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From the Director ... 

The year 1989 is now history and a new decade has begun. The transition from one year 
and one decade to the next is mostly artificial. However, the change provides a block of 
time useful for reflecting upon some of the more notable events that have occurred. This 
special annual report issue of Overtones highlights the events and activities of 1989. 

New partnerships were formed this past year, and some old ones were reaffirmed. 
Some of these partnerships were formed through the Library Commission's strategic plan
ning project. The project completed a review of selected issues and the formulation of new 
goals, objectives, and strategies. The project yielded a set of priority activities which have 
now been incorporated into Library Commission programs. Additional partnerships 
resulted from participation in the Educational Technology Consortium, New Seeds for 
Nebraska venture, and the Nebraska Documents Preservation Advisory Council. These 
projects and others underscore the growing importance of cooperative ventures among the 
public and private sectors. 

Additional partnerships are expected from development efforts started in 1989 to plan 
Nebraska's participation in the second White House Conference on Library and Informa
tion Services to be held in 1991. The State Advisory Council on Libraries helped the 
Library Commission identify a charge and representation for a state pre-White House 
Conference Planning Committee. That committee was formed and began work preparing 
for state-level activities to bring together the variety of interests centered on library and 
information services. 

This report draws attention to a variety of Library Commission services. We invite 
your review of the following pages and welcome your comments and questions concerning 
programs and activities. 

Rod Wagner 
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I 

I Commissioners/Staff 

Commissioners 

Gov. Kay Orr made one appointment and one reappointment 
to the Nebraska Library Commission in 1989. 

R. W. Brown, Sidney, was appointed to a three-year term. 

Donna Trueblood, Lexington, was reappointed to a three
year term ending in 1992. S he had served a partial term since 
1988. 

Norma Young, Lincoln, was elected chair of the Nebraska 
Library Commission. She is in the second year of a three
year term. 

Gayle Stock, Omaha, was re-elected vice-chair of the 
Commission. Her term expires in 1990. 

Sandra Riley, Columbus, and Lucille Vannoy, North Platte, 
continue to serve terms expiring in 1991. 

Karon Harvey, Scottsbluff, concluded three years on the 
Library Commission in June. 

• 
State Advisory Council Considers 

Federal Library Programs 

The State Advisory Council on Libraries held four quar
terly meetings in 1989, including a joint meeting with the 
Library Commission in March. Dean Waddel served as 
Council Chair and Sylvia Sample served as Vice-Chair. Jon 
Wibbels will chair the 1990 Council. 

The Council addressed a number of issues in 1989, 
among them: 

Federal Library Programs. Federal library policies 
and programs were discussed, including the proposed fed
eral Library Improvement Act. The Council adopted a 
motion supporting continuation of the Library Services and 
Construction Act (LSCA). 

White House Conference on Library and Informa
tion Services. The Council approved the Program Develop
ment and Review Committee's recommendation that Nebraska 
hold a state conference preceding the White House Confer
ence. They also recommended various groups to be 
represented on the state conference planning committee 
and issues for that committee to consider. 

• 

Censorship. Council members opposed Nebraska 
legislative bills 102 and 674 because of concern that the bills 
involved constitutionally protected freedom of speech, and 
because they made librarians vulnerable to criminal prose
cution and penalty. 

Library System Plan Review. A new procedure for 
reviewing library system plans was implemented by the 
Cooperative Programs Committee to allow more complete 
review and discussion with system representatives. 

Among other issues considered by the Council were 
Library Commission strategic planning, public library 
accreditation and public librarian certification, the Nebraska 
Education Information Center Network, school and public 
library resource sharing, collection development and coop
erative collection development, and the Role of Information 
in the Economy of the West Conference. 

• 
Staff Changes 

Arrivals 
Bill Ainsley, Audio Production Center Manager for the 

Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. 
• Nancy Busch, Deputy Director . 
• Alice Gudath and Don Severyn, NLBPH, AARP Senior 
Community Service Employment Program. 
• Paul Hoffman, NEBASE-OCLC Coordinator. 
• Marie Johnson, Reader's Advisor and Automation System 
Technician for NLBPH. 
• Sara Martin, Clerical Assistant in Administration and 
Library Clerk in Technical Services. 
• Jason Welter, Support Services Clerk. 

Departures _____________ ---=-_~ 

• Lauri Johnson, Library Assistant for NLBPH. She had 
worked at the Library Commission for 10 years. 
• Mike Krysl, Audio Production Center Supervisor for 
NLBPH. 
• Alma Melson, Librarian in Technical Services. Alma 
retired after more than 10 years at the Library Commission. 
• Joann Rosenthal, Book Circulation Clerk for NLBPH. 
• Don Severyn, NLBPH, AARP Senior Community Service 
Employment Program. 

New Appointments _ ____________ _ 

• Jan Anderson, Library Assistant for NLBPH, formerly 
Library Clerk in Technical Services. 
• Kevin Hanken, Booking Assistant for Nebraska Film 
Service, formerly Support Services Clerk. 
• Tim Lynch, Continuing Education Coordinator, formerly 
Library Systems Coordinator . 
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• Jim Minges, Library Systems Coordinator. He remains 
Director of Library Development. 

• Janet Doulas was employed temporarily in NLBPH as a 
participant of the Job Training Partnership Act. 

• Student Interns and Work Study Students in 1989 were: 
Todd Gumm, Doug Shald, Michael Hrupek, Beth Alspaugh, 
Lexi Aden, and Camille Brown. 

• Nancy Evans, formerly Library Commission Public 
Information Officer, coordinated production of several pub
lications. 

• 

Funding/Grants 
Total Budget: $3,550,262.14 

Where the Money Came From 

State 
62% 

Federal 
Kellogg 30.1 % 

Cash(frust 3.5% 
4.4% 

Where the Money Went 

Administration 
Reference/ 4 2~ 
NELCMS . 0 

18.1 % __ -----, 

NEON 
NEULIST 

LBPH/Media 
11.8% 

Kellogg 
3.5% Financial Aids 

7% 

Budget Increased for State Aid 

The Nebraska Legislature and Governor approved a 
biennium budget for the Library Commission of $3,597,678, 
an increase of $560,625 over previous funding ($261,625 in 
1990 and $299,000 in 1991). The additional funds were 
allocated for library systems, public libraries, and state 
resource libraries. 

• 
Library Commission Awards 

$1,319,798 in Grants and Contracts 

The Nebraska Library Commission awarded these 
grants in 1989: 
Group Access ______________ _ 

Grants totalling $2,500 were awarded to five libraries to 
extend direct access to NEON, the state database, for 
identifying Nebraska holdings in the OCLC Online Union 
Catalog. 

Institutional Libraries ------ ----- -
Twenty-one state-funded institutions received $21,720 

in grants to purchase library materials and equipment. These 
institutions serve individuals who cannot use conventional 
library services due to mental, physical, or legal restriction 
or confinement. 

Automation Planning------------
The Library Commission allocated $47,552.54 to assist 

planning and preparing for automated systems, to develop 
automation expertise beneficial to other Nebraska libraries, 
and to demonstrate appropriate technology. 

Major Urban Resource Library Services (MURLS) __ 
Omaha Public Library and Lincoln City Libraries re

ceived a combined total of $80,791 (grants for two fiscal 
years were made in calendar year 1989). 

Other grants and contracts awarded ______ _ 
Library Systems ... ....... .. .. ...... ...... .. ...... ... .. .. . $544,076.00 
State Aid to Public Libraries ..... , .... .... ... .. ... .. .. 194,852.00 
Public Library Construction .. ... ... .. ........ .... .... 192,447.25 
Net Lenders (Interlibrary Loan) ... ..... ... ... .. .... 141,069.00 
Subregional Library for the Blind 

and Physically Handicapped 
(North Platte) ..... ...... ... ...... .... ..... ..... ....... ... 44,960.00 

Education Information Centers .. ........... .. ..... .. .. 44,230.14 
Juvenile Resource Centers .... .. ..... ... .. .. ....... .... ... 5,000.00 
Year of the Young Reader ......... .. .. ...... .. .. .... .. ... .... 600.00 
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New in 1989 

Commissioners Approve Strategic Plan 

The planning phase of the strategic planning process for 
the Library Commission was completed in 1989 and the 
strategic plan was presented to members of the Nebraska 
Library Commission with recommendation for approval. 
The Commissioners approved the plan at their September 
1989 meeting. A published version of the plan was widely 
distributed in early January 1990. Objectives and strategies 
were incorporated into Library Commission operating plans. 

The strategic planning process grew out of a desire to 
examine the needs, issues, opportunities, and challenges 
ahead for Nebraska library service, and to define a long-term 
set of goals to guide the Library Commission's work in the 
1990s. 

The process began in 1988 with selection of Hanna:Keelan 
consulting firm and a Strategic Planning Steering Commit
tee. A series of committee meetings, task force meetings, 
and public "town hall" meetings followed, out of which 
emerged five areas for which goals, objectives, and strate
gies were developed. The areas are: communication, 
continuing education, funding, collection development, and 
resource sharing. The steering committee added Library 
Commission roles and responsibilities to this list 

• 
Library Commission Holds 

Annual Colloquium 

The first annual Nebraska Library Commission 
Colloquium featured nationally known keynote speakers 
exploring librarians' roles in the information chain, in 
organizations in transition, and as leaders developing visions 
for the future. More than 50 people participated in the three
part Colloquium series, representing public, academic, school, 
and special libraries. 

Dr. Joan Durrance of the University of Michigan 
discussed the changing roles librarians are developing to 
deliver client-centered, need-based library and information 
services. She also addresssed trends in economic develop
ment and public policy, and their impact on librarianship. 

• 

Organizational theories in the context of libraries, planned 
and unplanned change, and strategies for dealing with organ
izational transition were topics for the second session led by 
Dr. Joan Giesecke of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 

At the final session, Dr. Martha Hale of Emporia State 
University discussed visions for the future and challenged 
participants to consider their assumptions about organiza
tions and individuals, and how those assumptions affect the 
ability to envision new roles and leadership . 

• 

Jean Durgin-Clinchard packages AIDS information resources for 
shipmen! to Nebraska public libraries . 

AIDS Information Distributed 

The Library Commission continued to assist Nebraska 
libraries providing AIDS information by coordinating distri
bution of books, pamphlets, and listings of books and videos 
to 68 libraries throughout the state. The mailings were done 
in cooperation with a number of other agencies, and were 
funded by a grant from Woods Charitable Fund. 

The Library Commission continues to provide these 
resources and to encourage libraries to explore their poten

tial roles in disseminating information about AIDS. 

• 
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Barbara Chandler Honored 

Barbara Chandler, Interlibrary Loan Librarian, was honored 
as the Library Commission's 1989 Employee of the Year. 
Barbara has worked at the Library Commission since 1980. 
During 1978/79, she worked as Reader Services Librarian at 
Concordia College in Seward, and from 1972 to 1978 she 
held positions in various departments of the University 
Libraries at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Barbara 
received her MLS from the University of Denver and is a 
member of Beta Phi Mu. 

• 
Nebraska Conference on Library and 

fuformation Services Planned 

The Nebraska Conference on Library and Information 
Services Planning Committee was formed in 1989 and 
charged with the task of planning the state pre-conference to 
the White House Conference on Library and Information 
Services to be held in July 1991. 

The committee will select 100 delegates to the spring 
1991 state meeting, with one-fourth of the delegates coming 
from each of these categories: librarians; library supporters, 
including trustees and Friends groups; federal, state, or local 
government officials; and the general public. 

NCLIS, the National Commission on Library and Infor
mation Science, has identified democracy, productivity, and 
literacy as issues to be addressed at the national conference. 
The state committee will narrow the topics to give them a 
Nebraska focus for the state meeting. Eight delegates and 
four alternates to the national conference will also be elected 
at the state gathering. 

The committee is interested in hearing from those who 
would like to participate in or nominate delegates to the state 
conference. Committee members are: Pat Peterson, Lincoln 
City Libraries; Clara Rottmann, Library Media Services 
Department, Lincoln Public Schools; Kathy Small, Ne
braska Futures; Rod Armstrong, Legislative Research Division, 
Nebraska Legislature; Tom Gensichen, Eastern Library 
System; Jean Ahrens, Western Nebraska Community 
College, Scottsbluff; Burney Bouslough or Vicki Bauer, 
Adult Education, Nebraska Department of Education; Sandra 
Riley, Nebraska Library Commission member; Joan Gie
secke, University Libraries, University of Nebraska-Lin
coln; Nancy Busch, Deputy Director, Library Commission 
Staff Liaison; and Andy Cunningham or Jane Mendlik, 
Policy Research Office Liaison. 

• 

Scholarship Fund Established 

Louise Nixon, former Library Commission Execu
tive Secretary, will be honored through a memorial 
scholarship fund to be maintained by the Nebraska 
Library Association. The fund will provide schol
arship aid for Nebraskans pursuing graduate library 
and information science education. To contribute 
to the Nixon Scholarship Fund, send contributions 
to Robert Nash, NLA Treasurer, clo University 
Library, University of Nebraska at Omaha, Omaha, 
NE 68182 . 

Broun Bow Public Library Director Joan Birnie assists a patron using 
lhe public-access computer. 

EICs Expand Assistance to 
Adults in Transition 

The Nebraska Education Information Center Network 
continued in 1989 to develop library-based services to assist 
adults in transition. Librarians used a wide range of materi
als and formats to answer questions about educational 
opportunities, jobs, career changing, resume writing, and 
business development. They expanded the reach of their 
libraries by creating bulk rotating collections and mini
Education Information Centers in libraries throughout their 
system areas. Networking with other community organiza
tions was a major focus . These linkages resulted in increased 
outreach, cooperative workshops in the libraries, and other 
partnership ventures. The Library Commission continues to 
work with local libraries to identify new sources of funds to 
maintain these sites and continue systemwide service. 

• 
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Library Commission Celebrates 
The Year of the Young Reader 

To spotlight the joys and importance of books for 
children, the Center for the Book at the Library of Congress 
designated 1989 as The Year of the Young Reader. The 
purpose was to provide a unifying theme for all those who 
want to spark a reading habit in young people, and who care 
about the quality of what young people read. The Library 
Commission joined in this national celebration with a num
ber of projects. Gov. Kay Orr proclaimed 1989 The Year of 
the Young Reader in Nebraska in support of the Library 
Commission's efforts to promote and encourage a love of 
reading among Nebraska's children. To promote the Year of 
the Young Reader, the Library Commission: 
• Produced an activity calendar notebook highlighting 
significant dates and suggesting activities for librarians. 
• Sponsored children's author Dr. Margaret Read MacDonald 
as keynote speaker at the Nebraska Library Association 
spring meetings. She spoke and conducted a storytelling 
workshop at each of the five meeting sites. 
• Created packets to assist parents in cultivating a joy of 
reading in their children. 
• Awarded matching grants to three libraries for activities 
for the Day of the Young Reader in November. Each library 
also received a set of American Girl books and an American 
Girl doll from the Pleasant Company. 
• Wrote articles for an issue of the Nebraska Library Asso
ciation Quarterly devoted to The Year of the Young Reader. 
Children's Services Coordinator Mary Jackson was guest 
editor. 

• 

• Published Our Books, Our Wings, a collection of memo-
ries about books that were meaningful from childhood 
through adulthood for 318 Nebraskans. Roberta Fagan and 
Chlorene Hardy co-edited the 320-page book which in- J 
cluded contributions from former President Gerald Ford, 
Gov. Kay Orr, UNL football coach Tom Osborne, business-
man Warren Buffett, and children's author Ivy Ruckman 
among a host of others from a wide variety of occupations. 
Books were distributed to libraries and were sold throughout 
the state in bookstores. 

• 

Gov. Kay Orr accepts a poster commemorating TheYear of the Young 
Reader from a delegation of young readers. 
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Program Highlights 

Library Development 

• Certified 590 librarians through the Public Librarian 
Certification Program which requires participants to com
plete courses in public library administration, public serv
ice, organization of materials, and collection development. 
• Accredited 188 public libraries that met required guide
lines aimed at providing quality library service to Nebras
kans. 
• Delivered Basic Skills Training Courses through the 
library systems to more than 300 librarians. 
• Published the Public Library Statistical Summary, part of 
the Federal/State Cooperative Data program, in which par
ticipating states gather information to be compiled and 
published by the federal government. 

• Offered informational meetings at 18 sites on the public 
library accreditation program and the statistical summary. 
Librarians and trustees from 105 libraries attended. 

Rod Wagner was a guest storyteller during the Columbus Public Library 
Summer Reading Program. 

• Produced the children's Summer Reading Program with 
the theme" Space and Beyond, '.' with 1 ,266 libraries across 
the state participating. 
• Held the Library Commission's annual children's services 
conference on the effects of library services on children's 
social, emotional, and intellectual growth. 
• Provided professional consultation to more than 500 
librarians on such topics as Library Commission programs, 
library planning, children's services, and literacy. 

• Conducted workshops, as part of the Library Commis
sion 's annual series, on various topics including community 
analysis, copyright, and extending library service to the non
traditional library public. 
• Approved direct state aid for 156 libraries and indirect aid 
through the library systems to 60 libraries . 

• 
Information and Resource Sharing 

Services 

• Developed and promoted the Nebraska Information Net
work, which links the four major automated information 
programs of the Library Commission -- NEBASE, NEON, 
NEULIST, and NELCMS. 
• Created a logo and promotional materials for NEON, the 
state bibliographical database, which grew to more than 3 
million records. 
• Added 14 libraries and 35,000 records to the state database 
by converting records of Nebraska Union Processing Center 
libraries to show individual holdings. 
• Installed a telefacsimile machine at the Library Commis
sion and consulted with other libraries on installing fax 
machines. 
• Added two full cataloging OCLC members. 
• Completed the first year with NEBASE as a full-service 
network -- hired a network coordinator, began a varied 
training and demonstration program, and launched new 
publications. 
• Conducted 41 workshops/training sessions and 18 demon
strations and led a library automation forum to share infor
mation on automation projects and to consider cooperative 
efforts to meet automation needs. 
• Received a $9,000 state appropriation to preserve older 
Nebraska state documents on microfilm . 

• 
Statistical Highlights 

Statewide interlibrary loan 
transactions on NELCMS ........ 92,000 

Statewide OCLC interlibrary 
loan transactions ...................... 49,700 

Subject and bibliographic 
requests to NLC Information 
and Interloan ............................ 7,400 

Interlibrary loans by NLC 
Information and Interloan .......... 2,800 

Overtones /Year in Review 



Technical and Audio-Visual Services 

• Published three editions of NEULIST. The 25th and latest 
edition has 17,769 titles and 42,664 locations of serial titles. 
Lincoln and Omaha Health Sciences libraries are the latest 
groups to join. 
• Served 65 public libraries who participated in the 8th 
annual Summer Film Circuit. ' 
• Circulated 11,003 films and other audiovisual materials. 

• 
Nebraska Library for the Blind 

and Physically Handicapped 

• Automated circulation with READS, developed by the 
Library of Congress National Library Service for the Blind 
and Physically Handicapped for its network libraries. 
• Circulated 183,893 books and magazines to 2,843 indi
viduals and 291 institutions. 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
FORWARDING POSTAGE GUARANTEED 

• Conducted workshops and provided exhibits at numerous 
meetings, including the Governor's Conference on Aging, 
Nebraska Crime Prevention Conference, Transition Fair for 
the Visually Impaired, Special Education Consortium, and 0 
Metro Omaha's National Library Week Expo. 
• Honored NLBPH volunteers at a reception hosted by 
Friends of Print-Handicapped Nebraskans. 
• Initiated promotion planning with the Friends group, rec
ommending development of a personal reading service for 
the print-handicapped. 
• Wrote and recorded 12 programs that aired statewide on 
Radio Talking Book . 
• Worked with the Friends group to raise funds to equip a 
second recording studio. 

Miriam Miller conducts a tour oj the Nebrasm Library jar the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped. 
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INTERNATIONAL LITERAC:Y YEAR 

J 1tJ 

The United Nations (UN), recipient of the 1988 Nobel Peace 
Prize, has designated 1990 International Literacy Year. The 
UN has proclaimed that 1990 will be "a launching-pad for 
efforts during the ensuing decade to eradicate illiteracy by 
the year 2000." The UN estimates that 889 million people 
--27.7% of the world's population over 15 years old--are 
illiterate. Organizations around the world are conducting 
media campaigns, adult education programs, and other 
activities to heighten the world's awareness of illiteracy 
problems. Rural populations, marginal city dwellers, and in 
much of the world, women are special target populations. 

The Nebraska Association of Commercial Printers launched 
. its Campaign'to fight illiteracy during National Book Week, 
January 21-27. In cooperation with the Library Commis
sion, flyers for libraries to use in recruiting volunteers for 
community programs were printed free of charge. Local 
libraries can personalize these flyers with their name and 
phone number. To order (in bundles of 100), call Mary 
Geibel at 800-742-7691 or 402-471-2045. 

• 

Nebraska Ranks Tenth 
in Number of Public Libraries 

Nebraska is among 44 States and the District of Columbia 
participating in a Federal-State Cooperative System for 
Public Library Data. The report published through this 
project, Public Libraries in Forty-Four States and the 
District of Columbia: 1988, was issued by the National 
Center for Education Statistics. While most states compile 
library statistics, there has not been a timely and consistent 
effort in past years to publish a common set of statistics from 
among the states. Library Commission staff member Barbara 
Johnson, Data Coordinator for Nebraska, reports the following 
Nebraska 1988 results and rankings among reporting states: 

Percent of income from local sources (91.2) 6th 
Number of public libraries (257) 10th 
Circulation per capita (6.93) 12th 
Total expenditures per capita ($12.53) 20th 
Total reported income ($18,234,614) 28th 
Number of full time equivalent library staff (539) 31st 
Percent of income from state sources (1.43) 31st 

• 
Librarians Host Senators 

on Legislative Day 

Librarians from across Nebraska visited their State Senators 
in Lincoln on February 26, 1990. They met in the rotunda, 
visited legislative staff, and took their Senators to lunch. 
Lincoln City Libraries conducted a demonstration of their 
automated public access catalog and circulation system. 
The Nebraska Library Association displayed an exhibit in 
the Capitol rotunda entitled "Your Library Card: Your 
Mind's Ticket to the World." 

• 
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From the Director . .. 

Nebraska Futures, Inc. has issued a new report on the progress of its three-year grassroots planning initia
tive. At press conferences held at several Nebraska locations on Statehood Day, March 1, Nebraska 
Futures representatives hailed the significant progress underway as a result of this private sector project. 
The report, Nebraska: Leading the Great Plains into the New Economy, is especially important to 
Nebraska libraries because it gives prominent attention to the role of libraries in Nebraska's future. 

Kathy Small, Executive Director of Nebraska Futures, recognized the Nebraska Library Commission as 
one of the public agencies contributing to the Nebraska Futures agenda. The library role in providing 
access to citizen information was noted as one of the key components of the report. 

There are many ways that librarians, media specialists, and other information professionals can contribute 
to the ten-part action agenda. Most directly, a Library Commission goal is to help libraries install and use 
computer equipment and to link libraries with other libraries and databases. This goal is affirmed by the 
Nebraska Futures report which recognizes libraries as "advanced information hubs for all Nebraskans." 
Affordable, effective computer communications through a statewide communications network is vital to 
providing statewide information access for the people of Nebraska. 

The Nebraska Futures project has been assisted by the consulting firm SRI International. During the 
March 1 press conference SRI representative John Melville described the Nebraska Futures project as a 
model of grassroots democracy. Later, he said that his comment was not meant to be cheerleading. SRI 
does believe that the Nebraska project has become a national model. Melville cited Nebraska's ability to 
commit the resources needed to accomplish project goals, the leadership and contributions of the many 
involved in the project, and the collaboration of public and private sector representatives as factors 
contributing to the project's success. 

Special Feature 

Nebraska Press Association 
Builds Reading Partnerships 

To celebrate International Literacy Year, each month 
Overtones will feature a Nebraska organization 
that fosters literacy through its work. Information 
about these organizations comprising the Nebraska 
Community of the Book is currently being com
piled by the Nebraska Center for the Book Planning 
Committee, Jane Geske, Directory Task Force Chair. 

Rod Wagner 

The Nebraska Press Association, Nebraska's oldest trade 
association, was founded in 1873 to represent Nebraska 
daily and weekly newspapers. In addition to a weekly 
newsletter for members, the Press Association publishes a 
magazine six times per year. The Association also publishes 
Newspapers in Education and distributes more than 8,000 
copies of this tabloid-format newspaper to teachers across 
the state. The Association believes that" ... when teachers 
bring newspapers into the classrooms, students learn about 
what is going on at home, nearby, and in distant places. And 
newspapers help students improve their reading and writing 
skills ... [We are] a partner in the use of newspapers in the 
classroom, working with public and private school teachers 
and the Nebraska Reading CounciL" Contact Jim Raglin, 
Executive Director, Nebraska Press Association, 1120 K 
Street, Lincoln, NE 68508,402-476-2851, for more infor
mation about the organization. 

• 
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Special Report 

New Minimum Wage 
Applies to Libraries 

The minimum wage has been raised. those changes are 
taking effect now. and they do effect Nebraska libraries. The 
purpose of this article is to describe the revisions in the 
minimum wage law which are likely to effect libraries. and 
to clarify the provisions in the law which have caused the 
most confusion in the past 

How Has the Law Changed? 

The Fair Labor Standards Act is the Federal law which sets 
the minimum wage and requirements for wages and working 
conditions. The 1989 revisions to that Act include two 
changes of significance to libraries. 

First. the minimum wage is increased in two steps. Libraries 
ID.llSt pay a minimum salary of not less than $3.80 per hour 
effective April 1. 1990. and not less than $4.25 per hour after 
March 31. 1991. . 

Second. a special "training wage" is permitted for some 
new employees. That is the only case in which an employee 
may be paid below the new minimum wage rate. The 
training wage will be the "old" minimum wageof$3.35 per 
hour beginning April 1. 1990. and 85% of the prevailing 
minimum wage beginning April 1, 1991. The training wage 
is primarily applicable to student workers, subject to a 
number of restrictions: 

1. The worker must be less than 20 years old. 

2. The training wage may only be paid during the period 
beginning on April 1, 1990 and ending March 31,1993. 

3. Current employees may not be terminated (or their 
hours reduced) in order to hire new employees at the 
training wage. 

4. Training wage staff may not work more than 25% of the 
library's total staff hours. 

5. New employees may only be paid the training wage 
during their first 90 days of employment 

What do these changes mean to libraries? 

The new minimum wage rates apply to all libraries and 
media centers. All paid employees must receive ~ the 
new minimum wage in order to comply with the law. In the 
case of public libraries, that compliance is also a require
ment for accreditation and state aid eligibility. However, it 

is equally important to re-evaluate the pay rates of all library 
employees. A library that has been able to hire qualified 
library clerks at a salary of $4.50 per hour will be facing a 
different situation in 1991 when that rate is barely above 
minimum wage. It is important that all libraries, regardless 
of size, begin to budget for the increased salaries that will be 
required to attract and retain good staff in future years. 

What else should librarians know about the minimum 
wage law? 

The questions which librarians and governing officials have 
asked about the Fair Labor Standards Act relate to two 
issues: Who must be paid minimum wage. and when must 
those wages be paid? 

There are three types of personnel which provide services in 
libraries: paid employees, contractors, and volunteers. 
EYm paid employee must be paid at least minimum wage. 
The size of the library, the number of hours worked, and the 
type of work performed make no difference. 

The library is not required to pay minimum wage for services 
provided by independent contractors, but it is illegal to label 
library employees as contractors in order to evade minimum 
wage requirements. Contractors work independently and 
the librarian and library board do not direct how they 
perform their duties. Under no circumstances may the 
regular library staff be considered as contractors rather than 
employees. 

Libraries may certainly use volunteers, who are not covered 
by minimum wage requirements. However. paid employees 
may not work for the same employer as a non-paid volunteer 
doing the same type of work for which he or she is employed. 
Paid employees may !!Q1 be considered volunteers for some 
of the hours they work. Paid staff must be paid at least 
minimum wage for all hours worked. 

Paid employees must be paid for all time spent as part of their 
job responsibilities. That means that promotional activities 
outside of the library, time worked when the library is closed 
to the public, attendance at board meetings (for the library 
director). home delivery and other services provided outside 
of the library, and all other work-related activity must be 
considered as paid time. The employee must also be paid for 
work -related training taken during regular working hours. or 
any training which the employee is reguired by the library to 
attend. 

For a copy of the revisions in the Fair Labor Standards Act, 
or for more information about minimum wage, contact your 
System Administrator or the Nebraska Library Commission, 
Library Development Department, 800-742-7691 or 402-
471-2045. 

Jim Minges, 
Library Development Director 

• 
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Special Report 

Library Foundations: 
Building for the Future 

Library Commission Library Development staff members 
are frequently asked about the nature and advantages of 
establishing a library foundation for the support of a public, 
academic, school, or special library. Library Services 
Coordinator Dick Allen was recently interviewed and gave 
the following responses. 
Q. Why should libraries of all types consider establishing 
a library foundation? 
A. No library ever has sufficient financial resources to 
accomplish all the things that need to be done. This is even 
more so the case where capital improvements -- remodeling, 
an addition, a new structure -- are being considered. The 
general public does not easily recognize that additional 
financial resources are needed by the library. Unless there 
is an advocacy agency set up to educate the public and give 
donor tax credits, the general public is not apt to think of 
making a donation or bequest to the library. 
Q. Maybe we should have asked this earlier, Dick. Just 
what is a library foundation? 
A. A library foundation is a non-profit corporation estab
lished in such a way that contributions made to it are 
tax-deductible. Clearly, such a tax-status serves as an 
additional incentive for public giving on behalf of the 
library. And I should add that the library foundation is a 
~ non-profit corporation. This means that it is not part 
of the governing structure of the library. 
Q. When you say that the foundation is private, Dick, 
does this mean that the library should not establish the 
foundation as part of its regular operations. 
A. Exactly right! The library foundation should be viewed 
as a support and advocacy group of interested persons from 
the general public. The library will probably informally "get 
the ball rolling," but not formally set up the foundation. 
Q. How is the foundation governed? 
A. By a foundation board. Usually five to fifteen board 
members are indentified from the public. This should 
include the librarian as ex officio and a board member from 
the library's own board, if it has one. (Public libraries do. A 
school library foundation might want to have school board 
member on the school library foundation board.) The 
foundation board is, generally speaking, a group of inter
ested library supporters. Their terms are subject to renewal. 
They identify new or replacement foundation board mem
bers. 

Q. How does the foundation become a reality and how 
does it get the right kind of tax status? 
A. The first step is to identify a group of interested library 
supporters and get them to agree that a library foundation is 
needed and that it will make the library a stronger institu
tion. The next step is to draw up articles of incorporation and 
by-laws, using other already established library foundations 
as a model. You might enlist the services of a local attorney 
to help on a volunteer basis. The articles of incorporation, 
together with the names of two incorporators, are then sub
mitted to the Nebraska Secretary of State's office. The filing 
fees are $20.00 plus $3.00 for each page of the the articles of 
incorporation. A legal notice about the establishment of the 
corporation must appear in the local newspaper for three 
successive weeks. As far as getting the right kind of tax 
status, this is done through the U.S. Internal Revenue Service 
by applying for a 501 (c) 3 status. Such a status enables 
foundation donors to claim donations as tax-deductible. 
Q. O.K., we now have a library foundation with 501 (c) 3 
status; what next? 
A. The next three steps are very important. Publicize, 
publicize, publicize the foundation, its support function, and 
what the library's needs are. Get the word outto local service 
groups, attorneys (for possible bequests in wills), morti
cians--the list goes on and on. People need to know that there 
is a place to make contributions to help the library! An 
attractive brochure is important. 
Q. Thanks, Dick, for your good suggestions. Any last 
words? 
A. Yes, we here at the Nebraska Library Commission stand 
ready to try to answer any questions that you might have 
about library foundations. Just give us a call or drop us a line. 
That's what we are here for! 

Call Dick Allen, 800-742-7691 or 402-471-2045, for 
additional information about library foundations. 

• 
Communities with library foundations include: 

Ainsworth Fairbury North Bend 
Alliance Grand Island Ogallala 
Auburn Gretna Omaha 
Aurora Hartington Ralston 
Battle Creek Hastings Rushville 
Beatrice Hebron Scottsbluff 
Bellevue Humphrey Sidney 
Cambridge Imperial Superior 
Central City Kearney Tilden 
Chadron Lincoln Valentine 
Columbus McCook Wakefield 
Cozad Neligh Wayne 
David City Newman Grove West Point 
Deshler Norfolk York 
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News of Nebraska Libraries & People 
The Omaha Public Library will be one of thirty sites across the country for a traveling exhibition commemorating the 
bicentennial of Congress. The exhibit is sponsored and produced by the Library of Congress with financial support from 
Commodore Business Machines and coordinated by the American Library Association. The exhibit will be at Omaha Public 
Library from May 30 through June 26,1990. 

Friends of Print-Handicapped Nebraskans received a $900 donation from the Nebraska Lion's Foundation. The money, 
in combination with funds from the Woods Charitable Fund, Grand Island Lion's Club, and Frank H. Woods Telephone 
Pioneer Association, will be used to complete the second recording studio. 

The Nebraska Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped at the Library Commission announces that 
Ola (Abimola) Oguntimein is the new Book Circulation Clerk and Jan Anderson has been promoted to Reader's Advisor. 

The Edith Abbott Memorial Library in Grand Island hosted a traveling art exhibit from January 2 through February 2. The 
exhibit, "A Moments Notice: Still Life's from the Sheldon Memorial Art Gallery," displays still life interpreted by twenty 
American artists in a variety of media. 

The Polaroid Corporation donated six new Polaroid Impulse cameras to the North Platte Public Library. 

Steve Read is the new assistant director at Hastings Public Library. He was formerly a reference librarian at the University 
of North Carolina at Greensboro. 

Pat Duro is the new librarian at the Cordelia B. Preston Memorial Library at Orleans. She replaces Cleda Davis who retired 
on December 31. 

Wilsonville Public Library has appointed Carolyn Park as librarian, replacing 
Deena Chambers. 

Sherrie Dux-Ideus has been appointed Director of the Reference Interloan 
Center - Kearney (RICK). She was formerly the librarian at the Beatrice State 
Develomental Center and Director of the Sun City Public Library in Arizona. 

Pat Clark, Library Commission volunteer and former children's librarian at 
Kearney Public Library and Information Center, was the storyteller/artist in 
residence in the North Platte Elementary Schools in February. 

278 Bayard Elementary School students held a Read-a-thon to raise money for 
the Visitor Center planned for the Chimney Rock National Historic Site . 

• 
Reach For A Star 

Ask A Nebraska Librarian 

April 22-28, 1990 is National Library Week. Nebraska Librarians are encouraged 
to celebrate by designating Wednesday April 25, 1990 as Night of a Thousand 
Stars. School, public, academic, and special libraries across the nation will be con
ducting "Family Read-alouds" with celebrity guest readers. Librarians will invite 
well known persons in their community -- the mayor, principal, radio and TV 
personalities, sports and literary figures (their spouses and children) -- to share 
their love of reading with others by reading aloud from their favorite books. For 
more information on making you and your library one of the thousand stars, contact 
Mary Geibel, Nebraska Library Commission, 800-742-7691 or 402-471-2045 . 

• 
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Positions Open 

Bellevue College is accepting applications for Library Director, 
to begin September, 1990. Responsibilities include over
sight of a collection of 103,000 volumes. Qualifications: 
MLS from an ALA accredited institution, excellent manage
ment skills, and familiarity with automated library systems. 
Three to five years experience in an academic environment 
preferred. Salary: $25,000-$30,000 plus benefits. Send 
letter of application, resume, and three letters of reference 
to Beth Auer, Personnel Coordinator, Bellevue College, 
Bellevue, NE 68005 by May 15, 1990. For more informa
tion, call 402-293-3805. 

Lincoln City Libraries is accepting applications for Branch 
Supervisor. Responsibilities include training, supervising, 
and evaluating staff; providing input on collection 
and budget needs; and leading staff in providing customer
oriented, friendly public service including circulation, 
reference, adult, and children's services. Working knowl
edge of automated systems helpful. MLS preferred. 
Salary: $17,615.52 - $24,221.60. Apply County-City 
Employment Office, 555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 
68508 by March 30, 1990. AA/EOE. 

The Nebraska Library Association is accepting 
applications for a volunteer executive secretary, to serve 
a minimum of two years. Responsibilities include mainte
nance of membership records, promotion, public relations, 
correspondence, and assisting the NLA President and 
executive board. A library background is desired. An 
honorarium of $1,000 per year is provided. Contact 

• 

Dorothy Willis, NLA President, McGoogan Library of 
Medicine, University of Nebraska Medical Center, 600 S. 
42nd Street, Omaha, NE 68198-6705 by May 1, 1990. 

The University of Nebraska Medical Center is accepting 
applications for Midcontinental Regional Medical Library 
Program (NLM MEDLARS) On-Line Services Coordinator, 
to begin June 1, 1990. Responsibilities include coordinating 
and providing training, coordinating and implementing online 
database services, writing newsletter columns, consulting 
with online searchers, and supervising staff. Qualifications: 
MLS degree from an ALA accredited library school, three 
years experience in a health sciences library, and training 
and experience in online searching using the NLM MED
LARS system. Supervisory and teaching experience 
desirable. Good communication, interpersonal, and 
organizational skills essential. Position requires extensive 
travel. This is a special term appointment (non-tenure). 
Salary: negotiable from $27,000 plus benefits. Send letter of 
application, resume 
and name of three 
references to 
Phyllis Bellows, 
Administrati ve 
Assistant, 
McGoogan Library 
of Medicine, 
University of 
Nebraska Medical 
Center, 600 S. 42nd 
St., Omaha, NE 
68198-6705 by May 
1, 1990. EEO/AA. 
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Commissioners aM Council members meet with slLlff for smaU group 
discussions of slLlte information policy issues. 

State Advisory Council Meets 
With Commission 

The Nebraska Library Commission and the State Advisory 
Council on Libraries held their annual joint meeting in 
Lincoln on March 15 and 16. The theme for the two day 
meeting was "Toward a Nebraska Information Policy." 
Michael Calvert, Director of the Legislative Fiscal Office, 
spoke to the Commission and Council at the Thursday 
evening dinner meeting. Mr. Calvert, a member of the 
Intergovernmental Data Communications Advisory Coun
cil, discussed issues related to government information 
policies. Mr. Calvert noted that the creation and mainte
nance of information in computer databases has led to 
growing interest in access to that information. The value of 
that information, cost of providing access, and security of 
electronic records are among many issues to consider in the 
formulation of information policies. The Council resumed 
consideration of state information policy issues during their 
Friday morning meeting with the Commission. The Council 
recommended that priority be given to consideration of 
establishing a Nebraska Information Policy. The Council 
further recommended that the Library Commission take a 
proactive role in the development of a Nebraska Information 
Policy. 

The Nebraska Library Commission received a draft copy of 
a Long -term Plan for Children's Services and a status report 
on the agency budget and annual audit. They approved the 
Norfolk Public Library's application for designation as a 
S tate Documents Depository Library, a $5,000 grant for the 
McGoogan Library of Medicine at UNMC to update the 
Consumer Health Information Resource Services (CHIRS) 
collection, and the report and recommendations of the 
Commission Staff Development Committee. They also 
endorsed the application of the Nebraska Center for the 
Book Steering Committee for affiliate status of the Library 
of Congress Center for the Book . 

• 
Award Nominations Sought 

The Nebraska Library Association is seeking nominations 
for awards to honor outstanding individuals in the Nebraska 
library and literary world. The Mari Sandoz Award, 
establish in 1969, is offered to a person who has made 
significant contributions to the Nebraska book world through 
writing, film production, or other related activity. He/she 
shall have ties to Nebraska through residency or subject 
matter. Current residency is not a requirement. An individ
ual, corporation, or civic organization may be recommended 
for the Meritorious Service Award, established in 1961. 
The recipient will be selected on the basis of specific 
contribution toward the development and/or advancement 
of library service or library legislation. 

Send letter of nomination including name, address, and 
phone number of nominee; name, address, and phone num
ber of person making the nomination; and a description of 
the accomplishments of the nominee which qualify her/him 
for the award. Specify how nominee meets specific criteria 
for award. Names receiving at least five letters of support 
over a three year period will be placed on the ballot. Send 
nominations to: Sharon L. Osenga, Public Library System, 
604 East Avenue, Holdrege, NE 68949, by May 1, 1990. 

• • Overtones/April 



From the Director ... 

A new report, Assessing the Information Needs of Rural Pennsylvanians, offers some interesting data and 
recommendations concerning rural libraries and their role in the information infrastructure. The report was 
published by the Center for the Study of Rural Librarianship, Clarion University of Pennsylvania. The study 
was based on a random survey of library clients in Pennsylvania rural libraries serving communities of less 
than 25,000 population. A number of assumptions were confirmed by the study, along with some unexpected 
findings. The following are among the findings: 

• Statistically, library usage is no different in rural areas of under 2,500 people than places of 
2,501-25,000 residents. 

• High school education is the average highest level of schooling of rural public library users. 
• There is a gap between the daily information needs of rural residents and the ability of the 

library to satisfy those needs. 
• In order of importance, information about best sellers, local news, national news, health/medical 

services, education programs, and local government decisions are daily information needs. 
• In addition to the local library, clients obtain information from personal books/magazines, 

newspapers, TV, other libraries, and word of mouth, respectively. 
• Clients belonging to community organizations have greater information needs than those not 

participating in community activities and are more dependent on the library to satisfy those needs. 
• Library clients view the library as highly important to the well-being of the community. 
• Clients' suggestions for improvement include a larger library building, more open hours, 

and more materials. 

The report concludes with several recommendations: 
• Library personnel must make an additional effort to inform the public about services and 

resources in a more systematic fashion -- as opposed to relying upon word of mouth. 
• Library personnel must make a further effort to collect and make information available about 

their community. 
• Environmental scanning and long-range planning are prerequisites in those communities where 

they have been neglected. 
• More interest in the library must be shown by influential community opinion leaders. Their 

support of the library must be nurtured. 

This study is important and of special interest because, like Pennsylvania, Nebraska has many rural libraries. 
It is fitting that "The Wilson Symposium on the Future of the Public Library" will be held in Omaha, 
September 26-29, 1990. Bernard Vavrek, Coordinator of the Clarion Center for the Study of Rural Librarian
ship, and author of Assessing Rural Information Needs, is the Symposium organizer. The issues addressed by 
this study, and many more, will be considered as part of this national conference. 

Bush Is Library Friend 

Mrs. Barbara Bush has accepted the position of Honorary 
Chairperson of Friends of Libraries U.S .A. In accepting the 
position Mrs. Bush stated, "Libraries have a special place in 
my heart, and the 1,700 friends groups across the country 
who contribute to the programs, outreach, and service of 
libraries to their communities have my special apprecia-
tion." • 

• Overtones/April 
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Special 'Report 

Planning for Public Libraries 

Several years ago the American Library Association (ALA) 
issued the booklet Planning & Role Setting for Public 
Libraries. A number of Nebraska public libraries are now 
considering undertaking the planning process described, 
are actually doing it, or have completed it. The Library 
Development Department of the Nebraska Library Com
mission strongly urges all Nebraska public libraries to, at 
least, become familiar with the process outlined and to 
realize what they are missing if they don't undertake it. 

Public librarians are dedicated public servants and have a 
natural inclination to want to "do everything for everyone. " 
A~ a result, there is a tendency to do a little bit of everything 
wl~hout a real focus of effort. Providing bestsellers, serving 
chIldren of all ages, answering reference and information 
questions, having public meeting rooms, sponsoring public 
programs, providing a place for school kids to study and do 
their required research papers--each of these is a legitimate 
activity, but very few libraries can devote satisfactory efforts 
to all of them. 

This is where the ALA planning process comes in. It helps 
us to say, "These are all good causes, but our community 
must decide which of these are the most important and must 
decide to focus the library's efforts accordingly." The other 
services are not necessarily eliminated. They can be main
tained, but not as major services. The ALA planning process 
suggests that public libraries can provide a broad range of 
services, but that these services need to be prioritized. 

Consider some of the potential benefits that a library 
involved in the planning process can reap. One of the most 
common complaints of Nebraska public libraries is that they 
are not taken' 'seriously" by their village or city administra
tion. They tend not to be seen as an "essential village or city 
service. " Once the word gets out that the public library has 
embarked upon a nationally-endorsed, formal planning process, 
greater respect can be forthcoming. Increased media cover
age and enhanced image in the community may also result 
from this endeavor. The process should lead to: 

• improved library management 
• increased overall library effectiveness 
• an assessment of the quality of library services 
• better allocation of existing library resources 
• a demonstration of accountability 
• the accomplishment of stated objectives 

What is the process? 

The following steps comprise this planning and role-setting 
process: 

• A Planning Committee is identified, including the librar
ian, library board members, and representative community 
members. 

• The Committee identifies the level of effort, establishes 
planning activities, time-table, and planning budget. 

• The Committee decides what information is needed about 
the community and the library and its services. It then 
arranges to get this information. 

• On the basis of the information gathered, the Committee 
decides which service role or roles the library should select 
and writes the library's mission statement. 

• Using the service role or roles selected and the mission 
statement developed, the Committee writes library goals and 
measurable objectives. 

• Next, the Committee identifies specific activities to 
implement the objectives. 

• Finally, the Committee writes the planning document and 
presents it to the library board for approval. It then sees that 
the document gets maximum exposure before the village 
board or city council and in the local media. 

• At regular annual intervals the library board compares the 
Planning Document to results achieved. It also reviews the 
document and updates it as the local environment changes. 

The ALA planning process is worthy of consideration by 
every Nebraska public library board. Whether or not it is 
actually used, familiarity with the process will give the 
board an opportunity to step back and ask, "Just what is our 
business here?" 

For further information about the public library planning 
process, contact Dick Allen or Jim Minges at the Nebraska 
Library Commission. 

Dick Allen, 
Library Services Coordinator 

• 
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Special Report 

~~Nebraska I:ill Information vUS: Partnerships 

Nebraska's Conference on Library and 
Information Services 

Plans are underway for Nebraska's participation in the 1991 
White House Conference on Library and Information Serv
ices. The themes for the White House Conference, to be 
held in Washington D.C. July 9-13, 1991 are Literacy, 
Democracy, and Productivity. 

A Planning Committee, formed in September of 1989 to plan 
and implement Nebraska's activities, includes the following 
members: Pat Peterson, Assistant Director, Lincoln City 
Libraries; Clara Rottmann, Director of Media Services, 
Lincoln Public Schools; Kathy Small (Chair), Executive 
Director, Nebraska Futures, Inc.; Rod Armstrong (Vice
Chair), Director, New Horizons Project; Tom Gensichen, 
Administrator, Eastern Library System; Jean Ahrens, 
Faculty member at Western Nebraska Community College, 
Scottsbluff; Burney Bouslough, Adult Education Coordina
tor, State Department of Education; Sandra Riley, NLC 
Commissioner and Columbus City Council Member; and 
Joan Giesecke, Associate Dean, UNL Libraries. 

Sub-committees appointed to carry out specific activities 
are: 

• Conference Arrangements, co-chaired by Mary Nash, 
Reference Department Head, Creighton University 
Reinert/Alumni Memorial Library and Sarah Watson, 
Omaha Public Library, Benson Branch Manager 

• Conference Program, chaired by Pat Peterson, Assistant 
Director, Lincoln City Libraries 

• Budget, chaired by Rod Wagner, Library Commission 
Director 

• Communications, chaired by Tom Gensichen, 
Administrator, Eastern Library System 

• Delegate Selection, co-chaired by Joan Giesecke, 
Associate Dean, UNL Libraries and Jean Ahrens, 
Nebraska Western College faculty 

• Info Fair, chaired by Jo Casullo, Legislative Research ~ 
Division 

The Planning Committee has selected the theme NEBRASKA 
INFORMATION PARTNERSHIPS to represent the activi
ties that will culminate in a statewide conference. The 1991 
Nebraska Conference on Library and Information Services 
will focus on: 

• Cultivating statewide public and private information 
partnerships 

• Improving freedom of access to information for all 
Nebraskans 

• Building an action agenda for meeting future infor
mation needs 

• Helping Nebraskans become more aware of the variety 
of information resources available 

• Fostering a clearer understanding of how Nebraskans fit 
into the global society and economy 

The Planning Committee will conduct an Information'Needs 
Survey of 5,000 Nebraskans. The results of this survey will 
be used as a basis for discussion and action at the 1991 
Nebraska Conference on Library and Information Services. 

Nebraska's Conference will be held at the Regency West in 
Omaha, February 23-26, 1991. An Info Fair, open to the 
public and featuring information resource exhibits from a 
variety of public and private sources, will kick off the 
activities on February 23-24 followed by the Conference 
Program from February 24-26. The Keynote Speaker will be 
Carolyn Corbin, founder and president of an international 
research, training, publishing and production firm specializ
ing in business, social and public affairs issues. Corbin, 
author of Strategies 2000, will speak to the role of informa
tion in enhancing competitiveness. 

One hundred delegates will be selected to attend the 
Nebraska Conference and discuss themes and issues identi
fied by the Planning Committee with input from many 
groups and individuals. Eight delegates and four alternates 
will be elected from the Nebraska Conference to attend the 
White House Conference in July, 1991. Nomination forms 
will be mailed to all Nebraska libraries. They will also be 
available upon request from the Library Comission to assist 
in creating a delegate pool for the Nebraska Conference. 
For more information about NEBRASKA INFORMA nON 
PARTNERSHIPS please contact Nancy Busch or Rod Wagner 
at the Nebraska Library Commission, 402-471-2045 or 800-
742-769l. 

Nancy Busch, 
Library Commission Deputy Director 

• 
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Special Report 

A Long-tenn Plan for 
Children's Services 

This DRAFf five-year plan is submitted by the Nebraska 
Library Commission for review and comment by 
Nebraska librarians and media specialists. 

National surveys reveal that 50% of library users are under 
eighteen years of age. Because children and young adults are 
a substantial service population with unique needs not 
necessarily shared by other library patrons, it is desirable to 
focus special effort on young persons' needs so that signifi
cant growth and improvement may occur in all libraries and 
communities and at all age levels. 

These recommendations are based on a six-month planning 
process undertaken by a committee of librarians with special 
experience and interest in children's services. Committee 
members are: 

Karen Drevo 
Mary Jackson 
Jim Minges 
Glee Nelson 
Cindy Panahi 
Janice A. Pumphrey 
Carol Reed 
Vicki Wood 
Dee Yost 

I. Young Adults 

Norfolk Public Library 
Nebraska Library Commission 
Nebraska Library Commission 
Columbus Public Library 
Omaha Public Library 
Hebron Public Library 
Kearney Public Library 
Lincoln City Libraries 
Republican Valley System 

Background: The most critical need concerns young adults, 
persons ages twelve to eighteen, and is most likely to be 
overlooked at many libraries. This age group is at risk for 
pressure to be sexually active, premature parenthood, 
addiction, abuse, and suicide. There is also a tendency to 
stop reading or using the library for personal satisfaction. 
This extinction of library/reading habits is likely to set a 
lifelong pattern since the teen years are critical in identity 
formation. Libraries can not only help young adults by 
providing a link to information necessary for survival, but 
fiction and biography offer role models for identity develop
ment. Library efforts to reach young adults can make a great 
difference to this age group and the ongoing health of the 
library. 

Possible Solutions: 

• The Nebraska Library Commission, willi the assistance 
of area libraries, will offer meetings for young ad ults to elicit 
suggestions for making libraries relevant for this age group. 

• The Library Commission will develop a manual for 
young adult programming. 
• The Library Commission will contribute articles to 
system newsletters and other media to promote young adult 
services. 
• The Library Commission will identify and enhance a 
strong existing young adult program to serve as a model 
program for demonstration. 
• The Library Commission will offer grants to aid in setting 
up strong young adult programs. 
• Library Commission Staff will establish cooperative re
lationships with other agencies concerned with young adults. 

II. Parent Roles 

Background: Efforts need to be made so that parents and 
caregivers realize that they play an important role in their 
children's attitudes toward reading. As the most powerful 
role models in their children's lives, parents and caregivers 
must be aware that their own reading habits, library use, 
and sharing of literature experiences are those most likely 
to influence their children's. 

Possible Solutions: 

• The Library Commission will create a series of tipsheets 
that libraries can reproduce and distribute to parents that 
encourage and teach parents and caregivers to model read
ing. 
• The Library Commission will buy or create public 
service announcements for radio and television, and make 
them available to libraries for local airing. 
• The Library Commission staff will cooperate with the 
Department of Education in offering workshops for child 
care workers on the significance of reading in child devel
opment and parent/child bonding. 
• The Library Commission will compile and distribute a 
list of quality literature-related video programs to be recom
mended to caregivers. 

• The Library Commission will encourage librarians to 
offer programs for parents through hospitals. 

III. The Role of Children's Librarians 

Background: Library personnel who are responsible for 
children's services often feel that their specialized expertise 
is not regarded as highly as that of librarians who serve 
adults. Since basic continuing education in children's selec
tion and collection development, reference, reader's 
advisory in children's literature, and the development and 
management of a budget are not generally emphasized in 
basic skills courses, children's librarians are inadequately 
prepared for responsible management and decision-making. 
In consequence, persons with special gifts for children's 
services leave the profession or "graduate" to adult work. 
Children's librarians need to feel that their work is signifi
cant, respected and adequately compensated. They need to 
develop a sense of empowerment. 
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Possible Solutions: 

• The Library Commission will sponsor a session 
especially for children's librarians on work skills and 
professional assertiveness at the annual Nebraska Library 
Association and Nebraska Educational Media Associaton 
State Conventions. 
• The Library Commission will emphasize children's serv
ices at basic skills training for certification, particularly in 
the areas of management and public service. 
• The Library Commission will facilitate the development 
of a course on children's services as a special addition to 
basic skills certification training. 
• The Library Commission will publish a pamphlet 
containing tips on empowerment for children's librarians. 
• The Library Commission will develop a leadership train
ing program for children's librarians. 
• The Library Commission will formulate strategies for the 
promotion of the recently approved Guidelines for 
Children's Services. 
• The Library Commission will use the statistical form to 
gather statistics that reflect the significance of children's 
services in local libraries and schools. 

IV. Year-Round Programming 

Background: Each year an enormous output of energy and 
time is invested in planning and implementing the Summer 
Reading Program. In some cases, more money is spent for 
programming for the summer theme than is spent for chil
dren's programs during the remaining nine, ten or eleven 
months of the year. For most public libraries the Summer 
Reading Program is highly successful in attracting children 
to the library, encouraging reading during the summer 
months and giving children happy memories of library 
activities. However, continuity and momentum can be lost 
when high-powered library experiences for readers do not 
occur more regularly. While most libraries offer pre-school 
story times weekly during much of the year, few or no events 
are offered for school-age children. Children benefit from 
stimulation for recreational or frce-choice reading and 
literature-related activities at all times and year-round emphasis 
on structured activities benefits the library as well. 

Possible Solutions: 

• The Library Commission will de-em phasize some aspects 
of the State Summer Reading Program. 
• The Library Commission will offer incentives and grants 
for year-round multi-age library programs. 
• The Library Commission will print a booklet to describe 
exemplary non-summer programs which occur in Nebraska 
libraries. Libraries which regularly schedule outstanding 
programs will receive special recognition. 
• The Library Commission will organize an exchange pro
gram which enables librarians with programming strengths 
to present model programs in neighboring libraries. 

• The Library Commission will make grants available to 
library systems to purchase or supplement professional 
literature on children's programming. Materials can rotate 
among member libraries. 

v. Children With Problems 

Background: Librarians and media specialists have signifi
cant potential, often unexplored, for making a contribution 
to the lives of children who are at risk or underprivileged. 
Reading offers comfort and respite from a troubled life. 
Children who are abused and living in stressful circum
stances find solutions and models that reflect their own 
problems through personal reading. Particularly in small 
communities where family situations are generally known, 
librarians have an opportunity to offer emotional support to 
children through books without adding premature pressure 
for exposure. Awareness of this potential can contribute to 
children's welfare. Minimal skills and knowledge of helpful 
books may enable children's librarians to have a positive 
effect on more children's lives. 

Possible Solutions: 

• Library Commission staff will gather local and statewide 
statistics on children's needs and problems. 
• The Library Commission will analyze the needs of differ
ent groups of children, including: 

• illiterate/alliterate 
• non-readers or struggling readers 
• reluctant/indifferent readers 
• non-library users 
• children without library cards 

• gifted 
• handicapped 
• children who speak English as a second language 
• children of migrant workers 
• abused/neglected children 
• latchkey children 

• Library Commission Staff will work with personnel from 
the State Department of Social Services, the State Depart
ment of Education, and other appropriate agencies to 
coordinate cross-training. 
• The Library Commission will publicize funding sources 
and provide training on grant and proposal writing for 
special projects. 
• The Library Commission will encourage and provide a 
structure for study groups and forums on the needs of 
underprivileged children. 
• The Library Commission will distribute readings from 
journals on children's needs and feasible means for libraries 
to meet them. 

For additional information or to comment on the plan, please 
contact Mary Jackson at the Nebraska Library Commission, 
402-471-2045 or 800-742-7691. 

• 
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News of Nebraska Libraries and People ~l,l 
'i1 " j ~ 

The State Advisory Council on Libraries has elected Sharon Mason Vice-Chair of the Council. Sharon is Head of Catalog
ing at the Calvin T. Ryan Library at Kearney State College and is a member of the Meridian Library System Board. 

The March issue of American Libraries contains an article by Sharon McCaslin, Assistant Librarian and Associate 
Professor at Peru State CoUege, on Mary Jones, the first professionally-trained librarian at the University of Nebraska 
Library. 

Ninth grade geography students in Holdrege took pictures in their city between 7 a.m. and 9 a.m. one day and compiled the 
results in a two-volume book, A Day in the Life of Holdrege . The collection of over 300 pictures was presented to the Holdrege 
Public Library. 

Joan Konecky has joined the Central Reference Staff of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln as the Computer Search 
Coordinator .. 

The Elkhorn Public Library Board announces that their long range plan has been approved and presented to the City Council. 
Plans for the future include setting up a library foundation; increasing the fiction, periodical and audio collections; and 
expanding programming for children and parents. 

The Rushville Public Library is the beneficiary of one of three trust funds established by local residents, Bennett and 
Ruth Johnson, to encourage and promote the quality of life in Rushville. 

The new contact person for the Nebraska Archives of Children's Books at Kearney State College is Janet Stoeger Wilke, 
head of the curriculum/media section at the Calvin T. Ryan Library. 

The Chadron Public Library has two new staff members. Lynette Reed is Children's Librarian and Dena Crews is 
Technical Services Librarian. 

A Tribute to Chlorene Hardy 

A very special person left the Library Commission staff at 
the end of March. Chlorene Hardy, a good friend and 
colleague of many, will now enjoy the freedom and time to 
pursue many of her long time interests. Chlorene' s work for 
the Commission began over twenty-five years ago, in 1964. 
After a six year absence, Chlorene returned in 1977 as the 
Commission's acquisitions librarian, also serving as a member 
of the reference staff. In addition, for the past decade 
Chlorene has served as the Library Resource Center (LRC) 
Librarian. In her work with the LRC, Chlorene has been a 
librarian's librarian -- organizing, managing, and locating 
information from a growing collection of library science 
materials. 

Chlorene's co-editorship of Our Books, Our Wings 
demonstrated her great love for literature and reading. Her 

~ devotion to this special publication turned a dream into a 
book which has been enjoyed by and brought inspiration to 
many. 

• 
At heart, Chlorene is a true reference librarian. She has 
thoroughly enjoyed each opportunity to help find a wide 
range of information. On behalf of the many, many of us 
who have benefitted from Chlorene's cheerful, caring, 
expert help we wish her well and look forward to hearing 
about her many future adventures. 

Rod Wagner 

• 
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Speeial Feature 

Foundation Promotes Willa Cather 

To celebrate International Literacy Year, each month 
Overtones will feature a Nebraska organization that 
fosters literacy through its work. Information about 
these organizations comprising the Nebraska Commu
nity of the Book is currently being compiled by the 
Nebraska Center for the Book Planning Committee, 
Jane Geske, Directory Task Force Chair. 

The Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial & Education Founda
tion was established to promote the development and preser
vation of the art, literary and historical collection relating to 
the life, times, and work of. Willa Cather, as well as to 
encourage humanities scholarship. The Foundation 
publishes the quarterly Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial 
Newsletter. It also sponsors an annual Spring Conference 
which focuses on one of Cather's books. The conference 
features a panel discussion on the theme of the book. Every 
third year, the Foundation sponsors a week-long seminar 
devoted to the study of the author. Every other year the 
Foundation holds a "Prairie Workshop" which links writing 
and botany. A Writer's Workshop was held in 1989. The 
foundation is supported by private donations, book sales, 
tours, and, interest from an endowment fund. 

• 

For more information about the organization, contact Pat 
Phillips, Administrative Director, Willa Cather Pioneer 
Memorial and Educational Foundation, 326 North Webster, 
Red Cloud, NE 68970, 402-746-2653. 

• 
Position Open 

The University of Nebraska Medical Center is accepting 
applications for Associate Director for Public Services. 
Responsibilities include management of Public Services 
operation; organizing and allocating personnel and fiscal T 

resources; development, implementation, monitoring, and 
modification of Public Services policies and procedures; 
marketing library services; liaison activities; and long and 
short-range planning. Qualifications: skill in planning, oral 
and written communication, and motivating and organizing 
staff. Candidates must demonstrate thorough understanding 
of automation and experience with public services opera
tions. MLS degree from an ALA accredited library school 
and a minimum of five years experience in increasingly 
responsible positions (including supervisory experience) 
is required. Minimum salary: $32,000 plus benefits. 
Send letter of application and curriculum vitae to: Phyllis 
Bellows, Administrative Assistant, McGoogan Library of 
Medicine, University of Nebraska Medical Center, 600 
South 42nd Street, Omaha, NE 68198-6705, by May 15, ~ 
1990, EEO/AA. 
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Dick AI/en. Donna Jurena. and Dee Yost analyze the Library Commission 
collection in a hands-on workshop exercise . 

Collection Analysis Training Held 

A Collection Analysis Train-The-Trainer Seminar was held 
on April 3 and 4 at the Library Commission. Sponsored by 
the Library Commission, PELARCON, and the six 
Nebraska Library Systems, the seminar featured 
Mary Bushing of Montana State University. Ms. Bushing 
is a speaker and consultant on collection development, 
collection analysis, and cooperative collection develop
ment. The training emphasized the Pacific Northwest 
Conspectus model, one that allows libraries with both Dewey 
and Library of Congress classifications to analyze their 
collections and have comparable data useful both at the 
institution level and for cooperative collection development. 

Twenty-seven participants received the training to enable 
them to analyze their own library collections and to pass 
along these skills as trainers or consultants. This core of 
skilled trainers represents a broad cross section of types and 
sizes of libraries and geographic locations. They will assist 
interested Nebraska librarians. with further collection analy
sis. For information, contac t J acq ue Mundell, 800-742-7691 
or 402-471-2045. • 

Advisory Committee Appointed 

Jon Wibbels, Chair of the State Advisory Council on Librar
ies, recently appointed six individuals to serve on the 
Advisory Committee to the Nebraska Library for the Blind 
and Physically Handicapped (NLBPH). The appointments 
of Sister Patricia Mokler of Omaha, Marlene Mullen of 
Hastings, and Lynn Braisted, Sara Fleck, Phyllis Knapp, and 
Dan Kolar, all of Lincoln, followed a statewide recruitment 
campaign. The new members join Lois Eagle of Omaha, 
Barbara Remmen of Columbus, and Marie Hassel of Lincoln 
on the committee. 

The Advisory Committee is appointed by the State Advisory 
Council on Libraries to represent the needs of NLBPH 
borrowers and to make recommendations concerning 
policies, services, and programs. The committee is made up 
of individuals who are NLBPH borrowers, along with 
librarians, educators, and other individuals who work with 
the blind and physically handicapped population . • 

Interlibrary Loan Code Revised 

The "Interlibrary Loan Code for Nebraska," first adopted in 
1981, has been revised by an ad hoc committee of the 
Nebraska Library Association. The revised Code explicitly 
encourages libraries to fulfill collection development 
obligations; lend as well as borrow; agree to special handling 
such as telefacsimile transmission, whenever possible; 
conform to standard practice regarding fees, page limits, and 
renewals; and provide free or low cost loans. 

Although unanimously endorsed by the Committee and the 
Nebraska Library Association Board, the revised Interli
brary Loan Code will not be adopted officially until the fall 
convention. At that time, an open forum will be held to 
provide the membership with an opportunity for discussion 
before submitting it for a vote at the business meeting. 
Watch for the revised Code in NLAQ and NEMA News. 

• • Overtones!May 



From the Director: 

On April 30, 1990, the National Commission on Libraries and Information Science (NCLIS) conducted 
a hearing on their document "Principles of Public Information Policy." These principles are presented in 
the Federal Register (Vol. 55, No. 66, Thursday, April 5, 1990, page 12751). If adopted, the principles 
document will be distributed to federal agencies for consideration in making decisions on public information 
issues. The eight principles contained in the document are summarized as follows: 

1. Citizens have the right of ready and timely access to public information. 
2. The integrity and preservation of public information should be maintained, regardless of format. 
3. Dissemination, reproduction, and redistribution of public information should be guaranteed. 
4. It is essential to safeguard the privacy of persons who use information, as well as persons about 

whom information exists in government records, to the full extent provided by law. 
5. There should be a wide diversity of sources of access, private as well as public, to public informa

tion. 
6. Costs should not be an obstruction to citizen access to information. 
7. Information about government should be easily available, descriptive, and in a single electronic or 

paper-based source. 
8. The Depository Library Program, as an important means of providing access to information for all 

citizens, should be enhanced and expanded to support its basic mission, in accordance with these 
principles, and to include electronic data bases with appropriate software and documentation. 

The growth in electronic data bases, which supplement or even replace many paper or microfilm records, 
has further complicated public information policy issues. Recent federal legislative action has challenged the 
inclusion of electronic information sources as part of the federal Depository Library Program. The NCLIS 
principles encourage access to information regardless of format, with safeguards for personal privacy, and 
support the right of citizens to ready and timely access to public information. 

The NCLIS principles document presents a very good public policy statement concerning the issue of 
public information access. The statement is one which should be adopted at the federal level, and adapted for 
state and local government use as well. 

Nebraska Libraries Make News 

Nebraska Libraries are involved in many interesting activi
ties. Why not let the rest of the library world know about 
some of your innovative ideas and programs? Use the 
following suggestions for contacting these selected library 
periodicals: 

American Libraries. Send notices of upcoming meetings/ 
conferences, at least two months in advance, and news of 
library staff to the attention of Beverly Goldberg. If you 
have an announcement appropriate to the Bulletin Board 
column, contact Managing Editor Leonard Kniffel. Ameri
can Libraries, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611. 
FAX: 312-440-9374. 

• 

Rod Wagner 

Library Hotline. Send short news items labeled "news," 
to Susan DiMattia, Editor, 245 W. 17th St., New York, NY 
1001l. FAX: 212-242-6987. 

Library JournaL Send notices of upcoming meetings! 
conferences to the attention of the Calendar Editor, and news 
of people to the People Editor. If faxing, send to the attention 
of Gary Ramsey. Library Journal, 249 W. 17th Street, New 
York, NY 1001l. FAX: 212-242-6987. 

Wilson Library Bulletin. Send announcements for the 
calendar at least sixty days in advance to "Calendar". Send 
news of announcements, new posts, retirements, and deaths 
to "Library World," Wilson Library Bulletin, 950 Univer
sity Avenue, Bronx, NY 10452. FAX: 212-538-2716 
(Be sure to address faxed material to the attention of Wilson 
Library Bulletin.) • 
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Special -Feature 

Association Promotes Education 

To celebrate International Literacy Year, each month 
Overtones will feature a Nebraska organization 
that fosters literacy through its work. Information 
about these organizations comprising the Nebraska 
Community of the Book is currently being com
piled by the Nebraska Center for the Book, Jane 
Geske, Directory Task Force Chair. 

The Nebraska Chapter of the American Association of 
University Women (AAUW) has 24 branches across the 
state that promote education, literacy, self-development, 
and equity for women. AAUW's Public Policy Program for 
1989-91 includes commitment to passage and ratification of 
the Equal Rights Amendment; the promotion of the social, 
economic, and physical well-being of all persons; a commit
ment to the arts and humanities; the belief that public 
education is the foundation of a democratic society (advo
cacy of equity, academic freedom, protection from censor
ship, and responsible financial support for all levels of 
education); and support of the United Nations and its affili
ated agencies. Publications include the American Associa
tion of University Women Outlook (bimonthly) and the 
Nebraska Bulletin (quarterly). For more information con
tact Arlene Rea, Nebraska AAUW President, 2115 Heather 
Lane, Lincoln, NE 68512. 

• 
Storytelling Festival Planned 

The Third Annual Storytelling Festival of Nebraska will be 
held Saturday, June 23 at the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha. Registration will be at 9:00 a.m. for morning and 
afternoon workshops and an evening Storytelling Concert 
from 7-10 p.m. Workshops will be led by storytellers 
Suzanne Ackerman from Kalona, Iowa and John Stansfield 
from Monument, Colorado. Nancy Duncan from Omaha 
will also tell stories at the concert. Participants can earn 
Professional Growth Points and Continuing Education Units. 
On Sunday, June 24, John and Suzanne will be at the 
Summer Arts Festival. For more information, write the 
Omaha Organization for the Purpose of Storytelling, 15005 
Hawthorne Circle, Omaha, NE 68154. Phone 402-558-
5185 or 496-7254. 

• • 

Notice: Library Meeting Rooms 
Are Considered "Public Forum" 

The United States Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit, has upheld 
a lower court ruling that affirmed the right of a women's 
religious group to use a public library meeting room. The 
ruling in Concerned Women for America Y. Oxford Public 
Library (Mississippi) held that the public library auditorium 
was a public forum and the library could not exclude the 
group because of its religious nature. The Court of Appeals 
ruled that the public library could impose "reasonable time, 
place, or manner restrictions on access to the auditorium, 
provided that regulations were justified without reference to 
the content of the regulated speech." 

• 
Positions Open 

Doane College is accepting applications for Collection 
Development Librarian at Perkins Library. Responsibilities 
include supervising materials selection; some reference and 
public service, data base searching, and bibliographic 
instruction; and some liaison with the Lincoln extended 
campus. Minimum requirements: ALA-MLS degree with 
two years of experience in an academic library. Salary: 
$19,000 negotiable, with faculty rank and benefits. Send 
resume and three work-related references to Peggy Brooks 
Smith, Director, Perkins Library, Doane College, Crete, NE 
68333. AA/EEO . 

The Nebraska Library Commission is accepting applications 
for Information Resources Librarian (Librarian III). Re
sponsibilities include coordinating collection development; 
supporting the Commission's information services and library 
development functions, including information, consulta
tion, referral, and training in collection development for the 
state's libraries; serving as Librarian for the Library 
Resource Center; and providing back-up general reference 
service. Requirements: MLS and three years experience, at 
least one year in Collection Development; good understand
ing of library science resources and education issues and 
trends; knowledge and experience in the use of computer 
technology; and ability to lead educational events. Supervi
sory experience and experience working with staff teams 
highly desirable. Salary: $ 22,522 plus benefits. Send 
application letter and resume with three professional refer
ences by June 30, 1990 to Doreen Kuhlmann, Business 
Manager, Nebraska Library Commission, 1420 P Street, 
Lincoln, NE 68508. AA/EEO. 

• 
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Carol Connor, Lincoln City Ubraries Director, has been elected Vice-Chair/Chair Elect of the Public Library Section 
of the Mountain Plains Library Association. 

The Nebraska Center for the Book, a coalition of Nebraska organizations and individuals supporting reading, books, 
and the printed word, has been approved as an affiliate of the national Center for the Book of the Library of Congress, 
Washington, D.C. Organizations and individuals are invited to join the new coalition. For more information, contact 
The Nebraska Center for the Book, Heritage Room, Lincoln City Libraries, 136 South 14th St., Lincoln, NE 68508, 
402-471-8516. 

The Veterans Administration Medical Center--Learning Resource Center in Omaha has hired Ronald Fingerson as 
Chief of Library Services, replacing Lois Inskeep. Dora Swaboda will serve as Librarian at the Veterans Administration 
Medical Center in Lincoln, replacing Ruth Boettcher. 

Recently, a number of new Children's Librarians have been hired. They include Deloris Sew at Auburn Public Library, 
Pat Kenaston at Neligh Public Library, Sharon Wiegert at Papillion Public Ubrary, Dorothy Daugherty at Ralston 
Public Library, and Beth Trupp at Gering Public Library. 

New Library Commission staff include Brad Hauptman, Mail Courier, and Renee Anderson, A. V. Inspection Clerk, 
Renee replaced Kami Kemper, who was promoted to Library Assistant in the Nebraska Ubrary for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped. 

Norma Koertje is the new director of the Bloomfield Public Library. 

Aurora's new Alice M. Farr Library was dedicated Aprill. More than 200 
guests attended. The new building was made possible in part by a $100,000.00 
LSCA Title II Grant, administered by the Library Commission. 

The speakers for the Second Annual Nebraska Library Commission 
Colloquium, Changing Roles and Realities: Re-Membering Our Profession 
are Dr. Herbert White, School of Library and Information Science, Indiana 
University, September 13; Marilyn Gell Mason, Director, Cleveland Public 
Library, October 11; and Dr. Marty Hale, Dean, School of Library and Infor
mation Management, Emporia State University, November 15. Keep watching 
for more information. 
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Second Annual Nebraska Library 
Commission Colloquium Set 

The Nebraska Library Commission Colloquium, Changing 
Roles and Realities: Re-Membering Our Profession, is 
intended to bring together librarians, media specialists, and 
other information professionals to explore and discuss issues 
related to our changing realities and roles. On September 13, 
Dr. Herbert S. White, Professor, School of Library and 
Information Science at Indiana University, will speak on 
"The Importance ofInformation and the Role of Libraries. tt 
On October 11, Marilyn Gell Mason, Director of the 
Cleveland, Ohio Public Library, will make a presentation 
entitled "Back to the Future: Libraries in the Year 2000. tt 

• 

Dr. Martha Hale, Dean 
of the School of Library 
and Information Science 
at Emporia State 
University, in Kansas, 
will close the Sympo
sium on November 15 
with "How Do We Get 
There From Here?". 
Dr. Joan R. Giesecke, 
Associate Dean and 
Associate Professor, 
University of Nebraska
Lincoln Libraries, will 
serve as colloquium 
facilitator for each of the 
three sessions. Regis
tration is $150.00. For 
further information, 
contact Tim Lynch at 
800-742-7691 or 402-
471-2045. 

Nebraska Librarians Featured at Luncheon 

More than 800 library community leaders attended a lunch
eon sponsored by the OCLC Online Computer Library 
Center, Inc. during the American Library Association Con
ference in Chicago on June 25. A video program, featuring 
many Nebraska librarians, detailed the help OCLC and 
volunteer librarians provided to the FBI, in inventorying and 
identifying the owners of more than 20,000 books and manu
scripts stolen from libraries and found in Ottumwa, Iowa. 
Dennis Aiken, FBI Assistant Special Agent in Charge, 
Omaha Division, made a presentation in appreciation of 
OCLe's help with the project. Paul S. Hoffman, Library 
Commission NEBASE-OCLC Coordinator, was one of the 
40 volunteers helping the four OCLC staff members who 
spent a month in the Omaha area working on the project. 
To recognize the volunteer effort, plaques were presented 
to representatives of the sixteen Nebraska and Iowa libra.nes. 
Jacque Mundell, Information Services and NEBASE Drrec
tor, accepted on behalf of the Commission. 

• 

Conference Broadcast Scheduled 

The tenth annual Nebraska Library Commission conference 
for children's librarians and media specialists is scheduled 
for August 18. Presenters will involve the audience as they 
demonstrate the integration of story programs and activities 
with sound and three-dimensional art. For the frrst time, this 
conference will be broadcast from Lincoln by satellite and 
received in Scottsbluff, Chadron, Bassett, McCook, 
Kearney, and Norfolk. For more information, contact Mary 
Jackson, at 800-742-7691 or 402-471-2045 . 

• 
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From the Director: 

At their June 6 meeting in Lincoln, members of the State Advisory Council on Libraries considered the 
evolution and future of library automation in Nebraska. Their discussion underscored the virtually unlimited 
opportunities for library automation. The prevailing question emerging from the discussion concerned the 
desired results of library automation. Too often computer hardware and software fascinate our interest 
without our giving full consideration to their practical application. An immediate and important practical 
application of computer technology is the ability to access remote databases for information location and 
retrieval. The growing array of electronic databases and the value of these resources for information needs 
makes this application alone a valid reason to acquire computer technology. 

Is it realistic to expect that most Nebraska libraries can be access points for computer-delivered 
electronic information? Many already are, and many more will be in the future. The availability of 
computer equipment and communication networks places libraries in a strategic position to provide valuable 
community information services. Computer products are affordable and can be used effectively without 
major cost or significant time for training. Every Nebraska library should include computer equipment in its 
short or long range plan. 

An outcome of the June Council meeting was the recommendation that the Nebraska Library Commis
sion prepare a Vision" and Policy Document for Library Technology. A draft document will be developed for 
further consideration later this year. The document will address long term goals that can be achieved through 
use of computer technology, the kinds of linkages desired among various computer systems, and the require
ments for access to the many existing and developing databases. 

Nebraska libraries have come a long way in using computer technology to improve library operations and 
services. Technological evolution offers tremendous potential for libraries to further improve services to me 
people of Nebraska. 

National Symposium Planned for Omaha 

The 21st Century: The Wilson Symposium on the Future 
of Public Libraries is planned for September 26-29, at the 
Best Western Regency West in Omaha. This conference is 
sponsored by the H.W. Wilson Foundation, the Center for 
the Study of Rural Librarianship, and the Nebraska Library 
Commission, in cooperation with the Rural Library Services 
Committee, Small and Medium-Sized Library Section, Public 
Library Association, and the College of Library Science, 
Clarion University of Pennsylvania. It is intended for librari
ans, trustees, governmental officials, and the interested 
public who are concerned about the future of small and rural 
public libraries in the United States. This symposium is also 
directed to the network, system, and consortium co
ordinators who have responsibility for supporting America's 
infrastructure of public libraries. The symposium seeks to 
determine the nature of the community library for the next 

Rod Wagner 

decade of service, and to develop an action agenda that will 
provide a framework and timetable of development for ruraI 
and smaIl public libraries. Registration is $25.00. For more 
information, contact Tim Lynch at 800-742-7691 or 402-
471-2045. 
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Special Report 

Positions Open 

• Lincoln City Libraries is accepting applications for a 
Head Cataloger. Responsibilities include supervising and 
training catalogers, supervising database quality control 
projects, and cataloging all types of media. Qualifications: 
MLS preferred. Cataloging, and some supervisory experi
ence, and working knowledge of AACR2 cataloging, 
Dewey 20 classification, LC subject headings, OCLC, MARC 
tagging and standard cataloging practices required. Current 
salary range: $21,952.32 - $30,184.95. Proposed new salary 
range: $22,301 - $33,452. Apply at County-City Employ
ment Office, 555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508 by 
September 14, 1990. AAAIEEO. 

• Keene Memorial Public Library in Fremont is accept
ing applications for a Director to administer and coordinate 
all activities. Qualifications: ALA-accredited :MLS and 
four years experience, at least two as a supervisor, required. 
Strong business, public relations and management skills 
needed. Experience in implementing automation desired. 
Salary: $25,452 - $34,092 plus benefits. Send letter of 
application and resume to Janet Larson, Chair, Library 
Board, Keene Memorial Library, 1030 N. Broad, Fremont, 
NE 68025 by September 1,1990. EEO. 

• The Meridian Library System is accepting applications 
for an Administrator to administer on-going and develop
ment services and co-operative programs for a multi-type 
library system. Responsibilities include extensive travel and 
consultation with member libraries. Qualifications: strong 
written and oral communication skills, working knowledge 
of all aspects of library and media center activity, and 
familiarity with library technology. ALA-accredited MLS 
and two years relevant experience required. Salary: $24,600 
- $26,000 plus benefits. Position available immediately. 
Send letter of application, resume, and names of three 
references to: Meridian Library System, 1811 W. Second, 
Suite 340, Grand Island, NE 68803 

• McGoogan Library of Medicine is accepting applica
tions for Systems Librarian. Responsibilities include 
coordinating all library computer systems including the 
current LEON integrated library system and the library's 
Novell local area network, coordinating staff computer 
training, liaison to medical center computing services, trouble 
shooting hardware and software problems, and participating 
in planning and implementation of future automation activi
ties. Qualifications: ALA-accredited MLS or other relevant 

discipline, three years experience with library automation 
preferably in a medical setting, and demonstrated under
standing of current and developing information technology 
required. Salary: $30,000. Faculty appointment with 
appropriate rank, privileges and fringe benefits. Send res
ume and three references to Phyllis Bellows, Administrative 
Assistant, McGoogan Library of Medicine, University 
of Nebraska Medical Center, 600 South 42nd Street, 
Omaha, NE 68198-6705. Review of applications will begin 
August 1, 1990 and continue until candidate is selected. 

• Grand Island Public Library is accepting applications 
for Director. Responsibilities include administration and 
supervisor of all library activities. Qualifications: ALA-ac
credited MLS and five years professional experience with 
two years in a management or supervisory capacity required. 
Excellent management skills and familiarity with automated 
library systems desired. Salary: $2,066 - $2,833/monthly, 
plus benefits. Send application, resume, and names of three 
references to Mayor Chuck Baasch, City Hall, Box 1968, 
Grand Island, NE 68802 by August 15,1990. 

• The City of Omaba is accepting applications for the po
sition of Librarian I in the Omaba Public Library. This 
position involves entry level, professional library work in 
various phases of library operations within the municipal 
library system. This may include reference work, data base 
searching, materials selection, program planning, children's 
programming, and supervision of para-professional and clerical 
employees. Qualifications: Graduation from a recognized 
college or university, supplemented by one year of graduate 
level study leading to a MLS or any equivalent combination 
of experience and training. Salary: $24,252. Apply: Mary 
Ann Olson, City of Omaha, Personnel Department, 1819 
Farnam Street, Suite 506, Omaha, NE 68183 by August 3, 
1990. 

• 

The Nebraska Library Commission Jobline lists 
professional and paraprofessional library posi
tions available in Nebraska or surrounding 
states. Information about positions in academic, 
special, public, or state libraries can be accessed 
by calling 800-742-7691 or 402-471-2045 (ask 
for Jobline) or by FAX 402-471-2083. To place 
a job ad in Jobline, send the Library Commission 
a notice of the opening, stating qualifications, 
salary and benefits, and a closing date. 
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Special Report 

NEBRASKA 

TRUSTEES HANDBOOK 

Nebraska public library trustees face demanding decisions 
in leading the development of their libraries. Trustees will 
soon be receiving a handbook providing information and 
assistance to guide those decisions. The Nebraska Trustees 
Handbook is an extensive information and training resource 
for new and experienced trustees. The handbook is a joint 
publication of the Nebraska Library Commission and the 
Trustees, Users and Friends Section of the Nebraska Library 
Association. It was compiled by Sally Hamilton, Fern Heim, 
Gale Kosalka, Margaret Mills, Jim Minges, and Marjorie 
O'Reilly. Georgia Robertson served as editor. 

The handbook is a detailed guide which will be useful 
for: 

• Step-by-step study of trustee responsibilities. 

• Reference, as specific issues and needs occur. 

• Forms, examples, and other documents to provide 
concrete assistance. 

Contents of the handbook include: 

• Trustees and legal issues, including the legal basis for 
public libraries, the legal powers of boards of trustees, the 
manner in which library boards are established, appropriate 
board operation, and issues of legal liability . 

• Board policy decisions, including extensive lists of the 
types of issues which should be addressed in a policy 
manual. 

. The Nebraska public library development program, 
including information about public library guidelines and 
accreditation, certification for public librarians, and the 
planning and role setting process for public libraries. 

• Budgeting and funding processes, including a budget 
preparation checklist 

• Personnel issues, with guidance in selection and evalu
ation of the library director. 

• Public and community relations, including working 
with volunteers and friends of the library groups, and 
involvement in the lobbying process. 

• Information about library organizations and associa
tions, guidance on orientation of new trustees, and a glossary 
of library terms. 

The Nebraska Trustees Handbook is being distributed by 
the Nebraska library systems. The handbook is in a looseleaf 
binder to permit future additions and revisions. Both trustees 
and public librarians are encouraged to make use of this new 
information resource. 

• 
Jim Minges 

Library Development Director 
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Special Report 

Output Measures 
in Nebraska Public Libraries 

"I like the addition of this last portion to the 
state report, as it has made me and the hoard 
more aware of the usage of the library and what 
it is used for." 

"Patrons found it difficult to understand why 
we were wanting to know how many items they 
were using in the library. The reshelving took a 
lot of time." 

"Very time-consuming and difficult to collect. 
I sincerely hope there is a reason for aU this!" 

These and other comments were generated by the section in 
the Nebraska Public Library Statistical Report specifying 
total attendance in library, in-library use of materials, and 
total reference transactions.(Section D. "Services perTypi
cal Week"). This section fIrst appeared on the 1988 statisti
cal report for public libraries to alert them to start collecting 
this information for the 1989 report Although the informa
tion and training planned on the output measures did not 
happen during 1989, some libraries did report on these three 
items. Collecting this information is not that simple, espe
cially with the limited staff in most public libraries, though 
volunteers can help library staff collect this information. 

Output Measures/or Public libraries: A Manualo/Stan
dardized Procedures, second edition, is one component of 
the Public Library Development Program, a combination of 
activities and products developed by the Public Library 
Association to assist in planning, measurement, and evalu
ation. It was developed to assist libraries in measuring their 
performance in terms of library services ( outputs) rather than 
library resources (inputs). The manual describes a set of 
measures to evaluate common public library services. 
Instructions are included for collecting, analyzing, and inter
preting data. The items in Section D. of The Nebraska 
Statistical Report are three of the measures of library service 
suggested in OutputMeasures. The Federal-State Coopera
tive System (FSCS) is a national program for the collection 
of similar measurements from public libraries of all sizes. 
Nebraska takes part in this program. The information 
collected in Nebraska can be compared with similar sized 
libraries across the United States to help librarians compare 
their library's performance with others. 

Why measure the library? 

• Most libraries have kept circulation records for years as a 
method to show the use of the library and the library 
collection, and to use for input on budgeting and planning. 
However, circulation is only one measurement of the 
library's total use. 

• Most libraries keep track of books, periodical subscrip
tions, audiovisual materials, etc. added to their collection 
each year to show how funds are used. 

• Most libraries offer programs based on the number of 
individuals that might attend. This is one way to determine 
whether or not the program should be offered. 

• Most libraries keep other measurements, whether for
mally or informally. Usually these measurements have an 
impact on determining the viability of the library, in regards 
to services, budget needs, staff requirements, facility needs, 
future goals, etc. 

The measurements requested on the public library statistical 
report suggest information that can show actual use of the 
library and its materials. Such measurements can further 
justify the library's need for adequate funding, for more 
reference staff, for more staff during specific hours, for more 
displays to catch the user's eye when entering the library, for 
more and newer reference materials, for more study area, 
etc. 

Measurements are merely tools to help in forming viable 
goals and objectives for the library and to determine whether 
they are met. Measurements are used to determine budgets, 
and funding agencies like brief measurements (statistics) 
when a budget is being presented. 

• 
Barbara G. Johnson 

Library Services Coordinator 
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Special Report 

Public Librarian Certification Questions 
Are Answered 

Following are some of the most frequently asked questions 
concerning the Public Librarian Certification Program. A 
revision of the Nebras1ca CertifICation Manual is planned. 
If you have further questions, call Tim Lynch, Continuing 
Education Coordinator, Nebraska Library Commission at 
800-742-7691 or 402-471-2045. 
• What is the difTeren<;e between continuing education 
hours and contact hours? 
One Continuing Education Unit (CEU) equals ten hours of 
instruction or contact hours. The Nebraska Public Librarian 
Certification Program counts contact hours -- actual instruc
tion time. For instance if a program lasts from 9 a.m. to noon, 
we allow three contact hours. However, for example a 
course from a Continuing Education vendor awarding 1.5 
CEUs, would be credited with 15 contact hours for the 
Nebraska Public Library Certification Program. 
• If I only take one "Basic Skills" class, how many 
contact hours wiD I receive? 
You will receive 12 contact hours for one class and 24 for 
two classes. If you take three or four classes, you will receive 
25 contact hours. This applies only to persons who are 
already certified. Those who are not yet certified must 
complete all four classes before certification. Their basic 
skills courses will not count toward the 45 hours of approved 
continuing education contact hours needed for re-certifica
tion. 
• Why do the Basic Skills Classes only count for 25 of the 
45 re-certification hours? 
It was decided by the Certification Committee that only 25 
hours of the 48 hours offered in the complete four Basic 
Skills Courses may count toward the 45 hours necessary for 
recertification. It is felt that earning 45 contact hours over a 
three year period is not an excessive requirement The intent 
is to expose librarians to many different types of continuing 
education experiences, not just the basic skills. 
• If I miss one session of a class due to illness, how may 
I make it up? 
You may ask to test out of the course or take that session of 
the course at another location, perhaps in another system. 
You may also take that session during the next offering. 
• What provision is made for people in process of certi
fication who were not originally certified in 1988? What 
effect does this have on the library's accreditation? 
After 1988, you must meet all the requirements of your level 
at the time you apply. Those applying at levels 1-4 must 

have completed the Basic Skills Training Courses or college 
credit in each of these areas: public library administration; 
public services; organization oflibrary materials; and selec-
tion/collection development. Once certified, you must then '-----./ 
participate in at least 45 hours of approved continuing 
education to be re-certified. Libraries who have just hired 
librarians who are not certified may request a waiver of the 
required guideline, Number 50 (R19) for accreditation. 
Please refer to the manual, Gearing Up/or the Twenty-First 
Century: Guidelines/or Excellence, page 14. Thelibrarian 
must begin the process to become certified by taking the 
basic skills courses, if necessary. 
• Who is keeping track of my contact hours? What are 
my responsibilities regarding keeping track of these hours 
and being re-certified? 
The Nebraska Library Commission is in the process of 
computerizing the record-keeping. Social Security Num
bers are recorded when you register for a system workshop 
and the Library Commission enters the data on a computer 
program. This will enable us to provide you with a transcript 
of the continuing education events that you attended and the 
total number of continuing education contact hours that you 
accumulated. In the near future, you will be asked to send in 
all of the little slips of paper that you have been given at 
different events to verify attendance. You will probably still 
want to keep a record of attendance for yourself. When it 
comes time for re-certification, fill out the form on pages 
24-25 of the Nebras1ca CertifICation Manual anti send it to 
the Library Commission. 
• May I get credit for workshops/classes that aren't '-..../ 
sponsored by the System or the Nebraska Library Com-
~ss~~ -
Yes. There are two ways to do this. One is to have the 
instructor apply for pre-approval for contact hours through 
the Nebraska Library Commission. The other way is to 
submit the form, LEARNING ACTIVITY WRITTEN 
SUMMAR Y, on pages 22-23 in the manual, to the Commis
sion after you attend an event 
• Who is eligible to be certified right now? 
To be certified right now, you must have met all the require
ments for your level. In most cases, this means that you must 
have completed the four basic skills classes or college 
courses in the four subject areas. For more information, see 
the manual. 
• May I enroll in a basic skills class if I am exempt from 
taking it? 
Yes, you may enroll in the course, provided there is room. 
The fee is the same as for credit 

• 
Tim Lynch 

Continuing Education Coordinator 
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Dorothy Lessenhop, known to her many friends as 
Do, died on July 1. Do retired from the Nebraska 
Library Commission in 1975 after a 42 year career, 
during which she served as reference librarian, acting 
executive secretary, and associate director for library 
services. Do received the Nebraska Library Associa
tion's Marl Sandoz award for excellence in perform
ance of professional duties. She served as president of 
the Lincoln Library Club and the Nebraska Library 
Association, and served on the board of the Biblio
graphic Center for Research in Denver. Following her 
retirement, Do was a charter member of the board of 
the Friends of Print-Handicapped Nebraskans. Memo
rials may be sent to the Nebraska Library Association. 

Award Nominations Sought 

The Nebraska Library Association Junior Members Round
table (NE-JMRn is seeking nominations for the following 
awards: 

The Baker and Taylor Grassroots Grant provides finan
cial assistance to attend a state association conference for 
graduate or undergraduate students preparing for careers in 
librarianship. The applicant must be a member ofNE-JMRT 
and the Nebraska Library Association or the Nebraska 
Educational Media Association, and must be a full or part
time student. The Houchen/NE-JMRT Beginning Profes
sional A ward recognizes a librarian or media specialist 
who has made a significant contribution to library/media 
services in his/her initial career years. This cash award is 
supported by Houchen Bindery and the NE-JMRT. The 
Mentor of the Year Award is for individuals that have 

aided in the professional development of junior members 
and have influenced their careers by example. 

Applications and nominations are confidential and must be 
postmarked by September 7,1990. For further information 
and/or the appropriate forms contact Cecilia Slingsby, NE
JMRT Awards Coordinator, Hastings Public Library, P.O. 
Box 849, Hastings, NE 68902,402-461-2346 . 

• 
Special Feature 

Center for the Book Established 

To celebrate International Literacy Year, each month 
Overtones will feature a Nebraska organization 
that fosters literacy through its work. Information 
about these organizations comprising the Nebraska 
Community of the Book is currently being com
piled by the Nebraska Center for the Book, Jane 
Geske, Directory Task Force Chair. 

The Nebraska Center for the Book was approved by the 
Library of Congress National Center for the Book on 
April 23. It is the twenty-third state affiliate with the shared 
responsibility of promoting books, reading, and libraries. A 
group of interested Nebraskans began planning and develop
ment activities for the Center in January, 1989. The 
Nebraska Center for the Book is developiitg a directory of 
the "Nebraska Community of the Book." It will list all 
Nebraska groups that are interested in or promoting books 
and reading. This includes libraries, library associations, 
library systems, publishers, printers, booksellers, book 
collectors, book discussion groups, writer's groups, and 
literary foundations. 

The Center also promotes statewide literacy awareness. The 
video Literacy in Nebraska was produced in cooperation 
with the University of Nebraska at Omaha and can be 
reserved by contacting the Nebraska Library Commission 
Film Service at 800-742-7691. The Center has plans to 
promote Nebraska's Literary Heritage. Ideas include 
developing a Nebraska Literary calendar, updating a 
publication on Nebraska authors, and supporting a 1991 
Nebraska Literature festival. The Center also plans to issue 
a calendar of Nebraska "book events." For more informa
tion, contact The Nebraska Center for the Book, c/o Lincoln 
City Libraries, 136 South 14th St., Lincoln, NE 68508. 

• 
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News of Nebraska Libraries & People 

Marilyn Hautala was appointed Reference Librarian at the University Library, University of Nebraska at Omaha. 

The Nebraska Department of Correctional Services announced the appointment of John O. Arnold as Corrections Library 
Coordinator. John will be located in the Department of Correctional Services central office. 

Frank Kratzer, Library Assistant I in Microfonns, retired May 31 after thirteen years at the University Library, University 
of Nebraska at Omaha. 

The NebraSka Library Commission has hired Dennis Klebe as Computer Services Support Technician. Dennis will assist 
in maintaining and supporting the Commission's various computer based systems and services. Dennis previously coordinated 
the Learning Center at the Elkhorn Valley Campus of the Metropolitan Community College. 

Gretchen Naugle, Director of Technical and Audiovisual Services, left the Library Commission in June to attend Gettysburg 
(P A) Lutheran Seminary. Gretchen served on the Commission staff for over seventeen years. 

Cindy O'Donnell joined the Republican Valley Library System as part-time administrative assistant this spring. 

This spring, Library Commission volunteer Pat Clark and staff Mary Jackson and Sally Snyder worked with the Nebraska 
Library Systems and Juvenile Resource Center librarians to present book reviews on children's books at libraries across 
Nebraska. Another series of book reviews are planned for the fall. 

This summer, the Crawford Public Library and the Retired Senior Volunteer Program are continuing their successful after
school activity program for "latch-key" children. The volunteers encourage reading by showing videos, helping with crafts, 
and reading aloud. 

The April issue of DCLC Micro contains an article by Steve Jonas entitled "Accessing OCLC Using a Macintosh and Red 
Ryder." Steve is the Library Automation Specialist at the Library Commission. 
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Newsletter of the Nebraska Library Commission 

Wayne Hanway, Norfolk Public Library, helpsfind a state document for 
Julie Senden, of the JohnA. Stahl Library, West Point. 

New State Documents Depository Opens 

The Nebraska Library Commission has designated the 
Norfolk Public Library as Nebraska's fifteenth Depository 
of State Government Publications. The Nebraska State 
Documents Depository System is authorized by the 
legislature to ensure easy statewide public access to state 
government publications. The Norfolk Public qbrary~ along 
with the other depository libraries across the state, helps 
patrons find information in state documents. The text of 
many publications is available directly on microfiche. Others 
can be borrowed from the Commission through interlibrary 
loan. 

The Commission is currently reviewing the process for 
selecting Depository Libraries to increase the visibility 
and utilization of state government documents. For more 
information, or to receive the Commission's monthly publi
cation, What's Up Doc?, contact Karen Lusk at 402-471-
2045 or 8oo-742-769l. • 

Vol. 17 No.6 August 1990 

Nebraska Welcome Wins Awards 

Hemmings Motor News, an old car hobby magazine with 
paid circulation close to 300,000, sponsored the 1990 Great 
American City Award during Interstate Batteries' eighth 
annual Great American Race. The race is a 13-day rally for 
cars built 1940 or earlier. This year, 120 cars, trucks, fire 
engines and assorted other vehicles vied for $250,000 in 
prize money. Hemmings donated $613.63 to public libraries 
in each of the 22 cities visited by the Great Race. Three 
grand prizes were awarded to libraries in cities racers judged 
the welcome to be warmest, based on crowd turnout and 
enthusiasm, hospitality, food, and "other creature comforts." 
Farmington, NM, won $5,000; Grand Island, NE came in 
second for a prize of $3,000; and York, NE was awarded 
$2,000 for their public libraries. 

• 
Commission Offers Labels 

The Library Commission maintains a variety of current lists 
that can be useful for library public relations. We will supply 
mailing labels, upon request. Labels can be generated in zip 
code order and by library system area for $10.00 per batch or 
l.5 cents per label, whichever cost is greater. To encourage 
the promotion of library services throughout Nebraska, the 
Commission will provide mailing labels at no cost to profes
sional organizations and agencies whose purposes and goals 
are similar to those of the Commission. Some of these 
include the Nebraska Library Association, Nebraska 
Educational Media Association, Mountain Plains Library 
Association, American Library Association, Lincoln 
Library Association, Metropolitan Area Librarians Club 
(Omaha), Library Systems, and State Agencies. For more 
information, call Mary Geibel, 402-471-2045 or 800-742-
769l. 

• 
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From the Director: 

The fIrst library that I used as a child was at the top of a steep, long flight of stairs. I enjoyed going there 
and searching for books to read, as did many other children and adults. Unfortunately, that library was not 
available to anyone unable to challenge the many steps leading to its entrance. To their credit, several years 
ago the people of that community built a fIne new library, ground level, which is available to all who wish to 
use it. Many other communities in Nebraska have also improved their library facilities to make them acces
sible to persons with disabilities. There are many more libraries which are still not available to these 
individuals. 

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, enacted by the U.S. Congress, forbids discrimination against persons 
with disabilities by recipients of federal funds. Libraries receiving federal funds were required to make their 
services available to all. Nebraska libraries receiving federal Library Services and Construction Act Title 11 
funds have been required to provide for handicapped accessibility in their building plans. New federal 
legislation, the Americans with Disabilities Act, recently enacted by the Congress and signed by the 
President strengthens requirements and affIrms the right to access public facilities. The new legislation is 
far reaching, covering public transit, communications, employment, buildings, and many other facilities and 
services. 

Libraries which provide home delivery and make other efforts to serve persons with disabilities are to be . 
commended. But those efforts are not equal to the access afforded to those who are able to explore, on their 
own, the many resources of libraries. The new federal legislation, overwhelmingly adopted by the Congress, 
establishes national policy. Some 43 million Americans who have some form of physical disability can no 
longer be discriminated against. Efforts must continue to assure that persons with disabilities receive the 
benefIts of library resources and services. Progress has been made toward realizing this goal, but much 
remains to be done. 

Literacy Conference Set 

"Literacy in Nebraska: ABetter Life Through Networking" 
is the statewide literacy conference to be held November 15 
and 16, at the Villager Motor Inn in Lincoln. The conference 
is sponsored by the statewide coalition, Coordinators for 
Adult Literacy, and is funded in part by a grant from the 
Nebraska Humanities Council. The conference will feature 
various literacy providers and organizations in Nebraska and 
examine the ramifications of being unable to read. The 
economic, political, and social implications of literacy will 
be discussed. The keynote speech will explore the applica
tions of technology to literacy training. 

To register, send a check for $35.00, payable to "Coordina
tors for Adult Literacy" to: Dr. Leonard Hill, 4538 Knox, 
Lincoln, NE 68504. For information, contact Dick Allen, 
Library Commission, 402-471-2045 or 800-742-7691. 

• 
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Special Feature 

Association Dedicated to Improving 
Learning Environments 

To celebrate International Literacy Year, each month 
Overtones will feature a Nebraska organization that 
fosters literacy through its work. Information about 
these organizations comprising the Nebraska 
Community of the Book is currently being com
piled by the Nebraska Center for the Book, Jane 
Geske, Directory Task Force Chair. 

The Nebraska Educational Media Association is an asso
ciation of Nebraska school media specialists, open to all 
persons working with and interested in educational media. 
The purpose of the organization is to provide leadership in 
the effective use of educational media in instruction; the 
improvement of learning environments; professional devel
opment of those responsible for the educational process; and 
the promotion of research in media and other multisensory 
materials of instruction. The Association promotes the 
written word at annual conventions and through articles 
in the quarterly newsletter, NEMA News. For more 
information contact President Jon Wibbels, ESU #10, West 
Highway 30, Kearney, Nebraska 68848-0850. 

• 
Get a "Head Start" on NEON 

NEBASE and Library Development at the Nebraska Library 
Commission announce a "head start" on costs for NEON -
the Nebraska state database on OCLC. Libraries can provide 
fast, efficient resource sharing services for patrons by using 
this direct access to holdings information and the OCLC 
Interlibrary Loan System. 

"Head Start" funds have been allocated for thirty new 
NEON user libraries and media centers. Successful appli
cants will have access to a $500 account, to be applied to 
start-up and activity charges on NEON. Priority will be given 
to those with substantial current or potential use of the 
resource sharing network, who are willing to lend as well as 
borrow, and who will have a PC, modem, and printer before 
training is scheduled. Funds may not be used to purchase 
equipment. Once the start-up funds are expended, libmries 
are expect~ to assume continuing costs for NEON access. 

September 15, 1990 is the deadline for the fIrst round of 
applications. Funds not awarded this fall will be offered 
during a second round in 1991. For applications or informa
tion, contact Jacqueline Mundell at the Library Commission 
402-471-2045 or 800-742-7691, or your Library System 
Administrator. 

• 
Positions Open 

Fairbury Public Library is accepting applications for 
Library Director. Responsibilities include administration 
and coordination of all activities. QualifIcations: MLS plus 
2 years experience, or certifIed libmrian with at least 2 years 
experience as supervisor. Salary: Negotiable, including 
excellent benefIts. Position available January 2, 1991. 
Send letter of application, resume and 3 references by 
October 1, 1990 to Dianna Else, Chair, Library Board, 
Fairbury Public Library, 601 7th St, Fairbury, NE 68352. 

• 
Hastings Public Library is accepting applications for 
Assistant Director. Responsibilities include young adult, 
outreach and reference services, as well as library public 
relations. QualifIcations: ALA-MLS required, plus two 
years of relevant experience and skills in reference, 
computers, collection development, oral and written com
munication. Salary: $19,872 - 26,147. Send resume and 
three work- related references to Linda Rea, Director, Hastings 
Public Library, P.O. Box 849, Hastings, NE 68902. EEO. 
Applications will be accepted (at least) through September 
1, 1990 or until position is fIlled. 

• 
The Nebraska Library Commission is accepting applica
tions for Information Resources Libmrian (Librarian III). 
Responsibilities include coordinating collection develop
ment; supporting the Commission's information services 
and library development functions, including information, 
consultation, referral, and training in collection develop
ment for the state's libmries; serving as Librarian for the 
Library Resource Center; and providing back-up general 
reference service. QualifIcations: ALA/MLS and relevant 
experience. Salary: $22,522 plus 5% after 6 months, excel
lent benefits. Applications received by September 21, 1990 
will be given fIrst consideration. Send letter of application, 
resume, and names of three references to Doreen Kuhlmann, 
Business Manager, Nebraska Library Commission, 1420 P 
Street, Lincoln, NE 68508. AA/EEO. 

• 
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News of Nebraska Libraries & People 
I 

Tim Lynch was selected 1990 Nebraska Library Commission Employee of the Year from nominations submitted by 
staff. Tim's contrib.utions to the improvement of Nebraska library education were among factors cited in his nomination. 

The Goodall City Library in Ogallala instituted a home delivery service for patrons unable to come to the library due to 
physical limitations. Staff will pick up and deliver materials requested by phone. 

A. James Bothmer was appointed Project Director of the Consumer Health Information Resource Services at the Univer
sity of Nebraska Medical Center, McGoogan Library of Medicine. 

The Nebraska Library Commission promoted Jacqueline MundeD to Director of Library and Information Services, with 
responsibility for Public and Technical Services, Interlibrary Loan, Library Resource Center, Film and Audio-Visual 
Services, and the Nebraska Publications Clearinghouse. She remains the Director of NEBASE, Nebraska's OCLC 
Network. 

Pat Leach has been appointed Branch Supervisor at South Branch Library, Lincoln City Libraries. 

Gayle Stock, who completed her term on the Library Commission in June, has been appointed by Governor Orr to a six
year term on the State Real Estate Commission. Gayle is also a former member of the Nebraska Educational Television 
Commission. 

Belinda Ogden, Library Commission data terminal systems operator and assistant to Library and Information Services 
and NEBASE, received a scholarship from the Nebraska Library Association Paraprofessional Roundtable to attend the 
Fourth Annual Conference of Library Assistants in New Jersey, on June 12 and 13. 

John Y. Cole, Director, Center for the Book, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C., and English Professor Emeritus Robert 
Knoll, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, will be the featured speakers at the dedication of the Nebraska Center for the Book, 
September 15, 1l:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at Alumni House, University of Nebraska-Omaha. All members of the Nebraska Center J 
for the Book and other interested persons are invited. 

The Hastings Public Library has been awarded $22,141 under the FY 90 Library Literacy Program, Title VI of the Library 
Services and Construction Act 
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Ellen Snow demonstrates the use o/Ta/lcing Book. machines. 

System Workshops Held 

Nebraska Library Commission staff made presentations at 
September workshops in Alliance and Kearney sponsored 
by Panhandle and Republican Valley Library Systems. Ellen 
Snow and Dave Oertli of the Nebraska Library for the Blind 
and Physically Handicapped joined Brenda Behsman of the 
North Platte Public Library Talking Books Program to 
present information on how to enhance services for older 
library users. They explained how to access large print 
materials, talking books and magazines, as well as dexterity 
aids. Mary Jackson, Sally Snyder, and Pat Clark of the 
Library Commission joined local System reviewers to pres
ent short reviews of nearly one hundred new children's 
books. 

• 
Commission Approves Budget Request 

At their September 7 meeting, members of the Nebraska 
Library Commission approved staff recommendations for 
the State 1991-93 Biennium Budget request. It includes an 
overall 9% state general fund increase for Commission 
operating expenses and state aid to libraries. The request is 
based in part on cost increases for communications, postage, 

data processing, building rental,library materials, and eq uip
ment needs. The budget request reflects both increases in 
rates and in service use, particularly in computer-related 
services and services of the Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped. 

The Biennium Budget request includes a 10% increase in 
state aid to public libraries. The aid request is based on the 
use of aid funds for library materials, and the increase in cost 
of library materials at rates exceeding an annual 10% 
inflation factor. An increase in aid funds is also requested 
for regional and urban library systems. Federal Library 
Services and Construction Act funds are estimated at 1989-
90 appropriation levels. 

In other action, Commissioners approved an $1,500 grant to 
Contact Center, Inc. for support of the toll free Literacy 
Hotline. Commissioners also approved new Nebraska Insti
tutional library Guidelines, received a progress report on 
the Library Resource Sharing Review project, and approved 
a contract with the University of Nebraska at Omaha to 
complete a study concerning cooperative information serv
ices and facilities. 

• 
Information Age "Bill of Rights" 

Approved 

The U.S. National Commission on Libraries and Informa
tion Science has unanimously approved a major federal 
policy document, Principles of Public Information. It 
is recommended for use in the development of information 
policies by all branches of the federal government as well as 
state and local governments and the private sector. The 
policy document is based on the concept that "public infor
mation is information owned by the people and held in trust 
by the government" and that the people must have "open 
and uninhibited access" to public information. For a copy 
of the .full text of the documents, contact Mary Geibel, at the 
Library Commission, 402-471-2045 or 800-742-7691. 

• 
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From the Director: 

By now, several states have held state level conferences preceding the 1991 White House Conference 
on Library and Information Services. Within the next six months other states will complete their state 
conferences. A major difference in the events preceding the 1991 White House Conference and its 1979 
predecessor is that states now have significantly more autonomy in determining what issues and recom
mendations will be developed and addressed at the state level, and how those recommendations will be 
developed. 

The considerable latitude allowed in state level activities has yielded a diversity in approaches to 
state pre-White House Conferences. Nebraska's pre-White House Conference planning has been based 
on the view that the 1991 White House Conference and state activities are not focused exclusively on 
libraries. The Nebraska focus is on people and how they get, use, or do not use, information for personal 
or job-related needs. A survey distributed a few months ago to 5,000 Nebraskans has resulted in 
responses that confirm some of our assumptions, and add to understanding of the role and value of infor
mation in our society. The survey results are being refined into a follow-up mailing asking respondents 
to rate priorities among needs and possible library and information services solutions. The second round 
of questions and responses will be used in developing the themes and issues for the Nebraska Conference 
on Library and Information Services to be held in February, 1991. 

The Nebraska pre-White House Conference model recognizes that information is a resource required 
for personal as well as organizational success. No one entity holds an exclusive franchise to collect and 
distribute information. Thus, Nebraska Information Partnerships was selected as the motivating theme to 
recognize the various public and private partnerships needed to effectively manage, access, and distribute 
information. 

Nebraska's pre-White House Conference activities have already established some new information 
partnerships. In the few months ahead additional partnerships will result from the selection of one 
hundred delegates to the February conference, and the involvement of those delegates in generating ideas 
on how library and information services can be delivered for the benefit of the people of Nebraska. 

Year of the Environment Contest 
Announced 

Students in grades four through twelve are eligible to enter 
Nebraska Educational Television's Y ear of the Environment 
Essay Contest and compete for prizes and recognition. The 
essay theme is "What I Can Do for Nebraska's Environ
ment. ' , Contest details are being distributed to schools 
throughout Nebraska, and are available by writing Essay 
Contest Rules, Nebraska Educational Television Informa
tion Department, P.O. Box 83111, Lincoln, NE 6850l. 

• 
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Special Feature 

The Lone Tree Literary Society 

To celebrate International Literacy Year, each month 
Overtones will feature a Nebraska organization 
that fosters literacy through its work. Information 
about these organizations comprising the Nebraska 
Community of the Book is currently being com
piled by the Nebraska Center for the Book, Pat 
Peterson, Directory Task Force Chair. 

The Lone Tree Literary Society preserves the childhood 
impressions and promotes the literary works and photo
graphic achievements of Wright Morris. Wright Morris was 
born January 6, 1910 in Central City and later lived in 
Omaha, Chicago, and California. He began combining 
writing with photography in 1936. In 1947, he was awarded 
a Guggenheim Fellowship for his book The Home Place. In 
1956, he received the National Book Award for his novel, 
The Field o/Vision and the same award again in 1980 for his 
novel,PlainsSong. His 1981 memoir, Will'sBoy,recreates 
the early years of his life in the midwest 

The Lone Tree Literary Society supports the Wright Morris 
collection at the Hard's Memorial Library in Central City. It 
has also purchased or identified a number of buildings and 
places in Merrick County associated with Wright Morris. 
For membership information, contact President Barbara 
Gorgen, 1818 16th Avenue, Central City, NE 68826 . . 

• 

A Job To Be Done, a new public television 
special airing October 21 at 8 p.m. as part of 
Project Literacy U.S. (PLUS), examines the 
lack of basic skills training in the workplace. 
A Job to Be Done highlights various large and 
small businesses that are successfully increasing 
quality and productivity by boosting the basic 
educational skills of their workers. For more 
information about library partnerships that bene
fit the workplace, contact Mary Jo Ryan at the 
Library Commission, 402-471-2045 or 800-742-
7691. 

Nebraska Gets 
Preservation Planning Grant 

Nebraska recently became one of the first states to receive a 
grant for the development of a statewide preservation plan 
from the National Endowment for the Humanities. $33,350 
was awarded to the Nebraska Library Commission as fiscal 
agent for the project. The project director is Katherine 
Walter, Chair of the Serials Department at UNL and chair of 
the Nebraska Documents Preservation Advisory Council, a 
coalition of organizations with statewide responsibility for 
paper-based collections of materials and records. The Nebraska 
Documents Preservation Advisory Council, formed in 1988, 
includes the Nebraska Library Commission, Nebraska State 
Historical Society, the Nebraska Records Management Division 
of the Secretary of State's Office, the University of Nebraska 
Libraries, NEBASE (Nebraska's OCLC Network), the Ne
braska Library . Association, the Nebraska Humanities 
Council, the Nebraska Library Systems, the Nebraska 
Literary Heritage As-
sociation, PICKLE 
(private Independent 
Colleges' Key Library 
Executives), and 
Nebraska Conserva
tion Committee. 

The preservation plan 
will iden tify preserva
tion needs and priori
ties for paper docu
ments and records. 
Solutions to problems 
will be proposed based 
on surveys of records 
repositories and ideas 
raised at planning 
meetings. Forty dele
gates from across the 
state have been invited 
to participate in the 
process. The Nebraska 
Library Commission · 
representative on the 
Nebraska Documents 
Preservation Advisory 
Council is Jacqueline 
Mundell, Director of 
Library and Informa
tion Services and 
NEBASE . 

• 
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Special Report 

Intergenerational Programming 
in the Library 

The 65+ age group is one of the fastest growing segments of 
the United States population. This is especially true in 
Nebraska, as younger individuals migrate to other areas for 
education, employment, etc. Estimates show that the 65+ 
population in Nebraska increased 7.4% between 1980 and 
1988. Individuals in this age group are described in various 
ways: senior citizen, golden-ager, aged, third-ager, and 
others. Some terms can be derogatory or demeaning, but the 
term "older adult" seems to describe the "aging" individual 
without threat 

Some public libraries have programs or services for the older 
adult, including homebound services and nursing home 
collections. One example of these services is the Older 
Adults Reading Club. The Baldwin Public Library, 
Birmingham, MI, won an award from the Library Public 
Relations Council for a brochure promoting its Older Adults 
Reading Club. Entitled, "How to Check Out a Library Book 
Without Leaving Home," the brochure includes a descrip
tion of services, a tear-off application, and a tear-off 
bookmark. 

Some public libraries have also started intergenerational 
library programs, often sponsored with special funds or 
grants. Julie Rinehart, former Meridian Library System 
administrator, made a presentation on library services for 
the older adult at the Nebraska Library Association spring 
meetings this year. To request the handouts from the pres
entation, contact Mary Giebel at the Library Commission, 
800-742-7691 or 402471-2045. They include a Bibliogra
phy, Guidelines for Library Services to an Aging Population, 
Ergonomic Checklist for Libraries Serving Older People, 
Library Roles for Serving Older Adults, and Library 
Programming Ideas for Older Adults. 

One of the books listed in the bibliography is lntergenera
tional Programming in Libraries; a Manual by Marilyn V. 
Green, South Bay Cooperative Library System (California), 
1982. It gives many suggestions for programs and resources. 
The main feature is an intergenerational summer reading 
program, with background and specifics on how to do it. The 
Nebraska 1991 summerreadingprogram, Western Frontier 
would be a perfect topic for an intergenerational library 
program. The book also describes several workshops to help 
staff plan and implement intergenerational programming. 

They include a brainstorming session to come up with ideas, 
as well as workshops on aging and sessions on working with 
children and older people in the same setting. There are also 
many s~ggestions for programs involving children, teens, 
and older adults. 

Some other ideas and suggestions for intergenerational 
programming are: 

• Have an older adult tell a story at the regular children's 
story hour. The adult might tell a favorite story or a real 
life experience. 

• Hold a combined story hour for the young and older 
adults. Both groups could tell stories to each other. 

• Have a book/short story/magazine article discussion 
group with teens and older adults. 

• Pair older adults with younger children or teens after 
school. They can help with homework or staff a special 
after school program. A partnership program developed 
by the Retired Senior Volunteer Program and the Crawfocd 
Public Library is a good example of this. Retired vol
unteers encourage reading by showing videos, helping 
with crafts, and reading aloud to youngsters after school 
and during the summer. 

• Schedule programs designed for young and older 
individuals on topics of interest to both. For example 
individual and/or home safety for latch-key children 
and older adults could be presented by a police or fire 
safety officer. Programs on health and nutrition or 
programs to present consumer information could be 
provided by. the County Extension Agent 

Intergenerational programming can take many forms in the 
library. A few suggestions are listed above. The li_brary can 
capitalize on the rapport that young people and older adults 
can develop. 

• 
Barbara G. Johnson 

Library Services Coordinator 

NOTE: For information about the Older Adult Readers 
Club, including a copy of the brochure, call the Adult 
Reading Department at 313-647-1700 or write Baldwin 
Public Library, 3OOW. Merrill St.,P.O. Box 3002, Birming
ham, MI 48012. 
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Special Report 

Nebraska Public Libraries and AIDS 

Librarians are specialists in managing information resources 
and connecting patrons with the right materials to meet their 
information needs. Providing appropriate and accurate 
information on AIDS presents a librarian with a special 
challenge. Because it may be difficult for patrons to ask for 
this information, materials should be made available for 
browsing. In addition, patrons may need referrals to other 
resources. Therefore, brochures of other appropriate com
munity organizations should also be prominently displayed. 

Many requests for AIDS materials will come from young 
adults working on school reports. Because new material on 
AIDS is published every month, it is important that these 
students receive .ti.!rully and accurate information. 

AIDS is a disease, for which there is presently no cure, nor 
is there a vaccine to prevent its transmission. Education is 
the only barrier to stop the spread of this disease. It is also 
the only barrier to stop the spread of misconceptions and 
fears about AIDS and the people who have AIDS. These 
fears are the result of the fact that a large section of the 
American popUlation know little, if anything, about this 
deadly disease. Librarians can playa very important role in 
AIDS education, in helping distinguish facts from rumors, in 
conquering irrational fears, or at least putting our fears to 
work to stop the AIDS epidemic. 

Although factual information should not be considered 
controversial, librarians may fmd that parts of some AIDS 
materials could cause problems in some communities. Warren 
Rosmarin in AIDS and Public librarians: Some of the 
Legal Issues, Public Libraries, Winter, 1988, pp. 200-201 
reminds us, 

"If ever an issue has cried out for the 
widest distribution of accurate informa
tion, the AIDS crisis is it. If ever the 
librarian has needed to fulfill the role of 
provider of that information or referrer 
to those who can, that time is now. 

There are lots of books and articles about 
the AIDS crisis. Some of the materials 
are very explicit So what? For those 
patrons who need to be told, the phrases 
'exchanging fluids' or 'anal intercourse' 

The San 

might not be explicit enough without fuller 
explanation. Let's provide it. If we, as 
librarians, do our job, while doctors and 
scientists do theirs, maybe we will save 
some lives or help people better under
stand the issues until the happy time arrives 
when we can forget about the legal ramifi-
cations and file the books about the AIDS 

our libraries." 

AIDS Project of the AIDS Memorial 
Quilt from Oct. 20-21, 1990 in the Agriculture Hall at the 
Nebraska State Fair Park in Lincoln. This display will 
feature panels made by and for people from Nebraska and 
surrounding states. 

The NAMES Project was established in 1987 in response to 
the devastation of the San Francisco community by AIDS. 
Since it appeared in its entirety in 1987 on the mall of 
Washington D.C., the Quilt has been displayed in numerous 
cities across the United States. 

The Quilt serves in the battle against AIDS in three ways: 

• It reveals the names and lives behind the statistics. 
Individuals and governments are confronted with 
the urgency and enormity of the epidemic and need for 
an immediate and compassionate response to the crisis. 

• It builds a powerful and creative symbol of remem
brance and hope; one that links diverse people in the 
shared expression of their grief, pain and rage. 

• It encourages donations in local communities. Desper
ately needed funds are raised for people living with 
AIDS and mv infection. 

For more information about the project 
or to volunteer, write or call: 

In Lincoln: Quilt Project, 1701 E St., Lincoln. NE 68508 
402-476-3715 

In Omaha: Quilt Project. 2912 Lynnwood Drive, 
Omaha, NE 68123 

402-291-6781 
For more information about AIDS 

and other related diseases: Call the AIDS Hotline in Omaha 
at 3424233 or Statewide at 1-800-782-AlDS. 

Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday, 
and 6-11 p.m. every night 
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Library Resources on AIDS 

October is AIDS Awareness Month. The following list of 
resources should be useful to librarians attempting to pro
vide appropriate and accurate information on AIDS. 

• Video Resources from Nebraska Film Services: 

COMMON THREADS: Stories/rom the Quill. Academy 
Award for Best Documentary Feature. Narrated by Dustin 
Hoffm~. Music by Bobby McFerrin. 80 minutes. 1/2" 
VHS (video) (804945) 

In 1987, the NAMES Project in San Francisco 
established the AIDS Memorial Quilt to com
memorate the thousands of lives lost to AIDS. 
The film celebrates the unique personalities and 
achievements of five individuals whose stories 
reflect the diversity and the common tragedy of 
those who have died of AIDS. The film inter
weaves their personal histories with an objective, 
yet pointed, chronology of the epidemic's devel
opment 

WE BRING A QUILT ••• Narrated by Robert Wagner. 
30 minutes. 1/2" VHS (video) (804864) 

This video chronicles the historic weekend in 
October of 1988, when the NAMES Project Quilt 
returned to Washington. 

DON'T GET IT! 1/2" VHS (video) (804521) 

DON'T GET IT!, a 1989 winner of several 
awards, employs a variety of approaches to make 
the point that AIDS is a fearsome disease that 
can be prevented. This production should be 
most effective with preteens and younger teens. 
They will be entertained, but not amused, by the 
fast-paced format that alternates accurate infor
mation from health officials with teen-on-the
street attitudes and reflections, accompanied by 
rap music and visuals. 

• Talking Book and Braille Resources from the 
Nebraska Library for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped: 

AIDS: Deadly Threat. Cassette. By Alvina and Virginia 
Silverstein. Enslow Publishers, Hillsdale, New Jersey. 
C1986. Narrated by Phil Regensdorf. (RC 25945) 

This is a straightforward account of the AIDS 
. virus. It includes discussions of the controversy 
surrounding its discovery, why it is a serious 
threat, why it spread at such an alarming rate, 
myths about the disease, and efforts toward find
ing a cure. It is designed for high school and adult 
readers. (Bibliography included.) 

THE ESSENTIAL AIDS FACT BOOK: What You Need 
to Know to Protect Yourself, Your Family, AU Your Loved 
Ones. Cassette and braille. Prepared in cooperation with 
Columbia University Health Service by Paul Harding Douglas 
and Laura Pinsky. Published by Pocket Books, New York. 
C 1987. Narrated by Ralph Lowenstein. (RC 26933) (BR 
07254) 

This introduction to AIDS addresses cause, trans
mission, patterns of illness, and treatment. It 
includes information on the mv antibody test, 
how to avoid the AIDS-associated virus (HIV), 
and discrimination against people with AIDS. 
Listings of national and state organizations, hot
line numbers, and mv antibody testing sites are 
included. (Bibliography included.) 

• Print Resources Recommended for Libraries: 

THE AIDS BENEFITS HANDBOOK: Everything You 
Need to Know to Get Social Security, Welfare, Medicaid, 
Medicare, Food Stamps, Housing, Drugs and other Benefits. 
By Thomas P. McCormack. Published by Yale University 
Press. Publication date, 1990. 

This book is an important resource for anyone 
who has AIDS, as well as for spouses, family, and 
friends. The book tells the ins and outs of the 
system. The appendix includes lists of organiza
tions and addresses by state. 

EPITAPHS FOR THE UVING: Word and Images in 
the Time 0/ AIDS. By Billy Howard. Published in 1989 
by Southern Methodist University Press. 

This work presents a social, humanistic side of 
AIDS. Persons with AIDS were asked to write 
their own epitaphs, words that they would like to 
leave society. From their own words, we come to 
understand what it is like to live with "the virus." 

For more information on these and other AIDS-related 
materials, contact Tim Lynch, Nebraska Library Commis
sion, 1420 P Street, Lincoln NE, 68508, 402-471-2045 or 
800-742-7691. 
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. The American Library Association has developed a free kit 
of library programming materials for the new prime-time 
PBS series and telecourse Race to Save the Planet. The kit 
includes a poster, library program and promotion ideas, clip 
art, bibliography, video list, and information on the series 
and course. Librarians may request one from ALA Video 
and Special Projects, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611. 
Race to Save the Planet will premiere on PBS in October. 
The ten-part series and college-level telecourse provides a 
picture of the effects of human activity on the environment 

. today and offers solutions for individuals, governments, and 
industry to consider. 

• 
Children's Conference Is 

First Tele-Conference 

The Nebraska Library Commission's Tenth Annual Confer
ence for children's librarians and media specialists blazed a 
technological trail this year with the program, Arts into 
Literature Equals Enchantment, held August 18th. The 
program originated in Lincoln and was telecast to three 
locations, enabling attendees in Kearney, Scottsbluff and 
Norfolk to participate in the day's activities. Approximately 
flfty librarians, media specialists, elementary teachers, and 
head-start teachers who would have been unable to travel to 
Lincoln, were able to view and hear the entire conference via 

television. All participated in the movement and visual arts, 
hands-on activities. The conference emphasized the bene
fits of adding art experiences to children's programming. 
Presenters included Dr. Larry Lusk, Associate Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences, University of Nebraska
Lincoln; Esther Nelson, New York dance specialist; 
Kit Voorhees, Outreach and Education Coordinator, Lied 
Center for the Performing Arts; and Nancy Childs, 1990 
Nebraska Young Artist of the Year. 

Evaluations from all locations, including Lincoln, indicate 
that conference attendees value the opportunity to attend 
continuing education events without traveling great dis
tances. Plans are in process to telecast future programs, 
including the Public Services Section of the Basic Skills 
Classes this Spring. 

• 

~~Nebraska 
.~I Information 17iJS: Partnerships 

Nominations are currently being accepted for delegates to 
the 1991 Nebraska Pre-White House Conference on Library 
and Information Services: Nebraska In/ormation Partner
ships. The conference is an opportunity for leaders in the 
information fields and concerned citizens to meet and dis
cuss the present and future information and knowledge 
needs of Nebraskans. One hundred delegates will meet at the 
Best Western Regency West in Omaha from February 24-26, 
1991 to discuss these issues. Eight delegates from the 
Nebraska conference will be selected to represent Nebraska 
at the White House Conference on Library and Information 
Services to be held July 9-13, 1991 in Washington, D.C. 
Travel, lodging, and meal expenses will be reimbursed for 
both the state and national delegates. Self-nominations are 
permitted. In the interests of ensuring broad representation, 
we encourage nominees of all ages, educational, and ethnic 
backgrounds. To receive a delegate nomination form and a 
statement of the qualifications and the responsibilities of 
delegates, contact Mary Geibel at the Nebraska Library 
Commission at 402-471-2045 or 800-742-7691. 

• 
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News of ~ebraska Libraries & People 

The Nebraska Library Commission has received a request for used books and periodicals from East Africa. 
The K. Executive Club is soliciting materials for the use of its members and the "rehabilitation of our national libraries. " 
Nebraska libraries are asked to please send materials to M.J. Collins, Executive Secretary, K. Executive Club, P.O. Box 
3092, Kampala, Uganda, East Africa. 

Doreen Kuhlmann, Nebraska Library Commission Business Manager was selected agency Manager of the Year. 
Doreen's organizational skills, supervisory effectiveness, and her ability to improve procedures were among factors cited 
in her nomination. 

The Omaha W. Dale Clark Library gallery is currently showing an exhibit of regional fine presses featuring a photo 
essay of book artists at work. The gallery is located on the fourth floor of the library and will be open to the public during 
regular library hours through October 12. 

Kate Wakefield has joined the Library Commission as Administrative Assistant for the Department of Libnuy and 
Information Services and NEBASE. She recently moved to Lincoln from Walla, Washington where she supervised the 
ILL office at Wakefield College. 

The Lydia Bruun Woods Memorial Library in Falls City announces the appointment of Catherine Maddox as 
Children's Assistant 

Thomas Harvey, Principal at Omaha North High School, has been appointed by Governor Orr to a three-year term as 
Commissioner for the Nebraska Library Commission. 

o 
,..,w_ 

FORWARDING & RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Overtones/September 

BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Permit No. 212 

Lincoln, NE 



Overtones • Lf 
Newsletter of the Nebraska Library Commission Vol. 17 No.8 October 1990 

Library Commission Director Rod Wagner welcomes participants 
10 lhe Wilson Symposium. 

Future of Rural Public Libraries 
Considered 

From thirty states and two foreign countries, some 240 
people came to Omaha September 26 - 29, to consider and 
discuss the future of public libraries at the Wilson Sympo
sium on the Future 0/ Public Libraries. The Symposium 
was made possible through major funding from the H.W. 
Wilson Foundation. Sponsors of the event included the 
H.W. Wilson Foundation, the Center for the Study of Rural 
Librarianship, and the Nebraska Library Commission in 
cooperation with the Rural Library Services Committee of 
the Small and Medium-Sized Library Section, Public 
Library Association, and the College of Library Science at 
Clarion University of Pennsylvania. 

According to Dr. Bernard Vavrek, Coordinator of the Center 
for the Study of Rural Librarianship, the Symposium repre
sented a quasi White House Conference on small and rural 
libraries. Presentations were made by futurists, librarians, 
library science educators, sociologists, and rural develop
ment specialists on a range of issues and trends affecting 
small and rural libraries. Presentations were intermixed with 
group discussions that identified needs and produced an 
ambitious array of recommendations for the improvement of 
public library services in small and rural communities. The 
Symposium concluded with the development of an action 
agenda addressing networking, education, technology, 
funding, social, and economic issues. The Symposium 
proceedings will be issued by the Center for Rural Librarian
ship and video tapes of the presentations will be available 
from the Center and the Nebraska Library Commission 
Library Resource Center. In addition, a future edition of 
the Wilson Library Bulletin will be devoted to small and 
rural libraries. • 

County Funding Task Force Convened 

A Task Force to study county funding of public library 
services in Nebraska met in August to consider their charge 
and scope of work. Members include Joan Birnie, Broken 
Bow; Russell Long, Sidney; Sharon Osenga, Holdrege; 
Mike Phipps, Omaha; and Lee Rose, Hartington. The 
project will review county funding arrangements for public 
library services, county funding and administtative problems, 
and potential changes to improve funding provisions for 
public library services. The Task Force will also review 
statutory provisions in other states as possible models for 
Nebraska application. A survey of public libraries currently 
receiving county funds is underway. If you currently receive 
county funding and have not received a survey, please 
contact Jim Minges at the Library Commission, 402-471-
2045 or 800-742-7691. The next Task Force meeting is 
November 2. 

• a 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR: 

Hosting an international event on the topic of the future of small and rural public libraries is an ambitious 
undertaking. Just ask Tim Lynch, the Nebraska Library Commission's Continuing Education Coordinator. 
Tim's proposal to make Nebraska the host state for the Wilson Symposium on the Future of PubUc 
Ubraries was not made without some anxiety about such an undertaking. Finding a facility to house an 
unknown number of participants, staff, speakers, and facilitators was perhaps enough of a challenge. Add to 
that challenge the hundreds of details necessary to match the Symposium agenda with the resources needed to 
smooth the flow of presentations and deliberations. The Symposium is now over and by indications thus far, 
the event was a major success. 

As noted elsewhere in Overtones, the Wilson Symposium brought together a few hundred participants 
interested in exploring opportunities for future development of publ~c library services in small and rural 
communities. The Symposium was an opportunity to share ideas and information among a variety of people 
concerned with enriching life and improving library services in smaller communities. Beginning with 
Futurist Michael Marien's keynote, Symposium participants reacted to the trends, events, and forces influenc
ing the health and future of small communities. Sara Parker, Pennsylvania Commissioner of Libraries, 
described needed changes, noting rules, traditions, politics, and the ways we respond to our publics. Others 
presented a rich array of ideas to consider in developing an agenda for small and rural public libraries. 

If indeed the Symposium could be considered a success it was only because of the interaction of the 
participants. Discussion leaders facilitated exchange, drawing ideas from participants on problems and needs 
facing public libraries. Those ideas were filtered into common themes and issues. The action agenda that 
emerged from these discussions will offer strategies for consideration as part of local and state planning, and 
for the White House Conference on Library and Information Services. 

Special thanks are owed to Bernie Vavrek for his leadership and efforts to create and carry out the 
Symposium, and to the H.W. Wilson Foundation for providing the major funding. Special thanks and 
recognition are due to Tim Lynch for bringing this important event to Nebraska and for tending to the many 
arrangements required to pull it off, as well as to Bev Wittig, Library Commission Administrative Secretary, 
for her considerable efforts in handling the details for the Symposium. Most of all, thanks to the many people 
who participated in this event for helping to develop an agenda for the future development of small and rural 
public libraries. 

Photo Contest Announced 

Amateur Photographers are invited to capture the joy of 
lifelong reading for a photo contest co-sponsored by the 
American Library Association and the Center for the Book, 
Library of Congress. Libraries of all types are encouraged to 
hold contests during the fall of 1990, announcing local 
winners during National Book Week, January 20-26,1991. 
First place winners in adult and youth divisions are eligible 
for national judging. A national grand prize of$2,OOO will be 
awarded for best overall photograph. First, second, and 
third-place prizes of $1,(i)()(), $500 and $250 respectively 

• 

will be given in youth and adult 
divisions for both color and black
and-white photos. National prizes 
will be announced during National 
Library Week. The winning 
photos will be displayed at the 
Library of Congress. Contact Dick 
Allen at the Library Commission 
402471-2045 or 800-742-7691 for 
information and the American 
Library Association, Public Infor
mation Office, 50 E. Huron St., 
Chicago, IL 60611,800-545-2433, 
for forms. 

• 
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Second Colloquium Series Well Received 

Herb White, Professor of Library Science at Indiana Univer
sity, led off the Nebraska Library Commission's Second 
Annual Colloquium, Changing Roles and Realities: 
Re-Membering Our Profession, on September 13. White 
challenged Colloquium participants to claim those skills and 
services that librarians are uniquely qualified to offer. White 
underscored many of the themes and ideas that he · has 
previously expressed in numerous articles and presentations 
on librarianship and library management. 

At the October session, Marilyn Gell Mason, Director of the 
Cleveland Public Library, made a presentation entitled "Back 
to the Future: Libraries in the Year 2000." In her presenta
tion, Gell Mason commented on predictions she had made in 
her 1985 Library Journal article on ''The Future of the 
Public Library." She stressed that librarians do have some 
choice on how that future is shaped as they face challenging 
technological, economic, social, and political changes. 

This year's three part Colloquium focuses on the diverse and 
changing roles and functions of the library and information 
science profession. Readings, presentations, and discus
sions provide the basic format of each Colloquium session. 
A few spots are available for the November 15 session 
featuring Marti Hale, Dean of the School of Library and 
Information Management at Emporia State University. For 
furtherinformation, contact Tim Lynch at 402-471-2045 or 
800-742-7691. 

• 

Preservation Planning Conference Held 

The First Nebraska Statewide Preservation Planning Confer
ence was held in Lincoln, October 3-5. Forty-two Nebraska 
delegates attended the conference, representing libraries, 
historical societies, public records offices, and museums. 
Library Commission Director Rod Wagner commended 
delegates for their devotion to saving the written heritage 
of the state. The focus of the conference was to identify 
common preservation needs among diverse agencies 
responsible for preserving paper collections, to explore 
solutions to problems, and to discuss funding for coordinated 
preservation efforts. Based on this conference and on survey 
data collected from many institutions, an action agenda will 
be published next summer. The conference was supported by 
a preservation planr..ing grant from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities. 

Sen. Lavon Crosby, State Records Management Director Wi/iam 
Ptacek,Library Commission Director Rod Wagner, and University 
of Nebraska State Museum Director Hugh Genoways discuss 
preservation issues. 

• 

Literacy In Nebraska 
Statewide Conference 

November 15-16, 1990 
Villager Motor Inn, 5200 0 Street 

Lincoln,Nebraska 
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Children's Book Week Announced 

TheChildren 's Book Council has selected "Wonder Th rough 
the Pages" as the theme for the 71st observance of National 
Children's Book Week, November 12-18. The Council 
offers two sets of materials for Book Week, one for younger 
readers, the other for young adults. Materials include 
posters, streamers, bookmarks, postcards, and an audio 
casseue. To receive a brochure describing items for sale, 
send a stamped (1 oz.), self-addressed, business-size 
envelope to Book Week Brochure, Children's Book Coun
cil, 568 Broadway, New York, NY 10012. 

• 
Summer Reading Program Planning 

Underway 

Planning meetings were held in Southeast, Panhandle, East
ern, and Republican Valley Library Systems to begin work
ing out details for the 1991 Summer Reading Program, 
Western Frontier -Right Over Here Ina Book. Discussions 

• 

concerning art. program ideas, slogans, and resources gave 
aLtendees a head-start on preparation. Employing a combi
nation of incentives for pleasure reading, high-interest pro
gr&I1lS, and various forms of reading motivation, this popular 
program is designed to encourage children of all ages to 
maintain an interest in reading through the summer months. 
The program is offered in most public libraries in Nebraska. 

Sid Beane of the Multicultural Awareness Center was con
sulted to insure that program direction and content did not 
reflect racism or bias. Beane suggested that the word "Wild" 
be dropped from the theme title since most people subeon
sciously associated "Wild" with "Indian." He added that the 
country was not wild when white settlers arrived. Respon
sible use of a fragile eco-system was a centuries-old tradition 
among Native Americans. While boom towns and new 
white settlements might be considered rowdy, such places 
did not represent the first struggles for law and order in the 
West, since Native American systems of government and 
law already existed. Therefore, Mr. Beane-concluded, the 
adjective, "Wild," used in this context perpetuates negative 
stereotyping. On the basis of this infonnation, the decision 
was made to drop the word "Wild" from the slogan and 
change it to Western Frontier - Right Over Here Ina Book. 
Valerie Dayton, of The Advertising Co., will create the art 
for the 1991 program. Librarians will receive an order fonn 
from the Library Commission in November. Shipment of 
materials will begin January I, 1991. 

• 
Friends Membership Meeting Held 

Talking book users and Library for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped staff joined the Friends of Print-Handicapped 
Nebraskans for the annual Friends fall mem bership meeting, 
Saturday, October 6. The meeting was hosted by the League 
of Human Dignity in Lincoln. The program featured a short 
business meeting, introduction of the newly elected mem
bers ofthe Friends Board, volunteer recognition, raffles, and 
an infonnational presentation by Giles Ghylin, Public 
Relations Specialist for the League of Human Dignity. 
Following his presentation, Ghylin conducted a tour of the 
League's new facility. Highlights of the tour included the 
model home, the wheelchair repair shop, and the newly 
acquired Handicapped Mobility shop which specializes in 
adaptive automobile aids. A group also traveled to the 
Library Commission for a tour of the Library for the Blind 
and Physically Handicapped. 

• 
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News of Nebraska Libraries & People 

Dorothy Willis has been appointed Director of Library Services at Bishop Clarkson College. She was fonnerly the 
Associate Director of the University of Nebraska Medical Center, McGoogan Library of Medicine. 

The Nebraska Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped at the Library Commission recently received a 
$10,000 bequest from the estate of Joseph Bauer, formerly of Hastings. 

Several Nebraska libraries have hired new directors. They include Donna Wiese at Lyons Public Library, Carolyn 
Todhunter at McCook Public Library, Betty Skrdla at The Dvoracek Memorial Library in Wilber, Virginia Kramer 
at Hayes Center Public Library, Robert Nedderman at Hastings College, Fiona Turnbull at Bellevue College, 
Twylia Cullinan at Arthur County Library, Janet Steuerwald at Farnam Public Library, and Janet Soderquist at 
Axtell Public Library. 

The Norfolk Public Library announces the appointment of Holly Myatt as Reference Librarian. She replaces 
Lynn Wild, Collection Development Librarian at Doane College Perkins Library. 

Eloise Buhrman, Director of the Waterloo Public Library has been named Waterloo Citizen of the Year. 

The Nebraska State Historical Society has a new toll-free number, 800-833-NSHS (6747). 

A ground breaking ceremony on September 9 celebrated the construction of a new Elmwood Library and Aldrich 
Museum. The new facility will house a combined public library and Bess Streeter Aldrich Museum. The project is 
a joint effort of the Elmwood Public Library Board of Trustees and the Aldrich Foundation. 

Tom Gensichen, fonner Eastern Library System Administrator, has been hired as an automation specialist at the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center, McGoogan Library of Medicine. 

The Beatrice Public Library has a new FAX number, 402-223-3913. To find out the FAX number for any Nebraska 
Library, consult the current directory of Nebraska library FAX numbers on the NELCMS Electronic Bulletin Board, 
NLCNEWS. This list is updated regularly and is growing rapidly. See bulletin PUB790 in the Public Notice And 
Announcements Section. To help keep the guide up to date, contact Mary Geibel, 402-471-2045 or 800-742-7691, with 
additions and changes. 

GENISYS, the University of Nebraska at Omaha Library's GENeral Infonnation SYStem was inaugurated at a public 
demonstration on August 23. GENISYS is a new automated library system, including public access catalog. 

The Nebraska Library Commission recently conducted an internal review of resource sharing activities and costs. 
A summary of the issues and findings, The Resource Sharing Review Final Report, is available from the Library 
Commission. To receive a copy, contact Mary Geibel, 402-471-2045 or 800-742-769l. 

The Northeast Library System is sponsoring a Trustee Workshop on Tuesday, November 13, 7-9 p.m. An overview of the 
new Nebraska Trustee Handbook will be presented by Sandra Riley, Nebraska Library Commissioner of Columbus, 
Margaret Mills of Osceloa, and Phyllis Carlson of Schuyler. 

Position Open: 

Eastern Library System is accepting applications for Library System Administrator. Responsibilities include admini
stration and marketing of services and programs to multi-type, rural and urban libraries, as well as leadership in planning 
and implementing innovative services within a seven-county area in Eastern Nebraska. Qualifications: ALA accredited 
MLS plus three years experience, superior communication skills, and a strong background in computer applications. 
Salary: minimum $26,000 plus benefits. Send letter of application, resume, and references (with name, address and 
telephone) to Search Committee, Eastern Library System, 11902 Elm Street, Suite 7B, Omaha, NE 68144. Equal Employ
ment Opportunity/Affinnative Action. 
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Special Feature 

Festival Gathers Writers and Storytellers 

To celebrate International Literacy Year, each month 
Overtones will feature a Nebraska organization 
that fosters literacy through its work. Information 
about these organizations comprising the Nebraska 
Community of the Book is currently being com
piled by the Nebraska Center for the Book, Pat 
Peterson, Directory Task Force Chair. 

The tenth Nebraska Writing and Storytelling Festival, a one
day workshop for Nebraska writers, storytellers, and 
"would-be's," was held this summer on the campus of 
Kearney State College. The Festival began in 1980 as a 
writing and storytelling workshop for older Nebraskans. It 
evolved into an annual event for persons of all ages. The 
1990 program included Wally Seiler portraying Mark Twain, 
Tom Miles of The Liar's Bench radio program; John 
Janovy, author of The Keith County jour1lll1 and other 
works; and a variety of hands-on writing sessions. The 
annual anthology, A Flowering: A Festival, is published 
after each festival from writings submitted by participants. 
Contact Dr. Mel Krutz, R.R. #1, Seward, NE 68434, to be 
added to the 1991 mailing list. 

• 

Nominations Sought 

The U.S. National Commission on Libraries and Informa
tion Science requests nominations for the annual award 
recognizing innovation in the improvement and promotion 
of library and information services. The award program, 
established in 1987, recognizes the most innovative contri
bution by an individual and by a non-governmental, non
library organization in improving and promoting library and 
information services in the previous calendar year. Nomina
tion forms and additional information are available from 
U.S. National Commission on Libraries and Information 
Science, 1111 18th Street, N.W., Suite 310, Washington, 
D.C. 20036. Entries must be submitted by November 30, 
1990. 

• 

Volunteer Ann Hanson prepares for a recording session with 
Bill Ainsley, Audio Production Manager. 

Recording Studio Opened 

The Nebraska Library for the Blind and Physically Handi
capped recently opened a second audio production studio. 
Friends of Print-Handicapped Nebraskans raised $3,500 
to furnish the facility with equipment meeting National 
Library Service standards. The original studio made it 
possible to produce twenty magazines each month, two of 
which are distributed nationally. Nine books are currently 
in production. The new studio capacity will allow volunteer 
narrators to record more books. Additional volunteer narra
tors are needed, as are monitors to supervise the session, run 
recording equipment, and follow along in an identical copy 
of the text. To volunteer, contact Diane Greenlee at the 
Library Commission, 402-471-2045 or 800-742-7691. 

• 
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Libraries Get Head Start 

Nineteen Nebraska libraries and media centers have been 
awarded NEON "Head Start" funds, pending signing letters 
of agreement. Each library will have access to a $500 
account at the Library Commission to be applied to start-up 
and activity charges on NEON, the Nebraska state database 
on OCLC. NEON provides instant access to Nebraska hold
ings information and to the OCLC Interlibrary Loan system, 
enabling fast, efficient resource sharing services for patrons. 

Public libraries receiving a "head start" are Bayard, 
Chadron, David City, Goodall City (Ogallala), Grant 
County (Hyannis), Hartington, Lydia Bruun Woods Memo
rial (Falls City), Mitchell, Schuyler, and Wayne. 

Media Centers receiving funds include Ralston, York, and 
Central City High Schools, and Columbus, Dodge, Howells, 
and Johnson-Brock Public Schools. Special libraries Douglas 
County Law and Immanuel Medical Center also qualified 
for a NEON head start. 

The libraries and media centers will be trained and have 
direct access to NEON later this fall. Another round of 
applications for start-up funds is expected to be offered in 
1991. 

• 
Nebraska Documents Librarians Meet 

Nebraska State and Federal Documents Depository librari
ans convened at the Library Commission on October 2 for 
their annual meeting. Karen Lusk, State Documents Librar
ian, facilitated a discussion of new points of access to state 
publications and concerns about the preservation of older 
documents. An updated list of Nebraska state and federal 
depository libraries was distributed. It is available from 
Lori Sailors at the Library Commission, 402-471-2045 or 
800-742-7691. 

Since most Nebraska Federal depository libraries are being 
inspected during October and November, Jerry Frobom, 
Regional Federal Documents librarian from University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, reviewed the Government Printing 
Office inspection process. The participants also discussed 
issues related to document access through local automated 
catalogs and the selection and use of electronic formats for 
documents publications . 

• 

Library Commission Employees Honored 

Two Nebraska Library Commission Employees were hon
ored recently for exemplary job performance. Tim Lynch 
was selected Nebraska Library Commission Employee of 
the Year. He was selected from nominations submitted by 
Library Commission staff. Tim's contribution to the 
improvement of library education in Nebraska, including 
the Nebraska Library Commission Colloquium, the Wilson 
Symposium on the Future of Public Libraries, and the 
proposed interstate cooperative program to bring a Masters 
in Library Science program to Nebraska were factors cited in 
his nomination. 

Doreen Kuhlmann was selected Nebraska Library Commis
sion Manager of the Year. She was also selected from 
nominations submitted by Library Commission staff. Doreen's 
organizational skills, effectiveness as a supervisor, work 
performance, and her ability to improve work procedures 
were examples cited in her nomination. 

• 
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American Library Trustee 
i\wardsPumnounced 

The American Library Trustee Association is seeking 
nominations for several awards. The American Library 
Association Trustee Citation recognizes public library 
trustees for distinguished service to library development It 
symbolizes and honors the best contributions and efforts of 
the estimated 60,000 American citizens who serve on library 
boards. To be eligible for nomination, trustee service may 
have been perfonned on the local, state, regional, and/or 
national level. 

The American Library Trustee Association Literacy Award 
is gi ven annually to a library trustee or an individual who has 
made a significant contribution to addressing the illiteracy 
problem. The Major Benefactors Honor Award gives 
recognition to individuals, families, or corporations that 
have made major gifts to public libraries. The significance 
of the gift is measured from the point of view of the recipient 
library, not by the size of the gift alone. 

The American Library Trustee Association/Gale 
Research Incorporated Outstanding Trustee Conference 
Grant enables public library trustees to attend the American 
Library Association Annual Conference. A grant of $750 is 
awarded to two public library trustees who have demon
strated support of the local public library. All applications 
and nominations are due December 1. For more infonnation 
or to request nomination fonns, contact American Library 
Association, 800-545-2433. 

• 

NEBASE Fall Update Meeting 

1-4 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 14, 1990 

Villager Motor Inn, 52000 St., Lincoln 
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Kathy Coster and George Criswell tape an interview between 
Maggie Harding, Crete Public Library Director and patron, 

Marilyn Bast. 

Library Video Network Features 
Nebraska Libraries 

The Library Video Network visited two Nebraska libraries in 
September to shoot footage for an upcoming video to be 
distributed through the American Library Association. Kathy 
Coster and George Criswell interviewed librarians and 
patrons at the Crete Public Library and the John A. Stahl 
Library in West Point. 

The video, Make A Living, Make A Life, highlights public 
library services that assist people with educational decision 
making, job and career changing, and small business 
development. Nebraska Education Information Centers are 
featured, along with other similar projects across the 
country. The video is sponsored by the Public Library Asso
ciation and funded by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. It will 
be accompanied by a Discussion Guide developed by the Job 
and Career Information Services Committee of the Public 
Library Association's Adult Lifelong Learning Section . 

• 

Nebraska Library Service Featured 

A monthly half-hour program produced by Library Commis
sion staff for Radio Talking Book, a radio reading service for 
blind and physically disabled individuals, is featured in a 
recent publication by the United States Department of 
Education. 

Nationwide, libraries are developing innovative devices and 
programs to serve clients whose disabilities prevent them 
from reaching a library or using conventional library mate
rials and services. library Programs/or the Handicapped 
is one of a series of pUblications about some of these 
programs. This report highlights federally funded programs 
designed to improve library services to persons with disabili
ties across the nation, from the largest cities to remote and 
isolated areas. 

For more information about services offered by the Library 
Commission's Nebraska Library for the Blind and Physi
cally Handicapped, contact Diane Greenlee, 402-471-2045 
or 800-742-7691. For a copy of library Programs for the 
Handicapped, write to Library Programs, Public Library 
Support Staff, 555 New Jersey Avenue NW, Room 402, 
Washington, DC 20208 or call 202-357-6303. 

• 
ORDER NOW 

Summer Reading Program Order Forms are available 
from the Nebraska Library Commission. The 1991 
program celebrates the theme Western Frontier: 
Right Over Here in a Book. Materials include a 
poster, activity manual, award certificates, book
marks, stickers, pencils, bags, and reading record 
folders. Orders will be filled beginning January 2, 
1991. Contact Mary Geibel, 402-471-2045 or 800-
742-7691 for an order form. 
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From the Director: 

One of the best presentations at the September Wilson Symposium on the Future of Public Libraries was 
delivered by Sara Parker, Pennsylvania Commissioner of Libraries. Sara's career in librarians hip has included 
positions in Missouri, Colorado, Montana, and her current position as head of the Pennsylvania State Library. 
Her long career in public and state libraries has afforded her a valued perspective. Sara struck a responsive 
audience with her presentation of "Seven Things that Need to Change." What Sara had to say deserves a 
larger audience. The following notes attempt to highlight Sara's basic message. 

• Librarians need to stop doing things that look crazy. Rules, procedures, and policies that don't make sense 
need to be eliminated. 

• Librarians need to become sophisticated about money and power. Connecting with community leaders 
and decision makers is essential. In addition, all libraries need to develop an area of entrepreneurship to give 
the library an edge and position within their community. 

• Librarians need to change the way they think about materials. The proportion of library information 
resources available only in paper format will decrease. Electronic resources will increase in use and impor
tance. 

• In an environment where information is increasingly maintained in digital (electronic) form, apathy about 
telecommunication must change. Low cost communication is needed to access and deliver information. 

• Our best library workers need to be recruited, rewarded, and retained. 

• We have to get our library development and library service house in order. "Larger" sometimes goes 
counter to the human spirit. People want to start libraries. We must have a willingness to come to grips with 
what good library service is and encourage planning to determine the services that each library can best 
provide. 

• Librarians have to give up the halo and need to listen to their critics. Because libraries are loved, there is 
less incentive to change. We have had a monopoly on information. That is no longer the case. 

Sara's message was basic, but compelling. Her presentation, along with others from the Wilson Symposium, 
will be available in video format from the Library Commission's Library Resource Center. 

Spring Conference Planned 

The Nebraska EngJish/Language Arts Council (formerly 
The Nebraska Council of Teachers of English) and The 
Nebraska Educational Media Association will host a joint 
Spring Conference on February 23,1991 from 7:00 to 8:30 
p.m. and February 24, 1991 from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln City Campus Student 
Union. Lucy Calkins, author of The Art of Teaching 
Writing, Lessons from a Child: On the Teaching and 
Learning of Writing, will be the featured speaker. 

Rod Wagner 

Conference fees are $35 for members of either organization 
and $55 for non-members. Fees include a Wine and Cheese 
Reception on February 23 and lunch on February 24. For 
more information contact Deb Levitov, President, Nebraska 
Educational Media Association, 3401 Stockwell, Lincoln 
NE 68506 or Fran Reinehr, President, Nebraska English 
Language Arts Council, 1735 So. 16, Apt B, Lincoln NE 
68502. 

• 
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The keynote speaker for the Convention 
was John Gottschalk, president and 
chief executive officer of the Omaha 
World Herald Company and publisher 
of the Omaha World-Herald. Susan 
Sylvia Scott, a professional storyteller 
from Kansas City, was the featured speaker 
at the Thursday evening banquet She 
also gave a two-hour storytelling work
shop on Thursday afternoon. The 
convention was attended by nearly 600 
participants from across the state. 

Congratulations to the winners of the 
Nebraska Library Commission raffle. 
You illustrated once more that it always 
pays to stop by the Nebraska Library 
Commission booth at NLA/NEMA 
Conventions. And the winners are .... 

Lewis, Crete, a copy of 
Our Books, Our Wings, a collection of 
Nebraskans'memories of books and stories 
that touched their lives. 

Ardis Moody and Nancy Larimer, Lincoln, 
copies of the Golden Sower Award Wumer 
The Magic School Bus at the Waterworks. 

Lupe Mier of Bellevue and Linda Lubeck 
of Alma, copies of the Golden Sower 
Award winner Wail Till Helen Comes. 

Thanks for your support and see you 
next year! 

Nebraska Library Association awards 
were announced. The Mari Sandoz Award 
went to Dr. Helen Stauffer, retired 
Professor of English at Kearney State 
College and nationally recognized Sandoz 
expert. Library Commission Director 
Rod Wagner received the Distinguished 
Service Award from the College and 
University Section. The School Children's 
and Young People's Section awarded the 
1990 Mad Hatter Youth Service Award 
to Carolyn Baker, Children's Librarian 
fa- the Beatrice Public l.J.1rmy and Juvmil.e 
Resource Librarian for the Southeast 
Library System. The Trustee Citation 
was awarded to Marjorie O'Reilly of 
Ralston. The Special and Institutional 
Section Special Promotion A ward went 
to the McGoogan Library ofMedlcine 
National Library Week Committee. 
Ray Means was honored for a decade of 
service as Executive Secretary. 

The Nebraska Educational Media Awards 
were also announced. Marilyn Sampson, 
Clay Center Public Schools, received 
the Distinguished Service Award and 
Chris Petroff of E.S.U. #9 in Hastings 
received the Sound Off A ward. 



News of Nebraska Libraries & People 

Lincoln City Libraries and the Lincoln Journal-Star are cooperating in a children's holiday art contest. Children can 
enter by drawing a picture of a holiday toy or decoration. Winning artwork is published in the Sunday newspaper through
out the month of December. 

Central City Friends of the Library recently raised $1,273 by hosting a fashion show featuring "brides" and "grooms" in 
nineteenth and twentieth century fashions. 

Ron Norman. Director of the Kearney Public Library and Information Center, has written A History 0/ the Kearney 
Public Library and In/ormation Center. The publication was produced as part of the centennial celebration of the library, 
founded in 1890. 

The Nebraska Library Commission is revising the Nebraska Library Directory. Contact Mary Geibel, 402-471-2045 or 
800-742-7691 with changes by November 30. 

Position Open 

The Holdrege Public Library System is accepting applications for a 
Director. Responsibilities include management of staff and budget, 
public relations, and participation in community partnerships and activi
ties. Requirements: ALA accredited MLS degree. Minimum salary: 
$21,000 plus benefits. Send resume and application letter by December 
31 to Personnel Committee, Public Library System, 604 East Avenue, 
Holdrege NE 68949. 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR: 

At a recent meeting of state agency heads, Attorney General Robert Spire was asked to comment on his 
six years in public office. Mr. Spire chose not to list his many accomplishments, but instead talked about 
some of his regrets. One of those was that too often the day-to-day demands of our jobs stand in the way of 
doing things that really need to be done, and that we would really like to do. 

Mr. Spire's remarks were especially appropriate as we face the coming of a new year. At this time, 
we tend to reflect upon the months past and dream ahead into the future. We consider the many things left 
undone and the growing agenda. 

The 1991 agenda presents many challenges and opportunities. A sampler of some of the major items 
on that agenda follow. 

• The biennium plan and budget prepared months ago will receive consideration with the convening of a 
new legislature in January. 

• The long anticipated Nebraska Information Partnerships conference will be held in February 1991. 
• Guidelines for public library services will be reconsidered and recommended changes will be presented. 
• A task force on public library funding will issue recommendations affecting funding and organization. 
• Hundreds of hours of training will be experienced in converting to OCLC's new online system. 
• The preservation needs for Nebraska documents will be addressed in a strategic plan. 
• A new class of graduate library science students will begin work toward their master's degree in a first

ever Nebraska program. 
• Thousands of Nebraska children will explore the Western Frontier through library Summer Reading 

Programs. 
• Plans for a State Information Center will take shape. 
• Grants from the revised LSCA Title II program will be awarded for construction and technology 

enhancement. 

Without a doubt, many new challenges and opportunities will emerge in 1991. The biggest challenge 
may be finding the time and resources necessary to do what really needs to be done. 

Best wishes for peace, understanding, and progress in 1991. 

DataTimes Available 

NEBASE, Nebraska's OCLC Network, has arranged with 
DataTimes to administer a group for Nebraska libraries. 
DataTimes is a vendor of online full-text news and business 
information sources, including the Omaha World-Herald. 
Group members receive a 10% monthly usage discount, 
unless they opt for the already low educational institution 
rate. A one-time start-up fee of $85 includes password, . 
documentation, and training from DataTimes. Other charges 
are based on usage. Rates vary by type of library. Billing 
will be processed through NEBASE and costs may be 
deducted from NEBASE accounts. For further information, 
contact Kate Wakefield at the Library Commission, 800-
742-7691 or 402-471-2045 . 

• 
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Special Report 

Interlibrary Loan Code for Nebraska 

The Interlibrary Loan Code for Nebraska is a voluntary 
agreement adopted by the Nebraska Library Association on 
October 25,1990 to govern interlibrary lending in Nebraska. 
It is intended to address general policies rather than specific 
procedures, given the changing nature of technologies and 
techniques. The code is intended as a complement, not an 
impediment, to other resource sharing agreements. The 
following report is not a complete copy of the code. It 
summarizes the major sections of the code. 

Interlibrary loan is recognized as a basic library service for 
all ages and interests, and should be publicized to all 
clientele. However, except where cooperative collection 
agreements are in place, lending between libraries is not 
sanctioned as a substitute for local collection development. 

Any library that is able to complete its borrowing request 
with full bibliographic information and verification, and can 
locate potential lenders, is not restricted by this code from 
forwarding that request to the potential lender(s) of its 
choice. Libraries can request policy exceptions or special 
handling, such as telefacsimile delivery, as needed by their 
users. Libraries are encouraged to be as generous as possible 
in accomodating special requests. 

The code holds that interlibrary loan is in the public interest 
and that its success depends upon the mutual cooperation of 
those involved. Under its terms, libraries should lend as well 
as borrow materials, in response to the reality that it can 
sometimes be difficult to identify potential lenders. 

Definition 

An interlibrary loan is a transaction by which library 
material, or a copy of the material, is made available by one 
library to another upon request. The phrase "library materi
als" includes all formats . 

Purpose and Scope 

The purpose of interlibrary loan as defined in the code is to 
obtain library material not available in the local library. 
Under the terms of this agreement, it is permissible to request 
any type of library material that the lending library is willing 
and able to lend. 

Responsibilities of Borrowing Libraries 

The code details the responsibilities of borrowing libraries. 
It respects the responsibility to provide the resources to meet 
the ordinary needs and interests of its primary clientele and 
borrow materials that do not conform to the library's collec
tion development policy or for which there is no recurring 
demand. They are also responsible for compliance with 
copyright law, ensuring the safety of borrowed materials, 
spreading borrowing requests across a large number of 
libraries, completely describing bibliographic citation and 
location using standard interlibrary loan formats, communi
cating with library users, and compliance with all conditions 
of loan established by lending libraries. 

The borrowing library should encourage library users to 
travel to other libraries for on-site access to material when 
extensive use of a collection is required or when the nature 
of the material makes lending inadvisable. Borrowing 
libraries should make every effort to exhaust their own 
resources before pursuing interlibrary loans. 

The code also addresses responsibilitiy for charges. It gives 
guidelines for communication with borrowers regarding 
duration of loans. 

Responsibilities of Lending Libraries 

The code details the responsibilities of lending libraries 
including the responsibility for establishing uniform policies 
(conforming to generally accepted practice or consortia 
agreements) regarding issues such as charges, page limits, 
and renewals. They are also responsible for developing an 
Interlibrary Loan Policy, packaging materials to insure their 
safety, processing requests promptly, and communicating 
with borrowing libraries. 

The decision to loan material or to accomodate policy 
exceptions and special handling is at the discretion of the 
lending library. Each library is encouraged, Lo generously 
interpret its own lending policy, respecting the interests of its 
primary clientele. 

The Library Commission 

The Library Commission will maintain a file of interlibrary 
loan policy statements from Nebraska libraries and libraries 
outside the state and will produce an interlibrary loan direc
tory for Nebraska. 

Copies of the complete code will be mailed to all Nebraska 
libraries in early 1991. If your library does not receive a 
copy by the end of January, contact Barbara Chandler, 
Nebraska Library Commission, 800-742-7691 or 402-471-
2045. 

• 
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Special Report 

The 21st Century 
Rural and Small Public Libraries 

ACTION AGENDA 

During four days in late September, more than 200 people 
from thirty states and two foreign countries met in Omaha at 
the Wilson Symposium on the Future of Public Libraries. 
They considered the future of small rural public libraries and 
formulated the following action agenda, the foundation for 
planning for the year 2000. 

Education 

To improve library services, all library staff and trustees 
must be provided with education opportunities. 

• Library schools must create and offer accessible 
programs. 

• State library agencies and library systems must 
provide accessible basic library skills training and 
continuing education for all rural library personnel. 

• State and national library associations must 
advocate state certification for library staff at all 
levels. 

Networking 

To provide equal access for all citizens, a national/global 
network connecting rural, small, and urban libraries must 
be developed through appropriate technology and tele
communications. 

• Library staff and supporters must lobby for lower 
telecommunication costs for libraries. 

• State library agencies must develop or advocate 
development of cost effective communication 
networks within the states. 

• Library staff and supporters must lobby for library 
inclusion in and passage of legislation for the 
National Research and Education Network (NREN). 

• The American Library Association (ALA) must 
lobby for protection of low postal rates for library 
materials. 

Funding 

To insure equality of access to library materials and services, 
adequate funding must be provided to rural and small 
libraries. 

• Library staff and supporters must lobby for creation 
of a title of the Library Services and Construction 
Act (LSCA) which addresses the needs of rural 
and small libraries. 

• Library staff and supporters must lobby for LSCA 
funding distribution based, not only on total 
population, but also on low-population density. 

• Library staff and supporters must work to rewrite 
state statutes to allow local libraries to obtain 
better funding. 

Role 

To insure that community information needs and values 
influence local library services, library staff must assume 
leadership in community activities. 

• All programs and plans for small and rural libraries 
must preserve and enhance the personalized service 
that is valued by their communities. 

• Community information needs must be determined 
by consistent efforts at surveying both current and 
potential clients. 

• Librarians must join and be active in local civic 
organizations, including the Chamber of Commerce 
and community development organizations. 

• Trustees must provide time and support to enable 
library staff to participate in local civic organizations. 

Vision 

To provide rural and small libraries with models of 
excellence, examples describing quality library services 
must be made available. 

• The Small and Medium-sized Library Section 
(SMLS) of the Public Library Association (PLA) 
must create a national recognition award for 
excellence in rurallibrarianship. 

• Trustees must subsidize the cost of dues enabling 
library staff to belong to professional organizations. 

• Librarians must publish descriptions of successful 
programs in the professional literature. 

• The Public Library Association (PLA) mu_st sponsor 
a grass roots "how to" newsletter for rural and small 
libraries. 
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• State library agencies must insure that accurate 
descriptions of projects funded with LSCA, 
including their successes and failures, are made 
available to all libraries. 

• The Department of Education (DOE) and/or the 
American Library Association (ALA) must publish 
an annual report on LSCA projects. 

• State library agencies must provide LSCA grants 
to enable staff to attend appropriate workshops 
and conferences. 

• A section similar to the Public Library Association's 
(PLA's) Small and Medium-sized Library Section . 
(SMLS) must be created within the American 
Library Trustee Association (ALTA). 

• Rural libraries and rural library issues must be well 
represented at pre-White House Conferences on 
Library and Information Services, as well as at 
the White House Conference. 

For information about the Public Library Association 
Committee on Small and Rural Libraries, contact Donald B. 
Reynolds, Jr., Chair, Public Library Association Committee 
on Small and Rural Libraries, P.O. Box 1622, Great Bend, 
Kansas 67530. 

• 

Special Report 

Options for Public Library Service 

Nebraska is a state of strong community independence and 
limited financial resources. It is part of the Nebraska Library 
Commission's mission to encourage expansion of public 
library service units and to strengthen existing libraries. The 
Library Commission supports the development of coopera
tive library service units which will provide coordinated, 
well funded county-wide or multicounty library service 
based on those existing community libraries. 

How can county and multicounty library service and 
funding be achieved? What does this service mean for 
existing libraries? 

A County Funding Task Force is studying alternative 
approaches to public library organization and funding, 
including the possibility of new legislation. Its efforts will 
be directed toward a flexible approach to county funding 
which will provide for local choice. A wide range of options 
are already available to provide cooperative library services 
in a manner that meets local needs. The following list 
outlines some of those options and some of the communities 
where they have proved successful: 

• A county or regional library providing service to 
the entire county with no separate city libraries: 
Hyannis, Mullen, Thedford, Bassett. 

• A joint library legally established as both a city 
and a county library: Holdrege-Phelps County 
and Hastings-Adams County. 

• A contract by a city library for county service • 
where there are no other city libraries in the county: 
Lincoln. 

• A contract for a city library to provide county 
library service with other totally separate and 
independent city libraries in the county: 
Columbus-Humphrey, Grand Island-Wood River, 
Kearney-Ravenna. 

• A contract for a city library to provide county or 
regional library service through service to other 
city libraries in the county: Hartington, Holdrege. 

• M~itiple city libraries with contracts for county 
library service according to a jointly planned 
program of service. There are numerous examples 
of this option in the state. 

The following other possible options would probably require 
new legislation: 

• A separate county public library system to provide 
funding and services to city libraries with respon
sibility only for coordination of county-wide 
library service. 

• A public library district established as an independ
ent local government subdivision to serve all or 
part of one or more counties. 

The Library Commission is committed to supporting effec
tive library service for all Nebraskans. Every community is 
encouraged to be a part of county-wide library service 
through one of the above options. For further information or 
assistance in seeking county-wide service and funding, contact 
your regional library system or Jim Min~es, Library Devel
opment Department, Nebraska Library Commission, 800-
742-7691 or 402471-2045 . 

• 
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Paul Hoffman provides informo.tion about EPIC -OCLC searching for 
Southeast Library System Librarians. 

Wide Variety of Training Offered 

This fall, Library Commission staff worked with Library 
System Administrators and outside trainers to offer a wide 
variety of training opportunities for Nebraska librarians_ 
These demonstrations, workshops, and training sessions 
were held across the state. They covered topics like Using 
NELCMS--the Library Commission Communication System, 
EPIC Searching, the Nebraska Information Network 
(including NEON), OCLC Cataloging, and Interlibrary Loan, 
On-Line Searching for Experienced and New DIALOG 
Users, and other technology-related topics. Additional 
sessions on these topics are planned for 1991. For informa
tion about upcoming sessions, contact Bev Wittig at the 
Library Commission, 800-742-7691 or 402-471-2045. 

• 
Library Commission Meets 

The Nebraska Library Commission met on Novem ber 9 and 
endorsed the application of Emporia State University to 
offer a masters degree program in library science in 
Nebraska. Commissioners also reviewed budget modifica
tions based on an agency budget of 95% of eurrent state 
general and cash funds. They approved policies and criteria 
for award of Library Services and Construction Act Title II 
funds, staff recommendations for award and distribution of 
1990-91 state aid to public Ijbraries grants, and appoint
ments to the State Advisory Council on Libraries . 

• 

Hale Presentation Ends 1991 Colloquium 
Series 

Martha Hale, Dean of the School of Library and Information 
Management at Emporia State University , led the final 
session of the 1990 Nebraska Library Commission 
Colloquium. The session was held on November 15. 
The Colloquium, Changing Roles and Realities: Re
Membering Our Profession, included readings, presenta
tions, and discussion among seventy participants. Dr. Hale's 
concluding session centered on organizational change and 
the personal qualities and skills required to encourage posi
tive change in organizations and in the information profession. 
Tim Lynch, Library Commission Continuing Education 
Coordinator, Joan Giesecke, UN-L Associate Dean of 
Libraries, and Nancy Busch, Commission Deputy Director, 
were recognized for their leadership in planning and con
ducting the Colloquium. 

• 

NEBASE Fall Update Held 

Seventy-six Nebraska librarians attended the NEBASE Fall 
Update meeting on November 14. Reports were presented 
on library automation in Nebraska, the Resource Sharing 
Review Report, and OCLC products. Information about 
three upcoming major changes for OCLC libraries was 
presented. All NEBASE libraries wi~l receive Passport 
Software to replace OCLC Terminal Software in earl y 1991 . 
They must begin using it by April. From April through 
August 1991, a new telecommunications network will be 
installed in Nebraska libraries. After installation, libraries 
will be trained by NEBASE staff to use the PRISM Service, 
OCLC's new online system for catalogers. Training times 
for the new services will be announced through NEBASE 
publications. 

• 

Spring Conference 
Nebraska English Language Arts Council 

and 
Nebraska Educational Media Association 

February 23-24,1991 
UN-L City Campus Student Union 
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Special Feature 

Coalition Addresses Preservation 

To celebrate International Literacy Year, each month 
Overtones will feature a Nebraska organization 
that fosters literacy through its work. Information 
about these organizations comprising the Nebraska 
Community of the Book is currently being com
piled by the Nebraska Center for the Book, Pat 
Peterson, Directory Task Force Chair. 

The Nebraska Documents Preservation Advisory Council, 
founded in 1988, is a coalition of diverse agencies and 
organizations with broad responsibilities for maintaining 
records and collections in Nebraska. These organizations 
are committed to the protection of citizen rights to informa
tion access --rights that are endangered when written mate
rials disintegrate. The purposes of the Council are to raise 
awareness of preservation needs in the state; to develop a 
statewide preservation plan; to propose legislation that will 
address some of Nebraska's preservation problems; and, as 
Nebraska faces the gradual deterioration of its collections, to 
share resources and information with one another. For more 
information, contact Chair, Katherine L. Walter, 402-472-
3939. 

• 

National Book Week Set 

National Book Week, America's annual celebration of writ
ers, books, and reading, will be observed January 20-26, 
1991. The National Book Foundation which administers the 
National Book Awards, the Center for the Book in the 
Library of Congress, and the Lila Wallace-Reader's Digest 
fund co-sponsor the week. National Book Week 1991 will 
be observed with readings, symposia, lectures, exhibitions, 
celebrations of the writing life featuring winners and 
finalists of the National Book Award for Fiction and Non
Fiction, and other programs designed to illuminate the 
unique pleasures of reading. 

• 

Scholarship Available 

The Medical Library Association is offering a $2000 
scholarship for a minority student entering an ALA
accredited library school. The student should plan to finish 
at least one-half of the requirements of the library 
school program in the year following receipt of the scholar
ship. Applications are due February 1, 1991. Evidence of 
admission to a specific library school is not required until 
May when the money is dispersed. Black, Hispanic, Asian, 
Pacific Island, or Native American students who wish to 
study medicallibrarianship are eligible. For further infor
mation contact Medical Library Association, Professional 
Development Department, Suite 300, 6 North Michigan 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60602,312-419-9094. 

• 
Association Committees 

Announce Activities 

Several committees of the Nebraska Library Association 
have planned activities for early 1991. The Intellectual 
Freedom Committee has updated the Nebraska Intellectual 
Freedom Handbook. The handbook will be mailed to all 
Nebraska libraries. If not received by January 31, 1991, 
contact Mary Geibel, 800-742-7691 or 402-471-2045 for a 
copy. An ad hoc committee of the Association revised the 
Interlibrary Loan Code for Nebraska .. The revision was 
adopted at the Association Annual Convention. Copies of 
the code will be mailed to all Nebraska libraries. If not 
received by January 31, contact Barbara Chandler, 800-742-
7691 or 402-471-2045. 

The Publicity Committee has prepared a publicity packet to 
assist librarians in planning for National Library Week, 
April 14-20, 1991. The packet will include the American 
Library Association (ALA) Tipsheet, sample proclamation 
and news release, and one page of clip-art. The committee 
encourages all librarians to start planning now by purchasing 
theRead. Succeed. CampaignBook,$8.00, from ALA. To 
order this book of ideas and resources for programs and pro
motions, call 800-545-2433 and press 8. The Legislative 
Committee has tentatively set February 12, 1991 as the date 
for Legislative Day. Details about this statewide legislative 
education effort will be mailed soon to Nebraska libraries. 

• 
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News of Nebraska Libraries & People 

The 1989 Nebraska Summer Reading Program "Find Your Own Space with A Book" has been selected as the model for the 
Idaho 1991 program. The artwork by Kim Meister and the manual, edited by Mary Jackson of the Library Commission, 
will be furnished to the Idaho State Library free of charge. 

Burns Davis, currently a Management Consultant and teacher in San Jose CA, has been appointed Information Resources 
Librarian for the Library Commission, effective February 1, 1991. Burns has extensive experience in collection develop
ment and as a public library director. 

Several Nebraska libraries have recently announced the appointment of new directors. They include Ann Stephens at 
Keene Memorial Library in Fremont, Peggy Stone at Franklin Public, Mary Rabenberg at Fairbury Public, Joan 
May at Pierce Public, Linda Rathje at Rising City Community, Susan Clayton at Wolbach Public, Darcy Peletich at 
Nebraska Indian Community College in Winnebago, and Kay L. Andrus at the Creighton University-Klutznick Law 
Library in Omaha. 

John O. Arnold, Lincoln Correctional Center Library; Sharon Osenga, Meridian Library System; Ann Stephens, 
Keene Memorial Library in Fremont; and Dean Waddel, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries were honored at 
the recent meeting of the State Advisory Council on Libraries as they completed their terms of service. New appointments 
to the Council include Becky Baker of Seward Public Library; Pat Sheridan of the Library at the Roman L. Hruska 
U.S. Meat Animal Research Center; Guadalupe Mier, Bellevue Public Library; Ken Oyer of the Archbishop Bergan 
Mercy Hospital Library; and Verda Bialac, Omaha Public Library. Shirley Flack of Scottsbluff Public Library and 
Mike Poma of Creighton University's Reinert/Alumni Memorial Library were re-appointed to the Council. 

The Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education has approved Emporia State University's applica
tion to conduct a graduate library science program in Nebraska. For more information, contact Tim Lynch at 800-742- . 
7691 or 402-471-2045. 
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