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Film Service Changes Planned

Nebraska Library Commissioners approved a new fee schedule, based on purchase price or size, and a new collection
development policy for the Nebraska Film Service. All
organizations borrowing from the Film Service will pay
fees. Previously, public libraries and state agencies did not.
These fees, effective July 1, 1991, are as follows.
Category
$ 1 - $149
150 - 449
500 - up

$5.00
15.00
25.00

$ l.OO/cassette
same
same

Films

size 1-2
size 3-4

$ 5.00
6.50

$ l.OO/reel
same

Year of the Lifetime Reader Proclaimed

•

Postage/Handling

Videos
Lifetime Readers Diann Muhlbach. Dick Allen. Governor Ben Nelson.
Rod Wagner. and Molly Fischer are surrowrded by young readers as the
Governor proclaims 1991 Year of the Lifetime Reader.

Governor Ben Nelson proclaimed 1991 as Nebraska Year of
the Lifetime Reader in support of statewide activities to
promote and encourage reading. Rod Wagner, Nebraska
Library Commission Director, presented the Governor with
a copy of Our Books, Our Wings. Our Books, Our Wings,
published by the Library Commission, is a collection of
memories of books and stories that were meaningful from
childhood through adulthood for 318 Nebraskans. The Year
of the Lifetime Reader is a yearlong celebration of the
gift and promise of reading, co-sponsored by the Library
Commission and the Nebraska Center for the Book. The
proclamation was made on February 12 to coincide with the
Nebraska Library Association Legislative Education Day.
Nebraska's efforts are part of a national campaign chaired
by First Lady Barbara Bush. Year of the Lifetime Reader is
a unifying theme, initiated by the Center for the Book in the
Library of Congress, to stimulate reading and literacy projects that benefit all age groups. The campaign encourages
and draws attention to family literacy programs, adult
literacy and reading motivation projects, and the needs of
blind and physically handicapped readers.

Rental Fee

NOTE: These fees do NOT apply to library-related materials
in the Library Commission Library Resource Center.
They are checked out according to guidelines for print
formats and have no fee attached. These fees do NOT
apply to 1991 Summer Film Circuit.

After months of study, these changes have been made in
response to changing demand. Videos and films are purchased primarily from rental revenues. Decreasing revenues
necessitated narrowing the focus of the collection and
charging all participating borrowers. Future audio-visual
collection development will focus on support for Library
Commission programs and materials not otherwise widely
available and/or materials of broad interest to both libraries
and state agencies. This includes audio-visual resources that
support management and training development, as well as
those that illuminate major contemporary public policy
issues.
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Film Collection service
will be discontinued as of July 1. The materials, primarily
older and curriculum-related, will revert to the University
where options are currently under consideration regarding
disposal of the collection.
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From the Director:
In the early days of the 1991 Nebraska legislative session, hundreds of bills were introduced for consideration and action. A scan of these bills reveals a large and diverse array of subjects. Some have limited
significance, others advocate legislative policies which affect every Nebraska citizen. There is an enonnous
responsibility for state officials to understand the implications of these measures and to represent the best
interests of their constituencies. Information is vital to the legislative process. The process is hampered when
essential infonnation is not secured to assess the merits or deficiencies of proposed legislation. No one
should envy the job of our forty-nine state senators and our governor in acting on these hundreds of bills.
While the act of making laws is largely the job of the legislature and the governor, there is a public
responsibility for citizens to advocate, support, or oppose legislation. Without citizen input, action on
proposed legislation will be left to those who are in a position to promote their specific interest. Without
access to legislative information, citizens cannot effectively participate in the legislative process.
Nebraska's one house legislature is unique among the states. The Nebraska Blue Book correctly notes
that Nebraska's one house legislative system is open, flexible, and accessible to "all who wish to approach it"
Laws, bills, and legislative activity can be monitored and studied through a variety of infonnation sources.
The legislature publishes copies of its daily journal, copies of bills, and highlights of legislative action. A
toll-free hotline is available to request infonnation on bills. Public hearings are held on all bills introduced in
the legislature. Daily newspapers list bills introduced and legislative hearing schedules, in addition to reporting legislative activity.
Nebraska libraries make it even easier for the public to have infonnation about Nebraska laws and
legislative activity. Libraries are a statewide source for locating and accessing legislative infonnation. Many
Nebraska libraries use computers to obtain the text of laws and bills and to track the status of legislation. The
legislature's Research Division makes this infonnation available via computer access. Libraries that do not
have access through the Nebraska Library Communication System (NELCMS) can obtain legislative infonnation through the Library Commission's Nebraska Infonnation Network, through designated resource libraries.
Libraries are an important source for providing access to government infonnation. The public can
participate more effectively in the democratic process by using the available tools and resources. The role of
libraries in informing the public that these services are available is essential to improving participation in the
democratic process.

Rod Wagner

Librarians Are Watching These Bills
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Special Report
~~ NebraSka
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Information
Partnerships

Nebraska's Conference on Library
and Infonnation Services Set

Plans are being finalized for the Nebraska Information
Partnerships Conference at the Best Western Regency West
in Omaha, February 24-26, 1991. Nebraska's Conference on
Library and Information Services focuses on building partnerships among public and private organizations to better
serve the information needs of Nebraskans. Speakers and
small group discussions center around three major theme
areas: Partnerships for Democracy, Partnerships for Productivity, and Partnerships for Information Literacy.
A survey sent to more than 5000 Nebraskans assisted the
Nebraska Information Partnerships Planning Committee in
identifying key issues and direction for discussion at the
conference. Results of discussions from the Nebraska Information Partnerships Conference, along with pertinent
recommendations from other projects such as New Horizons
and Nebraska Futures, will form the basis offuture library
and information service agendas.
One hundred Conference delegates were selected at the
Nebraska Information Partnerships Planning Committee
meeting in December 1990. With more than 230 nominations submitted, the Delegate Selection Subcommittee worked
to ensure representation for each of the four categories
(Library and Information Professionals, Active Library
Supporters, Government Officials, and the General Public)
reflecting Nebraska's diversity in terms of cultures, geography, community size, and public and private organizations.
Following is a list of those selected to participate as delegates at the Nebraska Information Partnerships Conference
in Omaha:

Category A - Library and Information
Professionals

Judy Andrews, Bellevue
Ann Stephens, Fremont
Verda Bialac, Omaha
John Bernardi, Omaha
Mary E. Anderson, Omaha
Nina Little, Omaha
Mary Griffm, Omaha
James R. Beatty, Omaha
Ella Epp, Henderson
Kay Andrus, Omaha
Tom Gensichen, Omaha
Laureen Riedesel, Beatrice
Sharon McCaslin, Peru
Donna L. Peterson, Lincoln
Beth Goble, Lincoln
Pat Peterson, Lincoln
Steve WilHams, Lincoln
Kent Hendrickson, Lincoln
Rebecca Bernthal, Lincoln
Phyllis Brunken, Columbus
Joie Taylor, Columbus
Kathleen Tooker, Wayne
Michael D. Martin, Doniphan
Dee Yost, Hastings
Judy Grandstaff, Blue Hill
Marilyn Sampson, Clay Center
Nadine De'Bacco, Gering
Jeanne Leader, Gering
Karon Harvey, Scottsbluff
•

Category B - Active Library Supporters

Phyllis Jackson, Elkhorn
Gale Kosalka, Ralston
Rebecca J. Crofoot, Omaha
David A. Krecek, Omaha
Betty Cook, Beatrice
Anne Baden, Hebron
L. Susan Smith, Lincoln
Jane Geske, Lincoln
Betty Grant, Columbus
Marilyn McDowell, David City
Marie Brown, Polk
Luette Sundberg, Polk
Phyllis Carlson, Schuyler
Richard L. Miner, Norfolk
Laura Lou Marsh, Hartington
Diane K. Boyd, South Sioux City
Dennis Tyson, Grand Island
Barbara Wood, Kearney
Jessie E. Hervert, Ravenna
Bill McGahan, North Platte
Wally A. Seiler, Alliance
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Category C - Government Officials

Julie Haney, Ralston
Connie Eichhorn, Omaha
Jim Lewis, Lincoln
Daniel J. Holtz, Auburn
Richard Calhoon, Beatrice
Arlys Dill, Hebron
Jo Beth Gutgsell, Lincoln
James S. Harvey, Lincoln
Warren W. Benson, Omaha
Rich Bringelson, Lincoln
D. Beth Macy, Lincoln
Jane Mendlik, Lincoln
Burney Bouslough, Lincoln
Jolene K. Boshart, Lincoln
Janet Owens, Lincoln
Gerald Kutish, Lincoln
Sandra Riley, Columbus
Peter Rush, Columbus
Rick Noyes, Norfolk
James E. Van Marter, Holdrege
Eva Y. Knight, Alliance
Wini Warner, Beaver City
Jean Ahrens, Scottsbluff
M. Jane Hunter, Scottsbluff
Catherine Simmons, Scottsbluff
•

Category D - General Public

Cheryl K. Evenson, Fort Calhoun
Beverly F. Di Mauro, Omaha
Mildred HilI, Omaha
Robert G. Lanphier, Omaha
Bernice Hanks, Omaha
Catherine English, Peru
John Salistean, Utica
Carolyn Johnsen, Lincoln
David McCleery, Lincoln
Jean Durgin-Clinchard, Lincoln
John Smith, Lincoln
Maria Dan Vu, Lincoln
Donna L. Polk, Lincoln
Dan J. Kolar, Lincoln
Kathy Small, Lincoln
George Steinsberger, Columbus
Sid Cook, Grand Island
Linda R. Klingelhoefer, Kearney
Marilyn K. Carlson, Kearney
Bill Lock, Kearney
Thomas E. Kelly, Oxford
Andrew Elkins, Chadron
Charlotte L. Hood, Chadron
Mary K. Robinson, Gering
Jan Gompert, Mitchell

•

Honorary Delegates

STATE OFFICIALS:
Chief Justice William C. Hastings
Governor Ben Nelson
Lt. Governor Maxine Moul
Chief of Starr Sandy Scofield
U.S. CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION:
William Barrett
Peter Hoagland
Douglas Bereuter
Bob Kerrey
James Exon
NEBRASKA LffiRARY COMMISSIONERS:
Thomas Harvey
Norma Young
Lucille Vannoy
Donna Trueblood
R.W.Brown

Eight delegates and four alternates will be selected at
the state conference to represent Nebraska at the White
House Conference on Library and Information Services in
Washington, D.C., July 9-13, 1991.
Exhibitors at the Conference include the following private
and public organizations: DataTimes, Omaha Public
Library, Lincoln City Libraries, SCOLA-Satellite Communications for Learning, University of Nebraska Libraries,
US West, Xerox, the Nebraska State Data Center, and the
Nebraska Library Commission.

•

Nancy Busch
Library Commission Deputy Director

Nebraslca Library Commission staff discussion groups respond to
questions that will be posed to delegates at the Nebraslca conference.
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Special Report

the metals of choice. For more infonnation, contact Katherine Walter, Chair, Nebraska Documents Preservation
Advisory Council, 402-472-3939.

Furniture for Preservation

Katherine L. Walter
Nebraska Documents Preservation Advisory Council

•
This is the first of a series of reports on Preservation issues. The article below is based on technical
infonnation received at the first National Archives
Preservation Institute, November 1-9, 1990.

Nebraska Library Commission Preservation Resources

Choosing archivally-sound furniture for collections may
seem like a fairly esoteric topic, but how many of us can get
by in our careers without ordering shelving? Many of us
must also order map cases or other metal furniture. As long
as we have to order it, we might as well get furniture that
doesn't harm the materials we house in it or on it.

These materials are available from the Library Resource
Center audio-visual collection at the Commission via
interlibrary loan or on-site checkout. The OCLC number is
included for those who prefer to send online requests.
Nebraskans can also phone 800-742-769l. Please include
the caU number on all requests.

In preservation circles, the problems of using wood furniture
have been well known for a long time. All wood gives off
gases that are harmful to books, papers, or other materials
shelved on them. Oak, beech, and ash are particularly
harmful. Particle board, masonite, and plywood also "offgas"
over time. The latter have fonnaldehyde, as well.

Back to the Future: Knowing and Preserving Your
Collection. Amigos Bibliographic Council. Dallas, TX:

If you must use wood shelving, avoid polyeurathene
varnishes. Latex paint can be used, but allow it to cure
before putting materials on or in the furniture. Two weeks
minimum curing time is recommended. Another solution is
to tape five to seven millimeter polyester sheets on the
shelves, using appropriate tapes.

Until recently, metal shelving with a baked enamel finish
was recommended fOr libraries and archives. However,
studies at the National Archives reveal that baked enamel
produces gases too. Powder coated finishes are now recommended instead of baked enamel finishes. Powder coating
is sprayed on dry and then melted onto the surface of the
metal furniture in hot ovens. The finish looks the same as
baked enamel, but it doesn't "offgas." Powder coatings are
no more expensive and are encouraged by the Environmental Protection Agency because they are less harmful to
the environment.
In order to make sure you are protected when ordering metal
furniture, you can specify in bid documents that there must
be "no noticeable odor of paint fumes." The National
Archives will purchase 521 linear miles of powder coated
compact shelving for its new building in the next couple of
years, so the market is expanding. In the meantime, companies that carry metal furniture with powder coating include
Delta Designs in Topeka, KS and Hamilton Industries in
Two Rivers, WI. Stainless steel and anodized aluminum are

1989. (2 sound cassettes, 180 min.)
LRC/AV CAS Z701.B32 1989x - OCLC#20334662

Basic Book Repair with Jane Greenfield. Visual Education for Wilson Co. Bronx, NY: 1988. (1/2" VHS video,
30 min.) LRC/AV VID Z701.B37 1988xOCLC#I7786239

Basic Conservation Procedures: Storage and Handling,
Environmental Controls. Nebraska State Historical
Society. Lincoln, NE: 1989. (1/2" VHS video, 35 min.)
LRC/AV VID Z701.B3S 1989x - OCLC#22148395

Basic Preservation Techniques for Libraries and
Archives. Johns Hopkins Univ. Library. Baltimore, MD:
1987. (1/2" VHS video, 70 min.) Also includes 59 p.
pamphlet. LRC/AV VID Z701.B3111987xOCLC#17254407

Books in General Collections: Paper Repair and Pockets
with Robert Milevski. Library of Congress, National
Preservation Program. (Library preservation: fundamental
techniques; 2.) Washington, DC: 1987. (1/2" VHS video,
81 min.) LRC/AV VID Z701.B671987xOCLC#20475505

Books in General Collections: Recasing with Don
Etherington. Library of Congress, National Preservation
Program. (Library preservation: fundamental techniques;
4.) Washington, DC: 1987. (1/2" VHS video, 79 min.)
LRC/AV VID Z701.B66 1987x - OCLC#20475509
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Fighting Slow Fires. Division of Library Development,
New York State Library. [Albany, NY?]: 1988. (112" VHS
video, 60 min.) LRC/AV VID Z701.F53 1988x OCLC#18768537

The Inside Track to Disaster Recovery. ARMA, Inc.
Prairie Village, KS: 1986? (112" VHS video, 14 min.)
LRC/AV VID Z701.I571986x - OCLC#15716029

Protective Enclosure: Portfolios and Boxes with Robert
Espinosa. Library of Congress, National Preservation
Program. (Library preservation: fundamental techniques;
6.) Washington, DC: 1987. (1/2" VHS video, 2 parts, 114
min.) Part 1, 52 min.; Part 2,62 min.
LRC/AV VID Z701.P7S1987x - OCLC#20475506

Slow Fires: on the Preservation of the Human Record.

Ubrary and Archival Disaster: Preparedness and
Recovery. Biblio Prep Films. Oakton, VA: 1986.

Council on Library Resources, Library of Congress. Santa
Monica, CA: 1987. (1/2" VHS video, 33 min.)
LRC/AV VID Z701.S56 1987x - OCLC#18862980

(1/2" VHS video, 21 min.) Also includes 16 p. workbook.
LRC/AV VID Z701.LSO 1986x - OCLC#16318871

Slow Fires: on the Preservation of the Human Record.

Library Binding: a Shared Responsibility, a Collaborative Process. Library of Congress, National Preservation

Council on Library Resources, Library of Congress. Santa
Monica, CA: 1987. (1/2" VHS video, 58 min.)
LRC/AV VID Z701.S551987x - OCLC#17323943

Program. Washington, DC: 1990? (1/2" VHS video, 26
min.) LRC/A V VID Z701.L52 1990x OCLC#21363931

Use or Abuse: the Role of Staff and Patrons in Maintaining General Library Collections. Illinois Coopera-

Materials at Risk: the Preservation Challenge. Karen
Garlick and Merrily A. Smith. Capitol Heights, MD:
1990. (140 slides, 1 sound cassette, 10 min.)
LRC/AV SSL Z701.M371990x - OCLC#22786108

tive Conservation Program. Carbondale, IL: 1986.
(1/2" VHS video, 24 min.)
LRC/AV VID Z701.U83 1986x - OCLC#22013351

Murder in the Stacks. Columbia University Libraries
Preservation Committee. New York, NY: 1987.
(1/2" VHS video, 14 112 min.)
LRC/A V VID Z701.M87 1987x - OCLC#16933668

Pamphlet Binding with Jan Merrill-Oldham. Library of
Congress, National Preservation Program. (Library preservation: fundamental techniques; 3.) Washington, DC:
1987. (1/2" VHS video, 60 min.)
LRC/AV VID Z266.P351987x - OCLC#20475512

Paperworks: Stabilizing Archival Collections. American
Assn. for State and Local History. Nashville, TN: 1989.
(1/2" VHS video, 22 min.)
LRC/AV VID CD950.P361989x - OCLC#21429530

Protective Enclosure: Surface Cleaning, Encapsulation,
and Jacket-making with Judith Fortson-Jones. Library
of Congress, National Preservation Program. (Library
preservation: fundamental techniques; 1.) Washington,
DC: 1987. (1/2" VHS video, 80 min.)
LRC/AV VID Z701.P77 1987x - OCLC#20475508

Protective Enclosure: Simple Wrappers with Lynn
Jones. Library of Congress, National Preservation
Program. (Library preservation, fundamental techniques;
5.) Washington, DC: 1987. (112" VHS video, 52 min.)
LRC/A V VID Z701.P761987x - OCLC#20475507
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Library Science Master's Offered

Special Feature
Organization Supports Teachers

To celebrate 1991 Year of the Lifetime Reader,
each month Overtones will feature a Nebraska
organization that promotes the joy and importance
of reading as a lifelong activity. Information about
these organizations comprising the Nebraska
Community of the Book is currently being compiled by the Nebraska Center for the Book, Pat
Peterson, Directory Taskforce Chair.

f'......

The Nebraska English/Language Arts Council, formerly the
Nebraska Council of Teachers of English, serves all English!
Language Arts teachers in Nebraska The organization is
committed to providing an opportunity for teachers of
English across the state to communicate about their common
goals and share solutions to their common problems.
The organization supports Nebraska teachers through
publications and programs.
The Nebraska English
Journal, edited by Sam Umland at Kearney State College,
features articles written by teachers. The Nebraska EngUsh
Language Arts Bulletin (NEBLAB) is a collaborative effort
with the University of Nebraska Teachers College, Nebraska
Writers Project, and the Center for Curriculum and Instruction reporting on real classroom activities that support the
development of Nebraska readers and writers.
The organization's primary activity is an annual conference.
This year the conference was co-sponsored with the
Nebraska Educational Media Association. Lucy McCormick
Calkins, author of The Art ofTeaching Writing and Lessons
from a Child, spoke oil insights gained from her years of
research on children as readers and writers. The conference
featured a variety of sessions on writing, literature, and
media For more information about this organization, contact Fran Reinehr, Apt. B, 1735 South 16th Street, Lincoln,
NE 68502.

•

Annual Report Issue in July
This issue of Overtones marks a departure from our
practice of designating the fIrst issue each year as the
Library Commission Annual Report. The Annual
Report will appear in Issue Number 5, June/July, to
coincide with the beginning of the state fIscal year.

Beginning next fall, Nebraskans will have the opportunity to
obtain a master's degree in library science through Emporia
(KS) State University. Classes will be held on weekends at
the Nebraska Library Commission beginning in September.
The program was approved last month by the Nebraska
Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education.
Admission interviews will be conducted in Lincoln during
late March. Early application is advised. Individuals who
have not taken the Graduate Record Examination (GRE)
should do so this spring or summer. GRE packets are
available from any college or university.
The test is offered in Nebraska at Chadron State College,
Kearney State University, McCook Community College,
Hastings College, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, University of Nebraska at Oinaha, and Wayne State College.
For details, contact Tim Lynch at the Nebraska Library
Commission, 800-742-7691 or 402-471-2045, or Cathy Hoy
at the School of Library and Information Management,
Emporia State University, 800-552-4770.

•
Automation Consultants Hired

Information Systems Consultants, Inc. of Washington, D.C.
will provide library automation consulting assistance for
fourteen Nebraska public libraries. Richard Boss, senior
consultant for the project, has worked on numerous library
automation projects and has written extensively on library
technology issues. The fIrm will work with the libraries to
develop plans and specifIcations for purchase and installation of automated library systems. This will help the
libraries seek funds to fInance local automation projects.
Initial activities include library site visits and other data
collection efforts.
Public libraries involved in the project include Beatrice,
Bellevue, Columbus, Fremont, Grand Island, Hastings,
Holdrege, Kearney, McCook, Norfolk, North Platte,
Scottsbluff, Sidney, and York. The Library Commission is
providing Library Services and Construction Act Title I
funding and staff assistance to support the library automation planning project.

•
Overtones/January!February

News of Nebraska Libraries & People
Diann Muhlbach, President of the Nebraska State Literacy Councils, and Dick Allen, Nebraska Library Commission, were selected to review LSCA Title VI, Library Literacy Program grant applications. As one of forty-four
nationwide teams reviewing 450 grant applications, they evaluated proposals for up to $35,000 each.
Several Nebraska libraries have recently announced staff appointments. They include Michael Ronn, Librarian at the
American Historical Society of Germans from Russia; Evelyn Kurpgeweit, Librarian at the Madison Public
Library; Carol Reed, Adult Services Librarian at the Kearney Public Library and Information Center; Joan
Williams, Librarian at the Elmwood Public Library; Don Weinand, Osmond Public Library Director; and Steve
Fosseiman, Director at the Grand Island Public Library.
Kathy Harris, Library Commission Interlibrary Loan Technician, has been named 1991 Outstanding Young Woman
by Nebraska Women of Today, recognizing community, civic, professional, and overall achievement.
Leta Powell Drake, of Nebraska Educational Television, is the newest volunteer narrator at the Library Commission'S
Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. She will narrate the NETV Choice magazine each month.
Mary Fairley, Children's Librarian at North Platte Public Library retired at the end of February. She worke4 at the
library for twenty-five years and is known throughout the state for her leadership in planning for children's services.
The Library Commission recently hired Elaine Miller as Receptionist/Office Clerk/Documents Assistant.
The Goodall City Library in Ogallala and the Broken Bow Public Library each received unsolicited gifts of $5,000
from the American Bicentennial Presidential Inaugural Committee.
The Central City Public Library recently received a $25,000 challenge grant from the Peter Kiewit Foundation to
partially support construction of a new library.
Last month, Overtones incorrectly reported that the 1989 Nebraska Summer Reading Program had been selected as the
model for the Idaho 1991 program. The Idaho State Library is currently considering this program, along with others from
other states.
The Eastern Library System announced the appointment of Kathy Tooker as System Administrator. The SyStem is
hosting a dinner theatre fund-raiser to benefit the Louise A. Nixon Scholarship Fund on March 22. Contact the System
office at 402-330-7884 for more information.

--FORWARDING & RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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Overtones
Newsletter of the Nebraska Library Commission

Fellowships, Awards,
and Scholarships Available

A variety of awards and scholarships are open to Nebraska
librarians, libraries, and Friends groups.

Vol. IS No.2

March 1991

The Duane Munson Scholarship is a new scholarship to
support professional training for members of the Nebraska
Library Association and the Nebraska Educational Media
Association. Contact Esther Beile, 4 70 Eastridge Rd., Crete,
NE 68333,402-826-2873 or Chris LeBeau, Reinert/Alumni
Library, Creighton University, California at 24th St., Omaha,
NE 68178-0300,402-280-1757 (deadline April 15).

•

Libraries demonstrating creative efforts to promote awareness, availability, and use of large print books can apply for
cash awards by contacting Cathy Boettjer, G.K. Hall,
70 Lincoln St., Boston MA 02111,617-423-3990 (deadline
March 29).
Libraries can also apply for children's collection grants
averaging $4,000 each. Contact Lois Lenski Covey Foundation, Inc., Arthur F. Abelman, 1271 Avenue of the Americas,
45th Floor, New York, NY 10020,212-246-3700 (deadline
ongoing).
The 1991 Friends of the Library U.S.A. (FOLUSA) awards
competition deadline is April 15. Nominations for the Baker
& Taylor $1,000 cash prizes should be sent to: Sam Streit,
Special Collections, Brown University,Providence,RI 02912
for Friends of Academic Libraries; Ernestine Clark, Metropolitan Library, 131 Dean McGee, Oklahoma City, OK
73102 for Friends of Small Public Libraries; Rennie Davant,
c/o Friends, Atlanta-Fulton Public Library, 1 MargaretMitchell
Square, Atlanta, GA 30303 for Friends of Large Public
Libraries; Blane Dessy, Director, Alabama Public Library
Service, 6030 Monticello Drive, Montgomery, AL 36130 for
State Friends Organizations.
A $1,000 cash prize will be given by OCLC to a librarian who
best demonstrates front line reference service. The award
will be presented to the individual who makes effective use
of electronic reference products in providing reference services to patrons and demonstrates know ledge, creativity, and
good humor, as well as "goes the extra mile" for patrons.
Contact OCLC, Reference Services Division, MC 236, 6565
Frantz Road, Dublin, OH 43017-0702 (deadline July 31).

TM Public Library Guidelines Review Committee met in Lincol"
to formulate recommendations.

Public Library Guidelines Reviewed

The Public Library Guidelines Review Committee met
several times to examine the Public Library Accreditation
Program. Although the committee agreed in substance on
the contents of the guidelines, significant changes were
discussed. They include proposals to add a second level of
accreditation as incentive for improvement, a program for
certification of pu blic library boards of trustees, and general
simplification and clarification of existing guidelines. The
committee proposed that the number of guidelines be
reduced and that a greater percentage be required. Library
Commission staff Jim Minges and Barbara Johnson drafted
the new guidelines document for review by the committee
and presentation at Nebraska Library Association Spring
Meetings, April 29 through May 3.

•
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From the Director:
Thomas Jefferson came to Omaha on February 24. Mr. Jefferson was invited to address delegates to the
Nebraska Pre-White House Conference on Library and Infonnation Services. He was not quite what I had
expected. Jefferson was reflective, reserved, not entirely comfortable as a speaker, but a person with powerful
ideas about infonnation, education, and democracy. Jefferson came across as passionate about personal
liberties and individual responsibility.
There were good reasons for inviting Mr. Jefferson to speak to the delegates. He is one of the best
examples of the self-educated person, a champion of education and enlightenment, and a proponent of the
importance of libraries in a democratic society. Lifelong learning was not a part of the educational vocabulary
of his day, but Jefferson was a perfect example of the concept.
Library professionals especially like Jefferson. It was he who contributed his vast personal library to the
national government following the fire that destroyed the Library of Congress in 1814. For one who had spent
a lifetime and a fortune acquiring a vast private library, this was a considerable contribution.
Education, literacy, and the diffusion of knowledge were recognized by Jefferson as fundamental to
democracy. He saw libraries as a revolutionary place in a free society, a temple of the alternative. Jefferson's
ideas about what government ought to be are well rooted in our political culture. Throughout the 200 years of
the United States, libraries have been a fundamental part of our democratic society. Libraries will be no less
important in the next century.
Thomas Jefferson was aptly portrayed by Clay Jenkinson, a scholar who frequently addresses groups as
Jefferson. Dr. Jenkinson's portrayal was made possible through a grant from the Nebraska Humanities Council.
Rod Wagner

Library Commission Plans for Energy
Conservation

working condition and install energy savings measures to
reduce use of fuel and operating costs.
• Increase video conference delivery of continuing education programs.

•

In order to achieve a five percent reduction in the use of fuel,
the Library Commission has submitted an Energy Conservation Plan to the Governor's office. Strategies include:
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• Promote car pooling for all meetings scheduled by the
Commission involving participants from outside Lincoln
and coordinate Commission staff travel using state and
personal vehicles.
•

Conduct meetings by teleconference, when possible.
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• Request that the six regional library systems develop
travel policies to encourage car pooling.
• Work with and encourage the Commission building
owner to maintain building mechanical systems in efficient
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A Conference for
Library Support Staff

May 9-10, 1991

Hilton Hotel
Lincoln, Nebraska

Sponsored by the Nebraska Library Commission in cooperation with
the Nebraska Library Association Paraprofessional Roundtable

C lianging '1Wfes ana'1(esponsi6i£ities:
A Conference for Library Support Staff
This conference recognizes the importance of support staff to Nebraska's libraries and to the
citizens who depend on these libraries. The conference seeks to encourage library paraprofessionals to become more involved in their libraries and in state organizations and to promote
continuing education for library paraprofessional staff.
Presentations including Building Effective Work Relationships, Increasing Library Staff
Involvement in Budgeting, and Handling Career Plateaus build on the conference theme of
changing roles and responsibilities of library support staff. Keynote speaker for the conference
is Kathleen Weibel, former Director of Libraries, Ohio Wesleyan University. She currently cochairs the Education for Support Staff Issues Subcommittee of the American Library Association Standing Committee on Library Education (ALNSCOLE). (Check program for .other
speakers.)
*This conference is sponsored by the Nebraska Library Commission, 1420 P St., Lincoln, NE
68508, with cooperation from the Nebraska Library Association Paraprofessional Roundtable.
*A1l sessions will be located at the Hilton Hotel, 141 N. 9th St., Lincoln, NE 68508.
*Ten hours of Continuing Education credit for public librarian certification will be offered.

Registration Information

Registration Fee:
(fee does not include meals)

$25.00 for both days
$15.00 registration fee for one day

~

$ 6.50 - luncheon on May 9 (paraprofessional Roundtable business
meeting is open to all)
$14.50 - Banquet on May 9 (Speaker, Rod Wagner)

(optional)

,

Accommodations:

~

(add 8.5% room and sales
tax to these rates)

The Lincoln Hilton is holding a block of rooms for conference participants. Make reservations by contacting them directly at 141 N. 9th St.,
Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-475-4011 or 800-HILTONS by April 18, 1991.
$44.00 - for single occupancy
$54.00 - for double occupancy
$60.00 - for triple occupancy
$66.00 - for quad occupancy

For more information about the conference, contact Tim Lynch at the Nebraska Library Commission,
1420 P Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 800-742-7691 or 402-471-2045.

,k

:.

AGENDA
May 9,1991
9:30 a.m.

Registration and Coffee

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

GENERAL SESSION: "I Work in a Library but I'm Not a Librarian"
-Kathleen Weibel, former Director of Libraries, Ohio Wesleyan University,
and Co-Chair, ALA/SCOLE Education for Support Staff Issues Subcommittee

12:00 noon

Lunch (optional)

1:00 - 1:30 p.m.

Nebraska Library Association Paraprofessional Roundtable Business Meeting- Open to All

1:30 - 3:00 p.m.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS:
A. PLAYING MULTIPLE ROLES: BUILDING EFFECTIVE WORKING
RELATIONSHIPS WITH YOUR BOSS AND YOUR STAFF
Examine how building an effective relationship with your boss can also make you a
better supervisor and a more effective member of the organization. Discuss tips on
"Managing Up the Organization."
-Joan Giesecke, Associate Dean of Libraries, University of Nebraska, Lincoln

B. YOU ARE YOUR LIBRARY'S IMAGE
A paraprofessional is probably the first person that a patron sees when coming into
the library. Find out how body language, communication skills, attitudes and dress
affect your image and the image of your library.
-V. J. Nelson, Food for Thought, Lincoln
3:00 - 3:30 p.m.

Break

3:30 - 5:00 p.m.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS:
A. DREAMS IN DRY PLACES?: THE BUDGETING PROCESS
Learn from two points of view how budgets are designed and implemented. Explore
how goals are translated into realistic budget requests, as well as how library staff can
become more aware and involved in the budgeting process.
-Nancy Busch, Deputy Director, Nebraska Library Commission
-Mike Phipps, Director, Omaha Public Library
(agenda continued on next page)

Registration Form
(please fill out both sides of this form.)

Nrune: _________________________________________________________________________
Organization:,___________________________________________________________________
Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____
_______________________________________ Phone:~(~____~)_______________

B. IS YOUR LffiRARY HAZARDOUS TO YOUR HEALTH?:
Gain insight into health problems related to the work environment and ask yourself,
"how healthy is my library?"
-Bernie Hauber, Industrial Hygienist, OSHA
5:00 p.m.

RECEPTION sponsored by the NLA Paraprofessional Roundtable

6:30p.m.

BANQUET
The Secrets of "Your" Success:
-Rod Wagner, Director, Nebraska Library Commission

May 10, 1991
9:00 - 10:45 a.m.

GENERAL SESSION: "Taking the 'Para' Out of Paraprofessional" - Part 2
-Kathleen Weibel

11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS:
A. CAREER PLA1EAUS FOR PARAPROFESSIONALS
Discover why some people can work in the same job for thirty years and others feel
burned out after only a few? Sharing pointers on how to keep interested, how to keep the
job fresh, and how to handle the stress related to career plateaus is the aim of this session.
-Jean Faber, Employee Assistance Programs, Nebraska Methodist Hospital,
Omaha
B. ARE THERE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN MASCULINE AND FEMININE
MANAGEMENT STYLES?
Examine why it has been said that the "good old boy" management style is passe and
that a feminine style of management is the style for the 90's.
-Martha Hale, Dean, School of Library and Information Management,
Emporia (KS) State University

12:30 p.m.

Lunch (Roundtable Executive Board Meeting)

2:00 - 3:15 p.m.

THE TECHNOLOGICAL FUTURE: THE ROLE OF LmRARY SUPPORT STAFF
Discuss how technology has pointed out the need for well-qualified support staff instead
of reducing their role in libraries.
-Claudya Muller, Director, Cuyohoga County Public Library, Cleveland, Ohio

3:15 - 3:30 p.m.

Break

3:30 - 4:00 p.m.

Conference wrap up

Mark the items that apply.
___ $25.00 registration fee for both days

___$6.50 luncheon - May 9

___ $15.00 registration fee for one day only

_ _.,.w$14.50 banquet - May 9

______TOTAL ENCLOSED
Make check payable to the Nebraska Library Commission.
Mail with registration form by April 24 to Bev Wittig, Nebraska Library Commisssion,
1420 PSt., Lincoln, NE 68508

One hundred delegates from across
Nebraska convened in February at
the Nebraska In/ormation Partnerships statewide Conference on
Library and Information Services in
Omaha. These delegates, representing a cross section of the state's
citizens, gathered to discuss and
envision ways in which public and
private partnerships can better meet
future library and information
services needs. Speakers and small
group discussions centered around
three major areas: Partnerships for
Democracy, Partnerships for Productivity, and Partnerships for
InformationLiteracy. The Nebraska
Conference focused on the theme
of forming Nebraska Information
Partnerships, a theme that will be
reinforced by Nebraska Library
Commission activities and initiatives
throughout the Nineties.
The Nebraska Conference is a prelude to the White
House Conference on Library and Information
Services, July 9-13, 1991, in Washington, D.C.
Nebraska delegates to the White House Conference
on Library and Information Services were elected
in Omaha. The delegates and alternates are left to
right: William McGahan, alternate (North Platte);
Phyllis Brunken, delegate (Columbus); Julie
Haney, alternate (Ralston); Gale Kosalka, delegate (Ralston); David Krecek, delegate (Omaha);
Eva Knight, delegate (Alliance); Sandra Riley,
delegate (Columbus); Thomas Kelly, alternate
(Oxford); Laureen Riedesel, alternate (Beatrice);
Robert Lanphier, delegate (Omaha); Dee Yost,
delegate (Hastings); not pictured is Donna Polk,
delegate (Lincoln).

News of Nebraska Libraries & People
The original copy of the BiU.or Rights will be exhibited in Lincoln March 27-30 at Pershing Municipal Auditorium. The
2oo-year-old document, on loan from the Virginia State Library and Archives, is part of a 5,OOO-square foot exhibit
presenting historic information through video images and graphics displays.
The Calvin T. Ryan Library's government documents section at Kearney State College has earned four marks-of excellence from the U.S. Government Printing Office. The marks of excellence were awarded after a recent inspection of the
library's government documents section.
The Southeast Library System is sponsoring three sessions of Trustee Workshops. The sessions are March 18 in Aurora,
March 25 in Falls City, and April 8 in Plattsmouth.
The Library Commission is co-sponsoring Spring Book Reviews with the Library Systems. Reviews of books for
children and young adults will be presented by Commission staff Mary Jackson and Sally Snyder, Storyteller Pat Clark,
and reviewers from the Library Systems. Reviews are scheduled for March 14 in Seward, March 21 in Columbus, March
26 in Scottsbluff, April 4 in Kearney, and April 10 in Fremont.
The Library Commission Library ror the Blind and Physically Handicapped is hosting the Western Conference of
Librarians Serving the Blind and Physically Handicapped on May 2-4 in Lincoln. A Pre-conference on Children's Services
is planned for May 1. For more information, contact Dave Oertli, 402-471-2045 or 800-742-7691.
Friends or the Omaha Public Library initiated "Operation Desert Reader" to collect paperbacks and mail them to United
States military personnel in Saudi Arabia. An appeal to the public resulted in more than 4,000 books.
"Read, Succeed!" is the theme for National Library Week, April 14-20, the focal point of a year long campaign to
promote the value of libraries and reading to our society, to strengthen support for all kinds of libraries, and to encourage
library use. Libraries across Nebraska are planning activities to remind Nebraskans of the valuable resources and services
at libraries, including the professional help in locating information provided by librarians. The Metro Omaha National
Library Week Committee will sponsor a Library Expo outside the University or Nebraska at Omaha Library on April
20 from 11 :00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. during the Celebrate UNO Festival.

---
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Paul Hoffman Selected For Institute

Vol. 18 No.3

April 1991

Loan Subsystem, enabling them to provide fast, efficient
resource sharing services for their patrons.
Public libraries include Fairbury ,Gothenburg, Grattan Township, Gretna, Lexington, Ord Township, Oshkosh, and
Scribner. Central Community College at Columbus and
Grand Island received funds, as did the Media Centers at
Elmwood/Murdock School, Garden County High School,
and Ord Jr./Sr. High. The only special library to become a
new NEON library in this group is Madonna Professional
Care Center in Lincoln, also a NEULIST participant.

Paul Hoffman, Library Commission NEBASE/OCLC
Member Services Coordinator, has been selected to attend
the Snowbird Leadership Institute. Paul was sponsored by
the Library Commission and nominated by his alma mater,
University of Wisconsin, to attend the August institute in
Snowbird, Utah. The Institute offers unique leadership
development opportunities to librarians in the early years of
their professional career. Participants interact with a select
group of outstanding leaders in the library world and meet
others like themselves--leaders of the future. The institute is
made possible through the support of Dynix.

•
Proposed Budgets Reduce Funds
for Libraries

•

State and federal library programs face budget reductions in
the coming fiscal year. The Governor has recommended a
2% across-the-board reduction in state agency budgets for the
biennium, and the Legislature's Appropriations Committee
has included a 4% across-the-board reduction in its preliminary budget recommendations, with specific library funding
reductions. The Legislature is expected to begin consideration of state appropriations bills in early May following
receipt of the Appropriations Committee's budget proposals.

The team ofPaul Hoffman and Martha Hale present the Nebraska
Information Partnerships vision in graphic form.

Libraries Get NEON Head Start

Fourteen libraries were recently awarded $500 "Head Start"
grants to help defray NEON start-up expenses. These new
NEON user libraries will have direct access to information
about Nebraska library holdings and to the OCLC Interlibrary

President Bush has submitted a 1992 federal budget which
once again calls for elimination of most federal support for
library programs. The Administration proposal includes no
funds for the Library Services and Construction Act, except
those specifically identified for library literacy programs and
the Higher Education Act. Under the Administration proposal, these programs would be merged with a number of
other federal education programs in a block grant to the
states. Nebraska currently receives nearly $1 million in
annual federal library program aid for public library services,
library construction and technology, and interlibrary cooperation.

•
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From the Director:

Nebraska Library Commission Budget Hearing
Testimony by Rod Wagner, Director, March 18, 1991

Senators: We would like to give you a brief report on some major Library Commission activities and then comment
on some specific items concerning the Appropriations Committee's preliminary budget.
The Commission's budget request submitted this past September was one of the most carefully thought out that I can
recall. Our entire staff was asked to examine agency programs and services, and contribute ideas on goals and priorities
for the future. As is usually the case, there were far more ideas than could reasonably be included in our budget request.
The budget submitted in mid-September is one that our six member Commission approved and supports with the belief that
it is appropriate and justified.
We included with the budget request the list of service reductions which would occur if state and cash funds were
reduced by up to 5%. Those, too, were carefully prepared and described. The items on that list are items that we felt
justified in requesting, but the modification budget forces us to present priorities. That we did.
Just a few weeks ago we held a state Pre-White House Conference on Library and Information Services. The title of
the conference was Nebraska Information Partnerships. The conference was developed with consideration toward
earlier statewide planning initiatives, including Nebraska Futures, the Legislature's New Horizons strategic planning
project, and the Library Commission's own strategic plan. One hundred delegates were brought together representing
Nebraska libraries, state and local government officials, and the general public. The delegates were asked to help develop
a vision of what library and information services should be like in the future. Their efforts were enthusiastic and outstanding. We would like to give you a poster which illustrates some of the ideas presented in the conference.
Nebraska Information Partnerships is a theme that we have adopted for the 1990's. We see many opportunities for
public and private ventures to substantially improve our library and information services through these partnerships.
Within the next few years we want to see the completion of the Information Superhighway connecting Nebraska
communities. Comparable to Nebraska's roadways, the Information Superhighway will provide the electronic roads to
connect people wherever they live in Nebraska with global library and information resources. Libraries are a vital part of
the information infrastructure. We have a chance now to move forward, connecting libraries through upgraded communications networks and installation of computer equipment in libraries. Your support is needed to help the Library Commission and Nebraska libraries acquire the technology to provide access to and delivery of information. We get a tremendous
return on the invesunent made in libraries. This has been borne out year after year through state and federal aid to help
libraries improve facilities, improve library collections, and more recently, acquire computer systems. State and federal
funds often provide the incentive that helps bring forth local public and private funds.
While library technology is needed to improve services, we cannot take a step back in supporting library personnel and
acquisition of library materials. The people and the information resources are the essential ingredients for community
library services.
You well know from our budget request that a very large part of the Library Commission's budget goes toward the
lease costs for our office and library facilities. Last summer we began discussions with two other state government entities
which have common interests and facility needs. We are working on a proposal to connect the library and information
agencies of state government through a State Information Center. We look forward to returning in the future with a
proposal for your consideration concerning the State Information Center.
Nebraska libraries are a consistent source of information for support of rural revitalization, economic development
initiatives, and other community development pursuits. They are a source of access and delivery of information throughout Nebraska. The real economic growth area in Nebraska is small businesses. Libraries offer access to information for
those businesses.
The Legislature has given the state's education function a significant boost during the past few years. That support has
been needed and has had good results. Libraries are a part of the state's educational function. Libraries are part of our
lifelong learning resources. In your support of educational needs at all levels, we ask that you include library functions.
The Nebraska Library Commission and Nebraska libraries are involved in some exciting and innovative efforts to
deliver library and information services to the People of Nebraska. We need your support and the support of your colleagues in the Legislature. We ask that when you put together your final budget recommendations that you give statewide
and community library service needs your fullest support.
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Special Report
Nebraska Information Partnerships
Vision and Recommendations

This Special Report has been excerpted from a
report on the Nebraska Conference on Library and
Information Services, held February 24-26,1991.
The full report will be available from the Library
Commission in May.

. That increased access to resources and services for all
Nebraskans regardless of economic status, geographic location, gender, age, literacy level, ethnicity, ph ysical or mental
disability, or other relevant factors will continue to be of
concern in the design and deli very oflibrary and information
service.
. That, although new and additional funding and funding
sources will always be needed, lack of funding does not
constitute a barrier to achieving many of the visions and
recommendations offered.
. That well-educated, trained, experienced, and remunerated librarians/information professionals are one of the
keys to achieving these visions and recommendations.

TraditiolUll conservoJive and liberal views of government as
either "the problem" or "the solution" are giving way to the notion
that the public and private sectors should work together in
partnership whenever possible. The strategy ofpromoting publicprivate partnerships recognizes that a cooperoJive relationship
between the two sectors will create a productive environment for
creoJive enterprise and prosperity.
("A State for AU Ages: Report of the First Phase"
New Horizons for Nebraska, November 1988)

Background
The Nebraska Information Partnerships initiative builds on
previous and ongoing efforts to improve the state's quality of
life through community and economic development, such as
New Horizons (a project of the Nebraska Unicameral,
Executive, and Judicial Branches) and Nebraska Futures
(a private economic and community development effort).
One hundred delegates from across Nebraska convened in
February at the Nebraska Information Partnerships statewide
Conference on Library and Information Services in Omaha.
These delegates, representing a cross section of the state's
citizens, gathered to discuss and envision ways in which
public and private partnerships can better meet future library
and information services needs. Speakers and small group
discussions centered around three major areas: Partnerships
for Democracy, Partnerships for Productivity, and Partnerships for Information Literacy. The theme of forming
Nebraska Information Partnerships will be reinforced by
Nebraska Library Commission activities and initiatives
throughout the '90s. Martha Hale, conference moderator,
and Paul Hoffman, conference graphic artist, worked as a
team to summarize small group discussion and present
Nebraska's vision in graphic form (see over).

. That the role of the library/information/media center as a
sense of place for communities is viable and will continue to
be important to Nebraskans.
. That the need to educate and inform Nebraskans about the
role, availability , and value oflibrary and information services
is continuous and a critical component of any agenda for
improvement of service ..
. That traditional concepts of community, institutional
boundaries, and ways of doings things must be continually
challenged and altered in order to achieve visions for future
services and programs.
. That the visions and recommendations generated on the
state level will need individual, local, state and national
partnership, collaboration and commitment for realization.
. That local communities could benefit from going through
a process similar to the Nebraska Information Partnerships
model, whereby individuals and groups come together to
discuss and envision their future information and library
service needs.
. That development of universally accessible electronic
national and international information networks is necessary
and desirable to optimize services to Nebraskans.
My vision focuses on access ofinformation of aU kinds
and for all people; it involves the removal of barriers
whenever possible that would impede such free access
and it involves a vision for the future that is wildly
courageous and creative in its resource sharing and
cultivation of partnerships of many types.
(Mary GriffinDelegate to Nebraska conference)

The following assumptions undergird Nebraska's recommendations:
. That the themes of"Partnerships for Democracy,"Partnerships for Productivity," and "Partnerships for Information
Literacy," are aspects or components of a larger "Quality of
Life" goal, toward which Nebraska's library and information
profession hopes to contribute.
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Information literacy
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SOME VISIONS OF PARTNERSHIPS FOR
DEMOCRACY

INFORMATION LITERACY

PRODUCTIVITY

How do we ensure well-informed
participants in public policy
formation andself-govemment?

How do we enable people to develop
the skills to effectively access and
evaluate information?

How do we empower
Nebraskans to enhance their
productivity?

(Our) vision of democracy and
information in the 21st century
includes a barrier-free system of
exchange of information with a
foundation service of helping
persons identify the information
problem, developing strategies
for accessing the information,
identifying relevant information,
analyzing the information, and
synthesizing the information to
develop an answer to the problem.
Libraries must accept a role in
protecting democracy by aiding in
the constant struggle to augment
our nation's literacy.

Ideally, someday every home and business
would have a computer and access to global information. Prior to the realization of
this concept, the emphasis has to be on
quick and easy access to information. The
information is there. The problem lies in its
access and dissemination. Access involves
the actual, tangible availability and one's
feeling of "comfort" (for lack of a better
word) in attaining such. I personally feel
that the biggest barrier to attaining information (in a library setting especially) is
one's lack ofknowledge ofhow to go about
getting it.

Productivity is more than economic growth. It is providing all
segments of the community the
opportunity to reach their-own
goals and to achieve meaningful
participation in the marketplace.
Productivity implies self-sufficiency, personal satisfaction!
success, and responsibility for
the earth, the society, etc.

A Sampler of Recommendations from the Conference
• Continue to work towards universal information access by
developing appropriate, affordable technology; repackaging
information in all formats for all types of users; setting
standards for technological developments; and creating public support or subsidy of information and library services.
. Continue to promote and support the role of librarians as
information brokers, information access advocates, and
information generalists.
. Make Nebraska Information Partnerships the library and
information profession's theme for the 1990s, developing
models, resources, and spin-offs that can be used in a variety
of ways as blueprints for change and means to accomplish the
visions from this conference.

. Develop a Nebraska State Information Center, made up of
core agencies (Nebraska Library Commission, StateRecords
Management Division, and the Legislative Reference
Library) as a central access point for identifying and making
the information resources of state government available for
government leaders and for Nebraska citizens.
. Identify and disseminate Nebraska's "Information Highways," as one means of creating a wider awareness of public
and private information resources and services.
. Redirect local, county, state, and federal resources (financial, human, etc.) to better support information and library
services in society.
. Develop national and global linkages to information
resources for productivity, democracy, and information
literacy.

• Develop Nebraska State Information Policies that address
access, fees, and privacy issues.
. Develop partnerships with organizations such as the
Nebraska Rural Development Commission to assist communities and individuals in accessing community and economic
development information.

My hope for the future is that aU citizens, regardless of ethnicity, gender, intellect, economic status,
etc., will have access to information and wiD be
brought in as a full partner for all planning and
support of library/information systems.
(Donna Polk Delegate to Nebraska Conference)

•
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Resource Sharing Changes Planned

Based on the Library Commission's Resource Sharing
Review Final Report (October, 1990) several program
changes are anticipated, forming a new Resource Sharing
Participation Program. Program changes are planned for
July I, 1991. Major changes include:
- Formation of a Resource Sharing Committee to work with
Commission staff in planning, evaluating, and developing
statewide library resource sharing activities.
- Use of the OCLC Interlibrary Loan Subsystem for
interlibrary loan transactions among Nebraska libraries, .in
place of the NELCMS interlibrary loan syst~m. PartIal
support for library costs to use the OCLC InterlIbrary Loan
Subsystem is planned, dependent on the outc~me of s~te and
federal appropriations. (Note: NELCMS WIll contmue for
electronic mail, bulletin board, and access to special databases, with continued enhancements to statewide electronic
communications expected).
- Development of training resources and manuals to aid
improvement of interlibrary loan and reference services.
- Compensation to lending libraries for loans made through
the OCLC Interlibrary Loan Subsystem as an incentive for
resource sharing. Under the new Lender Contribution Payments,libraries will receive payment or credit for loans, with
no deduction for borrowing. Compensation rates are dependent on the outcome of state and federal appropriations.
- Assistance to libraries for installation of computer equipment for direct access to Nebraska library records in the
OCLC Online Union Catalog -- expanding the Commission's
NEON Head Start Project (see page 1).

-

WHEREAS, acidic paper, which is present in most writing
and printing papers produced since the mid-nineteenth century, has drastically reduced the life of books, documents,
and other publications; and
WHEREAS, the deterioration of collections in Nebraska's
libraries, archives, and other record-holding agencies is well
documented; and
WHEREAS, large expenditures of funds are necessary to
prevent further deterioration of collections through microfilming or other means of reproduction; and
WHEREAS, the potential loss of Nebraska 's written heritage
poses a threat to the rights of citizens to access information
and to the history of this great state; and
WHEREAS, alkaline paper production is more environmentally sound than acidic paper production since alkaline
processes reduce water consumption and facilitate waste
management; and
WHEREAS, the United States Congress has urged states to
adopt the use of alkaline permanent paper for the printing of
documents and other records of enduring value; and
WHEREAS, the National Information Standards Organization and the American · Library Association have urged
publishers to use paper meeting the American National
Standards Institute's Standard for Permanent Paper forPrinted
Materials, ANSI Z39.48-I984; and
WHEREAS, alkaline permanent paper is as accessible as .
acidic paper and costs no more.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE NINETY -SECOND LEGISLATURE OF
NEBRASKA, FIRST SESSION:
- That the Legislature urges state and local governmental
agencies to publish documents, letters, and other papers of
enduring value on alkaline permanent paper.
- That the State Energy Office and the State Records
Administrator study the use of alkaline permanent paper,
including recycled alkaline paper, in state and local government and submit a record to the Committee on Government,
Military and Veterans Affairs within twelve months from the
date of this resolution.

-

Pennanent Paper Urged

Librarians Are Watching These Bills
LB94
The Legislative Resolution regarding use of alkaline paper
(LR45) sponsored by Senator LaVon Crosby of Lincoln
passed on March 11. It urges government agencies to use
alkaline permanent paper and mandates that a study be
conducted on the use of permanent paper, including recycled
alkaline paper. Katherine Walter, Bill Ptacek, Jacqueline
Mundell, and the other members of the Nebraska Preservation Advisory Committee helped to create this opportunity to
educate Nebraskans about preservation issues. The text of the
resolution follows:

- Sponsored by Senator Dave Landis Clarifies provisions for levying county
taxes for public library services PASSED BY THE LEGISLATURE,
SIGNED BY THE GOVENOR

LBIIO - Include provisions concerning
obscenity and pornography-LB35I
HEARINGS HAVE BEEN HELD,
BILLS STILL IN COMMITIEE
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News of Nebraska Libraries & People Dick AUen, Library Commission, recently served as a reader for grant applications for the U.S. Department of Education
College Library Technology and Cooperation Grants Program.
The Annual LibrarylMedia Training Institute is scheduled for May 30 through June 1 at Wayne State College. The
Institute, "Reaching Your Highest Potential", will offer presentations designed for new media specialists and librarians as
well as advanced sessions.
Million dollar "bills" and congratulations were distributed at the Beatrice City Council in February after announcing that a
three-year fund drive for a new Beatrice Public Library building has exceeded its $1 million goal. The bills/bookmarks,
said "Beatrice Public Library Thanks You A Million for your help in achieving the $1 million goal for the new library
building. "
The Eastern Library System has a new toll-free number, 800-627-7884.
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln received a gift of a 368-year-old
treasure: the First Folio, one of only about 200 existing volumes of the
fIrst printing of William Shakespeare's work. Kent Hendrickson, UN-L
Dean of Libraries, said "Among the many fme gifts that have been given
to University Libraries, this is the single most important one. It is difficult
to place an exact value on the book, but it is commonly assumed to be the
most valuable secular book in the world, second only in value and importance to the Gutenberg Bible." The First Folio was a gift from the family
of the late Johnny Johnsen, owner of the Nebraska Bookstore.
The Second Annual Mystery and Suspense Convention will be held in
Omaha at the Holiday Inn Central, Memorial Day weekend, May 24-26.
Guest of honor will be Mary Higgins Clark. For information on registration, cost, and additional activities, contact Jennifer Kirchmann at the
Omaha Public Library, 402-444-4842
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During 1991, the Council will develop recommendations concerning Nebraska Information Partnerships,
libraries and rural revitalization, library services to
persons with disabilities, and the Nebraska long range
plan for library services. The next meeting will be held
on June 5 and 6 as a joint meeting between the Council
and the Nebraska delegates to the White House Conference on Library and Information Services. Council
meetings will also be scheduled for September and
December.

•

Franklin Reader is Photo Winner

Nebase Annual Meeting Features OCLC
Research

The Franklin Public Library had a winning entry in the
American Library Association' s Year of the Lifetime Reader
Photo Contest. Linda Ziegler of Franklin won second place
and $500 in the adult division, colored photographs. Linda's
daughter, Jessica, is shown reading at the Hastings Depot.

•
State Advisory Council Meets With
. Commission

The State Advisory Council on Libraries and the Nebraska
Library Commission held a joint m~ting March 21 and 22.
Following an afternoon orientation session for Council members, the Council and Commission joined for a dinner
meeting and presentation by Rod Armstrong, Director of the
Governor's Policy Research Office.
The Council and Commission also held a joint discussion of
the ideas and recommendations from the February Nebraska
Information Partnerships conference. In other business, the
Council adopted a resolution supporting continued funding
for federal library programs and elected Jim Harvey as ViceChair.

The NEBASE Annual Meeting will be held Friday June 14
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Omaha Regency West
Hotel.
Martin Dillon, Director of the OCLC Research Office, will
explain some recent research initiatives and what they might
mean to libraries in the future. Rod Wagner, Library
Commission Director, will summarize the Resource Sharing
Participation Program changes. A vision for Nebraska's
telecommunications future will be shared by Bill Miller,
Director of the Communications Division of Nebraska's
Department of Administrative Services. Verda Bialac,
NEBASE OCLC Users Council delegate, will give the final
report for her term of office.
Concurrent sessions will be featured in the afternoon. The
first session offers a choice between Information Partnerships, Library Automation Update, and Western Library
Network Conspectus/Collection Analysis Process. The
second session choices include OCLC Cataloging, Resource
Sharing, and OCLCReference Services. ContactBev Wittig,
800-742-7691 or 402-471-2045, to register.

Overtones/May
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From The Director:
Dr. Clara Rottmann stopped by the Library Commission recently to personally deliver a copy of the
Nebraska Guide For Developing And Evaluadng School Library Media Programs. Clara and Deb Levitov
edited the Nebraska Guide. The Nebraska Guide is the product of the Nebraska Educational Media
Association. Dick Corwine, John Courtney, Ella Epp, Verne Haselwood, Dan Mook, Marilyn Sampson, and
Bonnie Zetterman compiled this fourth edition. These people, and a number of other individual contributors,
have put together a very useful tool for Nebraska's library media and education professionals.
When asked what was probably the most significant change in the new Nebraska Guide, Clara responded
that the publication of the American Association of School Librarians and Association for Educational
Communications and Technology's Injormadon Power had a considerable influence on new approaches
and philosophy of library media programs. Tlte rapid change and evolution of technological products and
services have also contributed. Indeed, school library media programs have come a long way since the fIrst
guide was published in the early 1970s. Information resources in a variety of formats and the central role of
the library media program in instructional planning and teaching are essential in today's schools.
A visit a few months ago to several library media facilities in the Omaha Public Schools with Dr. Nina
Little was a good opportunity to see the partnerships that have emerged within the Omaha Public Schools at
elementary, junior and senior high levels. In each of the schools the library media staff, facility, and information resources were integral components of educational activities.
Given the interest in building Nebraska Information Partnerships, the mission statement for library
media programs in the Nebraska Guide is worth repeating: "The library media program provides access to
information and ideas for the entire school community and is an integral component of the total educational
process. It is planned, achieved, and directed by certificated library media personnel who are information
specialists, teachers, and instructional consultants. This is a mission accomplished through partnerships
among library media specialists, teachers, students, administrators, and parents."
Thanks go to those people involved in publication of the new Nebraska Guide, and a special thank you to
Clara Rottmann for personally delivering a copy and taking time to talk about her ideas on library media
programs.
Rod Wagner

Library Commission Meets
OVElrTONBS U I'.IIIUIN~ " , .
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The Nebraska Library Commission met on May 10 to
approve the State Information Center vision statement.
Commissioners also received a staff report and update on
the Library Commission's Strategic Plan and affIrmed
staff decisions on Library Services and Construction Act
Title II projects. They approved funding allocations for
library systems, pending biennium appropriations by the
Legislature and reviewed current year grants and contracts.
Commissioners also adopted a resolution expressing appreciation to Sandra Riley for her contributions as a Commission
member in recognition of her two terms on the Commission .

•
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Special Report Who Should Pay for Library Service?

Nebraska libraries are faced with the issue of fairness in
providing services to persons who do not live in the cities or
counties that provide tax support for those services. Increasingly, public libraries are charging nonresident fees to allow
such use. In some cases, however, those fees are so minimal
that they are of limited value. To decide what is fair,
librarians and Jjbrary board members should look at some
underlying questions. Why should nonresident fees be
charged? How much is "enough"? What effect will fees have
on the library?

Why nonresident fees?
Public libraries are a function of the cities, townships, and
counties that establish them. Their costs are paid almost
entirely through local taxes collected from the citizens of
those local governments. These citizens are then legally
entitled to basic library services without charge. In an ideal
world, every Nebraskan would support library service in this
manner. In reality, only about forty of Nebraska's counties
provide funding for countywide library service. This leaves
many people needing library service who do not share in the
support of service. Existing libraries have three choices for
handling that proble~:
• Citizens of the community can subsidize service to
nonresidents through increased local taxes. This option can
reduce the quality of service, if the library's funding is not
sufficient to serve that enlarged population.
• The library can contract with county boards to provide
tax supported countywide service.
• If the library is unable to contract for county or regional
service, it can charge a nonresident fee to individuals or
families choosing to use the library. Fees are a means to
provide service to persons whose local governmental units do
not support that service and can be an incentive for future
development of broader tax support.

no less than the local tax per capita. This can be found in the
current edition of the Nebrasl«l Public Library Profile. The
statewide tax per capita is $13.09, but it varies among
communities. If the library chooses to issue nonresident
library cards to families rather than individuals, the family
rate should be approximately 2.5 times the per capita tax rate.
For example, if the tax rate is $10.00, then $25.00 would be
an appropriate charge for a family nonresident card.

What is the impact of fees?
Assessing fees on this basis can effect the library in several
ways:
• Guideline 41 in the public library accreditation program
provides for nonresident fees equal to the amounts paid by
local taxpayers. Fees set on the above basis will meet that
guideline. Lower fees will not.
• Nonresidents who are accustomed to receiving library
service at little or no cost are likely to object. If the library
board accepts the fairness of comparable support by local
taxpayers and nonresidents, the board and library staff must
be prepared to respond to such reactions.
• Fees can, and should, be a step toward county and
regional tax support for the library. When compared to fees,
a reasonable level of county tax support will provide more
income for the library and less cost to the individual nonresident library user. Nonresident library users should be
encouraged to work for county funding.
We are accustomed to thinking of libraries as free for the use
of all. In fact,library service is paid for by taxes. The intent
of nonresident fees is certainly not to reduce access to
libraries, but to provide equitable support for that service. If
a library chooses to implement a fee, it should ensure that the
fee is sufficient to provide that equitable support.
The Library Commission has convened a statewide task
force on public library funding to study these and related
issues. This summer, ·the task force intends to work with
Commission staff on proposed changes in Nebraska library
laws. It is expected to issue recommendations affecting
funding and organization this fall.

•
Jim Minges,
Library Development Director

How much is enough?
Since nonresident fees are intended to avoid burdening the
taxpayers that support the library and to encourage county tax
support, they should not be set at an amount less than that paid
in taxes by the residents of the community operating the
library. Every library board has the authority to determine
the fee it will set. However, it is recommended that fees be
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a mission statement and the whole group combined them into
one statement. The task was accomplished. The statement
of mission is as follows:

Special Report

"In order to more effectively and efficiently
serve the current and future information
needs of the people of the Columbus area,
the Columbus Information Partnership is
a coalition charged with facilitating partnerships for the sharing of resources, programs,
and services ...

~~NebraSka
.~I
Information
17i~ Partnerships

From time to time, Overtones will feature
a Special Report on "Information Partnerships" that are forming in communities
across Nebraska. To submit a report about
partnerships in your community, contact
Mary Jo Ryan, 402-471-2045 or 800-742769l.

Another meeting is scheduled for May 29. The agenda is to
formulate some goals and objectives and to choose an
acronym that describes our partnership. One of the Columbus delegates couldn't wait to phone his partner on April
Fool's Day, so he called the day after the conference. No
foolin', 'Tho' April Fool is past, our partnership is cast!"

What Have You Done By April One?

For more information about these meetings and other activities of the Columbus Information Partnership, call or write
Betty Grant, 1653 27th Avenue, Columbus, NE 68601,
402-564-2040.

•

Betty Grant,
Group Facilitator
Columbus Information Partnership

In the final hours of the February 24-26 Nebraska Information Partnership Conference, the delegates were challenged
to find a partner, exchange names and phone numbers and
call that partner by April 1, to tell them what they had done
as a result of the Conference. The Columbus delegates,
inspired by this challenge, began planning on their way home
from Omaha for the possibility of a Columbus Partnership.
It was agreed that the six delegates that attended the conference from Columbus would meet to evaluate what we learned
as a result of the conference and to consider the possibility of
pursuing ways to share resources.
Afler positive feedback from that initial meeting, an additional eight information specialists in Columbus were invited
to the next meeting. With the art work of Paul Hoffman
before us, the conference delegates reviewed the events and
ideas from the Nebraska Information Partnerships conference. We began by defming the word partnership. Ideas
surfaced like sum is greater than parts, strength through
sharing, mutual fulfillment, interdependence, and
constantly evolving. The next step was small group discussions designed to examine our attitudes toward our new
partner called technology and our understanding of the
words money, power, powerlessness, and empowerment.
The question was asked "Is this something that we want to
pursue in Columbus?" The response was positive.
Another meeting w.as held to form a mission statement. We
did a group exercise that helped us to examine where modem
knowledge comes from, where it is taking us, and the role of
knowledge in empowerment. Small groups shaped ideas for

Betty Grant visits with Martha Hale, Conference Moderator.

Advisory Council Plans Joint Meeting

The June meeting of the State Advisory Council on Libraries
will include a joint meeting with the Nebraska delegates to
the White House Conference on Libraries and Information
Services. They will hear presentations from members of the
Nebraska library community, will hold joint discussion
sessions to consider these presentations, and will review the
final report of the Nebraska Information Partnerships
Conference on Library and Information Services.

Overtones{May
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If you have ideas or suggestions for the 1993 summer reading
program theme, contact Mary Jackson at the Library
Commission.

Special Report
Planning Underway for 1992 Summer
Reading Program

Watch for the announcement of the 1992 theme in the

NLCommunlcator and Overtones.

•
Mary Jackson
Children's Services
Library Services Coordinator

Although Summer Reading Program 1991,Western Frontier, is just beginning for most public libraries, the Nebraska
Library Commission is already involved in planning for the
1992 program. The procedure foridentification of the theme,
the creation of art, and the production of materials will be
significantly different this year. For the last several years,
summer reading program themes have been chosen by vote
at Spring Meetings. An artist was then selected by bid to
interpret the theme and create the visuals for the promotional
items. The effort involved in finding and selecting an artist,
consulting about the progress of the art, and producing the
finished products was time and energy-consuming and labor
intensive.
For 1992, a different approach is being tested. Commercial
finns that specialize in the manufacture and sale of items to
promote books and reading have been contacted about the
possibility of providing materials of comparable quality, .
cost, and quantity. They were given a list of themes
suggested by Nebraska librarians. If a close match can be
made between commercial materials already produced and
one of the suggested themes, the Library Commission will
arrange for the purchase and distribution of those materials
to Nebraska libraries. Prices will remain essentially the same
as previous years, since the Commission has traditionally
subsidized the cost of materials for local libraries.
The heart of the summer reading program, as with any
children's library program, is found in the ideas for activities,
reading motivation, patron recognition, and displays. The
contribution of Nebraska librarians to the program manual is
an essential ingredient oflocal program success and leads to
the stimulation of creativity, ingenuity, and involvement.
Therefore the manual will continue to be developed and
produced through the Library Commission. The themes
suggested by Nebraska librarians and proposed to promotional companies are:
• Around the world with books

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be a sport -- Read!
Books are for us (forest)
Discover America!
Environment -- Mother Earth
'Gator good book and read
Nebraska -- the good life
Sea you at the library
Up, up and away with reading

Poster by Diane deGroat

Children's Book Council Sets
Competition

"Reading Together" is the Children's Book Council 1991
reading encouragement theme. Four posters are available for
display in libraries, bookstores, daycare renters, and other
organizations wishing to promote reading for all ages. The
set of posters sells for $18.50. For further information about
current reading promotion materials, send a stamped (1 oz.,
first class), self-addressed envelope to Children's Book
Council, c/o Spring Materials Brochure.
The CO!lIlcil and the American Library Association are
sponsoring the "Children's Book Bridges" competition to
recognize outstanding cooperative and innovative library
programs that create a greater awareness of children's books
through a library project coordinated with other community
businesses or agencies. Projects must have taken place
within the last two years. The top entry will receive $1000
worth of children's books. Deadline for submission is July
2. To receive entry fonns, send a stamped, self-addressed
envelope to The Children's Book Council, Attn: Children's
Book Bridges, 568 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.

•
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Training Delivered By Satellite

Barbara Chandler, Library Commission Interlibrary Loan
Librarian, died May 9 after a brief illness. Barbara
suffered a stroke, from which she was unable to recover.
In addition to her mother, aunts, uncles, cousins, and
Bozie the cat, Barbara leaves behind many friends and
colleagues who miss her terribly.
Barbara had been Interlibrary Loan and Reference
Librarian at the Commission since 1980. She was
promoted to Librarian m in 1990 as a result of her
increased activities as a trainer and workshop presenter,
as well as statewide consultant on interlibrary loan issues.
She developed and offered many workshops and
presentations on interlibrary loan practices and procedures. She served on the OCLC Interlibrary Loan Advisory Committee and was a member of the Nebraska
Library Association committee that revised the Nebraska
Interlibrary Loan Code. In 1989, she was named our
Employee of the Year. Barbara also worked at Concordia
College and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln libraries.
Barbara had an MLS from the University of Denver and
was a member of Beta Phi Mu. She was also a member
of the Nebraska Library Association, the Lincoln Health
Sciences Library Group, Rebecca Lodge 190, and the
Algonquin Round Table. Although Barbara was always
a dedicated and conscientious employee, she will also be
remembered by many for her other qualities and interests.
She was active in the Lincoln theater community and
served as a member of the Lincoln Ensemble Board.
Several ceremonies and memorials, both public and
private, have honored Barbara during the last few weeks.
The Nebraska Library Association College and University section, Library Commission staff, and many of
Barbara's friends contributed to the Louise Nixon
Scholarship Fund in Barbara's name. Memorials may be
sent to the Scholarship Fund at the Nebraska Library
Association, c/o Bob Nash, University Library, University of Nebraska at Omaha, 60th & Dodge Streets,
Omaha, NE 68182.

The Library Commission arranged with the the Nebraska
Educational Telecommunications Center to offer Basic
Library Skills training by satellite. Three four-hour sessions
were broadcast live from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
in April. The sessions were a combination of lecture,
discussion at local sites, and reporting to the larger group
using a telephone bridge. Homework assignments were sent
to the Instructor, Laureen Riedesel. She graded them between sessions. Sessions were taped to allow those who had
to miss a session to make it up.
Site coordinators facilitated local group discussion, and
learned to deal with the demands of the technology. Site
coordinators/facilitators included Steve Ooton and Jeanne
Leader in Scottsbluff, Joan Birnie in Bassett, Sharon Osenga
in Kearney, Alta Marsh in Norfolk, Dona Kaminski in
Columbus, and Kathy Tooker in Elkhorn. One discussion
facilitator admitted that along with the students, she was
somewhat apprehensive about presenting a class across the
state via satellite. Sharon Osenga, Meridian System Administrator said, "It turned out to be fun! Laureen Riedesel did
a wonderful job of moving the class along at a brisk pace, yet
also allowed time for local discussion at each site. Reports
back from each site enabled us to hear what other groups
feIt about the topics under discussion. In all, it was a very
positive experience and I look forward to the next session in
September!"
The next class, Selection/Collection Management, is scheduled for September 13,20, and 27. For more information,
contact Tim Lynch, 402-471-2045 or 800-742-7691.

•
Help Wanted -- Contact Iobline

The Nebraska Library Commission Jobline informs employers and employees about library positions open in Nebraska
and surrounding states. Employers are urged to send paraprofessional as well as professional job openings for inclusion in Jobline. Send a copy of the position announcement
to Jobline, Nebraska Library Commission. To fmd out about
openings, call8oo-742-7691 or 402-471-2045 and ask for
Jobline.

•
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Chatauqua Comes to Nebraska

The Great Plains Chautauqua Society will appear on July 49 in Alliance and on July 11-16 in Central City. The theme
for 1991 is "American Renaissance," and will focus on the
works of Louisa May Alcott, Herman Melville, Henry
Thoreau, Walt Whitman, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Frederick
Douglass, and Margaret Fuller. These writers have been
called the "fIrst truly American writers," and their works
are also sometimes referred to as "the literature of our
democracy." Each evening will feature a program in the
Chautauqua tent -- a different program for each offIve nights.
During the day there are workshops and other activities for
all ages. Public Libraries in Alliance and Central City are
planning book discussions and/or related activities to coincide with the event. The goal is to make everyone more aware
of the pleasures of reading and talking
about literature and history. Professor
Carrol Peterson of Doane College in
Crete, will portray Walt Whitman.
A booklet of preparatory readings is
available from the Nebraska Humanities Council. Contact Clay Capek, 402474-2131, for more information.

Nebraska
Humanities
Council

The Public Library Section of the Nebraska Library Association is seeking nominations for its new award, Excalibur,
to recognize an outstanding public librarian. The award
honors the career accomplishments of the public librarian
who has demonstrated an outstanding record of service to
both his/her library and the library profession. The nominee
must be a member of the Public Library Section of the
Nebraska Library Association. Forms are available from
Shirley Flack; 2430 Avenue C, Scottsbluff, NE 69361,308632-0050.

•

Library Commission Awards Grants

The Nebraska Library Commission awarded Library Services and Construction Act (LSCA Title II) grants to libraries
across Nebraska. These federal grants are required to be
matched with an equal amount of local funding. The Gretna
Public Library will receive $100,000 for construction of a
new library building. Technology grants for library automation development will go to Chadron Public Library for
$6,250; Gering Public Library for $9,000; and Scottsbluff
Public Library for $3,325.

•

A cooperative technology development project will receive
more than $100,000. Libraries in the following Nebraska
cities and towns will take part in the project:

Award Nominations Sought

Eastern Library System -- Bancroft, Beemer, Blair,Elkhorn,
Gretna, North Bend, Oakland, and Wahoo
Meridian Library System--Broken Bow, Gibbon,
Gothenburg, Lexington, SL Paul, and Shelton

The Nebraska Library Association New Members
Roundtable (NE-NMRT) is seeking nominations for awards
to be presented at the fall convention. The Baker and Taylor
Grassroots Grant provides fInancial assistance to attend a
state association conference for graduate or undergraduate
students preparing for careers in librarians hip. The applicant
must be a member of NE-NMRT and the Nebraska Library
Association or the Nebraska Educational Media Association,
and must be a full or part-time student. The Houchen!
NE-NMRT Beginning Professional Award recognizes a
librarian or media specialist who has made a signifIcant
contribution in his/her initial career years. This cash award
is supported by Houchen Bindery and the NE-NMRT. The
Mentor ofthe Year Award is forindividuals that have aided
in the professional development of new members and have
influenced their careers by example. Applications and
nominations are confIdential and must be postmarked by
September 1. For further information and/or forms contact
Tracy Bicknell, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 216NLove
Library, Lincoln, NE 68588-0410,402-472-2554.

Northeast Library System-- Hartington, O'Neill, Schuyler,
Wausa, and Wayne
Panhandle Library System-- Chappell, Ogallala, Oshkosh,
and Mitchell
Republican Valley Library System--Arapahoe, Cambridge,
Clay Center, Holdrege, Imperial, and Superior
Southeast Library System--Auburn, Crete, Exeter, Fairbury,
Fairmont, Louisville, Nebraska City, Pawnee City, Seward,
and Wilber
These grants are made possible through federal funds administered by the U.S. Department of Education. All Nebraska
public libraries were invited to submit competitive proposals
for projects to increase and improve library space or facilitate
technology and automation in the library. The applications
forgrants exceeded the funds available by more than $150,000.
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News of Nebraska Libraries & People
Kent Hendrickson, Dean of Libraries at University of Nebraska-Lincoln has been elected to represent Nebraska on the
NEBASE Users Council, replacing Verda Bialac, Nebraska's previous delegate.
The Friends of the Hastings Public Library hosted a "Stay Home and Read a Book Ball" during National Library Week.
Organizers of the ball say it was one of the nicer events of the year -- no date to save, no rubber chicken dinner, no worries
about what to wear -- just send in a donation and stay home and read your favorite book.
Thomas A. Tollman, Associate Professor in the Reference Department of the University of Nebraska at Omaha
Library, spent the months of February and March in Quito, Ecuador as a Fullbright Lecturer. He was selected to work in
the first phase of a two-year program designed to update and upgrade the skills of Ecuadoran library workers.
The Fourth Annual Storytelling Festival of Nebraska sponsored by Omaha Organizations for the Purpose of Storytelling
(OOPS), will be held June 14 and 15 at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. The festival includes four concerts by
professional storytellers and a number of workshops. Information is available from the Eastern Library System office or
from Mary Heise, 6626 Western Avenue, Omaha, NE 68132,402-558-6185.
Several Nebraska Libraries have recently announced the appointment of new directors. They include, Connie Jelkin at
Hildreth Public Library, Karen Johnston at Oxford Public Library, Crystal Lantis at Bloomington Public Library,
Donna VanLandingham at Dannebrog Public Library, Phebe Fox at Edgar Public Library, Deb Jensen at Overton
Community Library, and Robert Nedderman at Hastings College Perkins Library. Additional staff appointments
include Patricia Hopp, Librarian at the Omaha Thomas Fitzgerald Veterans Home Library; Marie Sedlacek, Interim
Director at the Joslyn Art Reference Library; Susan Divan, Librarian at the Kearney Youth Development Center; and
JoeAnn Cartwright Romero, Lincoln School of Commerce Librarian.
Videotapes of the Wilson Symposium on the Future of Public Libraries are available from the Library Commission
through Interlibrary Loan. The tapes chronicle the three-day Symposium, held in Omaha in September, 1990. The
complete set of twelve tapes are also available for purchase for $125 (includes shipping and handling).
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From the Director:
Cooperation, collaboration, and partnerships are related tenns that have continued to grow in
significance for the Nebraska Library Commission this past year. Cooperation has been a cornerstone for Nebraska library services for decades. However, these cooperative activities have existed
mostly within the library community. Emerging partnerships are broadening the service base for
libraries and presenting libraries with new opportunities and alliances.
Information Partnerships has been adopted as a theme for several Nebraska Library Commission initiatives. This theme has grown out of the Commission's strategic planning process and the
Nebraska Conference on Library and Infonnation Services. Information Partnerships is based on
the view that public and private organizations must work together collaboratively to improve the
quality of life for the people of Nebraska. Good examples of both new and old partnerships can be
found at community, regional, and state levels.

Libraries have a critical mission to supply infonnation resources. The challenge is to make
Nebraska libraries the community access points for infonnation resources available in Nebraska and
throughout the world. With the ever expanding variety and scope of resources available to libraries,
there is a growing dependence on other public and private organizations that provide those infonnation resources.
Partnerships with Nebraska libraries, library systems, and other state government agencies are
fundamental to the Library Commission's mission. We look forward to further promotion and
development of these partnerships in the year ahead, and beyond.
This special annual report issue of Overtones highlights a number of Nebraska Library Commission activities from this past year. We welcome comments and questions concerning any of these
activities.
Rod Wagner

•

Overtones!Year in Review

Staff Changes in FY 1991

Commissioners/Staff
Arrivals

Commissioners Appointed

•
•
Gov. Kay Orr made one appointment and one reappointment
to the Nebraska Library Commission in FY 91.
Norma Young, Lincoln, was reappointed to a three-year
tenn, ending in 1993. She was re-elected chair.
Thomas Harvey, Omaha, was appointed to a three-yeartenn
ending in 1993. He replaces Gayle Stock, Omaha, who
served three years on the Commission.
Gov. Ben Nelson appointed Dr. Robert McPherson,
Hastings, to replace Lucille Vannoy, North Platte. Vannoy
concluded three years of service in June 1991.

•
•
•
•
•

Departures
•
•

He also appointed Myrna Vollbrecht, Stanton, to replace
Sandra Riley, Columbus, who concluded two tenns and six
years of service in May.
R. W. Brown of Sidney and Donna Trueblood of Lexington
continue to serve tenns expiring in 1992.

•

•

Library Commission Employees Honored

•
•

Two Library Commission Employees were honored for
exemplary job perfonnance. Tim Lynch was selected
Nebraska Library Commission Employee of the Year,
from nominations submitted by Commission staff. Tim's
contribution to the improvement of library education in
Nebraska was cited in his nomination, specifically his work
on the Nebraska Library Commission Colloquium, the
Wilson Symposium on the Future of Public Libraries, and
the cooperative effort to bring a Master's Degree in Library
Science program to Nebraska.
Doreen Kuhlmann was selected Nebraska Library Commission Manager of the Year. She was also selected from
nominations submitted by Library Commission staff.
Doreen's organizational skills, effectiveness as a supervisor, work perfonnance, and her ability to improve work
procedures were cited in her nomination.

•

Chlorene Hardy, Library Resource Center Librarian,
after twenty-five years with the Commission
Gretchen Naugle, Director of Technical and Audio
Visual Services, after more than seventeen years of
service
Jason Welter, Support Services Clerk

New Appointments
•

•

Renee Anderson, Audio Visual Inspection Clerk
Burns Davis, Infonnation Resources Librarian in the
Library Resource Center
Brad Hauptman, Mail Courier
Dennis Klebe, Computer Services Support Technician
Elaine Miller, Receptionist/Office Clerk/Documents
Assistant
Ola (Abimbola) Oguntimein, Book Circulation Clerk
in the Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
Kate Wakefield, Administrative Assistant for Infonnation Services and NEBASE

•

•
•

Kami Kemper, Library Assistant in the Nebraska
Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped,
fonnerly Audio Visual Inspection Clerk
Cecelia Kopp, reclassified to Library Technician in
the Library Resource Center
Doreen Kuhlmann, reclassified to Business
Manager
Sara Martin, promoted to Library Technician in
Technical Services, fonnerly Library and Clerical
Assistant
Jacqueline Mundell, promoted to Director of Library
and Information Services, remaining the Director
ofNEBASE
Lori Sailors, reclassified to Librarian I in Library
and Information Services Department
Several positions in the Library for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped were reclassified, including
Jan Anderson to Library Technician, Kay Goehring
to Librarian II, Diane Greenlee to Administrative
Assistant I, and Judy Tuttle to Library Technician.

Students
•

Student Interns and Work Study Students in FY 1991
were Brenda Corder, Laura F1iger, Todd Gumm, and
Doug Sbald.

•
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Barbara Cbandler, Library Commission Interlibrary
Loan Librarian, died May 9 after a brief illness.
Barbara suffered a stroke, from which she was unable
to recover. In addition to her mother, aunts, uncles,
cousins, and Bozie the cat, Barbara leaves behind
many friends and colleagues who miss her terribly.
Barbara worked at the Commission for more than
eleven years. In 1989, she was named our Employee
of the Year. She also worked at Concordia College and
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries.

Education Information Centers .............................. 12,778
Contact Center Literacy Hotline .............................. 1,493
CHIRS Collection Development .............................. 5,000
Nebraska Library Association
(to print Intellectual Freedom Handbook) ............ 927

•
Total Budget -- $3,883,849
Where the Money Came From
Special Grants·
3.9%
State
64.6%

Funding/Grants
Grants and Contracts Awarded

Cash
4.6%

Library Commission grants awarded in FY 91:
NEON Access _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Start-up funds totalling $16,500 were awarded to thirty-three
libraries ($500 each), extending direct access to NEON, the
state database used to identify Nebraska holdings in the
OCLC Online Union Catalog.

Technology Development _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Forty -two public libraries received grants totalling $134,041
to implement and upgrade library technology, including a
cooperative grant for thirty-eight libraries coordinated by the
regional library systems (to be expended in FY 92).

·Matching grants from W.K. Kellogg Foundation, National Endowment
for the Humanities Preservation Program, and the U.S . National
Commission on Libraries and Infonnation Science for the White House
Conference on Library and Infonnation Services.

Where the Money Went

Library
Development
11.0%

Special Grants
1.9%
Administration
4.2%
Library and Infonnation
Services
28.8%

AuromationPwnnmg _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
The Library Commission allocated $32,000 to the Private
Independent College Libraries and the Public Library
Resource Group to support planning and preparation for
automated systems, to develop automation expertise
beneficial to other Nebraska libraries, and to demonstrate
appropriate technology.

NEBASE
5.0%
10. 1%
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Major Urban Resource Library Services (MURLS)_ __
Omaha Public Library and Lincoln City Libraries received a
combined total of $47,700.
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Institutional grants ............................................... $21,300
Library Systems ................................................... 607,260
State Aid to Public Libraries ................................ 326,798
Public Library Construction ................................. 196,940
Net Lenders (Interlibrary Loan) ........................... 132,953
Subregional Library for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped (North Platte) ............ 52,064
Utah State Library (for braille service
to Nebraskans) .................................................. 4,606
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New in FY 1991

accreditation as incentive for improvement, a program for
certification of public library boards of trustees, and general
simplification and clarification of existing guidelines. The
committee proposed that the number of guidelines be
reduced and that a greater percentage be required. They
developed a new guidelines document, presented it at
Nebraska Library Association Spring Meetings, and
requested comment from Nebraska public libraries. Based
on this input, the committee is making substantial revisions
on the initial draft document. The final guidelines are
scheduled for adoption by the Public Library S-ection of the
Nebraska Library Association at their October Conference .

•
Paraprofessional Conference Held

Sen. Lavon Crosby, State Records Management Director WillitJmPtacek,
Library Commission Director Rod Wagner, and University of Nebraska
State Museum Director Hugh Genoways discuss preservation issues.

Statewide Preservation Activity Begins

The Library Commission received a $33,350 grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities to develop a statewide preservation planning agenda. The Commission helped
to found the Nebraska Documents Preservation Advisory
Council, now serving as the board for the grant project. With
the proceeds from the grant, a nationally-known preservationist, Lisa Fox of SOLINET, Inc., was hired as a consultant.
Delegates from libraries, museums, county historical societies, archives, and the private sector participated in two
strategic planning sessions. Libraries and county historical
societies were surveyed regarding disaster preparedness
plans. The planning document based on the sessions and
survey information will be published this summer. A legislative resolution regarding the use of alkaline paper (LR 45)
was passed by the Legislature and an Executive Order
requiring the use of alkaline permanent paper in state
agencies was signed by Governor Ben Nelson .

•

A conference especially for library paraprofessionals was
sponsored by the Nebraska Library Commission, with the
cooperation of the Nebraska Library Association Paraprofessional Roundtable. The two-day event was the first of its
kind for the Nebraska area and drew more than two hundred
participants from throughout Nebraska and the surrounding
region, including Kansas, Missouri, and Michigan. The
theme "Changing Roles and Responsibilities" emphasized
the diversity among library support staff, as well as their
common interests and goals.
Kathleen Weibel, ALNSCOLE Education for Support Staff
Issues Subcommittee Co-Chair, spoke at both general
sessions and participated in the conference wrap-up. The
general sessions focused on the important role of paraprofessionals in achieving library goals and reinforced the-message
that paraprofessionals are often on the front line -- dealing
with patrons. Other sessions explored employee/supervisor
relations, paraprofessionals and the image they project of
their library, the budgeting process, management styles,
career plateauing, and stress.

•
Resource Sharing Changes Planned

Public Library Guidelines Reviewed

Based on the Library Commission's Resource Sharing
Review Final Report (October 1990),anew Resource Sharing

The Public Library Guidelines Statewide Review Committee was formed to examine the Public Library Accreditation
Program. Although the committee agreed with the general
approach of the existing guidelines, several changes were
proposed. They include proposals to add a second level of

Participation Program is scheduled to go into effect July 1.
A Resource Sharing Committee will work with Commission
staff to plan, evaluate, and develop statewide library resource
sharing activities. The OCLC Interlibrary Loan Subsystem
is now encouraged for interlibrary loan transactions among
Nebraska libraries, instead of the NELCMS interlibrary loan
system. NELCMS will continue for electronic mail, bulletin
board, and access to special databases. Lending libraries can
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expect compen.sation for loans made through the OCLC
Interlibrary Loan Subsystem as an incentive for resource
sharing. Under the new Lender Contribution P~yments,
libraries will receive payment or credit for loans, with no
deduction for borrowing. Compensation rates are dependent
on the outcome of state and federal appropriations.

•
Audio-Visual Service Changes Made

New Electronic Resources for
Reference Service
Reference service was enhanced by adding new resources,
including:
• LC-Direct -- direct online access to Library of Congress
- databases, including congressional bill and hearing tracking
• CARL UnCover -- a searchable, browsable database of the
tables of contents of 10,000 periodicals

NebraskaLibrary <;:ommissioners approved anew fee schedule based on purchase price or size, and a new collection
development policy for the Nebraska Film Service, effective
July 1, 1991. All organizations borrowing from the Film
Service will pay fees. Previously, public libraries and state
agencies did not. The fees do NOT apply to library-related
materials in the Library Commission Library Resource
Center. They are checked out according to guidelines for
print formats and have no fee attached. Fees do NOT apply
to 1991 Summer Film Circuit.
Mter months of study, changes were made in response to
changing demand. Videos are purchased primarily from
rental revenues. Decreasing revenues necessitated narrowing the focus of the collection and charging all participating
borrowers. Audio-visual collection development now
focuses on support for Library Commission programs, as
well as materials not otherwise widely available and!
or materials of broad interest to both libraries and state
agencies. This includes audio-visual resources that support
management and training development and those thatilluminate major contemporary public policy issues.
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Film Collection service
will be discontinued as of July 1. The materials, primarily
older and curriculum-related, will revert to the University,
where options are currently under consideration regarding
disposal of the collection.

•
Library Science Master's Offered

The Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary
Education approved Emporia (KS) State University's application to offer a graduate library science program in
Nebraska. Classes will be held on weekends at the Nebraska
Library Commission beginning in September. Admission
interviews were conducted in Lincoln during late March.
Forty-five applicants were accepted into the program as of
June 13. Others are being considered.

•

• CD-ROM -- three dozen CD-ROM titles (growing weekly
as more federal documents become available on CD-ROM),
including the Agriculture and Economic census, portions of
the 1990 Census of Population, County and City Data Book,
County Business Patterns, Congressional Masterfile from
the Congressional Information Service, Public Mfairs Information Service database, Books In Print, and more
• DataTimes -- direct, online index and access to full text
business and news sources, including the Omaha World
Herald and three hundred other newspapers
• Internet -- an international telecommunications channel
providing access to the online public access catalogs of
libraries around the world

•

Second Colloquium Series Well Received
The Nebraska Library Commission Colloquium, Changing
Roles and Realities: Re-MemberingOur Profession, brought
together librarians, media specialists, and other information
professionals to explore and discuss issues related to our
changing realities and roles. Dr. Herbert S. White, Professor,
School of Library and Information Science at Indiana University, spoke on "The Importance of Information and the
Role of Libraries." Marilyn Gell Mason, Director of the
Cleveland (Ohio) Public Library, made a presentation
entitled "Back to the Future: Libraries in the Year 2000."
Dr. Martha Hale, Dean of the School of Library and information Science at Emporia State University in Kansas, closed
the Symposium with "How Do We Get There From Here?"
Dr. Joan R. Giesecke, Associate Dean and Associate Professor, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries, served as
Colloquium facilitator for each of the three sessions. More
than one hundred Nebraska librarians took part in the
Colloquium. The Third Annual -Colloquium, Changing
Roles and Realities: Values, Learning, and Creativity is
planned for September 26, October 24, and November 14,
1991. Contact the Commission to receive a brochure.
-

•
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Wide Variety of Training Offered

Library Commission staff worked with Library System
Administrators and outside trainers to offer a wide variety
of training opportunities for Nebraska librarians. These
demonstrations, workshops, and training sessions were held
across the state. They covered topics like Using NELCMS-the Nebraska Library Comrnunication System,EPIC Searching, the Nebraska Information Network (including NEON),
OCLC Cataloging and Interlibrary Loan, On-Line Searching
for Experienced and New DIALOG Users, and other technology-related topics. Additional sessions on these topics and
others are planned for FY 1992.

•

Foundation Extends Education
Infonnation Center Funding

The Commission received a $54,530 grant from the W.K.
Kellogg Foundation of Battle Creek, Michigan. The oneyear grant will be used to extend the services of the Nebraska
Education Information Center Network. The Network builds
partnerships between Nebraska libraries and other community organizations, providing Nebraska citizens with career
and educational planning services, small business assistance,
and educational programs in public libraries.
The Library Commission initiated the Nebraska Education
Information Center Network in 1986, with funding from the
W.K. Kellogg Foundation. The six initial library sites have
since expanded to serve Nebraskans in more than twenty
temporary, rotating centers in public libraries, school media
centers, and college libraries across the state. These minicenters incorporate print and non-print materials (including
a portable computer with a simple career and educational
decision making program) with training for library staff and
a promotion packet to help get the word out to the community. The training utilizes a videotape produced by Library
Video Network that features Nebraska Education Information Center libraries. Scheduling is underway. The goal is
to set up five minicenters each month in FY 1992 across
Nebraska.

•

Lifetime Readers Diann MuhJbach, DickAllen, Governor Ben Nelson,
Rod Wagner, 01Id Molly Fischer are surrounded by young readers as the
Governor proclaims 1991 Year of the Lifetime Reader.

Resource Sharing
and Network Services Grow

Year of the Lifetime Reader Proclaimed

Governor Ben Nelson proclaimed 1991 as Nebraska Year of
the Lifetime Reader, supporting statewide activities to
promote and encourage reading. Library Commission Director Rod Wagner presented the Governor with a copy of
Our Books, Our Wings, published by the Library Commission (a collection of memories of books and stories that
were meaningful from childhood through adulthood for 318
Nebraskans). The Year of the Lifetime Reader is a yearlong
celebration of the gift and promise of reading, co-sponsored
by the Library Commission and the Nebraska Center for the
Book. Nebraska's efforts were part of a national campaign
initiated by the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress
to stimulate reading and literacy projects that benefit all age
groups. The campaign encourages and draws attention to
family literacy programs, adult literacy and reading motivation projects, and the needs of blind and physically handicapped readers.

NEBASE added one new OCLC cataloging member library
and thirty-four new users ofNEON (the Nebraska state online
database) for a total of 135 participants. Sixty-eight workshops were presented by NEBASE staff. Twenty OCLC
Services demonstrations and presentations were undertaken,
including booths at two major conferences. Two new union
lists of periodicals were set up, including NEULIST, a
statewide list of periodicals in more than eighty Nebraska
libraries, an<,t a list of periodicals held in all Big Eight
Universities. NEBASE staff participated in OCLC field tests
for Passport software and PRISM service. They also assisted
OCLC and the FBI in locating the owners of more than
20,000 stolen books and manuscripts.

•
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Theme Chosen for the Nineties
One hundred delegates from across Nebraska convened in
February at the Nebraska Information Partnerships
statewide Conference on Library and Information Services
in Omaha. These delegates, representing a cross section of
the state's citizens, gathered to discuss and envision ways in
which public and private partnerships can better meet future
library and information services needs. Speakers and small
group discussions centered around three major areas: Partnerships for Democracy, Partnerships for Productivity, and
Partnerships for Information Literacy. The Nebraska Conference focused on the theme of forming Nebraska
Information Partnerships, a theme that will be reinforced by
Nebraska Library Commission activities and initiatives
throughout the Nineties. A report on the Conference was
prepared by Commission staff and is available from the
Commission.
The Nebraska Conference is a prelude to the White House
Conference on Library and Information Services, July 9-13,
1991, in Washington, D.C. Nebraska delegates to the White
House Conferepce on Library and Information Services were
elected in Omaha. The delegates are Phyllis Brunken,
Columbus; Robert Lanphier, Omaha; Gale Kosalka,
Ralston; Eva Knight, Alliance; David Krecek, Omaha; Donna
Polk, Lincoln; Sandra Riley, Columbus; Dee Yost, Hastings.
The alternates are Julie Haney, Ralston; Thomas Kelly,
Oxford; William McGahan, North Platte; and Laureen
Riedesel, Beatrice.

•

the future of small and rural public libraries in the United
States. The symposium looked at the nature of the community for the next decade of service, and developed an action
agenda to provide a framework and timetable of development for rural and small public libraries. Presentations were
made by futurists, librarians, library science educators,
sociologists, and rural development specialists on a range of
issues and trends affecting small and rural libraries.
Presentations were intermixed with group discussions that
identified needs and produced an ambitious array of recommendations for the improvement of public library services in
small and rural communities. The Symposium concluded
with the development of an action agenda addressing
networking, education, technology, funding, social, and
economic issues. Videotapes of the presentations are available from the Library Commission on Interlibrary Loan or for
purchase.

•
Advisory Council
Makes Recommendations
The State Advisory Council on Libraries held four quarterly
meetings in FY 1991, including a joint meeting with the
Library Commission in March. The Council recommended
that priority be given to consideration of establishing a
Nebraska Information Policy and that the Library Commission take a proactive role in the development of it.
The Council and Commission held a joint discussion of the
ideas and recommendations from the February Nebraska
Information Partnerships conference. The Council also held
a joint meeting with the Nebraska delegates to the White
House Conference on Libraries and Information Services.
The Advisory Group for the Library for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped helped to plan a survey of Nebraska
braille users and recommended steps to enhance talking book
services to schools.

National Symposium Held in Omaha
240 people came to Nebraska from thirty states and two
foreign countries to consider the future of public libraries.

The 21st Century: The Wilson Symposium on the Future
of Public Libraries was sponsored by the H.W. Wilson
Foundation, the Center for the Study of Rural Librarianship,
and the Nebraska Library Commission, in cooperation with
the Rural Library Services Committee, Small and MediumSized Library Section, Public Library Association, and the
College of Library Science, Clarion University ofPennsylvania. It brought together librarians, trustees, governmental
officials, and the interested public who are concerned about

•
Equipment Added to Increase Services
The Commission's Nebraska Library for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped recently opened a second audio
production studio. Friends of Print-Handicapped Nebraskans raised $3,500 to furnish the facility with equipment
meeting National Library Service standards. Other new
equipment has been added, enabling the transfer of print
materials into braille. In addition, equipment to enlarge
print onto a computer monitor is now available for loan to
Nebraskans with visual impairments.
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Training Delivered By Satellite

Highlights
171 Nebraska Libraries accredited

The Library Commission arranged with the Nebraska
Educational Telecommunications Center to offer the Basic
Library Skills training and the Tenth Annual Nebraska
Library Commission Conference for Children's Librarians
and Media Specialists by satellite. Sessions were broadcast
live from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. They were a
combination of lecture, discussion at local sites, and reporting to the larger group using a telephone bridge. More than
145 Nebraska librarians participated in continuing education
efforts through satellite delivery. Plans to offer additional
training by satellite are underway.

615 Nebraska Librarians certified
16,540 Talking books, magazines, and braille materials
circulated each month
17,000 Children and 300 Nebraska libraries involved in the 1990
Nebraska Swnmer Reading Program, Slimmer Safari
83,800 Statewide OCLC interlibrary loan transactions
80,000 Statewide NELCMS interlibrary loan transactions
7,100 Subject and bibliographic requests filled by Commission
Library and Information Services staff

•

3,200 Interlibrary loans by Commission Library and
Information Services staff

Nebraska Hosts Regional Conference

County FundingTask Force Convened
A statewide Task Force reviewed county funding
arrangements for public library services, county funding and
administrative problems, and potential changes to improve
funding provisions. The Task Force considered statutory
provisions in other states as possible models for Nebraska
application. They surveyed public libraries currently receiving
county funds. Commission staff are currently working with
the task force on recommendations that could lead to proposed
legislation.

•

The Commission's Library for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped hosted the Western Conference of Librarians
Serving Blind and Physically Handicapped Individuals. The
Western Conference meets every two years at a regional
library for the blind and physically handicapped. A recent
national study on cost projections and alternative models of
service for braille and machine operations were discussed.
The Commission also hosted a pre-conference on Library
Services to Children With Disabilities. Barbara Perkis,
Assistant Director of the illinois Regional Library, presented
ideas on children's programming and ways to cooperate with
schools and public libraries.

o
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Librarian, during the Nebraska Library Association Annual
Convention at the Omaha Holiday Inn Central, Friday,
October 11.

•

Information Partnership Grows

The Library Commission is working with the Nebraska Rural
Development Commission to build the Nebraska Development Information Partnership. This effort is an outgrowth of
the Nebraska Information Partnerships Conference, which
built on the Nebraska Futures Project and the Legislature's
New Horizons strategic planning process.

Library Commission Director Rod Wagner presents the Partnership
Proclamation to Howard McGinn, North Carolina State Librarian.

Nebraska and North Carolina
Forge Partnership
We know that information has the power to add value to our
enterprises and to enhance our quality of life. Nebraskans
and North Carolinians are preparing to share the wealth of
information with each other. Governor Ben Nelson has
signed a proclamation designating the NOrth- Carolina
State Library as an official NEBRASKA PARTNER. in
the delivery of quality library and information services to
Nebraska citizens.
This partnership will strive to enrich information
resources for the support of small businesses and
economic development in both states. State-of-the-art
computer communications networks will be used to benefit
Nebraskans and North Carolinians. The Nebraska Library
Commission will work with the North Carolina State
Library to assess information needs and develop new
responses. This cooperative venture is also designed to
share staff expertise and other resources, stimulating inno~
vation and maximizing resources for improved delivery
of library and information services. Nebraska Library
Commission Director Rod Wagner presented the
proclamation to Howard F. McGinn, North Carolina State

The goal of this effort is to use the library network and
the information resources in Nebraska libraries to assist
eConomic/community development professionals and volunteers across Nebraska. The primary emphasis of this
initiative is the creation of a computer supported information
and communications service, utilizing computer hookups in
places like libraries, courthouses, and state colleges. This
service will also be directly accessible to Nebraskans with
home or office computer and communications equipment.
The following services will be included in the initial phase
of the project: a topical events calendar; an electronic
newsletter; a directory of other online bulletin boards; and a
selective directory of agencies, organizations and services,
built on the Nebraska Education Information Center Network Directory, developed by the Library Commission.
Service enhancements are planned, including an E-Mail
system and a mechanism for accessing CD-ROM and online
databases (e.g. census and legislative information). This
initiative is a partnership of the Rural Development Commission, Library Commission, UN-O Center for Public
Affairs Research, the University Libraries, Nebraska Public
Power District, Communications Division of the Department of Administrative Services, Cooperative Extension
Service, Department of Education , UN-L Bureau of Business
Research, and the Department of Economic Development.
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From the Director:
Years in the making and uncountable hours in preparation, the second White House Conference on Library and
Information Services is now history. Was the WHC IT worth all the time, effort, and expense that it consumed? Only time
will tell, but my own impression is that it was worth the effort. Nebraska's pre-White House Conference event alone made
the White House Conference process worthwhile. State activities brought together people who helped generate ideas,
recommendations, and partnerships that will form a significant share of the program and policy agenda now and in the
years ahead. If the key recommendations from the White House Conference are moved forward, then there will be a very
positive result.
The Nebraska delegates went to Washington well prepared. Having done their homework, armed with notebooks
loaded with background material, and prepped with the sage advice of Ray Means (a 1979 White House Conference
delegate), the delegates took their places along with over six hundred other delegates from the states and territories. The
conference was fascinating, educational, frustrating, and highly political. The pageantry and expectations that led off the
conference soon gave way to the difficult task of managing group dynamics to produce the desired recommendations as the
conference product
The noble efforts of the conference planners to use technology to support conference activities were frustrated by the
gremlins that delight in bringing such technology to its knees. The electronic voting system had to be scrapped for the
conventional voice vote, which worked just fme. The computer system installed to provide documentation for topic group
deliberations often failed. Even so, conference staff and delegates managed to make things work.
It was interesting to observe individuals and groups promoting their special interests. The Nebraska participants were
true to our independent natures, a few times canceling each others votes by taking opposite positions. This was in contrast
to some of the other delegations that were almost amusing in their lockstep unanimity.

When the fmal marathon session was brought to a close on July 13, delegates had adopted more than one hundred
recommendations. That number was probably too many. And too many of the recommendations were adopted without
careful scrutiny. It will be a difficult task to mold those many recommendations into a coherent, credible agenda for
promoting library and information services.
One of the conference recommendations was to have yet another White House Conference within the next decade.
Should that come about, it will be interesting to see how many of the 1991 conference recommendations have been
achieved.
Among the conference recommendations were ideas that match up well with those from the Nebraska conference. The
State Advisory Council on Libraries will consider the White House Conference and the Nebraska Information Partnerships
Conference recommendations and suggest ways for the Nebraska library community to respond. It has been said on a
number of occasions that the White House Conference is a process and not an event. That appears to be so.
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ing library policies that run counter to professional values
and turn off potential customers; and striving for excellence

Special Report
Colloquium Focuses on Values, Learning,
and Creativity

" ...1 believe we .. .Inust stop thinking dualistically of our lives and
jobs. We must stop thinking of work as something imposed upon
us by the need to make money, and think of it as something we
have chosen to participate in because of its value in our lives and
in the community at large..."

This quote from James A.
Autry, Love and Profit: The
Art of Caring Leadership,
launched the Third Annual
NebraskaLibrary Commission
Colloquium. In the September
26 session entitled, The Role of
Values in the Information
Professions, Dr. Martha Hale,
Dean, School of Library and
Information Management,
Emporia State University and Dr. Roger Greer, Professor,
School of Library and Information Management, Emporia
State University, shared their thoughts on how our values as
information professionals may be changing along with our
roles and realities.
They analyzed the differences between the professional
values librarians believe they hold and the values expressed
by library policy and operation. One particularly powerful
example is the gap between the value placed by librarians on
service and placing the patron's needs fIrst, contrasted with
the implication of criminal behavior in the language of a
"fIne" for overdue materials instead of a "service charge" for
extra services. They also contrasted the professed value of
library service as a professional service provided by professional information specialists with the impression given by
the fIrst contact with a potential client. This contact is
generally not a professional encounter or needs assessment
session. Instead, libraries often conduct a rushed, perfunctory interview, forcing the potential customer to fIgure out
what services are offered and then to provide "evidence of
their existence and worthiness of the privilege" of using
library services.
The presenters challenged those in attendance to examine
how professional behaviors and library policy can better
reflect the professional values librarians profess to hold.
They stressed focusing on leadership, not management;
defIning, redefming, and refIning professional values; chang-

In the October 24 session entitled, Learning to Learn
Across Our Professional Life Span, Dr. Daniel Barron,
Associate Professor, College of Library and Information
Science at the University of South Carolina, explored how
people and organizations learn to learn. He stressed that
organizations and individuals capable ofcontinuous learning
will fare better in our increasingly dynamic, interdependent,
and unpredictable society. Dr. Barron examined individual
and organizational responsibility for learning in a relaxed,
humorous presentation. He stressed that learning is a lifespan
activity from "womb to tomb" and that libraries can be
involved in this learning process from "womb to tomb."
Dr. Barron suggested that the best way to help people to learn
is to stimulate as many senses as possible, incorporating the
mind, body, and spirit in the learning process. This involves
a combination of as many teaching methods as possible,
including lecture/demonstration, reading, personal experience reflection, exploration, testing, and communication!
interaction. Urging individuals and organizations to "grow
or die," Dr. Barron challenged librarians to examine whether
they (and their organizations) are involved in the continuous
renewal process of learning. He paraphrased Bob Dylan,
"Those not busy being born are busy dying."
On November 14, in the session entitled, The Role of
Creativity in Our Professional Lives, Maureen Sullivan
challenged participants to defIne creativity and fInd ways to
be more creative. Maureen Sullivan is a consultant to
academic libraries on staff development, managing organizational change, and human resource development. She also
serves as Organizational Development Consultant to the
Association of Research Libraries' Office of Management
Services. She stressed that everyone in every job has the
potential to be creative. She also stressed the importance of
learning to apply creativity to decision making and problem
solving. She urged librarians to foster creativity in our
libraries in order to mobilize the creative potential of the
people and resources in the organization. Group problem
solving should be an expected part of our work, not something else added to the work load.
~e participants assessed personal barriers to creative thought,

usmg an inventory that facilitates sorting the barriers into
categories and ranking each category according to its impact
on individual creativity. This exercise helped participants
move on to an assessment of organizational barriers to
creativity within libraries. Librarians were urged to see
barriers to creativity as barriers to effectiveness and to
overcome these barriers with communication.
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Looking for a

Uniqu~

Holiday Gift?

Celebrate Nebraska's 125th Anniversary
-- A Photographic Portrait of Nebraska

The Nebraska Quasquicentennial
(0-125) Commissioners meet with the
editor to discuss details for the
release of this unique book of
Nebraska photographs.

The 0-125 hard-bound volume is filled with nearly 200 pages of beautiful
full-color photographs taken by professional and amateur photographers from
every corner of Nebraska. Every aspect of Nebraska life is represented, from
historic landmarks to agriculture, sports, festivals, business and industry, family
recreation and the people of Nebraska.
A special feature of the book is a section entitled "Nebraska Hall of Fame,"
which highlights 20 men and women who helped the state from its settlement to
its move into the modern world.

ORDER FORM
Name ____________________________________________________________________
Address

----------------------------

Telephone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___

City

--------------

State

My payment is enclosed. Make checks or money orders payable to the 0-125 Commission.

Mail to:

Price: $36.95

-----

Zip Code

------

-'
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Special Report
Letters from Washington

... The Nebraska State Advisory Council/White
House Conference Delegation joint meeting
held in June.
Upon refection, the White House Conference was
a very demanding, thought provoking, stimulating four days of democracy in action. The
design of the Conference was such that
delegates had the opportunity to speak of their
concerns about libraries, to begin the process
of listening to all concerns, and to go through
the distillation provided by the plenary
session until there was agreement about the
major issues facing library and information
services t 'oday ... Interaction with delegates
from other states provided the opportunity to
see that Nebraska is indeed a leader ...
Participation in this conference strengthened,
my views that Nebraska's commitment to the
concept of cooperation among mUlti-type libraries is indeed important ...
review of the top fifteen recommendations
indicated that the concerns expressed at the
state level are indeed the same as the national
concerns:

,~

1.
2.

Nebraska delegates. alternates. and observers are (left to right) Laureen
Riedesel. David Kreuk. Sandra Riley. Phyllis Brunken. Gale Kosalka.
Thomas Kelly. Donna Polk. Robert Lanphier. Eva Knight. Dee Yost. Betty
Grant. and Rod Wagner.

The following reftections are excerpts from
letters written by Nebraska delegates, alternates, and observers of the White House Conference on Library and Information Services.
... Participation as a member of the Nebraska
delegation to the White House Conference on
Library and Information Services (WHCLIS)
certainly provided a hands-on experience in
the process of making policy that will
influence libraries for the next decade. I, for
one, appreciated very much having the opportunity to be a part of this process.
As a delegate, I felt I was very prepared for
the conference:
... Attendance at and the final report from the
Wilson symposium on the Future of Public
Libraries ....
... Nebraska Information Partnerships, the
state conference ... a connection between the
national concerns and the particular of our
state ....

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Children and Youth Literacy through
Libraries
Establishment of NREN (National Research
and Education Network)
Funding for Networking
Marketing
Literacy
Preservation of Materials
Library and Information Services to Rural
Populations
Provision of a Secretary of Library
Services
Multi-cultural and Multi-lingual
Services
Copyright Issues
Free Access
Intellectual Freedom/Censorship Issues
America 2000 -- Literacy, Life-long
Learning
Continuance of WHCLIS
Confidentiality/Privacy Issues

... I must admit that at times I wondered if the
wonderful democratic process, that we Americans so champion, was going to break down
completely. But it did not. And as cumbersome
as it was, in the end I felt that the body of
delegates spoke clearly about the major
concerns of libraries, while allowing everyone a chance to participate. I,t was indeed a
pleasure to have been involved .
Sandra Riley, Columbus

•

... Suitcases were stacked against the wall on
the sleepy Sunday morning in the small lobby.
It was the day after the four-day conference,
which had ended in the wee hours the night
before.
The suitcases held the business
attire, the name badges on the dog-tag chains,
the three drafts of the adopted resolutions,
and the souvenirs of the whirl through
Washington. But the last ideas remained to be
crammed in.
Delegates who had now become ordinary mortals,
ready to travel attired in t-shirts and
sneakers, sighted a beacon of coffee at the far
end of the lobby and homed in ... Semi-familiar
faces smiled in greeting.
"Great conference."
"Yeah. Heading home?"
"Well, did you get that one great idea that
makes the conference pay for itself?"
"Funny you should mention that. I guess that's
the part that's been bothering me a bi t. I mean
we pass all these recommendations and, with any
luck, set library policy for the next decade,
but who's going to pay for it? ... How do I get
the attention of my Mayor, my City Council? Do
you have any magic words?N
"Two--Economic Development."
Bva Knigbt, Alliance

During the process of the Conference I moved
from being sure we would never accomplish a
thing to believing that we had produced
recommendations of value.
I hope that
Nebraska's delegates will be able to convey the
spirit and expectations of the Conference to
the people of the state.
Dee Yost, HastiDgs

•
... 1 thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to
interact with other members of the Nebraska
delegation and delegates from other states.
The mix of backgrounds of the participants
provided me with a much more broad picture of
library services and a better idea of the
direction we, as library supporters and
professionals, can go in the future, assuming
we have a plan.
My biggest disappointment was the dilution of
the final conference recommendations with all
sorts of narrow, special-interest points. On
the bright side, I feel we are giving libraries
a plan to follow and have a wonderful
opportunity to piggy-back on the President's
America ~ooo education program.
When the
President addressed the Conference, he made
the point that libraries and information
services should play an important part in his
education initiative ....
David KreceJc, Omaha

•

•

... I must admit I was worried about the Whi te
House Conference on Library and Information
Services.
I was a little like the girl who
wrote Secretary of Education, Lamar Alexander,
about national school test and said, "This is
both a good and a bad idea. If it works, it
will be great and if it doesn't, we will have
wasted a lot of time."
The Conference had, like most huge projects we
undertake, its pluses and minuses. It was at
times grueling, exhilarating, amazing, frustrating, enlightening, and rewarding ...
It was rewarding professionally to have a
chance to visit personally with people like Guy
St. Clair, noted for his work with one-person
libraries; Anne Mathews, Director of Libraries for the U. S. Department of Education; and
John Irwin, Colorado State Senator, who was
instrumental in the forming of Access Colorado
[project to link and provide local access to
the 165 library databases in Colorado] .

... Participating in and observing the individual/group interaction, the many parochial
interests, together with the Chair/Parliamentary procedures was fascinating. People from
allover the nation and the territories were
present.
The Conference was a microcosm of our nation's
government at work.
It was ugly.
It was
beautiful.
It was frustrating.
It was
rewarding. It was tiring. It was exhilarating. It revealed· the delicacy and strength of
a democracy interlaced wi th a republic. I t is
wonderful, and it works ....
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Robert Lanpbier, Omaha

•

... The White House Conference was a libraryrelated conference unlike any other . It was
definitely a group where some were more equal
than others with aggressive security to
reinforce the differences among those attending. The White House Conference had all the
expected pomp and ceremony of a national event
held in Washington, D.C. I t also had too little
time for the real work of the conference to be
accomplished in a reasonable manner.

exchange that will serve to bond the peoples
of this world together. This, for me, was what
the work of the Conference was all about ...

Thomas Kelly, Oxford

•

It is hard to accept that this conference
format is the best way to use talent from across
the nation to set goals for library policy. The
White House Conference was heralded as an
exercise in democracy. While it was probably
closer to the reality than the theory described
in library collections, the selfishness of
rule by the majority is not a pretty sight.
The Nebraska Pre-White House Conference
(Nebraska Information Partnerships) provided
an interesting contrast to the White House
Conference. The emphasis on cooperation and
responsibility for our own solutions in
Nebraska Information Partnerships was a major
difference.
The time and talent of our
Nebraska library supporters seemed to be
channeled more productively at the state
conference.
Rather than focusing on lobbying efforts in
Washington (which characterized the other
state conferences described by some of the
national delegates), the Nebraska direction
was to consider what Nebraskans can accomplish
by working together. After spending a week in
the unreality of our nation's capitol, that
seems like a most positive and practical
approach for the future of Nebraska's libraries.

Laureen Riedesel, Beatrice

•
... This was my first real national political
experience.
I went to Washington, D.C. to
contribute and I came home feeling that was
what I had done.
We live in a nation that
requires of each of us to participate and to
contribute; a nation that grants us that
privilege, which is both a right and a
responsibility.
Our nation was designed to
function as a participatory democracy. We have
that right and we have that responsibility ...
Libraries as information centers, linked
together worldwide, will, if we are all
ambassadors who share and care, facilitate an

Nebraska Alternate Thomas Kelly (second from left) is interviewed for the
videotape summary of the Conference.

.. . This representative group helped me to
focus on the big picture of the present day
conflicts for libraries and information services. There were those grieving the closing
of libraries where Federal funding had been
cut, those who were uneasy about the future of
their jobs being in jeopardy, and those who
have already anticipated future directions
and are in the process of making transitions
in accessing information with technology.
As an observer at the Conference, I feel that
it was a first step in informing myself, so that
I may inform others of the importance of
planning for the future of our libraries to
safeguard the quality of our lives. There are
many questions to consider as we plan for our
future in the technology world. One question
is, MHow can we get non-users into libraries
today to prevent subsequent problems tomorrow?" Another is, "With future technologies,
is the threat of information haves and havenots a valid issue?"
Dealing with these
questions and many more like them will be
important as we reflec ~ on our future.

Betty Grant, Columbus

•
Copies of the Nebraska Infonnation Partnerships Conference Report are available now. Contact Mary Geibel,
800-742-7691 or 402-471-2045.
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keynote speaker for the Convention
was Evan Vlachos, Professor of Sociology and Civil Engineering at Colorado
State University. He envoked a vision of
the future "Infonnation Society" with
libraries as problem solving centers and
librarians as infonnation managers.
Howard McGinn, director of the North
Carolina State Library was the Leadership Development speaker, sponsored
by the Library Commission. In hh
prc~sem~l[lOln entitled, "The Power, The
;'rotes:sloln, and The Future," McGinn
librarians to seize the
opportunity to regain the power of
infonnation brokers by taking risks and
building coalitions. More than five
hundred librarians, media specialists,
trustees, and Friends attended the 1991
Annual Convention.

Anniversary of Nebraska's
Sower Award, the state's
's Choice Award, was celat the Nebraska Library
ociation convention. 45,555
children voted to select the
winners. This year's award
WlJ'lJ"'l~. Helen Lester for Tacky the
Pelllf7UJin (K-3 award) and Louis Sachar
There's a Boy in the Girl's Bath(4-6 award) were both present to
the award. 1992 nominees for

Mari Sandoz Award was presented
author Tille Olsen, to honor the contribution her writing has made to the
Nelbraska book world. The prize winauthor of Tell Me A Riddle,
Yonnondia, and Silences was born and
'raised in Omaha. Meritorious Service
awards for significant contributions to
the development and adv,ancement of
Nebraska library service were made
to Sandra Riley, fonner Library Commissioner, and Ron Norman, Kearney
Public Library and Infonnation Center
Director and outgoing editor of the
Nebrasluz Library Association QlUIrterly.
Laureen Riedesel, Director of Beatrice
Public Library, was narned the first
recipient of The Excalibur Award,
sponsored by the Public Library Section. Dr. Clara Rottman, Director of
Media Services for Lincoln Public
Schools, received an Academic Freedom Award. The School Children's
and Young People's Section of the
Nebraska Library Association awarded
the 1991 Mad Hatter Youth Service
Award to Debra Carlson, Childrens'
.,.ibrarian at Scottsbluff Public Library.
Debra accepted a donation of books
for Scottsbluff Public Library from
Duane Munson, representative for
Childrens Press. The Nebraska New
Members Roundtablemade three awards.
Houchen Bindery Beginning Professional Award went to Bart Austhof,
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Map
& Geography Librarian. The Mentor
of the Year Award was presented to
Ruth Strassler, Director, Neligh
Public Library. The Baker & Taylor
Grassroots Grant was awarded to
Joanne Ferguson of the Nebraska
State Historical Society and Polly
Music Library. A special award was
presented to Duane Munson in
recognition of his contribution to
ebraska libraries, particularly for
initiating and funding the Duane Munson
Scholarship fund.

Three Library Commission staff members were honored for
years of service. Miriam Miller marked twenty years as a
state employee. Roberta Fagan and Norma Chrastil
received awards for fifteen years of service .

Commission Employees Honored

•
Grant Funds Available to Schools

Library Commission employees were honored recently
for exemplary job performance. Steve Jonas, Library
Automation Specialist, was selected Nebraska Library
Commission 1991 Employee of the Year, from nominations
submitted by Library Commission staff. Steve's exceptional
combination of technical knowledge and "user friendly"
personal skills were cited in his nomination, along with his
valuable knowledge of library software and his development of a model database application, the Nebraska
Education Information Center Network Directory.

Dave Oertli, Director, Library
for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped, was selected
NebraskaLibrary Commission
1991 Manager of the Year.
He was also selected from
nominations submitted by
Library Commission staff.
Dave was recognized for his
organizational skills, effective
supervisor/employee relationRod Wagner (left) presents Dave
Oertli. with the Manager of the
ships, personal and profesYear Award.
sional development, clear
communication of departmental mission, strong dedication
to high quality standards, and special accomplishments.
The Library Commission Communications Team, the
December 1990 Work Team of the Month, was nominated
for the Nebraska Management Association Team Award.
The nomination stated, "The effective collaboration of
the Communications Team and the product of their work
contributed substantially to the performance of the Nebraska
Library Commission." Commission staff on the Communications Team included Barbara Chandler, Mary Geibel,
Diane Greenlee, Paul Hoffman, Steve Jonas, Tim Lynch,
Jacque Mundell, Mary Jo Ryan, Lori Sailors, Sally Snyder,
Kate Wakefield, and Bev Wittig.

Nebraska schools are encouraged to apply for state funds,
available on a 50/50 matching basis, to purchase satellite
downlinking and classroom equipment. At the current
cost of $6,725 per unit, twenty additional Nebraska school
districts can acquire this equipment for $3,362 per district.
The downlinking and classroom equipment enables students
to receive satellite-delivered instruction and teachers to
participate in satellite in-service training. The application
deadline is January 13, 1992.
This fall, more than five hundred students in seventy
Nebraska schools and Educational Service Units are benefiting from live interactive instruction, including the highly
successful, Nebraska-produced Japanese language courses.
Teacher in-service and professional development programs
are also offered via satellite. Participants in live satellite
instruction interact with televised instructors via telephones,
computers, and keyboards. This technology also enables
access to special television documentaries and performance
programs, providing added educational resources.
For more information on how schools can receive the
state matching funds and for materials on how this project
can assist your school, contact Liz Hoffman, Nebraska
Department of Education, (Course Offerings and Enrollment), 402-471-2918 or Peter Chant, Nebraska Educational
Telecommunications, (Downlinking and Classroom Equipment),402-472-3611.

•
Mike Shipley of Lincoln is one of the '
more than 19,648 satisfied customers
participating in the 1991 Nebraska
Summer Reading Program. Mike is
pictured here in his Summer Reading
Program T-shirt. T-shirts were included in the incentive and promotion
package provided to forty-one young
readers by the Friends of PrintHandicapped Nebraskans.
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Librarians Cheer Childrens' Conference

Nebraska Scholarship Program Launched

More than seventy Nebraska librarians and media specialists
explored the infinite reasons for children to enjoy books and
the infmite strategies for bringing them together. The
Library Commission Conference, entitled, Cultivating Kids'
CUTWSity, included an informal evening buffet, roundtable
discussions, and a day-long workshop. Carolyn Feller Bauer,
consultant and storyteller, opened the workshop with a
rousing library cheer. She progressed through numerous
stories and poems, each with appealing pictures and props.
The conference also featured a display on encouraging
children with disabilities to get involved with books.

In September, sixty-ftve students from four states began
Emporia State University's Master of Library Science program. This program is receiving national recognition fOf its
commitment to continued professional training at a time
when library schools around the country are closing and for
the stature of the professionalslprofessors involved, as well
as the excellence of instruction. The majority of the participants are working Nebraska librarians and media specialists
who are committed to the growth of their profession. The
impact of more than ftfty highly-trained professionals who
will use their expertise throughout the state will be noticed
by Nebraska information seekers of all ages.

•
Literature-Festival Attracts 1,000

More than one thousand people attended the ftrst Nebraska
Literature Festival in Omaha, Nebraska. The response to the
festival celebrating Nebraska's Literary Heritage and
Contemporary Writing exceeded the expectations of the
organizers from the Nebraska Center for the Book. Packed
halls and standing room only was the rule at many events.
Elaine G. Booth of Bellevue, the festival's program chairperson, said, "For the ftrst year, it more than fulfilled our
dreams."

The cost of undertaking such a degree can be staggering.
Many of the students will struggle to make ends meet in order
to meet tuition demands. Obtaining ftnancial aid is difftcult
and sometimes impossible for adults in higher education.
The students in the program are committed to a grassroots
effort to raise money for scholarships so that the participants
can complete the program. Scholarships will fund tuition,
child care, textbooks, travel expenses, etc., for Nebraska
program participants only. The students themselves are
conducting fund raising activities at the beginning of each
new class session. Tax deductible contributions can be
sent to Cathy Hoy, Emporia Scholarship Fund, (Nebraska
Program), Emporia State University, 1200 Commercial
Street, Emporia, KS 66801-5087.

•

The festival, co-sponsored by the Nebraska Center for the
Book Literature Festival Committee and the University of
Nebraska at Omaha, honored Nebraska authors Bess Streeter
Aldrich, Willa Cather, Loren Eiseley, Wright Morris, John
G. Neihardt and Mari Sandoz.
The festival featured lectures by photographers Kira Gale
and Lucia Woods; Willa Cather songs performed by John
Kunz; Hilda Neihardt's recitation of her father's poetry,
accompanied on guitar by her son, Robin Neihardt; Joe
Wydeven and Barbara Allen-Langdon speaking on Wright
Morris; "Willa Cather Speaks," a performance by Betty Jean
Steinshouer; a program by William Kloefkom, Nebraska
State Poet; and a special address by John Cole of the Library
of Congress Center for the Book. More than one-thousand
people attended the exhibits, panel discussions, readings,
storytelling sessions, a book fair, and other activities at the
University of Nebraska at Omaha.

•

Library Commission Meets

The Nebraska Library Commission met on July 19 to adopt
Commission priority goals for FY 1992. They received
reports on state telecommunications developments, the
state information center concept, public library guidelines
revision, and the White House Conference. Commissioners
elected Donna Trueblood as Chair, and Norma Young as
Vice-Chair for the upcoming year.
At their September 13 meeting, Commissioners voted to
approve the Nebraska State Information Center feasibility
study, to accept and approve the Long Range Plan for
Library and Information Services, and to accept a new fee
schedule for audio production services provided by the
Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.
(continued p. 11.)
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The November 8 meeting was highlighted by a demonstration of the Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
adaptive technology computer workstation. Commissioners
received reports on the Nebraska Development Information
Partnership, the Interim Study on Library Automation, the
Nebraska 2000 Conference, the North Carolina Partnership,
and the Public Library Funding Task Force. They discussed
the Nebraska Education Information Center Network and
viewed the video, Make A Living, Make A Life. The
Commissioners approved a plan to allocate State Aid to
Public Libraries, accepted the revised Public Library Guidelines, and made the following appointments to the State
Advisory Council on Libraries: Brenda Behsman, North
Platte; Joan Birnie, Broken Bow; Phyllis Brunken,
Columbus; Jo CasuIlo, Lincoln; Laura Cundiff, Clay Center;
Jeanne Leader, Scottsbluff; Alta Marsh, Tilden; Sharon
Mason, Kearney; Pat Sheridan, Clay Center; Carol Speicher,
Columbus; and Jon Wibbels, Kearney. Commission meetings are scheduled for January 10, March 20, and July 10,
1992.

NEBASE Update Meeting Held
This year's NEBASEfall update meeting, held in Lincoln on
November 14, featured reference product news and an online
demonstration of the FirstSearch Catalog, OCLC's newest
reference product. FirstSearch is a simplified, menu-driven
version of the EPIC Service, OCLC's online search system
for information professionals.
Library Commission Director Rod Wagner updated the
participants on Commission activities by answering facetious "letters to the Commission." By responding to tonguein-cheek questions from interested Nebraska librarians, he
provided information on State and Federal funds for
Libraries, resource sharing changes, telecommunications
improvement plan, the Nebraska Development Information
Partnership, and the Nebraska/North Carolina State
Library Partnership. He ended with a letter from the Library
Commission thanking Nebraska library staff for their fine
work, providing information services to Nebraska citizens.
For more information, see the December 1991 NEBASE
News or call Kate Wakefield, 800-742-7691 or 402-4712045, to borrow a cassette recording of the meeting proceedings.

•

Telecommunications Agenda Set
Diane Greenlee (left) demonstrates DECtalt. the synthetic speech
component of the adaptive workstation for Commissioners and staff.

•

Nebraska libraries were represented at a June 25 meeting,

AUDIO PRODUCITON AND DUPUCA110N

State Telecommunications Infrastructure: 1991-1995
and Beyond, at the new Mahoney State Park. The meeting,

for
Nonprofit Organizations Serving Individuals with Disabilities
and
State Government Agencies
$35 per studio hour for production
Library Commission provides studio staff and assistance
You provide script and narrator
We also copy audio cassettes
$1.00 per cassette -- first nine copies
$.50 -- each additional copy
Blank cassettes provided for a nominal fee
Call Bill Ainsley, 402-471-2045 or 800-742-7691

organized by Bill Miller, Director of the State Communications Division, brought telephone company representatives
from Nebraska communities together with representatives
from state and local libraries, as well as K-12 and higher
education agencies. Miller presented an overview of a
statewide communications network that would serve both
public and private needs and would offer the ability to
connect libraries and other users with higher level computer
communications networks for transmission of information,
data, and visual images.

The 1992-1994 Long Range Plan of the Nebraska
Library Commission was distributed to libraries this
Fall. To request a copy, please contact Mary Geibel,
800-742-7691 or 402-471-2045.

Library Commission Director Rod Wagner moderated a
panel presenting library applications and needs for the
network. Panelists included John Felton, Lincoln City
Libraries, Charlotte Bernt Hazzard, State College Board,
and Larry Vice, Educational Service Unit #3. Nebraska
libraries are seen as major users of the proposed statewide
fiber optic network, along with other educational agencies.

•
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An interview with Diane Greenlee, Outreach Coordinator for the Library Commission Library for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped, was broadcast on the Nebraska Educational Television program, Conmhr This.
Many libraries report partnership efforts with local business, including Deshler Public Library, Reinke Manufacturing Company
fmanced the purchase of a new encyclopedia; Geneva High School Library, Geneva Subway purchased eight new magazine subscriptions; Finch Memorial Library in Arnold, State Farm Insurance in Lincoln donated a microfiche reader; South Sioux City Public
Library, United Airlines Trust Fund and Foundation donated $1,000 for Spanish/English materials; and Ravenna Public Library,
U.S. West Foundation provided a new copy machine.
Nebraska Federal and State Documents Depository librarians held their annual meeting on September 26. Highlights included the
keynote presentation by Diana Keith from the University of Nebraska at Kearney, PromotioMlldetUfor Govemmelll Df!Cumenb:
From "Quick and Easy" to "Plan on Spending Some Time," and a tour of Love Library.
Deborah Ward was appointed Associate Director of the Midcontinental Regional Medical Library Program at McGoogan Library of
Medicine, University of Nebraska Medical Center.
Holdrege Public Library is the first library in Nebraska to offer the Department of Economic Development's Nebraska Manuftu:fIIrers' Datobase. The database lists most of the manufacturers in the state and can be used by business people and entrepreneurs to
network and market their products. For information about loading the database in your library, contact Mike Reeves, 308-535-8213.
The new Beatrice Public Library dedication was held on November 9. Celebration highlights included presentations by Representative Douglas Bereuter, Beatrice Mayor David Maurstad, Director Laureen Riedesel, Board Chair Betty Cook, Alliance Mayor
Eva Knight, State Senator Dennis Byars, Jane Mendlik ofthe Governor's Orrk:e, Commission Director Rod Wagner, and
Architect Deon Bahr. The new Central City Public Library was dedicated on November 10. Speakers included Library Board
President Jerry Johnson, Foundation President Phil Greenwood, Mayor Vernie Smith, Library Commission Director Rod
Wagner and Architect Jim Cannon. The Library Commission awarded $100,000 in LSCA Title IT construction funds to each
library.
Wayne Hanway, Norfolk Public Library Director, has resigned to direct the Southeastern Public Library System in McAlester,
Oklahoma.
The Library Commission appointed Ellen Van Waart Interlibrary Loan Librarian. Ellen is a recent graduate of the Emporia State
University/Morningside college program and formerly managed the South Branch Library of Metropolitan Community College.
Brochures to promote the Q125 commemorative book, Nebraska - TM Good Life GroWl: A Photographic Portrait of Nebraska, are
available to Nebraska libraries. Contact Mary Geibel 402-471-2045 or 800-742-7691.
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1989-1991

Biennial Report
of the

Nebraska Library Commission
The year 1991 marked the ninetieth anniversary of the establishment of the
Nebraska Library Commission. Even though today's Commission is quite unlike
the fledgling state agency created in 1901, it continues to work toward the same
purposes. These purposes include the development, promotion, and advocacy
of library and information services for the people of Nebraska.
The Commission's ninety year history includes the introduction of travelling libraries, books
by mail, bookmobiles, union catalogs, communications networks, and computer technology. A
sampling of Commission involvements during the past biennium includes the Nebraska Information Partnerships Conference (pre-White House Conference on Library and Information Services), electronic resources for reference service, a national symposium on rural libraries,
training via satellite, development of an in-state library science master's degree program through
partnership with the Emporia State University School of Library and Information Management,
conversion to new OCLC network services, and distribution of AIDS information. These are but
a few of many activities beyond the day-to-day work of Library Commission staff.
Transportation, telecommunications, and computers have contributed to "connecting"
Nebraska for access to library resources within Nebraska and beyond. The development of
library collections, the education of library personnel, the improvement of facilities, and the
acquisition and use of technology are all fundamental activities contributing to the improvement
of Nebraska library services.
The efforts to provide library services to the people of Nebraska are no less challenging
today than they were ninety years ago. There are still many Nebraska communities that do not
provide public library services. Public, school, special, and academic libraries work with
meager budgets, attempting to offer resources and services needed by their clientele. The
tremendous growth and diversity of information resources requires continuing education,
effective planning, adaptation, productivity, and a commitment to ensuring value for the dollars
spent for library services.
The strength and future of Nebraska library development resides with the many people who
work in the profession and who support library services. We look forward to continuing to work
with Nebraskans during the current biennium to further serve the library and information service
needs of the people of Nebraska.

Commissioners/Staff

Staff Changes

Commissioners Appointed

Arrivals
• BiU Ainsley, Audio Production Center Manager for the
Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
• Renee Anderson, Audio Visual Inspection Clerk
• Nancy Busch, Deputy Director
• Burns Davis, Infonnation Resources Librarian in the
Library Resource Center
,
• Paul Hoffman, NEBASE-OCLC Coordinator
• Brad Hauptman, Mail Courier
• Dennis Klebe, Computer Services Support Technician
• Elaine Miller, Receptionist/Office Clerk/Doc. Asst.
• Ola (Abimbola) Oguntimein, Book Circulation Clerk
in the Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
• Kate Wakefield, Administrative Assistant for Infonnation Services and NEBASE

Gov. Kay Orr made one appointment and one reappointment to the Nebraska Library Commission in FY 91.
Norma Young, Lincoln, was reappointed to a three-year
tenn, ending in 1993. She was re-elected chair.
Thomas Harvey, Omaha, was appointed to a three-yeartenn
ending in 1993. He replaces Gayle Stock, Omaha, who
served three years on the Commission.
Gov. Ben Nelson appointed Dr. Robert McPherson,
Hastings, to replace LuciUe Vannoy, North Platte. Vannoy
concluded three years of service in June·1991.
He also appointed Myrna Vollbrecht, Stanton, to replace
Sandra Riley, Columbus, who concluded two tenns and six
years of service in May.
R.W. Brown of Sidney and Donna Trueblood of Lexington
continue to serve tenns expiring in 1992.

•
Library Commission Employees Honored

Library Commission FJnployees were honored for e~em
plary job perfonnance. Barbara Chandler was selected as the
Library Commission 1989 Employee ofthe Year. She served
as Interlibrary Loan and Reference Librarian from 1980 until
her death in 1991. Her performance as a workshop developer, presenter, trainer, and statewide consultant on
interlibrary loan issues was commended through the award.
Tim Lynch, Continuing Education Coordinator, was
selected 1990 Employee of the Year from nominations
submitted by Commission staff. Tim's contribution to the
improvement of library education in Nebraska was cited in
his nomination.
Doreen Kuhlmann, Business Manager, was selected
Nebraska Library Commission 1990 Manager of the Year.
Doreen's organizational skills, effectiveness as a supervisor, work perfonnance, and her ability to improve work
procedures were cited in her nomination by Commission
staff.

•

Departures
• Chlorene Hardy, Library Resource Center Librarian,
after twenty-five years with the Library Commission
• Lauri Johnson, Library Assistant for NLBPH, after
ten years with the Commission
• Alma Melson, Librarian in Technical Services, after
more than ten years at the Commission.
• Gretchen Naugle, Director of Technical and Audio
Visual Services, after more than seventeen years
New Appointments
• Kevin Hanken, Booking Assistant for Nebraska Film
Service, formerly Support Services Clerk
• Kami Kemper, Library Assistant in the Nebraska
Library for the Blind and Physie3Ily Handicapped,
fonnerly Audio Visual Inspection Clerk
• Cecelia Kopp, reclassified to Library Technician in
the Library Resource Center
• Doreen Kuhlmann, reclassified to Business Mngr.
• Tim Lynch, Continuing Education Coordinator,
fonnerly Library Systems Coordinator
• Sara Martin, reclassified to Library Technician in
Technical S~rvices, fonnerly Library/ Clerical Asst.
• Jim Minges, Library Systems Coordinator, remaining
Director of Library Development
• Jacqueline Mundell, promoted to Director of Library
and Information Services, remaining NEBASE
Director
• Lori Sailors, reclassified to Librarian I, Federal
Documents, in Library and Infonnation Services
• Several positions in the Library for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped were reclassified, including
Jan Anderson to Library Technician, Kay Goehring
to Librarian II, Diane Greenlee to Administrative
Assistant I, Judy Tuttle to Library Technician, and
Miriam MIller to Tape Duplication Coordinator.
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•

Library Science Master's Offered

Contact Center Literacy Hotline .............................. 1,493
Nebraska Library Association
(print Intellectual Freedom Handbook) ................. 927
Year of the Young Reader Local Library Activities .... 600

The Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary
Education approved Emporia (KS) State University's application to offer a graduate library science program in
Nebraska. Beginning September 1991, classes will be held
on weekends at the Nebraska Library Commission. Seventy
applicants were accepted into the program.

•
Where the Money Came From
Special Grants·

•
Funding/Grants
Cash
3.7%

Grants and Contracts Awarded

.Matching grants from W.K. Kellogg Foundation, National Endowment
for the Humanities Preservation Program, and the U.S. National
Commission on Libraries and lnformation Science for the White House
Conference on Library and Information Services.

Library Commission grants awarded in FY 1990 and
FY 1991:

Where the Money Went

NEON Access _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Start-up funds totalling $19,000 were awarded to thirty-eight
libraries ($500 each), extending direct access to NEON, the
state database used to identify Nebraska holdings in the
OCLC Online Union Catalog.
AuromationP~nnmg--

Special Grants
1
Library
Library and Information
....;;:",..-_ _ _ Services

11.0%

28.8%

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

The Library Commission allocated $89,054 to the Private
Independent College Libraries and the Public Library
Resource Group to support planning and preparation for
automated systems, to develop automation expertise
beneficial to other Nebraska libraries, and to demonstrate
appropriate technology.

NEBASE
5.0%
Aid to Local Libraries
39%

LBPH
10.1%

Major Urban Resource Library Services

------

Omaha Public Library and Lincoln City Libraries received a
combined total of $87,678.

Other grants and contracts

----------Institutional Grants ........................................... $ 42,400

Library Systems ................................................ 1,202,~50
State Aid to Public Libraries ................................ 671,959
Public Library Construction ................................. 298,966
Interlibrary Loan (Net Lenders) ............................ 206,023
Subregional Library for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped (North Platte) ............ 97,024
Utah State Library (for braille service
to Nebraskans) ................................................... 9,065
Education Information Centers ............................... 65,433
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The committee proposed that the number of guidelines be
reduced and that a greater percentage be required. They
developed a new guidelines document, presented it at
Nebraska Library Association (NLA) Spring Meetings, and
requested comment from Nebraska public libraries. The final
guidelines are scheduled for adoption by the NLA Public
Library Section at the 1991 NLA Conference .

•
Lifetime Readers Diann Muhlbach. Dick Allen. Governor Ben Nelson.
Rod Wagner. and Molly Fisther are surrounded by young readers as the
Governor proclaims 1991 Year of the Lifetime Reader.

Year of the Lifetime Reader Proclaimed

Governor Ben Nelson proclaimed 1991 as Nebraska Year of
the Lifetime Reader, supporting statewide activities to
promote and encourage reading. Library Commission
Director Rod Wagner presented the Governor with a copy of
OUT Books, OUT Wings, published by the Library
Commission (a collection of memories of books and stories
that were meaningful from childhood through adulthood for
318 Nebraskans). The Year of the Lifetime Reader is a
celebration of the gift and promise of reading, co-sponsored
by the Library Commission and the Nebraska Center for the
Book. Nebraska's efforts are part of a national campaign
initiated by the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress
to stimulate reading and literacy projects that benefit all age
groups.

•

Public Library Guidelines Reviewed

The Statewide Public Library Guidelines Review Committee was formed to examine the Public Library Accreditation
Program. Although the committee agreed with the general
approach of the existing guidelines, several changes were
proposed. They include proposals to add a second level of
accreditation as incentive for improvement and a program
for certification of public library boards of trustees.

Sen. Lavon Crosby. State Records Management Director William Ptacek.
Library Commission Director Rod Wagner. and University of Nebraska
State Museum Director Hugh Genoways discuss preservation issues.

Statewide Preservation Activity Begins

The Library Commission received a $33,350 grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities to develop a statewide preservation planning agenda. The Commission helped
found the Nebraska Documents Preservation Advisory
Council, now serving as the board for the grant project.
Delegates from libraries, museums, county historical societies, archives, and the private sector participated in strategic
planning sessions. Libraries and county historical societies
were surveyed regarding disaster preparedness plans.
A planning document based on the sessions and survey
information was published. A legislative resolution regarding the use of alkaline paper (LR 45) was passed by the
Legislature and an Executive Order requiring the use of
alkaline permanent paper in state agencies was signed by
Governor Ben Nelson.
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•

• That increased access to resources and services for all
Nebraskans regardless of economic status, geographic location, gender, age, literacy level, ethnicity, physical or mental
disability, or other relevant factors will continue to be of
concern in the design and delivery oflibrary and infonnation
service.

Special Report
Nebraska Information Partnerships
Vision and Recommendations

• That, although new and additional funding and funding
sources will always be needed, lack of funding does not
constitute a barrier to achieving many of the visions and
recommendations offered.

This Special Report has been excerpted from a
report on the Nebraska Conference on Library and
Information Services. held February 24-26.1991.
The fuji report will be available from the Library
Commission in May.

• That well-educated, trained, experienced, and remunerated librarians/infonnation professionals are one of the
keys to achieving these yisions and recommendations.

TrtulitioMI conservative and liberal views of government as
either tithe problem" or tithe solution" are giving way to the notion
that the public and private sectors should work together in
partnership whenever possible. The strategy ofpromoting publicprivate partnerships recognizes that a cooperative relationship
between the two sectors will create a productive environment for
creative enterprise and prosperity.
( "A State for AU Ages: Report of the First Phase"
New Horizons for Nebraska, November 1988)

Background
The Nebraska Infonnation Partnerships initiative builds on
previous and ongoing efforts to improve the state's quality of
life through community and economic development, such as
New Horizons (a project of the Nebraska Unicameral,
Executive, and Judicial Branches) and Nebraska Futures
(a private economic and community development effort).
One hundred delegates from across Nebraska convened in
February at the Nebraska Infonnation Partnerships statewide
Conference on Library and Infonnation Services in Omaha.
These delegates, representing a cross section of the state's
citizens, gathered to discuss and envision ways in which
public and private partnerships can better meet future library
and infonnation services needs. Speakers and small group
discussions centered around three major areas: Partnerships
for Democracy, Partnerships for Productivity, and Partnerships for Infonnation Literacy. The theme of forming
Nebraska Information Partnerships will be reinforced by
Nebraska Library Commission activities and initiatives
throughout the '90s. Martha Hale, conference moderator,
and Paul Hoffman, conference graphic artist, worked as a
team to summarize small group discussion and present
Nebraska's vision in graphic fonn (see over).

• That the role of the library/infonnation/media center as a
sense of place for communities is viable and will continue to
be important to Nebraskans.
• That the need to educate and infonn Nebraskans about the
role, aVailability , and value oflibrary and infonnation services
is continuous and a critical component of any agenda for
improvement of service.
• That traditional concepts of community, institutional
boundaries, and ways of doings things must be continually
challenged and altered in order to achieve visions for future
services and programs.
• That the visions and recommendations generated on the
state level will need individual, local, state and national
partnership, collaboration and commitment for realization.
• That local communities could benefit from going through
a process similar to the Nebraska Information Partnerships
model, whereby individuals and groups come together to
discuss and envision their future infonnation and library
service needs.
• That development of universally accessible electronic
national and international infonnation networks is necessary
and desirable to optimize services to Nebraskans.
My vision focuses on access ofinformation of aU kinds
and for all people; it involves the removal of barriers
whenever possible that would Impede such free access
and it Involves a vision for the future that is wildly
courageous and creative in its resource sharing and
cultivation of partnerships of many types.
(Mary Grimn Delegate to Nebraska conference)

The following assumptions undergird Nebraska's recommendations:
• That the themes of"Partnerships for Democracy,"Partnerships for Productivity," and "Partnerships for Infonnation
Literacy," are aspects or components of a larger "Quality of
Life" goal, toward which Nebraska's library and infonnation
profession hopes to contribute.
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SOME VISIONS OF PARTNERSHIPS FOR
DEMOCRACY

INFORMATION LITERACY

PRODUCTIVITY

How do we ensure well-informed
participants in public policy
formation and self-government?

How do we enable people to develop
the skills to effectively access and
evaluate information?

How do we empower
Nebraskans to enhance their
productivity?

(Our) vision of democracy and
information in the 21st century
includes a ba"ier-free system of
exchange of information with a
foundation service of helping
persons identify the information
problem, developing strategies
for accessing the information,
identifying relevant information,
analyzing the information, and
synthesizing the information to
develop an answer to the problem.
Libraries must accept a role in
protecting democracy by aiding in
the constant struggle to augment
our nation's literacy.

Ideally, someday every home and business
would have a computer and access to global information. Prior to the realization of
this concept, the emphasis has to be on
quick and easy access to information. The
information is there. The problem lies in its
access and dissemination. Access involves
the actual, tangible availability and one's
feeling of "comfort" (for lack of a better
word) in attaining such. I personally feel
that the biggest barrier to attaining information (in a library setting especially) is
one's lack ofknowledge ofhow to go about
getting it.

Productivity is more than economic growth. It is providing all
segments of the community the
opportunity to reach their own
goals and to achieve meaningful
participation in the marketplace.
Productivity implies self-sufficiency, personal satisfaction/
success, and responsibility for
the earth, the society, etc.

• Continue to work towards universal information access by
developing appropriate, affordable technology; repackaging
information in all formats for all types of users; setting
standards for technological developments; and creating public support or subsidy of information and library services.
• Continue to promote and support the role of librarians as
information brokers, information access advocates, and
information generalists.
• Make Nebraska Information Partnerships the library and
information profession's theme for the 1990s, developing
models, resources, and spin-offs that can be used in a variety
of ways as blueprints for change and means to accomplish the
visions from this conference.

• Develop a Nebraska State Information Center, made up of
core agencies (Nebraska Library Commission, State Records
Management Division, and the Legislative Reference
Library) as a central access point for identifying and making
the information resources of state government available for
government leaders and for Nebraska citizens.
• Identify and disseminate Nebraska's "Information Highways," as one means of creating a wider awareness of public
and private information resources and services.
• Redirect local, county, state, and federal resources (financial, human, etc.) to better support information and library
services in society.
• Develop national and global linkages to information
resources for productivity, democracy, and information
literacy.

• Develop Nebraska State Information Policies that address
access, fees, and privacy issues.
• Develop partnerships with organizations such as the
Nebraska Rural Development Commission to assist communities and individuals in accessing community and economic
development information.

My bope for tbe future 6 tbat aU citizens, regard-

less of ethnlclty, gender, Intellect, economic status,
etc., will bave access to Information a~d wID be
brought In as a fuU partner for all planning and
support of library/Information systems.
(Donna Polk Delegate to Nebraska Conference)

•
Biennial Report

Colloquium Series Well Received

The Nebraska Library Commission Colloquium Series
brought together librarians, media specialists, and other
information professionals to explore and discuss issues
related to our changing realities and roles. In 1989 and 1990,
the Colloquium featured nationally known keynote speakers
exploring the role of the librarian in the information chain,
in organizations in transition, and as leaders developing
visions for the future. More than sixty-five Nebraska librarians, representing public, academic, school, and special
libraries, participated in the three-part Colloquium series
each year. The Third Annual Colloquium, Changing Roles
and Realities: Values, Learning, and Creativity is planned
for September 26, October 24, and November 14, 1991.

across the state. These minicenters incorporate print and
non-print materials (including a portable computer with a
simple career and educational decision making program)
with training for library staff and a promotion packet to help
get the word out to the community. The training utilizes a
videotape produced by Library Video Network that features
Nebraska libraries. Scheduling is underway. The goal is to
set up five minicenters each month across Nebraska in FY
1992.

•
Wide Variety of Training Offered

Library Commission staff worked with Library System
Administrators and outside trainers to offer a wide variety
of training opportunities for Nebraska librarians. These
demonstrations, workshops, and training sessions were held
across the state. They covered topics like Using NELCMS
--the Nebraska Library Communication System, EPIC
Searching, the Nebraska Information Network (including
NEON), OCLC Cataloging and Interlibrary Loan, On-Line
Searching for DIALOG Users, and other technology-related
topics. Additional sessions on these topics and others are
planned for the coming biennium .

•

•
Advisory Council
Makes Recommendations

Broken Bow Public Library Director Joan Birnie assists a patron using
the public-access computer.

Foundation Extends Education
Infonnation Center Funding

The Commission received an additional $54,530 grant from
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation of Battle Creek, Michigan to
extend the services of the Nebraska Education Information
Center Network. Current efforts concentrate on partnership
building between Nebraska libraries and other community
organizations to provide Nebraska citizens with career and
educational planning services, small business assistance, and
educational programs in public libraries.
The six initial library sites have expanded to serve Nebraskans in more than twenty temporary, rotating centers in
public libraries, school media centers, and college libraries

The State Advisory Council on Libraries met quarterly,
including a joint meeting each year with the Library
Commission. The Council recommended that the Library
Commission take a proactive role in development of a
Nebraska Information Policy.
The Council and Commission held a joint discussion of the
ideas and recommendations from the Nebraska Information
Partnerships Conference and a joint meeting with the
Nebraska delegates to the White House Conference on
Libraries and Information Services. The Advisory Group
for the Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
helped to plan a survey of Nebraska braille users and
recommended steps to enhance talking book services to
schools.
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County Funding Task Force Convened

A statewide task force reviewed county funding arrangements for public library services, funding administration
prob~~ms, and potential changes to improve funding
provIsions. The County Funding Task Force considered
statutory provisions in other states as possible models for
Nebraska application and surveyed public libraries
receiving county funds. Commission staff continue to work
with the task force on recommendations that could lead to
proposed legislation.

•

Education and Training Delivered By
Satellite

Jean Durgin-Clinchard packages AIDS information resourcesfor shipment
to Nebraska public libraries.

AIDS Information Distributed
The Library Commission arranged with the Nebraska
Educational Telecommunications Center to offer the Basic
Library Skills training and the Tenth Annual Nebraska
Library Commission Conference for Children's Librarians
and Media Specialists by satellite. Sessions were broadcast
live from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. They were a
~ombination of lecture, discussion at local sites, and reportmg to the larger group using a telephone bridge. More than
145 Nebraska librarians participated in continuing education
efforts through satellite delivery. Plans are underway to
offer additional training by satellite in the coming biennium.

•

The Library Commission helped Nebraska libraries to
provide AIDS information by coordinating distribution of
~ks'. p~phlets, and lists of books and video to sixtyeight librarIes throughout the state. The distribution was
done in cooperation with Parents and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays and a number of other agencies. It was funded by a
grant from Woods Charitable Fund. The Library Commiss~on ~ontinues to provide these resources and to encourage
hbrarIes to explore their potential roles in disseminating
information about AIDS .

•

Resource Sharing Changes Instituted

r
Based on the Library Commission's Resource Sharing
Review Final Report (October 1990), a new Resource
Sharing Participation Program went into effect July 1, 1991.
A Resource Sharing Committee was formed to work with
Commission staff to plan, evaluate, and develop statewide
library resource sharing activities. The OCLC Interlibrary
Loan Subsystem, acomponentoftheworld's largest database
of library holdings around the globe, is now encouraged for
interlibrary loan transactions among Nebraska libraries.
Changes in compensations for loans made through this
Subsystem were designed as an incentive for resource
sharing.

•

•

Scholarship Fund Established
Louise Nixon, former Library Commission
Executive Secretary, was honored through a
memorial scholarship fund to be maintained by
the Nebraska Library Association. The fund will
provide scholarship aid for Nebraskans pursuing a
graduate program in library media or a graduate
library and information science degree.
~
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Commissioners Approve Strategic Plan

The planning phase of the strategic planning process for
the Library Commission was completed in 1989, and the
strategic plan was presented to members of the Nebraska
Library Commission, with recommendation for approval.
The Commissioners approved the plan and it was widely
distributed in January 1990. The objectives and strategies
were incorporated into Library Commission operating plans.
The strategic planning ·process grew out of a desire to
examine the needS, issues, opportunities, and challenges for
Nebraska library service and to define long-term goals to
guide the Library Commission's work in the 1990s. A series
of steering committee meetings, task force meetings, and
public "town hall" meetings identified five areas for which
goals, objectives, and strategies were developed. The areas
are: communication, continuing education, funding, collection development, and resource sharing.

•
New Electronic Resources for
Reference Service

Reference service was enhanced by using new information
resources,including:

• LC-Direct -- direct online access to Library of Congress
databases, including congressional bill and hearing tracking;
• CARL UnCover -- a searchable, browsable database of the
tables of contents of 10,000 periodicals;
• CD-ROM -- dozens of CD-ROM titles (growing weekly as
more federal documents become available on CD-ROM),
including the Agriculture and Economic Census, portions
of the 1990 Census of Population, County and City Data
Book, County Business Patterns, CongressionalMasteifue
from the Congressional Information Service, and Books In
Print,
• On-line Searching -- including OCLC-EPIC subject
searching of the world's largest database of information
resources and Datatimes full text access and index to
business and news sources including the Omaha World
Herald and three hundred other newspapers;

• Internet -- an international telecommunications channel
linking computerized communications networks worldwide.

Nebraska Hosts Regional and
National Conferences

• The Commission's Library for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped hosted the Western Conference of Librarians
Serving Blind and Physically Handicapped Individuals.
A national study on cost projections and alternative models
of service for braille and machine operations were featured.
A pre-conference on Library Services to Children With
Disabilities presented ideas on children's programming and
ways to cooperate with schools and public libraries.
• A conference especially for library paraprofessionals
was sponsored by the Nebraska Library Commission,
with the cooperation of the Nebraska Library Association
Paraprofessional Roundtable. More than two hundred
participants from throughout Nebraska and the surrounding region attended. The theme Changing Roles and
ResponsibiliJies emphasized the diversity among library
support staff, as well as their common interests and the
importance of paraprofessionals in acpieving library goals .
• Nebraska hosted 240 people from thirty states and two
foreign countries to consider the future of public libraries.
The 21st Century: The Wilson Symposium on the Future
of Public Libraries was sponsored by the H. W. Wilson
Foundation, the Center for the Study of Rural Librarianship,
and the Nebraska Library Commission, in cooperation with
the Rural Library Services Committee, Small and MediumSized Library Section, Public Library Association and the
College of Library Science, Clarion University ofPennsylvania. The symposium brought together librarians, trustees,
and government officials, with the interested public, to
examine the nature of community needs for the next decade
and develop an action agenda to provide a framework and a
timetable for rural and small public libraries. Videotapes
of the presentations made by futurists, librarians, library
science educators, sociologists, and rural development
specialists are available from the Library Commission on
Interlibrary Loan or for purchase.

•
Equipment Added to Increase Sel;Vices
The Conunission's Nebraska Library for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped opened a second audio production
studio. Friends of Print-Handicapped Nebraskans raised
$3,500 to furnish the facility with equipment meeting
National Library Service standards. Equipment was also
added to enable the transfer of print materials into braille.
In addition, equipment to enlarge print onto a computer
monitor was made available for loan to Nebraskans with
visual impainnents .

•
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July 1, 1989 through June 30, 1991 Highligh~~~~.{~
•

172 Nebraska libraries accredited

•

617 Nebraska librarians certified

•

15,932 talking books, magazines, and braille materials circulated each month (average)

•

31,242 Children and 575 Nebraska libraries involved in the 1990 Nebraska Summer Reading Program, Summer
Safari, and the 1989 Program, Find Your Own Space With a Book.

•

141,613 statewide OCLC interlibrary loan transactions

•

169,217 statewide NELCMS interlibrary loan transactions

•

14,291 subject and bibliographic requests filled by Commission Library and Infonnation Services staff

•

6,190 interlibrary loans by Commission Library and Infonnation services staff

•

42 new library users and 2 new full-cataloging members of NEON (the Nebraska State Online Database), for a
total of 135 participants

•

$9,000 in state funds utilized to preserve older Nebraska state documents

•

320 librarians participated in at least one of the Basic Library Skills courses, delivered in cooperation with the
Nebraska Library Systems

•

12 programs recorded and aired statewide on Radio Talking Book

A
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•

- f)

· 109 OCLC services workshops conducted across the state
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