
reports submitted to NLC by Nebraska public
libraries. To order a copy, please contact Barbara
Johnson, State Data Coordinator, Nebraska Library
Commission, 1-800-742-7691.

Consortium Meets
at Library Commission
The Nebraska Education Technology Consortium met at the
Nebraskl!-Library Commission on April 20. A brief overview of
NLC programs and services was provided by Deputy Director
Nancy Busch, followed by a demonstration of OCLC and
NELCMS by Jacque Mundell, Director of Information and Interloan and Steve Jonas, Library Automation Specialist.

The Nebraska Library Association Legislative Day, held
February 15, in Lincoln, focused on the theme "Information
for Nebraska's Future". Librarians & library supporters from
across the state used this opportunity to educate State Senators
about the role of libraries as the "Information Connection" in
community and state-level planning and development. An
exhibit in the State Capitol Rotunda, adjacent to the Legislative
Chamber, displayed library resources. Nebraska Library
Commission Staff demonstrated CDROM technology, including the 1982 Census of Agriculture and Retail Trade and
OCLC's National Technical Information Service. Each Senator
received a "Remember Libraries" note written on an out-ofdate OCLC CDROM disk. Activities included a breakfast
briefmg and review of lobbying packets with library supporters,
individual meetings and networking with respective State
Senators and staff, a Senator-Constituent luncheon, and an
Open House with tours of the Nebraska Library Commission.

The Nebraska Library Commission is one of four state ager.cies
serving with representatives from elementary and secont!ary
education, business, and higher education. The group advises the
State Board of Education and the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Commission on a variety of issues relating to education and technology, such as the Education Technology Center in
the Department of Education, legislation, and satellite distance
learning courses. Nancy Busch serves as the NLC representative
to the Consortium.
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Advisory Council Seeks
Preservation Solution
The use of acidic paper for Nebraska's and the nation's
historical record and literary output for the last 100
years has created an unprecedented threat to our collective memory and heritage. The paper which records
our last century is crumbling to dust at a rapid rate.
Millions of volumes in our nation's libraries and
archives are already too fragile to be removed from the
shelves. It is not just rare and expensive materials we
are in danger of losing, but things as homey and priceless as our family histories and pictures.
The Nebraska Documents Preservation Advisory
Council plans to investigate unmet needs for preserving paper collections in Nebraska, including books,
historical archives, and government records, and to
seek funding for a statewide preservation program.
The Council, chaired by Katherine L. Walter of the
University of Nebraska -- Lincoln, consists of representatives of concerned organizations including the
Nebraska Library Commission and NEBASE, the Nebraska Records Management Division, the Nebraska
State Historical Society and Archives, the Nebraska
Conservation Committee, the Nebraska Library Association, Nebraska Library Systems, and the Nebraska
Literary Heritage Association. Members meet
monthly to share information about preservation efforts and to develop strategies for addressing preservation concerns.
A survey of Nebraska libraries identified preservation
education as a primary interest. Organizations such as
the Nebraska Records Management Division, the
Nebraska State Historical Society, and the Nebraska
Publications Oearinghouse have been actively microfilming records for posterity within the limits of their
budgets. A comprehensive, statewide effort to overcome the enormous problems presented by acidic
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paper .will require a major financial commitment. To
further this goal, the Council submitted a grant proposal to the National Endowment for the Humanities.
Under the terms of the proposal, the Library Commission will serve as the umbrella agency, and Katherine
Walter will act as project director with the guidance of
the board. In the meantime, an effort to raise awareness and to offer educational programs has begun.

Washington Update ...
Measures to establish a national policy
to promote and encourage the printing
of books and other publications of
enduring value on alkaline, permanent
papers are before the House and
Senate. Sen. J. James Exon (D-NE) is
one of the co-sponsors of Senate Joint
Resolution 57.

Center for the Book Studied
The Nebraska Library Commission, with the assistance of a planning grant from the Nebraska
Committee for the Humanities, hosted a meeting of
thirty-five Nebraskans from across the state to consider whether to establish a Nebraska Center for the
Book. A Center for the Book would bring together
members of the publishing, educational, cultural,
business, library, and broadcast communities to promote the written, spoken, and viewed word.
A steering committee is exploring the feasibility of
establishing a center, priorities, possible sponsorship,
and process for affiliation with the Center for the Book
at the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C.

From the Director:
It is somewhat frustrating to realize that the formal education we received, for some of us years ago, is
a beginning and not an end. Learning is truly a life-long pursuit. We soon discover that those who take the time to
continue their learning have a considerable edge over those who do not Diplomas and certificates should represent
the acquisition of a solid foundation of knowledge, but that knowledge is rapidly replaced by new information.
This represents a dual challenge for libraries. Library staff need to pursue their own continuing education, and they
also need to provide a setting for informal, personal continuing education. In the latter, libraries are an important
educational agency -- a kind of life-long source for information and knowledge.
One aspect of a library's role as an educational resource is demonstrated by the six Nebraska
Educational Information Centers (EIC) funded through a grant from the W. K. Kellogg Foundation. The EICs,
located at the public libraries in Alliance, Broken Bow, Columbus, Crete, Holdrege, and West Point, are demonstrating the pro-active role of libraries in offering skilled assistance and resources for individuals seeking educational and career related opportunities. A combination of library staff skills, publications, computer software,
on-line databases, and toll-free telephone assistance, coupled with active marketing of these resources, aids
individuals in pursuing new personal directions.
The EICs are one example of libraries actively supporting informal educational assistance. The EIe
model actually builds upon a historical role of libraries in making information accessible in a variety of formats
to meet individual educational needs. The more active involvement of libraries in promoting this role lies in
the concentration and development of library resources and the tapping of resources of other agencies through
networking. All libraries can and do contribute to this role in a variety of ways.
In an era when adults can be expected to change careers three times within their work life, providing
resources to help in this transition is critical. The growth and value of information make libraries an important and
key community resource for pursuing personal life-long education.
Rod Wagner
Michigan School of Information and Library Studies, will
determine and document elements of Education Information Center practice relevant to most public libraries. This
project is designed to help librarians better understand the
service and the training needed to provide this service.
"Libraries are in a transition period," says Robert M.
Warner, Dean of the University of Michigan School,
"Now, as never before, librarians are seeing the importance of more effectively meeting the educational and informational needs of people. This study will make a major
contribution toward helping them utilize these innovative
services to provide better, more effective information. In
addition, this research has the potential for changing the
way schools teach future librarians about dealing with the
public more effectively."

Nebraska Education Information
Centers Receive National Support
Supported by a $97,939 grant from the W.K. Kellogg
Foundation, the Public Library Association (PLA) ,
a division of the American Library Association, is
expanding the network of public library-based Education
Information Centers. In addition to Kellogg-funded
state demonstration projects in Nebraska, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Washington, the network will include the
Intermountain Community Learning and Information
Services program in Colorado, Montana, Utah, and
Wyoming, and similar efforts on Oklahoma, Georgia, and
New York, as well as other states across the nation.
Education Information Centers (EIC) in public libraries
supply information about education and career alternatives
for adults and provide advice, instruction, and referral to
help clients pursue education, business development, and
career goals. The purpose of the PLAIEIC project is to
disseminate EIC information through a newsletter,
program resource directory, and materials clearinghouse.
PLA is committed to broadening the training of librarians
to ensure more effective provision of these guidance,
advising, and referral services to public library users.

Joan Birnie, Broken Bow Public Library Education Information Center,
assists Sandy Wright in using the DISCOVER compuJer program to
assess occupational interests and experience .

Also supported by a grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, Professor Joan C. Durrance of the University of
2

News of Nebraska Libraries and People
Congratulations to the Nebraska winners of the Friends of Libraries U.S.A.
10th Anniversary Contest Of the 139 entries in the contest, the Friends of
the Crawford Public Library were recognized for one of three best fund
raising ideas and Friends of the Hastings Public Library were cited for one
of three best volunteer recognitions.

ALA membership brings you
American libraries and its LEADS
job listing . reduced rates at
conferences . discounts on ALA
publications. eligibility to vote and
hold office. and an excellent group
insurance plan .
The dues are affordable - $38 for
first time personal members .
renewing members $75. students
$19. non-salaried or retired
librarians $26 . trustees and
friends $34 (effective through
August 31. 1989).

Bart Austhof has been appointed to the Central Reference Services Department at the University of Nebraska -- Lincoln. Bart will start September 1
and one of his major assignments will be maps.
The Reading Together Program, now in its third year, will be held at all
Lincoln City Libraries this summer. The program provides children and
adults the opportunity to share in reading and discussing books written for
young people. The program is designed for children in the 4th, 5th, or 6th
grades and their adult friends.
Virginia Snell has been hired as the Reference and Outreach Services
Librarian at the Beatrice Public Library. Virginia, a 1988 Library Science
graduate of the University of Missourl- Columbia, will supervise interlibrary
loan activities.
Mayor Ken Kunze of York kicked off the Celebrity Reader program at
Lincoln Elementary School. The object of the program is to entice students
to read by encouragement from celebrity readers. The excitement created by
the successful adult reader helps bring books to life, motivate students, and
show them the importance of reading in acquiring and keeping a job.

Membership Services
American Library Association
50 East Huron Street
Chicago . IL 60611
Yes. I will join!*

o Enclosed is my check for $ _ _

o Charge my dues of $ _ _ to my
o VISA 0 MasterCard
o American Express

Exp . date

Card number
Signature
Type of membership

Effective June 1, the office address of the Meridian Library System has
been changed to 1811 West 2nd, Suite 340, Grand Island, NE 68803.

Name (please print)
Mailing address

Dee R. Yost, Assistant Director of the Hastings Public Library, has been
named Republican Valley Library System Administrator. Dee replaces
Judy Grandstaff who will continue as Director of the Blue Hill Public
Library. The system office will move to Hastings, effective June 15.
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Effective in June, Thomas F. Gensichen, currently Head of the Adult
Circulation department of the Council Bluffs Public Library will serve as
Eastern Library System Administrator. Thomas replaces Karen Berner
who will move to Naples, Italy this summer.
Thirty-five people attended a birthday party at the Norfolk Public Library
for children's author Beverly Cleary. The party was part of the library's
observance of National Library Week.
A guest story time at Ralston Public Library featured Mayor Julie Haney
and Alice Morrison, City Treasurer. The Mayor and City Treasurer told
stories about growing up in Ralston in the 1950s and 1960s.
The Neligh Public Library received a $7,600 grant from the Omaha WorldHerald Foundation to cover the purchase of periodical display shelving and
a microfilm reader/printer.
Among several donations given to the Fullerton Public Library Friends,
was one for $5,000 from Mrs. W.H. (Hanna) Russell.
4
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Overwhelming Response
Sixty-two Nebraska public libraries will receive the sixty
volume Library of America book set. This definitive collection of America's greatest writers is made available through
grants from The Nebraska Committee for the Humanities,
The Cooper Foundation, The Woods Charitable Fund, the
Library of America, and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. This effort is co-sponsored by the Nebraska Library
Commission and the Nebraska Library Association. Libraries receiving the series are eligible to contact the Library of
America Speakers Bureau to schedule public programs
highlighting the collection and promoting the library.

"My father enjoyed doing things for other
people. We believe that by helping the
Bloomfield library acquire these books we
will be supporting his lifetime desire to
help others."
Julian Canaday,
Bloomfield Farmer

Libraries awarded grants include:

••
••
••
•

Ainsworth Public Library
Slagle Memorial Library
Hoesch Memorial Library
Arapahoe Public Library
"We look forward to
Arlington Public Library
using Humanities funding
Ashland Public Library
Auburn Public Library
to bring in scholars for
Aurora Public Library
presentations on the
•• Bennington Public Library
classics, to stimulate
Bloomfield Public Library
Brunswick Public Library
further interest in the
Callaway Public Library
books and our library."
Hard. Memorial Library
Chadron Public Library
Marilyn McDowell,
Chappell Memorial Library
Creighton Public Library
Former David City
Dakota City Public Library
Library Director
• • • • • • • • • David City Public Library
John Rogers Memorial Library
Elkhorn Public Library
Franklin Public Library
Fullerton Public Library
Gering Public Library
Gordon City Library
Gn:enwood Public Library
"I would like to help purchase The Library Q,f
Hastings Public Library
America in the memory of my only sibling, who
Hebron Public Library
died in January 1988, HL. "Hub" Haberman.
Hemingford Public Library
Howclh Public Library
This set of books would honor his memory as
Bruun Memorial Library
they will always be in place for use by people
• • • Imperial Public Library
of all ages.
Kearney Public Library
Nebraska State Penitentiary Library
Lyman Public Library
Rex Haberman,
Omaha Tribal Council
Imperial,
McCook Public Library
Jensen Memorial Library
State Senolor
Newman Grove Public Library
Santee Tribal Library
North Platte Public Library
Oakland Public Library
• Palmyra Public Library
• Carnegie Public Library
"The Palmyra library was
House Memorial Library
• •
an important and pleasurable
•
Petersburg Public Library
part of my growing up years.
• •
Auld Public Library
•
Seward Public Library
I hope these new books will
•
Springfield Public Library

••

••
•

be a good addition to the
collection."

I- •

StromsbU'll Public Library
Sutherland Public Library
Syracuse Public Library
Talmage Public Library
Tecumseh Public Library
Carnegie Public Library
Thomu County Library
Valley Public Library
Lincoln Township Library
Wayne Public Library
Wimer Public Library
Mallman Memorial Public Library
Wymore Public Library

Dak Young, Lincoln,
Firstier Vice President
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Ainsworth
Alliance
Alma
Arapahoe
Arlington
Ashland
Auburn
Aurora
Bennington
Bloomfield
Brunswick
Callaway
Central City
Chadron
Chappell
Creighton
DakOla City
David City
Dodge
Elkhorn
Franklin
Fullerton
Gering
Gordon
Greenwood
Hastings
Hebron
Hemingford
Howclh
Humboldt
Imperial
Kearney
Lincoln
Lyman
Macy
McCook
Minden
Newman Grove
Niobrara
North Platte
Oakland
Palmyra
Pawnee City
Pender
Petersbu'll
Red Ooud
Seward
Springfield
StromsbU'll
Sutherland
Syracuse
Talmage
Tecumseh
Tekamah
Thedford
Valley
Wausa
Wayne
Wisner
Wood River
Wymore

Resources from AllOver
1985 Foundation Directory
Guide to Library Placement

The Junior League of Omaha, Inc. is revising the 1985
Nebraska Foundation Directory as a public service project. Costs for the directory recover printing, postage, and
handling. Send $10.00, plus 4% state sales tax (if applicable), plus city sales tax (if applicable) to Junior League of
Omaha, Inc., 7400 Court Building, Suite 102, 808 South
74thPlaza,Omaha,NE 68114. Telephone (402) 391-8986
to request an order form.

The 1989 Guide to Library Placement Sources is available from the American Library Association Office for
Library Personnel Resources (OLPR). The listing serves as
a handout for job seekers who want to know where to find
library and information-related position vacancies and
openings. Included in the publication are telephone
joblines, national and state job referral services, library
school placement bulletins and services, and special
sections on overseas employment contacts and using information skills in nonlibrary settings. Send $.75 per copy
order to "GUIDE," ALNOLPR, 50 E. Huron St.,
Chicago, IL 60611.

Paddington Bear Reading Club
For thirty years
Padding ton Bear has
delighted
readers
with his well-meaning
ways and exciting
adventures. This year
Paddington invites
children to join him
the American Library
Association's new
reading
program,
" Adventures with
Padding ton Reading
Club." Program materials include a
complete guide with tips on planning, funding, and
promoting a reading program, plus camera-ready activity
sheets for Padding ton recipes, Paddington passport,
official club membership card and more. Four-color
posters with lines for local program information, bookmarks and" Adventurous Reader" stickers are available to
promote the program. A Paddington booklog and an
"Adventurous Reader Award" certificate help children
track their progress.

Right-to-Know Exhibits
The Right-to-Know Information exhibits on Censorship,
Propaganda and Disinformation are available on loan.
This series of individual panels deals with freedom of information versus national security, the FBI's invasion of
libraries, books as big business, declining access to government information, and a host of other topics. There
are two series --What's Happening to Your Right to
Know (28 panels, 14" x 22") and The Ten Best Censored
Stories of the Year (14 panels, 14" x 22"). To find out
about the content of the exhibits or to reserve one,
contact J. Mollenkopf, at the Dominican College Library, San Rafael, CA, (415) 457-4440, ex. 195.

EdLINC
EdLINC is a national network for professionals in resource,
media, information, library, and service centers. It provides information through the EdLINC Database, a free
electronic catalog information service that enables
educators to find appropriate mat~rials to match their
needs. EdLINC is for anyone responsible for finding,
recommending, and purchasing new materials and for
providing current information on instructional materials
and school products. It includes information on tests
software, books, multimedia, computer and audiovisuai
equipment, school supplies, etc. This service helps to meet
the needs of teachers, administrators, students, and allied
educational professionals. For more information, please
call (614) 771 -0722 or write EdLINC, P.O. Box 14325,
Columbus, Ohio 43214.

A plush 11" Padding ton doll with a "Please Read To This
Bear" sweatshirt is available for prizes and displays.
Children's booklogs and reading report can be stamped
with a 1-1/2" "Adventurous Reader" rubber stamp.
To order or to receive a free full color catalog, write ALA
Graphics, American Library Association, 50 E. Huron St.,
Chicago, IL 60611; or call 1-800-545-2433.
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Juvenile Resource Centers Meet
The Juvenile Resource Center Librarians met May 8 at the
Library Commission for a day of training and discussion.
Juvenile Resource Centers are located in a library in each
system and offer assistance, counsel, and supplementary
materials to support children's services in each system.
Deb Carlson, Scottsbluff Public Library, Panhandle Library System; Jeanne Saathoff, Grand Island Public Library, Meridian Library System; Kathy Schultz, Hastings
Public Library, Republican Valley Library System; Carolyn
Baker, Beatrice Public Library, Southeast Library System;
Glee Nelson, Columbus Public Library, Northeast Library
System and Mary Scheele, Fremont Public Library, Eastern Library System met with Bob Trautwein, Columbus
Public Library Director and Nebraska Library Commission
personnel, Mary Jackson, Rod Wagner and Jim Minges.
During the morning, the librarians summarized their
activities that are designed to meet the unique needs of each
System. This includes providing interlibrary loan, workshops, newsletter articles, telephone consultation, rotating collections, and other materials such as story packets
and signage aids. All agreed that despite severely restricted
funds and little time to give to this role, they make significant contributions in each area.
The afternoon training was devoted to exploring and prioritizing competencies for children's services librarians. The
next meeting will be August 7 at Grand Island.
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Summer Reading Program Themes
Summer Safari and Wild West Frontier have been selected
as the 1990 and 1991 Summer Reading Program themes. To
allow Summer Reading Program materials to be distributed
earlier, Spring Meetings participants voted for two themes
this year. The 1990 theme is "Summer Safari" while the
1991 theme is "Wild West Frontier -- Right Over Here ... in
a Book." To help develop the theme, contact Mary Jackson,
Library Commission Children's Coordinator, (402) 4714006 or (800) 742-7691.

Radio Talking Book Statewide
The Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Commission announces the expansion of Radio Talking Book, Inc.
to an estimated 20,000 additional Nebraskans in Greater
Nebraska. Gov. Kay Orr, featured speaker at the dedication
ceremony April 27, said, "It gives me great pleasure to
dedicate this excellent service -- demonstrating once again
the state's sensitivity and commitment to the needs of all
citizens." The dedication was broadcast live on Radio
Talking Book service.
This service is devoted to the reading of books, magazines
and newspapers for Nebraskans who are visually impaired
or print-handicapped. The special decoders needed to use
the service are available free from Radio Talking Book.
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This Project makes information about AIDS more accessible to the public. Among the books donated are The Quilt
and Beverly Barbo's moving story of her son's battle with
AIDS, The Walking Wounded. Books were selected to
appeal to a wide audience. Staff of Lincoln-Lancaster
County Health Department and the University of Nebraska
were among those who reviewed the books for selection.
Parents & Friends of Lesbians and Gays is the only support
group that serves parents, families, and friends of gays and
lesbians in the state of Nebraska. The Library Project that
made these books available is providing information that
promotes understanding instead of fear, compassion instead
of blame, and love instead of hale. Contact Tim Lynch at the
Library Commission for a list of books and other suggested
resources.

Jean Durgin-Clinchard packages ATDS inJormation resources Jor shipment to
Nebraska public libraries.

Library Commission
Funding Increased

AIDS Information Available
in Nebraska Libraries

A 19% increase in state funds for Nebraska Library Commission programs was included in the new state biennium
budget adopted by the Legislature and Governor in May.

AIDS infonnation resources were donated to sixty-eight
public libraries across the state through a special Nebraska
AIDS Project. Sets of eight books with accompanying
brochures on AIDS were mailed to public libraries.
Resources will also be made available from the Nebraska
AIDS Project, the Nebraska State Health Department,
Nebraska Chapters of the American Red Cross, and Parents
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays. Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays Cornhusker, Inc., in cooperation with
the Nebraska Library Commission, received a grant for the
special Library Project on AIDS and Homophobia from
Woods Charitable Fund, Inc. Additional funding was
received from the Imperial Court of Nebraska, the Nebraska
Coalition for Gay and Lesbian Civil Rights, Parents and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays Cornhusker, Inc., and individual donors.

The biennium budget provides an increase in state aid funds
of$560,625 ($261,625 in FY 89/90 and $299,000 in FY 90/
91). This amount had been included in Governor Orr's
Executive Budget presented in January and was included in
the Appropriations Committee's recommendations to the
Legislature. The largest share of the increase represents a
major increase in state aid funds for library systems, public
libraries, and state resource libraries.
The $261,625 increase in FY 89/90 includes $105,000 for
library system programs, $125,125 for state aid to public
libraries, and $31,500 for net lender compensation. The
new funds were appropriated in response to the
Commission's budget request for increased aid in these
areas.

From the Director:
What do libraries have to do with economic development? The message is clear that
libraries have a vital role in economic development. That key role is information services.
Nebraska's experience with economic trauma over the past several years has heightened awareness
of the need to approach community survival as a cooperative community enterprise. No one individual or organization can successfully sustain the development of a community. It takes the combined
efforts of many individuals and organizations within a community. Libraries should be, and in many
cases, are a key partner.
Information and communication are critical to any planning and organizational effort.
Libraries are a central community resource for information. They are a resource for information
immediately available and a local access point to a world-wide network of libraries, which can be
tapped to obtain needed information. Nebraska has a valuable resource in its libraries and their
connections through the Nebraska Library Communications System (NELCMS). Emerging technologies, such as telefacsimile and computer accessible databases, place Nebraska libraries in a
strategic position to access and deliver information. The potential for building on this electronic
"communications highway system" throughout Nebraska is very exciting and promising.
The Northeast Library System Institute, held in early June at Wayne State College, offered
an excellent opportunity to share ideas and information on the many ways that libraries can and do
contribute to economic development. The System assembled a group of presenters who represented
key agencies at local and state levels. Their remarks were especially significant because they
represented the views of non-librarians. In the keynote presentation, Kathy Small, Executive
Director of Nebraska Futures, Inc., issued a healthy list of ideas of roles and services for libraries in
economic development initiatives.
Statewide planning initiatives, such as the Legislature's "New Horizons" project and the
private sector project "New Seeds for Nebraska," have included specific strategies for libraries to
perform vital information access and delivery services. The challenges and opportunities are there
for libraries to participate in making Nebraska a good place to live and work now and in the future.
Rod Wagner

In other Commission business, Karon Harvey was recognized for her service to the Commission. Mrs. Harvey's
term ends in June, 1989. Commissioners received staff
reports concerning library construction grants, the annual
agency audit, strategic planning, and the White House
Conference II.
Commissioners approved policy
statements for the Library for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped.
The May Commission meeting was concluded with a
review and discussion of current agency contracts and grant
projects. The next meeting is scheduled in Lincoln, July 14.

Karon Harvey awartkd Admiralty in the Great Navy of the State of Nebraska.

Commissioners Approve
System Funding
Nebraska Library Commissioners approved funding for
Library Systems, pending appropriation, at their May 17
meeting in Lincoln. Systems will share a $105,000 increase
in state funding for the 1989/90 fiscal year. The increase
also includes funds for the Lincoln and Omaha Public
Libraries under an urban library system arrangement
approved earlier in the year.
2

News of Nebraska Libraries and People
Paul Hoffman has joined the Library Commission staff to coordinate
NEBASE-OCLC services. Paul received an M.LS. degree from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison and an undergraduate degree in Speech
Communications.
The Elkhorn Lions' Club donated $500 to the Elkhorn Public Library to
"enhance the growth of our library and the education of our children."
Effective July 1, the office address of the Republican Valley Library
System has been changed to 2727 West 2nd, Suite 230, Hastings, NE
6890L
Paul Hoffman. NEBASE·OCLC Coordinator

Bonnie Barley has been named Director of the Arlington Public Library. She replaces Dorothy Dunklau, who
retired.
The Ralston Public Library sponsored a seed exchange this spring. A swap bin next to the gardening books encouraged patrons to exchange and share garden seeds.
The John A. Stahl Library in West Point received a grant from the Nebraska Commitlee for the Humanities for a
"Let's Talk About It" reading/discussion series. ''The Journey Inward: Women's Autobiography" includes works by
Eudora Welty, Isadora Duncan, and Zora Neal Hurston.
Bartley Elementary School students celebrated 1989-- Year of the Young Reader by holding a balloon launch.
Students attached cards with their names, school address, and favorite books. Finders of the balloons were asked to
return the cards to the students after entering their names and favorite books.
In addition to Summer Reading Program activities, Lincoln City Libraries has a "Read-to-Me" sheet for preschoolers and other children who do not yet read independently. The children can keep track of the books that they
listen to each week and can come into the library to get their sheets stamped.
Cindy Gitt has been appointed Children's Librarian for the Holdrege Public Library System. She replaces
Pat Sproles who moved to Rapid City, South Dakota.
The David City Library Foundation received a Nebraska Committee for the Humanities "Let's Talk About It" grant
for "Family: The Way We Were, The Way We Are."
The Seward Public Library, in partnership with Radio Shack, promoted the Year of the Young Reader by encouraging youngsters to "Dial-A Story." Each week in April, the staff recorded a different fairy tale or book.
Friends and colleagues of Louise Shelledy honored her at a tea held at the
Library Commission on June 14. Louise was involved in libraries in Nebraska for a number of years. She served as the first Executive Secretary for
the Nebraska Library Association from 1970 - 1979 and the first editor of
the Nebraska Library Association Quarterly (NLAQ). Louise is moving
from Nebraska to California on the first of July.
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Position Open
Hastings Public Library is accepting applications for Assistant Director.
Responsibilities include young adult services, reference service, outreach
and public relations. Minimum requirements: ALA-MLS degree with two
years of relevant experience. Salary: $18,967 - $23,649. Send resume and
three work-related references to Linda Rea, Director, Hastings Public
Library, P.O. Box 849, Hastings, NE 68902.
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Library Development Department Update
To increase support for continuing education programs, a
full time continuing education coordinator has been
appointed within the Library Development Department of
the Library Commission. A new continuing education
coordinator position was included in the Library Commission 1989-1991 budget request. Since the budget approved
for the Library Commission is not sufficient to support the
additional position, a full time continuing education coordinator has been designated within existing staff. The
appointment of Tim Lynch as Continuing Education
Coordinator represents a priority emphasis on continuing
education services. His responsibilities include coordination of the Public Library Certification program, study of
potential delivery of graduate library science courses in
Nebraska, coordination of Library Commission continuing
education programs, assistance to professional library
associations, and training support for library system staff
and boards.
Library development staff will assist the library systems in
activities related to the responsibilities and expertise of each
staff member. Due to the appointment of very capable full
time administrators by each of the library systems, the
completion of well developed system service plans, and the
general organizational growth of the library systems,
Library Commission staff will no longer attempt to attend
all system meetings. Jim Minges, Library Development
Director, will assume overall coordination of the systems.

He will meet with the System Administrators and
Presidents, coordinate the process for developing and
evaluating system plans and budget requests, and provide
other assistance as needed.
Barbara Johnson will coordinate programs related to
measurement, recognition, and aid for local library
programs. This includes gathering and dissemination of
library statistical data, coordination of the public library
accreditation program, and administration of state aid to
public libraries.
Dick Allen will coordinate programs for public and institutional library development. This includes assistance to
local libraries in implementing the Public Library Planning
Process, federal grants for public library construction,
literacy activities, and other special development programs
for public and institutional libraries.
Mary Jackson will continue to serve as Children and Young
Adult Servies Coordinator. This includes coordination of
the statewide summer reading program and Fall Children's
Conference, as well as other training and consulting activities for children's and young adult services librarians and
school library media specialists.
These staff adjustments will upgrade support of continuing
education programs and will give each library development
coordinator clear and demanding responsibilities. Library
personnel are invited to call upon the library development
staff for assistance or further information.
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Group Access Grants Awarded
Today is the publication date of
Salman Rushdie's book

THE SATANIC VERSES
FREE PEOPLE WRITE BOOKS
FREE PEOPLE PUBLISH BOOKS
FREE PEOPLE SELL BOOKS
FREE PEOPLE BUY BOOKS
FREE PEOPLE READ BOOKS
In the spirit of America's commitment to
free expression we inform the public that
this book
will be available to readers at bookstores and
libraries throughout the country.

Association of American Publishers
American Booksellers Association
American Library Association

Rushdie Poster Available
The American Library Association (ALA) Office for
Intellectual Freedom is offering the above poster of the
February 22, 1989,New York Times ad supporting free
expression in connection with Salman Rushdie 's book
The Satanic Verses.
To order a copy of the poster, printed on heavy newsprint, send $5 check or money order (payable to ALA)
to: Rushdie poster, ALA Office for Intellectual
Freedom, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611.

The Online Computer Library Center (OCLC) Group
Access program is designed to extend direct access to
the Nebraska state database. The database, recently
renamed Nebraska Electronic Online Network
(NEON), is used to identify and locate Nebraska
library holdings in the OCLC Online Union Catalog.
Participants through Group Access Capability have
direct access to Nebraska locations only. They may
refer requests to out-of-state locations through their
respective System Resource Library or the Interlibrary
Loan Department of the Commission. Participants
may complete the Interlibrary Loan transaction
through the Nebraska Library Communication
System (NELCMS) or the OCLC Subsystem.

Grant awards and amounts are:
Alliance Public Library
$500
Auburn Public Library
$500
Broken Bow Public Library
$500
Gering Public Library
$500
$500
Sidney Public Library
The applicants met a number of conditions and
requirements. They are expected to be a public library,
!lQ1 be a current OCLC member, document the need
for direct access to the OCLC Online Union Catalog,
demonstrate the potential for continuing participation
beyond the grant period, and participate (or agree to)
in the Nebraska Library Communication System
(NELCMS).

From the Director:
Literacy has been a part of the language of library services for the past decade. More
recently a new aspect of literacy has drawn attention -- infonnation literacy. An American Library
Association Presidential Committee was appointed in 1987 to define infonnation literacy, to design
one or more models for infonnation literacy development, and to determine implications for the
continuing education and development of teachers. The ALA Presidential Committee on Infonnation Literacy issued its final report in January 1989. In their report, the Committee challenges our
educational system to recognize infonnation literacy as a survival skill in the "information age."
Infonnation literacy is defined as the ability to locate, evaluate, and effectively use infonnation.
The Committee report goes on to describe the importance of infonnation literacy to individuals,
business, and citizenship. This parallels the themes recommended for the second White House
Conference on Library and Infonnation Services to be held by 1991.
The concept of infonnation literacy underscores the value of infonnation and the vital role
of libraries as infonnation centers. Libraries do exist to help people locate, evaluate, and effectively use infonnation. One of the first actions of anyone wanting to be infonnation literate is to
locate a good library, one equipped with the people and resources needed to meet personal needs.
The challenge for libraries may be even greater than that of the individual. Libraries must be up to
the task of coping with the growing quantity, complexity, and variety of infonnation. Are we up to
the task?
The second White House Conference provides the opportunity for these issues and questions to be posed and considered during the next eighteen months as Nebraska and other states
plan and carry out state activities.
Rod Wagner

The Cooperative Programs Committee discussed
the process of reviewing system plans and gave
recommendations for improvements. The Program
Development and Review Committee discussed the
White House Conference on Libraries and Infonnation
Services. Ideas and suggestions for activities within
Nebraska were presented. The Committee recommended, and the Council approved, that Nebraska
hold a state conference to precede the White House
Conference.

Strategic Planning Project
The Strategic Plan Steering Committee met June 21 at
Creighton University in Omaha. The Committee
reviewed and discussed the reports of the Funding,
Continuing Education, and the Communications task
forces. Completion of the strategic plan and submission to the Commissioners is scheduled for September
1989. Meetings will be held throughout the state
this fall to present and discuss the plan. The Steering
Committee will hold its next meeting August 1 and 2,
at Scottsbluff Public Library.

State Advisory Council Recommends
Pre-White House Conference
The State Advisory Council on Libraries met June 9 in
Lincoln at the Nebraska Library Commission. The
Council received reports on the biennium budget for the
Commission, progress of the Strategic Planning
project, and an update on the upcoming resource
sharing study.
2

News of Nebraska Libraries and People
Friends of the Seward Public Library initiated the "Share-A-Video" project. Community members
contributed the price of a videotape. The library purchased the video and the donor's name was placed on it.
The donor was offered first chance to check out the new video.
Anita Breckbill and Hong Sun joined the faculty of the University Libraries this summer. Anita will be a
member of the Cataloging Department, with an emphasis on cataloging music material. Hong Sun is a
member of the Serials Cataloging staff.
Cheryl Langford assumed duties in June as the Interlibrary Loan Librarian at the Freeman/Lozier Library,
Bellevue College.
Mari Hosford, Librarian at the Albion Public Library, made a video tour of the library. The twenty-five
minute tape shows the different areas of the library and explains various collections and services.
Deb Tuma Church has been appointed Branch Supervisor at Anderson Branch Library, Lincoln City
Libraries, effective August 28, 1989.
Governor Kay Orr reappointed Donna Trueblood, Lexington, to the Nebraska Library Commission. She
has served a partial term as Commissioner since 1988 and will now serve a three-year term ending in 1992.
Henrietta Harre will retire as Exeter Public Librarian on July 28 after almost eighteen years of service.
City Clerk Lana Parker will assume duties of librarian beginning August 7.
Bonnie Barley was appointed Librarian at the Arlington Public Library on May 1. She replaced Dorothy
Dunklau who retired after twelve years of service.
Myron Boettcher began as Director of the Concordia Teachers College Library on January 1.
Glenn Ohlman is now head of Technical Services, having having held both positions prior to January 1.

Positions Open
Beatrice Public Library is accepting applications for Reference/lnterloan and Outreach Services
Librarian. Responsibilities: supervise the referencelinterloan center for a fifteen-county, multi-type library
system and outreach services for the library. Qualifications: Master's Degree in Library Science and a
working knowledge of OCLC and DIALOO data bases.
Salary: $17,136. Apply: Laureen Riedesel, Director, Beatrice Public
OVEKTONES u pub/uII.tI b, '".
Library, 218 N. 5th Street, Beatrice, NE 68310,402-223-3584 by
Ndmuu Lib,." COMWtiMio"
1420 P SIr..I, LUteolit, NE 68508-1683
August 10, 1989.
402471-2045

The Crete Public Library is accepting applications for a librarian
position. Responsibilities include programming, collection development, budget management, and supervisory duties, as well as routine
library work. Minimum requirement: MLS or degree in medial
library related field. Experience helpful, but not required. Salary:
low to mid-teens. Send resume and three work-related references to
Margaret Harding, Director, Crete Public Library, P.O. Box 156,
Crete, NE 68333, 402-826-3809 by August 19, 1989. Equal opportunity employer.
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Norma Young Elected Chair
Nonna Young was elected Chair of the Nebraska
Library Commission at the Commission's July 14
meeting in Lincoln. Mrs. Young is beginning her
second year on the Commission. Gayle Stock was
re-elected Vice-Chair.
In other business, the Commission received

reports
on the agency's annual audit, strategic planning
project, and the Nebraska Educational Infonnation
Center Network. The Commissioners approved
agency priority goals for 1989/90 and a Drug-Free
Workplace Policy. Recommendations from the State
Advisory Council on Libraries and staff concerning
state planning for pre-White House Conference
activities were also approved by the Commissioners.
The Commissioners set their next meeting date for
September 8 in Lincoln.

Norma YOU"K welcomes slaff 10 Ihe Slaff Apprecialio" LU1ICheo",
iwsled by Ihe Commissioners 0" May 17, 1989.
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Now Available
The annotated bibliography of the
"Best of the Best" career books is
available now. A consortium of staff of
public library-based Education
Infonnation Centers prepared this list
for the PLAIEIC preconference

Empowering Adults In Transition:
The Role of Education and Career
Centers In
Public Libraries.
It includes

favorite materials from
Education Infonnation Centers across
the country, as well as Nebraska selections. The development of this list
was sponsored by the Job & Career Infonnation Services Committee of the
Adult Lifelong Learning Section of the
Public Library Association. To receive
a copy, contact Mary Jo Ryan at the
Library Commission, 800-742-7691.
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September is Library Card
Sign-Up Month
During National Library Week, Congress passed a joint
resolution designating September 1989 as National
Library Card Sign-up Month. New promotional
materials, featuring characters from Morrie Turner's
Wee Pals comic
Ubraries Make Good Pals
strip, are available
from the American
Library Association (ALA) through
the Spring Graphics
Catalog. Materials
include poster,
bookmark, banner,
tip sheet and stickers.
Librarians are invited to enter a
national sign-up
competition. Prizes will be awarded to libraries
reporting the largest percentage of new library
card registrants (all ages) between September 1 and
October 1. World Book, Inc., will donate three top
prizes in the com petition. First prize is a $1,000 gift
certificate for World Book products, second prize is a
$500 gift certificate and third prize, a $250 gift certificate. Entry forms for the contest are available from the
ALA Public Information Office, 50 E. Huron St.,
Chicago, IL 60611, ATTN: Sign-up Contest.

The Baker and Taylor Grassroots Grant program
provides financial assistance to attend a State Library
Association conference for graduate or undergraduate
students preparing for careers in librarianship. The
applicant must be a member of the Nebraska Junior
Members Roundtable (NE/JMRT) and the Nebraska
Library Association or the Nebraska Educational
Media Association, and must be a full or part-time
student. The winneris selected on the basis of his or her
application.
The Houchen Bindery/Nebraska Junior Members
Roundtable Cash Award recognizes a librarian
or media specialist who has made a significant
contribution to library/media services in their initial
career years. The Mentor of the Year Award honors
those who have aided significantly in the professional
development of junior members and have influenced
their careers by example.
For further information or to apply, contact
Charlotte I. Bernt, NE/JMRT Awards Coordinator,
Calvin T. Ryan Library, Kearney State College,
Kearney,NE 68849, (308) 234-8597 by September 29,
1989. Applications and nominations are confidential.

New Videos Available
from the Commission

-

Basic Secretarial Skills
Basic Writing Skills
Communication Skills
Effective Writingfor Managers
Performance Appraisal
Stress Management

Nominations Sought
Nominations are being solicited for awards to be
presented at the fall Nebraska Library Association/
Nebraska Educational Media Association convention.
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Contact the Nebraska Film Service
800-742-7691 or 402-471-2045
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From the Director:
By now, Nebraska libraries have completed their annual summer reading programs. Thousands
of Nebraska's young people have taken part in this important summer event Despite the countless other
things children find to do during busy summers, it is encouraging to find that many also find time to read.
Planning is already underway for the 1990 and 1991 reading programs. Imagination, creativity and lots of
hard work will go into the many activities associated with these summer reading programs. The benefits
are "more children reading" and "children reading more."
The summer reading program has been a special event for me this year. There was no summer
reading program in my home community when I was growing up. This year I became a guest "storyteller" and participated in programs at Nebraska's six Juvenile Resource Center libraries at Beatrice,
Columbus, Fremont, Grand Island, Hastings and Scottsbluff. This was an opportunity for me to experience my first summer reading program. It was a most enjoyable experience. A great deal of credit goes
to the children's librarians and directors of these libraries, as well as to the librarians in the many other
Nebraska libraries who make the summer reading programs as great as they are.
Thank you Nebraska libraries for the great work you do in making summertime enjoyable and
rewarding for our young people. Thanks, too, to parents and care givers for involving children not only in
the summer reading program activities, but in children's activities throughout the year.

Rod Wagner

Colleges Refine Automation Plan
Nebraska state college libraries are reviewing and
refining plans for automation needs and requirements
this summer. This effort was requested by the 1989
Legislature in response to a funding request to automate the four state college libraries. Peru State College
has already installed an automated system in its library
but will participate fully in a coordinated plan with the
other colleges. John Mayeski, director of the Calvin T.
Ryan Library at Kearney State, has been designated the
project administrator.

Adopt-A-Lihrary
The American Library Association challenges all
General Federation of Women's Clubs to "Adopt-ALibrary" and will award a Certificate of Appreciation to
each club meeting the criteria. Women's Clubs will
work with the local library to determine library needs
and develop a plan for specific support. At least one
library program and one specific library-related project
will be developed. In addition, the club will promote
National Library Week (April 22-28, 1990) and sponsor
at least three activities chosen from the publication,
Literacy and Libraries --100 Ways to Show You Care.
Interested clubs should contact Nancy Harlow, General
Federation of Women's Gubs Junior Education Department Chairman, 37 John Goffe Drive, Bedford, NH
03102 for more information and entry forms.

Rob McGee and Associates, library automation
consultants,were selected to assist in addressing the
issues specified by the Legislature. Among the issues
are relationships to statewide library automation
planning, automation of the University of Nebraska
libraries, and consideration of linkages with other
library computer systems. The state colleges are proceeding with a review of vendor proposals. They are
expected to complete their report for the Legislature by
October. For more information, please contact Rod
Wagner at the Library Commission, 800-742-7691 or
402-471-2045.

2

Copyright Workshop
More than 100 librarians and media specialists
attended the Copyright and Library Practice Workshop presented by Sandra Salazar of the Bibliographic
Center for Research on July 12. She gave an overview
of the development of copyright and provided specific
guidance on library reproduction rights, reserve
photocopying, fair use, alternatives to photocopying
after fairuse amounts are exhausted, and how to obtain
permission from copyright holders.

NEON is the new name for the state database, consisting
of more than three million records generated by Nebraska libraries who catalog through the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC). More than sixty public,
academic, school, and special libraries contribute to this
database, used to identify and locate Nebraska library
holdings.
To become a NEON user, libraries need a microcomputer, modem, and printer. Costs include OCLC profiling, onetime charge of $40; annual dial access fee of
$50; and annual NEBASE administrative fee of $120.
Additional charges based on usage include:

A tape of the presentation and the accompanying
packet of handouts will be available through
interlibrary loan. A revised copy of Salazar's Copyright Bibliography is available now. To receive a
copy, contact Barbara Chandler at the Library
Commission, 800-742-7691 or 402-471-2045.

Telecommunications @ $9/hr. or $7.29/hr. in some areas
Search OCLe@ $O.13/ea.
Display NEON holdings @ $O.25/ea.
OeLe Interlibrary Loan request (optional) @ $O.75/ea.
OeLe Interlibrary Loan request referrral (optional) @ $0.45/ea.

Position Open
Southeast Library System is accepting applications for
an Administrator to manage a fifteen-county library
system office. Responsibilities include assessment of
need, development, administration, and evaluation of
system activities and services. Travel is required to
provide consultation to implement system programs
including continuing education/training, computer
demonstration, and coordination of cooperative
efforts. Qualifications: MLS degree with applicable
library skills. Salary: $24,000. Send letter of application, resume, and names and current address/phone
of three references to Southeast Library System,
c/o Union College Library, Lincoln, NE 68506 by
September 1, 1989.

For more information, contact Jacque Mundell at the
Library Commission, 800-742-7691 or402-471-2045.

Promotion Planning Initiated
Friends of Print-Handicapped Nebraskans held a
planning meeting July 7. Friends volunteers and board
members brainstormed ideas to tie specific programs
to the group's goals. Commission staff Dave Oertli,
Diane Greenlee, and Sally Snyder attended the meeting
as advisors. Oertli, Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped Director, was impressed with the
outcome of the meeting and said, "the ideas proposed
would be helpful in giving direction to plans for
specific Friends group activities. "

OVERTONES u publUlw' by th.
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The top recommendation forwarded to the Board
of Directors suggests the development of a Friends
promotion section. The section would promote the
Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped and
the Friends group through speakers and writers bureaus
and an exhibit staff. The promotion section would
work to help achieve the Friends mission of providing
support for the Nebraska Library for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped by promoting services, recruiting new borrowers, supplementing resources, and
supporting library service for the print-handicapped.
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News of Nebraska Libraries and People
Waldenbooks in Grand Island is celebrating the Year of the Young Reader with a Team Read Challenge
of reading and writing events. Any child age 5 to 12 is eligible for the program. Participants read books to
raise money for Reading is Fundamental.
More than 120 people attended a tea honoring Margaret Parker who is retiring as Director of the Broken
Bow Public Library. Joan Birnie was promoted to Director, effective July 1.
Barb Yonkey is now the Record Reader Advisor at the North Platte Public Library Talking Book Department. This assignment follows the retirement of Isla Lookhart and a reassignment of duties within the
department. Cheryl Roblyer now serves as Cassette Reader Advisor. The Talking Book Department of the
North Platte Public Library serves the western forty-three counties of the state as a subregional library of the
Nebraska Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Georgia Robertson, Southeast Library System Administrator, has resigned effective September 15.
She will be moving to Eugene, Oregon.
The Southeast Library System's new toll-free number is 800-245-6063.
The David City Public Library Friends Organization sponsored a brunch honoring Marilyn McDowell,
retiring Director and welcoming Kay Schmidt, the new Director.
Myrtle Nygren has been hired as the new children's librarian at Keene Memorial Library in Fremont,
replacing Mary Scheele, who retired in May.
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The Panhandle Library System received $14,455 to
assist eleven school and public libraries, developing a
network of automated libraries. The Commission
received a number of applications requesting funds for
automation consulting assistance. A library automation planning seminar will be developed to meet this
need. It will focus on identifying automation needs,
developing specifications, and using consultants.

Center for the Book Arts
Reproduced by permission o/CBS and KIDSNET

Take a CBS Storybreak on Saturday mornings. CBS
Storybreak is a series of half-hour animated specials
based on popular books, produced as part of the "Read
More About It" project with the Library of Congress.
The poster/viewer's guide celebrating 1989 -- Year of
the Young Reader was created by Kellie Kramer,
age 11, a fifth grader from Gresham and sponsored
by KOLN-TV in Lincoln. The poster won top honors
in a 1988 art contest run by CBS affiliate stations. To
receive a copy of the poster/guide, contact Mary Geibel
at the Library Commission, 800-742-7691.

Automation Grants Awarded
The Library Commission awarded $26,455 in Library
Services and Construction Act (LSCA) funds for
library automation planning grants. The grants support
planning and preparation for automated systems, development of automation expertise beneficial to other
Nebraska libraries, and demonstration of appropriate
technology. Kearney State College received $12,000
on behalf of the state college libraries to inspect,
compare, and evaluate existing systems.

The College of Fine Arts at the University of NebraskaOmaha has established the Center for the Book Arts.
The Center encourages the study and exploration of all
aspects of the book arts. It brings together those who
have an interest in fine books, reading, illustration,
restoration and many other facets of the book as an
artistic expression. The Center provides educational
experiences for students at the University, as well as the
general public.
A conference to launch the Center for the Book Arts
is scheduled at the University of Nebraska-Omaha,
October 26, 27, and 28. The conference will also
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Cummington
Press and Emeritus Professor Harry Duncan's contributions to 20th Century letters. Duncan, the proprietor of
the prestigious Cummington Press, will be honored at
the conference. The conference will also include a keynote address by printer/papermaker Walter Hamady
and panel discussions from other prominent figures in
fine printing.
For more information or to register, please write
or phone Bonnie O'Connell, Center for Book Arts,
Annex 22, University of Nebraska-Omaha, Omaha,
NE 68182-0189,402-554-2787 .
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From the Director:
A couple of terms that I do not like very much are "feedback" and "input." For some reason, they
just don't have a pleasant sound and don't look good on paper. "I need some input on that" has a very
impersonal ring to it. Maybe it is because these terms have a technical or scientific origin that they do not
seem to satisfy in ordinary conversation. While I do not like these terms, I do like their meanings. They
convey a very important aspect of communication, a common link for sharing information and ideas.
All of us need to receive input and feedback on goals, policies, programs, and services. While we
try to communicate and inform, we also need to hear from the people we work with. We would like to
know their perceptions of what we are doing right and, more importantly, where we may be falling short.
It is always nice to receive a letter, phone call, or personal comment from someone expressing
appreciation for something that a staff member did that was especially helpful. Less pleasant, but more
important, are the concerns that people have about things we are doing that are not helpful, or are perceived
as outright wrong. We do not always recognize how our actions are received or perceived. It is very important that we do hear those responses. Of even greater concern is the perception that some may have that we
don't care and, therefore, why bother taking the time to make a phone call or write a letter?
While we can't pledge to alter a program or policy where there may be differences of opinion, the
Commission can pledge to fairly consider each idea, suggestion, or point of view concerning those programs
and policies. I guess I have to use those awful words: the Commission needs your "input" and "feedback" on
issues important to you. Thanks for not hesitating to let us know when you have a problem or concern.
Thanks, too, for offering suggestions and ideas on how we can better meet the library and information needs
of Nebraska.

Rod Wagner

Strategic Planning Project

After an update on System programs, small group
discussions were conducted.

The Strategic Plan Steering Committee met August 1
and 2 at the Scottsbluff Public Library. The Committee reviewed and clarified the goals, objectives, and
strategies outlined in the draft of the strategic planning
document. The draft document contained the compiled
input from each of the five task forces and from
Commission staff. The fmal meeting of the Strategic
Plan Steering Committee will be held September 7 at
the Library CommissIon to give final approval to the
document and discuss a monitoring process.

Presenters and discussion leaders included the Library
System Administrators; Rod Wagner, Director of the
Nebraska Library Commission; Sandra Riley,
Nebraska Library Commissioner; Jim Minges, Library
Development Director, Nebraska Library Commission; Patricia Hedrick, Director of the Port Public
Library in Beloit, Kansas; Sally Wise, Director of the
University of Nebraska Law Library; and Gwen Chase,
Registered Professional Parliamentarian.

System Board Training

Call now to order the twenty-fifth edition of
NEULIST (Nebraska Union List of Serial
Titles) on microfiche. It lists 17,769 periodical
titles available in larger Nebraska libraries of
all types. To receive a free copy, contact
Roberta Fagan or Gretchen Naugle at the
Library Commission.

More than twenty-five members of regional
library system boards attended the Second Annual
System Boards Training Workshop in Grand Island on
August 4. The training workshop was sponsored by the
Regional Library Systems in cooperation with the
Nebraska Library Commission.
The workshop
included presentations on the history and background
of Library System development, legal aspects of board
service, and parliamentary procedure.
2

News of Nebraska Libraries and People
Julia Waggoner has been appointed Reference/Access Services Coordinator at Creighton Alumni Library.
R.W. Brown, Sidney, has been appointed by Governor Orr to a serve a three-year tenn as Commissioner,
effective August 1989. "Brownie" was director of the Sidney Public Library for twenty-three years.
Columbus and Norfolk Hardee's restaurants are participating in the A+ (Achievement Plus) Reading Club.
Librarians can reward youngsters for reading achievement or effort. When they reach a reading goal or give
a good effort, as determined by the librarian, they are rewarded with certificates and coupons for a cheeseburger or hamburger, small order of fries, small soft drink, and an ice-cream cone.
Marlene Mullen of the Hastings Public Library was named the City of Hastings June Employee of the
Month. Marlene, a part-time cataloging assistant, was cited for her efforts to promote the library beyond her
regular duties. One example was Marlene's use of her musical talent to create original music to promote the
summer reading programs.
Pat Pfaff has joined the Meridian Library System as part-time Staff Assistant.
Josh Jorgensen, 12 year old grandson of Kearney children's librarian Carol Reed, gave a program to
celebrate the 1989 Summer Reading Program, "Space and Beyond. " He told children at Kearney Public
Library about his visit to the United States Space Camp in Huntsville, Alabama.
Ruth Boettcher has resigned from the Veteran's Administration Medical Center Library to attend
Lutheran Northwestern Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota.
Hebron Public Library trained young adults, fifth grade and older, to serve as junior librarians. They help
with summer reading activities, read to younger children, help younger children select materials, and assist in
shelving books, creating displays, and preparing new books.
Library supporters walked eighty-six miles, raising $400 for the Elven A. Butterfield Memorial Library in
Neligh. Twenty-four people participated in the walk, organized by the Friends of the Library and funded
by the First United Bank and the Peter Kiewitt Foundation.
Norfolk Iron & Metal Company and the Westside Elementary School are involved in a Business/
Education Partnership. For each book read by fifth grade students, the company contributed $1 to the school
for more library books. Richard Robinson of Norfolk Iron & Metal was surprised and delighted to report that
300 books were read during a six week period.
The new librarian at Clearwater Public Library is Nellie Knapp.
Nellie replaces Cindy Wolfe who resigned May 1.
Sherry Stuhr resigned as head librarian of the La Vista Library in
May.
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Martha Crow, Director of Libraries at Nebraska Indian
Community College in Winnebago received a grant for a
National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar. The
award of $3,500 funded research on "Understanding Culture through
Visual Media" at the University of California at Berkley.
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POSITIONS OPEN:
Lincoln City Libraries is accepting applications for Reference Supervisor to supervise a referencelinformation
service at the headquarters library. Responsibilities include selection and maintenance of reference collection for
main library and of large periodicals collection for Lincoln City library system; supervision of staff of fourteen,
including four professionals; supervision of on-line reference service; and provision of direct public service using
Dynix system with public access catalog. Qualifications: M.L.S. degree, with reference and supervisory
experience. Salary range: $23,582 - $32,426. Apply: County-City Employment Office, 555 South 10th Street,
Lincoln, NE 68508 by October 20, 1989. Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer.
Lincoln City Libraries is accepting applications for a Librarian I, Cataloger to classify and catalog library
materials in various formats for the headquarters library and six branches. Responsibilities include original and
copy cataloging on OCLC; using LCSH to establish subject headings; maintaining online authority files on Dynix
automated system; using Dewey 20 for classification; and assisting in related operations of cataloging section.
Qualifications: M.L.S. degree with working knowledge of AACR2, MARC formats, and standard cataloging
practices.
Salary range: $19,907 - $27,372. Apply: County-City Employment Office, 555 So. 10th Street,
Lincoln, NE 68508 by October 6, 1989. Affirmative Action/Equal Oppportunity Employer.
The University of Nebraska at Omaha is accepting applications for a Government Documentsffechnical
Services Librarian. Responsibilities include developing, promoting, and maintaining a collection of federal , state,
and local government documents; technical and public services; library instruction; faculty liaison; general
reference desk work; and cataloging. Qualifications: ALA-accredited M.L.S. degree, with good interpersonal
and communication skills. Salary: $20,000 minimum. Apply: Ella Jane Bailey, Technical Services Chairperson,
Library, University of Nebraska at Omaha, Omaha, NE 68182-0237. Include names, addresses, and telephone
numbers of three references with resume and writing sample. Consideration of applications will begin September 15, 1989 and will continue until a suitable candidate is identified. Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity
Employer.
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"Discover Lost Continents"
Seventy-two librarians and media specialists attended
the nineth annual Nebraska Library Commission
Children's Services Conference on September 23 in
Grand Island. Participants were encouraged to safari
through the lost continents of childhood. Presenters
shared insights about childhood social, intellectual and
emotional development. Darrel Hildebrant, fonner
children's librarian in Bismark, North Dakota,
discussed how stories and puppets can help children
build social skills. Judy Vole, Boulder, Colorado
Public Library Children's Librarian, talked about how
books help children to stretch intellectually. Sally
Snyder, Library Commission Administrative Assistant
and fonner Children'S Librarian, stressed the
importance of reading in emotional development. The
conference also included discussion groups, a book
sale, and book talks.

Darrell HildebraN shares the power of stories.

Planning Committee Appointed
The Nebraska Library Commission has appointed an
eleven member committee to plan state activities and
events preceding the 1991 White House Conference
on Library and Infonnation Services, to be held in
Washington D.C. on July 9-13,1991. The committee
will be responsible for detennining the structure, program, and agenda for Nebraska's Pre-White House
Conference activities.
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Members of the committee are: Pat Peterson, Lincoln
City Libraries; Gara Rottmann, Lincoln Public
Schools; Kathy Small, Nebraska Futures, Inc.; Rod
Annstrong, New Horizons Project; Tom Gensichen,
Eastern Library System; Ann Sedlacek, Blair Public
Library Board; Jean Ahrens, Western Nebraska
Community College; Burney Bouslough, Nebraska
Department of Education; Sandra Riley, Columbus
City Council and Nebraska Library Commission;
Joan Giesecke, University of Nebraska. Library Commission staff liaison is Nancy Busch, Deputy Director.
Governor's Office liaison is Andy Cunningham,
Assistant Director, Policy Research Office.

Nebraska Library Association Awards
The Nebraska Library Association will make awards
for outstanding contributions to Nebraska libraries.
Awards will be presented in Lincoln on October 26 and
27, 1989, during the joint conference of the Nebraska
Library Association and the Nebraska Educational
Media Association. Fern Heim and the Friends of
Kearney Public Library will receive Meritorious
Service awards. Aileen Gombert of Fairbury will be
awarded the Trustee Citation. Dr. Robert Knoll,
Professor of English at the University of NebraskaLincoln, will be presented the Marl Sandoz award.
The Golden Sower Award is presented annually to
authors of outstanding children's books by the School,
Children and Young People's Section. The winner is
selected by Nebraska school children who are encouraged to read new children'S books and vote for their
favorite. Over 41 ,000 Nebraska students in kindergarten through sixth grade participated in the selection of
this year's winners. In the kindergarten through third
grade category, students selected Piggins by Jane
Yolen with illustrations by Jane Dyer. The choice of
fourth through sixth grade students was Ferret in the
Bedroom, Lizards in the Fridge by Bill Wallace.

From the Director:
In Memoriam -- Louise Aldrich Nixon

All of us can hope to make some contribution that has a positive effect on the lives of others. A
precious few will make contributions that endure far beyond their lifetime. Louise Aldrich Nixon was one
of those few. Miss Nixon died on September 9, at the age of 92. She had long ago retired, in 1969, following
a twenty-year career as Executive Secretary of the Nebraska Public Library Commission. Louise and her
colleagues laid the foundation for much of the best of library services in Nebraska.
It was during Louise's era that federal support for libraries was initiated. For Nebraska this meant
new opportunities for developing library services in Nebraska -- bookmobiles, consulting assistance, library
buildings, and more. During Louise's tenure at the Commission, interlibrary cooperation took on a new
dimension. An interlibrary communications network was established to link the libraries of the state.
Regional libraries and the Nebraska Union Catalog were the principal resources and service delivery components of this network.
Those who worked with Louise, and there were many, recall her dedication, spirit, and tireless efforts
on behalf of Nebraska libraries. She mentored, encouraged, and supported many people who went on to pursue
library science careers.
Miss Nixon's legacy to Nebraska libraries is a strong foundation of community libraries and interlibrary cooperation. We are all indebted to her for it
Rod Wagner

Call now to order the Rural Peer Support Group
Study. The Study, developed by the Interchurch
Ministries of Nebraska Fann Hotline, chronicles the
work of rural support groups that sprang up in response
to the rural community crisis in Nebraska. To receive
a free copy, contact Mary Geibel, Library Commission, 800-742-7691 or 402-471-2045.

Accreditation Assistance Available

The Nebraska Library Commission is offering assistance to local public libraries to facilitate understanding
and participation in the Public Library Accreditation
program. Meetings have been held throughout the state
to clarify the guidelines and the library statistical report.
The Library Commission staff and the Library System
Administrators will provide assistance and clarification by telephone, on-site consultation, or advance
review of accreditation applications. A sample of
Nebraska Library Commission members approved the libraries applying for accreditation will be selected for
Commission's Strategic Plan at their September 8 review and requested to provide documentation of
meeting in Lincoln. The Strategic Planning Steering guidelines met (plans, policies, etc.) The accreditation
Committee unanimously recommended approval.
application form will be revised to include the full text
Ray Means, Steering Committee Chairman, presented
of each guideline from the Guidelines for Excellence
the plan on behalf of the Committee and expressed
manual. Draft application forms are available from
appreciation to the many people involved in the yearBarbara Johnson at the Commission.
long planning project.

Strategic Plan Approved

Commission Director Rod Wagner reported that staff
will develop implementation actions for the strategic
plan. This will include a process for communicating
and evaluating results, as well as a means for updating
the strategic plan. A public forum on the plan is
scheduled for the NLA/NEMA Annual Conference in
October. The Commission was assisted in the planning
project by Hanna:Keelan and Associates, project consultants.

If a library's tax or population base does not allow it
to be accredited at this time, the library is urged
to consider alternatives for development of adequately
supported library service.
Contact the Library
Commission Library Development staff, 800-7427691, or your System Administrator for assistance in
exploring those options.
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News of Nebraska Libraries and People
The Nebraska Library for the Blind
and Physically Handicapped at the
Library Commission announces two
new staff appointments. Bill Ainsley
manages the audio production studio
and Marie Johnson is the new Readers' Advisor and trouble shooter for
the automation system.

Boys Town High School Media Center has two new staff people. Linda Bramer replaces Jean Roehrs as
Media Specialist and Jeanne Hansen, formerly of the Omaha Correctional Center Library, is the Media Aide.
Tonya Hodges is the new Interlibrary Loan Librarian for Belleveue College, replacing Cheryl Langford.
Kate Marek has been named Southeast Library System Administrator, effective November 1. She was
fonnerly in charge of Reference and Bibliographic Instruction at the Wayne State College Library.
Doris T. Nelson is the new librarian at the Norfolk Vetrans Home Annex, replacing Brian Raad, currently
heading Volunteer Services.
A tea was held on September 28 honoring Alma Melson, who retired after more than ten years at the
Library Commision. Alma served as a Librarian in Technical Services, working with the Nebraska Union
Catalog.
Friends of the Hebron Public Library delivered "First Books for Babies" book bags to babies born at the
Thayer County Memorial Hospital. Each bag contains a board book for the newborn, a pamphlet about the
importance of reading aloud to children and a card identifying the donor of the bag.
Mary Louise Tomes has joined the staff of the Crete Public Library as Children'S Librarian. She has been
a teacher and media specialist for a number of years in Australia and York, as well as a substitute in the
Lincoln school system.
Joan Childress, Director, Kimball Public Library, was elected president of the Kimball-Banner County
Chamber of Commerce.
Jim Shull has been named Interlibrary Loan Librarian at the Beatrice
Public Library. Jim is a recent graduate from Emporia State College
with a Master's Degree in Library Science.
Lincoln City Libraries reports an increase in library use of 17.23%.
This overall circulation increase marks the end of the first full year of
automated circulation and eclipses the average annual increase of .8%.
Friends of the Nebraska Library for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped will host an Open House at the Library Commission.
The public is invited to join us from 10 a.m. to noon on November 4.
A guest speaker from the League of Human Dignity, raffles, and tours
will be featured.
3
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PLUS Mentoring Program

Council Plans for the Future
The State Advisory Council on Libraries held its fall
meeting at the Library Commission on September 15.
The Council received reports from Commission staff
conc~ming re-authorization and funding of the Library
ServIces and Construction Act, planning for the White
House Conference on Library and Infonnation Services, and the Commission's strategic planning project.
The Council also received a report from Georgia
Robertson on her survey of school and public library
cooperation. The main agenda item was a planning
exercise to consider trends, needs, and strategies for
updating the state's long range plan and annual program
for library services. The discussion also addressed
priority needs for use of federal funds in the future.

A PBS documentary hosted by Pat Morita of the Karate
Kid films will air Wednesday, October 18, at 7 p.m. CT
on the Nebraska ETV Network. One PLUS One tells
the inspiring story of mentoring relationships in
Denver, Cleveland and Indiana. This one-on-one
tutoring and role modeling for youth is described by
four people whose lives have been positively affected
by th~ir ~entorlstudent relationships. A directory of
orgarnzattons sponsoring mentoring is available from
Mary Geibel, Library Commission, 800-742-7691.

A Louise A. Nixon Memorial Scholarship
fund is being established as an endowment
through the Nebraska Library Association. The
scholarship honors Louise Nixon and her
accomplishments during her tenure as Executive Secretary of the Library Commission.
Friends and colleagues of Louise Nixon are
invited to attend a program in her memory at the
Nebraska Library Commission offices on
October 19, at 3:30 p.m. To send contributions
or for more infonnation, contact Rod Wagner,
Library Commission, 800-742-7691.
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Friends Holds Open House
The 1989 Friends of Print-Handicapped Nebraskans
Open House was held Saturday morning, November 4,
at the Nebraska Library Commission. More than
seventy people visited the newly remodelled Library
for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
Guest speaker, Mike Schafer, Executive Director of the
League of Hum an Dignity, spoke of his organization's
efforts to enhance the independence of handicapped
Nebraskans in twenty-six counties. Schafer recalled,
"The League of Human Dignity began back in 1971
when a small group of people with disabilities banded
together to help themselves and their peers. "
Following Schafer's remarks, Friends of PrintHandicapped Nebraskans held a brief business
meeting, the Library honored its volunteers, and
participants toured the new Library areas and viewed
demonstrations of the new computer system.

Miriam Miller conducts a tour of the NebraskLl Library for the
Blind and Physically Handicapped.

Our Books, Our Wings is a collection of memories of
books and stories that were meaningful from childhood
through adulthood for 318 Nebraskans. Contributors
range in age and include former U.S. President Gerald
R. Ford, Governor Kay Orr and UN-L football coach
Tom Osborne, as well as other Nebraskans from a wide
range of occupations. Our Books, Our Wings is a
record of lifelong learning dedicated to Nebraska's
youngest readers in the Year of the Young Reader,
1989. To order a copy of Our Books, Our Wings send
a check or money order for $10.44 ($8.95 + $.49 tax +
$1 .00 shipping) to the Nebraska Library Commission.
Orders of five copies or more qualify for a discount.
Contact Doreen Kuhlmann for more information, 402471-2045 or 800-742-7691.

From the Director:
Does anyone know how many newsletters are now being published? How many are born and how
many die every day? Whatever the number, a good guess would be that the trend is significantly upward.
Newsletters seem to be a prerequisite of any organization, a certification of the organization's existence.
Libraries receive a flood of newsletters, both solicited and unsolicited. Some are quickly tossed aside. Others
are saved for close reading and future reference.
My favorite newsletter is one that is issued weekly and delivered on the exact same day every week
of the year. It isn't fancy and has used the same format for years. Tight editing and exacting requirements
keep it at precisely the same length each and every issue. No charts and graphs, only text with helpful
headings is included. No words are wasted. It is loaded with good information. The publishers of this
newsletter interject their own opinions, but they have cultivated people in the know and other experts who
give them an edge in providing just the right information. This newsletter is not inexpensive, but few who
subscribe allow their subscription to lapse. Not many newsletters match the standard set by this one. But
there are many that come close. I won't use this space to advertise, but please ask me for the title if you wish.
As the quantity and quality of information grows, newsletters are a convenient way to communicate
appropriate and timely information. Librarians can serve themselves and their customers well by carefully
selecting newsletters and similar specialty publications that offer a good package of useful information. Do
you have a favorite newsletter? I would be interested in hearing your choice.
Rod Wagner

Committee to Review Code

The FY 1990 state aid to public libraries program
recommendations were presented and approved. The
program will provide base grants to qualifying libraries
of $600 or 12 cents per capita, whichever is greater. A
library materials grant equal to 11 .5 cents per capita for
the "new" state aid funds will also be provided to
qualifying libraries.

The Interlibrary Loan Code for Nebraska will be
reviewed by an ad hoc committee of public, academic,
school, and special librarians that was appointed by
the Nebraska Library Association. The code, adopted
eight years ago in 1981, remains a solid, working
document governing statewide resource sharing. It will
now be updated to respond to issues such as reciprocity,
telefacsimile transmission, copyright, lending fees and
the "good faith" responsibilities of both borrowing and
lending institutions.

In other business, Commissioners approved a budget

request for state funds to help support pre-White House
Conference activities, and cash funds for publication
of Our Books, Our Wings. Commissioners also
To guide their deliberations, the Committee would approved the Library Services and Construction Act
like to hear from any and all Interlibrary Loan partici- 1990 Annual Program, and criteria for administration
pants -- both practitioners and policy makers -- by of the LSCA Title II Public Library Construction
December 15, 1989. Please contact: Mary Nash, program.
~==============~
Interlibrary Loan Code Revision Committee Chair,
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California at 24th Street, Omaha, NE, 68178-0300; or
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Rod Wagller, Director
Mar, Jo Ryall, Editor

Commission Meeting Highlights
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At their October 6 meeting, members of the Nebraska
Library Commission received a report from Mary Jo
Ryan, Education Information Center Director,
concerning the status of the Nebraska Education Information Center Network. Commissioners reviewed and
discussed the evaluation reports of the program submitted by Formative Evaluation Research Associates.
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Nebraska Library Association/Nebraska Educational Media Association
Annual Convention October 25-27, 1989

Congratulations to the winners of the
Nebraska Library Commission raffle.
You illustrated once more that it always
pays to stop by the Nebraska Library
Commission booth at NLNNEMA
Conventions. And the winners are ....
Donna Lundberg, Lincoln, a copy of
Our Books, Our Wings, a collection of
Nebraskans' memories of books and
stories that touched their lives.
Mary Ellis, North Platte, a children's
services kit, including a Year of the
Young Reader activity calendar, parent
packet, and posters.
Norma Minnick, Indianola, the videotape Preparing for a Job Interview
which takes the job hunter through a
simple step-by-step job search process.
Mary Ann Satterfield, Lincoln, a copy
of the Golden Sower Award Winner
Ferret in the BEDROOM,Lizard in the
FRIDGE.
Marilyn Hautala, Omaha, a copy of the
Golden Sower Award winner Piggins.
Marcia Miller, Sidney, a set ofpamphlets to help job hunters build the skills
they need to succeed.
The School Children's and Young
People's Section of the Nebraska
Library Association awarded the 1989
Mad Hatter Youth Service A ward to
Ardys Hansum. She serves as media
specialist at Hartman Elementary
School, Omaha Public Schools. The
award presented at the joint NLN
NEMA Conference held in Lincoln,
recognizes a librarian who has demonstrated outstanding service to children
and represents the
many
roles
that librarians play. In addition to
receiving a plaque and top hat, Ardys
accepted a donation of books for the
Hartman Elementary School from
Duane Munson, representative for
Childrens Press.

Carmen Van Pelt, Central City, a set
of guides to financial aid for students.
Thanks for your support and see you
next year!

3

News of Nebraska Libraries and People
Bryan Stack, formerly of the Natrona County Public Library in Casper, Wyoming, was appointed Government Documents(fechnical Services Librarian at the University of Nebraska at Omaha Library, effective
December, 1989. Bryan received his M.L.S. from the University of Missouri-Columbia in December, 1988.
Delores Feeken is the new Children's Librarian at the Crete Public Library, promoted from half-time
assistant. Delores had responsibility for children's programming last year while the Children's Librarian was
on leave.
Mountain Plains Library Association has a toll-free Jobline. Call 800-356-7820 for a list of positions open
in the ten-state region. For positions open in Nebraska, call the Commission Jobline, 800-742-7691.
Effective September 18, Don Robertson has been appointed librarian at the Beatrice State Developmental
Center replacing Jack McCarthy who died this summer. Don received his MLS from the University of
Wisconsin.
Members of the Arlington Public Library Board hosted an appreciation dinner in honor of Dorothy
Dunklau's twelve years of service as the Arlington librarian.
An open house was held on September 13 to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the O'Neill Gratton Township
Library.

The U.S. Conn Library at Wayne State College has two new staff members. Sue Buryanek will work
with school information needs and Kathy Tooker will supervise Interlibrary Loan and Periodical Access.
Dana Boden has been appointed to the Branch Services department of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Libraries.
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From the Director:
This is being written immediately following a State Advisory Council on Libraries discussion of' 'Federal Roles in Support of Public
Library Services." The centerpiece for this discussion was a document created by twenty-four library leaders who came together in Chicago,
in September 1989, to discuss this topic. This group explored federal roles in relationship to the 1991 White House Conference on Library and
Information Services. State Advisory Council response to this document was requested to help further refine the agenda and set of issues to be
addressed as part of Nebraska's Pre-White House Conference on Library and Information Services activities.
Council responses to federal roles were interesting, and not entirely predictable. There was support for continued federal funding
support, but without strings attached. Technology was mentioned as a growing need, along with support and favorable policies for telecommunications. Growth in the supply of information and in the variety of formats in which information is packaged were recognized as special
challenges. This led to a statement that the term "infrastructure" needs to be re-defmed to include the library. This recognizes that in addition
to roads and bridges, libraries are a fundamental part of the basic foundation of our communities, state, and nation. The extension of this idea
is that information is a valued resource, necessary for individual and common survival.
Aside from funding and technology issues, the Council generated considerable discussion on access to information. Part of this
stemmed from the American Library Association's Less Access to Less Information document. ALA's document draws attention to policies
and actions of the federal government which reduce and restrict information produced by and about the federal government. At its most basic
level, access issues address what information people need, what information is available, how information can be obtained, and what information
people actually use. A common concern was noted that people must be motivated to be effective information consumers, they must have the
necessary knowledge to use the information services available to them.
Among other concerns expressed by Council members were the need for coalition-building among individuals and organizations with
common interests; the need to address policy issues that cross political boundaries; and the need to recognize that library and information-related
issues are often not divided by type of library or agency.
The Council's discussion underscores that the White House Conference on Library and Information Services themes provide a broad,
yet appropriate, focus for considering the policies and actions required to achieve a higher level of personal and community effectiveness. The
Council's consideration of these matters provides a starting point for further forums with other groups and individuals. Those forums will take
place in 1990 as Nebraska develops responses to the White HOllse Conference themes.

Rod Wagner

Advisory Council Appointed

Committee members selected Kathy Small, Executive
Director of Nebraska Futures, as Planning Committee
Chair. Rod Armstrong, Director of the New Horizons
Project, was selected to serve as the Vice-Chair.

Carol Speicher and Jim Harvey have been appointed
to the State Advisory Council on Libraries. Carol
Speicher, Northeast Library System Administrator,
was appointed following Georgia Robertson's resignation from the Council. Jim Harvey, Assistant Director
of the Department of Public Institution's Office of
Community Health, recently served a full term on the
Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped's
Advisory Committee. The twenty-member Council
provides advice to the Library Commission on federal
and state library programs.

The White House Conference on Library and Inform ation Services will be held July 1991. State activities
designed to develop recommendations for the Conference will precede the White House Conference. State
delegates will be elected or appointed to attend the
White House Conference. The principle themes
selected for the White House Conference include
information for literacy, information for democracy,
and information for productivity.

Planning Committee Meets
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The Pre-White House Conference Planning Committee held its second meeting at the Library Commission
on Novem ber 17. The committee received background
reports on Information Power, the New Horizons
strategic planning process, Nebraska Futures, and
literacy. Committee members and Commission staff
discussed alternatives for gathering input on the White
House Conference issues and formation of subcommittees to address specific planning and program
needs.
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News of Nebraska Libraries and People
The Crete Public Library Annual Report is "on" the bag -- the grocery bag. Grand Central Super Valu food
store in Crete printed 27,000 grocery sacks with a summary of the Library Annual Report.

Tim Lynch, Continuing Education Coordinator for the Library Commission, has been named one of the
Outstanding Graduates of Clarion University ofPennsylvania. Tim received his Master ofLibrary Science degree
there in 1985.
Guadalupe Mier was appointed Director of the Bellevue Public Library. He received his Master's degree
from the Louisiana State University of Library Science.
The Keene Memorial Library in Fremont now has a toll-free number, 800-245-6053.
The Gothenburg Public Library served as a demonstration site mini-center for the Education Information
Center Network in November. Staff received special training and promotion assistance, as well as an extensive collection of print and non-print resources for adults changing jobs or starting a business, including the
portable public access computer and software.
An anonymous donor pledged $150,000 to the Hards Memorial Library building project in Central City, to
be matched by $100,000 from the Merrick Foundation.

A storefront library operates at the State Bank of Odell during bank business hours. The Beatrice Public
Library supplies books for all ages and rotates the books every couple of months.

Sharon McPherson is the new director of the LaVista Public Library. She will continue to serve as
children's librarian until an assistant is appointed.
Rachel Phillips is the new director of the Axtell Public Library. She replaces Miriam Lindgren who retired.
A survey taken by the Imperial Public Library this past summer resulted in extended hours. Responding to
the suggestion that the library be open over the noon hour, the library hours were changed.

Comstock Township Library has reopened following a long period of inactivity. The Township Board has
appointed janet Gibbons to serve as librarian.
Florence Preston, Director of the Lyons Public Library was featured as "Woman of the Week" on KCAUTV, Sioux City, Iowa.
Vicki Adams has been appointed assistant librarian at Webermeier Public Library in Milford.
Donna Shearer was appointed head librarian at the Geneva Public Library on August 28. Donna replaces
Vicki Hesson, who moved to York.
Kay Kile is a new library assistant at the john A. Stahl Library in
West Point.
Maria johnson is the new librarian at the newly expanded Nebraska
Christian College Library in Norfolk.
Bflrbara Chandler has been selected 1989 Employee of the Year for the
Nebraska Library Commission. Barbara was selected by Commission
supervisors from nominations submitted by staff. Barbara has been
on the Commission staff since 1980 and serves as the Commission's
Interlibrary Loan Librarian.
3

Library Automation Update
Nearly 80 people participated in a library automation
forum convened by the Library Commission on
November 16. The forum was held at the Northeast
Holiday Inn, Lincoln, following the Fall NEBASE
Update session. The forum was held to share information on library automation projects in progress and
planned for the future, as well as to consider automation
needs that can be met through cooperative efforts.
Among those reporting on library automation projects
were Anita Cook, University of Nebraska - Lincoln;
Sharon Mason, Nebraska State Colleges; Jack Robson,
Private Independent Colleges; Jeanne Leader,
Nebraska Western Community College, Scottsbluff;
Paul Marsh, Metropolitan Community College;
Godfrey Belleh, University of Nebraska-Omaha
Medical Center; and Cindy Cochran and John Felton,
Lincoln City Libraries.
The NEBASE Fall Update meeting featured Susan
Olson, Online Computer Library Center (OCLC)
Director of Field Marketing Services. She spoke on
, 'Contribution Pricing," a proposed new pricing
structure for OCLC--not expected to go into effect for

several years. Updates were given on Library Commission resource sharing review by Nancy Busch; OCLC
EPIC Reference Service by Paul Hoffman; and the
Library of Congress MARC record licensing issue
by Jacqueline Mundell. Participants met and heard
from NEBASE representatives to the OCLC Users
Council, as well as the OCLC Reference and Resource
Sharing Advisory Committees.

Commissioners Meet
At their November 9 meeting, Nebraska Library
Commissioners approved the Library Commission's
role in a proposed statewide preservation program. A
preservation program proposal will be presented to the
National Endowment for the Humanities for funding
consideration. The grant request will be submitted by
the Nebraska Documents Advisory Council.
In other business, Commissioners approved amendments to the Library Services and Construction Act
Long Range Plan and appointments to the State
Advisory Council on Libraries. They also received
reports on Pre-White House Conference Planning and
graduate library and information science education
opportunities for Nebraska librarians.
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